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      Prologue

      
      This content was translated with the help of RED IV, a member
      from a certain forum who helped to translate it from spanish to
      english.

      – She’s really used to sleeping on an aircraft like this.

      Hayato murmured, staring at the stars that could be seen beyond
      the small rectangular window. It’s been three hours since this
      little transport ship has taken off from Little Garden. Hayato
      traveled on a ship when he entered the academy in Little Garden and
      ten years ago when he traveled to Gudenburg with his parents, and
      where the tragedy of the Second Encounter occurred during
      his stay, and twice when he returned to Yamato in Japan.

      He does not have a good impression of the ship. For Hayato it is
      a symbol of sadness to be on an airplane. He thought he would not
      want to ride one again. However, he has decided to travel loads of
      times in half a year since he entered Little Garden. In addition,
      this destination is the Kingdom of Gudenburg of the Federation of
      Britannia, where the sad memories of that time still remain.

      – Nnnn… Hayato…

      A girl wrapped in a blanket sitting next to him spoke
      half-asleep.

      That girl is the companion of this trip. Who was disguised as a
      man and whose name was Emil Crossfode. But not anymore. Her real
      name is Emilia Gudenburg. She is the third daughter of the King who
      rules the glorious country of the Federation of Britannia, the
      Kingdom of Gudenburg, Granald Frederic Arthur Gudenburg.

      The birth of this girl is quite complicated. To begin with, her
      mother is not the official wife of the king. Although born in the
      country, she is not from the Kingdom of Gudenburg, but from the
      Kingdom of Wenz, whose reputation is quite bad within the
      Federation of Britannia. Wenz is despised by the people of
      Gudenburg, its inhabitants are known as the “peasants of the
      country”, and they are native of the Island of Britannia. The fact
      that a woman of such a “country” is related to the king of the
      proud Gudenburg, it is impossible for him to have children with
      her. That is why the existence of Emilia has been kept a secret
      from the people of Gudenburg for years. That Hayato is now
      traveling to Gudenburg is because he is the companion of
      Emilia.

      There are 2 reasons why she goes to Gudenburg. To visit her
      father, the King of Gudenburg and to break the engagement with the
      third prince of the Kingdom of Wenz.

      In addition to allowing her to stay in Little Garden until her
      graduation.

      (Engagement?)

      In a story he heard from Emilia, it is said that it is for a
      subject of political strategy on the part of Wenz and
      Gudenburg.

      From the <<First Encounter>> First Attack,
      among the citizens of Wenz, there are many who are apt to be
      <<military personnel>> Slayers, reason why a
      number of them have appeared.

      Thus a change has occurred with the balance of power within the
      Federation of Britannia, and the country of the peasantry who has
      been lagging behind since the Industrial Revolution in the 17th
      century has begun to trace its strength and has even reached over
      the power of the other kingdoms.

      TN: My deepest apologies. The raw that I was using is
      missing two pages in this part :c and No, I didn’t buy it, I found
      it over the internet xD.

      – Wake up, wake up, Hayato.

      The voice of Emilia that reaches his ear awakens the consciousness
      of Hayato. At the same time, he noticed that his body is
      shaken.

      – Hmm…

      When he opened his eyes, he saw the figure of Emilia standing in
      the continuous seat and the bright sun on the other side of the
      window. Apparently it was daylight.

      – Looks like we’ll land in an hour. Let’s have breakfast!

      With that, Emilia picked up a basket from the little
      refrigerator by the window.

      It was a basket made of bamboo, as if going to have a picnic.

      – Let’s eat this.

      When Emilia opened the lid, sandwiches filled with eggs appeared
      in view, and whose crust had been removed.

      – This? Well … it looks really delicious.

      – Seriously? I did it yesterday, as part of my practice as a
      housewife.

      – Practice as a housewife, you?

      – What kind of reaction is that, do you want to be hit?

      Emilia twisted her lips.

      – No, I’m sorry, I did not have that kind of image of you.

      With a “hahaha”, Hayato continued to laugh to try to fool
      Emilia.

      – Besides, I think it’s kind of weird for you to say that you’re
      going to end your commitment to being the prince’s betrothed to
      dedicate yourself to practice as a housewife.

      – Muu, Hayato baka…

      – Why do you say that so suddenly?

      – If you do not want it, I’ll eat it all by myself.

      Emilia, who was in the opposite direction and was heading for
      Hayato who had the basket, tried to grab the basket with her
      hand.

      – Hey, wait a minute! Be aware of the situation, you are very
      inclined!

      The stomachs of those who sleep are, of course, empty. That’s
      why she wanted to show him some delicious sandwiches. Naturally his
      stomach was making quite a noise because of
      that.


      – Do you want to eat them?

      Emilia asks to Hayato, who is directly in front of her eyes.

      – Yeah.

      Without delay, Hayato nodded.

      – Okay, then I’ll give it to you.

      – Thanks, I’m indebted to you.

      Hayato receives for the second time the basket on the part of
      Emilia.

      From inside the basket, using his hands, he picks up a piece of
      the egg sandwich and places it in his mouth.

      – Oh, it’s delicious.

      – Really? Even more than Kirishima Sakura’s sandwiches?

      – Why do you mention Sakura out of nowhere…?

      – When we went to the beach behind the school building,
      Sakura-san made them, and now that I did mine, I would like to hear
      which one is the most delicious!

      – Even if I had to choose which is the best that happened long
      ago so I do not remember very well!

      – Muu, at times like these, you should say that my sandwiches
      are the tastiest…

      – It is known that you cannot say if something is tasty if you
      do not eat it at the moment. But this is definitely delicious. You
      made the dish perfectly. I think you’ll be a great housewife.

      – Really? If you tell me something like that, my effort has been
      rewarded, so I will forgive you Hayato.

      Emilia looks down, feeling somewhat embarrassed, with a smile
      that expressed “hehe” that covered her face.

      – Emm, apparently, there are only two left, can I eat the other
      one too? I think I’m hungrier than I thought.

      – Because you’re Hayato, you can eat it all, because I have my
      own sandwich.

      Emilia then took another basket from the refrigerator. It had
      the same egg sandwiches in it.

      – I forgot, I also have refreshments.

      Emilia began pouring the contents of an elongated cylindrical
      bottle of water from the refrigerator into a few paper cups she
      took out from the top luggage compartment.

      – Here you go.

      – What is this?

      When he looked inside Emilia’s glass of paper, there was a
      liquid with a small orange hue.

      – It’s a mixed juice, I mixed a lot of strawberries, oranges and
      apples in it, drink it.

      – O, of ​​course.

      He hesitated a little at the thought of containing strange
      things, but the mixed juice was just as tasty as the egg
      sandwich.

      And just like that, Hayato and Emilia emptied the baskets that
      contained the egg sandwiches.

      The transport ship with 2 people on board inside, begins to land
      on the runway of Heathoria Airport, the largest one located to the
      west of Londinium, the capital of the Kingdom of Gudenburg.

      

    


    

    
      Chapter 1:The admission of Karen / My first friends / Treatment and tests

      
      


      – OK well…

      Karen, who had finished eating her breakfast, descended from the
      bed in the hospital room, stepped firmly on both feet, and began to
      change her clothes. She took off her pajamas, changed herself by
      putting on her white bra and her white panties. Above all that goes
      the uniform of the middle school of Little Garden.

      Due to the measures after the attack during the festival of the
      “Garden’s Festa” perpetrated by Vitaly, and due to the restoration
      work, that was ordered to be performed by the students of the
      martial arts department of the upper class, while the students at
      the primary, intermediate and higher levels had orders to wait in
      their homes.

      That order would last for a week, and that it would be lifted
      after that term. It was Monday, and therefore, the waiting order
      was canceled.

      Karen’s health was the best ever, and there were no obstacles to
      do the things of daily life. There is no need to use a
      wheelchair.

      And, under her wish, Karen is expected to enter the second year
      of Little Garden Middle School.

      It’s her first day at school since she was born. It is natural
      that her heart is beating so hard and goes *DOKI* *DOKI*.

      Mihal, Karen’s hospital nurse, went to the middle school
      teacher’s room, and introduced her to the classroom teacher. She is
      a woman who wears glasses and is in her thirties. There she says
      goodbye to Mihal. Karen then decided to head to the classroom with
      her teacher.

      (Uu, *DOKI* *DOKI*…)

      Ever since she left the staff room, she thought her breathing
      could stop at any moment and her heart was beating louder, so when
      she stopped in front of the classroom door she could hear the noise
      on the other side.

      – Now, wait here.

      As she said that, the teacher shuffled her feet and entered the
      noisy classroom. Karen glanced from the open door and looked out
      from the hallway without moving at all.

      Standing on the platform, in the center and looking at the
      students, the teacher opens her mouth.

      – I know there’s a big fuss now, but could you just relax a
      moment? Well then, I introduce you to your new classmate. Come
      inside, Karen.

      – Y, yes.

      Hearing her name, Karen gathered her courage and stepped into
      the noisy room.

      Difficult, clumsy and slow way to walk. Even so, it came after a
      huge effort to stand beside the teacher.

      – Okay, now introduce yourself to the class.

      The teacher placed Karen in front of the platform, and entrusted
      the rest of the introduction to her.

      – Um, mmmm…

      Karen positioned herself in front of the teacher.

      (Uwaaa, besides I must introduce myself…)

      There are many eyes that are watching me. There must be at least
      30 people here. A long time ago I could not have tolerated this
      situation. But I had enough confidence to sing on the stage of the
      “Garden’s Festa”. I should at least be able to introduce
      myself.

      Karen open your mouth, she tells herself.

      – My name is Ki- Kisaragi Karen. I transfer to be part of this
      class from now on.

      Waving and bowing her head in reverence, greetings and applause
      dominated the classroom.

      Wow, it’s the real one!

      – Kawaii!

      – Your legs, are they okay?

      – Welcome, <<Little Witch of Little Garden>>
      Little Witch.

      In this way, the voices that could be heard continued without
      stopping.

      (Er, emm… What should I do…)

      It was the voice of the homeroom teacher who saved the confused
      Karen.

      – Guys, I understand your emotion, but please calm down, you
      embarrass Karen.

      With these words, the class calmed down.

      – That will be your seat Karen-chan, is that okay with you?

      The seat indicated by the teacher was located towards the right
      side of the room. The fourth row from the front. The first from
      behind. You could say that it was actually located backwards.

      – Oh, yes, that’s fine.

      Because since she was a little girl who only looked at a Tablet
      PC, her vision was not good, but it did not mean that it did not
      improve if she was wearing glasses. That’s why Karen nodded.

      – In that case, once you sit down, we will return to class.

      When she saw that Karen was in her seat, the teacher began to
      distribute a lot of handouts to the students at the front of each
      row. The form of distribution is that it is distributed from the
      front to the back. Karen was excited because it was her first time
      receiving handouts this way. She was really excited today. The
      handout appeared to describe Little Garden’s recovery status,
      excluded areas, and restrictions on entry and exit which included
      Sangria.

      The handout hits the desk in front of Karen’s eyes.

      – Your song, it was really amazing! My name is Rebecca Martin
      and I am from South Liberia.

      Just as she looked back, the girl in the front desk offered the
      handout. Skin with a slight dark tone. Extravagant twin tails. A
      girl with a cheerful attitude that in the summer seems to be an
      aura.

      – Ah…, th, this… thank you very much.

      Karen received the handout from Rebecca, even if she was
      embarrassed.

      – Hey, you, say hi too.

      When Karen tried to set her eyes on the handout, Rebecca opened
      her mouth again. But not at Karen, rather at the bobcat-style black
      short-haired girl who sits next to her, and who wears glasses.

      – You’ve always been worried about Karen since she was rumored
      to be transferred here.

      – Well, that… that’s… but that….

      The girl with glasses showed a rather complicated reaction.

      – To start you must introduce yourself, it is good that you
      start with a description of yourself. Look, Karen is puzzled.

      That was certainly true, though…

      The girl with glasses who had her eyes on Karen, timidly opened
      her mouth.

      – Emm, that … my name is Umino Aoi. Please take care of me from
      now on…

      Upon hearing the introduction, Karen responded quickly.

      – That name, is it possible that you are from Yamato?

      – Yeah.

      Aoi nodded.

      – Although my mother is from Yamato of the Liberia group. And
      since we were only in Yamato when I was very young, I do not have
      many memories of that time. If it’s okay with you, could you teach
      me about Yamato, please?

      – Yes of course!

      – Okay, then from today, we are friends!

      Rebecca reaches out her hand.

      – … friends….

      For Karen, that word was very sweet.

      In the institution, everyone called themselves comrades, rather
      than friends.

      To say that she is a friend of Sakura Kirishima is very amazing,
      that is why she is a person she admires. In short, these young
      girls were her first friends since she was born.

      Still astounded, and her heart going *DOKI* *DOKI*, Karen was
      about to take Rebecca’s hand.

      – Rebecca-san, Umino-san!

      It was enough for the teacher to draw a shocking voice for her
      body to shudder and tremble.

      – I know you both want to talk to Kisaragi-san, but you should
      leave that for once you finish the class… Do you not think so?

      – Sorry.

      At the same time Aoi apologizes, the class is full of
      laughter.

      – I’m sorry, let’s leave the handshake for later.

      Rebecca said that and winked at Karen.

      – Yes, yes!

      And so Karen entered Little Garden Middle School and immediately
      became friends.

      It was a week ago when Hayato and Emilia traveled to
      Gudenburg.

      [image: Hundred_v05_p023]

      – Then, I’m leaving!

      – Well, have a good day.

      Karen, who was under the care of Nurse Kashiwagi Mihal, jumped
      out of bed in the hospital room in her school uniform and left the
      hospital cheerfully.

      The destination was of course the middle school building located
      in a corner of the school district in downtown Little Garden. The
      distance was no less between the military district where the
      hospital and the school district were located, so Karen uses the
      bus to travel every day. Most of the students who go to school are
      from the family district, so there are no students in the
      neighborhood.

      After traveling in a seated position, in no more than 10
      minutes, the bus arrived at the station located at the side of the
      school.

      (Today is the first day I’ll be here …)

      Karen, who got off the bus and was deeply moved, looks up to see
      the school building,

      – Heey, Karen!

      – Kyaaa!?

      Karen was quite frightened to the point that she thought her
      heart had stopped beating after being struck on the back.

      – W, who…!?

      Karen jumped back and the one who was reflected in her eyes was
      Rebecca, with whom she became friends after she had just joined.
      Behind her was Aoi.

      – Ahaha, I’m sorry. I will not do such a thing again.

      As she looked at Rebecca who scratched her head and showed a
      smile that had no ulterior motives, Karen sighed deeply.

      – Even so, please do not hit my back so suddenly … I really was
      scared.

      – It seemed that you were lost in your thoughts, is there
      something that is worrying you?

      – No, it’s nothing like that. It’s just that attending school
      gives me great happiness.

      Karen looked at the school building once more.

      – So it was that…?

      Aoi replied, trying to understand Karen who also looked at the
      school building.

      – To us too, since Karen-san’s older brother and the other
      members of the martial arts department protected Little Garden, so
      we can return to school.

      That’s right, Karen has been able to attend school this way,
      thanks to her brother.

      Thanks to her older brother Hayato, she has been able to make
      friends for the first time.

      Her brother who, yesterday, left Little Garden to go to the
      kingdom of Gudenburg.

      (Nii-san, will you be arriving soon to Gudenburg?)

      She thinks he must be fine. But she’s still worried. And it is
      because Gudenburg is part of a terrible memory for the older
      brother and younger sister. Furthermore…..

      (Emilia is next to him, isn’t that so?)

      She had her doubts that it was quite “sketchy”, but it was not
      hard to believe that she would really be a woman.

      It is one thing to think that friendship between men is
      normal.

      But if it’s between a man and a woman, that’s something,
      that’s…

      – Oh no, what should I do!

      – Karen-chan, what’s going on so suddenly?

      As she looks at Karen who grabs her head and looks discomposed,
      Aoi turns her eyes towards her and asks.

      – Oh no. It’s nothing, it’s nothing.

      Karen responds hastily by moving both hands.

      – What is it, is it a good thing?

      Rebecca continued, even bending her head in curiosity as she
      stared at Karen’s reaction.

      – More than that, Karen has a proposal.

      – Proposal, and what would it be?

      Said Rebecca, who put her finger in front of her face.

      – I was talking to Aoi-san a few moments ago, why don’t we all
      go together to the town of Sangria?

      ***

      Sunset, Student Council Room located in the subway of the
      school’s martial arts department.

      Student Council President and Little Garden’s Queen, Claire
      Harvey, has been unable to concentrate on her work.

      It is extremely difficult not to worry about Kisaragi Hayato and
      Emilia Hermit, who went to Gudenburg. As things are, they will be
      captivated by the people of Gudenburg, and decide that they will
      not return to Little Garden.

      Kisaragi Hayato has made promises to two people.

      Even so, there is anxiety.

      Speaking of which, it’s Emilia Hermit. Who for a time had the
      appearance of Emil Crossfode, a man.

      Since it was exposed in Little Garden that Emilia Hermit was
      actually a woman, she has been increasingly flirtatious, trying to
      get attention and seducing Kisaragi Hayato.

      Although they are both students, they are traveling to the place
      which is full of memories.

      She doesn’t know what will happen.

      (Ah! What I’m thinking. Individually they are talented and
      necessary people, but in case they had to leave Little Garden, that
      would not be good)

      Claire, in saying that to herself, decides to change her mood by
      looking at the document she holds with her hand.

      It is about the state of restoration of Little Garden.
      Restoration is progressing at a fairly high rate. << LiZA
      >> Liza has been silent since Vitaly’s attack [No
      more problems]. The message was issued for the first time in two
      weeks since the incident, and the amount of perceived energy that
      Liza’s body releases, which was weak, has been recovering. But
      since then, there has been no communication from Liza. Even if
      Claire asks, the same thing happens. There’s no answer.

      (Liza is Liza, she has appeared to Kisaragi Hayato, Kisaragi
      Karen, and even my older brother, but why does not she appear in
      front of me…)

      When Claire inflated her cheeks, she noticed a *TOC* *TOC*,
      which meant someone was knocking on the door.

      -Who is it!?

      Because she was upset, Claire asked in a loud voice.

      – It’s me. I have the report with me.

      It was Erika’s voice.

      – All right, you can come in.

      Hearing the answer, the door opened.

      – Claire-sama, has something happened?

      As she enters the room, Erika, who sharpens her eyesight through
      her glasses, asks worriedly.

      – No, it’s nothing.

      Claire answered, looking away, trying to hide the truth.

      – Is that really true? Somehow, I felt your response was abrupt,
      however…

      – That should be part of your imagination. Leaving that aside,
      what information have you brought?

      – It’s a message from the Integrated International Army.

      Regarding the report to be discussed, it is Erika who speaks
      first.

      – On the result of the search based on the information given by
      the gang of three people with artificial Variant, eight Vitaly’s
      bases have been discovered in which she had made experiments around
      the world. But, three of them are already completely destroyed
      after having used them.

      – After being destroyed? What do you mean?

      – Five of the eight bases were left without any confidential
      material, but the other three had some kind of evidence that could
      compromise them in the future, leaving the possibility that someone
      could find this classified information. Moreover, there is evidence
      that within one facility there was an explosion, causing the
      collapse of a section of it.

      – So it means that an individual from an anti-Slayer
      organization entered the lab, collected information and then tried
      to pop the installation in advance? I wonder what kind of research
      there would be for something like that to happen.

      – Details on this are being investigated now. If there is a
      need, it may be necessary to re-interrogate the 3 individuals with
      artificial Variant.

      – Very well, I will inform Charlotte.

      – Yes, that’s fine … Anyway, whoever has gone to those
      facilities in advance, have searched within the base and in case
      they obtained the results of the investigation, there is a
      possibility that they are planning to carry out an attack against
      the Slayers, and as Vitaly did, potentially affecting the residents
      and visitors of Little Garden, but as soon as the restoration plan
      is completed we will leave the port of Sangria and for a period of
      time it will be safer for all to continue sailing without docking
      in some port.

      – However, there is the need to transport goods, materials, and
      so on.

      – At the present time, we will use small ships and anchor about
      ten kilometers from the port. I have thought that it is better to
      use transport ships of goods and to transfer in them only the
      people who need to reach land. Of course, because of this
      situation, we must firmly control the entry and exit to fulfill
      this condition…

      – That’s a great idea. Let’s get it done. Do you have anything
      else to add?

      – Yeah.

      Erika answered and continued.

      – That’s right, Claire-sama … besides that … A moment ago, you
      were thinking about Kisaragi Hayato, right?

      – That’s not true! What makes you believe that?!

      – No, for some reason, I thought…

      Erika thinks she looks suspicious, looking at Claire, who
      responds in panic.

      In the first place, Claire has not been able to calm down since
      Kisaragi Hayato left for Gudenburg yesterday. If you put yourself
      in her place, you would know it very well.

      – Lea, leaving that aside, the test for the team of three is as
      always today, is not it?

      – Uh, mm … yes, the practice will take place within another hour
      in the arena.

      – When I finish my work, I’ll go take a look.

      – And about what you heard a moment ago?

      – About that, I am going to compose myself. Now, it is correct
      not to investigate issues that make girls feel uncomfortable.

      – I understand. If you’ll excuse me.

      Tilting her head, Erika leaves the Student Council room.

      – Haaaaa…

      Claire looks up at the ceiling and sighs heavily.

      – If it’s not Liza, it’s Kisaragi Hayato. My heart is still
      being shaken.

      Are her rivals her brother Judal and Emilia Hermit?

      But, she cannot afford to lose.

      Claire stands up vigorously and puts her hand on the desk.

      – I am the <<Undefeatable Queen>> Perfect
      Queen, No matter what the battle, this one will not be
      defeated.

      Even if it is a battle of love…

      ***

      The arena of Little Garden.

      Krovahn, Nesat and Nakri, who changed their clothes to ‘Variable
      Suit’, were next to Charlotte on the battlefield.

      In this place a <Examination> Practice test will
      be carried out as planned.

      For these three, this is <Check Your True Power>. Three
      days after the terrorist attack occurred during the Garden’s Festa,
      the three members with artificial Variant were informed that Dr.
      Vitaly Tynyanov had committed suicide.

      Nesat had fallen into a frenzied state and traced a Savage, who
      was later disarmed by Kisaragi Hayato, to return to a state of
      normalcy.

      However, that was the day she returned to wake up, after being
      in a long period of sleep.

      – What are we going to do here now?

      Who asked to Charlotte was Krovanh.

      – That will be based on what you consider. You will be given the
      appropriate time for that. Meanwhile, the Student Council has given
      you permission to stay in Little Garden just as you have been
      doing. The room you were in is already repaired. So, for the
      moment, I recommend you to think carefully and to demonstrate how
      much skill you have.

      – Our ability? What do you mean with that?

      As for what Krovanh said, of course Nesat and Nakri tilted their
      heads at this.

      – I was going to explain this in the future, but as a result of
      the blood test taken to you, we have been able to understand that
      the nanomachines inside your body have a similarity to Variant
      Virus. It is the same case of Kirishima Sakura who’s also a carrier
      of artificial Variant. Although there is a big point that makes the
      difference. When the emission of a sound occurs at a certain
      frequency, it alters the nanomachines leaving them in a state of
      abnormality.

      – Therefore, it is the most probable that is what happened in
      the Festival some time ago….

      – Yeah, out of control.

      Clearly, what Charlotte said left the three individuals staring
      at the ground in complete silence.

      Looking at that scenario, Charlotte quickly continues.

      – Come on! You do not need to look as serious as that. Changing
      the properties of nanomachines within your body could prevent them
      from getting out of control in the face of those sounds.

      – Can you really do that?

      – I require all three of you for a week and for three hours a
      day to enter the capsule that is in the laboratory. Anyway, if you
      wish, we can completely remove the nanomachines.

      – As for that, we who are beings with artificial Variant… can we
      return to being ordinary humans?

      Charlotte nodded and continued.

      – If you want it, there is a way to do it.

      – In that case, what will happen to my sister’s eye?

      – I have prepared a prosthesis to replace the eye, the vision
      may decrease a little compared to now, but do not worry, the world
      will not go black because of that.

      – Krovanh…

      Nesat saw Krovanh’s face as asking what they should do.

      – Wait a minute Nesat, if we go back to being ordinary humans,
      our Hundred would be unusable, would not it?!

      – That’s right, Krovanh!

      It was Nakri who spoke between the 2.

      – Do you not remember the oath we made in which we would change
      this bastard world with the strength of our Variant under our own
      hands?!

      – …you’re right.

      After a few seconds, Krovanh responds.

      – We, we want to save those people who are in a situation
      similar to ours with our power. Also, we have not yet returned the
      favor to Little Garden.

      – I want to achieve that.

      Nesat said, supporting Krovanh.

      – Of course I do too.

      Finally, when she heard Nakri’s words, Charlotte smiled
      happily.

      – In other words, from now on you will become members of Little
      Garden, is that okay with you?

      – Yeah – Yup – Yes

      The three nodded together.

      – Okay, apparently you do not need time to think about it. Okay,
      I understand your dreams. Then we will leave aside the power
      measurement of your Hundred and start with the treatment. It is
      important to emphasize that it is not 100% successful. There is a
      possibility that your ability will be reduced, and in some cases
      almost completely disappears. There is no guarantee that you can
      retain and demonstrate the skills you now possess, and that you
      must also make a considerable effort to use the Hundred as you have
      to this day. Get ready for it.

      Then, as Charlotte said, and after a week, the ability of the
      nanomachines to be activated by a specific sound frequency has
      disappeared. But as Charlotte said, they have also lowered response
      levels, to less than half each.

      Even so, within a couple of days they began to regain use of
      their Hundred, and response levels have rebounded up to
      80%.

      What are their limits with their current conditions?

      As of now, there are no problems about the stress that may have
      the nanomachines, right?

      In order to be able to corroborate this, the three individuals
      are today in the Battlefield of the Arena and they are wearing
      their Variable Suit

      – Hee, apparently they have finally arrived.

      Just with Charlotte’s voice, Krovanh’s ears hear three
      footsteps.

      – ALL RIGHT, it’s been a while.

      Fritz Grantz, a carrier of the mechanical type Variant, freshman
      of the martial arts department of Little Garden, raised his right
      hand.

      On his right side is Latia Saint-Emilion, who is also a freshman
      in the martial arts department and on her left side is Liddy
      Steinberg, Vice-President of the Little Garden Student Council. All
      are members of a special squad, and all three have a prowess that
      stands out among all Slayers.

      – In response to my request, I apologize.

      – It’s okay, because it will be a good opportunity to test our
      ability.

      Liddy humbly responds.

      – I do not know what their states are, but it can’t be
      helped!

      Latia said, moving hostility toward the three artificial Variant
      people.

      It’s only natural that this happens, isn’t it?

      It’s been two times in which she and Fritz have fought against
      these three people, where they have been completely defeated: On
      the Zwei Islands and Kong Rurh. For Latia, this duel of practice
      has no other meaning than that of revenge.

      However, Fritz does not seem to think the same thing.

      – Come on, Latia. These guys want to be our friends. You do not
      have to be so cruel to them.

      He immediately pats her head with a cheerful attitude.

      – Ah! Don’t touch my head!

      She removes Fritz’s hand, and Latia shows her teeth.

      – I will not recognize these individuals as my companions, not
      yet!

      – Ha, what an impertinent mouth this weak one has here!

      That’s what Nakri said.

      – What?!

      Latia and Nakri faced closer and stared at each other, at that
      moment you could see the sparks emerging from the friction between
      them.

      – Oh my oh my, calm down you both. The battle has not yet begun.
      What if you deploy your armaments?

      – Then, let me deploy to mine first!

      With that said, Nakri threw her Hundred into the air and
      shouted.

      – <<100 Armament Deployment>> HUNDRED ON!

      Then, a golden glow emanated from the Hundred, and two
      <<Rings>> Chakram appeared in her hands.

      Hundred of the Holy Ballerina, <<Double Victory Combat
      Ring>> Dio Varga.

      – The next one is me.

      Continuing, Krovanh squeezes the Hundred in his right hand and
      unfolds it. The golden light creates a Hundred type Crusher, a
      double-edged sword,<<Double Edge Rebel>>,
      Orthos Liberio, in his right hand.

      – Ehm, Do we have to deploy too?

      – Yeah.

      – At the same time that Latia nods, a pink energy is released,
      and the Martial Arts type Hundred <<King Beast, God of
      Martial Arts>> Strike Beast appears, while Fritz
      emits an orange light, materializing a Hundred of Long Range type,
      <<Impenetrable Fortress>> Stronghold.
      Thus in his right hand there is a long-barreled rifle, the named
      ‘Shooting Star‘ appears. The next one is Liddy releasing a
      purple energy, and displays the Hundred type Phalanx <<Black
      Jest Spear of Svarga>> Midgard Schrange.

      Nesat is the only one that is not yet equipped.

      – Are not you armed yet?

      – I will do it.

      In response to that, Nesat puts aside the patch covering her
      right eye and reveals a bright golden pupil, Fritz babbles while
      looking at the Hundred.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      From the “Eye of Truth”, a ray of light emanated, such as a
      pillar of light, which extended until it reached the sky of the
      room. Between them, appears an identical rifle to the Shooting Star
      of Fritz.

      – Now that I think about it, you’re able to replicate the
      Hundred of other people.

      – Indeed.

      Nesat nods as she holds the gun in her arms and continues.

      – My Hundred is one of the Trace type.

      – Now that you’re all set, we’ll start the fight. It should be
      remembered that this is, after all, a test. My intention is not to
      look at the outcome of the battle. Seeing how the battle unfolds, I
      could stop the fight.

      -What!

      – Why, our victory was decided!

      Latia and Nakri were unhappy with this.

      – If you want to resolve this, please wait for the <<
      Martial Arts Academy Tournament >> to be held in the winter.
      Now without further ado, begin.

      Charlotte said that in an astonishing way, then left the
      battlefield and raised her hand high, pointing toward the
      ceiling.

      – Okay, start the test.

      The buzzer sounds in the whole arena. The person who rang the
      bell is Mei Mei, who is in the control room.

      Points to Liddy.

      I think I will not be able to prove my ability if I do not go
      first with that girl.

      – Uooooooooooooo!!

      Krovanh approaches in a straight line and swings his sword down.
      Liddy firmly received the attack with her shield on her right arm
      without breaking the balance of her body.

      – What’s the matter? Your power has diminished,
      compared to that time!

      Saying that, Liddy uses Midgard Schrange to make space.

      With the arms crossing, Krovanh attacks again with his Twin
      Sword, but still the shield blocks all the blows.

      (Damn, no matter how much energy I use, I feel I cannot destroy
      that shield!)

      I think I’m still not 100%. Anyway, the attacks I’ve received
      are minimal.

      While Krovanh realizes his condition, Latia and Nakri stand
      staring at each other face to face.

      – You’re certainly my opponent. So as not to talk big with your
      mouth anymore, I will let the difference of our true strength be
      through our bodies.

      – Who was talking big an instant ago was Nakri.

      With <<Dio Varga>> in both hands, she threw them
      pointing at Latia.

      – That’s our line!

      Latia starts to approach herself to Nakri as she continually
      evades the Chakram that were after her. And then lands a blow to
      the face with the fist of her right hand.

      – Agh!

      Latia sent Nakri flying to the corner of the arena.

      As he watched, Fritz whistled with a *HYUU* sound.

      – I’m Latia’s partner, let’s do it, don’t you agree?

      Nesat is the only girl left, so he points to her.

      – Shooting women is not my style, but what else can be done? So,
      let’s start the fight?

      Having prepared Shooting Star, Fritz gives free rein to the
      shots. In response, Nesat makes evasion maneuvers and exchanges
      bursts of bullets. Faced with this, Fritz shields himself with the
      shield in his left hand. Once again he starts to shoot. With a kick
      to the ground, Nesat jumps high and evades the attack. Faced with
      this, Fritz takes a defensive stance thinking that she will perform
      the same move as last time.

      But it was not so.

      Nesat fixed her gaze on Krovanh’s weapon as she went through the
      air.

      – Hundred, ON…

      – Haaaaaaa!

      Suddenly her weapon changed form, to the same sword Krovanh
      carries. Because of this, the blade hit the enemy.

      – Gaah!

      Despite shielding himself with the shield of his arm, he
      received an attack he had not imagined. Fritz’s body flew from the
      impact of the force of the sword, falling backward to the
      ground.

      – Ooh, incredible, incredible. Your fighting style is similar to
      Emilia’s. Besides, with your maneuverability, which is better in
      comparison to mine, it will be difficult to keep you company on my
      own.

      Fritz, who fell to the ground, murmured as he rose.

      First, he is a support shooter, he does not have the
      capabilities for a one-on-one duel.

      The figure of Nesat who changes her armament to a rifle, appears
      before his eyes. And she prepares to shoot by gathering energy. At
      the same time, Latia realizes this.

      – It’s dangerous, Fritz!

      – I cannot help it!

      Nakri, who was beaten by Latia, has risen.

      – In that case, I will do this!

      Announcing that, Latia raised her arm and hit the ground. Due to
      the action done by Latia, Liddy and Fritz, who have experienced
      this situation in the past, closed their eyes at the same time. A
      cloud of dust rises, covering the arena and the earth moves like an
      earthquake, shaking their feet

      – …Tsk…!

      Naturally, one could see that Nesat was confused. Because of
      this, she could not find the target to aim at, so firing was
      impossible. So she did not know where to start attacking.

      Focusing, Nesat, confirms what is around her by shaking her head
      slightly to the left, then to the right. Krovanh does the same.

      – I’m sorry, given the situation we had to separate you.

      Fritz murmurs in a low voice so his opponent cannot hear him,
      and he shoots an energy shot at Krovanh. The orange-colored ray
      rushes over the target.

      – Ghaa!

      Krovanh shouts.

      Subsequently, the sound of him falling to the ground echoes in
      the ears of others.

      – Krovanh!

      Nesat raised her voice to the point of resembling a cry of
      terror.

      – Hey, Krovanh, are you o-?

      Nakri’s words were interrupted.

      It was Midgard Schrange from Liddy, who attacked the body of the
      girl.

      Nakri, who did not notice that the spear point was approaching,
      failed to deploy the protective barrier.

      “Guh… aaa… what, damn it!

      Who falls to the ground emitting a voice of agony is Nakri. At
      the same time, the weapons are canceled. Now that the cloud of dust
      around the arena has become lighter, Nesat confirms the
      surroundings.

      In this situation, that little girl with hair similar to flames,
      where could her attack appear from?

      (That attack, From where will it come?)

      She looks for some trace or clues around her, but she doesn’t
      hear the steps approaching.

      (Is she not coming?)

      That’s what she thought.

      – !

      Nesat received a sharp blow to her abdomen.

      Of course, she fixed her eyes on her abdomen, so Nesat realized
      that there was a part of the materialized armament of the girl.

      (Such a thing, can I do something like that…?)

      Nesat’s body flew through the air and turned as giving a dance
      to fall to the ground.

      – Agh, gah…

      This is not yet finished. This meant that the Krovanh’s armament
      had not yet been dematerialized. That being the case, she tried to
      get up again.

      – This is checkmate.

      Then Nesat noticed that there was a gun pointing at her back
      from behind. When she looked back, she released a large sigh. There
      is nothing to do if it has come to this.

      Without another alternative, she raises her hands, recognizing
      defeat. Without waiting, the bell rang throughout the arena.

      – The battle is over, with that said, how are your bodies?

      With that, Charlotte appeared in the field.

      – Damn, we still are far away. If we could prove our true power,
      it would be impossible to lose against these guys.

      – Really, Doctor. Can we really regain the strength of
      before?

      – Be at ease. This will take some time, won’t it?

      Charlotte responds to Nakri who spoke after Krovanh

      – So far, if we have compared it since the beginning of the
      purification of the Variant Virus, its recovery has been quite
      high, to be honest, it has been much faster than I imagined.

      – Is that true?

      – That’s right, so be patient. Surely everyone believed that
      within a week they would return to be as before, however, it is
      indispensable to be careful from here on. Although Vitaly’s control
      over the nanomachines circulating within the bloodstream in each of
      you has been removed, it does not change the fact that it is still
      an artificial Variant. There is a possibility that it could go out
      of control if you are caught up in negative emotions such as
      hatred, anger, violence, and so on. If this happens your lives will
      be in danger.

      – I understand.

      Nesat replied.

      The other two nod in the same serious expression as her.

      – In that case, everything is fine. My turn is over. Claire, do
      you have anything to tell us?

      – Yes.

      The three people looked at the President of Little Garden who
      appeared in the arena. Somehow, they all had a nervous look.

      – I heard from Dr. Charlotte that you want to be Little Garden’s
      Slayers, am I correct?

      Claire, in place of Charlotte, spoke to the three people.

      And they responded with a lively yes.

      – Understood. In that case, you will be recognized as such. But
      with one condition. Little Garden Slayers, in addition to the
      Shingitai*, must have skills in literature and martial arts. That
      is why you will study with a scholarship.

      * TN: Shingitai means the three qualities of a sumo wrestler:
      heart, technique and physique.

      Claire smiled with a grin and continued with her words.

      – With that said, I thought you guys should start to immediately
      attend classes at school, therefore, do you accept?

      ***

      There is a meeting at some underground place. It is to listen to
      Judal Harvey, representative of Warslan, who talks about the
      terrorist attacks planned by Vitaly Tynyanov. The participants are
      representatives of United Nations’s member states and related
      organizations called “Selection”, who are just representatives,
      randomly elected.

      – Judal, today’s incident has been a disaster.

      Began to speak a voice on the other side of the screen, which
      was marked with the letter [B].

      There are eight participants in the meeting, including Judal.
      However, this is carried out without revealing the identity of the
      people who speak to Judal. This is because it is a measure that
      promotes honest expression without fear of deteriorating
      relationships with Little Garden. In addition the voices have been
      altered by the voice modifier, so it cannot be identified if it is
      a man or a woman.

      – I’m sorry for the inconvenience this time.

      Judal, who stands straight in the center of the conference,
      which has a circular shape where there are a total of seven black
      screens where the letters from [A] to [G] are displayed, inclined
      his head to apologize.

      – It is known that the perpetrator was originally a researcher
      in Warslan who had a long history there. From what has been said,
      it is presumed that she was your girlfriend, is that not so?

      The letter [C] shone on this occasion.

      When one of the representatives speaks, the character of the
      letter on the screen shines.

      – That’s all true.

      Judal responds frankly.

      – I do not feel any admiration for family problems.

      It was the character of the letter [F] that shone.

      – It’s inexcusable. But we already have the knowledge of
      terrorism. In the future, of course, with the construction of the
      base of Lunaltia, you can make use of it.

      The letter [D] is the one that shines this time.

      – So the base of Lunaltia, huh.

      Revealing a burlesque voice, the man beyond the screen [D]
      continued.

      – Going to another point, what will happen to the cost of Little
      Garden’s debt? Although the city of Sangria received no damage,
      some of its citizens find themselves in a negative attitude towards
      Warslan. Even if they appeal to Liberia, will not it be a great
      challenge to get congressional approval?

      – It is no problem. Warslan funds are enough to pay off the
      debt.

      – You mean that help is not needed, do you really agree with
      that?

      The letter [A] of the representative on the chair shone.

      This is the only participant who has a woman’s voice.

      – If you are going to give us your support, please contact the
      person who is developing the Lunaltia base.

      – What do you mean by that?

      This time the letter screen [B] lights up.

      – The first <<Residential Areas>> Colonies
      will be built and the <<Key of the New World>> will be
      transferred from this Earth to the base of Lunaltia.

      – Why do you go so far on that particular space station? What
      has Little Garden been doing?

      – On this subject, it is better to discuss it later in
      Parliament.

      It was the intervention of the representative behind the letter
      [A] that obstructed the doubt behind the man of the letter [F].

      – With this the meeting is over?

      – Yes, it is finished.

      Before the question of Judal, the representative responds.

      – Then there’s one thing I want to tell everyone about me.

      – We just came to hear your information today. Regarding the
      questions, we will not recognize any of them.

      The man beyond the screen of the letter [D] hurried to give the
      warning, but Judal continued with his words.

      – It is not a question. I speak on the basis of the anti-Slayers
      organization, and the search for such members.

      – Hey, I told you to stop. Besides you’re talking about the same
      thing.

      Again he interrupted the words of Judal, the man behind the
      letter [D].

      There, intervened the president.

      – It’s okay to say a little, isn’t it? Please continue.

      – But…

      – Listen to what he has to say from the beginning. Please
      continue.

      The president’s opinion here is absolute.

      He cannot interrupt a different opinion like that of the man of
      the letter [D].

      – Then give me some of your time. As everyone knows, most of the
      bases have already been taken under the control of the United
      Nations Integrated Army. However, it appears that in some places
      there are a few troops from some countries that have mobilized and
      have managed to get there.

      – In other words, what do you mean?

      The screen with letter [B] character lights up.

      – It means that there may be a country or organization that has
      obtained the results of Vitaly’s research.

      – You mean you suspect us?

      This time, it was the screen of the letter [G] that lit up and
      asked Judal.

      – No, I can only respond that there is a possibility of
      terrorism using that. Everyone, please keep it in mind. That is my
      advice.

      – It would be best for Little Garden to be careful.

      Said the unpleasant voice of the man behind the screen with the
      letter [F].

      -For your consideration, thank you very much.

      When Judal answered, a murmur of voices echoed in the room.

      – With this, does this conclude what you wanted to tell us?

      – Yes, I’ve finished with this. Thank you very much for your
      concern.

      Before the President’s question, Judal responds and thanks
      cordially.

      – All right, the meeting ends here, we, the members of
      ‘Selection’, will be looking forward to Warslan’s success.

      – For the good of world’s peace.

      Following Judal’s words, the voices of the people beyond the
      monitors spoke in unison as in a rehearsal concert.

      

    


    

    
      Chapter 2:Father and Daughter / Memories of the Park / The Pope and the Fiancée

      
      


      – Welcome back, Emilia-sama!!

      It was the Slayer Claudia Lowetti, who belongs to Gudenburg’s
      army, who greeted Hayato and Emilia who descended from the ramp
      connected to the transport ship that landed at Heathoria
      Airport.

      – This Claudia, was waiting for your return, Emilia-sama!

      As she hugged Emilia and said that, she stared coldly at
      Hayato.

      – And you, why did you come, Kisaragi Hayato.

      – This, I was told to come to protect Emilia…

      The so-called escort. With that said, it’s not just that.
      Besides he also has the mission imposed by the president to bring
      Emilia back to Little Garden.

      – Claudia, stop being cruel to Hayato. If you still have that
      horrible behavior, I’ll return immediately to Little Garden.

      – That’s right, Claudia. Thanks to Hayato-sama for accompanying
      Emilia-sama, she has returned home. That is not something that
      should be treated as evil.

      Continuing what Emilia said, and with a lively laugh, said
      Gerard Kilfelthar, senior officer of the Government.

      Hayato noticed his existence with that.

      – It’s been a long time, Kilfelthar-san.

      – Welcome, Kisaragi Hayato. Now we will go to Gudenburg.
      Emilia-sama has finally returned.

      – Yeah, I’m back.

      Listening to Emilia’s response, Kilfelthar begins to walk.

      – I have a vehicle ready, please follow me.

      Hayato and Emilia, were led by Kilfelthar to a black vehicle,
      which had a driver inside.

      Claudia and Kilfelthar go at the same time.

      I wonder how many times I’ve been in a vehicle like this. About
      the same as an aircraft- No, I think more times. I was not
      comfortable at first, but I was getting quite used to it.

      The journey time between the airport of Heathoria and the palace
      where the king of the kingdom of Britannia, the sovereign state of
      Gudenburg lives, is approximately fifteen minutes.

      The courtesy car crosses the city area where there are a lot of
      office buildings lined up one after another.

      – I have the feeling that this is not the same with relation to
      those days…

      Hayato murmured as he looked out the window. That time, in fact,
      was ten years ago.

      – The old part of the city was damaged during the Second
      Attack.

      Right after Claudia responded.

      *TURURURURU*, *TURURURURU*… an electronic sound was present
      inside the vehicle.

      – Hello?

      Hayato pulled a vibrant PDA from his chest. On both sides of it,
      Kirishima Sakura is shown. She is an all-round Idol, also known as
      <<Servant Princess of the Temple of the Rising Sun>>
      Sorceress of the East and a scholarship student from
      Little Garden. She has also self-proclaimed herself as Hayato’s
      childhood friend, and Hayato’s younger sister, Kisaragi Karen, who
      recently began her activity as an Idol, has found her as source of
      admiration.

      [Yes, Hayato–kun? Have you arrived to
      Gudenburg?]

      When he pressed the answer button, he heard a very enthusiastic
      voice. Of course, it belonged to Kirishima Sakura.

      – What are you saying so suddenly? I mean, you’re on a ‘Live
      Tour’ now, aren’t you? Besides, how do you know that I am in
      Gudenburg?

      [Of course, I asked Karen. And therefore, I thought this was
      destiny!]

      – Mm, destiny?

      [This is destiny. DESTINY. You know why?]

      – No, I do not know, but…

      [All right, I’ll give you a clue, what’s the country I’m in
      now?]

      – I don’t know, even if you say something like that so
      abruptly….

      [Why should not you know? Please stay current with my Tour
      schedules!]

      – Uhm, even if you tell me that…

      [Guess what, when we’re done, let’s go on a date]

      – What, a date?

      The moment he said that, Hayato felt that beside him there was a
      sense of bloodlust.

      Turning his eyes, he could see Emilia’s facial expression and
      the prana surrounding her.

      The time elapsed was not more than three seconds, but the time
      limit had already been fulfilled.

      [Hehe, time is up. I am currently in the capital city of Louvre,
      in the Kingdom of Francois. It is a short distance from Gudenburg
      using the bullet train. What I want to say is that, the ‘Live’ will
      be the day after tomorrow. Tomorrow I will be free, so if possible,
      I would like to see Hayato]

      – Give it to me!

      It was a strong tone.

      – It’s for the best!

      Emilia said again, who snatched Hayato’s PDA from his hands,
      seeing that he was somewhat confused.

      – Hello?

      It was a low tone, in a bad mood.

      Even so, Sakura could identify with the voice and immediately
      recognized that it was Emilia.

      [Why did you respond, this thieving cat*!? Please let me speak
      again with Hayato-kun!]

      *TN: Thief cat is a woman who has an affair with a married man.

      – No way. Besides, who are you calling a thieving cat!

      [It is said that the thief cat begins by being a liar. A man lied
      and approached Hayato-kun, and even tried to steal Hayato-kun’s
      heart!]

      – As for that, there were a lot of reasons and I have already
      explained that. So everyone gave me their understanding.

      […everyone? I’m not convinced. Students have a great sense of
      admiration for Hayato-kun, not like you who was posing as a man, so
      those students who support you are not convinced, or am I
      wrong?]

      – A…

      As you can expect with the truth, Emilia was lost without words.
      Of course not only with the premises, but in different places, the
      rumors attack, and sometimes the gazes were falling like rain.

      [Returning to the subject, let me speak to Hayato again. I want
      to finalize tomorrow’s plans]

      – Because tomorrow I have an important task to do with him, he
      will not have free time. So the appointment tomorrow will be
      impossible. The end!

      [What is this task? What time does it start and when does it
      end? Will you always be together]

      – Because it’s confidential, I cannot tell you anything. Anyway,
      Hayato has no time. Well, see you soon!

      – As she terminated the call, Emilia returned the PDA to
      Hayato.

      – Perfect, now it’s in silent mode. At this moment you have a
      duty to fulfill.

      – Hey you…

      I’ll apologize to Sakura later.

      While he was thinking that, Hayato put his PDA in his pocket.
      Suddenly, the vehicle stopped completely. Hayato decides to look
      out the window, making a visual inspection.

      But there was nothing in particular that caught his eye.

      The driver only showed his face and exchanged a few words with
      the security guard at his side, and then the vehicle began to move
      again and went through a giant gate.

      – From here on we are on royal grounds.

      In less than a minute since Claudia informed him of this, a
      gigantic structure was in sight.

      In a few moments, the vehicle stopped.

      – We’ve arrived, let’s descend

      The first one in descend is Kilfelthar, who was sitting in the
      passenger seat, to open the door to the rear seats where Hayato was
      sitting.

      Then Claudia, Emilia, and Hayato descended in that order.

      – Is this the palace where your father lives?

      Hayato murmured, staring at the palace in front of him. The
      mansion of the Governor of the Zwei Islands was quite large, but
      this surpassed five times its size. Apparently there were three
      buildings that were linked, it looked quite luxurious.

      – I was living here too, but for a short time.

      Immediately after Emilia said that.

      – It is been a long time without seeing you, Hime-sama

      The person who spoke was a girl dressed in a maid’s outfit.

      It could be said that she is the same age as Emilia? Her hair is
      short, black in color, bobcat style and has fine freckles on her
      nose. Emilia’s expression when seeing such a young girl suddenly
      changed to a tone of joy.

      – Kate! It’s been a long time. You’ve been good?

      – Yes of course. After Hime-sama left, I was quite sad. But I
      dedicated myself to being the best at managing tasks.

      – Ahaha, I’m sorry, I’m sorry … Ups, I did not introduce you to
      Hayato. She is my exclusive maid at this palace.

      – I was not previously, but now I am her exclusive maid.

      Saying that as if she barely opened her mouth, Kate lowered her
      head to Hayato.

      – My name is Kate Gramanshe* and I belong to the Royal Family
      Administration Department, I hope to be able to best serve
      Hayato-san during his stay. It is a pleasure to meet you.

      * TN: Her full name is written in Katakana and is ケ イ ト グ ラ ラ マ
      ン シ ェ. Keito guramanshe.

      – The pleasure is mine … but, apparently you already know
      me?

      – I have heard many things from Hime-sama.

      – Hey, Kate! Do not say unnecessary things!

      Emilia’s face was very red.

      I wonder what the hell they were talking about.

      – Ahahaha, then Princess-sama, we must first change your
      clothes. If you want to see your majesty, those clothes are not
      enough.

      – …Haa, why? Cannot we stay with our school uniforms?

      – Impossible. It has been a long time since father and daughter
      haven’t seen each other, and it is a good opportunity to show the
      beautiful appearance of Ojou-sama to Hayato-sama. Does Hayato-sama
      also want to see the lovely figure of Ojou-sama?

      – Well … I would like to see, I mean, I want to see…

      I wonder, what kind of clothes is, it is impossible not to pay
      attention to this.

      – You heard, Ojou-sama. Then we are going!

      – Uwaa! Save me, Hayato!

      The only thing Hayato could do was see how Emilia was dragged by
      Kate.

      – All right, Hayato-sama, we’ll be in the living room, waiting
      for Emilia-sama to change her clothes.

      The waiting room, led by Kilfelthar, had bright red walls and
      rugs, with chairs around an ancient desk, and had a magnificent
      view of the palace exterior. On the wall there was also a fairly
      large painting whose quality was of the highest.

      Inside the room, the silence fell until it was like the death
      itself.

      Claudia, Kilfelthar and Hayato were in this place. But none of
      them were close to Hayato, so he could not find a topic to talk
      about. Of course, in such a situation, in which he would soon find
      with the king himself, it was impossible for Hayato to remain
      calm.

      Hayato tests the water the maid brought when he entered the
      room, which was placed on the desk in front of his eyes.

      (I do not get along very well with carbonated water…)

      He was hesitant to drink the water that had bubbles, but he
      really thought it was carbonated water. As he looked around the
      room again, he heard *TAP* *TAP* and *TOC*.

      – Sorry for the wait.

      The door opened and Kate, who entered the room, called pointing
      to the hallway.

      – Hime-sama.

      – Y-yes…

      Emilia, due to Kate’s call, entered the room embarrassed, she
      was wearing a dress with many ruffle like a princess in a fairy
      tale.

      – How does she look, Hayato-sama? Have you fallen in love
      again?

      – No, I mean, I really thought I was in front of an
      Ojou-sama.

      – Uu…

      Emilia hanged her head and her face was bright red.

      – I cannot feel comfortable in this. The skirt is too long…

      – It’s very bad, princess-sama! It’s a disgrace!

      [image: Hundred_v05_p065]

      As she twisted her lips and watched Emilia lift her long skirt
      in both hands, Kate warns without delay.

      – I want to change clothes quickly, so let’s go to where
      Otou-sama* is.

      * TN: Emilia says お 父 様 (o-tou-sama), which means father, but
      including the honorific that is sama, so I left it like that.

      – Very good. Apparently you can go visit him. Ready to go?
      However, Hime-sama, in the presence of the king, I will not be able
      to follow your orders, I will do it as it is appropriate.

      – Uu, I know.

      – Well, then, let’s head over there.

      Guided by Kate, Hayato and Emilia left the living room. Claudia
      will accompany them to the bedroom where King Granald is waiting
      for them.

      – Hayato, let’s do as we have planned to when we meet
      Otou-sama.

      – O, ok…

      As they walked down the hall, Emilia whispered in Hayato’s ear,
      to remind him of the strategy to allow her to break her current
      engagement.

      He is Emilia’s lover, and their current relationship is that
      they are in the process of getting married. It is assumed that they
      will meet with King Granard under these circumstances.

      (Is it really good to do this …?)

      Deciding to lie to the king of a country.

      If this is discovered to be a lie, this could get pretty
      ugly.

      In spite of this, this operation was also accepted by the
      president. As a mission carried out by the Slayers, it must be
      fulfilled as such.

      – After your meeting with your majesty, you want to meet with
      your sisters?

      Kate asked Emilia.

      – No it’s fine. I do not want to see any of them even less meet
      them.

      – Claudia, come here.

      – What–what’s happening, what do you want to do while you bring
      your face to me?

      While Hayato whispered in Claudia’s ear, she took distance from
      Hayato as she writhed.

      It was an attitude that meant ‘you should not approach me’.

      – Well, I think the relationship between Emilia and her family
      is complicated.

      – Haaaaaaa…

      Listening to that question, Claudia released a rather large
      sigh.

      – Have not you heard anything about Emilia-sama’s family?

      – I heard something about her coming from another mother, and
      that mother comes from Wenz, so her blood is mixed.

      – That’s just the way it is. In the royal family of Gudenburg,
      all their members possess royal blood. Emilia, who has blood from
      the indigenous people living on the island, known as the kingdom of
      Wenz, is then a rare person. That’s why there are people who get on
      badly with Emilia, while others try to marry people from Wenz. To
      adhere to the rules that remain within the royal family, Emilia
      decided to leave the palace to maintain a good impression on
      people, but so there are people who hate that she is a daughter of
      one of his concubines.

      – Being royalty is a pretty hard job…

      – Even in Europe, the Kingdom of Gudenburg is a great historical
      country, as well as being a sovereign state within the Federation
      of Britannia. That is why Emilia-sama, the third princess, is
      involved in this political conflict in this way.

      When Claudia sighed with a rather serious face, Kate, who led
      the way stopped. Hayato also stopped. Then Kate hit the big thick
      door twice in front of her.

      – Your Majesty, I have brought with me Emilia Ojou-sama, and
      Kisaragi Hayato-sama.

      – Oh, oh, they’ve finally arrived. Let them get into the
      room.

      A thick voice was heard coming from the other side of the door.
      I wonder if it belongs to King Granald.

      Hayato’s tension increases.

      – I will do as you say.

      With that said, Kate opens the door.

      What you can see in the giant room is an old man lying on the
      bed, and a man about sixty years old standing at the side of
      him.

      – Hime-sama, Hayato-sama, please.

      At the request of Kate, Emilia proceeded to take a step towards
      the king’s bedroom.

      – Otou-sama, it’s been a long time.

      At the same time the door closed, Emilia bowed her head before
      the king. Then she turned his gaze to the man standing next to
      him.

      – It’s been a long time too, Bratt. Have you become Prime
      Minister yet?

      Emilia’s attitude was formidable. While for Hayato, his body
      could not stop shaking for a while back. Of course it was a matter
      of experience since, for Hayato, it was the first time he saw the
      king of a country in person.

      Meanwhile, the king’s eyes are directed towards Hayato.

      – Who is that young man?

      – He is my most precious person, and asked him for the
      impossible, to accompany me today.

      – Hou.

      Prime Minister Bratt’s gaze turns to Hayato, and the king again
      opens his mouth.

      – Could you introduce him to me?

      Those were the words of King Granald.

      -… Hayato.

      With a brief blow, Emilia hit Hayato’s stomach with her elbow.
      It was a signal to introduce himself.

      Putting into practice what Hayato learned, he bent down on the
      floor with one of his knees as a support, inclined his head and
      introduced himself.

      – My name is Kisaragi Hayato, I belong to the first year of the
      Department of Martial Arts of Little Garden. I am Emilia-san’s
      classmate and I have come to ask his majesty’s favor for…,
      this…

      – Hayato is a childhood friend, who also, during the Second
      Attack of ten years ago, was the person who saved me when I was
      injured by a Savage.

      Emilia continued, in support of Hayato who was lost in
      words.

      – I’ve been looking for Hayato for a long time, and when I
      entered Little Garden I could finally find him.

      The king’s gaze once again turned to Hayato.

      Hayato gulped his saliva tightly.

      “So why did you bring Kisaragi Hayato-kun to me?”

      “Because I want to marry him.”

      Emilia said.

      – So, this time I came to seek the approval of
      Otou-sama, I do not plan to live here in this palace, for I intend
      to stay with Hayato in Little Garden from now on, so I want to see
      the possibility if Otou-sama allows it”

      – Wait a minute Princess, what are you saying?! You are
      Douglas-sama’s fiancé–

      Prime Minister Bratt intervened appearing from the side, with a
      rather impatient appearance.

      – I want to cancel that engagement, that’s my main reason to
      return to Gudenburg.

      – Cancel it?

      With a voice very strong, Bratt jumped.

      – That’s very rude to Douglas-sama, who is your couple! To treat
      something like this as a joke!

      – I do not think it’s a joke at all, you Bratt know very well,
      do not you? Because as I said, since I’ve been in the palace I do
      not remember ever admitting that I accepted such a compromise.

      – Is that true?

      King Granald’s hesitation turned to Bratt.

      – What are you saying, Princess!? You are the princess of the
      royal family, who must watch over the good of the country. Is it
      that you do not know of ‘Noblesse Oblige’?*

      TN: It comes from the French, it means: nobility obligates.
      Whoever calls himself a noble must behave like a noble.

      – You who have blood relations with the kingdom of Wenz, this
      will be the era of chaos. With many excellent Slayers, with more
      times than can be protected the territory-

      – As for such a thing, I did not know that. But I would like to
      say that there is an alternative to that.

      – An alternative!

      Surprised, Bratt says raising his voice.

      – We, who belong to Little Garden, are to protect you. Hayato,
      the memorandum –

      – O, okay…

      Hayato took the letter that was given by the president out of
      his pocket and handed it to Emilia who was next to him.

      – Otou-sama, read this please.

      Emilia approached the king’s bed and handed the letter to him
      personally.

      King Granald opened his contents and glanced at it. While Emilia
      was talking about the contents inside her.

      – If a crisis comes to Gudenburg, and if the current forces are
      not enough, Slayers will be dispatched at no cost. That is the
      proposal of Little Garden, which is the memorandum from its
      representative, Claire Harvey. However, this will only be done if I
      remain a student of Little Garden. About what will happen after
      graduation, appears on the next page. Please, read it.

      At the request of Emilia, King Granald turns the page.

      – Even after my graduation there, to Gudenburg will be donated a
      ‘Variable Stone’, a learning center with Slayers of excellence, and
      if allowed, the company of Warslan will build a training school, as
      well as the dispatch of troops of Slayer without charge, as it is
      written there.

      – Indeed, everything that Emilia said appears written here.

      – But, if we include Little Garden soldiers and their support to
      our country, our relations with neighboring countries will worsen,
      and even if you think of national defense, it is better to leave it
      to the Federation than to forces from outside…

      – Bratt!

      – Y-yes!

      Without taking his eyes off and with a stern look, King Granald
      approached Bratt and whispered in his ear.

      – Father and daughter have not seen each other for a long time,
      could you please retire now?

      – But, your majesty…

      He did not want to concede

      It could be seen written all over Bratt’s face.

      – I’m requesting it to you.

      – I understand…

      After being pressed, Bratt lowered his head and walked past
      Hayato’s side and moved his legs toward the door. On his way as he
      passes between them, Bratt glances menacingly.

      – Hayato, do not worry about him.

      – O-okay…

      Emilia whispered in his ear.

      It is clearly demonstrated that the Prime Minister is against
      nulling the engagement.

      – Emilia, come to my side.

      When Bratt left the bedroom, the King spoke.

      – At once, Otou-sama.

      Emilia answered as she stood beside her father.

      Do not bother.

      Hayato stood in his position and saw how father and daughter
      interacted.

      – Show me your face more closely.

      At that, Emilia looked at King Granald. Then the King touched
      Emilia’s face with his palm.

      – You really look a lot like Remilia.

      – Okaa-sama?*

      *TN: In case you ask, it refers to Emilia’s mother.

      With a nod, the king continued.

      I really had problems with Remilia, we had very difficult times.
      And in the end, I was not with her at the time of her death. That’s
      why Emilia… I really, I want you to be happy.

      – Otou-sama…

      – That’s why I wanted you to go back to the palace, and I
      accepted Bratt’s proposal for that compromise. But I was wrong.
      Emilia, please forgive me.

      For a moment there was a brief silence.

      The king, who was chewing something, looked from the distance
      toward Hayato’s direction.

      – Kisaragi Hayato-kun.

      – Eh yes.

      Hayato answered hastily, being suddenly shaken.

      – The proposal sent from Little Garden, I will be delighted to
      accept it.

      – Oh…!

      Understanding what he suddenly said was something very
      unexpected.

      – So…

      Emilia’s expression shone incredibly.

      – As for the engagement related to Wenz, let us do our best to
      null it.

      – For real!

      Emilia flies to the bed where King Granald is.

      – Thank you, Otou-sama! I love you!

      The King caresses the head of Emilia. For Hayato, this figure,
      rather than that of a king, is that of a father.

      – And one more thing…

      Staring into Hayato’s eyes, the King continued.

      – Hayato-kun, take care of Emilia.

      Those words weighed heavily on Hayato’s shoulders.

      ***

      – How was your reunion after a long time with your father?

      On leaving the King’s bedroom, Kate, who was waiting in front of
      the door, approached.

      – I am relieved to know that it went better than I expected, and
      what is more, Otou-sama has approved the relationship between
      Hayato and myself.

      – Hey, what are you saying…?

      Hayato’s face filled with discomfort.

      – You were asked to take care of me, were not you?

      – Certainly that is what he said, but in the end we are not a
      couple isn’t–

      – Don’t say it, Hayato!

      Emilia covers Hayato’s mouth.

      – We do not know who could hear this.

      Certainly before that, Hayato stopped resisting.

      – Apparently on the subject of engagement…

      – Otou-sama, has said he will break the engagement with
      Wenz.

      – Hime-sama, I’m glad you did!

      It was Kate who gave a voice of joy. On the other hand, the
      expression of Claudia who waited in front of the door remained a
      little cloudy.

      – It’s too early to be celebrating.

      – What do you mean, Claudia-sama?

      – The compromise between Emilia and Douglas was established by
      mutual agreement between the Kingdom of Gudenburg and the Kingdom
      of Wenz. Therefore, should it be annulled, it must first be
      approved by Wenz, and will they accept it…? As a result, even
      knowing this, that nullifying it under these circumstances, I do
      not know what kind of compensation they will ask for.

      – That will surely be handled by Otou-sama. Besides, it’s an
      issue that does not concern me. Those who decided to make a
      marriage engagement without my authorization have to take
      responsibility.

      At that moment, the figure of the Minister who stared at him as
      he passed near him went through Hayato’s head.

      Surely he will be one of those who takes responsibility.

      – Other than that, I have something to ask to Kate and
      Claudia.

      – What is it that you desire?

      – What do you want?

      Kate and Claudia asked, one after another.

      – I would like to go out on a date with Hayato, but I am in
      these clothes today and I would like to change. Of course Hayato
      too.

      ***

      – Hmm, somehow, I cannot remain calm…

      It was too flashy to be dressed in Little Garden’s uniforms,
      which is why Hayato wears a white shirt, a red bow tie, black cloth
      trousers and black slacks, that is, he’s dressed as a gentleman,
      and is waiting outside the room where Emilia is changing her
      clothes.

      The suit feels pretty tight, because I’m not used to wearing
      clothes like that. In a way, I can understand the feeling of Emilia
      when I put myself in the place of her, having to wear such flashy
      clothes* a while back.

      * TN: The word used is フ リ フ リ “furifuri”, whose google search
      casts different types of costumes.

      In addition, women take a long time to change their clothes.

      About five minutes passed since Hayato changed his clothes, when
      the door where Emilia was changing finally opened.

      – Thanks for waiting, Hayato.

      Talking about Emilia’s dress, this was a white one-piece suit,
      which contained fewer decorations, compared to the dress she used
      previously.

      – You, that costume…

      – Ehehe, you recognize it?

      – As for that, I’ve recovered a lot of my memories.

      The dress he saw Emilia in looks exactly like the one he saw
      when they met in Gudenburg years ago.

      – Okay then, now that we’ve finished changing clothes, let’s
      start our date―eh, before that, Claudia.

      Emilia looks at Claudia who helped her change clothes.

      – What, what is it that you need?

      – I’ll just say it once and it’s about surveillance, but we do
      not need you to follow us.

      – EEHH!?

      – And of course we will not need bodyguards.

      – But why?

      – Because you’ll be a nuisance. Besides, Hayato and I are
      Slayers, so we can do anything. We do not need something like
      that.

      – That’s true, but…

      Claudia had no arguments against that.

      A big smile spread over Emilia’s face.

      – Of course Kate will not do any unnecessary action.

      – That is correct. I do not want to be hated by Hime-sama.

      – In that case, we’re leaving!

      With that said, Emilia took Hayato’s hand.

      ***

      Together with Hayato, they left the palace, boarded a bus and
      went to the older part of the city of Gudenburg.

      – This neighborhood has changed considerably.

      Hayato got off the bus and could not believe the view that was
      in front of him, and which could not have imagined ten years ago.
      Each building was new and modern.

      – The oldest buildings collapsed almost completely when the
      <<Second Encounter>> Second Attack occurred.
      The buildings you see here, are the result of the reconstruction of
      them. In spite of being called “Ancient town”, in fact, it owns
      constructions that are newer than the center of the city.

      Abruptly, Emilia stopped walking, when she crossed the
      street.

      – Oh! Wait, look what’s there.

      Beyond his gaze was a stall selling ice cream cones

      – Do you remember, Hayato? We used to buy ice cream cones there
      and we ate them together.

      Immediately upon hearing that, the memories of the past come
      back to life once more.

      – If you say so, I think that such a thing really happened…

      – I still remember. The first thing we ate together, the day
      after we met for the first time. Hayato had chosen a cone of ice
      cream for me, because I had left my purse in the mansion, since I
      had sneaked out of there.

      – Oh!

      Memories that resurface from the depths of the mind.

      – That’s right, the feeling that you’re the same girl as that
      time.

      – Do I look weird? Now that I’m wearing this beautiful
      dress?

      – Not at all, certainly I think that you look beautiful,
      but…

      – Then, what’s the difference?

      – I think that maybe, you should act more like a girl?

      – Eh… that… the thing is, that has a motive.

      – And what would be?

      – Because in Little Garden, I had to act in a masculine way, to
      keep my secret from being revealed.

      – If that’s the case, then what about now?

      – Now?

      – I think it’s enough that you keep on expressing yourself as a
      man, even though…

      The night of the festival.

      That time Emilia said [Watashi]* behind the school building of
      the Slayers.

      *TN: Watashi [私] is the feminine or formal form of the
      first person “I”.

      But then, she again expressed herself by saying [Boku*].

      *TN: Boku [僕] is the masculine form of naming oneself.
      There is also Ore [俺], which is more informal.

      The only difference was when she was in front of her father.

      – That I express myself more femininely? So how about this,
      Kisaragi Hayato?

      – That, as far as femininity, will not be achieved by mimicking
      the president…

      – I thought Hayato liked this kind of thing.

      – What are you saying!?

      – Ah! Have you become impatient? Hayato likes the president!
      While I’m only the childhood friend!

      – You’re wrong. That’s not the problem, you’re the way you are,
      I mean, that’s fine.

      – Who are you trying to fool now?

      – It’s not that. Living in a palace, in a place like this, when
      you were talking to your father in that way, it was as if the one
      who was speaking was an Ojou-sama, I had the feeling that this
      person belonged to another world. But at that moment, I did not say
      anything.

      – I see … if that’s the case, let’s leave it as it is. To be
      honest, this way I feel more comfortable, ‘Boku’

      – In other words, does not that mean that now this land is
      yours?

      – Uu, Hayato is mean.

      – Leaving that aside, what you want to do? Do you want me to buy
      ice cream cones? Maybe it’s not the best time, since it’s not hot
      today though.

      – It’s ok! Buy, buy, buy!

      Hayato approached the stall selling ice cream cones along with
      Emilia, who nodded many times, submerged in joy.

      – Give me two, please.

      It was Hayato who ordered. And Hayato was also the one who paid.
      Apparently he could not pay by card, so he used the coins when
      making the change in advance before he reached Gudenburg.

      – Thank you, Hayato.

      Emilia replied with a smile and then called the salesman who was
      preparing the ice cream cones.

      – Sir, Did you use to sell ice cream cones here before the
      Second Attack, right?

      – Oh, miss, you were my client that time.

      Hayato does not remember at all, but Emilia’s memories seemed to
      be fine.

      The salesman then opened his eyes and his mouth widely,

      – Oh! Now I remember, this kid here. Oriental youths are very
      rare here. He came very often to buy at that time, but since the
      incident occurred, he never appeared again, I was quite worried.
      But you’re alive. I’m really happy.

      – I do not live in Gudenburg now, but I came back here after a
      long time with him.

      – I see, I see. In that case, let me serve you a large portion
      of ice cream. Look! This is for the young lady.

      – Uwaaa! It’s gigantic!

      Incredible, the height of the cream reaches twenty
      centimeters.

      – Be careful that you do not spill over, brother.

      – Thank you.

      .Hayato received the ice cream cone that was the same size as
      Emilia.

      – If you feel like it, please come back whenever you want.

      – Yup, when we return to Gudenburg, we will.

      After leaving the store, they began to walk.

      – After all this cone of ice cream, is delicious.

      – Yeah.

      Answered Hayato.

      – What do you want to do now? Do you want to go to the park?

      – Of course.

      He answered at the same time he nodded.

      As they walked licking their ice cream cones, they walked with
      their shoulders next to each other, until the park became
      visible.

      – The park went through a restoration and seems to have been
      identical to the past.

      As she says that, Emilia takes a step toward the park.

      – I agree.

      Hayato and Emilia sit on a bench like in the old days.

      – When I do this, I feel that I traveled ten years ago.

      Said Hayato.

      – However, I was suddenly in trouble when the Savage were
      attacking.

      -That is not something to laugh at.

      She tentatively sketches an ironic smile.

      – I’m sorry, I’m sorry. I remember, there’s a scar left that
      time.

      – You mean the scar on your chest?

      – Yeah, since I got to live in Little Garden, the mark has begun
      to disappear. Do you want to corroborate it now?

      – EEH!?

      A loud, stunned voice emitted Hayato, while Emilia put her hands
      on her dress.

      – Ahahaha, it’s a joke.

      Emilia laughed.

      Apparently he’s been the victim of a prank.

      – Charo says that the wound, which in a beginning was said that
      would not disappear for the rest of my life, has become to this
      because of the environment that exists in Little Garden which is
      made to increase the immune power of the Slayers, and may be due to
      the state of mind.

      – State of mind?*

      *TN: 気の持ちよう kinomochiyou.

      – Correct, state of mind.

      With that said, Emilia touched the top of her dress and rubbed
      where the wound was.

      – This scar somehow reinforced the bond between Hayato and me.
      That is why, sometimes I have thought that I do not want it to
      disappear. However, now that I’ve been able to start again with
      Hayato, I don’t need it anymore.

      – Hey, what do you mean…

      – Which reminds me that, that day, this is what I really wanted
      to do to Hayato.

      – Hey! What are you doing so suddenly!?

      *CHUTTO*, Emilia kisses his cheek, and with it Hayato’s face
      becomes extremely red.

      – Mou, how can you feel ashamed by such a thing? We are no
      longer children. Do you not you remember the other day?

      – The other day―

      – When we kissed on the mouth.

      Emilia put the tip of her fingers on her lips as she said that.
      That gesture is extremely charming, Hayato skipped a beat.

      – What are you going to do? Why do not you try these?

      – No, that’s fine. But, why did you not kiss me on the cheek
      that day?

      – Because on the morning of the next day, it was planned that
      Hayato should return to Yamato. That’s why I wanted to try to leave
      him a farewell kiss. That day my heart was beating so hard that I
      could not sleep… that’s why I came to lie down on the bench.

      – That’s what I can remember too.

      Saying it, he could remember

      It was true. On the morning of the following day, Hayato was
      scheduled to return to Yamato.

      – I did not like having to separate from Hayato, my heart was
      breaking. And so, to see you once more, I wanted to give you a kiss
      as a good luck charm. But, we could not meet.

      Smiling, Emilia moves her hands over and over.

      – Hey… hey… you…

      – Hey, Hayato. We have already presented ourselves to my
      Otou-sama as a couple with a promise of marriage. Would it be bad
      if that were true?

      Emilia stared at Hayato’s face and said that.

      – Hey, wait a minute…

      – No, look at me.

      Saying that, Emilia put her hands on Hayato’s face.

      – Uu…

      Hayato was forced to see Emilia in front of him.

      Then Emilia began to bring her face closer.

      – Emilia, please, stop … not just the president, but also Dr.
      Charlotte have asked us to avoid having too much contact, since
      there are parts that are not fully comprehended about what might
      happen if there is interaction between two Variant.

      – We are fine. So far nothing has happened. The Variant Virus is
      stable.

      As she said that, Emilia was getting closer and closer. But
      there was an electronic sound that emitted the PDA that was in the
      pocket of the skirt of Emilia that moved the two people away.

      – Aaa why, we were just at the best part. Who the hell dares to
      call!

      As she showed her frustration with a sharp tone, Emilia took the
      PDA from her pocket.

      – Claudia? What does she want now?

      Even demonstrating her displeasure with her lips, Emilia
      accepted the incoming call.

      – Hello, Claudia? There’s something wrong?

      Emilia answers the phone with a grumpy appearance. Then the
      voice of Claudia is heard, which is strong enough even to be heard
      by Hayato.

      – I’m sorry, Emilia-sama. But there is a serious problem! You
      must return to the palace as soon as possible!

      ***

      – Long time no see, Princess Emilia. I’m truly delighted to see
      you again, that I feel I can ascend to heaven.

      The person who was waiting for Emilia to come to the palace was
      a young man with silver hair and dressed like royalty. His name was
      Douglas Edward Wenz. The third prince of the kingdom of Wenz. And
      the man who was Emilia’s fiancé. Beside him was the figure of
      Gudenburg’s Prime Minister, Bratt Fitzroy, who was the person he
      met when he visited the King.

      – Why did Douglas come to the palace!?

      – I heard the rumor that Princess Emilia had returned to
      Gudenburg, and I had the privilege to come here.

      Saying that, Douglas knelt down, trying to hold Emilia’s
      hand.

      – Stop!

      Emilia shouted, taking her hand away from there just before
      Douglas could take it.

      – Why did you do something like that? Are we not that
      engaged?

      Surprised, with an expression that seemed to be very
      exaggerated, he presented his doubt to Emilia.

      – Have not you heard anything from Bratt yet? Not long ago I
      consulted my Otou-sama if it was possible to get rid of this
      engagement, and so Otou-sama accepted.

      – I had heard that.

      With an expression that tightened his face, Douglas continued
      talking.

      – Princess Emilia, I cannot believe you chose that man, Kisaragi
      Hayato, over me. Is that true?

      – It is true. I love* Hayato.

      * TN: It says: 大好 き = daisuki, which is (I like it a lot), it
      is a “loving” softer than aishiteru, but the latter is practically
      not used, unless it is private since it has a very strong
      connotation.

      – Hey, Hey, Emilia…!?

      Hayato is perplexed, since Emilia links their arms together.

      Looking at the two of them, Douglas makes his teeth grind with
      frustration.

      – …I see. If she is able to say something like that, then I have
      no other choice than myself, to prove if Kisaragi Hayato really is
      a man fit for Princess Emilia.

      Saying that, he deploys his armament.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      The ring in his right hand shines, and becomes a <Red long
      sword> Broadsword.

      His armament appeared to be similar to Hayato’s Chevalier type.
      Then he points with the edge of his sword, <<Glorious
      Crimson>>, Red Glory, to
      Hayato.

      – Hey, Douglas, what do you think you’re doing!?

      Emilia shouted.

      – It’s a challenge to a duel.

      – Duel?

      As he stared at Hayato, Douglas declared.

      – The wife of a Slayer, must have the same skills as the Slayer.
      You know what it is necessary for the future of mankind. I’d like
      you to show me if your ability is suitable for it.

      – Hold on, Douglas. I like Hayato, I do not care if he’s not the
      best Slayer that exists!

      – Please wait, Princess Emilia. This duel will also be
      beneficial to you.

      It was Bratt who stepped in and spoke from the side.

      – What is it you’re talking about, Bratt?

      – Douglas-sama said: “If Kisaragi Hayato is victorious in the
      duel, we will give up the engagement to Princess Emilia.”

      – Is that true?

      – I swear by the gods of heaven and earth.

      At Emilia’s question, Douglas replied with his head down.

      – But, in case I win the duel, Princess Emilia will return to
      Gudenburg, and she will marry me. If, on the contrary, you reject
      it, for the next ten years, 80% of the distribution of the Savage
      cores and the Variable Stone, which the United Nations gives to the
      kingdom of Gudenburg, will be received by my Kingdom, the Kingdom
      of Wenz. That would be the cost of canceling the engagement.

      – How can you ask for something like that!?

      Claudia screamed hysterically.

      – Such a demand, it is impossible to accept! In addition to
      suffering an economic loss, the military force will also fall, the
      position that the Kingdom of Gudenburg has within Britannia will
      vanish!

      – H-Hey, Emilia…

      What to do, Hayato looks into Emilia’s eyes. Hayato is totally
      unaware of the ability of that guy. It is impossible to judge by
      just seeing it.

      – It’s too bustling inside, what is happening in here?

      It was the voice of a transparent woman who dominated the place
      with a few words.

      In addition to Hayato and Emilia, Douglas, Bratt, Claudia and
      Kate who were also in that place looked in the direction from which
      came that voice.

      Who was there was a woman in a white dress with a high hood,
      where a thin cloth that hung from that covered the upper half of
      her face, and on both sides of her, wearing short skirts, were two
      young ladies wearing habits of black color that gave the impression
      that allowed them to have a better mobility.

      The voice belonged to the woman in the center with the hood.

      The three people walked from the back of the palace in the
      direction of Hayato and company.

      – This is the royal palace, the king’s residence! Is not a place
      to withdraw and swing your weapon!

      – Who do you think you are! Do not you know who I am!

      Douglas moved the tip of his sword that was in the direction of
      Hayato toward the person in the white habit. The thin cloth breaks
      and her face is exposed.

      Pale, blond hair. It was a beautiful woman whose face had
      perfect features. At the same time, the young women standing next
      to her shouted with their hands holding the crucifix on her
      chest.

      – HUNDRED ON!!

      The crucifix turns into golden particles and then a giant
      halberd forms in their hands.

      The girls then point their weapons at Douglas.

      – Lower your weapons.

      The woman in the white habit said.

      – Are you sure?

      – Do not worry, cancel your armaments.

      The two girls listened to the words and they dematerialized the
      armament.

      – The person who calls himself the Prince of Wenz, is a wild
      one.

      Then the woman dressed in white continued, addressing her words
      to Douglas.

      – …So if you know me, why that attitude? Tell me what your name
      is!

      – I’m going to ask you to lower your weapon first, please.

      – Answer my question!

      – It can’t be helped.

      The woman in a white habit murmured as if she were surprised,
      and then she moved the palm of her hand toward Douglas.

      – Fly, vulgar.

      Then Douglas’s body flew a couple of meters and crashed into the
      wall.

      – What? What was that? What the hell are you, damn it!!?

      Using his sword as a cane, Douglas staggered to his feet. In his
      face, one could see the expression of terror emanating from
      him.

      [image: Hundred_v05_p096]

      That would be natural. No one could understand what she did, not
      even Hayato or Emilia.

      – I am Serivia Notredame, Paul III. The current Pontiff of the
      <<Holy Church>> Puritaria.

      – Re-really…?

      Hearing that name, Douglas’s eyes widened. Hayato is the
      same.

      Speaking of the Pontiff, representative of Puritaria, is a
      religious leader capable of having the same authority as the king
      of a country.

      – Impossible, to think that the Pope was a woman…

      Emilia murmured spontaneously.

      – Is it so strange?

      The pontiff smiled and continued.

      – There were moments in the past when the Pope were women…
      Although, this was kept in complete secrecy. In addition, it is
      supposed that the Pope should not expose their face to the
      public.

      – Serivia-sama, the other one is over there.

      The one that spoke was the girl standing on the right side of
      the Pope.

      – Understood.

      In response, Serivia looked to where the girl standing on her
      right side was pointing her finger, and focused her gaze.

      – Those people who feel hostility towards us, we ask you,
      please, immediately release your arms and throw them in front of
      us.

      Hayato could not understand the meaning of those words. Because
      it turns out that where she looked at, there was no one.

      – It can’t be helped. There is no alternative but to respond to
      animals than being an animal per se.

      By saying that and from her right hand, Serivia made appear a
      dagger that emitted light.

      (What will she do now?)

      It did not appear to be a materialized weapon. She also did not
      say a keyword.

      The pontiff threw the dagger at the wall. But it didn’t land on
      it. It made a loud noise in the air and then fell to the ground.
      Then a silver-haired girl in a black helmet and suit suddenly
      appeared in that place.

      Before mentioned woman, Serivia said.

      – Apparently, your Hundred has the ability to capture the
      surrounding and reflect it on your Variable Suit. It is best to be
      used as a guard.

      – !!

      The black-clad woman gritted her teeth, unable to say
      anything.

      – Is she one of your subordinates, third prince of Wenz?

      – Tch, of course, it is only natural for me, the third prince of
      a country, to have bodyguards around me!

      At the same time Douglas shouted, the door through which Serivia
      entered opened again.

      – Who will enter now?

      – Your Majesty!

      Cried Bratt.

      – Are you OK?

      Bratt hurried to King Granald who was walking hard, and used his
      body for support.

      – I’m really sorry, King Granald. Although I came to visit you,
      this became a mess. Is your body feeling better already?

      – Do not worry, Your Holiness-sama, I feel better for now.
      What’s important, what kind of situation is this, Bratt? In
      addition, you…

      The sight of King Granard is headed toward Douglas.

      Douglas then knelt down and introduced himself to the king.

      – I am the third son of the Emperor of the Kingdom of Wenz,
      Douglas Edward Wenz. Today, I heard that Princess Emilia had
      returned to Gudenburg, and that she had requested the annulment of
      the marriage engagement, so I hastened to come here.

      – That’s what this is about…

      Apparently they could understand the situation in general.

      Then followed Bratt supporting the above.

      – However, the attempt of Douglas-dono was in vain, since the
      princess Emilia wants to annul in any way her engagement with
      Douglas-dono. That’s why the fuss…

      – His majesty, all that Douglas-dono said, that if the
      compromise is annulled, for the next decade, 80% of the Savage
      cores and the ‘Variable Stone’ sent by the United Nations to the
      Kingdom of Gudenburg will go to the Kingdom of Wenz.

      It is Claudia who said that with a certain level of
      indignation.

      Similarly, King Granald’s expression becomes stiff at this.

      – Bratt, is that true, about the conditions regarding
      cancellation of the engagement? Although I regret it a lot, I do
      not find that the demand really is so exacerbated.

      – This is the case where it cannot be resolved by a duel.

      – … A duel, that’s…?

      -That is so. If it is possible for you to see a duel between
      Kisaragi Hayato and me, then it is certain that Emilia-Hime will
      fall in love with me. That is why I have such confidence, that I
      request to you the possibility of authorizing the duel between
      Kisaragi Hayato and myself.

      – That is absolutely impossible!

      – In other words, Princess Emilia, do you mean to give up?

      – What do you say, I never said anything like that!

      – I get it. His majesty also seems to show signs of disapproval,
      so let’s change the condition. If Kisaragi Hayato accepts a duel
      with me, regardless of the result, to that point the engagement is
      already ruled out. But, if I win against Kisaragi Hayato, as a
      change to the aforementioned condition, you will promote me as
      Commander of the Slayer troops of the Allied Forces of the
      Federation of Britannia.

      – What, what things are you saying, you!

      It is Claudia who interrupts by raising her voice.

      . – That request is also unthinkable. Not only limited to the
      management of Allied Forces Slayer, the commander of all units, is
      a position occupied by people from the sovereign country, which is
      Gudenburg. It is impossible to consider it from a perspective for
      national defense and even less, the people of Gudenburg will
      definitely not approve! Even the Prime Ministers, to this day, have
      never come from Wenz!

      – You certainly cannot say the same thing, Miss.

      Who said that was the Prime Minister, Bratt.

      – …But your Majesty, he has certainly abandoned the subject of
      concessions of his previous condition and now that we must fight
      against the Savages in all Britannia, if we have Douglas-dono who
      is the third prince of Wenz leading the troops of Slayers, who also
      in his country possesses many excellent Slayers, if you think about
      it’s not bad at all. Wenz’s position as first commander would not
      be a bad compensation given that his name has been stained up by
      the abandonment of the engagement. In addition to―.

      Bratt’s gaze is directed toward Hayato.

      – As a result of new research, isn’t Hayato-dono an
      extraordinary and excellent Slayer within Little Garden? If he
      defeated Hayato-dono in a duel and takes victory, then it is more
      than likely that the inhabitants of Gudenburg will agree with
      it.

      After hearing those words, Emilia thinks that Bratt is a type of
      guru.

      The political party of which Bratt is the representative brings
      political ideas like the subject of reconciliation with the Kingdom
      of Wenz, besides that receives a strong support from the royal
      family of Wenz. That is why he has such a deep relationship with
      Douglas. And there may be the possibility of a secret pact with the
      royal family of Wenz, from which he could have obtained the
      cooperation in the election as Prime Minister, so as to eventually
      give some sort of position to the royal family of Wenz.

      – I see. If Hayato-kun is okay with it, I’ll acknowledge the
      duel.

      – Your Majesty, are you serious?

      Claudia shouted.

      There is no other way if it is to break the engagement. In
      addition, Britannia United* is one of the most beloved wishes of
      the Federation of Britannia, and a dream for me that has a few
      years of life left.

      * TN: Says “O-ru Buritania, All Brittania, it sounds bad but
      that’s how It is in the raw.

      – Knowing and respecting each other’s country, it is essentially
      true that those who have an innate ability are born with it or come
      from a certain family, but have a sense of strong responsibility,
      and are truly righteous. What about you, Hayato-kun?

      When asked, Hayato set his eyes on Emilia. She suddenly
      nodded.

      – Very well, I agree.

      Hayato said firmly.

      – When is the date of the duel?

      Douglas answers Emilia’s question.

      – What do you think about tomorrow at noon?

      – Hayato do you agree to that?

      – Yes, no problem.

      He agrees and nods.

      – Even though I’m not directly involved with this, would it be
      possible to join me as a spectator?

      – Huh…?

      All members present there were surprised, of course Hayato too,
      seeing that Serivia was getting into the discussion.

      – No no, for the Pope attending that kind of―.

      It was Bratt who said that with some bashfulness.

      – There is no need to feel insecure. The agenda we had occupied
      for today, and since tomorrow there is nothing, we will have the
      privilege of being able to stay here, in the palace, tonight. I
      want to express my most sincere thanks and-

      – Are you completely sure?

      It is King Granald who calls her attention, requesting an
      answer.

      – That’s right, there is no problem.

      Serivia replied immediately and continued.

      – It’s because I want to see the excellent Slayer of Little
      Garden and the Prince of Wenz, that turns out to be also the
      Kingdom of Slayers.

      – Serivia-sama. It’s almost time for the next plan.

      The girls on either side of Serivia spoke one after another.

      – Oh my oh my, I see. Very well then, if you will excuse us, we
      will retire. Kisaragi Hayato and Princess Emilia, you will stay
      here in the palace, correct? Then we are likely to see each other
      again. At that moment, I will be under your care.

      As she said that, Serivia would leave the palace next to the two
      followers.

      – Very well, if you’ll excuse me.

      Douglas takes the woman who is his escort and leaves the
      palace.

      – Princess Emilia.

      Just when she crossed over to Emilia and Hayato.

      – Certainly that man, of course, there is nothing special to
      come from Little Garden, I knew that immediately. In the same way I
      will be deeply alert as to my judgment may be wrong. Now if you
      want to resolve the issue of cancellation, please tell me as soon
      as possible. If you excuse me.

      ***

      – … Even when I come to Gudenburg, I’ll encounter a duel…

      Hayato, who sits on a chair in a room, that looks quite similar
      to a luxury hotel, mutters as he looks up at the ceiling.

      This is a guest room that is located on the second floor of the
      guest building on the west side of the palace where the king
      lives.

      It is the room where Emilia will sleep today.

      Originally, the royal family lives on the east side of the
      building, and although she was also living on the east side, Emilia
      said she did not want to go there, so Hayato decided to stay in the
      room next to it.

      – First of all, let’s inform the president.

      Emilia, who hung Hayato’s coat on the hanger at the entrance to
      the bedroom, took the Tablet PC from the briefcase that had
      previously been transported to this place.

      – You’re right.

      The purpose of Hayato’s visit to Emilia’s room was to report
      themselves.

      Emilia put the tablet on a small round table in front of him and
      sat in the chair next to Hayato. And together they look towards the
      Tablet. But Hayato does not get along with machines, so it’s Emilia
      who operates the device. It changed the state of the switch to on
      and the application launched the communication that makes the call
      to the president. After two dialing tones, communication was
      established. The appearance of the president is displayed on the
      tablet.

      [Thank you for keeping in touch…, you, what happened to you,
      that appearance…]

      Hayato remembers that they are not currently wearing Little
      Garden uniforms.

      – Well, a lot of things happened.

      *Ahaha* laughed Emilia, trying to hide what happened and
      continued.

      – Leaving that aside, we have things to report but, so many
      events have happened that it has all become really chaotic.

      [Chaotic? But what happened there?]

      Then Hayato began to relate the facts, putting them in order,
      from his arrival in Gudenburg.

      It was reported that Emilia’s father was better than he thought,
      since he accepted Little Garden’s proposal, and said he would
      nullify her engagement. However, there was one person opposed to
      this, her fiancée Douglas, who said he would not accept the
      abandonment of the engagement.

      If that was done, then for the next decade 80% of both the
      Variable Stone and the cores that were obtained from the Savages,
      which the United Nations destined to the Kingdom of Gudenburg, had
      to be transferred to the Kingdom of Wenz.

      [That’s a highly complicated demand. It would put even Little
      Garden in trouble]

      If you wish to send a Slayer without cost to Gudenburg, then you
      could send the Variable Stone and the Savage cores as a thank you
      to Little Garden.

      – But, that is already in the past. On the other hand, Hayato
      has to face Douglas tomorrow.

      [Please wait a moment. A battle? What, couldn’t you have talk
      about it?]

      – Well, it’s just… that…

      Hayato continues with the summary.

      While they were in the middle of the dispute with Douglas on the
      subject of the demand, and as a goal to visit the king who was
      sick, they met the Pope of the <<Sacred Church>>
      Puritaria.

      Then in the middle of the conversation the king appeared, and if
      Hayato accepted the duel, the matter related to the cancellation of
      the engagement was over. But if Hayato loses, then Douglas will
      serve as Commander of the Slayers of the Allied Forces of the
      Federation of Britannia.

      [So it was the Pope of <<Sacred Church>>
      Puritaria]

      – It seems that she came to see the king who was sick. President
      do you know this person?

      [No, I have not met her in person. But, being a person with a
      very high magical power, I have not heard much about it. It is
      known that she possesses a skill that exceeds human knowledge, very
      different from the five types of sensory organs that the human
      being possesses that are that of vision, hearing, touch, taste and
      smell, which is cataloged as the sixth sense, with which she
      predicted the <<Second Encounter>> Second
      Attack. That is, you did not know about that?]

      – Now that you mention it, I’ve heard something about it…

      [Leaving that aside, let’s go back to the main topic. In other
      words, there was no other option but to accept the duel in order to
      annul the engagement, is that not so?]

      Seeing Hayato that says “Yes,” Claire sighs heavily.

      [If that’s the case, it’s because there was no alternative. There
      is no choice but to carry out the duel. Needless to say you should
      take the victory anyway. Understood? ]

      – Yes, of course.

      Hayato answered firmly.

      [A good answer. They may have some information there, but I will
      send to you the personal information about Douglas Edward Wenz
      through the Little Garden Intelligence Department in a few
      minutes]

      About ten minutes passed since the report with the president
      ended when an incoming call appeared on the Tablet PC. It was a
      call from Charlotte. Emilia accepted it.

      – What happened Charlotte?

      [No matter where you go, things always happen.]

      As soon as the face of Charlotte suddenly appeared on the Tablet
      PC, she talked and continued.

      [I have to show you the information of Douglas Edward Wenz that
      was previously compiled by the Department of Intelligence, but
      there are certain points that are of concern. So I thought I’d give
      them some brief advice about them. Now I’ll send you the
      information, so wait a moment.]

      The screen changes and Douglas’s personal information is
      displayed.

      Hayato stares at it as if trying to devour all that
      information.

      [As you can see, the reaction value of his Hundred is
      acceptable, and of course his average skill power is quite
      high―even reaching values ​​like Liddy’s. But it does not go beyond
      that. He has never fought against the Savage, even being royalty,
      and it is because it is unnecessary for them, to avoid any danger.
      On the contrary, has never participated in an official game, there
      are no records of that. Certainly, it may not be the most powerful
      Slayer from Wenz. However, there are reports that so far, he has
      not lost a single duel]

      – How can that person be the strongest if he has never fought
      against anyone?

      [Um, no, it’s not that. Despite the fact that the spread
      information has little time to really be as it says he is, but
      apparently he is capable of performing ‘Dual Act’]

      – Are you sure of it?

      Emilia raised her voice, surprised.

      – ‘Dual Act’ It is that which allows Hundred to be deployed
      simultaneously, if I am not mistaken?

      As he remembered what they had learned in class, Hayato replied
      in the form of a question:

      [Indeed it is so]

      Charlotte nodded.

      [Apparently he did not let others realize this in the middle of
      the battle, and deployed another Hundred that completely pierced
      the defense of his opponent, giving him victory]

      – Doesn’t that sound like cheating?

      He really is a person who likes to play dirty

      If he had not heard it here, Hayato would have been really
      surprised at the time of the duel.

      [Currently, there is no restriction as to the number of Hundred
      that can be deployed in battles or simulated combats, carried by a
      country or organization. First, Hayato-kun, did you know that there
      are not many Slayers who can do ‘Dual Act’?]

      – Uhmm, I can certainly say that it is more difficult than full
      armament, I think…

      [Exactly]

      – Now that you say it, is he able to perform full armament?

      [Looks like he can do it]

      Charlotte answered Emilia’s doubt.

      [Regarding the handling of his Hundred, he is considerably good
      at it]

      – I understand.

      After a few moments in silence, Emilia again opens her
      mouth.

      – So, honestly, what do you think is the probability of victory,
      Charo?

      [Including the fact that that person uses ‘Dual Act’, and now
      that you know about it, the probability that Hayato-kun wins
      exceeds 80%. Liza has given the same answer. Besides, he does not
      know about that ability of yours. That’s because that ability
      is not written in Hayato-kun’s Personal
      Information]

      That ability, it refers to the skill related to Variant
      power.

      – I see…

      Releasing a long sigh of relief, Emilia continued.

      – I am glad to know that the duel would not take place
      immediately. Thanks to this, we were able to obtain this valuable
      information.

      [Even so, do not think that your rival will not investigate
      about you. So do not neglect this, do not think it will be
      presented without having prepared something beforehand. I have to
      retire, visitors have arrived, so I have work to do. If you’ll
      excuse me]

      With those words, the connection with Charlotte was
      terminated.

      – How can you tell me to accept the duel, and yet he has a skill
      you do not know about?

      Once, she was his fiancée.

      Hayato thought that she already knew it.

      – That’s because I’ve never been interested. Hayato is the only
      one I like. And I also thought that Hayato is absolutely more
      powerful. In fact, most of the data information says that they are
      higher for Hayato. Charo also said that you would definitely
      win.

      – In truth, you are as optimistic as ever.

      Hayato takes a deep breath.

      – But you will not win unless you think you can win. As the
      saying goes: “Illness and health begin with the mind”*. According
      to this, the Hundred have the same ability to react to the power of
      emotions. You should not think about defeat at all, but think about
      how important it is to gain victory in the duel.

      *TN: Basically, it means that according to the disposition of
      the mind, it is how the body will react. If I want to feel good, my
      body will be fine.

      Emilia nods and reveals a big smile on her face.

      *Fuaaaa* Hayato lets out a big yawn from his mouth.

      – Are you sleepy, Hayato?

      – Even though I’ve managed to get used to the aircraft, I could
      not sleep much in the sky.

      – In that case, we’re going to lie down for a brief moment, and
      you have to remember that the duel is tomorrow. Let’s meet at 8 in
      the morning, the place will be here, my room.

      ***

      – Why would you call me to come to the arena at this hour?

      Eight in the night. Standing at the center of the arena’s
      battlefield, is Claire Harvey, the queen dressed in her red
      Variable Suit. The person who she demands an answer from is
      Charlotte Dimandius, <Chief Technology Officer> Main
      Technologist at Little Garden, who stands next to her and
      holds a candy, as usual.

      – Besides, why did she come here as well?

      Claire’s line of sight is directed toward Kisaragi Hayato’s
      younger sister, Kisaragi Karen, who was sitting on the audience
      bench next to Fritz and Latia in their respective Variable
      Suit.

      With a smile on her face, Charlotte replied.

      – You will understand the reasons immediately. First, could you
      deploy your armament?

      – …I will do it.

      Nodding, Claire flung her Hundred to the skies, which she held
      firmly in her hand.

      – HUNDRED ON!!

      Deployed Dragoon-type Hundred, <<Noble Combatant
      Princess>> Alisterion. Claire’s body was covered in
      red armor, and six floating batteries appeared around her.

      – Then let’s begin. Begin, Mei Mei.

      [Yes, master]

      Mei Mei’s voice reverberated across the area. She seemed to be
      in the control room that was in the distance, over the spectators.
      From the other side of the window, she raised her thumb.

      (What do they intend to do now?)

      While Claire wondered what was going to happen, from the waiting
      room in the arena, they heard *GASHAN* *GASHAN*, they were sounds
      that came from a machine.

      – But what, what is this…?

      At the sight of Claire, who had a look of surprise with her eyes
      wide open, she looked at the machine whose body had a length of
      three meters, a height of one meter and fifty centimeters, whose
      figure was that of an organism similar to that of a spider.

      – Just as Vitaly Tynyanov tried to imitate the Savages with her
      <<Man Made Machine>> Replicant, I did the
      same, and did some versions of Replicant for Little
      Garden.

      Charlotte responded with a sense of satisfaction, as if
      introducing her little child.

      – Why did you want to do such a thing…?

      – Why do you ask, that’s because Vitaly did it, and I do not
      want to keep the regret that I didn’t. If another person does, it
      is only natural that you feel that you also want to do it. As for
      the uses we can give to it, is it okay if we think about it
      later?

      – So that’s your answer. It can’t be helped. Well then, I will
      have the privilege of being its opponent. Will Mei Mei be the one
      to operate that thing?

      – No, once it enters combat mode, the control is automatic.
      That’s why I called that girl, since I’ve considered the case where
      that goes frenzy. Kisaragi Karen’s voice has the same power as
      Kirishima Sakura.

      In other words, Karen apparently has the responsibility of
      holding the Savage in case it lose control.

      – To prepare such level of support, it means that you have a
      high degree of confidence in the ability of the Replicant.
      Sounds good to me, then the opponent it’s not insignificant.

      – In that case, start the test.

      As soon as Charlotte stepped out of the battlefield, the horn
      sounded all over the arena.

      It was the signal that the battle had begun.

      Coinciding with that, the Replicant opened its head and
      from there shot a lightning bolt in the direction of Claire. When
      Claire decided to make a jump to avoid it, then two wires were
      launched from above the shoulders.

      (As I thought, the armament of the Replicant really is similar
      to those created by Vitaly)

      As one can expect, it is reproduced perfectly by the scientist
      Charlotte. That is why, I assumed that would make such an
      attack.

      Using the six floating weapons as <<Propulsion
      Equipment>> Thrusters, applied
      <<Acceleration>> to evade the wire, then aim with the
      weapon prepared in her right hand.

      – This time the attack will come from here.

      The beam that Claire emitted was splendid, it seemed to hit the
      Replicant. But what was before her eyes was that the beam
      had faded.

      – What was that!?

      [As you can see, that’s a <<Protective Wall>>
      Barrier]

      Charlotte, who finally settled next to Karen, saw that she, like
      Claire, had the same look of astonishment that Fritz and Latia.

      [There you can see the difference that exists between the
      Replicant of Vitaly and the one that I have made. It is
      practically the same that is deployed in this arena and that is
      located in front of the public. If the size of the ‘Variable Stone’
      varies, it can be given many uses, since the size of the device to
      amplify the force that is emitted is also different, even if the
      intensity is not the same, and in case the attack consists of a
      beam of simple Energy Sense, as you have seen,
      the attack can be prevented]

      Charlotte’s voice is heard by Claire through the wireless
      ring.

      – So that was … if that’s the case then.

      Escaping the Replicant attacks, Claire fires the beam
      again from the weapon on her right arm. The attack is
      consumed by the barrier as before, but the attack is not yet over
      with this. This time, since the gun on her left arm shoots towards
      the back of his head. The shot splendid hits the
      Replicant.

      (It struck him? Then that means that, the barrier can only be
      generated towards the front)

      Turning her body in midair, Claire lands looking towards the
      front of the body of the Replicant.

      – Let’s see how you take this!

      Looking at the figure of Claire who discharged the six floating
      guns to the Replicant, Charlotte showed a somewhat
      complicated smile.

      – Wow, despite being a test, you could tell in an instant.
      Should we admire the power of Princess-sama as usual?

      – Dr. Charlotte. Why the laser has hit the Replicant right
      now?

      Who asked was Fritz.

      – It’s because the second shot was out of the line of sight. In
      addition, it was behind the device that generates the barrier.
      Ideally, it is the upper body that rotates and creates the barrier,
      but the sensor could not cope with the continuous attacks. So
      Claire took advantage of that moment. That is the case when it is a
      continuous attack. Try to keep looking.

      According to Charlotte’s words, the six floating batteries
      surrounded the Replicant’s body and began firing lightning
      one after another. The Replicant tried to crush the
      batteries using the scissors of both arms, but it was impossible,
      it could not destroy a single one. Although some of the beams were
      cancelled by the barrier, a dozen rays emitted by the six floating
      batteries pierced the metal shell and made a number of holes in its
      body. Eventually, the legs collapsed, and the Replicant
      stopped moving. After that, the six floating batteries returned to
      Claire, to become small particles, and began to change its form to
      Claire’s most deadly weapon, ‘Buster Cannon’.

      Claire then screams determined.

      – It’s time to finish this!

      She fired a thick beam of light. This one penetrated the metal
      shell of the artificial Savage and made a great hole in it. Because
      of this it did not explode, but it does not move anymore.

      – Incredible…

      Karen murmured, who was on the audience’s bench. Using the
      wireless ring, Charlotte speaks to Claire.

      [You really are the Queen-sama, <<Completely
      Undefeated>> Perfect Queen. Even your movements that
      were programmed, your opponent could not do anything with you]

      – Charlotte, perhaps you, considering the possibility that they
      were uncontrolled, did you make restrictions on their behavior and
      functions? If so, it was really very easy. For this level of skill,
      training for first year students who master weapons simply could do
      it.

      [Please do not say that. I’m not a terrorist. Understand that we
      must develop this very carefully and go slowly like walking on thin
      ice. Also, now was just a warm up for what you will not defeat]

      – Warm up? What do you mean?

      [You will understand immediately]

      When Charlotte said that, the door that connects the waiting
      room with the arena opened.

      – …?

      Looking at the figure of Liddy who appeared there, Claire was
      left with her eyes wide with surprise, like Karen, who was sitting
      in the audience.

      – Hey, what’s that suit?

      Looking at the armor with a giant winged form on Liddy’s back,
      Claire asks her. But it was Charlotte, and not Liddy*, who answered
      the question.

      *TN: in the raw it was Claire who answered, well done
      editor.

      [It’s a unit to fly in space]

      – A unit to fly in space?

      [As we are approaching the space age, I thought that it would be
      optimal to have something like Slayers weaponry that could make
      them move freely through the skies, and that’s what I created]

      – In other words, you mean that <<External Armor>>
      Outer?

      [Exactly. <<Air Combat Armor>> Air Ride is
      what I called it. That is not all, as the Variable Stone is
      inserted, it is designed to connect with the extensions of the
      back, being able to attack using energy, and even to float, if
      possible. Liddy, please show us]

      – Understood.

      The pattern that was drawn on Liddy’s wings begins to glow and
      radiates light, with which her body floats in the air, staying a
      distance of ten centimeters.

      – What do you think? Although it has a thruster in its
      armament, unlike your floating weapons, whose acceleration in
      parallel is its main function, it was not a type that could move
      vertically or freely in the air. But with this Air Ride,
      that difficulty can be surpassed. For that reason, a little while
      ago I was doing a <<Test of movement>>
      Test.

      Charlotte showed a rather large smile and continued.
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      – In addition, since there were no long range weapons for use in
      space, you could not fight quite well, which is why I have decided
      to install weapons in the equipment. When one uses energy, the
      other will not use it, respectively. It is a system of one at a
      time.

      Certainly, when looking closely the Air Ride, it has
      two turrets, one on each side, likewise has two missile launches,
      one on the left and the other on the right.

      – Liddy, when did you start training with the Outer?

      – Exactly since one week ago.

      – In other words, the fact that the <<External
      Armor>> Outer also uses Variable Stone means that
      it’s like you’re using two Hundreds at the same time, is not it?
      And you could do it correctly in just one week. It’s what you can
      expect from Liddy.

      Claire stared in astonishment.

      Then Liddy responded based on this.

      – It is because in short, I just have to transmit the
      instructions to the Variable Stone, which is why, compared to
      Dual Act, it is not something complicated.

      – Dyuaru Akuto?*

      *TN: She said it without knowing the word, it is usually
      written in Katakana, and she ‘said’ it in Hiragana.

      – ‘Dual Act’ is to make a double deploy.

      Charlotte said, looking at Karen who inclined her head trying to
      understand what they were saying, sitting in the audience sector of
      the arena.

      – As it was exactly said, try to deploy two Hundred
      simultaneously.

      – Hee, to be able to do such a thing.

      – Of course, that is not so simple.

      The one who got into the conversation from the side was
      Latia.

      – It is said that it is much more difficult to operate than a
      full armament, it is such the level, that there are not even ten
      people around the world, who are able to achieve it, of course I
      cannot either.

      – … However, as Liddy said earlier, it has less complexity than
      Dual Act because there is no need to maintain the shape of
      the weapon, but only to send instructions, but in practice, even in
      a hundredth of a second , if one’s decision is not correct, the
      error can be potentially fatal. So if you really can make good
      decisions, the chosen instructions you give to <<Air Combat
      Armor>> Air Ride, that’s the real test.

      – Claire-sama, would you accept a duel with me?

      – Of course yes. It’s been a long time since we fought.

      – It will be the first time in three years.

      – That’s right, close to that time has passed.

      – I’m anxious to get started.

      – I am too.

      Claire and Liddy.

      They are facing each other, about ten meters away and both
      smile.

      – All right, let the fight begin. You two, are you ready?

      At Charlotte’s question, both nod at the same time.

      The horn that rang in the arena indicated the start of the
      fight.

      Claire is the one who takes the lead and points to Liddy with
      her six floating batteries, but Liddy does not care in the
      slightest of them.

      Accelerating using the propulsion of her Air Ride, and
      using her Midgard Schrange in her hand, she makes an
      attack on Claire. Claire operates all the way to her floating
      weapons.

      If I manage to divert her concentration to another place, I
      should be able to stop her movement. That was Liddy’s strategy.

      Claire dodges Liddy’s offense with a leap and releases a beam
      from the weapon in her arm. Liddy dodges it by taking a step back,
      then flew to Claire, and released two beams from the left and right
      side of her Air Ride. Claire then reduces to particles the
      weapon of her right hand, generates a barrier with one hand and
      stops the attack.

      But that did not mean that Liddy’s attack was over. Positioning
      her Midgard Schrange, She accelerated with the
      Thrusters of her Air Ride, and began her charge
      again.

      – Uooooooooooooo!

      The tip of the spear was approaching imminently.

      – … Ghaa!! This barrier needs more force!

      In distress, Claire also reduces the weapon in left hand in
      particles and concentrates the energy of all its body in both hands
      to stop the penetrating attack of Liddy. However, it ends up being
      pushed by its power.

      – Aaagh!

      As it happened, the barrier was slightly crossed. But Claire
      does not allow this to continue. Control and mobilize the six
      floating batteries and shoot beams from Liddy’s back. Of course,
      this was also in Liddy’s calculations that Claire would make this
      move.

      She pushes the spear, lifts it upwards, pointing toward the
      ceiling, and advances using the Thrusters.

      On the other hand, Claire falls to the ground. Liddy then fires
      a total of forty missiles from the missile launchers that are
      mounted on either side of the Air Ride.

      – Haa, haa … what did you think of that, Claire-sama?

      A curtain of smoke rises. What can be seen as it appears from
      there is the figure of six floating batteries that defend Claire,
      with a form of tulip petals that surround her body.

      – Haha, it was to be expected, if it is Claire-sama…

      – I also think the same. It is something expected of Liddy. In a
      week, achieving such a level when using the external equipment, you
      have come very far. And before that, I have only to respond
      properly to that effort.

      – …!!

      Unexpectedly, Liddy makes a gesture of pain, at the moment in
      which Claire’s body releases energy intensely.

      – Here I go, <Full Armament> Perfect Form!

      Claire’s full body is covered with a thick armor.

      – From now on, I will play seriously. Go, petals!

      From each of Claire’s six floating weapons, two small floating
      weapons are fired. In total there are 12 small floating
      weapons.

      (I really … I think … I grew to such a level for Claire-sama to
      fight seriously)

      If I think of it in such a way, yes I have gone far. And I
      thought that while I was in combat, I was really impressed.

      That was three years ago.

      In a certain town in Liberia, at a training school for Slayer,
      Liddy had no rivals. One could say that she was a genius. Besides,
      she was not pretentious, she was only training day after day. And
      there were reasons for it.

      During the Second Attack, her father had died. However,
      her father and mother did not register her, she was born as a
      result of an adulterous relationship, therefore, Liddy is then who
      is known as an illegitimate daughter. There was no money support,
      it was a mother, a child, two people living together. And worse,
      her mother had a rather weak body. Even so, she worked every day to
      keep Liddy alive. Her life was very miserable, like trying to get
      out of a spider web.

      That’s how this Slayer was formed. Liddy had talent in it. And
      she would absolutely not let it slip through her hands.

      When making a space like one of the best Slayer of Liberia, she
      was able to make her mother to live in a better way.

      That’s the reason that she will not allow to be defeated by
      anyone.

      She must still being the number one.

      That was the reason Liddy devoted herself to practice hard every
      day.

      And during that time, a girl appeared at <Training School>
      Gym where she resorted to go, accompanied by a large
      number of adults wearing military uniforms.

      It was Claire Harvey. It was said that she was young and
      associated with the great company of Warslan.

      – Is it possible if you point out to Liddy Steinberg?

      She suddenly said her name. Although she was thrilled by what
      she had heard, without any fear, Liddy jumped in front of
      Claire.

      – I’m Liddy Steinberg.

      – So, you are Liddy Steinberg.

      Looking at Liddy as if she were pricing her, Claire grabbed her
      Hundred from her Variable Suit and threw it with her fingers into
      the air.

      – Hundred, ON!

      A red armor covered Claire’s body, and six floating batteries
      appeared around her.

      (…It’s a Dragoon type…)

      Plus, it’s an exclusive Hundred.

      You could really say that she is a girl. It is very different
      from me who has no family. Even her skin is white and beautiful
      that seems to shine, not like mine.

      – This is my Hundred <<Noble Princess of Battle>>
      Alisterion. Do you mind if you can show to me your
      armament?

      Looking to Liddy, Clair said that.

      – Do you plan to challenge me to a duel?*

      *TN: She says: 道場 破 り (doujouyaburi) = challenge a group
      and annihilate them.

      – Well, that’s what it can be said.

      As long as I can maintain an attitude that gives the best of me,
      I must have confidence in my ability. However, it does not seem
      that according to what I see, that going against others is a hobby
      of an Ojou-sama.

      Hundred aims to destroy the Savage. It is not a toy that
      competes to see who is the strongest of humans.

      – Hundred, ON!

      Liddy materialized her Hundred.

      – …so it is a spear type.

      – That’s right, and it’s a generic one, so it has no name.

      Liddy readies her spear and Claire stares at her.

      – Even so, I do not feel I can lose against you.

      – Li, Liddy-san … needs permission for the duel…

      Someone appears in a hurried way, is a girl who wears glasses,
      and goes to the same training school.

      – Obtained.

      It was what the man in military uniform and was standing next to
      Claire said.

      – To get a duel with Liddy Steinberg, permission has been
      obtained from the administrator of this training site.

      – Dammit, what do you want? What do you want to achieve?

      Liddy looks sharply at Claire.

      One by one, they express themselves that they are
      displeased.

      – I see. In that case, let’s start the fight immediately.
      Depending on the situation, the damage in the surroundings could
      unravel.

      – So, should we start the duel already?

      Claire said after confirming that the other Slayer trainees and
      that her subordinates evacuated to a safe place.

      Then, the duel did not last for more than a minute.

      (It cannot be, this person …)

      Liddy remembered what terror was, seeing this golden-haired girl
      that she underestimated.

      That she has such an overwhelming power.

      She is a genius. It’s the first time in her life that she
      experienced something like that.

      It’s a complete defeat.

      (Damn it!)

      It’s completely annoying. She can feel nothing but
      mortification. Besides, she feels miserable.

      There was nothing more important. It was inevitable, she could
      not feel more ridiculous. But the girl did nothing to ridicule her.
      On the contrary, she said something totally unexpected.

      – Liddy, you’re stronger than I expected. Don’t you agree? What
      do you think about coming to Warslan together with me?

      At the sudden invitation, Liddy stares with astonishment.

      – What do you mean by―.

      – Warslan Company, where my brother is the president, is
      planning to open Little Garden, a school institution for Slayer’s
      training in just over a year.

      – But why me?

      – It’s because you have the same power as I do. Is not that a
      satisfactory answer? Your skill is of such a level that, for the
      Slayers, it can be an example of learning and you can be their
      guide. Or am I wrong?

      – Was it the purpose of the duel that you could corroborate
      that?

      – It is as you say. What do you say, are you
      interested?

      – Even so, I…

      – ? What’s the matter, is there a problem?

      – It’s because I live with my mother, we’re both alone. I have
      plans to enter the army of Liberia and with it, to obtain money to
      be able to have sustenance for my mother…

      – How much do you need?

      – Eh…?

      – I ask how much you need monthly. Although it would be a
      problem if you said you need something like $50,000 dollars? If you
      decide to come to Little Garden, we will pay you more than what the
      Liberia Army offers you as a new recruit, even if you leave
      tomorrow. If you need to be paid an advance, you will also be paid
      that. Only, there is only one point. You are expected to respond to
      the <<Obligation of a person with power>> Noblesse
      Oblige.

      – <<Obligation of a person with power>> Noblesse
      Oblige?

      – That is, neither power, nor money, nor authority, nor
      knowledge, none of that really matters. Since one naturally must
      take everything one has and give the best, so with all that effort,
      make this world a much better. That is what I think is Noblesse
      Oblige.

      At the same time that she heard those words, Liddy thought.

      That woman, now that I understand, is the representation in
      person of Noblesse Oblige.

      (If this person is, then it is okay to follow her)

      As she thought about it, tears began to flood her face. Even now
      she remembers that.

      – From now on, I will no longer have problems with money to be
      able to make my mother live better. From now on, please take care
      of me.

      – Aha, of course.

      Claire shook hands with Liddy’s.

      Then, since that day, Liddy has been involved with Claire in
      preparations for the Little Garden establishment.

      (Since then, Claire-sama has been my goal. To be the same as
      her. In strength, endurance, magnificent, to become a great
      Slayer)

      There’s no need to win.

      But what I want the most is to be recognized by Claire-sama.

      – << Defensive Barrier>> Shelter
      <<Propulsion Equipment>> Outer.

      Liddy covers her body adhering to her << Defensive Barrier
      >> Shelter, injects energy violently from the
      Thruster of her back and attacks with her maximum power in
      direction to Claire.

      The rays emitted by the petals, all were annihilated by
      Shelter. But, the six floating weapons fired to a
      different objective. Many of the beams were heading for the Air
      Ride, in a few moments Liddy’s barrier was destroyed and some
      of those hit her.

      Even after all that, Liddy didn’t give up.

      She kept going forward despite the balance of her body was to
      collapse at any moment.

      It’s a situation that Claire had never imagined.

      – Forgive me, Claire-sama!

      – …huh?

      Midgard Schrange penetrated Claire’s barrier and
      touched the armor that protected her chest.

      – Kyaaaaa!

      As a result, Claire’s body was thrown back.

      – Ouch, that was quite risky … a little more, and it would have
      pierced the armor completely.

      Claire, who was with her butt touching the ground, lifted the
      top of her body and looked directly at Liddy.

      She was lying face down on the floor.

      – Apparently, I have been the winner.

      The armament was cancelled.

      The Air Ride was in poor condition because of the beams fired by
      the floating arms of Claire. In addition to these beams, there were
      vestiges that the beams of the petals had struck Liddy’s Variable
      Suit. This would have happened once the barrier was completely
      destroyed, causing the armament on the back to be cancelled. Claire
      releases her armor, and moves closer to Liddy’s location.

      – Are you all right, Liddy?

      She sat down and touched her shoulder with her hand. As a
      reaction, the body moved agitatedly.

      – Claire, sama…

      Claire held out a hand to Liddy so she could get up.

      – You’ve really grown stronger.

      – Thank you, Claire-sama.

      Liddy replied with prideful expression on her face.

      ***

      – Brothers, Are you all right? Now that I see your appearances,
      you are Slayers, isn’t it?

      – Ah?

      Well late at night, a little before the day change. When he
      heard the voice that came from an alley in the town of Sangria, who
      turned around was a Slayer belonging to the army troops of Liberia,
      and was sent to Sangria to assist in the repairs of Little Garden.
      The person who spoke, wore a hoodie suspiciously black, that hoodie
      is worn by boys. Then, next to the man who was standing and who had
      called recently, there was a young Slayer, also belonging to the
      Liberian army troops, who turned to ask.

      – Who are you? Do not you see that we are on duty? Or should I
      say better, what does a small fry like you do at this hour?

      The Slayers have their faces red, and their way of walking is
      quite rare.

      And from their throats sounds like *Hic* *Hic* could be
      heard.

      It had been four hours since the mission ended in Little Garden,
      which is why they were drinking alcohol in the street in the town
      of Sangria. Right now the troops were halfway to preparing to
      return to their resting places.

      – What you want is an autograph? As you can see, we are in the
      street, but I’ll do it anyway.

      The young man laughs loudly. The reason he feels so generous is
      largely because of alcohol.

      – No, it’s not your autographs that I want, what I want are your
      Hundred.

      – Huh?

      – Hey you, what are you saying?

      The young people look at the boy with a very serious face.

      – I said what I want are your Hundred. Didn’t you hear me?

      Then the boy showed a very long smile, and his eyes shined with
      a golden color.

      Three minutes later. The two people who were Slayer were lying
      on the road. One of them was wounded in the shoulder. The other
      bleeding from his chest, creating a pool of blood from where he lay
      on the ground. The boy then picked up the two Hundred who were
      there.

      – Damn, who are you?

      While he was collapsed, leaning back on the floor, pressing his
      shoulder that had an open wound, the young man asks in a cut
      voice.

      – What kind of person am I? Onii-san really wants to know
      that?

      The boy opens his mouth wide and swallows the two Hundred in his
      hand.

      – Haaa, delicious. I really just live for this moment. This
      makes me feel great.

      Releasing a breath of happiness, the boy smiled malevolently as
      he looked with his eyes at the trembling young man, then smile like
      the crescent moon.

      – Well, should I continue with some exercise after eating? As
      for the people who know about my power, I have been told that they
      cannot go on living. If you want to blame someone, please hate the
      doctors who did not give me enough Hundred.

      – Please, please stop…!

      He noticed that a bright spear appeared in the hands of the
      boy.

      As he leaned on his shoulder, the boy would not let the man try
      to crawl across the floor and escape.

      – Die.

      The boy throws the shiny spear.

      Following the sounds of the spear that pierce the flesh, the
      screams of an agonizing death that echo in the night of the city
      are heard.
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      – Well, let’s go!

      Karen got on the bus with Rebecca and Aoi after saying goodbye
      to Mihal. The destination of the route is a control point that is
      linked to the city of Sangria. Although the port of Sangria is
      currently being maintained as a military port, it is impossible for
      a mega fleet like Little Garden to dock completely in the port. It
      is for this reason that, instead of docking, Little Garden is
      anchored in a distant position about five kilometers from the Zwei
      Islands.

      From there a large number of <Warships> Ships,
      like aircraft carriers, are lined up in series forming very long
      bridges-commonly known as <ship bridges>> Tree
      Ship, where they come and go.

      Although some of the <Warships> Ships are used as
      parking lots, after the terrorist attacks at the festival, the
      trips between Sangria and Little Garden have been severely
      restricted.

      Therefore, basically the residents of Little Garden have no
      alternative but to come and go by bus.

      – Regarding that, since she was transferred yesterday, I
      realized that she is not easy to approach. Even if I call her, I’m
      ignored … but really, there’s a big difference as far as Karen is
      concerned.

      – Certainly she’s a mysterious person, isn’t it?

      Aoi also thinks the same as Rebecca.

      She is a transferred student who joined the course in the
      homeroom of the previous day.

      – Nakri Olfred.

      Even though she was introduced by her teacher saying her name,
      she did not say another word. Due to this, the classmates began to
      lose the accumulated interest, and the class turning in complete
      silence.

      – This, should we look for a seat then?

      The teacher then broke the silence.

      – There’s a free seat near the window, right? Sit there.

      The available seat was behind Karen, since all other seats in
      the classroom were already occupied.

      – Alright guys, since there is no particular topic to talk
      about, the homeroom is over. As with the addition of Karen-san last
      week, please get along with Nakri-san.

      Needless to say, the atmosphere in the classroom is completely
      different than when Karen joined.

      During the homeroom, and as there was a period of rest until the
      first hour of class, many classmates began to surround Karen, and
      although it became something serious, no person was placed around
      Nakri.

      Perhaps, one of the reasons is that she emits a certain
      sensation, some kind of atmosphere that causes her to surround her
      whole body and that this prevents her from approaching her.
      Meanwhile, Rebecca, who with her cheerful way of being was not able
      to read the environment, tried many times to talk and greet Nakri,
      but in all of them, she was ignored.

      In fact, Karen seems to understand why it would be the reason
      she is upset. Speaking of Karen, that time, she thought Nakri was a
      mysterious girl.

      But last night, she knew from Kirishima Sakura that she- No, not
      only her, but also about the boy who was transferred to the class
      next door, Krovahn, and the girl who entered the martial arts
      department , Nesat, who they were.

      All this was really unexpected.

      Immediately after talking about Nakri during her phone call with
      Sakura, the tone she had suddenly changed to a somber one.

      [Those people are the same as me, they are artificial Variant,
      because we were injected into the body with Vitaly’s Variant
      Virus]

      – … Eh?

      Karen could not believe what her ears heard, it was something
      she could never have imagined.

      [Even so, these people were the henchman of Vitaly. It was these
      guys who attacked us when I was with Hayato on the bus in the Zwei
      Island. I had heard that Little Garden had captured them, but what
      did they have in mind when they allowed them to attend school? I
      will ask Dr. Charlotte immediately. Please wait a moment,
      Karen]

      Then, the dial tone of the call began to ring. Sakura calls Dr.
      Charlotte, intending to add her to this conversation and thus keep
      a call between three people. Soon, Charlotte joins this
      communication.

      [This is unusual, that you want to talk to me and add me to your
      call. Is something wrong?]

      [It’s nothing like that. Why are Vitaly’s followers in Karen’s
      class?!]

      [Haa, it’s about that. There is nothing to worry about. They
      have already been released from the hands of Vitaly and their
      Variant Virus has been stabilized. In addition, it no longer reacts
      to a specific frequency. As long as you do it normally, something
      like getting out of control should not happen, do not you
      think?]

      – If that’s the case…

      [Are you worried?]

      [That’s obvious!]

      [In case something happens, we will act as quickly as possible.
      And Chris will be in Kisaragi Karen’s room]

      [Chris, is not that the guy who is always next to the president,
      right? He is a student member of the Student Council, but he is an
      analyst and not a Slayer. What can he do?]

      [There is an exception with the members of the Student Council,
      where they are allowed to use weapons that are capable of stopping
      the movement of their target. Let’s say it is a measure of last
      resort. The moment a problem arises, he should be able to choose
      the best action to take. Of course we also have a guard who has
      perfectly joined the class next door where Krovahn-kun is. As for
      Nesat-kun, who is in the martial arts department, all his comrades
      are located behind her head, therefore, practically everyone is
      like her vigilantes]

      Saying that, Charlotte laughed in a very compulsive way.

      [Okay, but, preferably, and without neglecting to make friends,
      don’t you think it’s the best thing to have them attend school so
      they can lead a normal lifestyle, thinking that until now they
      haven’t had a decent life at all? Because you had the desire to do
      so, you also started to appear more often in Little Garden. It is
      for that reason that, those who were given the surname Olfred, we
      will allow them to attend school]

      [Okay okay, I understood, I understood! Certainly, it may be as
      you are saying, Okay!]

      [Hahaha, apparently, you really could understand]

      [There is no alternative but to pay attention to what you have
      said, hell…]

      [Oh, now that I remember. Karen-kun, I’ll ask you to please keep
      this information secret from your classmates.]

      Karen now knows about the three people, which what was said in
      the conversation that happened recently. However, for one reason or
      another, she understands all the problems and bitter circumstances
      that they had to go through, in order to get where they are
      now.

      – Uhm, Rebecca…

      – What is it?

      – Nakri-san must have a lot of reasons, and that is why, it is
      not that she is really a cruel person, could you not pay her so
      much attention for a while? If Karen had not accepted wanting to
      talk with Rebecca, I would have been very nervous, and I would have
      been alone forever, that I could not have adapted to the class at
      all….

      – What are you saying, this is the <<Little Witch of
      Little Garden>> Little Little Witch!

      – Mou, please do not keep calling me that way! It is very
      shameful.

      – Hahaha sorry excuse me. If Karen says it, I will not call you
      anymore like that..

      – Yes, thank you very much!

      Once the bus reached the control point, they had to descend from
      it. After that, a tall young man with blond hair and wearing the
      uniform of the martial arts department spoke to Karen.

      – Oh, isn’t she Hayato’s younger sister?

      Behind him, there was a girl who was about the same height as
      Karen and who also wore the uniform of the martial arts
      department.

      (Surely they are Fritz Grantz and Latia Saint-Émilion, if I’m
      not mistaken)

      Both are classmates of his older brother, Kisaragi Hayato. They
      have met many times so far and very recently they were together in
      the beach.

      – Yup.

      When Karen tilted her head, Fritz looked at the two girls at her
      side.

      – Are they your friends from the school?? I am Fritz Grantz, the
      classmate of Karen-chan’s older brother.

      – I am Latia Saint-Émilion, nice to meet you!

      Aoi and Rebecca, who received the introduction from two members
      of the martial arts department, decided to continue presenting as
      well.

      – M- my name is Umino Aoi, Karen-chan’s classmate … and her
      friend

      – I’m Rebecca Martin! Like Aoi, I’m Karen’s classmate and
      friend!

      – I see, Karen has already been able to make friends. That is a
      very good thing.

      With an *Uh huh*, Latia nodded.

      – So you are going to Sangria now?

      It was Fritz who asked.

      – That’s right..

      Karen replied.

      – I see, it seems fine.

      Saying that, Latia breathed deeply.

      – Haaa… I also really want to go and entertain myself in
      Sangria, but this guard job is on my way. Unfortunately, it seems I
      can’t leave this part of the ship for a while…

      – Enjoy in our name!

      – Hey, don’t pat my head!

      Karen responded while giving a smile as she watched that
      interaction she has seen countless times between those two
      people.

      – Yes, understood.

      – We’ll have a lot of fun!

      It was Rebecca who responded very enthusiastically.

      – Do you know the procedure with which you must enter and leave
      the ship? Do not forget to take enough money.

      After being guided by Latia, Karen and company proceeded to
      leave the ship, withdrew money from the ATM, crossed through the
      inspection area and got on the bus again.

      After about fifteen minutes, they finally reached the downtown
      area of ​​Sangria.

      – Fuaa, it’s amazing. Even though I see things from inside the
      bus, but the streets are very big and the buildings are pretty
      tall…

      When getting off the bus, Karen let out a breath of
      admiration.

      – Hey hey, perhaps Yamato doesn’t have buildings like that?

      It was Rebecca who asked that with the intention of
      annoying.

      – Uhm, I don’t think it means that. There were some tall ones
      and others very large, but in the neighborhood of the institution
      where Karen lived, there weren’t much of those buildings. If we add
      to that that the view while standing is quite different than seeing
      it while in a wheelchair, in some way or another it deeply moves
      you.

      – I see, it’s nice that it is to your liking. If that is the
      case, then it was totally worth it to have come with you in this
      way.

      – Yes, thank you very much, Rebecca-san!

      – Hehehe…

      Rebecca, who received the emotional words of Karen, breathed
      embarrassingly through her nose.

      – Ook then, let’s get there as fast as possible. I will guide
      you.

      – Rebecca, what is that building?

      Aoi asks Rebecca, who points to a large building which is
      hanging a poster where a female model appears.

      – That building is called ‘Sangria Center’, it’s a giant
      shopping center. It has many shops and is totally entertaining!

      – Rebecca, you do know a lot … by chance, did you look for
      information?

      – Nonono, that’s wrong, Aoi. In fact, I lived in the port town
      that is a bit distant from Sangria, but I have come to this
      location a lot of times.

      – Oh, I see.

      It seems that it is the first time that Aoi finds out about
      this.

      Of course Karen also listens to that for the first time.

      – Therefore, leave the role of being the guide to me. To begin,
      let’s go to the toy store that is inside Sangria Center!

      Rebecca walked leading the way, while taking the hands of Karen
      and Aoi.

      On the spacious floor of the toy store, on the level where the
      computers were sold, and looking everywhere, inside the Sangria
      Center, were Karen and the others.

      – Hey, Karen! Take a look at that.

      When they moved to the next floor, Rebecca suddenly raised her
      voice.

      That music that was in the background on the floor was—

      – Oh, it’s that…

      Aoi looked in the direction where Rebecca was pointing with her
      finger and opened wide her eyes in surprise.

      – Uwawawawawa…

      The face of Karen who also turned to look at the place turned
      red in an instant. It was due to an electronic poster that was
      installed in that wall, and that contained publicity on the new
      songs of Sakura and Karen that flowed in it. The sample song was
      the one that she sung at the festival.

      – Karen, you’re awesome! You really are a celebrity!

      – Calm down Rebecca, you’re talking very loudly!

      Karen quickly blocked her mouth, but it was too late.

      – Isn’t that girl the <<Little Witch of Little
      Garden>>? Little Little Witch?

      – Will Kirishima Sakura also be around here?

      – Give me an autograph.

      And Karen quickly became the center of attention.

      – …What do we do now?

      Asked Aoi, being very scared.

      – In these moments, you have to do what you always do.

      In a heartbeat, Rebecca took the hands of Karen and Aoi
      again.

      – Run!

      – Oh, they’re escaping!

      – Wait a minute!

      – An autograph!

      Karen and the girls jumped to the elevator that was about to
      close, and they freed from all those people who chased them.

      – Somehow, we managed to escape…

      Breathing hard as if she were running out of air, Karen
      stammered.

      – Karen, don’t you think it’s better if you wear sunglasses?

      – No, I’m not Sakura-san, I do not think it’s necessary to be so
      extreme to do that…

      First of all, if Rebecca had not said something so unnecessary,
      then nobody would have recognized her.

      Despite this, they went to the department where they sold
      accessories and saw some sunglasses (but ultimately did not buy
      them), saw many trinkets, then ate an ice cream in the food court
      located on the top floor of the mall, when the sky had become
      considerably dark.

      When they look at the clock, it indicates that it is 7:00
      p.m.

      The <<Bridge of the Ship>> Tree Ship closes
      at 22:00 hours, which is why they decide that it is time that they
      should return to Little Garden. Karen and the others leave the
      Sangria Center and walk towards the nearest bus stop.

      – We should get there faster if we go down this road.

      Rebecca is the one who leads the way. Follow her behind Karen
      and Aoi.

      It is a dark road, and quite spooky.

      Even so they did not say anything to Rebecca, Karen and Aoi
      simply followed her.

      – Hey, you, could you talk to me for a moment?

      Who suddenly appears in front of them is the figure of a
      person.

      (Huh? Where did this person come from?)

      On both sides of the road, there are buildings whose minimum
      height is three stories.

      It doesn’t look like he could have arrived by jumping from one
      of them.

      Again Karen looks at the boy. He was a teenager wearing a jacket
      with a black hat. He had nice features, but for some reason the
      muscles in her back froze.

      (What does this person want…?)

      I cannot stop this feeling in my chest.

      I have a bad feeling.

      – Who are you? A stalker? Sorry, but we must return to Little
      Garden, don’t bother us.

      Rebecca stepped in to protect Karen and Aoi and stared at the
      boy.

      – Little Garden? So you want to say that you are Slayers and you
      belong to Little Garden? Then—

      Pulling out his tongue and licking his own lips, the boy turned
      his gaze to Karen.

      – You have a very good aroma, you look very delicious.

      – A good aroma…

      Somehow disgusting, Karen tensed the cheeks of her face.

      – At that, Karen and we are high school students, not
      Slayers…

      Karen responds with a trembling voice.

      – Is that true? Are you sure you’re not lying?

      – Huh…?

      And, in an instant.

      A blade appeared in the boy’s hand.

      (That of now, Is that a weapon deployment?)

      The boy who quickly kicked the floor and approached Karen, shook
      the blade and threw it down.

      – … tsu!

      Karen felt it instantaneously and tried to take a step backwards
      and succeeds, but the tip of the blade managed to touch the clothes
      at chest height.

      The clothes are cut, and a Hundred that hangs at neck level is
      exposed. The boy stared at it, and smiled with a wicked smile.

      – So in the end, you weren’t a Slayer?

      – B- b- but what’s wrong with you? Why do you suddenly want to
      kill Karen!?

      Shouted Rebecca.

      Tears are starting to come from the edge of her eyes.

      Aoi was paralyzed sitting on the floor, wrapped in fear, tried
      to speak but her voice was imperceptible.

      (… What should I do…?)

      This is not the time to doubt.

      (If we come to this, there is no other option, right?)

      Charlotte told me that it did not bring any good to deploy the
      Hundred in a reckless way, and that achieving a deployment of the
      Hundred in this state, which was to use it without the Variable
      Suit was a bet that had never before been seen.

      I have no confidence in my ability as Slayer. But the enemy is a
      Slayer. I do not think I can get out of it without deploying my
      armament.

      – Finally I could have my first friends―I will definitely
      protect them!

      After deciding what to do, Karen removes the Hundred from the
      neck, takes it firmly and screams.

      – << Deploy Sacred Amulet! >> HUNDRED ON!

      The Hundred shines in a light purple color and transforms into a
      thin object, into a card.

      She throws it into the air and then Karen screams again.

      – I beg you, Card-san! Please, let us escape from this
      place!

      The shape of the Hundred, which was a regular octahedron, was
      drawn in the center of the card and then changed shape according to
      the design, which was a weapon. Then the card shone again and its
      shape changed to that of a gun.

      – Eh eh…?

      Until now, it had changed it into up to six giant cards, but
      because Karen did not have her Variable Suit, this time it was
      different. It simply became a weapon.

      Certainly the cause must be because she is not wearing her
      Variable Suit.

      Karen, who was confused by this change just happened, the boy
      said.

      – Really, are you going to shoot me with that? It is impossible
      for you to defeat me with such a lame gun that you have there.

      The boy is getting closer and closer with a smile from ear to
      ear.

      (Oh dear, what is the best thing to do?)

      Karen has never fired a weapon before. Of course, there was also
      some uncertainty when shooting at humans.

      While she was doubtful as to what she should do, a voice sounded
      in her head.

      ―― Shoot please.

      (This voice…)

      During the festival, a girl who was naked appeared to me in
      front of the live stage. And again, the voice echoed in my
      head.

      ―― Do not worry. That existence that seems to be a human, is not
      a human as such. He will not die with the shots of your weapon.
      Therefore, in that way you can escape.
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      – I’ll do it.

      Answers Karen.

      Now I have no other choice but to trust her.

      – Eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeii!

      Karen presses the trigger of her weapon. And at the same time,
      she looks completely surprised.

      – …What?

      Karen had imagined that the beam that would be fired from her
      weapon would be like one of Claire’s floating weapons, something
      like a low-caliber bullet that was fired. But the thing that came
      out of the mouth was a thick and gigantic bullet that emitted a
      light as bright as the sun, making everything around it shine,
      causing an explosion that resonated throughout the sector.

      It created a tremendous explosion.

      Karen was surprised that everything around her was covered in a
      cloud of dust, and again she heard the voice.

      ―― Now it’s time to run away.

      – Escape, in what way…

      ―― You should be able to change your armament.

      – Oh…

      That was true.

      Karen cancels her armament, to become a card and again
      screams.

      – Card-san, please allow me to fly through the skies!

      The card again begins to transform into particles, wrapping
      Karen’s body to create the armament. The next mark was
      <<Wings>>―The letter glowed in particles, manifesting
      on Karen’s back, looking like the armament of <<Air Combat
      Armor >> Air Ride, which was equipped by Liddy the
      other day . Two <<Propulsion Units>> Thrusters
      appeared at waist height.

      – You two, hold tight.

      – OKAY!

      – Done!

      Under Karen’s instruction, both Rebecca and Aoi get hold as much
      as possible from the left and right.

      – Here we go!

      Karen held the two and along with her wings flew using
      Thrusters, with that she moved to the roof of the nearest
      building. In the same way, one, then two, Karen is moving from one
      place to another.

      (Will it be okay for it to have escaped up to this
      distance?)

      She advanced like this to the fifth rooftop and then turned to
      look back.

      The figure of the boy was not visible.

      – What will you do now?

      It was Rebecca who asked.

      – Now, I’m looking for Little Garden.

      So far I have started blindly. Not necessarily going in the
      direction of Little Garden.

      Karen walks around looking around, looking for the place to take
      her home.

      – I found it…!

      There were no vestiges of being able to advance on foot until
      the inspection on Sangria’s side, so she once again injected energy
      into the Thrusters, but doing that was easier to
      reach.

      – Karen, there!

      When Aoi shouted, she turned his gaze in the indicated
      direction, and could see that something flew into the building on
      his own, realizing that it was the boy’s appearance.

      – Hold tight you two!

      Karen ran to the edge of the roof, running her legs over the
      railing. Again, she injected energy into the Thrusters and
      flew high into the night sky.

      – You will not escape!

      The boy who reached the ceiling where Karen was a moment ago,
      creates a sparkling spear in his hand and throws it at Karen.

      – —- Kyaaaa!?

      That spear hits the right wing directly, which was the armament
      that was on Karen’s back. As a result, Karen loses her balance, but
      does not fall to the ground because of it.

      (If we have arrived at this, would I let an easy prey escape to
      Little Garden…? Maybe I should go there …?)

      Karen injects more energy to the Thrusters. The boy
      sits on the railing with his legs in the forward direction and
      says.

      – Damn, I lost them.

      There is no more land to walk to there.

      – What a waste, I did not want to retire and give up today, but
      there are issues that I have to worry about and it will be really a
      problem if I do more things that attract attention. I think that’s
      enough for tonight. In addition, the main objective, Liza Harvey,
      is there.

      The boy was muttering as he looked at Little Garden, which was
      where Karen was heading.

      ***

      – … Kisaragi-san, Kisaragi Hayato-san…

      – N… aa…

      – Please wake up, Kisaragi-san.

      – N, Emilia, why are you here…

      The moment he tried to lift his body, Hayato felt a sensation in
      his right hand, and one that he remembers.

      (No, do not tell me it’s ‘that’?)

      (By any chance, did I grab Emilia’s breast?)

      (But, her breasts were that big?)

      As far as I can remember, the size of Emilia’s breasts gave the
      impression that they were from the palm of my hand.

      In contrast to these breasts, they are so big that they do not
      fit in the palm of my hand.

      Hayato involuntarily rubs with his hand and moves it.

      (As I thought, this chest is quite big…)

      It can be even bigger than of the president’s. It has a lot of
      elasticity, and it is very soft.

      Also, this protrusion that feels in the center of the palm of my
      hand…

      (B-, but what am I doing!)

      Because he was half asleep, he accidentally rubbed it.

      – Nn… n, Kisaragi-san, that’s a bit embarrassing…

      With that voice, I returned to my senses and could barely open
      my eyes.

      – …Ah…

      A woman reflected in his eyes.

      Realizing that it was not Emilia but Serivia Notre Dame Paul
      III, the pontiff of <<Holy Church>> Puritaria, Hayato
      became completely pale.

      – I- I’m sorry!

      Although his gesture of removing the hand was good, in his hurry
      to want to get up, he failed in his attempt.

      – U, uwaa!?

      Hayato stumbles to the side of the bed, and his face makes its
      way completely between the breasts of Serivia, as if wanting to
      look furtively at her figure.
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      * PYON * made his face by touching that warm and elastic.
      Subsequently, a very pleasant aroma flowed through his nasal
      cavity.

      – Ara, ara ara? Are you okay, Hayato-san?

      Then Hayato noticed that Serivia had embraced his head. He looks
      like an infant in that position.

      – No, I’m fine … or maybe not.

      I have breasts in front of my eyes and in this type of situation
      I cannot move.

      – Ara, I was very worried. Did you hit your head?

      Saying that, Serivia gently strokes his head. Every time his
      face is pressed against her breasts, her softness is transmitted
      even more.

      (Uaaaa, what is it, this …)

      This has become completely absurd.

      – Kisaragi-san, are you feeling better now?

      – Y-yes!

      At the moment when the arm separated from his head, without
      waiting for anything, Hayato pulled back his body and away from
      Serivia.

      (Haa, finally …)

      If this had stayed for longer, I do not know what would have
      happened.

      Fortunately, the two followers were not in the room. They would
      probably have deployed their weapons and he would have been pierced
      by the halberds. That a vulgar person was rubbing those breasts was
      what he thought, believing that he could be stabbed by Serivia with
      a high probability at that moment.

      – No, as it is I’m the one who regrets it.

      Serivia who heard Hayato’s apology, bowed her head and said.

      – … Why do you apologize? Who should apologize is my person.
      It’s because I entered this room without any authorization.

      – Oh I see.

      That’s the problem.

      – Why would Pontiff-sama, come to my room with that appearance …
      or perhaps I should say, with what reason, would enter my room?

      If you look closely, Serivia is very lightly dressed. In the
      upper part a bra whose adornment of pleats was beautiful and wore a
      negligee whose transparency allowed to see her underwear.

      In contrast to Sakura and Emilia, and even different from
      Claire, is a soft and pleasant body, good appearance, that has that
      charm that moves to the color and aroma of an adult, and that is
      possible to feel when holding it between the arms.

      Looking at it, Hayato remembered the softness he felt with his
      right hand when he touched his chest, then what he felt with his
      dizzy face, and when he remembered the sweet aroma that he suddenly
      inhaled from her, he ended up swallowing in a nervous and noisy
      way.

      – This, that’s because…

      Serivia points with her eyes towards the window that has a small
      opening. That gesture is also brilliant.

      From that opening, a fresh wind came in and gently rocked her
      hair.

      – Could it be that you have entered through there?

      – Indeed.

      Serivia nodded and then answered to Hayato, who was asking while
      being surprised.

      – From outside the window of my room to the outside of this
      window, I made a path using Sense Energy and then I
      entered.

      – I, I see…

      That this person is capable of being something like that, is
      what Hayato thinks.

      Pontiff-sama, is someone incredible.

      – My apologies for entering impertinently. I am profoundly
      sorry.

      He inclined his head quickly and continued.

      – However, before me, I felt the presence of an intruder, it is
      because―

      – Huh? Intruder?

      – It’s the bodyguard of the third Prince of Wenz. She
      disappeared from the corridor, opened the lock of your room and
      entered, I noticed it coincidentally while I was walking. When I
      entered the room in this way, it was too late, she was already
      gone. But the most important thing is that Hayato-san is well.
      But―

      The view of Serivia is directed towards the box that is placed
      on the desk.

      – Hayato-san, could you please confirm the Hundred that is
      inside is really yours?

      There is no answer to that question.

      Silently, Serivia opens the box on the desk, then takes the
      Hundred with one hand.

      – As I suspected, it was just what I thought. This Hundred,
      which has been created in some way, is different and has been
      changed with the original.

      – That, don’t tell me…

      – The quality of the Hundred is also bad, and I feel that the
      structure of its energy is in complete disorder. With this, you
      will not be able to fight in a battle. Hayato-san, could you try to
      deploy the armament for once?

      While saying that, Serivia hands Hayato the Hundred in his
      hands.

      – So far, it does not seem like they changed it…

      Hayato gets out of bed, goes to a safer place, holds the Hundred
      firmly in his hand and then throws it.

      – HUNDRED, ON

      It emitted a red light.

      These particles produced an armor on Hayato’s right arm and a
      gigantic, thick sword.

      – Then that’s your Hundred.

      – Yeah, I call him <<Swallow in flight>> *
      Hien. I was able to deploy it as usual…

      * TN: In Kanji it is 飛燕, it reads hien.

      Both the weight and the sensation when touching it are the same
      as always.

      – Is that so?

      But, Serivia stares at <<Swallow in flight>>
      Hien.

      After a few seconds―

      – Can you let me touch it?

      – Oh, go ahead…

      She reaches out to touch the blade of Hien’s sword.

      But her facial expression is not good at all.

      While frowning, Serivia said.

      – Hayato-san, try to concentrate the energy please.

      – Oh ok. Immediately.

      Hayato concentrates the energy of Hien. It is then that
      the pattern engraved on the blade of the sword glows red, but
      quickly disappears.

      – Oh, how strange?

      – As I supposed, this is a second-hand object. Apparently it has
      nothing to do with force.

      When Serivia pressed with the five fingers of her right hand,
      the moment she held the blade, a part of it broke.

      – Oh…

      While Hayato was with a surprised face, and like a bubble in the
      hands of Serivia, the broken fragment disappears.

      – Hayato-san, that’s enough. You can cancel the armament
      deployment now.

      When told, Hayato released his armament…

      – Certainly, apparently it’s like you were saying,
      Serivia-san.

      – Although it is better than a generic one, if this happens in a
      battle, it would become something really serious. I think it would
      be best to prepare a new exclusive use Hundred for now.

      – You saved me, and you’ve even taught me this.

      – Not at all, I do not like suspicious activities. On the other
      hand, <<Holy Church>> Puritaria is in a cooperative
      position with Little Garden regarding the Lunaltia plan, so I would
      like to see your power to be even better.

      Serivia let out a laugh.

      – Very well then, I will go immediately to wake up Emilia and we
      will see what is the best we can do.

      – Sounds good to me. Then, I will go to―

      – Serivia-san, wait a moment please!

      Hayato quickly calls Serivia, who was about to leave the
      room.

      – What is happening?

      – If we explain the two about the situation to Emilia, it would
      be very helpful because she would understand it better.

      – But, with me being in this appearance? It could turn into a
      misunderstanding for Emilia-san and think something that is
      not.

      – Oh…

      Serivia automatically put her hands on her chest when she said
      that.

      Because of that, I tried not to be as aware of it as I could,
      but with the overflowing charm of an adult woman, my eyes were
      fixed on the figure of her body.

      – That’s why, I with this―

      Seeing Hayato whose face turned red and laughing with nerves,
      Serivia put her hand on the door handle to leave the room. But, the
      intention of her to leave the room, could not occur, she could not
      leave the room.

      – Ara? Ara ara?

      Speaking of problems, at the same time that the door opened,
      Emilia was standing outside the door of Hayato’s room. Apparently
      she was just going to try to hit, making a fist with her right
      hand, as she was stopped in a position where she was about to knock
      on the door.

      – Eh … oh, this … What is Pontiff-sama doing in Hayato’s room …
      and more on top, what is she doing in that obscene appearance!?

      Emilia pointed her index finger at Serivia, who with her watery
      eyes was trembling doing *Puru* *Puru*.

      – He, hey Emilia, do not be impolite with Serivia-san. And why
      are you standing in front of my room?

      – I felt Hayato’s energy, and that’s why I worried that
      something was happening…

      – Oh, so it was something like that?

      Apparently she could feel the energy that emanated from my body
      when I deployed the armament, and so Emilia apparently came flying
      dressed in her pajamas.

      … Hayato. Could you explain why Pontiff-sama is here?

      – Of, of course…

      Hayato told her that Serivia happened to see an intruder. And he
      informed her that something could have happened.

      He also informed her that they could recognize that there is an
      abnormality regarding his Hundred. Of course he did not tell her
      about the fact that he touched her breasts.

      – Then it would be that girl who was like a chameleon and was
      next to Douglas who could have stolen the key from somewhere and
      invaded Hayato’s room and did something strange to his Hundred?

      – It’s very likely that happened.

      That’s what Serivia answered.

      – The manipulation for the restructuring of molecules is not
      something that can be done that simple, and given that in the first
      place the quality of the Variable Stone that lies inside is quite
      poor, I think there is a high possibility that they have
      interchanged. Hayato-san, are you sure that you will participate in
      the joint operation that I mentioned earlier?

      – Yes, I will participate.

      – Then at that time the Hundred information will be forwarded to
      the United Nations. In that way, it will be possible to create one
      that looks quite similar.

      – Is that possible?

      – In short, with that Hundred in such a condition it is totally
      impossible for you to fight. Therefore, I think it is best to
      change it immediately.

      – Thank you very much, Serivia-san.

      – Thank you very much.

      Following Hayato, Emilia also expressed her gratitude with
      words.

      Looking at their appearance, Serivia smiled and laughed.

      – Very good then, good night.

      And she left the room.

      – What do we do now?

      Hayato asked Emilia.

      – Get Claudia out of bed at the moment. I know the location of
      the laboratory and the special training room, but for now we can’t
      go to those places.

      When Emilia got in touch, Claudia, who was wearing the uniform
      indicated by Gudenburg’s army, arrived not entirely composed before
      Hayato’s room.

      – Emilia-sama, there are troubles!

      – Calm down, Claudia. What the hell happened?

      Emilia asks to the exalted Claudia.

      – Uhmm, at first I spoke with a trusted technician for the
      generation of the Hundred of dedicated use for Kisaragi Hayato, but
      it turns out that he could not access the laboratory for the
      exclusive use of the Royal Guard. It seems that the password of the
      door has been changed. And there is another laboratory in the
      vicinity that is in the same situation.

      – Undoubtedly Douglas did it, that person who looks like a
      chameleon, don’t you think?

      – Haa, as one would expect from the people of Wenz, who enter
      the laboratories of the Kingdom of Gudenburg and change their
      access passwords.

      – If that’s so, then does it mean that they have some kind of
      collaborator from the Gudenburg side? Wait, do not tell me―

      For a moment Hayato understood who was the person that passed
      through Emilia’s mind. It was Prime Minister Bratt.

      – If this is the work of someone like him, there is a
      possibility that all laboratories in Britannia, including those in
      Gudenburg, can’t be used until the battle is over.

      Claudia has a bitter expression leaving her teeth in sight.

      That guy, of course Bratt did it.

      – For now, let’s try to contact Charo. If it’s Charo, she’ll
      probably give us some good ideas.

      Opening the Tablet PC, Emilia began to contact Charlotte as she
      had said.

      Immediately the figure of Charlotte is shown on the screen.

      [Isn’t it late at night in Gudenburg? However, what happens? You
      are so quiet, and with such long faces―]

      – Emm, the truth is that…

      Emilia began to tell the circumstances to Charlotte who was
      frowning as she looked at the expressions of Hayato and the others
      as well as the appearance of the room behind them.

      […In other words, after the Hundred was exchanged, Douglas, as
      soon as he made sure everything was going well, contacted Bratt to
      change the passwords of the access doors of the laboratories in the
      vicinity of the Royal Palace?]

      – Certainly, that’s what we believe. Charo, what should we
      do?

      – Hmm, I think…

      Holding her arms and giving a few moans, she takes a few seconds
      to think deeply. Finally Charlotte starts talking.

      [First, could you hear something I have to say? This is where I
      really doubt whether I should tell you or not, but there is a
      possibility that what is happening is related in some way to you.
      It turns out that a couple of days ago, in the city of Sangria, a
      Slayers Hunt has taken place]

      – <<Master of Martial Arts’ Hunt>> Slayers’ Hunt?
      But what is that?

      Those were very disturbing words.

      Emilia narrowed her eyes and asked.

      [There are some types of people who are looking for Slayer and
      steal their Hundred. Currently, there are three people from the
      Liberian troops who have died and yesterday, at least three Little
      Garden students who went to the streets of Sangria were attacked.
      Kisaragi Hayato-kun. Your younger sister―Kisaragi Karen]

      – …!…

      Hayato is very surprised, and his breathing accelerates.

      – Karen, is Karen safe?!

      [Maa maa, calm down]

      Standing and grasping the Tablet PC while Hayato yelled at her
      when he said that, Charlotte continued.

      [She was not hurt, she was able to escape unharmed from the
      enemy, she also protected her two companions she was with and they
      returned to Little Garden. As you can expect from your sister]

      – What a relief…

      Upon hearing those words, Hayato was relieved.

      [The Liberian army feels embarrassed to have suffered the loss
      of Slayers who were killed and stripped of their Hundred, and
      apparently they have been hiding this from Little Garden. We know
      about this incident, thanks to the fact that your sister has made
      it known to us. What’s more, as a bonus we know what the criminal’s
      objective is]

      – Who is that criminal, what the hell…

      [As a result of consolidating what we have heard from Karen’s
      story and the information held in Little Garden, there is the
      possibility that the criminal is an <<Artificial Life
      Form>> Homunculus]

      – … Homunculus?

      [It is a human being that has been created by fertilizing an egg
      with sperm in a tube. However, in this case it is a little
      different. Only the necessary cells were selected from the
      fertilized eggs, making them multiply together with Variable Stone
      and the body fluids of the Savages to create the homunculus.
      Assuming that it is the culprit who has been performing the
      Slayers’ Hunt]

      – That’s…

      He was about to say that it was equal to Liza. But Liza is a
      secret that Emilia does not know.

      – What’s up Hayato?

      – No, it’s nothing. I think what she is saying is really
      terrible.

      He said that to get out of the way. Charlotte who knows about
      Liza probably understood it.

      [Can I continue?]

      Asking that, Charlotte continued.

      [And maybe, Vitaly created that called Homunculus as
      her trump card—Joker. This information was spread by the three
      artificial Variants]

      Six months before the assault on Little Garden, Vitaly was
      preparing to move to the base located in the mountains of
      Liberia.

      Joker was created more than half a year ago. Vitaly who had
      managed to create an artificial Variant with a higher power than a
      normal Slayer was trying to proceed to the next stage. And that is,
      the creation of a Homunculus from the birth of a
      Variant.

      But, apparently that did not turn out very well. According to
      what the three individuals of artificial Variant said, there was
      only one specimen of that generation that managed to obtain a human
      form by being a Homunculus—.

      But, that example of success, the trump card, Joker, had enough
      energy to generate armaments from Hundred.

      Vitaly therefore made full use of her growth drugs and
      sleep-learning devices, trying to quickly nourish the Joker for use
      as a battle weapon against Little Garden, but in the middle of a
      simulated battle against the three artificial Variant, his energy
      could not be controlled and went crazy. For that reason he ended up
      running out of energy and his activity went into suspension.

      (Again as for that, Liza is quite similar…)

      That was Hayato’s impression.

      Certainly, Liza went out of control after helping Claire,
      consumed all her energy and that’s how she is in the present.

      – Later, Vitaly could not wake up for a second time to Joker and
      ended up discarding him. Then again she tried to make another
      similar Homunculus, only this time she did not
      succeed.

      – Wait a moment, with discarding it, what do you mean…

      [In order to keep a Homunculus alive, you need Hundred,
      Variable Stone and Savage core. In other words, she did not have
      the necessary elements for it. The soul of a Homunculus is
      like a mass of Sense Energy. If it runs out, it’s just a
      piece of meat. That means that in the end it was just an empty
      shell]

      Undoubtedly it was a container that could not find a single soul
      in one of Vitaly’s laboratories. As it were, it has been reported
      that many corpses of people who would be children have been found.
      Most likely it is the unsuccessful experiments of the
      Homunculus creation.

      – But then, why is the Homunculus now doing the Slayers
      Hunt―

      [That I still do not know. It is possible that someone has taken
      the materials that were left in Vitaly’s research laboratory and
      has succeeded in trying to create a Homunculus, or that
      Joker, who should have been discarded, for some reason has begun to
      move, is what I think. As for me, I think the second alternative is
      more viable. It means that Vitaly did not burn Joker’s container
      and that the appearance that Karen-kun saw is quite similar to
      Joker’s. It seems that it can deploy weapons without the need for a
      Hundred. It could be that maybe there was some energy inside the
      container, and with that he possibly woke up]

      – In other words, Charo, do you think the anti-Slayer
      organization got Joker, they gave him Variable Stone and Savage’s
      core and with that they managed to wake him up?

      [I do not think it was the anti-Slayer organization]

      Charlotte then takes a very serious look and changes her
      speech.

      [The story from this point is the most problematic question.
      Exactly a week ago, in one of Vitaly’s laboratories where the
      Homunculus research was being conducted, there was a
      battle between the anti-Slayer organization and the United Nations
      Integrated Army]

      After the battle, the members of the anti-Slayer organization
      who were investigating the results of the investigation left by
      Vitaly were annihilated― Immediately after that, members of the
      United Nations Integrated Army searched the base where Vitaly was
      studying the Homunculus, but it was completely ruined.

      [The Slayer troop that reported that report belonged to the
      Kingdom of Wenz and its commander―was Douglas]

      – Does that finally mean that, Douglas is involved in the
      Slayers’ Hunt?

      – … ah…!

      At that moment, what passed through Hayato’s mind was what
      Douglas said in the hall when he left the palace.

      – Did something happen to you, Kisaragi Hayato?

      Asks Claudia, probably noticing the state of Hayato.

      Hayato spoke recalling the words that Douglas used at that
      time.

      – In that palace, Douglas was saying that Little Garden was not
      relevant, at the time you will understand it immediately.

      – No, it can’t be…

      Emilia’s eyes widened in amazement. Even her body is
      trembling.

      – It is certainly so, Emilia-sama. Douglas ended up discarding
      his commitment and as a revenge changed the Hundred to avoid
      falling into shame when facing each other, in order to win in the
      duel against Kisaragi Hayato; from there employing Joker to find
      the whereabouts of two people in Little Garden. It is impossible to
      measure the damage that would be with that difference!

      […Exactly]

      Charlotte quickly nodded and continued.

      [That Douglas Edward Wenz, if he really did it, we should gather
      evidence to show that he did. Otherwise it will say that we are
      defaming him and will take advantage of that moment to escape. As
      for that, there is a strategy, but it is also necessary that Hayato
      can fight at a hundred percent. For that, regarding the new
      exclusive Hundred for Hayato, let me do it at the University of
      Weimar, of which I am a professor emeritus. There I have a lot of
      disciples]

      It takes an hour and a half by plane between Weimar and
      Gudenburg―The time of the duel is at afternoon, so there is plenty
      of time.

      [For now, I will send the information and start the creation of
      the Hundred immediately. Since I do not know how long that process
      will take even though we have a few hours, I will leave the topic
      discussed so that it is sent first thing in the morning by plane to
      Gudenburg]

      – Really!? Thank you very much!

      Hayato gave a very animated voice.

      [Regarding the details of the shipment, let’s decide tomorrow
      morning. So far, I have compiled a good amount of different
      strategies. Of course, I have included ways to contain the Joker.
      Until then, I on my part will immediately begin to work, as for
      you, take it easy and rest until morning]

      ***

      – Hayato, are you awake? Hayato! Something very serious has
      happened!

      *DON DON DON*

      Hayato woke up by the voice of Emilia and the blows that
      received the thick door. There were the figures of Emilia who wore
      the uniform of the martial arts department of Litte Garden and
      Claudia in her uniform of the troops of the Slayer army of
      Gudenburg.

      – Uff, you finally woke up!

      Emilia shouted. Apparently she was really in trouble.

      – Hey hey, what’s the matter? Still is not the time we would get
      together, right?

      – Uhmm, let’s start talking inside.

      Emilia who said that entered the room followed by Claudia. As
      soon as the door closed, she began to speak.

      – There was a contact from Charo now. A scientist from Weimar
      who tried to bring the Hundred to Gudenburg has been arrested at
      the Heathoria airport by the anti-Slayer organization.

      – Huh ..? What, what do you mean…?

      – Charo says that, they are making false accusations, but,
      surely they try to collect by means of a baggage inspection the
      Hundred of Hayato―or even exchange it.

      – Impossible, then since when the Prime Minister has been
      putting his hands?

      – It’s very frustrating, that something like this is
      happening.

      Claudia replied.

      – I went to the airport to do some negotiation, but I did not
      achieve anything.

      Claudia said that before becoming Prime Minister, Bratt was the
      president of the Privy Council.

      The current president is a member of the same party as
      Bratt.

      The Privy Council is a unit directed directly by the King, can
      command directly the police and public safety without having to
      have the approval of Congress. That’s all about it.

      – What do we do, Hayato? Even if we ask Charo to do another
      Hundred again, it is very likely that the same thing will happen if
      it is by air. If it is by a land route, and within Europe, there
      will be no baggage inspection, but it will take about five hours
      from Weimar and it may not arrive on time before the duel
      begins.

      Hayato suddenly realized the words he heard.

      – Hey, Emilia. From the capital city of Louvre, Francois, do you
      know how long the trip will take by land?

      Using the train at high speed, it can take two and a half hours
      though…

      The clock shows that it is now eight in the morning.

      The duel will take place just midday.

      That means, they still have some time.

      – Wait Hayato, don’t tell me…

      Apparently Emilia has managed to understand what Hayato
      thinks.

      – What is happening Hayato-sama, Emilia-sama?

      Claudia, who tilts her hear in deliberation, Hayato talks about
      his idea.

      – Currently, now Sakura is live in Louvre, capital city of
      Francois.

      Although there is also, of course, her manager Souffle
      Clearrail. She is an engineer and at the same time one of
      Charlotte’s apprentices. She can create the Hundred and for that
      there are the connections that will allow her to use the laboratory
      for that purpose.

      – In other words, what you mean is that the Hundred will be
      created in Louvre and then sent on a high-speed train?

      Hayato nodded.

      He does not know if they will really manage to do it, but it
      will be worth asking.

      – For now, I’ll phone Sakura.

      Hayato took out his PDA and called her number.

      [Hayato-kun! Isn’t this the first time Hayato-kun calls me?
      Maybe you wanted to hear my voice as soon as you woke up? Or will
      it be love? Is it love?]

      – Uhmm, I was really calling to ask you a favor…

      [A favor? What? What?]

      – Could I ask Soufle-san to create a Hundred exclusively for
      me?

      – [… Eh?]

      At the sudden request, Sakura was speechless.

      After many seconds, she answered.

      [I think it’s likely that she can do it but, what’s the
      problem?]

      Hayato tells Sakura about the battle against Emilia’s boyfriend,
      and that her Hundred was exchanged while she was sleeping.

      [In the case that Hayato lost, then Emilia would have to marry
      her fiancé, if so, I thought that they would be for each other, but
      it seems that this situation will not happen]

      I think it’s not the best time to be telling jokes.

      After all, it is possible that in this circumstance Hayato’s
      life is at stake.

      [Okay, anyway, I’ll go wake up Souffle. Also, there’s nothing
      particularly planned until tonight, so I’ll deliver the Hundred. I
      will witness Hayato-kun’s duel live]

      This is not the case, it is not the time to be saying those
      things.

      Emilia sighed as it was inevitable.

      – I get it. Please I beg you.

      [Yaaay Alright then, I’ll go and tell Souffle]

      After about 10 minutes, there was another communication from
      Sakura.

      [Souffle is OK, she said she can do it. Right now I am receiving
      the data of Hayato from Dr. Charlotte. Once this is finished she
      will go to create the Hundred]

      – I see…

      I’m really grateful.

      Continuing, Sakura said.

      [As soon as it’s ready, I’ll deliver it ASAP. All right, see
      you, Hayato-kun ]

      ***

      – I said it was fine, but it hurts a little….

      Karen sighed loudly as she dropped her shoulders at the bus stop
      next to the school.

      My body feels very heavy.

      When she got off the bus, her feet wobbled. Today she got up at
      06:30, a little earlier than usual, that because due to the
      circumstances she heard last night, she went to bed when the sun
      was changing.

      Before attending school, she stayed awake until two in the
      morning, but since the next day she had to wake up before dawn, the
      situation was completely different. If she does not sleep for at
      least eight hours, then Karen’s body cannot bear the burden it
      carries.

      However, today was six hours. For two hours it was not enough,
      and she used a lot of Sense Energy because of the boy’s
      attack last night in Sangria. Dr. Charlotte says that if you use a
      lot of energy, you will feel that your body will suffer. Although
      she said it was good to be able to go to school but,

      – I’m fine, I’m leaving!

      Karen answered during the examination in the morning.

      She didn’t want Aoi or Rebecca to worry about her if she was
      absent so she could take a break.

      (Will they be fine?)

      It was quite terrifying what happened very recently.

      Maybe they thought there was a possibility that I would be
      absent from school because my physical condition deteriorated,
      but―

      – Yoo, Karen!

      – Kyaa!?

      When she tried to pass through the front door of the school, she
      suddenly felt a voice approaching her, and was hit in the back.
      That caused Karen to collapse and fall forward.

      – Ah! I am sorry. Did I hit you too hard?

      – Are you okay, Karen-san!?

      The two ducked completely as Karen was lying face down on the
      floor.

      – Oh, yes, I’m fi… ne―kya!

      Karen, who was getting up, her body wobbled as she said that,
      causing it to collapse again.

      – Hey, Karen!? Don’t tell me you’ve been hurt for a while? Or
      are you injured because what happened yesterday…?

      – No, it’s not that, it’s just that I used a lot of energy
      yesterday, and I feel my body a bit heavy… Beyond that, are you
      okay?

      Karen gets up, and asks both of them.

      – We are ok? Why do you ask?

      – Well, it’s just that, a lot of things happened yesterday and I
      wanted to know if you were good…

      – Yees, as you can see, I’m fine! I’m not hurt at all. How about
      you Aoi? You don’t have anything in particular?

      – Huh? Emm, yes, I’m fine. Nothing happens.

      Saying that, Aoi smiled.

      Somehow Karen felt somewhat uncomfortable with that smile.

      (Are, did something happen, Aoi-chan?)

      While I was hesitant to hear it or not,

      – Oook, let’s go to the classroom.

      And Rebecca started walking.

      – Let’s go, Karen-san.

      – Oh yeah.

      Following Rebecca, Aoi also started walking.

      For a while, things have changed as they have always been.

      (Yup, It seems that everything has been my imagination…)

      Going to Aoi to reach her, Karen also started walking.

      When the three arrived at the classroom, all their classmates
      surrounded them to the point that they could no longer get them out
      of their way or move around.

      – Yesterday, you were attacked by the Slayers’ Hunter,
      right?

      – Are you okay?

      – Do you have any wounds?

      Etc., their companions ask quickly one after the other. That’s
      when Rebecca with a very confident attitude starts answering.

      – We were really in a pinch, Karen deployed her Hundred, and
      then flew into the skies! She saved us!

      Her version had some exaggeration as if it were told by a
      professional narrator.

      Her classmates said [Wooo], others [Unbelievable].

      While they were excited and praised her, they listened to the
      story of Rebecca who spoke really inspired. Even though she thought
      it might be a bit of an exaggeration, she felt relieved that it was
      not she who had to interact at that moment. Finally the counter
      argument came from the other side.

      – Karen-san, you’re just as amazing as your brother.

      – Noo, that, ahahah…

      She couldn’t do anything but laugh to divert attention, since
      she is not the incredible, but the girl who emitted the voice in
      her head.

      Last night when they asked her the question of rigor.

      Karen told about the voice to Dr. Charlotte.

      – About that voice, it’s probably Liza.

      What the hell was that voice?

      – There is a great mass of powerful energy within you. That
      characteristic is very similar to that of Liza. That’s why finally
      now, I’ve been able to understand that even if you used a lot of
      energy, I could understand why you’re doing well right now.

      Dr. Charlotte said.

      She has not informed her in full detail of what Liza really is,
      but you could say that she is like the “Goddess” of Little
      Garden.

      Anyway, thanks to the power she received from Liza, she was able
      to survive the boy’s attack, not by her own power.

      But being unconscious of that, the eyes of the companions shine,
      and one by one they are throwing questions without stopping.

      – Karen-san, it is confirmed that you will become a Slayer and
      fight against the Savage in the future? Even so, you will still be
      mainly a singer just like Sakura-san?

      – Until now, I have not thought about what to do yet…

      Karen responds ambiguously. At that moment, she felt a
      penetrating gaze. That look was from Nakri, who was the transferred
      student who was sitting at her desk.

      (Is she staring at me?)

      But Nakri looked away when Karen’s eyes met hers.

      That’s when the bell rings the tutor enters the classroom.

      – Students, let’s start with the class.

      That made Karen feel relieved to be released.

      It is then when the bell rings that the homeroom teacher enters
      the classroom.

      What was mentioned in the tutoring was that a couple of days ago
      an incident occurred in which Slayers were involved in Sangria’s
      side and that is why the circulation between Little Garden and
      Sangria has been restricted. It has even been said that there has
      been no damage other than Slayer at that time, in addition there
      are notifications by the Student Council to stop the movement to
      Sangria as much as possible.

      Fortunately, the tutoring ended without the topic of Karen from
      yesterday, and as usual, the first hours of classes began.

      As always, the body feels heavy. But, by lunchtime, she felt
      much better―.

      – Now that I think about it, I could…

      As soon as the class that started the lunch break ended, Karen
      looked back.

      She wanted to talk to Nakri.

      Apart from wanting to invite her to lunch, she wanted to ask her
      why she was watching her during the morning tutoring.

      – … What, where…?

      Realizing, she was no longer there. Leaving her books and
      notebooks on her desk, she indicates that apparently went
      somewhere.

      (Has she ate already?)

      She can’t find her by looking around, inside the classroom.

      – Karen, let’s go eat!

      – Oh, ok!

      Invited by Rebecca as usual, Karen left the classroom in the
      direction of the cafeteria.

      At the end of lunch time, afternoon classes arrived. By now,
      Karen’s physical strength had returned to normal. That was also due
      to Liza’s power.

      – Hey, the homework that has been given now and must be brought
      tomorrow, let’s do it together if you want. I’m not good at math,
      so will you teach me?

      At the end of the last lesson of today, Rebecca said that to
      Karen and Aoi.

      – Oh, right. Karen doesn’t do well in math either… Aoi-chan,
      could you teach us?

      – This, I’m sorry…! Today I have something to do!

      Aoi, who had already finished preparing her things to go home,
      suddenly stood up carrying her bag.

      – S- See you!

      – Ah! Hey, wait!

      Rebecca calls her out trying to make her stop, but Aoi does not
      stop the march of her legs. She left the classroom quickly, just
      like that.

      – What’s wrong with her, today she’s been weird, right? At lunck
      break too, it was as if she was rambling, she was also like that
      during the lessons, she didn’t listen to what the teacher was
      saying.

      – Yes, I also think the same…

      It is impossible for her to be the usual Aoi.

      That’s why Karen and Rebecca stared at the door that led to the
      exit of the classroom where Aoi had left.

      ***

      – Haa, haa …

      Exercise is not one of her strongest points. She practically
      doesn’t run, that is why she is out of practice, since she only
      does it in physical education lessons. Because of that, Aoi stops
      her feet when she arrived at the entrance after running down the
      stairs to reach the first floor of the school building.

      While she breathed heavily, she quickly changed her shoes, while
      taking a look at the corridor. Making sure that Rebecca and Karen
      were not chasing her, and after her breathing normalized, Aoi
      started running again, to jump on the bus that came in front of the
      school.

      With this, she was finally able to relax and sat with her back
      on a chair. Then again she stood up when it arrived at the station
      that was located in front of the checkpoint in the terminal of the
      sector that connects Little Garden with the district of
      Sangria.

      Due to entry and exit restrictions, there are very few people
      unlike yesterday.

      It can also be seen staff from Warslan and Little Garden, where
      Slayers and soldiers wear their respective uniforms, where the door
      leading to the bridge with many ships connected to Sangria is
      completely closed, like a cage.

      (As I thought, it is impossible to go and look for my PDA to
      Sangria on my own, after all …)

      Thinking that maybe she should give up and heed the call made by
      her teacher, a white man with blond hair, a young man who wore the
      uniform of Little Garden martial arts department was
      approaching.

      The companion of Kisaragi Hayato, the older brother of Kisaragi
      Karen.

      (If I’m not mistaken, is it Fritz-san?)

      Going to Aoi’s position, Fritz approaches with confidence.

      – If I remember correctly, you are yesterday’s…

      – Umino Aoi.

      – Oh, that’s right, that’s right. Forgetting the name of a girl,
      what kind of person am I. Ahahahaha

      – What are you laughing about!

      Latia stomps on Fritz’s foot.

      – Ouch ouch, as expected, it does not work with middle school
      girls.

      – Of course!

      After screaming and exposing her fangs, Latia looked at Aoi.

      – Leaving this aside, is something wrong? That we met yesterday
      with you was one thing, but now, you can’t go to Sangria from
      Little Garden.

      – After all I can’t do it…

      Aoi’s facial expression darkened.

      – What is your reason for wanting to go?

      – Well, it turns out that…

      Aoi, when asked by Fritz, informs him that the PDA was lost.

      – I know its location. So I will go pick it up.

      – Should you ask someone to go do that, don’t you think?

      – That is true, but…

      – Do you have something you do not want someone else to see?

      With her face flushing, Aoi nodded.

      Fritz smiled at the sight in front of him.

      – In other words, do you have an image of the person you love
      the most as a wallpaper?

      – Uhm, ah! That…

      – Apparently hit the mark.

      It really hit the mark.

      – Very well, very well, if it is for a girl in love, I will
      support her. I’ll let you pass.

      – Really?

      Aoi’s expression flashed quickly.

      – Hey, Fritz! What are you saying!

      – The enemy is targeting those who are Slayer, that is, those
      who own Hundred. It has been observed that the damage to civilians
      so far is zero. Aoi is not a Slayer, and she does not own a
      Hundred, right?

      – True.

      Aoi nodded in agreement to what Fritz said.

      – If that’s the case, then it’s fine. You should get on the next
      special bus.

      – … Special bus?

      – Although basically the access and exit from Sangria is
      prohibited, some people have their business or their work from the
      beginning. That is why there is the departure of a special bus per
      hour for these people.

      The departure time from the Little Garden side is at thirty
      minutes per hour. Fritz explains that from Sangria’s side it is at
      0 minutes of each hour *.

      * TN: That is, from Little Garden leaves at 4:30, 5:30, etc.
      and from Sangria they leave at 4:00, 5:00, etc.

      Only the citizens of Little Garden can approach them. Basically,
      it seems that the people of Sangria are not accepted.

      Continuing, Latia complements.

      – The last departure from the Sangria side is at seven PM. After
      it arrives, the bridge connection of ships is released (Tree
      Ship), since there will be no more trips, you must reach as
      far as the control point on the Sangria side at 7 o’clock.
      Agreed?

      – Yes

      – It seems to me. If you can’t find your PDA, let us know so we
      contact the checkpoint that is there. Because if you don’t have it,
      you’ll not be able to enter Little Garden.

      When Fritz said that, Aoi was approached to the special bus in
      the waiting area. There were only three people waiting there. They
      would be about the same age as their mother.

      With only three people on board the bus, she arrived in Sangria
      in less than fifteen minutes. They were informed the same as the
      supplementary information given by Latia, that is, they must arrive
      at this place before seven o’clock in the afternoon. Now that it’s
      five o’clock, she has a total of two hours.

      Apparently it will take some time to find that building, since
      she doesn’t have her PDA, but she is already approaching the
      district in question.

      Undoubtedly, managing it one way or another, Aoi began to look
      while walking through the district.

      ***

      – Oh, there it was…

      The door that leads to the roof of the building was finally
      opened. The PDA was falling through one of the holes in the railing
      that bordered the roof in all directions. Surely it fell there when
      they were flying towards Little Garden.

      The remaining charge in the battery is very low, and presses the
      power button.

      (What a relief…)

      The figure of Hayato that was reflected on the screen was on
      hold. The glass was not cracked, she was relieved to know that it
      operated normally.

      A lot of emails from Karen and Rebecca were coming.

      (I did something bad to them)

      Speaking of origins, when it was learned that Karen was
      transferring, from the beginning Rebecca misunderstood.

      At that time, Aoi showed an exaggerated reaction, even if she
      liked the songs of Kisaragi Karen, she did not feel an adoration
      towards the Idols. Aoi instead admired Karen’s older brother,
      Kisaragi Hayato.

      Needless to say, at this point, Hayato is also popular among
      middle school girls. And there are rumors that he is dating Emilia
      who is also a first-year member of the special team of the martial
      arts department. It is also very presumptuous to say that you
      idolize something.

      Being the case, thinking about it, she hoped that absolutely
      nobody could see it. That is why she came to Sangria on her own.
      For the missing PDA.

      To be able to report that he had already found it, he would have
      liked to respond to the emails immediately, but there was not much
      time left to remain in Sangria. She would return the mail once she
      reached the checkpoint. Upon reaching the door that leads to the
      stairs, Aoi looks back.

      – But if … it’s not you? We met yesterday, am I right?

      That voice came to her back. Aoi’s body was slightly intoxicated
      with terror.

      (Do not tell me, that voice of now…)

      It was the voice of the boy of yesterday.

      At the same moment she turned around, but her main problem was
      that she could not see where the voice was from. As she wondered if
      maybe it had been her imagination, she heard the voice again.

      – Here I am, here.

      – Huh…?

      The boy who fell in front of her, was the one who fought
      yesterday with Karen.

      It was on the water tower, from which there is a door that goes
      towards the stairs. Moving his head, many times, from left to
      right, he approached Karen while relaxing his shoulders.

      – Meet with the goddess of luck so abruptly, even though I just
      woke up, but what a beautiful day it is today!― That’s what I’d
      like to say, where is that delicious Slayer who was with you
      yesterday?

      The boy asked while walking shows an evil smile that was not a
      smiley face, towards Aoi.

      However, Aoi’s face, as expected, was twisting in fear.

      – Stop, do not come near me…

      Aoi backed away.

      But the boy’s feet didn’t stop.

      – Noo… stop…!

      A cold sensation when touching the railing, was transmitted to
      her back. This tells her that she can no longer go backwards.
      Eventually, this distance with the boy, at some point will reach
      zero.

      (Anyway, he’s about to catch me, so maybe, I too―)

      Aoi could not take it anymore.

      When it comes to this there is nothing but despair.

      – Iyaaaaaaaa!

      With the impulse she sent the boy’s body flying, running towards
      the door that leads to the stairs. The boy, who was abruptly
      surprised, looked stunned at the departing figure.

      – Hee, Contrary to her figure, she really has a splendid
      courage. Anyway, I’ve already seen her appearance, there’s no point
      in pursuing her, other than this bed that disappears―

      The boy’s mouth loosens, his eyes shining sharply like those of
      a beast.

      – If I use that girl as a decoy, then I can find that delicious
      Slayer. I am anxious waiting for what comes after that.

      ***

      Aoi ran desperately down the stairs. In those moments, suddenly
      began to play a melody on the PDA. It’s from an incoming call.

      (Wh- what do I do?)

      This way she can’t hide anymore. And even if she does, the
      thunderous melody will betray her. As she ran, descending the
      stairs, Aoi took the PDA from her pocket and saw the screen.

      (It’s Rebecca’s!)

      She wants to talk.

      She wants to scream for help.

      Or maybe, should have as a first priority to escape?

      It may be for better to turn off the PDA and reject the incoming
      call. While she doubts it, Aoi continues running down the stairs.
      And then, the PDA slips from her hands.

      – Ah!

      The PDA falls down the stairs, doing *KATAN* *KATAN* as impact
      sounds. Aoi, who tried to hold it, lost the balance of her body and
      rolled down the stairs.

      [Hello, do you hear me, Aoi?]

      Rebecca’s voice was heard from the speaker. The PDA is probably
      in call mode.

      But Aoi can’t move. The vision becomes blurred, slowly begins to
      fade.

      Her ears hear the steps of the boy approaching.

      – … Help me, Rebecca… Karen… they’re going to kill me…

      Aoi muttered in a voice that seemed to disappear.

      – … Save me, Hayato-san…

      Finally, in saying those words, Aoi fainted.

      ***

      – Hey, Aoi, Aoi!!

      In the school yard, Rebecca kept shouting Aoi’s name with an
      anxious expression on her face, while holding the PDA in her
      hand.

      The call connected, but there was no response.

      – Rebecca-san, what’s the matter…?

      – There were some horrible sounds, Aoi asked for help and said
      that she was going to be killed…

      – EEH!?

      – Ah! The call was cut.

      She tried to call again, but there was no connection.

      There was a message saying that the device was off or out of
      reach of the coverage area.

      – Aoi-chan, what’s the matter with her…?

      They are worried, because the situation has been strange all day
      today. That’s why Karen decided to contact Charlotte because the
      voice that Rebecca heard was very distressing.

      She thought about asking where she could find Aoi.

      [The place where the radio waves were last emitted from Umino
      Aoi’s PDA, comes from the city of Sangria]

      In response to Karen’s question, Charlotte responded with a
      delicate tone of voice.

      – Huh…?

      At what she heard, Karen was speechless.

      – What’s wrong, Karen? Where is Aoi?

      – Aoi-san, is in Sangria.

      – What did you say!?

      Through the minds of both of them, the figure that attacked them
      yesterday flashed in their minds.

      Maybe Aoi was attacked by that boy?

      [Immediately I will contact the Student Council to find out the
      Slayers who are in Sangria to confirm her safety. Keep waiting in
      that place until this is clarified]

      ***

      – It is impossible that she has developed a homunculus. I’m
      surprised.

      In one of the rooms of his mansion in Liberia, the president of
      Little Garden, Judal Harvey, was sitting down bowing his glass of
      red wine. That product is twenty years old.

      A lot of types of cheese are also served at the coffee table in
      front of him.

      – Are you trying to oppose Liza? Or is it that you are seriously
      planning to create an existence that is equal to God, exceeding
      Liza, I wonder?

      Judal said addressing someone. But there was no response. He
      continued talking with blue cheese collected in his hand.

      – But in the end you could not achieve it either. Even my mother
      could not do it. Because Liza, in the end, is nothing more than an
      imitation of God. Compared to God, it is nothing more than a
      minuscule existence.

      *Hahaha*, he laughed, then again he followed with his words.

      – But, even if it is an imitation, it is terrifying not to know
      when it will wake up. It can survive without receiving food, which
      are the Hundred, for about a year, but through the hands of
      someone, has been released in the city of Sangria.

      *TOP* *TOP*, Judal poured the wine into the glass that was
      available.

      – Undoubtedly, the Homunculus, Joker, your trump card,
      is targeting Liza, right? Now, does he know something about Liza, I
      wonder?

      Putting the empty bottle on the table, Judal asks that someone a
      question.

      – If so, let me ask you just one question. Between Joker and
      Little Garden, who do you think will be the winner?

      

    


    

    
      Chapter 4:Duel / Princess and Diva / Dual Act

      
      


      One hour remaining to start the duel, Hayato was in the
      reception room of the palace.

      He was in the room that was brought yesterday for the first
      time. There are two reasons about why Hayato is here. One of them
      is to wait for Kilfelthar and Claudia who went to pick up Sakura
      who was coming to Gudenburg using the high speed train and the
      other to wait for Emilia who had gone to change clothes. Emilia had
      been wearing the uniform of Little Garden during the morning, but
      since today was the duel, she was asked by Kate to change clothes,
      since there would be many high-ranking officers who would be
      present, including King Granald. Of course Emilia was reluctant to
      change her clothes like yesterday, and although she put up
      resistance, she finally had to do it against her will. He had
      separated from Emilia for about fifteen minutes.

      The moment for the duel was approaching minute by minute.

      (Sakura hasn’t contacted me, will she be really ok?)

      While anxiety dominated him, *TON* *TON*, the door made that
      sound.

      – Hayato-sama, we have already finished the preparations.
      Hime-sama is already waiting for you in the vehicle.

      It’s Kate’s voice.

      He opened the door and she entered the room. Hayato got up from
      the couch together with the bag he held in his hand. What was
      inside is his Variable Suit. He was told that he should take it
      when he left Little Garden, since it can’t be predicted when and
      where he has to fight against the Savage.

      When he got out from the corridor and left the palace, there was
      a vehicle exclusively for the royal family, the same one he used
      yesterday.

      – Should I store your luggage?

      Kate stops walking right in front of the vehicle and asks him.
      It was to know whether or not to place the bag in the trunk of the
      car.

      – I’ll take it with me inside, so I’ll do it.

      This is the situation. It is not known what can happen.

      It would be a problem if it were to damage even the Variable
      Suit, which is why it is better to keep it by his side.

      That was Hayato’s decision.

      – As you say. Now, get in please.

      When Kate said that, a man who looked like the driver and who
      was standing in front of the vehicle, opened the backseat door.

      – Ah, Hayato…

      Emilia, who looked at Hayato’s appearance and murmured his name,
      was wearing the same dress as when she went to meet the king. Also,
      for some reason she looked nervous.

      – Ah! Wait a minute!

      When Hayato got into the car, Emilia told the driver that tried
      to close the door from the outside, and Emilia turned her eyes to
      Kate.

      – Will you stay to do homework, Kate?

      – Yes

      Kate nods and continues.

      – I have a duty to clean the rooms of Hime-sama and
      Hayato-sama.

      – Would you like to go with me? Being surrounded by Otou-sama,
      Douglas and the cabinet of ministers, it will be a nuisance to keep
      their company.

      She had thought about it since, after this, Hayato will not be
      with her.

      Emilia considers that she only wants to have an ally close to
      her, she does not ask for more.

      – For much that you say that, Hime-sama, because I have work to
      do, I will not be able to be with you. And, that reminds me,
      Claudia-sama and Kilfelthar, why are not they next to you?

      – Oh, Claudia and Kilfelthar are in another task at the
      moment.

      – All right, then I’ll pray for Hayato-sama’s victory while I
      clean up. Have a good day, Hayato-sama, Hime-sama. I pray that you
      have good fortune in the war―

      Then the conversation with Kate ended.

      With a *BATON*, the door was closed, and the car began to
      move.

      Then, Emilia immediately approaches his ear and asks him.

      – Is it like you still haven’t had contact with Claudia and the
      others?

      – Uhmm…

      Hayato frowned indicating that he was worried.

      – I also sent an email to Sakura, but she hasn’t answered
      either.

      Emilia speaks slowly and close to his ear, taking into
      consideration that the driver did not listen to them. Similarly,
      Hayato also responded with a low voice.

      – For some reason I have a bad feeling. Even if the Hundred was
      originally sent, it is very strange that they haven’t arrived at
      this time, I will call Claudia again. It is also absolutely
      necessary to tell them immediately that we are heading towards the
      arena.

      Emilia takes the PDA out of her pocket and tries to contact
      Claudia. But, it’s impossible, it does not call.

      – Hmmm, I can’t connect…

      – In that case, I’ll try with Sakura.

      Hayato also takes his PDA and tries to contact Sakura, but the
      result is the same. It is announced that there is no coverage or
      that the device is turned off.

      – Why is this happening? I don’t think there is no coverage area
      around the station…

      Emilia tilts with the sound.

      The vehicle keeps moving towards the arena.

      – How much more is it for us to get to the stadium?

      – Hmm, would you say about ten minutes?

      It has been five minutes since the vehicle began to move. This
      means that the distance between the arena and the palace is about
      fifteen minutes.

      *TURURURU*, *TURURURU*…

      – Oh…!

      The melody of the incoming call emitted by Hayato’s PDA
      resonated inside the car.

      Looks at the screen. It’s an incoming call from Kirishima
      Sakura.

      [It finally connected!]

      When Hayato pressed the button, Sakura’s voice of emotion was so
      loud that his ears ached.

      – Why, so suddenly the voice so strong?

      [Because it has finally connected! I’m grateful that after
      getting here you’re fine!]

      – Get here … Could you meet Claudia and Kilfelthar?

      [Err, somehow … but, after this, the worst is really coming. The
      traffic lights are off due to a big blackout and this has turned
      into chaos. Therefore, the car is stuck in the middle of traffic
      congestion. In addition, radio waves from the PDA are outside the
      prefecture *. Honestly, this is a terrible sabotage]

      TN: Textually says like that the kanji.県 外 = kengai, outside the
      prefecture.

      – “Sabotage” … don’t tell me―

      [Claudia says that what has been happening at this moment, is
      definitely due to an intervention by Prime Minister Bratt who is
      related to Douglas]

      – … for real…?

      [But we’re fine. Leaving Kilfelthar driving the vehicle, and
      being armed here as well as Claudia, we will arrive quickly using
      energy. Where are you now, Hayato-kun?]

      – To be honest we are heading towards the arena.

      [In that case, I will personally leave the Hundred in the
      arena]

      In the same instant Sakura said that.

      [It’s dangerous, Sakura-san!]

      Claudia’s voice was heard, and at the same time he heard
      *PAAAAAAN*, the firing of a gun.

      [―KYA!?]

      What he heard next was Sakura’s scream.

      – Hey, Sakura! What is happening!?

      Even though Hayato shouted, he did not hear the return voice.
      And the call was also disconnected.

      – Hayato, what happened?

      – Suddenly a shot was heard accompanied by Sakura’s scream, and
      then the call was cut off.

      – Huh? … That, don’t tell me that was the bad feeling…?

      – Sakura’s words, she told me that they had received
      sabotage.

      -…Sabotage? Why something like that…?

      – There was a blackout at the station and the signal stopped,
      then they were stuck in traffic, among other things.

      – Wait a minute. That means they will not be able to deliver the
      Hundred on time….

      – Sakura and Claudia seemed to get out of the vehicle, armed,
      saying that using energy they could deliver it quickly
      and―.

      He heard the scream moments ago.

      He was anxious. It was the same for Emilia.

      – I can’t be helped. I will go to pick it up myself.

      As soon as the private vehicle stopped at the traffic lights,
      Emilia opened the door and went down the road.

      – Hey, where are you going…?

      – Emilia smiled sweetly at Hayato, took the Hundred that was on
      her chest, squeezed it firmly, then shouted.

      – HUNDRED, ON!

      With a radiant bluish white, she displayed <<Mist that
      Covers Everything>> Arms Shroud, in the waistband of
      the dress, and created a kind of propulsion device
      “Thruster“, similar to wings, which is the same as Claire
      uses, in her back.

      – Using this I will fly and get to where Claudia and the others
      are, to get the Hundred. In this way I will get there faster, and
      even if I don’t know what the situation is or what might happen, it
      will be better to face them with all my might.

      – … “Might”, are you okay with that suit?

      Emilia is not wearing her Variable Suit now. But her appearance
      is of a dress.

      – No problem, no problem. This clothes, its skirt is long, and
      by flying through the skies, even if I’m in a fight, nothing will
      be seen inside of it. So far, I feel comfortable not having to
      strain and have to be hiding things like other women.

      – No, I didn’t mean that…

      Okay, if Emilia’s ability is enough, then it may not be a matter
      of concern.

      – In any case, we don’t have time. I will definitely deliver the
      Hundred before the battle starts. Hayato, trust me and wait for me.
      Tell my father that I’ll be late. Until then, take care!

      Emilia injects energy into the gun barrel and flies powerfully
      in the direction of the station.

      ***

      – You, don’t move!

      Sakura and Claudia turn their eyes towards the place where the
      voice came from.

      There were more than ten people belonging to the Gudenburg
      police, and each of them pointed their gun.

      – Hey! Why is it now that we are being targeted by the police!?
      And as if that wasn’t enough, they shoot my PDA! I will sue
      them!

      – Silence! Surrender and raise your hands right now,
      terrorists!

      That was what a man of average height said and who was in his
      forties. He is the captain of the Public Order Maintenance Unit
      under the direct control of the Privy Council. It was also he who
      shot Sakura’s PDA.

      – Huh? Wait a minute. We terrorists? What nonsense are you
      saying!?

      – There’s no point in continuing to deny it. You are being
      sought internationally for being members of the anti-Slayer
      organization. You are some dreadful and terrible terrorists!

      – Huh?

      – Check this out!

      The captain of the law enforcement unit pulled out two sheets of
      paper. In them, the faces of Sakura and Claudia were printed.

      – Hey! What the hell does this mean!?

      Sakura, who is next to Claudia, asks her the question.

      – It seems that the Prime Minister of this country has influence
      on public safety and wanted us to be on the list of those wanted by
      the police. Currently the Prime Minister is our enemy, as he has
      links with Emilia-sama’s fiancé―

      – Whaaaaat! How did something like this happen!?

      Holding their weapons, the members of the POMU approached them.
      As Sakura stepped back, carrying with both hands the small box that
      contained Hayato’s Hundred, she raised her voice to the forces of
      the POMU.

      – Hey you, is it that you don’t know who I am? I am the Idol
      that travels around the world, the <<Princess Maiden of the
      Temple of the Land of the Rising Sun>> Oriental
      Wizard, Kirishima Sakura!

      – Ha! Trying to fool us with your lies, impostor!

      It was the captain who screamed.

      – We have information that the terrorists have stolen reports
      from Gudenburg’s army and that they are acting with someone trying
      to impersonate an Idol!

      – But what are you saying! If you think I’m an impostor, then
      listen to me sing a song and―.

      – Shut up!

      – Wha―

      Simultaneously with a dry sound, Sakura is left with an
      impressed view. The captain fired a bullet at Sakura’s feet.

      – If you continue to put up resistance, next time I will not
      fail!

      – … Tch!

      Sakura leaves her face tense.

      – At this point, there is no other method but to use force.

      Muttering very low, Claudia continued.

      – Sakura-san, leave this to me. Please deliver that Hundred to
      Kisaragi Hayato.

      – I’ll do it.

      Saying that with a small voice, Sakura nodded. The public
      security staff was getting closer and closer.

      Claudia quickly pulls out the Hundred that was on her chest,
      holds it firmly and then screams.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      Particles of a light brown color form a huge steel ball in her
      right arm. Seeing that scene, and while the forces of the POMU were
      disturbed, Sakura also picked up her Hundred from her chest and
      screamed.

      – <<The arrival of the Songstress>> HUNDRED ON!

      Along with the appearance of emerald green particles, four wings
      appeared on Sakura’s back.

      – Ack, are these guys from the anti-Slayer organization capable
      of deploying weapons? Is the rumor that they are artificial Variant
      true?

      One of the members of the POMU shouted.

      – Damn, but that person really is a Variant!

      Screaming, Sakura made a high jump, landing on the branch of a
      tree.

      – Do not let the impostor of Kirishima Sakura escape! Shoot!

      – I won’t allow it!

      Claudia uses the steel ball and knocks down the forces of the
      POMU that were ready to shoot.

      – Sakura-san, now!

      – Understood!

      Sakura jumps to the opposite side of where the POP staff is
      located. Her destination is further ahead, the observation platform
      that is located on the cliff.

      – Although I am mainly a singer, I must fulfill my role as
      Slayer. Even if I can’t fight, I know there’s something I can
      do!

      Sakura jumped very high, landing on the parapet of the
      observatory with her feet. After manipulating energy for
      about a hundred meters, she landed on the ground, subtly began to
      float and then immediately began to accelerate while she was in the
      air. She was heading to her destination, the arena, which is where
      Hayato is waiting.

      ***

      Has she got rid of her persecutors, since five minutes have
      passed?

      Sakura is impatient and looks at the clock located in the
      park.

      (Faster, faster, I can’t be late for Hayato-kun!)

      But, her speed is already at her limit. By the time she reaches
      the arena, the time for the start of the duel will have been
      reached.

      It may be that she won’t make it.

      – ―Wha…

      Sakura looks back quickly as she suddenly feels a presence of
      energy approaching from behind. She tried to deploy the
      barrier but, at that moment, it was too late.

      In the very moment she turned back, something brushed Sakura’s
      face, and one of the wings on her back was cut off.

      – But what was that, right now?

      Looking back to the place to where that happened a moment ago, a
      blade was falling towards the ground. It seems that it was created
      using energy. It becomes particles and disappears.

      (Where the hell will it have thrown that? And to top it off, it
      dares to make a wound on my face, I’m an Idol! Tomorrow I’ll be
      live!)

      While she was filled with anger, looks around her. Then she
      feels an approaching energy. This time it’s from the
      right. When she looks in that direction, an object that shone for a
      brief moment approached at high speed.

      – Is it another blade made of energy?

      Sakura changes the box to her left hand, extends her right hand
      in a hurry and deploys the barrier. This time, the blade was
      blocked.

      (Now, where will it be from?)

      She looked toward the top of the Jungle-gym that was on the
      right. However, she could not see the figure of the person.

      – … Agh, who is it?

      When she noticed, she felt a presence on her back. She tied her
      hands behind her back to Sakura.

      – Appearing in the back without me noticing…!

      Turning her head, she saw that it was a woman dressed in a black
      suit. She put the tip of the blade in Sakura’s nape with the
      intention of stabbing her.

      – Give me the Hundred.

      Without even having heard her words, this woman was on Douglas’s
      side―She must be a murderer with the mission to steal the
      Hundred.

      – Oh? What are you talking about? By Hundred do you mean the one
      I have, I suppose?

      Said Sakura trying to make fun of her. But the woman remains
      calm.

      – I don’t mean yours, but the Hundred of Kisaragi Hayato.

      Along with this, she puts the blade closer to the nape of the
      neck.

      – But I don’t know what you mean by what you’re telling me!

      – Give me the content of that box! Give it to me!

      The woman was rushing to take the box from Sakura.

      – Stop!

      Sakura protects the box by covering it, surrounding it with her
      body.

      (What, what should I do?)

      The strength of the woman was considerable. Also, she had a
      blade. In this way, it would be a matter of seconds to be stolen.
      If that happens, all the efforts made will be in vain.

      – Hand it over!

      – Kyaa!

      Tossing Sakura aside, the woman took the box by force.

      – Please, give it back!

      Sakura, who was knocked to the ground, quickly got up and jumped
      in the direction of the woman to retrieve the box.

      – Gaah! Don’t bother!

      The woman swung the blade and tried to keep Sakura’s body at a
      certain distance.

      A voice arrives there.

      – Sakura-san, stand aside!

      A smile bloomed on Sakura’s face like a rose.

      That’s because the person who owns that voice, fell from the
      sky, and landed in front of Sakura standing in the way of the
      woman.

      – Emile! Why are you here…? Also, in that appearance. You seem
      like you are an Ohime-sama. In fact, it really is as if you were an
      Ohime-sama…

      – I have to say that as for that, I’m not Emile, but Emilia. If
      you allow me.

      Saying that, she reduced the Thrusters of her Arms
      Shroud to particles.

      – Tell me, is that box where Hayato’s Hundred is located inside,
      right?

      Emilia looks at the woman’s hand and snatches the box from
      there.

      – … Kuh

      – Ok, I must quickly deliver this to Hayato.

      – Like I would let you do something like that!

      The woman used the ability of her own Hundred to assimilate with
      the environment that surrounds her, doing this to leave under the
      feet of Emilia. And then as soon as she revealed herself, she
      attacked Emilia with the blade she produced in her hand.

      – Ups…

      Emilia suddenly loses her body balance, but quickly manages to
      recover, and creates a rapier sword using Arms Shroud, to
      block the woman’s blade.

      – Sakura-san, hold this for a moment.

      Emilia throws the box to Sakura, handing her Hayato’s
      Hundred.

      – Give me that!

      The woman tries to change the target to Sakura, but Emilia does
      not allow it.

      – This is bad, the start time of the duel is approaching. I
      can’t keep you as an enemy in this situation. I will have to act
      seriously.

      Day after day, being the training partner in the use of the
      sword with Hayato, the expertise of Emilia with the sword is
      decent.

      With this she quickly blows the blade out of the woman’s hand,
      reduces the sword into particles, and with Arms Shroud,
      pulls out a Hula Hula * and throws it as if she were going to wrap
      something with her ring.

      * TN: Yes, hula hula. Specifically: フ ラ フ ー プ furafuupu.

      If it is thrown from the head and her body is kept inside, then
      it can be restrained, it is something that is made to capture. The
      woman, seeing this, she realized. She quickly disappeared from
      sight using the skill of her Hundred.

      It is impossible to find the location of the target if it can’t
      be seen, but Emilia is not at all exasperated.

      – Sakura-san, do you know where she is?

      – Over there!

      Immediately after answering the question, a spot on the ground
      began to glow with emerald green. With this, the figure of the
      woman was exposed.

      – How, what did you do to know where I was?

      – The ability of my Hundred is that of field control. It is as
      easy as feeling the energy of the place that I explore and thus
      find where you were hiding.

      – … Already here with this, is the end, don’t you think?

      Emilia manipulated the shiny ring of her hand, passed it over
      the woman’s head, and restrained her body.

      – Even if I leave this place, the ring will not disappear for at
      least fifteen minutes. The duel has already begun.

      With that said, Emilia approached Sakura.

      – Well, then, give me the box.

      – Huh? I can’t do something like give it to you. That’s because
      I’m the one who will take it to Hayato-kun.

      – What are you talking? We don’t know if there will be traps
      along the way, I will also fly faster if I go on my own.

      – But, thanks to me now you, you could do something, don’t you
      agree?

      – That may be true, but…

      – Then, take me with you. Or should I say, I will not give it to
      you unless you take me there. First of all, it was a promise with
      Hayato-kun that I would see his duel!

      It was certainly that kind of promise. Emilia remembers
      that.

      – Aaa fine, I’ll do it. There is no point to continuously
      discuss here. Let’s go immediately to the arena. We don’t know if
      the duel has really started.

      ***

      – Is time.

      That was told to Hayato, who had just changed to his Variable
      Suit, by two soldiers who wore the uniform of Gudenburg’s army.
      Both soldiers seem to be almost thirty years old and it is likely
      that they are not Slayers.

      – Emilia is already here?

      – ………

      Trying to get their attention, he got no response.

      (How complicated …)

      As things are, he will have no alternative but to fight with
      that poor quality Hundred he has in his right hand.

      (I wonder if with this I’ll be able to carry out Dr. Charlotte’s
      plan…)

      Honestly, I no longer believe in myself.

      – Come on, hurry up!

      If he decides to move at a slower pace to gain time, he is
      rushed by the soldiers in front.

      He already reached the battlefield. Douglas, who is dressed in
      his Red Variable Suit, is waiting in the center. Looking sideways
      briefly, he could see the figure of the king, the Pope, and of
      Prime Minister Bratt in a room closed with glass at the top of the
      seats of the spectators.

      Unfortunately, both Emilia’s and Claudia’s figures, he could not
      find them.

      – How unfortunate for you, Kisaragi Hayato.

      Laughing in a burlesque way and looking down on him, Douglas
      spoke.

      – Unfortunate you say, and why?

      – Princess Emilia is not here. I guess it’s because she doesn’t
      want to see the person she loves to lose?

      He laughs provocatively.

      – You shouldn’t say that kind of thing as if was nothing.
      Although I wonder if it’s a habit, but why did you do it?

      – What are you saying?

      Laughing, Douglas deployed his armament.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      The ring on his right hand shone in a red color, and a red sword
      appeared. His Hundred, <<Deep Crimson Glory>> Red
      Glory, is of the Chevalier type.

      Douglas says pointing the blade of the sword at Hayato.

      – Bastard, you also deploy your weapons, fast.

      – Emm, I think Emilia will be here shortly. Would it be
      impossible to make you wait until then?

      Of course he would not even consider accepting it. It is a
      proposal that considers extending the time, even for a single
      second.

      -You bastard, what are you saying! His Majesty and the Pope are
      very busy people who are watching this duel. It isn’t possible to
      extend the start of this fight for a second. Also, why are you so
      sure that Princess Emilia will be here soon?

      Douglas has a totally inadequate laugh that floats on his face.
      He won’t give at all even a fraction of a second.

      Maybe he should have said he forgot to bring his Hundred, surely
      he would have gained some time. But, there is also the possibility
      of being given a multi-purpose Hundred. And with that he only could
      demonstrate the level of force as if it were the same as a product
      of poor quality, therefore, his situation would not change.

      (Being already in this situation, is there something I can
      really do?)

      Maybe he can’t do anything about the duel, but he can try to buy
      time. After all, he had no choice but to trust Claudia, Sakura and
      Emilia.

      Hayato, who had prepared for the worst, screamed taking the
      Hundred and holding it in his chest to move it forward.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      The reddish Hundred became particles and Hien appears
      in the hands of Hayato.

      (It’s the same as last night, it has the same appearance and
      weight as the usual one…)

      But, there is no doubt that it is a product of poor quality.

      Even if he tries to concentrate energy sense, he can’t
      feel it in the pattern of the sword.

      – Then, let’s start the duel.

      When Douglas said that, the soldiers inside began to leave the
      battlefield, one after the other. Then, the doors leading to the
      waiting room were completely closed.

      (Now, what will we do?)

      Even if Emilia brings the Hundred, she will not be able to enter
      the battlefield. Although it is not visible from the seat of the
      spectators, there is a barrier based on tempered glass.

      (But, if we talk about them, they will think about
      something)

      He will have to trust them to the end, since apart from gaining
      time, it is unlikely that he can do anything else.

      – Get ready, Hayato!

      Douglas affirms his sword.

      Preparing, as he was told, Hayato also prepared his sword.

      Along with the sounding of the ring on the battlefield, the
      battle began.

      However, neither Douglas nor Hayato move. Time runs, five
      seconds, ten seconds pass.

      – You’ll not come?

      Asks Douglas, as if his patience was running out.

      – If you don’t move, then I’ll go there!

      Douglas raises his sword, pointing to the sky.

      – Red Dragon*―Glory to the Kingdom of Wenz!

      * TN: This dragon is Chinese, using the kanji 竜 = tatsu

      Along with that scream, his body is completely covered with a
      thick red armor.

      Full armament, so unexpected―.

      On his head appears a helmet with the figure of a dragon.

      – Here I go, Kisaragi Hayato!

      Douglas kicks the ground and launches to attack Hayato.

      And, right at that moment.

      With a *BANG*, all the lights in the arena went out.

      – Wh- What?!

      The battlefield abruptly turned dark.

      Confused by the unexpected fact, Hayato looked around.

      Before such Hayato, and without a doubt, Douglas decides to
      attack.

      – …Kuh!

      Hayato, at the last moment, managed to repel Douglas’s attack
      with his Hien.

      – Wait a minute! Don’t you see there’s something wrong?

      – Whether you acknowledge it or not, the duel has already
      begun!

      Douglas raises Red Glory high above his head.

      – Begun you say, but not in this type of situation, which is not
      appropriate! Even in the audience, the situation there is also in
      chaos!

      Hayato yelled while dodging Douglas’s attack.

      With this darkness, he can’t see anything in the field, not even
      what is in front of him.

      – Don’t tell me, you bastard, that you think this is a
      coincidence?

      Mocking, Douglas smiled evilly.

      That is why Hayato is confused.

      – No way, you’re also involved in this!?

      – Hahaha, that’s right! It’s the same as with your Hundred!

      – Kuh…!

      Uncovering his own crimes, Douglas makes another attack.

      – I knew it, so there was really someone who was hurting Sakura
      and Claudia, it was you!

      – It doesn’t matter a single shit what you say!

      Douglas executes another attack. The trajectory of a red sword
      that comes from above is seen in the darkness.

      Hayato flew and dodged it.

      – Are you happy, winning this way?

      – …Win you say? Haha, what are you saying!? My goal is not to
      win against you, Kisaragi Hayato!

      -… What…?

      – My goal is to steal your fiancee and kill you, for shaming
      me!

      Douglas declares that, with the tip of his sword in his right
      hand, Red Glory, pointing towards Hayato.

      – … You’ll kill me…?

      – That’s right, make it look like an accident in the middle of
      battle!

      In other words, it was to not show the circumstances to the
      audience.

      Eventually, not being stopped by anyone, for sure end up leading
      to oblivion to Hayato, thanks to the blackout that has
      occurred.

      And in this particular situation, it would not be known who
      could attack and from where. Since there is the possibility that
      the female escort is hiding. If you add to that, the constant kicks
      from Douglas, the use of energy to exert pressure with his sword,
      to those attacks, is considerable.

      Of course, the sword is also granted energy. In this
      situation, it is impossible to judge to what extent it is able to
      withstand the product of poor quality.

      – How persistent, Kisaragi Hayato!

      – That’s it, because I can’t give up. I will resist until Emilia
      and the others arrive!

      Douglas, who exchanged attacks on the low quality product,
      turned his body, and lifted Red Gloria over his head.
      Energy covers the sword, looking like a burning flame.

      – Even if she came now, what will you do!

      – …kuh!

      It is the most powerful attack Hayato has received so far, and
      by using his two arms to block it, they are numbed.

      – Wow, how unexpected that you have blocked it at this point,
      Kisaragi Hayato.

      – I trust that Emilia and the others will do something … Until
      they arrive, I can’t afford to lose!

      – … Tch, you’re a completely irritable man!

      Saying that, as if he were spitting saliva, Douglas
      continued.

      – If you say you want to go so far, then I’ll give you damn true
      despair, I’ll make you talk no more of hope! Dual Act!

      The ring of his left hand shines and transforms into a black
      sword, with a sinister appearance that merges with the
      darkness.

      – … Kuh, to challenge that is a little…

      – Obviously, deploying it when you are attacking is something
      unexpected to do, but, you are special, Kisaragi Hayato. Make sure
      you die with enough desperation while <<Achieving Absolute
      Disaster>> Death Star burns even your sight!

      Holding Red Gloria in his right hand―and in his left
      hand to Death Star, Douglas prepares to attack.

      – Hahaha, with this darkness, you will not be able to see
      Death Star’s trail!

      Certainly, it is as Douglas says. Compared to Red
      Gloria, Death Star’s trajectory is quite difficult to
      see. Apparently, it is for that reason among all that there was a
      power shortage.

      His hands are being completely occupied. Moreover, since there
      are two swords now, the number of movements has doubled. The blade
      of the product of low quality, by intercepting so many slashes, it
      would not be surprising that it is on the verge of breaking at any
      time.

      Douglas has also noticed.

      – Apparently the time is soon over for you, Kisaragi Hayato!
      Better yet, this will be your <undoing> end!

      Red aura on his right arm. Black aura on his left arm.

      Wrapping the two swords with a powerful energy that completely
      covers his body, enough to make the body seem to be split in two,
      Douglas attacks.

      – Now, this will really be your <undoing> end,
      Kisaragi Hayato! Your life too, of course! You, before my Dual
      Act, you will receive the blow of defeat!

      A blade wrapped in something similar to a burning flame, hits
      hard to the product of bad quality.

      Somehow it has been able to hold up until now, but,
      nevertheless, with the impact of the attack of the black blade,
      finally its limit has arrived.

      – Ah…!

      The blade of the poor quality product broke, becoming particles,
      disappearing as if they were bubbles.

      – Hahahahaha, this is the power of my Dual Act! You saw
      it, Kisaragi Hayato!

      One thrust of Red Gloria was projected from the right
      arm that was thrown from the side. With this, Hayato’s body was
      sent to the border of the field.

      – Aaghh!

      He received a very strong impact on his back.

      – Kh, agh … damn…

      The blow he received on the side of his chest was fierce and
      painful. It may be that he has two, or maybe three, broken ribs.
      Still, Hayato tries to get up off the ground, with his poor quality
      item broken. Then, Douglas comes to him.

      – Aren’t you going to pray for your life?

      While looking down at Hayato, who was trying to get up, Douglas
      kicked Hayato’s body, sending him flying.

      – Gaah!

      Hien, the poor quality item, separated from his hand,
      falling on the sand.

      – Something like this, I must resist!

      This time, Hayato continued talking as he laid his hands
      directly on the ground and tried to get up again.

      – Unfortunately, I don’t have the slightest intention of being
      cornered. Definitely WE can’t be defeated by
      someone like you!

      – We? What, you rascal, are you still thinking that Emilia will
      arrive here?

      – Of course.

      Hayato responded immediately.

      – Emilia and the others being here, and even the ones in Little
      Garden against the Homunculus, for no reason we will be
      defeated!

      When Hayato gave those names, Douglas’ eyebrows began to
      move.

      – Why mention here Little Garden and the
      Homunculus?

      He caught the bait, Hayato thought.

      It is for that reason that, he decided to follow that line. All
      in order to gain time.

      – We already know. It was you who released the
      Homunculus in the city of Sangria.

      – Haha, HAHAHAHAHAHA!

      With a very strong tone, Douglas laughed.

      – What are you saying so suddenly, huh? I wonder, if perhaps it
      is just conjecture or something like that?

      In fact, it is as he said.

      But, he can’t say it out loud.

      That is why he must make Douglas let the evidence escape through
      his mouth.

      – Well, even so, I think it’s fine. I will tell it especially to
      you, totally. Yes it is true.

      – Huh…?

      Hayato was surprised by the sudden confession. And this because
      he did not think he was going to talk so easily.

      – Why do you put a surprised face? What did you think that I
      wasn’t going to do it? Or is it that you even thought you could buy
      time with this question? Anyway, this is a stupid conversation. No
      matter what I say to a man who is going to die right now, I won’t
      have any issues. I will admit it obediently.

      – Then tell me, why you decided to do something like that! There
      have been victims in Sangria! Even my sister was attacked by the
      Homunculus!

      – Hahaha, why, you ask? Well, that’s it, it’s decided that
      you’re not the only one who has embarrassed me, Kisaragi
      Hayato!

      – What have you just say?

      Douglas continues with his words, with a look of madness lodged
      in his pupil.

      – To summarize, to me, Princess Emilia, who has rejected my
      engagement, and was after you, even reaching Little Garden, has
      committed the same offense! That is why if I kill the person that
      Emilia loves, I will also destroy Little Garden, which is where she
      now resides, and experience the sufferings of hell! All this has
      been said by God for it to be done. Otherwise, the battle weapons
      used for Little Garden could not have reached my hands by mere
      luck. That is why the suffering I have experienced―no, the people
      of Wenz’s suffering, who have lived it for years, I will give it to
      you!

      Hayato dodged Red Gloria that was thrown down by
      Douglas, while rolling on the ground. While aiming there, Douglas
      began to attack with his other weapon, Death Star.

      – As long as I win this battle, I will become the commander of
      the Unified Slayers troops of the army of Britannia, so at dusk,
      with Bratt carry out a coup d’etat and take full control of the
      Federation of Britannia! Later, we will join Al Saram, and taking
      Warslan and Liberia beyond destruction, this change within the
      world will make Wenz definitely stand on top of the world! That is
      what God has demanded!

      – That’s your goal! But it’s ridiculous! To achieve that goal
      according to what you say, many lives are going to be
      sacrificed!

      Hayato continued trying to block the attacks of Douglas who was
      attacking with both swords frantically, picking up from the ground
      what was left of Hien.

      – … Sacrifices? And what about it!? Our nation was treated like
      real slaves, while Gudenburg was developing itself! What I am doing
      is nothing different from it! But the world has changed! And now is
      the time to take the opportunity to revenge! It’s because now I
      have the power to use that opportunity! All thanks to this power
      that God has given us, Homunculus!

      – Don’t be kidding with that! Utilizing God for your
      convenience, and what is that, create hatred with hatred! The cycle
      is repeating itself once again! And even to you, the day will come
      when they will want to revenge themselves!

      – Silence, meddlesome!

      Douglas uses Red Gloria to send flying the bad quality
      item out of Hayato’s hands, breaking it. When it falls to the
      ground, it becomes particles and returns to being a Hundred.

      Simultaneously, Hayato’s armament disappears. Giving as a
      result, that is in a state of being totally cornered in the
      field.

      – This is the end. Die, Kisaragi Hayato!

      Douglas raised very high Red Gloria against Hayato, who
      nothing else can do.

      *DON*, a sound resounded, one of the doors in the audience
      opened completely.

      – Hayato!

      – Hayato-kun!

      – Emilia, Sakura!

      When he looked in the direction where he subtly heard the voices
      that said his name, he could see the figure of two people who
      appeared from behind the door. Both were with their armaments
      deployed, and they were shining.

      Emilia has the rapier sword in her hand. From her back, the
      voices of the security guards of the arena and the ones that
      respond directly to the Privy Council, the POMU are heard. In
      addition, there is Prime Minister Bratt. He strongly gives the
      order to the guards and to the POMU.

      – Damn, hurry up and arrest the terrorists!

      – Emilia, hurry!

      – I know that!

      Emilia kicks the concrete and jumps. Using the rapier sword, it
      gives a hit to the reinforced glass. If the barrier had been in
      normal conditions, even Emilia, with all her strength, could not
      have made a single scratch. But, due to the power outage, the
      barrier is not deployed.

      In an instant she knew. Then, Emilia kicked out with her foot,
      and with her armament aimed at the tempered glass, she drew a line,
      making a big hole.

      – Quick Sakura, the Hundred!

      – Yes!

      Sakura got rid of her persecutors who were the arena’s guards
      and the POMU, taking the Hundred out of the small box, throwing it
      to Hayato.

      – Receive it, Hayato!

      – As if I would allow something like that!

      Douglas halved the Hundred that was thrown at Hayato, using his
      Red Gloria.

      – …It can’t be…

      Sakura’s eyes that saw that, were painted in despair.

      Sakura, who was dismayed to the point that she did not resist
      the guards who came to attack from behind. Hayato and Emilia were
      the same.

      All they did was be completely lost, staring at the Hundred that
      had been cut in half.

      – Haha, hahahaha! God, God is my ally!

      Douglas yelled as if he had already been the winner, and for a
      second time he lifted Red Gloria over his head.

      – Die, Kisaragi Hayato!

      – Hayato!

      – Hayato-kun!

      With the screams from the bottom of the hearts of Emilia and
      Sakura, Hayato rolled on the sand, dodging the sword that came
      down, and picked up one of the halves of the Hundred that was cut
      in two.

      – Don’t you know when to give up!? Is it that you will get
      something by grabbing that!?

      Douglas tried to cut Hayato who was crawling on the ground. At
      that moment, Hayato increased the energy of the Hundred
      fragment that was in his hand. With this, the Hundred shines
      tenuously, showing a reaction.

      (Even in this condition, it can be used…!)

      The first and most important thing to do is to prevent Douglas’s
      attack. With his hand extended towards the front of his body and
      holding the Hundred, Hayato exclaims.

      – <<Deploy Barrier>> HUNDRED ON!

      A barrier deploys in front of him. After containing the attack
      of Douglas, Hayato rolls on the ground, picking up the other
      fragment of the Hundred and gets up.

      (In this fight, I absolutely will not lose!)

      When he looks at where Emilia and Sakura are, they were captured
      by the guards led by Bratt and forced against their will to lie on
      the ground face down.

      (Neither Douglas nor Bratt, I absolutely will not forgive
      them!)

      His heart jumped, giving very strong beats.

      Under this strong emotion, it seems that the Variant Virus
      within the body is responding to it.

      And as planned by Charlotte, Douglas told everything about his
      plan.

      All this should have been recorded by the small voice recorder,
      which is inside the case where he can store the Hundred, located at
      the base of the neck of the Variable Suit.

      If he manages to win this battle and make a broadcast of this
      recording, then it will be the victory of Hayato and the
      others.

      (That’s right, I have to win!)

      When deciding that with all his might, the fragments of the
      Hundred, held one in each hand, shone brightly.

      (Anyway, they’ll become particles.) Even if it’s split in two,
      it should somehow―)

      In the end, that would be no more than the ideal scenario.

      But―.

      (This Hundred should be able to respond to my emotions, since,
      this is the Hundred that was made for me!)

      Hayato says himself with much conviction.

      – Kisaragi Hayato, you, don’t tell me…

      – Yes, that’s right.

      Actually, I do not know if I can do it. But, I have to try it, I
      will not stay like this!

      Hayato screamed loudly as he held the Hundred in both hands with
      all his strength.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      His body is covered with thicker than normal armor.

      – Full armament!

      Emilia gave a voice of joy.

      – And besides that―.

      Sakura looked surprised.

      – Yes, it has the same Dual Act as Douglas!

      – …Why you, bastard, can you have Dual Act!?

      Douglas yelled, as he stepped back, giving the impression that
      he was scared.

      – About that, I don’t know.

      I never heard that I could do a double deployment from a broken
      Hundred.

      However, in the hands of Hayato, there is certainty that he
      possesses something similar to a katana.

      Although the one with the right hand is a bit smaller, it is the
      black katana Hien as such that is in his left hand. On the
      other hand, in his right hand, something he has never seen has
      manifested, it was a white katana. Its color looks exactly like
      Emilia’s armament.

      – But, this Hundred is able to respond to my emotions. I wanted
      that, that I would not lose this fight. For all those who put their
      effort into bringing the Hundred to me, I will definitely win!
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      Hayato prepares his two katanas and goes after Douglas. To that
      attack, Douglas tries to block it with his two swords. A total of
      four swords are found, which collide in pair. But in terms of sword
      handling, Hayato is superior.

      – … Kuh, damn! What is this power…!

      – It’s our power! It’s the power of Little Garden’s Slayers!
      You, who tried to win with that cowardly form, I will not be
      defeated!

      – Gah…!

      Douglas Red Gloria is broken by the black katana that
      Hayato balanced.

      Seeing the opening he achieved with that maneuver, Hayato
      launched an attack with his white katana.

      – Haaaaaaaaaaaaaa!

      Even though he hit him over the armor, he struck splendidly on
      Douglas’s shoulder.

      – Gah … shit…!

      Douglas’s body collapsed, falling with his knees on the
      ground.

      Picking up Death Star from the ground with his left
      hand, he tried to get up once more, but apparently he is not able
      to achieve it.

      He falls back to the floor again. This time, his full armament
      was also cancelled.

      Hayato stands in front of that Douglas and asks him.

      – Does it look like you give up?

      – …So I see.

      Muttering as if surrendering, Douglas extends his hand to
      Hayato. It is then that the tension in Hayato’s body disappears.
      And with that, Hayato presents his hand.

      But the eyes of Douglas that captured that moment, shone with
      rage.

      – Stupid, as if I was going to give up!

      Douglas, who was already holding the red sword in his other
      hand, aimed it at Hayato’s throat in order to cut it.

      But instantaneously, Hayato’s eyes shone a golden color. This
      made him move in a hundredth of a second to avoid him.

      Hayato’s Variant power responded to the crisis that was
      shown.

      – Wh- What…? How did you dodge it…?

      He has the impression that it was a last attack, using all the
      strength he had left.

      Douglas’s body fell to the ground.

      *BATAN*

      – It seems that I arrived late somehow.

      That was the voice that was heard in the field. It belongs to
      Serivia.

      She came down to the field from the audience, which was where
      she was.

      – Who the hell are you!?

      The guards who had Emilia and Sakura under control, complained
      to Serivia.

      – Don’t put your hands on Serivia-sama.

      – I will not forgive you if you do something to her.

      – … Serivia?

      – My name is Serivia Notredame, Paulo III, and the current
      Puritaria’s Pope.

      – What, what the?!

      – Leaving that aside, what do you think you are doing to these
      people? She is Emilia Gudenburg, the third daughter of the King of
      the Kingdom of Britannia, Granald Frederick Arthur Gudenburg.
      Release her immediately. Of course, also to her friend who is at
      her side.

      – As you say, Pontiff-sama. But they were who short-circuited
      the distribution panel, causing the blackout―no, this was made by
      Bratt-sama…

      – That, that…

      He was babbling, given that his tongue was entangled in words
      while his eyes looked at the captain of the guards.

      – As I’ve been saying, we’re not terrorists!

      Emilia shouted.

      – Let go of us at once!

      Sakura continued exclaiming that.

      The guards freed both, while an expression of bewilderment
      floated on their faces.

      – Hayato!

      – Hayato-kun!

      Sakura and Emilia quickly run and descend towards the
      battlefield, passing through the hole that was made in the tempered
      glass.

      Then, they canceled the armament.

      – Are you okay, Hayato?

      – It looks like you’re a little hurt.

      – Only a little. It’s thanks to you for bringing me the Hundred.
      Only the Hundred has ended this way.

      Hayato canceled his armament, and turned his eyes to the two
      halves of his Hundred.

      – However, that you could perform Dual Act, Hayato is
      awesome! Hey, what about the strategy we had planned? It was a
      success?

      – Ah! I think it recorded everything perfectly…

      While saying that, Hayato took out an elongated cylindrical
      machine, about two inches long from the case of his neck, and
      handed it to Emilia.

      – Practically, Douglas told us everything under his own
      initiative. Not only about my Hundred, but also about the
      blackouts, the connection he has with Bratt and that related to the
      Homunculus.

      – Did you say recording…?

      Douglas murmured. He tries to get up with his knees on the
      ground. Looking at Douglas, Emilia speaks to him.

      – If I inform my Otou-sama about this, you will be finished! You
      tried to kill Hayato, you tried to hurt Little Garden, I will not
      forgive you!

      – Damn, give me that!

      Douglas jumps, trying to steal the voice recorder. However,
      Emilia dodges it, and takes out her Hundred from her pocket,
      deploying it.

      – HUNDRED ON!

      Arms Shroud forms around the waist, while releasing a
      bluish white. Emilia changes one of the clusters into a rapier
      sword, picks it up, and charges it to Douglas who was again
      jumping.

      – Surrender, realize that this is the end, Douglas! I will tell
      everything about you to Otou-sama, so immediately stop attacking
      Little Garden!

      – Agh …

      Douglas, cornered, twisted his face as he collapsed on the
      ground. At that moment, he heard a faint voice.

      – Emilia, lower your weapon.

      With that voice, the atmosphere in the arena changed
      completely.

      – Otou, sama…?

      – There was something strange that was happening, and
      Pontiff-dono thought there was a problem with you because you were
      not here, so she suggested that I should secretly come down here.
      Along the way, she told me everything―.

      Surrounded by many soldiers, King Granald appeared on the
      battlefield. Emilia, in view of the circumstances, removed her
      weapon, and canceled the armament.

      – Prince Douglas.

      King Granald continued his words, glaring at Douglas.

      – As king of Gudenburg―no, as king of the Federation of
      Britannia, I must make a trial without mercy on you. I hope you are
      prepared.

      – …Kuh…

      Douglas decided to prepare for the worst, but collapsed on the
      ground.

      – Of course you too, Bratt!

      – Hiii!

      His name, when pronounced by King Granald, rushed on the
      concrete. With his body trembling, as if he had chills, he looks at
      the king and proposes to him.

      – Oh, allow me to speak, your majesty! We have no relationship
      of any kind! Who did all this, was one person, that person is
      Douglas―.

      – Seems like you do not know when to surrender, Prime Minister
      Bratt.

      The door at the entrance to the audience opened, and a young
      woman appeared.

      Seeing this figure, Emilia said raising the volume of her
      voice.

      – Claudia! And also Kilfelthar!

      – We apologize for making you wait, Emilia-sama. We have arrived
      a little late, but we have brought someone with us.

      At the end of Kilfelthar’s words, Claudia clicked with her
      fingers. That made a man appear behind both of them.

      – You, you are…

      Douglas’s face turned pale at the sight of that man.

      He is the captain of the POMU that responds directly to the
      Privy Council.

      – He moved with the orders that Prime Minister Bratt gave him
      and confessed that he tried to arrest us. In other words, he is
      also a victim. That is why he was also deceived by Bratt.

      – Wa-wait a moment! That is a lie! Tremendous slander! That man
      and that woman are the true conspirators! I also fell into their
      doing!

      – It’s not a slander. In addition, we, the army of Gudenburg,
      have now captured the personnel of the electricity company,
      responsible for the power outage that occurred in the area
      surrounding the station, to the airport staff who called the
      technician who came from the Republic of Weimar a terrorist and the
      remaining individuals that caused the power supply to the arena,
      are in the process of investigation. All his misdeeds are being
      investigated and soon everything will be revealed.

      – Guh…! False, that is false. I am totally innocent! Douglas did
      everything, that man threatened me!

      – So, how on earth could the Prime Minister of the Federal
      Government of Britannia be threatened by Douglas? I would like if
      you could tell the same story and its details about it in a trial,
      what do you think, Prime Minister Bratt?

      – …guh, aaaaa…!

      The mentally cornered Bratt, falls from his waist to the ground,
      trembling.

      Douglas and Bratt.

      Kilfelthar screamed, with a glance at each of the men who were
      captured.

      – We are the soldiers of Gudenburg, who are loyal to the king!
      Arrest Bratt and Douglas, and take them to prison!

      

    


    

    
      Chapter 5:Joker / Mortal Combat / Liza and Karen

      
      


      – Claire-sama, apparently has been discovered in the subway of
      one of the apartments in the slum in the third district of Sangria,
      a laboratory that has been kept hidden with scientists who have
      restarted the Homunculus. It is guaranteed that this
      happened recently.

      – I see, it’s because this information comes from Gudenburg.

      It was the Student Council President, in the underground of the
      school of the martial arts department of Little Garden, Claire
      Harvey, who received the report from the Vice President of the
      Student Council, Erika Candle. A couple of hours ago there was a
      report with the result of the duel from Gudenburg.

      Along with the victory of Kisaragi Hayato, the information
      regarding the Homunculus was transmitted.

      Dr. Charlotte analyzed the information obtained by the
      intelligence unit of Little Garden, and it is understood that the
      third Prince of the Wenz Kingdom, Douglas Edward Wenz, was the one
      who released the Homunculus in the city of Sangria.

      The information obtained by the Gudenburg side was very large,
      coming from the three of them.

      Homunculus is a decisive weapon to fight against Little
      Garden, created by Vitaly Tynyanov, her [Trump Card] Joker. Its
      shape is similar to that of a human being, but inside, it is very
      close to that of a Savage.

      And now, they had the location where the scientists who had
      unleashed Joker in the city of Sangria were.

      – Is it possible to stop the Homunculus?

      – No, [Joker is completely autonomous, there is nothing that can
      be done] was informed to me.

      That scientist says that Joker awoke in response to the Hundred
      of the Slayers, when Wenz’s troops entered to investigate inside
      the bases left by Vitaly. Then, they gave him the Hundred and went
      crazy.

      He released a strong Sense Energy from his body to open
      a large hole in the sky of the cave where the laboratory was
      located, so he ran out of strength, and collapsed.

      Then Douglas assured him, woke him up at the base he had already
      prepared, and in return for giving him Variable Stone, he would
      take revenge on Little Garden for murdering Vitaly, his
      creator.

      Joker aligned with that proposal.

      – That means that it’s Joker who’s hunting the Slayers and
      attacking Little Garden at the same time, and he’s giving his
      thanks to those who revived him and fed him with Hundred?

      – No, I don’t think that is something like that.

      Erika replied.

      – There is a Slayer that survived when it was attacked by Joker,
      during that action, Joker said [My purpose is the origin of the
      power of Little Garden]. Claire-sama, the origin of power, is it
      some kind of Variable Stone, which gives energy to Little
      Garden?

      It’s reasonable that Erika is thinking that. The power of the
      Joker and the origin of his Sense Energy are Variable
      Stone. It’s really clear that they have a resemblance, but she does
      not know anything about Liza. It should be the same for
      Douglas.

      But what about Joker? He has heard about Liza from Vitaly, maybe
      he can know after all.

      (Anyway, this has become in something very problematic)

      Now he is hunting Slayers, although he is in a phase of stealing
      Hundreds and thereby accumulate more power, so that the day will
      come when he will come to Little Garden.

      (Anyway, we have to deal with that before it gets much more
      power)

      Claire concluded with that in her mind.

      The President of the Student Council receives an
      <<Emergency Alert>> Emergency Call, and the
      figure of Chris Steinbelt is shown on a giant floating monitor
      located on the wall, and is seated at the position of
      <<Strategic Responsible Analyst>> Main
      Analyst, in the <<Council Room for Strategies>>
      Briefing Room.

      [Claire-sama, Joker has appeared!]

      – Tell me its position!

      [It’s in a building in the center of Sangria. One person is a
      civilian and the other is a Slayer from Liberia, who are
      wounded]

      The figure of Chris that was projected on the monitor, changed
      completely to the one on the map. It was close to the same point of
      the day before yesterday and yesterday, it was close to where Joker
      has acted regularly.

      [The civilian who is injured corresponds to Umino Aoi.
      Yesterday, together with Karen-san, they were attacked by
      Joker]

      – Wait a minute, why is that girl there in Sangria!

      [Yesterday, while they escaped from Joker, she lost her PDA, and
      the information says that she would go to pick it up, and that it
      was authorized by Fritz-san and Latia-san, who were patrolling the
      inspection area. As Joker only targets Slayers, apparently there
      would be no problem in which civilians could pass]

      – There was certainly a notice from the Student Council in
      which, the general public was called to avoid making these trips,
      but it did she really needed to do it in this way? Well, how is her
      condition?

      [The city of Sangria is revolted and the appropriate information
      has not arrived yet. I am worried about it, but…]

      – We must wait for everything to return to normal.

      [I think so. That has been the report from the headquarters]

      [In that case, I’ll have to interrupt you]

      Suddenly, Claire was surprised by the voice that interrupted the
      communication.

      – Onii-sama!?

      The image that has changed and that is shown on the floating
      monitor corresponds to that of Claire’s older brother, Judal
      Harvey, president of the Warslan Company.

      [It should not be surprising, because this emergency
      communication is not private. All authorized people involved can
      listen to everyone, as well as interrupt a communication. The
      subject as of now has to do with Little Garden]

      – And you want me to thank you for that.

      Just now, she said something with total sarcasm.

      Since what really matters is Liza―.

      That is at least what she thought in her mind.

      [… now, going back to the subject in question. I understand that
      the enemy is an Homunculus, left behind by Vitaly. It may
      be that now Vitaly is in a higher danger state than when she
      started attacking with the <<Artificial Models>>
      Replicant. There will be minor damages, but we will stop
      progress, in one way or another]

      – “Minor damages”, how can you be saying something like that,
      Onii-sama!

      [What I have said does not mean that I am ready to give my own
      life. It would not be strange if a city disappeared, in the event
      that the fight between the Slayer and the Homunculus
      occurred in an inhabited place. What I want to say is that it will
      not hesitate at all to do harm. But, no matter how much damage is
      done, it is much better than leaving a city made nothing using
      missiles and nuclear mines to stop the dangerous
      Homunculus. Well, no matter what, I will convince the
      United Nations that all responsibility falls on the anti-Slayer
      organization, so not everything is lost]

      – That proposal is really appreciated.

      It will sound sarcastically, but in fact, it is not sarcastic at
      all. The truth is that I do not want not a single person injured,
      and as far as possible, not even a single building, but I also know
      that this is idealism. This will really be a tough battle.

      [Claire-sama, Judal-sama, if you allow me to speak, I would like
      to add a few words from me]

      Opening his mouth, Chris joined the conversation in which they
      were both.

      [What I thought while listening to the conversation that you
      were holding now is, how about using the third district of the city
      of Sangria?]

      [Third district…? Is not that where the scientist who rebooted
      the Joker was?]

      [That place is a slum, there will hardly be anyone there, due to
      the purification strategy that was carried out a year ago in the
      city of Sangria, there lived only vagabonds and the mafia in that
      sector. Since the redevelopment has not yet taken place there, I
      think it’s fine if some building is destroyed]

      There is a large number of Slayers and Liberian soldiers who
      have been dispatched as bait. Attracting the Joker, having as final
      destination the third district, to then be captured by the members
      of the special team that has been waiting there, that was the plan
      devised by Chris to lock up Joker.

      [Truly, the Main Analyst, is a great strategist]

      *PACHI* *PACHI*, made their hands, while applauding and saying
      those words in admiration.

      Claire has no objection to Chris’s strategy.

      – All right, let’s go with that plan. If the time comes when the
      enemy becomes very powerful, I too will have to enter the battle.
      Can I request if it is possible that Erika is left in charge at
      that moment?

      [No, it would be best if Erika were also to fight]

      There was a person who interrupted the communication. It was
      Charlotte Dimandius.

      – Regarding my ability, is there anything I can do against
      Joker, the enemy?

      Asks Erika to Charlotte that is shown on the floating
      monitor.

      [I heard some information about Joker from the scientists who
      were captured. In order to defeat him, it is possible that your
      presence is indispensable. Therefore, I will take control of this
      strategy in conjunction with Chris. Is it okay with you,
      Claire?]

      – Yes, no problem. Do you agree, Chris?

      [Yes of course]

      [Ok, then, could you leave me in charge of the strategy from now
      on? Liddy will also need to appear on the battlefield. Call me as
      soon as you get there]

      ***

      Will Umino Aoi be safe?

      Karen and Rebecca are still waiting in the cafeteria for
      information on whether Aoi is safe. Three people were there, they
      were Krovahn, Nesat and Nakri, who were in their Variable Suit.

      – Hey you!

      Nakri realized the existence of Karen that was there, opened her
      eyes completely and leaped closer.

      – Wh-what is going on, Nakri-san?

      Karen, who was frightened by the level of intensity,
      unconsciously stepped back.

      – Yesterday, you were flying through the skies and you did it
      until you returned to Little Garden, right? Then, it’s possible to
      go to Sangria!

      – Huh…?

      She heard the conversation that was held in the classroom this
      morning. Nakri continues speaking with a certain enthusiasm.

      – With what you had to fight yesterday, it was against the
      creation of our boss Vitaly, Homunculus. But he isn’t
      ordinary. Before we can do more damage, we have to do something
      about it. So, please, take us to Sangria!

      – But, if you talk to the president…

      – That’s impossible.

      The boy next to him answered. He heard from Charlotte that he
      was Nakri’s cousin, and that he was in the next class. His name is
      Krovan Olfred. The surname Olfred, it is said that they did not
      have surnames, but that they were given by Charlotte.

      – I asked the president if we could go, but our energy
      is still not stable, and she didn’t give us any hope, since she
      rejected us because the formation for this operation is made up of
      the Selections. With the doctor it’s the same. But he is
      immeasurably powerful. Without a Variant, they will be easily
      killed. It will be impossible if we aren’t there!

      No but…

      If Dr. Charlotte says it’s useless, it’s because it’s probably
      useless.

      So having thought of saying it would be impossible,

      ―― Let’s go.

      (Eh…?)

      The voice of a girl rumbles in her head.

      ―― Being here, I will protect you and everyone.

      Again, the voice sounded inside her head.

      It was Liza’s voice.

      – I’m not telling you to fight. All you have to do is to take
      us. We will take full responsibility. We beg you!

      – Keep in mind that your friend is involved in this incident!
      Don’t you think you should go and rescue her!?

      Continuing what Krovahn said, Nakri spoke.

      – … Karen…

      Rebecca stares at her, as if saying what she is going to do.

      (If Liza says I should go, then it’s because I have to go)

      Also, I have to get to Aoi as quickly as possible.

      Because she is an important friend.

      I have to save her.

      – I understood, let’s go!

      – For real!?

      Nakri, who responded energetically when she heard Karen’s
      response, looks happily at Krovahn.

      – ..Karen, will you really go?

      – That’s right, leave Aoi-chan to Karen. I will absolutely bring
      her back home safely.

      Karen declared, to Rebecca’s concern.

      – Okay then. You are strong. If it’s Karen, then everything will
      be fine.

      – Yes

      – Please come back safely.

      With that said, Rebecca extends her little finger.

      – It is a promise.

      The act of linking the little fingers.

      – Yes

      Karen also extended her little finger and crossed it with
      Rebecca’s little finger.

      – Now, we’re leaving!

      ***

      – I really hope that Aoi-chan is fine, but…

      Fritz and Latia ran through the streets of Sangria. Of course,
      this was not a date. It was part of their duty as members of
      Selections. It is for that reason that the two were in their
      Variable Suit.

      – It’s your fault that she has been involved in this type of
      incident. I wish I’d not let her go there….

      – I really thought about it. That’s why I’m here looking for
      Aoi-chan.

      Fritz and Latia went to the coastal side of the buildings of the
      third district, in the western part of the city, where the
      battlefield against the Joker would take place, along with other
      Slayers and transport helicopters.

      This is where the point where the communication stopped is
      marked.

      Right now, they are halfway from that point. When suddenly, the
      Vital Rings of both emit a sound.

      [Chris Steinbelt speaking here from the Briefing
      Room]

      – Chris, is something wrong?

      Fritz asks stopping his step.

      [The status of Umino Aoi has been confirmed. She fell off the
      stairs and hit her head, there was loss of consciousness, but there
      is no danger to her life. It has been reported that the army of
      Liberia has it under its protection]

      – I see…

      When he found out she was fine, Fritz gently touched his
      chest.

      – Since Umino Aoi is safe, what should we do?

      Asked Latia.

      [Yes, slowly return to the third district, please]

      Chris answered, after a brief pause.

      – In other words, we will be the bait to attract the Joker.

      [Thank you very much for your cooperation. But in case a combat
      situation is triggered―]

      – .. Wait, a moment…

      Out of nowhere, she felt a chill run through her back muscles,
      and Latia’s face went rigid.

      – Fritz, look for a presence in the surroundings.

      Ordering him, Fritz decides to do it.

      – …But what is this…?

      He feels a very unpleasant energy.

      There was also something like blood thirst mixed in that.

      – Maybe that’s the Joker.

      Latia murmured in a low voice, and continued her words.

      – He has us in his sight.

      [It cannot be, it is not possible that he already…]

      Even Chris was upset.

      If the combat were to develop here, then the strategy that has
      been set up, all this will be in vain.

      [Most of the residents around that area have been evacuated to
      the shelters, so it is possible that these buildings are damaged.
      There are no traps, so please move quickly to the third district.
      Although it is impossible to know if we will succeed, we pray that
      you have managed to capture Joker’s attention]

      – Understood.

      Responding, Fritz looked at Latia’s face. Latia nods
      silently.

      – Then, GO!

      Therefore, with Fritz’s signal, both begin to run towards the
      third district.

      But―.

      They could not even run for five seconds when they had to
      stop.

      A boy with a black hoodie appeared in front of them.

      – Bu-, but what the hell―.

      – I just jumped from the roof of the building that is there.

      Fritz and Latia looked up at the buildings that were on either
      side, according to what the boy said. On both sides, the buildings,
      the buildings were fifteen stories.

      – Haha…

      Unexpectedly, a dry laugh escaped from Fritz’s mouth.

      They had heard that he could deploy Hundred without any
      restrictions, and that his physical ability went beyond that of a
      super human―.

      – Onee-san, you’re a Slayer from Liberia and Little Garden,
      aren’t you? I’d like to ask you something but, there isn’t anyone
      around here, right? So, what the hell are you up to?

      Smiling with a grin that floated on his face, the boy
      approached.

      – Is it that maybe you intend to take me to where it is full of
      Slayers, to try to surround me with all of them and defeat me?
      Haha, but even so, that will be useless―.

      The boy creates something similar to a blade in his hand without
      using a Hundred. Both when seeing it, they were convinced of
      that.

      This is Joker.

      Latia quickly took the Hundred from her chest and screamed.

      – Hundred On!

      Fritz began at the same time to deploy his armament.

      Hundred of the Martial Arts type, <<Beast King, God of
      Military Arts>> Strike Beast, and Hundred of the
      Long Shot type, <<Impenetrable Fortress>>
      Stronghold.

      Continuing, the Hundred of both were deployed.

      – Hee … So you’re determined? If you give me your Hundred, I’ll
      not take your lives. Since it really is useless for you to do
      something with the power you have.

      – What are you saying, it’s you who has tried to anticipate the
      facts!

      Moving first, to take the victory, Latia kicks on the ground,
      focusing energy in her fist, to strike with her Knuckle to
      Joker.

      -!―.

      As a result, it hits nothing, failing.

      – Too bad, the level is very different from that of an ordinary
      Slayer like you.

      That voice emerged from behind Latia,

      – Kuh!

      Latia managed to stop the blow of the blade that came from top
      to bottom with the armor of her arm.

      With that, Joker turned his body, releasing a spinning kick.

      – Guah!

      Latia’s body was sent flying and hit a concrete wall that was in
      a nearby building ― opening a big hole, coming out the other
      side.

      – Even though her armament has been cancelled, it doesn’t seem
      that she has reached the point of being dead. Now you come,
      Onii-san―

      – … tsu, bastard!

      It is no longer a situation that may matter to him, even if it
      is about the whole town. Considering that he is still alive, he
      decides to take the enemy of Latia, Fritz lends his gaze to Joker,
      and makes use of his rifle, Shooting Star, in his right hand,
      firing.

      But, Joker deploys a barrier just in front of his body― and with
      it, the energy shots that were released, are dispersed and
      disappear just before touching the body.

      – Damn, to be able to perform such a trick without needing a
      Hundred!

      – I didn’t tell you, I’m not an ordinary human being. That is
      why, I can do something like this.

      The boy creates two spheres of light, one on each side of his
      body, and shoots them at Fritz.

      – Kuh!

      Fritz contains the attack of the light spheres with a barrier.
      But, right there, Joker creates a tremendous sword in his hand, and
      attacks it.

      – Die!

      Fritz deploys a barrier, but it is in vain, since with the
      pressure of the sword he was sent flying, and hits against the wall
      of the building, just like Latia. The great impact that he receives
      in his back, causes that he collapses in the ground, and his
      armament ends up being cancelled.

      – Hahaha, despite looking quite weak, you have a lot of courage.
      But, the Hundred of Onii-san and Onee-san, look dedicated,
      therefore delicious, I’m anxious for them. I will take them
      immediately.

      Joker advances with his feet until he reaches Fritz, who is
      knocked down on the ground. But he noticed that two chakram were
      approaching, and that they were going in the direction of attacking
      his back. When he looked back, one of them, was about to touch his
      body.

      – Guh!

      One of the chakram, amputated Joker’s right arm.

      The other chakram was also after him, but he dodged it with a
      jump.

      – Hee, I didn’t think it was possible for one of my arms to be
      cut off. Who the hell dares to do such an action?

      – It will not be just your arms! I will also split your body in
      half!

      Hearing the voice as his consciousness fades, Fritz is
      convinced.

      (Hehe, to think that they would be the ones to arrive…)

      They are the three people of artificial Variant made by
      Vitaly.

      If they have returned to a state close to the normal in which
      they were before, then they will be able to fight against Joker.
      This would make it possible to gain time until the reinforcements
      arrive.

      – Haaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!

      While descending by a jump from the top of the building, Krovahn
      cut with his <<Double Rebel Leaf>> Orthos
      Liberio to Joker.

      Nesat, who also jumped from the same building as Krovahn, also
      attacked Joker, copying the weapon possessed by Krovahn.

      ***

      When supplicated by Krovahn, Karen deployed her Hundred, and
      created a wing type armor with a thruster, and that Nesat
      had duplicated, thus taking Nakri and Krovahn, to cross the ocean
      and reach the city of Sangria.

      Once she reached the city of Sangria, she parted ways from the
      three people with artificial Variant. They went in search of
      Joker―

      In order to ensure that Aoi was well, Karen began to move around
      the city, checking until the very last building.

      (How strange, there isn’t a single person…)

      Karen kept running, although she is confused, since the state of
      the city is really different than it was yesterday.

      What is happening on the streets of this city?

      Beat, beat!

      – … huh?

      When she was almost on the verge of arriving at the building
      mentioned above, incidentally, her PDA began to sound.

      It was the alarm of an emergency call.

      [Kisaragi Karen! Why are you in Sangria!?]

      When she stopped walking, and took the PDA out of her pocket, a
      screaming voice spoke. The voice belonged to Charlotte
      Dimandius.

      – Um, I think it was expected to be found … sorry…

      Karen apologized frankly.

      [That’s obvious. Now why have you traveled without
      authorization? Is it because you were worried about Aoi’s
      integrity?]

      – Well, there’s that too but, to be honest, that…

      [What is it, you can say it]

      Karen decided to answer sincerely, because she was intrigued by
      the strange situation that was happening in the city.

      – To be honest, I got here because Nakri and the others told me
      if I could bring them here.

      [So, that means that those three have also gone to Sangria…]

      She heard how the mouth opened from the other side of the call
      to take a big breath.

      [Anyway, you’ll soon return to Little Garden. Now we are
      preparing to fight against Joker. I think you could understand it
      when you see the situation in the city, isn’t it? It is dangerous
      to stay there]

      – But Aoi-chan…

      [Umino Aoi is already safe thanks to the Liberian army. So you
      can feel relieved]

      – Really?

      [Well, yeah it’s true. So you can go back. Understood?]

      – Yes I understand!

      Upon learning that Aoi was well, Karen lets out a long breath of
      relief as the call ended. She feels like seeing Aoi right now, but
      she already has a commitment to Charlotte.

      Deciding that she must return to Little Garden, Karen takes the
      Hundred with her hand.

      ―― Wait a moment.

      A voice sounds inside his head.

      ―― I am sorry.

      ―― You will not be able to return for now.

      Her consciousness gradually disappears…

      Until at that very moment, her consciousness was completely
      broken.

      Those eyes, emitted a radiant golden color.

      ***

      Joker’s movements were extremely fast. Not only he was attacked
      by Krovahn and Nesat with their double swords, but also by Nakri
      who was trying to cut him with her <<Double Victory Circular
      Sword>> Dio Varga, considering that at first they
      had cut off his arm, they have not been able to hit an attack
      once.

      Despite being outnumbered, Krovahn and the others were being
      pressured.

      – … Kuh, damn!

      Krovahn’s body is pushed about five meters back, after receiving
      one of the spheres of light created by Joker with his body. Next,
      Nakri received a revolving kick. Although she did not fall to the
      ground, unlike the other two, it put up resistance with her sword
      in a clash of swords by ten seconds, until the body of Nesat also
      left flying backwards.

      – I get it! Finally I remembered.

      Joker, who has separated from the three individuals with
      artificial Variant, said as soon as he could, stared at them and
      shouted loudly.

      – I thought I had seen you three before somewhere, and isn’t
      that perhaps you are the trio of artificial Variant, the group that
      were close to Vitaly? Why are you involved in this situation? Or is
      it possible that you betrayed Vitaly and liked Little Garden?

      – Shut up, there’s no need for us to give you any
      explanation!

      Krovahn shouted as he was getting up.

      Upon hearing that response, Joker began to laugh with
      *Hahaha*.

      – Apparently I hit the mark. So Vitaly was murdered by Little
      Garden, or am I wrong? And despite now you finally got your
      freedom, don’t tell me you’ll be a dog again. What the hell are you
      thinking? I really can’t understand it at all. Not that your goal
      from the beginning was to take revenge on the Slayers?

      – Shut up, silence!

      Nakri shouted.

      As she got up from the floor, she continued talking.

      – There are several Slayers who are friendly. Not all Slayers
      are bad. We learned that there in Little Garden!

      – Yeah. That’s why we fight for Little Garden! We will defeat
      you! Because that is our freedom!

      Nesat declared while preparing her Twin Sword.

      – Aha, hahahahaha!

      Joker received the emotions of the three people, and
      laughed.

      – But what is that. It is’t that you have changed you boss for
      something of conciliation. I think that is really very human. I
      feel jealous.

      At the same time as when he finished his words.

      The cross section that he had in his amputated right arm began
      to shine and then, his arm recovered the original shape that he had
      in an instant.

      – But, what’s happening?

      Looking at that, Krovahn remained with his look surprised.

      Nakri and Nesat are the same.

      – The arm that was cut is no longer…

      Nesat, muttering that, could not see the part of the arm that
      was already detached on the floor.

      – My body is like a concentration of energy. That is
      why, I can do a regeneration of this type. Did you think I was a
      super human? To Begin with, I’m not even a human!

      Creating a Twin Sword similar to the one Krovahn has in his
      hand, Joker kicks the ground.

      He does it by pointing towards Krovahn.

      – Unlike you who are good for nothing, I’m a
      Homunculus, although my life is equal to that of a human
      being, I also have to eat. As for that, I feel very envious. But,
      there’s nothing I can do against that. That’s why I fight, because
      the power source is the Hundred, there’s no alternative but to
      obtain the Variable Stone!

      – ,,, kkuh!

      His attacks are much more intense than before. Even using all
      their strength, they cannot do more than stop his attacks.

      – Krovahn!

      Joker, who interrupted the attack of Nesat who came from the
      side to help Krovahn who had been pushed, threw his sword to the
      sky and reduced it to particles.

      – What a nuisance!

      Now he created a sphere of light in his right hand and threw it
      to Nesat.

      – Kyaa!

      The sphere of light hits the body of Nesat squarely. Due to the
      impact, it falls to the ground.

      – Damn, nee-chan!

      – This is not the time to be looking the other way!

      Producing a sword again in his hand, Joker attacks Krovahn.

      – For me to be able to obtain true freedom, I had no alternative
      but to attack Little Garden with the power obtained from the
      collection of Hundred, and thus achieve the source of power that
      exists there. If he was able to obtain the source of that power,
      then, he could obtain eternal life, practically. Or even, get
      enough power to be able to destroy the world.

      Even if you do not believe it, it is possible to destroy the
      world.

      – What the hell, why are you going to do it?

      Krovahn’s eyes gleamed with a golden hue. It was no longer
      possible to face Joker, his opponent, in normal conditions. All
      that remained was to release the power of Variant.

      – There’s no reason why. I just hate this world that created me.
      Should there be some kind of justification required to do that?

      – … Kuh!

      He could not understand what Joker was saying.

      It was not born naturally, but is more, it was dismissed as a
      failed experiment. You cannot even live like a human being. His
      hatred for the world was inevitable.

      – The guys that woke you up a second time, do you know them?

      – I didn’t know them at all. I didn’t speak to them, they only
      ordered me in exchange for receiving Variable Stone. That’s why I
      pretended to listen to the things they told me. Their orders were
      to attack Little Garden, and they aligned almost perfectly with my
      purpose.

      – In short, you used the people who woke you up!

      – It was balanced for both of our sides. Once I destroyed Little
      Garden, surely they would come to destroy me since I would stand in
      their way. That’s why I think they didn’t give me Variable Stone,
      and they told me that I should win them on my own. But, if I get
      Liza Harvey, who is the source of power for Little Garden, how much
      power I could get, no matter how hard I think, it’s impossible to
      know! If even now I am very strong, maybe how powerful I would
      become!

      – …Liza Harvey?

      – Apparently you don’t know anything about Liza Harvey! Is it
      perhaps that you haven’t been told yet!?

      – ―Guah!

      After releasing the power of the Variant, there was a collision
      from Twin Sword to Twin Sword, and both were on par in force,
      stopping the advance of one another, impacting each other, but the
      first began to show signs of damage, this was because Joker’s eyes
      glowed golden like Krovahn’s eyes.

      Joker released a resplendent golden color.

      The blow of Joker has hit Krovahn’s right shoulder.

      – I’m just like you, I haven’t really shown what I’m capable
      of!

      – Krovahn!

      Nakri threw her Dio Varga against Joker, who raised the
      Twin Sword, looking for a final blow to Krovahn by a thrust, while
      he was pressing his right shoulder, being about to fall to the
      ground.

      Joker takes a turn with his body, and with his Twin Sword
      diverts the trajectory of the two Chakram.

      So when the weapons go back to Nakri’s hands,

      – While you’re at it, why don’t you get this!

      Joker launches his Twin Sword in the direction of Nakri who is
      about to catch Dio Varga. If your hands are occupied, then
      there will be no other option but to receive the blow.

      – I won’t allow it!

      A voice echoed in that place.

      At that same moment, a beam of light hit Joker’s head.

      – …And who are you?

      It seems that the damage was not substantial.

      Joker raises his face in the direction of the sky, and looks at
      the girl with blue eyes and blond hair that comes descending.

      – Claire Harvey, president of the Little Garden Student
      Council.

      Claire keeps her eyes on Fritz and Latia as she separates from
      them.

      – How dare you hurt my precious companions!

      She is currently in full body armor.

      Her whole body is covered with a thick armor, and with weapons
      in each hand.

      In addition, six floating batteries are found around her
      body.

      – And I am Liddy Steinberg, Vice President of the Little Garden
      Student Council!

      The voice that was heard next was of the girl that on her back
      is the <<External Armor>> Outer.

      Liddy injects energy to the thruster that is attached
      to the Air Ride and attacks by directing the tip of her
      Midgard Schrange towards Joker, while accelerating.

      Her speed is tremendous and it seems impossible for Joker to
      really evade her.

      – Uoooooooooo!!

      Midgard Schrange of Liddy impaled Joker’s body.

      – I’m sorry, but you have not left me another alternative.

      If her rival had been an ordinary person, in these moments it
      should be dead.

      But―.

      – By doing that, did you want to kill me?

      With a dark laugh, Joker extended both hands. What appeared
      inside his hands was a sharp pointed weapon, like an ice pick.

      – Sorry, but I’ll not die with something like that!

      Joker then uses the ice picks to try to penetrate Liddy’s body
      both on the left and on the right.

      – Kuh…

      Liddy quickly released her hands from the hilt, soared with her
      thruster and flew into the sky.

      – You forgot something!

      Joker then removed the spear that was embedded in his abdomen
      with both hands, and threw it towards Liddy. This was also
      considerably fast.

      – Kuh!

      Liddy quickly deploys a barrier, but is pushed by the impulse,
      flying off, rushing to the ground. A few seconds later, Midgard
      Schrange falls across the floor, next to Liddy.

      – Hm, how unfortunate. At least I thought I could achieve the
      cancellation of the armament.

      It is Joker who murmurs in a guilty manner, but his attitude was
      as composed as ever.

      The hole in his abdomen began to regenerate. But, he noticed
      that a pink chain wrapped around his body, showing impatience.

      – …What is this? Guh, uh…!

      The chain violently imprisons Joker’s body.

      It was a girl with glasses peeking out of the window on the
      second floor of the nearby building-The Vice President of the
      Little Garden Student Council, Erika Candle.

      She jumped from the second floor of the building with the chain
      in her hand.

      – The engineers who have revived you are already under the
      shelter of Little Garden. We already knew about your regeneration
      ability. Therefore, the attack that Liddy made a few moments ago,
      of course we would understand―In other words, it was a decoy to
      restrict your body in this way. And―

      Erika looks at Claire.

      Claire reduces the six floating batteries she used as a particle
      thruster―and created Buster Cannon, and aimed at
      Joker.

      – If I shoot with this weapon to your core, it will be your
      end.

      Claire has already reached to fill the power of the Canon Buster
      by 60%.

      70%, 80%, 90% -.

      – Stop, stop! If you shoot with that, part of the city will be
      destroyed…

      Certainly this will happen.

      I did not want to get to do something like this.

      But―.

      – You want us to leave you be, that really is impossible to do.
      Many lives were taken.

      While there are people alive, the village can be rebuilt as many
      times as necessary. Considering the hard battles against the
      Savage, humanity now knows about it.

      They have the power to not surrender.

      – What is more, even if I did not shoot, I’m not the only one
      who is pointing at you. Why do not you take a look around you?

      – … Huh…?

      By saying that, Joker begins to look at what surrounds him. It
      was then that he realized that he noticed a strong energy located
      about 500 meters away, and even up to 1 kilometer away. Beside the
      two people who were defeated first, there was a girl who was
      thinner and smaller than Claire, was wearing her Variable Suit and
      was holding a gun.

      – I’ve put together the best Slayers of the long-range type and
      the dragon type. Even if I cannot make you disappear, they will put
      you to an end.

      100%.

      The energy of Buster Cannon is complete.

      Claire puts force on the finger and presses the trigger.

      – This is the end!

      – Never, I…! I will not be defeated with something like
      thiiiiiiiiiiiis!

      As Joker screams like that, his body begins to expand,
      inflating.

      – What on earth is happening?

      Due to the surprise, Claire spontaneously delays the shot of
      Buster Cannon.

      All those who were looking at Joker, were the same, the voice
      that came from their faces showed the surprise that generated
      that.

      – … k, kuh…!

      Erika concentrates more energy in <<Absolute
      Destiny Chains>> Everlasting, in order to contain
      the expansion.

      However, it is not capable of resisting the power of it.

      The pink chain breaks into very small pieces, and then disappear
      into particles.

      – Claire-sama! Shoot fast please!

      – I know … It has been hard to gather all this energy. There is
      no other alternative but to try to do it!

      Claire again places the mouth of her Buster Cannon
      against Joker and pulls the trigger.

      One hundred percent explosion at maximum power.

      Along with a dazzling light, an immense mass of energy hits
      Joker fiercely, making it spin like a whirlpool.

      – …We did it?

      Following the violent explosion, both trash and dust, along with
      a cloud of the latter, rose on the ground.

      Due to Buster Cannon, many buildings collapsed. This
      has made possible that the ocean, which until recently was not
      visible, could be seen.

      However, within the sea, there was a certain existence,
      something that until now, had never existed there.

      – But what is that…?

      Stunned, Claire murmured.

      Its height was very large, about 20 meters, was a <Armored
      Class> Trenta, a giant Savage, which was reflected in
      their eyes.

      – I don’t believe it, he was a Savage…

      It was Nakri who said that with a trembling voice.

      – Why – why do people become Savage…!?

      Krovahn added, muttering.

      – Krovahn, he isn’t a human being. He is a
      Homunculus…

      – Yes, I thought it could be that but…

      Krovahn, who received the tsukkomi from Nakri, his cheeks
      stiffened as he looked up.

      – Bomb all at once to the Savage!

      At the same time that Erika communicated that through the
      wireless ring, energy shots were released instantaneously
      from eight different locations. But, all that was repelled by the
      Savage’s steel breastplate.

      – Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaahh!

      The rumble of the weapons caused the ground and surrounding
      buildings to tremble.

      – I will not let you, I will not allow it! To all of
      you, this world will be your grave!

      The head of the Savage opened and from there the one of Joker
      appeared.

      – An offensive will come, everyone prepare your defenses! Erika,
      Liddy, apart from you, who are behind me―the Slayers who are
      fallen, protect them from that side. After protecting yourselves
      from the bombardment, and when you are under shelter, we will
      prepare the next strategy. Agreed!?

      While instructing not only Liddy, Erika, and Krovahn, who are at
      her side, but also to the surrounding Slayers, Claire reduces her
      Buster Cannon into particles― returning them to the six
      floating batteries, creating a shield with them.

      – I will help too.

      As Nesat said, she copied Claire’s shield and deployed it in
      front of her.

      It is then that, the Savage Joker attacked with a fierce
      bombardment.

      – Claire-sama, what will we do after this?

      Erika asks Claire after taking refuge from the bombardment by
      placing herself under the shield.

      – If we have any luck, if that Savage is very similar to a
      common Savage, it will be necessary to expose its core. If we can
      destroy it, then we can stop its functions.

      – If that’s so, let me try.

      As soon as the first bombing ended, Liddy flew very high using
      the thruster of her Air Ride, and then went to
      counterattack with her Midgard Schrange aiming at the core
      of Joker, who had become a Savage.

      – What do you think of this!?

      The tip of Midgard Shcrange touched what was the
      existence of a protection on the core, <Defensive Barrier>
      Shelter.

      But, she did not feel disturbed.

      Even so―.

      – Uoooooooooooooo!

      When Liddy concentrated her energy, Midgard Schrange
      began to rotate like a drill.

      A fissure appeared in the <Defensive Barrier>
      Shelter.

      – I will not let you!

      Shouting, the Savage Joker raised his head and tried to shake
      off Liddy.

      – … Agh!

      Liddy, who has not fallen thanks to her thruster,
      unleashes an attack by launching all the missiles through the
      missiles that Air Ride has.

      An explosion manifests from the center of the Savage.

      It was in the middle of that, that Krovahn and Nesat began to
      move.

      – Thanks to the spear of nee-chan, there is an opening in the
      shell. In that case, we may stop it. Come on, nee-chan!

      – Sure!

      Krovahn kicked the ground, jumping very high, then hit from the
      top to the bottom with his Orthos Liberio.

      Nesat, who performed Trace on Krovahn’s weapon, also
      attacked using the same Twin Sword against Joker that became
      Savage.

      However, when the two tried to hit by moving down the blades of
      the weapons, from the left and from the right, they were stopped by
      Joker’s scissors.

      – Crap!

      – … Kuh!

      Krovahn was hit and thrown to the ground, and Nesat was sent
      flying to a nearby building.

      – If so, then I!

      – Wait, now the visual field has become clear…!

      The pupil of the eye shone a golden color.

      Nakri released the power of her Variant over her Dio
      Varga, making it four times larger than normal.

      – It can’t be helped, the methods do not matter!
      Petals!

      Claire had already returned to transform her shield into the six
      floating batteries. From there, from each respectively, two small
      floating weapons― petals emerged.

      A total of eighteen floating batteries, small and large, fired
      at the Joker turned into Savage.

      The goal is to make him lose focus.

      Liddy also releases rays from the Air Ride in order to support
      that plan.

      Thanks to this, Nakri manages to approach the Savage. She was
      able to launch an attack.

      – Let’s see what you think of this!

      There were no scissors attacking Nakri, who had jumped against
      the shelter.

      All that remained was to strike with Dio Varga his
      shelter.

      Or that’s what she thought―.

      In front of her eyes, a head opened.

      (Is that a bombardment…?)

      It will be a direct hit if it continues like this.

      (It is dangerous!)

      Death.

      Those were the letters that went through her mind.

      And right after that.

      – Huh…?

      In front of the head of the Savage, the figure of a girl with
      black hair carrying a giant sword moving downward entered her
      sight.

      Thanks to her, artillery shots were never released.

      – Why, are you here…

      Unable to attack the shelter, Nakri who landed doing a
      roll, muttered at the same time she looked at the girl who had
      helped her.

      ―Kisaragi Karen.

      It was the same girl, the middle school classmate from Little
      Garden.

      But, it looked different than usual. Her eyes were painted in a
      golden color, whose color of energy was the same that
      emanated throughout her body.

      Due to the big slash he received from Karen’s sword, Joker, who
      had transformed into a Savage, was knocked to the ground.

      Karen instantly pointed the edge of her sword to the
      shelter, and tried to chase him.

      But, the attack was dodged by a matter of millimeters.

      Joker had rushed backward with his six legs.

      – You are, the girl, of yesterday, is not it? But
      what, is that power…?

      A few moments ago, he had suffered considerable damage to his
      shelter from Karen’s attack. It was evident that Joker was
      confused.

      – … kuh!

      Joker moves from top to bottom the scissors of his right arm
      against Karen. But far from stopping the blow, it easily makes it
      bounce holding the sword with one hand. Then, kicks the ground and
      jumps very high.

      – What!?

      Karen hits the shelter with her sword. This caused that
      the shell was destroyed by that blow, and the tip of the sword
      penetrated the core.

      – Ooooooooooooooooooooo!!

      Immense particles disappear.

      From the body of Savage that releases an intense roar, with a
      *PLOP*, the core falls.

      – We won, right…?

      Krovahn murmurs, seeing a sphere with a radius of approximately
      two meters and from which drips a liquid of a fluorescent color
      from its orifice.

      The giant body does not exist anymore.

      – According to what I see, that seems to be…

      Claire mumbles, and talks to Karen who is standing in front of
      the core.

      – Kisaragi Karen, I must thank you for saving us. But, why are
      you here? Also, that sword…

      – Oh? What, where…?

      At Claire’s question, Karen is surprised and turns around.

      – Uhm, this, that … somehow, suddenly there was a voice that
      echoed in my head, and when I realized, I was here … ah, a sword!?
      Karen, what have you been doing…?

      Karen quickly reduces the sword to particles. The color of their
      pupils returns to the color black. At that moment, it was Erika who
      realized the tragedy that was rising behind Karen’s back.

      – Kisaragi Karen, look behind you!

      – … Eh?

      Turning around again, she saw a pair of hands that emerge from
      the cleft of the core.

      What came out from inside there was a naked Joker.

      – Your power! Give it to me!

      Joker extends both arms, putting his weight on Karen’s body.
      Karen is then pushed and falls to the ground.

      – Give it to me, your power!

      Joker contains Karen’s body and begins to strangle the neck with
      both hands.

      – Agh, ah…

      In an instant, her conscience is fading away.

      Among the things that Joker could do, it turns out that he
      begins to bring his face with hers.

      (Do not tell me, this is …)

      Are my lips going to be stolen?

      Surely his intention is to want to suck the power.

      (A kiss like that, I absolutely detest it … Because, Karen’s
      first kiss is―)

      It is her older brother, the figure of Kisaragi Hayato, the one
      that crosses her mind.

      Then, the voice resounded.

      ―― Kisaragi Karen, summon me.

      (Eh…?)

      ―― You know me as Card.

      (Call, the Card …)

      Karen extends her hand and touches the letter that was on her
      waist and begs to it

      (Card-san, I beg you, please save me somehow…!!)

      Then the card glows brightly and shakes Joker’s body.

      – Cough, cough, this is…

      Karen stopped and moved her vision to the card she had.

      That mark was the logo of the Little Garden’s school.

      ―― Karen, throw the card.

      – Y-yes!

      Doing what the voice said, Karen launched the card. Then the
      card illuminated intensely and its figure changed to that of a
      human appearance.

      – What is that…?

      Krovahn murmured and of course Nesat, as well as Nakri, were
      stunned.

      – … Are you a human being?

      Seeing that figure in front of their eyes, that appearance from
      behind, one could say that it was that of a human being.

      – It’s been a while since we met last time.

      Only the back could be seen from that golden hair that was
      wiggling.

      Even with that, Karen could understand.

      (Without doubt, it is “that person” …)

      That girl who appeared in front of her on the day of the
      Festival, and who then spoke to her in her head.

      Exactly like that time, an object that looked like thorny ivy
      was tangled in her body. As well as the crown of blue thorns on her
      head and blue roses on her neck.

      – Liza!

      Screaming, Claire continued.

      – You, why are you here…?
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      – Let’s leave the conversation for another time, first we have
      to deal with that.

      – You, you are, what is … that power, what the
      hell…!

      As he got up, Joker said in a trembling voice.

      That voice is violently shaken.

      – Is it that you still do not understand it? The meaning of your
      existence, the reason why you were created― and now, the goal
      you’re aiming at … That’s because, it was all me.

      – In other words, you, you are the goddess of Little
      Garden, Liza Harvey! You are what I am looking for, the source of
      power!

      Joker’s eyes flashed fervently.

      – Although I must say, in the end, I am nothing but a part of
      all that. Even so―.

      The girl disappeared.

      …without realizing, he appeared in front of the boy―.

      – I would say that this trick is pretty easy to do.

      – …!?

      Liza’s outstretched arms were as if they were quite normal,
      buried in his abdomen. Seeing that, Joker’s eyes were wide open.
      And it is because the source of his power was also being held in
      his hands.

      – I thought that maybe you would be accumulating more power, but
      is this what you have achieved? The efficiency of the energy
      consumption is quite bad … No. It is thanks to the brave Slayers
      that are in this place that your power has been reduced so much up
      to this level. Thanks to that, it’s enough for me to defeat
      you.

      Liza smiled sweetly.

      – …bastard, what do you intend…

      – It’s already decided. I will make you disappear from this
      world. That’s what I should do. That is the reason why I am
      here.

      – St-op…! That is very abrup―

      Without finishing listening to what he had to say until the end,
      Liza extracted the sphere of light from Joker’s chest. Then, the
      light disappeared from his eyes…

      Like a puppet with the strings cut, it fell to the ground
      suddenly.

      Then his body became particles and disappeared while shining
      brightly.

      With this, Joker has been completely eradicated from this
      world.

      It will no longer be revived.

      – Kisaragi Karen…

      – Ah, yes!

      Karen, who was called out by Liza, and trying to correct
      herself, responded with her arms aligned so that both arms were on
      par with the lines of her body.

      Turning around, Liza said.

      – I really am sorry to have taken possession of your body
      without your consent. This will be the first and last time― I will
      never do the same thing ever again.

      -…Eh? What do you mean…?

      – As a result of the materialization, since that day in which
      you were live, my power has been completely consumed. Naturally, by
      lending you my power outside Little Garden, it is normal that I
      cannot even speak. Therefore, let me tell you one last thing―

      – Yes of course! I am all ears!

      Her appearance was that of a girl.

      However, her words and her calm felt as if it were an adult who
      has lived for decades.

      As a result, Karen’s tension suddenly increased.

      For Karen, these words of Liza that echoed in her head could
      have been something similar to those of a teacher regarding
      Hundred.

      – You want to protect others, and that is extremely important.
      You have both abilities and qualities. That is why doubt will be
      born. That is why later on, in the future, that is something that
      you will have to go through on your own, that’s not something that
      I can decide. That is your own decision. But, listen to me. This is
      a common desire of your number one fan, it is nothing more than a
      longing…

      Liza, who was advancing with her legs towards Karen, changed the
      hand with which she held the sphere, from her left hand to her
      right hand and with it, touched her face.

      – I love your songs. Therefore, do not strain yourself. Do not
      die. Since there will be sad people if you die. Please, do not
      forget it―.

      – A- as you wish…!

      Those words were firmly etched in Karen’s chest.

      – Now, Claire … before I finish my work. Although its size is
      like that, you will not believe the considerable amount of energy
      that it has, I consider that the capacity of recovery is
      substantial.

      With that said, Liza loose the sphere of light in the air and
      place it above her hands, then join them and from the sphere,
      something similar to water escapes from it. A dazzling light
      envelops the surroundings, and bright particles begin to cover all
      that area.

      – What is it, this… The wounds of my body are healing…

      It was Krovahn who muttered that.

      Then, Nakri also notices.

      – It’s true, my wounds are healing too…

      – Liza, what is all this…

      – I have used the energy accumulated by Joker, to use it for the
      good of you, eliminating your wounds.

      Liza answers Claire’s question.

      – Bring it back to Little Garden and use it for my recovery ―
      you’ve thought about that Claire. What you should want is the
      recovery of your fellow Slayers. Or is not it?

      – It’s as you say. But, Liza .. you…

      Claire’s eyes began to tremble when she noticed that Liza’s body
      was becoming transparent and that, unlike before, the landscape
      behind her was becoming visible. Then Liza, realized that it is
      soon the moment in which she should pay a visit to her body.

      – It seems that the time has come…

      – Wait, Liza! There are still things I want to tell you ―

      Claire quickly tried to grab Liza, but she could not cling to
      her body. Claire fell face down on the ground.

      – Sorry, Claire. I have reached the limit with which I can
      continue to be here in this place. After all, I’m just a mass of
      Sense Energy that sleeps inside Karen―

      – In that case, in that case in Little Garden…! Then, we’ll see
      us there!

      Claire yelled at Liza, turning her head and standing with her
      knees on the ground.

      – …no.

      Liza shakes her head, and responds.

      – Even if I’m in Little Garden, to materialize, I have to use a
      lot of Sense Energy, so I cannot do this as if it were
      something simple. But, every time I have to protect Little Garden,
      then Claire―.

      Then Liza approached Claire who had tears in her eyes and hugged
      her body. It was a view in which Liza seemed to be really be her
      big sister.

      – Claire, I cannot understand what Otou-sama or Onii-sama are
      planning. However, I do understand you and Little Garden, and the
      Slayers who are linked to Little Garden― plus, I understand very
      well that achieving peace in the world is really the most important
      thing. That’s what I could understand. That’s why I have
      expectations about you, Claire. From now on, take care of Little
      Garden.

      – Of course, of course … It’s what I’ve been doing, Liza … it’s
      what I’ve been dedicating myself to…

      * Sniff *, Claire made a sound with her nose.

      Looking at that Claire, Liza smiled.

      – Claire, do not cry … And Karen. And to all Slayers, I really
      give you my thanks. From now on and as with Claire, take care of
      Little Garden.

      ***

      (What, how …?)

      Many hours have passed since Liza disappeared in the city of
      Sangria. The ceiling that Karen has before her somewhat blurry
      vision and her mind still asleep, is that of the hospital room that
      she sees from her bed.

      (…Why am I here…?)

      Karen lifted her upper body, and opened her eyes firmly as she
      felt that the battle of until recently was a dream.

      – Oh, Karen has awakened!

      – You’re fine, Karen-san!

      – Rebecca! … Aoi-chan…!

      Almost at the same time that she raised her body, Karen noticed
      the existence of Nakri who kept her back resting on one of the
      walls of the hospital room, where her two friends suddenly
      approached to hug her.

      While she gives a glance when they get together, she goes
      through the door to leave the room.

      – Nakri-san, wait a moment please!

      Karen quickly gets Nakri’s attention, and continues her
      words.

      – Well, I, did I want to know why I’m here?

      – … Huh? You, don’t you remember anything?

      Surprised, Nakri opens her mouth.

      – Well, this … the fight against Joker in the city of Sangria …
      then the conversation with Liza-san, and then, uhm…

      – … After that, you suddenly collapsed on the ground. And
      coincidentally that girl, “Liza”, in that same almost instant
      disappears. Anyway, we call a doctor. I was told to tell you that
      when you woke up.

      Nakri who opens the door and heads out of the hospital room
      stops at a point and,

      – And, don’t get me wrong, but I wasn’t here because I was
      worried about you or something like that. I was staying here
      because the doctor told me to be watching the situation. So, until
      then!

      – Th- this…

      – Actually, she was worried about you.

      It was what Rebecca said to Karen who was a bit confused.

      – So, is that so?

      – Because you saved her, from the beginning she came to watch as
      a form of thanks in case something happened, only that she doesn’t
      know how to say it in an appropriate way. I saw it. So, “you can
      count on it”.

      – That I have, saved her…?

      But she is not able to remember that moment.

      Karen thinks that maybe it was Liza who could have helped
      Nakri.

      (But, perhaps Nakri-san is aware of it)

      However, if it is the case in which she is concerned about her
      health, she is very happy because the number of friends she has is
      likely to increase.

      Surely―.

      No, she will definitely be friends with Nakri.

      It’s something Karen firmly believes.

      – ―Oh right! Are you okay, Aoi-chan? I heard you fell down the
      stairs and you hit yourself in the head…

      – That’s, that’s right, but as you can see, I’m fine. But more
      than that … this … I’m sorry!

      – Eh, “I’m sorry”, why…?

      Karen is surprised to see that Aoi bows her head with force
      before her.

      – It’s because I went secretly to pick up my PDA to Sangria, I
      made Karen worry a lot about me, and in addition to what I did, I
      made her go through something so serious … So, is not it natural
      that I should apologize to Karen, who even fainted?

      – Please, do not worry about something like that. It was my
      decision to go to Sangria, also, we are friends, is not it? It is
      the duty of one friend to help another when they are in trouble.
      Also, I’m sure Nii-san would do the same.

      – Onii-san?

      – Yes. My dear Nii-san.

      – Uwaa, *Sob*…

      Aoi lifts her glasses and wipes her tears with the sleeve of her
      uniform.

      – But, there’s one thing I want to ask you, Aoi-chan…

      – What is it, you want to ask?

      – Why did you decide to go and find your PDA on your own? If you
      had asked the Student Council, they would have looked for a way to
      solve it. Also, I think if you have something to say, you should
      not hide it from us…

      – Wow, your PDA is in standby mode…

      – Wait a minute, Rebecca! You promised me that you would not
      tell Karen-san in any way―

      Desperate, Aoi tried to close Rebecca’s mouth.

      – But, I don’t think it’s necessary to keep this secret to
      Karen. Definitely our friendship will not be broken by something
      like that― Karen, take a look and see what’s in the standby
      mode.

      Saying that, Rebecca pulls out the PDA from Aoi’s pocket and
      throws it to Karen’s knees.

      – Ah! Don’t see it, Karen-san!

      – At the moment that Aoi shouted, Karen had already picked up
      Aoi’s PDA with her arms, and looked with her eyes at the standby
      screen.

      – Is not this my Nii-san?

      – U, uwaaaaaa…

      Aoi’s face was really red and she looked down at the floor.

      – To summarize, this is what it means. In that time when you
      joined, Aoi said she’s a fan of yours. But that’s a lie. Actually
      Aoi turns out to be a fan of your older brother. Eventually I
      wasn’t going to reveal it or something like that.

      – Ahaha, so it was that kind of thing?

      Unexpectedly, Karen laughs.

      – Although, I would like you to have told me before.

      – But, to me, Karen loves her Onii-san very much, and that
      iswhy, for me, it makes me feel bad to have this kind of feelings
      towards Hayato-san …

      – Faced with something like that, it does not bother me.

      – Huh?

      – Nii-san is amazing, and very cool, from the beginning I had a
      lot of rivals. As it has increased in one person, for Karen it is
      nothing special.

      – Hey, are you sure of what you’re saying?

      – Oh…!

      Aoi’s face shines.

      Karen looks at that face and smiles, and then continue with her
      words.

      – But, there’s no doubt that Karen loves her number one Nii-san
      very much and that it is undeniable that we have been together for
      a long time. With all that, I think it will continue like this
      forever. That’s why I will not lose, Aoi-chan.

      – In spite of that I, I will also give my best and I will not
      lose!

      – Then, why don’t we regroup and take him a picture?

      – … Eh?

      Aoi looks puzzled.

      – The picture of a few seconds ago, it was an image captured in
      secret, right? It seems that it was taken from a long distance and
      that, its capture was something difficult to do, isn’t it? Karen
      has many pictures of her Nii-san, I’m carrying a bunch of them.

      – Wo- would you give them to me!?

      – Hmm, what should I do? Aoi-chan is supposed to be my
      rival.

      With the laughter of the three people echoing in the hospital
      room, Charlotte and the nurse in charge of the hospital, Mihal,
      arrive there.

      – Hey now, here it’s pretty noisy. According to what Nakri-kun
      told me about your state of health, are you really well?

      – Yes, I feel that my body is returning to normal.

      – Then, will you be able to go to my laboratory with your own
      feet?

      – As I said I’m already fi―

      – Karen-chan, are you okay?

      Mihal quickly goes to give her support to the body of Karen, who
      descends with difficulty from the bed.

      – Ahaha, I think I’ve staggered a little. But I’m fine, I just
      have to stand firmly.

      She collapsed because of the fatigue of the intense combat
      yesterday, and perhaps also because she no longer has the power of
      Liza because it has left her body. But, now she can perfectly stand
      with both legs. So also apparently can walk.

      – Very good. Karen, there’s very little left for you to rest
      once you finish this medical examination. It’s getting late at
      night, so you go back home and take a break.

      With the words of Charlotte, Rebecca and Aoi leave the hospital
      room.

      – See you, Karen.

      – Goodnight.

      Karen says goodbye to the two people who leave the hospital
      room, with these words.

      – See you again tomorrow at school―

      ***

      Hayato and Emilia were in the reception room of the palace.
      After leaving the stadium, receiving treatment for his injuries
      while the police took a statement of the events, the time indicated
      that it was already nine o’clock at night. Thanks to Sakura and
      pontiff Serivia, who was with her two guards, and to the words of
      thanks they received from King Granald, they were finally released
      from that process.

      They just needed to go back to the room prepared in the guest
      rooms to go to sleep― and that’s what, there’s an incoming call on
      Emilia’s PDA.

      It was on behalf of the <<Technologist in Charge>>
      Main Technologist of Little Garden, Charlotte
      Dimandius.

      – It seems that the battle with Joker has come to an end.
      Everyone is safe in Little Garden. Of course, Karen-chan too.

      – I see…

      Hayato feels relieved to hear the words of Emilia who has
      finished talking to Charlotte.

      – At the moment, there is something less to worry about.

      Both Douglas and Bratt are being subjected as terrorists in a
      trial under the administration of justice of the Federation of
      Britannia and from which a verdict will be issued.

      As Hayato has said, Douglas has been involved in a coup d’etat
      after reaching the top of the military order, and that he intended
      to put the sovereign state of the British Empire under the power of
      Wenz.

      Bratt also cooperated with him, because he received bribes,
      through illegal donations in secret funds and things like that.

      Although he could be exposed at the time he suffered the defeat
      in the upcoming elections for Prime Minister, far from saying that
      his political career came to an end, there was the possibility that
      he would be imprisoned.

      However, if the coup d’etat was successful, not only could he
      continue as Prime Minister, but he could also eliminate everything
      related to it.

      Of course all that was taken by the wind.

      Bratt anyway, would lose the position of Prime Minister. Adding
      that, a scientist who was captured in Gudenburg by Vitaly and who
      revived Joker, the Homunculus, said that he was a former
      scientist belonging to the kingdom of Wenz. It was what he had
      already heard from Charlotte by Emilia.

      The secret unit of the Kingdom of Wenz, which moved behind the
      United Nations, entered the base of the anti-Slayer group. From the
      materials they obtained by annihilating those who were there, they
      moved through clandestine ways the Variable Stone to the Kingdom of
      Wenz, and it was there that discovered that Douglas, had a large
      sum of money, coming everything to light.

      Douglas did not punish that scientist, but threatened him, so he
      could use it and leave it under his control. At the same time, he
      obtained documentation on the plans related to the
      Homunculus from the materials found when they checked the
      database. He went in search of Joker, revived him and freed him in
      Sangria.

      To all this, a deal has been decided with Britannia in which the
      scientist will be prosecuted in Liberia.

      – Charlotte has reported that there has been considerable damage
      to the city of Sangria, and that Little Garden hasn’t received any.
      They have confidence that they can leave port in a week, as they
      have planned. It would be good if things happened for a moment a
      little slower.

      – I second that.

      After putting her PDA back in her pocket, Emilia reclines on the
      sofa sitting on the left side of where Hayato is.

      Sakura was sitting in front of them, with a strange expression
      on her face looking at that scene.

      – Hayato-kun, can you make me a spot in that place?

      She gets up, and sits on the right side of Hayato.

      But―.

      – It seems that peace will not come so easily.

      Inside the room. Sakura stopped when she heard those words from
      Serivia, who was looking up at the void in the sky.

      – Pontiff-sama, with that, what do you…?

      Sakura asks as she turns her eyes to the window.

      – Could it be perhaps the prophecy of Serivia-san?

      Continuing with Hayato’s question.

      – Huuh, what does that have to do?

      Looking at Hayato and company, *Fufufu*, Serivia laughed.

      – It turns out that being surrounded by two beautiful women, it
      is not so simple to achieve the tranquility of day after day,
      and―

      – No, that, Serivia-san!?

      – It will get ugly if I meddle, that is why I will depart from
      here … I am sure we will meet again somewhere. I have that feeling.
      On the other hand, I know you will be safe, but even so, let me
      pray for it, and for you to be happy. May God bless you all―.

      Serivia led her two followers and left the reception room.

      – I can feel in one way or another that she is a wonderful
      person. There was an aura in her that was even capable of dulling
      that of an Idol like mine.

      – She was the Pontiff-sama of Puritaria…

      Even Sakura, she was considerably nervous after that.

      – Something more important than that, Hayato-kun.

      Now that she has finally been able to sit comfortably next to
      Hayato and then take his arm, Sakura continued.

      – The day after tomorrow is the day Hayato returns to Little
      Garden, isn’t it? As the case of the engagement is already solved
      and if you have nothing else to do, why don’t you come to see me at
      the Louvre?

      – Hmm … this … for me it’s not a problem but…

      Hayato directs his sight towards Emilia.

      It is to check if there is something wrong.

      – Don’t count with me.

      Emilia responds immediately.

      – I’ve seen the live performance so many times so far, that I
      don’t find it funny anymore. In addition, Hayato is now in a state
      in which he has completely consumed his Sense Energy. It
      is better for him to take it easy and rest for a whole day here in
      Gudenburg.

      – He-hey!

      This time it was Emilia who pulled his arm.

      – Besides, I am no longer a mere fiancée, my father has given us
      his approval, so that there are no restrictions in which two people
      can love each other? I know, what if we go to a museum? I’ll be
      your guide!

      – …What? What does this mean? Besides, didn’t you just “to take
      it easy and rest for a whole day? Also why are you talking about a
      date like that? And what’s more, it’s completely boring!

      Sakura supports herself on Hayato and tries to eat Emilia.

      – My live performances continue to have a perfect production
      every time, they always change so that nobody gets bored of them,
      and first of all, I didn’t invite Emilia to go! I only invited
      Hayato-kun!

      – What? Is Sakura-san saying that she intends to monopolize
      Hayato?

      – Even if you came to the live performance, when I sing, the
      view of Hayato-kun will never go to Emilia’s. So, it’s really the
      same.

      – Ha, that’s impossible! Hayato is always thinking of me. That’s
      why in his Dual Act, his second weapon was exactly the
      same as my armor, or am I wrong? The Hundred take shape according
      to the power of feelings. Hayato and I are one! It really it’s like
      this, isn’t it, Hayato!?

      – Well, at that… this…

      It is certainly how Emilia thinks, but how to say it.

      Hayato does not know.

      – Aagh … Then, both of you come to the live performance! It will
      be a duel!

      – Okay, whatever!

      – This, you two, could you stop fighting for a moment…

      Seeing the two girls who remained vigorously attacking in this
      heated discussion, Hayato feels deep down in his heart that
      Serivia’s predictive ability is real.

      

    


    

    
      Epilogue

      
      The day after the battle against Joker.

      Little Garden Student Council President Claire Harvey was
      visiting the Student Council room for the first time in the day.
      Because she was behind the conciliation measures due to the fight
      against Joker yesterday, she has been unable to return to this
      room.

      (Finally there is a moment of pause in all this…)

      The recovery after the terrorist attacks of Vitaly has already
      been completed. Although help is being given in the restoration
      works in the city of Sangria, it has been decided that they will
      leave the port of Sangria next week.

      She has heard that the anti-Slayer organization was thwarted by
      the sweeping operations of the United Nations, putting an end to
      the series of attacks that continued since the terrorist incident
      perpetrated by Vitaly.

      Standing up, Claire began to boil water in the bowl.

      It is to prepare black tea. Her favorite assam tea.

      That’s something to drink on a special day.

      Although the existence created by energy was within
      Kisaragi Karen, she was still able to meet and talk with
      <<Little Sister>> Liza.

      In that place where Liddy, Erika, and the three Artificial
      Variants were, it was impossible that they could talk about
      her.

      Of course that was confidential.

      That she was her sister and that she kept her sleeping in the
      Little Garden underground. She was the true identity of LiZA, and
      it was the energy on which Little Garden depended.
      Although it gives her a headache to have exposed herself in such a
      way, Claire is really happy to have been able to talk with
      Liza.

      Therefore, she thought that she should drink this tea for
      today,

      – Tsk, at this time, what is happening!?

      Claire suddenly raised her voice after being interrupted by the
      sound of the alarm that unexpectedly began to sound.

      The emergency light that is installed on the ceiling also began
      to glow in a red color.

      Is there a crisis happening here in Little Garden?

      (Why do these kinds of things happen so recurrently…!!?)

      Being confused, Claire bites her lips.

      [It’s serious, Claire-sama!]

      When she returned to the front of the desk, the floating monitor
      appeared. Who is reflected is the figure of Chris and behind him is
      the Briefing Room.

      That makes her feel uncomfortable.

      – … Chris, what is happening?

      [I have confirmed that there has been a reaction with a powerful
      energy near the middle point between Mars and Earth]

      – But how! Is that correct?

      [Yes. The <<Space Station of Liberia >>
      NLSA, has also captured the existence of an energy at the
      same time, and it seems they have been able to confirm its
      appearance right now with the Space Telescope. The information must
      be coming … Ah, it has arrived just now. Changing the monitor
      screen]

      The figure of Chris that was being projected on the floating
      monitor changes to that of the space that is filled with many
      stars. And what it can be seen at the center of it is a mass,
      similar to a meteorite.

      – Don’t tell me, than that…

      [As you can see, it’s a mass of Savage. Its total length is
      about fifty meters. It can be distinguished that there are about
      thirty bodies and that it is approaching the earth at a speed of
      thirty kilometers per second. The possibility of impacting the
      earth is 88%. It has been estimated that it takes about three weeks
      to arrive]

      – With that scale, it is not an exaggeration to say that this
      could be a <<Third Encounter>> Third
      Attack.

      [Such a possibility cannot be denied at the moment. There are
      also reports that there are other objects detected as small
      meteorites, that means, Savage, which would also be
      approaching]

      – Kh…! But why is everything happening in a consecutive
      way…!

      Claire tries to sustain her temper.

      Even considering that the wounds and blows and the
      energy in the fight against Joker have healed almost
      completely thanks to Liza, it is still a series of battles.

      The mental burden for the Slayers who belong to Little Garden
      for the first time, as well as for the residents who live there
      will be intense. Maybe it will be true, it does not mean that
      Little Garden will not be able to do anything about it.

      It is because of times like these, that Little Garden
      exists.

      – Let’s gather members of Selections as soon as those
      two, Kisaragi Hayato and Emilia Hermit have returned tomorrow. We
      will hold a meeting tomorrow. Until then, we will request
      information and share it to cooperate with each of the countries,
      private military companies and each of the other organizations
      through the United Nations. This is not a crisis that affects only
      Liberia, but a crisis for the whole world.

      <To be continued>
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