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    Chapter 43–Leviathan

    What appeared looks like a multi-floor building or a tower…… No, is Leviathan a dragon?
――Ha, just by being there, I feel its overpowering intimidation. It’s clearly a superior existence.
…… Will it attack… us?
As expected, I wouldn’t want to get attacked by an S-rank monster.
Allen and Elena are not preparing to fight, so it’s probably not hostile.
However, the two are clinging to me as if they have understood something.

    《Fumu. I thought I sensed a different presence, so it was the Wind God-sama’s retainer……》
"Wha!?"

    I, it spoke!?
Moreover, it felt like it was talking directly in my head, rather than hearing with my ears.
Also, how did I get exposed!?

    《What are you surprised about? I can use appraisal. You can use it too, right?》
"Iya…… I certainly can, but most of it wasn’t visible"

    I see. This Leviathan has an appraisal…… so it even took a look at my status.

    《Fumu. How about now? Try looking one more time》

    As told, I use appraisal again.

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Status
【Name】
【Race】Leviathan［Water God’s retainer］
【Occupation】
【Age】863
【Level】123
【Skills】
Water Magic? ???
Swimming ?? Appraisal
Presence Detection ??
God? Telepathy ???
Physical Attack??? Magic?? Shock Resistance
Uncommon Body?? Mental Status Resistance
Conqueror of the seas

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Are? There are some things here and there that I can’t see, but I can see a lot more than a little while ago……
First, what is this about the Water God’s retainer? Syl~ Haven’t you told me that there are no other retainers on the surface beside me~
Over 800 years old…… astonishing……
I think it’s a male if I go by the sound of its voice, but I should not be assuming that.
And above all, the level! Its level has three digits!
The strongest individuals among humans should be around 50~60 level. And yet, the Leviathan is level 123…… Double the level.
And the conversation can be held thanks to the【Telepathy】skill?
How convenient. If I had this, I could probably talk to Joule and others.
…… Conqueror of the seas. There’s nothing I can say about that……
The hell is this status…… it’s dangerous.

    《How is it?》
"…… It’s not all, but I can see it now. But, how?"
《That’s because I loosened the magical power coat my body was wrapped in》
"Magical power coat?"
《Umu. Living creatures unconsciously cover their bodies in magical power. They do it, no matter how weak they are. And the coat becomes thicker with the amount of magical power one possesses. My magical power is larger than yours. Therefore, you couldn’t see. Then, I intentionally weakened the magical power coat. That’s why you were able to appraise me this time》

    I see…… Even if my magical power is high, the difference in levels will only add to the difference between our magical powers.
Therefore, I couldn’t see it.
That means, even if a person has【Appraisal】skill, I won’t have to worry that much about mine and the children’s status being exposed?
Even the strong ones should have less magical power than us. If that’s the case, we have to be careful of the races with great magical power like elves and demons.
Well, no matter in wich race, 【Appraisal】skill is rare, and people who possess them are scarce, so I don’t have to be that careful, though. We just bumped into Leviathan this time……

    《Has your pondering finished?》
"Ah, yes! So, that…… you? are also a retainer?"

    I tried to address it, but I remembered that this Leviathan does not have a name.
I was worried for a moment, but ‘you’ should be safe, right?

    《Yes, are you unsure about how to address me? I do not have a name after all. You may call me as you want. Fumu… I won’t mind letting you name me》

    No, no. I wasn’t thinking for so long about how to call you, but about magical power and【Appraisal】.
Why it became a talk about naming!?
This, for now……… let’s ignore it?

    "…… I didn’t know there was a retainer on the surface"
《There are not many, but there are. However, all of us, including myself, spend time by ourselves in remote areas》

    Ah, there are more retainers.

    《Anyway, so the Water God-sama’s children are the children from that time》
"You know of these children? They are Water God-sama’s children as expected……"

    As I have expected, Allen and Elena are the Water God-sama’s children.
The two’s secret identities were revealed just like that.

    《Mu? You didn’t know?》
"I have somehow expected it, but I’m the Wind God-sama’s person, so I wasn’t told in detail. It concerned a stipulation between the gods or something"
《Ah, it would be like that at that person’s place》
"You know about it?"
《I’m sure you could see from my status, but I’m someone who is connected to the Water God-sama. I get information. Besides, the children were born…… about a year ago? I was asked to protect the children》

    No…… it has been five years since Allen and Elena were born…… would it be better to not tsukkomi here?
Once you live for 800 years, your sense of time may become rough……

    "…… They weren’t protected, though"
《Fumu. It’s due to my refusal》
"Eh!?"
《Entering the country to protect the children would cause ruckuss, after all》

    Ah, certainly.
Leaving aside if Leviathan were alright after leaving the sea, it would get noisy if it appeared on the land……

    《Even if I safely protected them, I wouldn’t be able to raise human children. The children’s state wouldn’t change by much even if I protected them. Therefore, I chose the option which would cause less damage》

    As a matter of fact, I can agree.
The town would get destroyed if he decided to protect them…… just imagining it is scary.
Besides, this Leviathan certainly wouldn’t be able to raise the two who were infants at that time. It would crush them if it made a mistake in handling.

    《It must be a fate for us to meet here. I shall lend you my power when you are in trouble》
"Are? I thought that retainers are not allowed to help?"

    Syl couldn’t lend a hand, and the Water God-sama’s retainers were the same.

    《That’s the story in that person’s place. I’m originally from the surface. There are no restrictions for retainers who come from the surface》
"Was it like that……"

    I had confirmed it when I decided to look after Allen and Elena, but I have thought to be out of the condition because I come from a different world.
But, it seems like that wasn’t the case.
The people at the Holy Sanctuary apparently have different conditions than on those on the surface……
Then, if Leviathan was no good, he surely asked other retainers to take care of Allen and Elena…… he did not…… definitely.
Come to think of it, I was told that they all live in remote places……
Are perhaps other retainers on the surface similar to Leviathan?
Ah~… it would be impossible then.

    《Now then, have you decided on my name? That will become our provisional contract》
"Eh? Na, name? Contract?"

    Name…… it was serious about it?

    《Umu. Not a complete master and servant contract, but connected by fate contract. It will be established when you name me. Thus, you will be able to summon me. Well, it depends on my consent, though》

    Not like Joule, Feat, and Vol who I can summon whatever they like it or not, but a consent of the partner’s will is necessary.
Even if it’s like that, Leviathan will become an enormous ally. I could win even against a country.
I don’t have any plans on fighting them, though.
The other party proposed it, so there’s no problem if I accept?
It’s well-informed, so I feel he could become a reliable retainer senpai.
Then, a name. Let’s see……

    "I will ask just in case, but you are a male, right?"
《N? I have no gender. But, if I had to choose then I would choose male》
"Then, how about Kaiser?"
《Umu, good. My name is Kaiser》

    The moment he recited the name, a magic circle appeared on the sea’s surface around Kaiser.

    《It was safely established. From now on, I’m Kaiser. Call me like that》

    I have formed a provisional contract with a Leviathan―――Kaiser.

    [


    Chapter 44–Advisor Inauguration

    "My best regards from now on, Kaiser"
《Umu》

    With this, Kaiser has more or less become my Contracted Beast. Nevertheless, I really didn’t expect something like this would happen while coming to the sea.
The feeling of Allen and Elena withering disappeared all too soon. They are now watching Kaiser with great interest.

    《At any rate, they are really attached to you. You seem like a real parent》

    Kaiser narrowed his eyes and looked at Allen and Elena who are clinging to me.
I can’t tell the difference in the Leviathan’s expression, but Kaiser’s gentle feeling has somehow been transmitted.

    "That’s so. They have recognized me as an existence similar to an older brother"

    If we seem like a real family, that makes me glad.
When I stroke Allen’s and Elena’s heads, the two draw closer.

    《Fumu~ Children, come with me》
"Eh?"

    Oi, Kaiser? What are you saying all of sudden!?
Kaiser said something ridiculous while facing Allen and Elena.

    《If they grew up this much, I won’t have any problems. I will prepare a place they can live safely. I can definitely protect you children better, you know?》
""With Onii~chan""
《It’s not like you can’t meet ever again, you know?》
""No""
《You like your brother so much that you don’t want to leave his side?》
""Un!""

    I was surprised at Kaiser’s crazy question, but Allen and Elena choose to stay with me without hesitation.
I understand that Allen and Elena are attached to me, but being chosen like this makes me really happy, after all.

    《Umu, umu. It seems you have built a good relationship》
"………"

    …… It seems that Kaiser didn’t want to take them, but was just confirming Allen’s and Elena’s feelings since the beginning.

    《I can’t advise you on parenting, but I advise you about anything else. It has not been too long since Takumi came to this world, right? Although I’m distant to the way of humans, but I have lived for a long time, after all》
"Eh! Th, this world!?"
《Although seldom, there are times where people from other worlds slip into ours. There are also existences that have memories from their previous life. Encountering a God’s retainer is much more unusual》
"Ah……"

    Which reminds me, Kaiser has【Appraisal】skill. He must have seen both my status and my titles.
…… He accepted that I’m from a different world without being surprised. Judging by his words, he might have already met someone who came from a different world, perhaps even met a reincarnated person.
Oh, right…… there’s a chance that I will come across people from a different world from now on. I may be slightly looking forward to that.

    《If you have something to ask, just ask with【Telepathy】. If it’s you, Takumi, we will be able to connect even if we are far apart》

    Nn? Telepathy?

    "My【Telepathy】will…… connect?"
《Mu? You have learned it while talking with me, you know? Did you not notice?》
"Eh!?"

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Status
【Name】Takumi Kayano
【Race】Human?［Wind God’s retainer］
【Occupation】Magician
【Age】20
【Level】27
【Skills】
Light Magic 66 | Dark Magic 65
Wind Magic 170 | Water Magic 51
Space Magic 118 | Life Magic 128
Swordsmanship 54 | Throwing 52
Appraisal 209 | Dismantling 119
Familiars 35 | Training 24
Swimming 8
Cooking 126 | Sewing 23
Washing 12 | Cleaning 31
Crafting 39 | Gathering 65
Arithmetics 108 | Reading 125
Concealment 41 | Detection 37
Oracle 12 | Telepathy 5
Abnormal Status Resistance 300 | Mental Status Resistance 300
Physical Attack Resistance 300 | Magic Attack Resistance 300
【Titles】
Transmigrated From a Different World
Blessed by the God of Creation, Malianor
Friend of Wind God Sylphreel
Savior
Conqueror of Low-Grade Dungeon
Monster Contractor
A-Rank Adventurer
Receiver of the Water Dragon King’s Divine Protection
【Contracted Beasts】
Fenrir (Joule)
Thunderhawk (Bolt)
Celestial Tiger (Feat)
Leviathan (Kaiser)(Provisional)

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Ah, it’s true.
When I confirm my status in a hurry, a new skill【Telepathy】appeared. Also,【Swimming】is there too.
I also have new titles.
【A-Rank Adventurer】obtained of course when I become A-Rank adventurer.
【Receiver of the Water Dragon King’s Divine Protection】is related to Kaiser, right?
I haven’t looked at other people’s statuses, but the number of titles is absolutely a lot…… this is my eight title. Well, they are all not normal, though……
Among the people I have seen until now, was four titles the most?

    There are various titles, and there are some which affect abilities. They grant abilities, make skill acquisition easier, and make it easier to obtain proficiency.
I have not grasped clearly yet what the effects of my titles are. It’s by having【Different world~】title, I am able to understand Aetherdia’s language.
And if there are titles that act as a plus, there are also titles that act as a minus.
I have not met a criminal yet, but criminals apparently have a title with minus correction.
As I have had until now, I would like to avoid those people.

    However…… it wouldn’t be strange for Allen and Elena to receive Kaiser’s protection, but it’s only me? Why?

    "Kaiser’s divine protection appeared in my status, but?"
《Umu, that’s right》
"Why not Allen and Elena?"
《Because my contract is with you, Takumi》
"The contract itself is the divine protection, is it? You can’t normally give divine protection?"

    A contract, huh…
It can’t be helped then, but I wish Kaiser could grant divine protection even without a contract.

    《No, I can. But, I won’t give these children divine protection. As people from the same water system and children of God, they are existences way above mine. The inferior being can’t give protection to the superior one. Takumi is the wind’s person, but also a retainer like me. Although we are equal, you are simultaneously my junior. Therefore, the divine protection could be given》
"I see~"

    The hierarchy, huh…
Indeed, the superior beings give divine protections to the inferior ones. It can’t be helped that Allen and Elena can’t receive a divine protection then.

    《Also Takumi, hold onto this》

    Kaiser handed me a scale he peeled off of his own body.
The scale is translucent and shining in a blue color.

    《That is filled with my magical power. I will be able to grasp your location if you hold onto it》

    So it’s possible to track your own magical power, I see~ Does it work with perception or detection?
Is it used the same way, but instead of reacting to many unspecified magical powers, it reacts to a specific one?
Is it similar to a tracing ring? The magic stone on the ring perceives the magical power and indicates the specific place.
In that case, is it possible to substitute the magic stone with something else? Let’s try it next time.

    "Thank you very much. Umm…… this won’t work unless I carry it, right?"

    Although a scale, Kaiser’s scale is as large as my face. Moreover, it’s also very thick. It would be slightly unreasonable to carry this around all the time.

    《I won’t be able to find you if it’s in a place that obstructs magical power. I won’t mind if you fragment it to the size of your toes. Just carry it》
"I understand"

    A place that doesn’t obstruct magical power……
I thought about putting it in the《Infinite Storage》at first, but that place is not good. The magic bag is equally bad.
If so, I must make something that will allow me to carry the scale around. However, would this crack while processing?
When I flick the scale with my finger as a test, hardness transmits. It’s a scale of the strongest sea monster, it wouldn’t break that easily……

    "U~n……"
《What is it?》
"The scale is hard, I was wondering if I can break it……"
《I don’t mind if you break it, but it would be troublesome if it sunk. Try it after going up on the land. You should be able to break it without problems》

    Let’s try it when we return to the land. Kaiser gave his guarantee, so it’s should be alright.

    《It’s time for me to return. Children, if something happens, you should immediately depend on your older brother》
""Un""
《Do not hesitate to contact me, Takumi. Then, in good health》
"Yes. Thank you very much"
""Bye by~e""

    Kaiser has returned to the sea.
I have obtained a reliable advisor, but I got tired a lot. Let’s end the water magic practice today and return to the Blue Waters Shrine.

    



    Idle talk 5–Onii~chan

    Elena is Elena.
Important, name, Oniichan gave.

    Elena, has Onii~chan.
Since born, always together with Allen.
Allen is Onii~chan too, but to Elena, Onii~chan is, Takumi Onii~chan.

    Onii~chan is, very kind to, Allen and Elena.
Delicious meals, he lets us eat, together with us, he sleeps.
Good girl, good girl, always he pats me.
Being patted, Elena is happy.
Again and again, it makes Elena warm.

    Elena, loves, Onii~chan.
Allen is the same.
We love, Onii~chan.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    When monster? we defeat, Onii~chan praises us.
He worries, if we hurt.
That makes Elena happy.
More, Elena wants to be praised.
I want him to see.
Therefore, will work hard!

    When medicinal plant? we find, Onii~chan is happy.
Amazing, he says with a smile.
Many plants there are, Elena will memorize a lot.
A lot, we will gather.
In order, to make Onii~chan smile.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    The meal, Onii~chan makes, yummy is, you know?
Today’s dinner too, was delish.
Furench Tosto? he said.
The thing, honey, sweet a lot.
Deli~sh.

    The honey we get, when we defeat, Bee-san.

    ""Ho~ney, ho~ney, ho~ney, ho~ney""

    Ya~y.
Bee-san, a lots~
Bee-san, in the air flies, a little quick it is.
But, is al~right.
If with Allen, easy, easy.

    ""Honey, there is~""

    Yatta~
Honey, was there.
With this, Furench Tosto again, Onii~chan will make.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    A big, doggy, came to Onii~chan.

    "Hand"
[Wafu]

    Doggy is, with Onii~chan, playing~
How nice~

    "……… Yosh, yo~sh?"

    Uu~ Getting patted~
Doggy, no fair~
Onii~chan, Elena too~

    "What’s the matter?"
""…………""
"…………………………………………………… Hand?"
""Wan!""
"~~~!!"

    Fufufu.
Imitated, doggy, patted by Onii~chan I got.
Oh~ Doggy too, loves Onii~chan, I see.
Same as Elena.

    Doggy is, Joule.
Joule too, named by Onii~chan got.
Same as Allen and Elena.
Joule, best regards.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    Again, friends increased.
Feat, and, Bolt.
Everyone, loves Onii~chan.
For Onii~chan, let’s do our best together, okay?

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    Onii~chan, amazing is.
That Onii~chan is strong, Elena knows.
Usually, he lets Allen and Elena do it, but Onii~chan increee~dibly strong is!
The adults around, surprised are.
Onii~chan, strong is, you know!
Amazing right~♪

    "Allen, Elena. I will reduce the numbers first by bit, will you help me with clean up?"
""Un!""
"Thank you"
""Ye~s""

    By Onii~chan, asked to help, we were.
Happy.
Onii~chan, on Allen and Elena, depended.
Elena, work hard will!

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    Ah, that person……
The person, who had Allen and Elena put, into a dark place, before Onii~chan we met.
That person, not like.
Don’t want to return.
Onii~chan, don’t want~

    ""Onii~chan……""
"Everything’s all right. I will be with you as long as Allen and Elena want to stay by my side"
""Un……""

    Don’t want to separate.
Forever, with Onii~chan, want to be.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    To sea? of nearby town we go, Onii~chan said.
Together with Joule, Feat, and Bolt.

    With everyone, competition!
Elena, will not lose.
Get patted by Onii~chan Elena will~
Ah, Joule and Feat, used magic.
Uu~
If from distance, attack, Allen and Elena, lose will.
Can Elena, magic too?
If Elena magic, will Onii~chan, be happy?
Elena will for Onii~chan, do her best!
Therefore, together with Elena stay, okay?

    



    Idle talk 6–Miko Hime

    I’m Sarasa.
A mermaid in the position of Miho Hime, The Lord of the Blue Waters Shrine.

    I was ten when I became Miko Hime. The former Miko Hime Baba-sama passed away, and in the next Miko Hime selection, the one chosen was me for some reason.
My parents were overjoyed, but I really didn’t want to be Miko Hime, to be honest. I mean, Miko Hime has to live quietly in the isolated Blue Waters Shrine!
The distance between Miko Hime and other mermaids is large, she has to be treated as a holy existence.
People Miko Hime has contact with is also chosen, and it’s possible to talk only with a few people…… Something so stiffening, gimme a break!
Because Miko Hime hadn’t received an oracle from the God in several hundred years, a position like that is not necessary anymore.
In fact, who knows who is suitable for the position of Miko Hime…… I do not.

    I love swimming in the sea, it was within the barrier, but I swam every day. I won’t be able to endure not being able to do that anymore!
I will swim outside the barrier once I become a bit bigger! Even though I was looking forward to it……

    Why? Why does it have to be me?
Aren’t there many people who want to become Miko Hime! Rather than me, choose someone who wants to do it……
As expected, I couldn’t endure it anymore and tried to slip out of the Blue Waters Shrine, but the Chief Gard always discovers me and puts me back into my room.

    Several years passed and I have suddenly received an oracle.

    (Sarasa? Are you listening?)
"Ah, you are……"
(I am a retainer serving the Water God-sama)

    Suddenly, a voice resounded in my head…… this is!
I tremble in fear.
Because I felt an exceeding holy presence that I have never felt before. An existence close to God. I don’t know why, but I clearly understood that.

    "W, water… Re, retainer-sama… pl, please order me…!"
(Calm down, Sarasa)
"… Pl, please for… give me……"

    My voice trembles. Let alone voice, my whole body trembles.
Although not Water God-sama, Water Retainer-sama is an incredibly noble existence. Shrinking back in fear is natural.
Ah…… I am… calm……

    (Then, I will state my business)

    Retainer-sama who gave me time to calm down stated her business at once.
It was about the crisis the mermaids living in the Blue Waters Shrine are facing right now.
At present, there is a fear that a coral which is critical to mermaids will be destroyed. Because losing of the coral is a matter of life and death to the mermaids, it’s a serious issue.
Why such thing is happening, is because a large boat has sunk and sealed the entrance to the cave where it coral is being cultivated. With that entrance sealed, it’s not possible to enter the cave and take care of the coral. If we can’t take care of it, the coral will wither.
It seems the ship is too big, not even the whole tribe was able to move it.
We are finished… I thought tat that time.
It appears that Retainer-sama’s Oracle is in regards of that.

    (A gentleman called Takumi-san will arrive at the sea tomorrow. That person will definitely solve the problem you are facing. Please, go to receive him)
"Takumi-sama, is it? That person, what kind of person is he?"
(He is a human. Very gentle, kindhearted person. I can not tell you in detail, but he is benefactor of us, the Water people)

    What a thing! A person that even Water Retainer-sama speaks of so highly will come to our Blue Waters Shrine!
We have to be careful not to displease him!

    (It is all right, Sarasa. Takumi-san will not get angry about small mistakes. Rather, you might harm his mood by treating him too grandiosely)
"W, what should we……"
(Moderately, is the way to go)

    Retainer-sama instructed me how to treat Takumi-sama properly. I carefully listened to every single word not to miss anything.
Among Retainer-sama’s words, there was something that my ears couldn’t believe.
It’s garbage, you know!? Retainer-sama! Are you telling me to give garbage to Takumi-sama!?
Won’t he get displeased if he gets to know about it!? Is that really okay!?
…… However, since Retainer-sama said it would be alright, I have no choice, but to prepare myself to take such action.

    After the brief instructionn, Retainer-sama’s Oracle was cut off.
I felt a bit lonely, but now is not the time for that.

    "Gard! Gard!! Gard, it’s serious!!"

    In order to prepare as soon as possible, I summon Gard with a loud voice.
It’s improper, and I may get scolded, but that doesn’t matter.

    "Miko Himesama, why are you shouting so loudly? Did something happen?"
"It’s an Oracle! We have been given an Oracle!!"

    When I say so, Gard’s eyes open wide and his body froze on the spot.
Haa~ Such reaction is unusual for Gard…… tte, it’s not the time to say something like that.

    "Gard, are you listening? Tomorrow, Takumi-sama will arrive at the beach and he will do something about that troublesome ship!"
"Is that true!?"

    Ah, he revived.
Gard who recovered from the being frozen, enthusiastically leans forward and listens.

    "It’s true. There’s no doubt since Water Retainer-sama said so. Therefore, we have to send someone to receive him! Ah! Confidentially! To not cause trouble for Takumi-sama, we have to hold things down to minimum without announcing the oracle"
"In that case, let’s use Mirena. She’s Miko Himesama’s attendant and my grandchild. She is educated to not reveal secrets"
"Right, Mirena would be good. Call her immediately please"

    Gard hurriedly leaves the room.
Gard who usually conducts himself quietly is…… Gard is excited too, huh. Somehow, watching Gard like that makes me calm……
Un, I will be able to calm down.

    When Gard comes back with Mirena, we three carefully make the arrangements.
Because Takumi-sama is a human, a mermaid bracelet magic tool will be necessary. I give Mirena instructions to take more than one bracelet as it seems Takumi-sama has a company and leave the preparations of small things to Gard.
By the way, both Gard and Mirena were shocked when I told them about the reward. They will have such reaction after all…… is it really okay?
…… No! I should not doubt Water Retainer-sama’s words. I’m sure it’s okay!
Thus, we prepared to receive Takumi-sama in a hurry.

    It was a Retainer-sama, but it has been several hundred years since the last Oracle. I was really surprised and happy that such spectacular event has happened while I served as Miko Hime.
My negative feelings about being Miko Hime had disappeared before I knew, and I felt proud of myself.
It’s not too late, is it? I will show you that I can become a splendid Miko Hime!

    ――I made up my mind, however……

    The things have progressed good for the most part, I was a little too much excited when I met Takumi-sama and caused him trouble.
…… I’m really sorry. I’m reflecting.
From now on! I will become a splendid Miko Hime from now on!

    


    


    Chapter 45– New Dungeon

    After parting ways with Kaiser, we have returned to the Blue Waters Shrine.
And in the next morning.

    "You are already leaving? Please stay a little longer. We haven’t shown our hospitality yet"
"No, no. We have already received enough"
"Because Takumi-sama must have some plans, it would be rude of us to try to make him stay forcibly. Please come again, by all means"
"Yes. We will visit again"
"It is a promise"

    I finish our farewells with Miko Himesama, Gard-san, and Mirena-san whom I am indebted and decided to promise to visit again.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    "Allen, Elena~ You must not touch that"
""Ye~s""

    While carefreely swimming to the land, a flashy red starfish with purple polka dots――Acid Starfish appeared.
It has a paralysis poison.
If touched directly, your whole body would get paralyzed, but you wouldn’t die. If kicked while wearing leather shoes, there is no problem at all. However as expected, am I being too overprotective by not wanting them even to approach it?

    Dealing with it underwater with wind and water magic would be too troublesome, so I retrieve the Water Katana from the《Inifnite Storage》 and cut directly at the Starfish. Because it’s an E-Rank monster, I finish it with one slash.
When mixing the Acid Starfish’s paralytic poison with medicinal plants, it can be used as anesthetics. Rather, it’s a monster whose materials are not worth the time.
However, it would be difficult to extract the poison here, so I just store it whole into the《Infinite Storage》.

    "Ah, Crab-san~"
"Crab-san, defeat~"

    A Sand Crab appeared this time. Three at once. Allen and Elena happily rush towards the crabs to defeat them.
I thought of helping since there are three crabs, but two of them were instantly defeated with one blow. It appears that helping is not necessary at all.

    "………… Are?"

    While coming out on the seashore, I noticed a certain reef. That is certainly…… looks familiar……
If it looks familiar, it means that it’s most likely from the implanted knowledge. When I look for that implanted memory, I immediately remember.
Ah, right! A dungeon!
That reef is the entrance to a dungeon.

    The 53rd “Dungeon of Ripples.” An Intermediate Class Water Dungeon.

    I decided to stop by since we have a precious dungeon and we change course towards the reef.
There’s entrance to the dungeon in the sea.
When we pass through the entrance, there was a waterway that lasted approximately 50m. We will be fine because of the mermaid bracelets we have received, but people who don’t have them would have to dive all the way?
I don’t have any experience in diving, so I wouldn’t really know, but I have doubts about holding breath for such distance. Tens of seconds while swimming at full speed? There are people who can hold their breath for several minutes, so it’s not completely impossible, huh…

    The waterway went down a little, and there was a dead end at the end. There’s a light overhead. It appears we can get out from up there.
When I cautiously look around from the sea surface, there was a hall-like place.
This seems to be the start point of the dungeon. I can see a transfer device in the center of the hall.

    First of all, I lift up Allen and Elena to the edge of the hall and then I climb out of the water myself.
And then, when I check my guild card,[53rd Dungeon “Sazami” 0/30 floor]has been recorded.
There’s entrance in the inner part of the hall. Because there doesn’t seem to be any other places we may be able to enter, that must be the entrance to the first floor.

    "Now then, what should we do?"

    I had impulsively entered a dungeon, but I have returned from the sea I have just gotten used to. Actually, I was planning to go to the town of Bailey and rest for a while.

    ""Let’s go~!""

    It seems that Allen and Elena are already full of intentions to go.
Although they don’t show fatigue, they are still five years old children. Because they don’t show fatigue, I want to take regular breaks, but…

    ""Is ok~ay""
"…………"

    Recently, I have a feeling that Allen and Elena are able to read my thoughts.
…… My thoughts are not reflected on my face, are they?
It makes me worried a little.

    "N~ Then, shall we go up to the tenth floor? Once we get there, let’s go take a break in the town"
""Un!""

    The Dungeon of Ripples altogether has 30 floors. It’s an Intermediate Class dungeon.
In the case of an Intermediate Class dungeon, there are transfer devices every ten floors. Using the transfer device, it’s possible to resume the dungeon capture from the tenth floor next time. With that, we won’t waste time even if we take a break.
The arrangements are made so let’s begin the dungeon capture without reservation.
But, before that―――

    "It’s almost noon so let’s go after having a meal"
""Un! Meal~!""
"Is there anything you’d like to eat?"
""N~……""

    N~ As for me, I would like to eat something warm.
We have been in the care of the Blue Waters Shirine――The Mermaids’ main meals are raw fish and shellfish sashimi, vegetables and seaweed salads that were cultivated in the Blue Waters Shrine.
Everything was very delicious, but because they are basically a race that doesn’t use fire, there were no warm dishes.

    ""Furench Tosto!""

    While remembering the meals of the Blue Waters Shrine, Allen and Elena has apparently decided. Their request is a sweet French Toast with plentiful of honey.
They didn’t request a lot of honey themselves, but “French Toast = plentiful of honey” is fixed for the twins.

    "Let’s see…… let’s make a French Toast with a warm soup then?"
""Un""
"Then, will you help me with the making of the French Toast?"
""Will help~""

    When I put eggs and sugar into a bowl, Allen presses down the bowl with his both hands as I was used to, and Elena began mixing the egg.
Because the French Toast is Allen’s and Elena’s most favorite dish, I have made it many times and had the two help me each time.
When the egg scrambled, I put milk in the bowl. This time, Elena pressed down on the bowl, and Allen starts mixing.

    ""Done~""
"Thank you"

    It seems they have already completely mastered the egg mixing for the French Toast.
I thoroughly soak bread in the egg mixture the two children made, melt butter in the frying pan and start cooking. Once done, I place the toasts on a plate and pour honey over it.
For the soup, let’s have the pre-made vegetable consommé soup. Pour it in the cups, and.
Yosh! It’s completed.

    "It’s done~"
""Ye~s""
"Then, itadakimasu"
""Itadakima~shu""
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    After finishing our lunch, we immediately start with the capture of the first floor.

    "《Light》"

    When I turn on the light and peek inside the entrance, there was a culvert-like place. A waterway with flowing water in the center. And a pathway people can walk on both of its sides.
Because it’s a single, straight path we don’t hesitate to advance. I was just concerned on which side of the waterway to walk, but because it was a jumpable distance between both sides, I have decided to walk on the left side for now.
With nothing happening for a while, the waterway split in the shape of T.

    "Which way shall we go?"
""There~""
"Yosh, left it is"

    Allen and Elena pointed to the left simultaneously.
When I inquire which way to go just like I did during the previous dungeon capture, the two point without hesitation.
Left means that we don’t have to jump across the waterway.

    As we advance, an obviously poisonous purple frogs with yellow dots jumps out from the water.
E-Rank monster, Poison Frog.

    "Allen, Elena. Because this fellow has poison, use magic. I leave the one in front of you in your care. ――《Air Shot》"

    To make it easier for Allen and Elena to aim, I clean up all Poison Frogs except the one in front of them with a wind bullet.

    ""Ye~s――《Wat~er Ba~ll》""

    They have practiced magic on rocks. Therefore, it’s Allen’s and Elena’s first time shooting a moving target.
Allen and Elena aimed their water balls straight ahead and shot and the Poison Frogs.
However, because of a slight movement of the Poison Frog, the water balls missed. Was it truly accidental that the water balls the two shot landed at the same place?

    ""Muu~""

    Allen and Elena make slightly frustrated expressions.
I know I shouldn’t laugh in this situation, but because the two’s expression was so adorable I broke into a smile.

    "Cough…… Allen, Elena. Try aiming one more time. You can do it"
""Un. ――《Wat~er Ba~ll》""

    This time, the two’s water balls hit the Poison Frog.

    ""It hit~!""
"Good, good~ Well done"

    A bottle filled with Poison Frog’s poison appeared at the place of the Poison Frog. Allen and Elena swiftly pick it up and jump at me.
Seriously cute~

    "Shall we practice magic like this for a little more?"
""Un!""

    When I ask while stroking the two’s heads, they cheerfully answer.
After that, we smoothly advanced, and when a monster appeared, Allen and Elena defeated it with magic.
What appeared next were slimes. Fruit jelly made with the slime jelly it drops is quite delicious. Because I have a certain feeling that slime jelly can be used for something else besides fruit jelly, we assertively defeat it and collect the drops.
Which reminds me, all slimes here we have defeated until now were light blue in color. The slime jelly it drops is semi-transparent, odorless and tasteless, but the color of the slimes here is different from the previous dungeon. Is the slime jelly dropped from different colored slimes the same?
I’m afraid to say that Syl’s implemented knowledge doesn’t have anything on this. Maa~ On the contrary, if there was a detailed knowledge about the ecology of slimes, that would actually be quite unpleasant……
Because it doesn’t look like we will come across slimes different than the light blue ones here, I’m looking forward to the next dungeon.

    Allen and Elena beat the monster that appeared one after another.
Water Lizard, Sand Crab, Big Lobster…… Only when there were a lot of monsters, I reduced their numbers first and let Allen and Elena fight one on one as much possible.
But, they are already getting used to it, so it will be alright to let them deal with multiple enemies soon? The amount of magical power they have left is still okay. Shall we try without thinning out the numbers next time?

    ""Found~""

    About an hour after entering the first floor, Allen and Elena found a staircase to the next floor.
This Dungeon of Ripples seems to be slightly bigger than the Dungeon of Earth. But, I feel like the difficulty in this Intermediate Class dungeon isn’t that different from the Beginner Class one.
The monsters appearing are of F and E ranks……
Is it like this because this is a lower floor? Will the degree of difficulty gradually increase from now on?
I descend the staircase while thinking so.

    The second floor isn’t different from the first one.

    ""《Wat~er Ba~ll》""

    The moment we get down, a Poison Frog appeared. Allen and Elena instantly killed it with magic.
It appears that the children have gotten used to the magic already.

    "You are so skillful. I have no words!"
""Heee~""

    When I praise them, Allen and Elena bashfully smile. Seriously, my children are too cute!

    ""Ah, there~""

    While in agony because of Allen’s and Elena’s cuteness, the two suddenly found a secret room.
I confirm whether a trap is there or not and slowly slide the door open.
A treasure chest is in the middle of the room. A treasure chest the size of the extent where I would have to hold it with both of my hands. There’s neither a trap or a key needed to open the chest. Iya~ Having appraisal in situations like this is quite nice~

    ""Can open~?""
"You can. It’s safe"

    When Allen and Elena open the chest, there was a large amount of shrimps inside. Shrimps bright red as the Whiskered velvet shrimp. Botan shrimp-ish?
They are not alive, but they are fresh as if just caught.

    ""What is this~?""
"Un? These are shrimps. It’s food"
""Delish~?""
"Aah~… I have never eaten this shrimp. But, shrimps are delicious"
""Can eat~?""
"Eh? Raw!? No, wait!"

    Can shrimps be eaten raw? Ah! Appraisal doesn’t show edibility!
Why does it not have such needed info!?

    "Allen, Elena. I will make a delicious dinner using these shrimps later, how about we don’t eat it right now?"
""? Un. Understand""

    Ha~ I’m glad Allen and Elena are not selfish children~ Because there are children that have to have their own way even if told not to do something. I’m sincerely glad that they are obedient children~
In fact, I think that there won’t be any problems if eaten raw, but it’s better to stop them just in case. As compensation, I will cook a delicious shrimp dish, okay!

    I pull myself together, and we continue to advance. 2–4 floors went favorably without an accident.
We found several treasure chests on the way, but they were all full of seafood. A pure white shrimps, clams, kelp, bonito flakes, etc. Of course, I gratefully accepted it all.
Especially bonito flakes! I have received small dried fish from the Water God Retainer-sama, but bonito flakes weren’t among them.
I like soup stock with katsuobushi the most. Therefore, I was a bit happy~ Because even if you have bonito, it takes a time to make bonito flakes.
We smoothly advance forward and are on the fifth floor at the moment.

    ""Found~""

    The time is good, so let’s end today’s capturing here. It’s just a right time since Allen and Elena found a staircase to the sixth floor.
Since that’s the case, let’s make a dinner. Today’s meal is Evil Viper meat I have completely forgotten about served with rice.
Iya~ It was a snake with evil appearances, but the meat was soft and delicious. As expected of A-Rank monster.
Although it’s a rare high-class ingredient, I have secured 100kg of meat. One hundred grams is enough for us to have one meal. Therefore, we won’t run out for a while. Rather, I think I secured way too much…… Oh well.
After that, I boiled the shrimps we got during the day with salt. I thought trying it simple for now.
It was just salted, but it was delicious.

    ""Delish~""

    Allen and Elena were also satisfied with the Evil Viper and shrimps.
Now then, our stomachs are full so let’s take it easy and sleep.
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    When the dawn breaks, we have a light breakfast and resume the capture.
Today, we are starting on the sixth floor.
It is originally a maze, but it’s getting slightly complicated. Hidden passages are now harder to find.

    ""Yaa!""

    Once they finished the magic training, Allen and Elena are free to fight as they like, causing their kicking style to explode. It seems they like martial arts more than magic.
But, they appear to remember my warnings about not approaching poison monsters as they are properly defeating them with magic.

    "Oops, wait a moment!"

    It’s Impact Shell. That’s a shell monster, but it releases a shock wave when hit. Because of that, you have to make a distance when attacking it.

    "You have to attack that from bigger distance than usual"
""Ye~s""

    I inform Allen and Elena, and they take distance from the Impact Shell. Then, I hit the Impact Shell with a light magic that wouldn’t defeat it.
And immediately, bon, the sound broke, and vibrations passed through. It’s this faint because we are far away from it, the impact in the vicinity of the Impact Shell is considerably large.

    "See? It’s okay when you defeat it in one blow, but as you have seen, you could get injured so let’s defeat it from a distance just in case, okay?"
""Understood~""

    When Allen and Elena reply in consent, I shoot magic again and defeat the Impact Shell.
Which reminds me, I haven’t looked at Allen’s and Elena’s status for a while now. I though so and confirmed it――

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Status
【Name】Allen (Elena)
【Race】Human?
【Occupation】Fighter
【Age】5
【Level】25
【Skills】
Water Magic | Hand-to-hand Combat | Evasion
Throwing | Swimming | Presence Detection
Jumping | Telepathy
Gathering | Arithmetics
Abnormal Status Resistance
【Titles】
Water God’s Child
Conqueror of Low-Grade Dungeon

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    What I notice first is that the question marks have disappeared. It clearly states【Water God’s Child】now.
Although I don’t know if it’s because I figured out their identity or because the level of my appraisal has increased.
I don’t think it’s about the amount of magical power like in Kaiser’s case.

    …… Still, this is bad. I’m level 27 at the moment. It turns out that Allen’s and Elena’s level is not that different from mine now.
Even though it should have considerably increased when I defeated the Evil Viper. They caught up all too soon.
Is is that? The hunting competition with Joule and others during our trip from Shirin? They have defeated quite the number of monsters that time…… The monsters of Gaya Forest are overall strong, it seems they raised their levels smoothly.
As expected, being lower level than the two would be uncool…… But, you see…… these children love fighting so much, refraining them would be a bit, right~
But, even so, it’s impossible to level while the children sleep because they sleep sticking close to me.
U~n, this is difficult……
For now, let’s train at least the proficiencies. Because I don’t have to defeat monsters to train proficiencies, all I have to do is practice when I’m free. Un, let’s do that.
I have to be especially careful with the water magic!

    ""This~""
"Thank you"

    Allen and Elena brought me the Impact Shell’s drop item.
It’s a string sticking out from cylinder made from paper…… This, this is a cracker, right?

    ＝＝＝＝＝
【Cracker】
When the string is pulled, a light exploding sound will come out from the cylinder part.
Just right for startling people.
＝＝＝＝＝

    …………… It’s the very cracker, alright. A strange thing appeared again.
However, the description! “Just right for startling people,” that isn’t the original use!
A cracker is intended for parties, not for startling people. Although I have used it to startle people, state the original use in the description properly!

    ""This, wha~t is?""
"N? This is called a cracker, and when you pull this string, pan, it will make a loud sound. Do you want to try it?"

    Since we obtained it, let’s try how much loud of a sound it makes.

    ""Want~""
"Then, turn this part away from you. You can’t aim it towards yourselves and other people, okay? Then, will you two pull the string together?"
""Ye~s""

    While I hold the cylinder, Allen and Elena hold the string and at the count of[One~two], Allen and Elena pull on the string.

    ――Paan!!

    "!!!!"
""Hiyaa!""

    The moment the string was pulled, the cracker made a loud explosive sound.
My ears are ringing.
The sound was louder than I expected. Allen and Elena scream in a startle, cling to my legs and tremble.
Who was the one who wrote the description Just right for startling people!?
This is already a lethal sound weapon! Moreover, not only the other party, you also inflict considerable self-damage.

    "Allen, Elena, sorry. It startled you, didn’t it?"
""Uu~""

    The two are slightly teary eyes. I’m really sorry.
Anyway, let’s embrace the two and soothe them.

    Afterwards, when the defeated Impact Shell dropped Crackers, Allen and Elena didn’t approach them.
This didn’t become a trauma or something, right? They just don’t want to approach it, right?
I also thought about leaving the Crackers behind, but couldn’t this item be used by handing it to the opponent and letting him self-destruct? Because I thought so, I reconsidered and picked it up.
I thought using it when coming across a nasty fellow like Baron Gilbert.
Since it’s not an excessively known item, I thought the opponent may want to get his hands on it out of curiosity.

    Nothing in particular has happened after the Cracker incident and we have advanced smoothly.
Maa, the rate at which we encountered monsters has increased? Only to that degree.
So, we are currently on the ninth floor, but…… Oops, a Water Lizard is sticking to the ceiling.
At any rate, it’s huge. A lizard as big as a human child…… If I had to say, newt-ish?
It can stick to the ceiling without falling quite well~

    "Allen, Elena. Look for a bit――《Water Needle》"

    The water flowing in the waterway changes into a sharp needle and pierces the Water Lizard.
It’s a magic where you compress the original source of water and change its shape to attack.
I had defeated it properly as the Water Lizard turned into a drop item. “Water Lizard’s Tail,” it says. What can this item be used for? Maa, let’s put it in the《Infinite Storage》for now.

    "Did you see it? Do you want to practice magic by changing the water’s shape like this?"
""Un, will do~""

    Allen and Elena are already accustomed to the Water Ball enough, so I thought it’s time for them to learn something new.

    ""《Wat~er Niidoru》""

    Allen and Elena turn towards a Water Lizard sticking to a wall and cast the spell.
Many Water Lizards are sticking on the walls as we advance. It’s a perfect place for Allen and Elena to practice so they take care of them one after another.
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    After hunting Water Lizards to our heart’s content, we have decided to suspend the capture and take a break because we have found the staircase to the 10th floor.

    That being the case, good morning.
It’s finally the 10th floor today. There should be the transfer device on this floor so let’s aim for that!
Oh, before that, breakfast. Now then, what shall we eat~ …… Freshly baked bread, sunny-side-up fried eggs, and a wiener. Is it okay with potage soup?
Allen and Elena are not picky. No, wrong… They love Cream bread and French toast, so they have no “food they dislike.”
Maa~ anyhow, since they are eating so deliciously, it’s worth making it.

    After we finish the breakfast, we resume the capturing right away.
The 10th floor is identical to the past floors with a waterway in the middle and space to walk on the sides.
Allen and Elena choose the passage on the right, and after several minutes of walking, we have encountered a large cast of Sand Crabs.

    ""Yaa!""""Too!""

    Allen and Elena smoothly annihilated them at once, though.
Crab legs and Crab shells are rolling on the ground together with drop items.
Which reminds me, I have not tried the Kani Nabe yet. Should I try making it for today’s dinner~

    Following, a large lounge of Water Lizards have appeared.

    ""〈Wat~er Niidoru〉""

    They precisely penetrate the Water Lizards sticking to the walls with Water Needles.
They learned this magic just yesterday yet they have already mastered it. They really do learn quick……
Overtaking me is a matter of time…… kusun (Crying)

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    "Is this it……"

    After smoothly advancing while defeating monsters on the way, we found a door similar to the door which led to the boss room in the Dungeon of Earth.
There’s no point in staying here any longer so when I touch the door, it’s starts shining as I expected――and with a gigigi sound, it slowly opens.
It’s the same phenomenon as in the Dungeon of Earth. I was somehow surprised the last time, but it’s not so surprising the second time, huh.

    However, I was surprised when the door opened.
Most of the room is filled with water. The area around the door is a land, and then there’s a something like a small island in the center. Otherwise, everything is water.
Looking at the water from the surface, it seems to be quite deep.
A long bridge is suspended straight between the place we are staying at and the island. It seems we have to go to the island.
I have decided to cross the bridge while paying attention to both sides as there are no handrails. Something will jump out of the water at us without a doubt.

    "《Wind Cutter》"

    As expected, something has jumped at us from the water. Shooting it down with magic, it was Arrowfish.
Arrofish is a fish with long and narrow appearances similar to an otter, the tip of its body resembles a terrifying arrowhead. And, as the name suggests, it’s a fish monster that jumps from the water at considerably speeds just like an arrow.
Because it’s movements are monotone, it’s considered as a lowly F-Rank monster.
However, it wasn’t just that Arrowfish.

    After the first Arrowfish, more and more Arrowfish came flying at us from both sides one after another.

    "《Winder Cutter》"
""《Wat~er Ba~ll》""

    I shoot down the Arrowfish with magic together with Allen and Elena.
The troublesome thing is that Arrowfish lives in groups. You will certainly have a painful experience if you neglect them for being F-Rank.

    After shooting down about 100 of them, it has finally calmed down. Was this the all for now?
Looking at the water’s surface, a lot of Arrowfish drop items are floating in the water. Most of it are arrows.
Due to the flow of water…… the drop items that fell away from the bridge were drifting towards us, making it easy to pick them up.

    Nevertheless, arrows, huh……
I have wanted to try archery in a long time ago. Maa, I wanted to, but never actually tried.
Why, you ask? I was scared of shooting myself, didn’t I……
…… It shouldn’t be a problem now. I should buy a good bow and try practicing.
Which reminds me, the guild is offering short courses on weapon handling. In that case, I may also learn how to handle weapons other than the bow, such as sword or spear.

    We arrive at the island in the center while picking up the items, and I start feeling monster presence again. I wonder if Arrowfish will start jumping at us again?

    "Allen on the left, Elena on the right. Can you do it?"
"Un! Allen will work hard~"
"Elena too. Elena will work hard too~"

    I point with my finger and show them the direction they are in charge of. Allen and Elena stay in front, each taking care of their side while I stay behind covering left and right from behind.
Allen and Elena returned reliable replies.

    "《Wind Cutter》"
""《Wat~er Ba~ll》""

    As expected, more Arrowfish came flying.
Allen and Elena shoot down the Arrowfish on their respective sides one after another. It’s a situation where they have to fire magic continuously, but Allen and Elena don’t panic.

    After shooting down enough to forget to count, the monster presence finally disappeared.
Does it end with this?
When I look at the water’s surface after defeating the last Arrowfish, it was full of arrows and small blue magic stones.
Besides that, a short, small spear? was there. Perhaps a javelin?
Speaking of which, it felt like there were one or two larger individuals every 30 or so fish. I didn’t confirm, but is that the drop from it?

    Before I notice, another bridge which is leading away from the island towards a hole in a wall has appeared.
This is apparently the end, it doesn’t seem like monsters will come flying at us on the other bridge.

    ""Onii~chan, look, look. Many~""
"That’s amazing~ You two really worked hard~"
""Ehehe~""

    Allen and Elena are holding arrows they have picked up in both of their hands.
They worked hard shooting the Arrowfish with magic, and they even picked up the dropped items on their own, seriously hard working and good children~
Good boy, good girl, when I pat the two, they become bashful. Kawaii~

    "Can I ask you to help me collect more?"
""Un!""

    With Allen and Elena’s help, we have finished collecting the dropped items.
Then, let’s go to the opposite bank at once. When I thought about crossing over, Allen and Elena pulled on my clothes.

    "N? What’s the matter?"
"Onii~chan, bellow"
"Something’s there~"
"Eh? Down in the water?"
""Un!""

    It appears that Allen and Elena have noticed something in the water.
I think it’s apparent that it’s not a living creature. Because if it was a living creature, I should be able to detect it myself.
As I’m unable to sense not living beings, if Allen and Elena say there’s something in there, then there’s something in there.

    "It looks safe, want to take a dive?"
""Un!""

    First of all, let’s dive in and confirm.
There’s no need to prepare anything because of the Mermaid bracelet, so we can go in without hesitation.

    "Ah, a treasure chest"

    The water is surprisingly deep, but as the water is clear, I was able to see a treasure chest at the bottom immediately.
To think it would be at a place like this…… Allen and Elena did well noticing~
After checking the presence of a trap and opening the box, there was a Mermaid bracelet in the treasure chest.
It must be quite rare since it’s in a treasure chest. However, because we already have it, the surprise was reduced by half?
But, if there’s spare, I can use it for Joule or others, so I will gratefully accept it.
Since there wasn’t anything else besides the treasure chest, we leave from the water and cross the bridge. When I looked to the inner part from the entrance, there was a small room as expected.
There was a staircase leading down and a transfer device installed next to it.

    "Then, shall we go?"
""Un!""

    I take Allen and Elena, touch the transfer device, and we return to the hall on the first floor.
Now then, we have achieved our objective, let’s make a lavish meal of Kani Nabe!
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    After successfully capturing the tenth floor, we have returned to the hall on the first floor where we spend the night.
Of course, we have thoroughly enjoyed Kani Nabe for dinner. I used miso based soup and used not only crabs but also other seafood such as shrimps and plenty vegetables.
Sand Crabs are really delicious. Allen and Elena stuffed their cheeks full. They were chewing with inflated cheeks, looking like cute squirrels~

    And the next morning, we have arrived in Bailey.
When we entered the town, we headed towards the harbor first. Bailey is connected to a sea, so many boats are coming in and out of the harbor.
Fishing boats and merchant ships transporting people and goods to other countries. Large and small ships are lined up in the harbor.

    Despite it being early in the morning, the square near the harbor is crowded with many people.
It’s a morning market. The fresh marine products caught in the morning are being sold here.
There are also many stalls where you can eat on the spot.
We have not eaten breakfast this morning yet. I thought that such place would be in a harbor town, so we came here early in the morning.
We have spotted many street stall and shops while looking around.
A shop selling fresh fish. A shop selling fish and shellfish grilled on a charcoal fire. A considerable variety of seafood is being sold.
Oh, this shop is selling scallops.
This stall is selling scallops in shells on top of a grill. The muscles of these scallops are larger than of the Yesso Scallops I’m familiar with.

    "Hello"
"Ou, welcome. These were caught just this morning. Would you like to eat some?"
"They look delicious. Is this seasoned with salt?"
"Yeah, that’s right"
"If possible, I would like to season it myself, is it okay?"
"A different seasoning? Well, I don’t mind"
"Then, can I have three?"
"These are almost done. Are these fine?"
"Yes. Then……――"

    I pay the money and place a piece of butter on top of the muscles. When the butter melts, I sprinkle it with soy sauce.
The butter and soy sauce heat up in a blink of an eye and a delicious smell floats around.
It’s butter-soy sauce grilled scallop. Scallops should be done like this when it comes to grill, right?

    "Allen, Elena. It’s hot so be careful when eating, okay?"
""Ye~s""

    When I hand the hot shells to Allen and Elena after transferring it on a plate, the two fuufuu… cool it down and start eating.

    "Allen, Elena. How is it? Delicious?"
""Delish~""

    Seeing Allen and Elena eat so deliciously, I take the big scallop and eat too.
Terrific! Delicious!!
The muscle is so tender and delicious. Moreover, because it’s so big, I got quite filled with just one.

    ""Onii~chan, delish~?""
"Un, delicious"

    Somehow, I feel warm and fluffy~

    "S, smells really good. Niichan, I understand the first thing was butter, but what was the dark liquid?"
"It’s a sap from a tree called Koikuchi which grows in dungeons, it’s seasoning called Soy Sauce. Would you like to try?"
"I, is that okay!? Please!"

    The stall owner who watched us eat seemed to want to try it too. The fragrance of butter and soy sauce is really appetizing after all.
When I asked if he wants to try, he immediately bit the bait. Therefore, when I finished making the scallop with the same procedure as before, the stall owner immediately chomped it down.

    "Delicious!! What is this, I have never tasted something so delicious. So good!"

    Super-high praise. The stall owner finished eating in a blink of an eye.
I know it’s delicious, but let’s calm down a bit. If you shout so loud, you will attract the attention of the surroundin――

    "Oyaji, that looks delicious. I’d like to eat that too!"
"Me too!"
"Give me some too~"
"I would like some too"

    Are? The surroundings had gathered before I noticed…… It appears that the passersby already gathered because of the fragrance.

    ""Ah~""

    Unconsciously, the stall owner and I leak out a voice.

    "Niichan…… could you lend me that soy sauce?"
"Maa, I’m also responsible, I don’t mind"

    I obtained quite a lot of soy sauce in the town of Shirin, so there’s no problem selling a bottle to this uncle.
Rather, butter and soy sauce scallops are not a product here. If I said something wrong, the people here would probably riot.

    "Sorry about that~ By the way, could you lend me some butter too?"
"Ah~ Sure"

    Lured by the fragrance, customers seeking butter and soy sauce scallops formed a queue.
The stall owner stuffed the grill with scallops to the limit.
Because I couldn’t just feign ignorance and leave, I was in charge of putting butter and soy sauce over the scallops.
Allen and Elena who finished eating their scallops were clinging to my legs while quietly observing the situation.

    "Sorry. We are sold out!"

    The scallops ran out of stock in no time. People who hadn’t eaten yet walked away from the stall with disappointed expressions.
To be honest, I didn’t expect such thing to happen.

    "To be sold out so early, it’s my first time since setting the stall up. Niichan, sorry, you even had to help me~"
"Iya~ I was surprised that so many people came~"
"You don’t see such seasonings around here after all. The tempting appetizing smell makes it even better. Everyone would get attracted by it"

    From talking more, it appears that every stall only uses salt as seasoning.
I guess it will be delicious just because it’s fresh, but having the same taste in every shop……

    "Nevertheless, I had sold it because of the course of events, was that okay? Or……"

    The stall owner is fidgeting for some reason. He’s hesitating to ask something. Un, a fidgeting old man is not cute at all.
This is that. The same attitude Road-san had when I made Cream bread.

    "No problem. If you want to sell it, do as you please"
"Really!?"

    It’s just pouring over some seasoning, it’s not that different from the original dish.
It’s just――

    "However, please supply the seasoning by yourself"
"Of course!"

    If he uses up the soy sauce, he has to secure more by himself. I had to make that point clear.

    "Oh, right! Niichan, take this"

    The stall owner held out a bucket which was laying aside at the stall. Inside were without a doubt, scallops.
Are? Wasn’t he sold out?

    "These are slightly smaller than the ones I sell. The are smaller in size, but I can guarantee the taste"

    The stall owner says he can’t sell them, but they are big enough to eat.

    "Is that okay?"
"Sure. I think it’s little lacking as thanks, but please accept them"
"Thank you very much"

    After I had received the scallops, the owner went looking for a store selling soy sauce, so we have separated. Leaving the stall as is……

    "He left"
""Left~""

    Maa, the stalls on both sides should be owned by his acquaintances, so it’s probably okay……

    "Allen, Elena, you can still eat, right? What would you like to eat next~?"
""Ntone~…… That~""

    I made them wait a while, but let’s continue the breakfast?

    



    Chapter 50 – Water Dragon’s Scale

    After the meal, we have looked around the stalls in the morning market.
Anyhow, there are many marine products displayed. From the familiar fish and shellfish to colorful tropical fish. Sometimes, we would see poisonous fish, but all that was also edible seafood.
I was troubled what to buy because there were so many different kinds, but I have asked the people in charge for a recommendation and decided to buy that. Thereupon, before I realized, I have purchased a massive amount of marine products.
Honestly, have I bought too much? Is that I thought at first, but on Aetherdia, fish can be only obtained on the sea side, so I won’t be able to get more when we move inland. I have decided to buy as much as I can.
After finished shopping, we went through the morning market square and strolled along the shopping street. There, a Blacksmith caught my eye, so I decided to take a look.

    "Excuse me~"
"Ou. Customer?"

    When entering the store and calling out, an Oyaji-san showed his face from inside.

    "Would you be able to refine this?"

    What I show him is Leviathan’s―――Kaiser’s scale.
I have split them in suitable sizes.
When resting in the dungeon, I tried to break it with a tool and it unexpectedly easily broke just as Kaiser said.
It’s just that because it really broke, the fragments were sharp and could inflict an injury if carelessly touched.

    "Let me take a look. …… Not a stone. A scale? Nevertheless, it’s quite thick and heavy. Besides, this magical power……… No way!!!?"

    As expected, handing him a scale just as I received would be bad. I split it thinking such, but it seems it can’t escape a trained eye.
The blacksmith Oyaji-san stares at me in surprise.

    "This is not something that you can find on the ground"
"Ah~ Is that so~"

    Dragon scales don’t fall off easily.
No, I said it wrong. When it’s time for a dragon to replace its scales, the old scales will come off in its nest, you can hardly find dragon scales away from the dragon’s nest.
Another thing is that it can’t be obtained by hurting a dragon, it has to be defeated. However, aside from sub-dragons, superior dragons are something that humans seldom challenge.
Because of that, Leviathan’s scales are something to revere.
Oyaji-san asks me where did I find something that’s almost impossible to obtain at the market.

    "W, where did you get it?"
"…… It’s a present"
"Something so precious, who would just give it you!"
"That’s strictly confidental"
"………"

    Even if I say that I got it from Leviathan himself (dragon at roots)? he wouldn’t believe…… Rather, he would doubt my sanity.
He seems to be interested as a craftsman, but don’t inquire about it too deeply, please.

    "It’s natural that something like this has to be secret, huh…… so, you want me to polish this?"
"Yes. I don’t want to get hurt while carrying it. And then, I would like to make a hole big enough for a strap, but"
"Certainly, it would be dangerous if left as is. To scrap and polish to the degree that you won’t get injured…… Maa, I think I could manage somehow, but…… A hole would be impossible. If I’m to make a hole forcibly, it will break without a doubt"
"Eh, is that so?"

    …… Hey, Kaiser, I’m going to have a hard time making it into an ornament, though.
What should I do? I think it will be easy to lose by just putting it into a pocket~

    "Ou, Rudi! Rudius! Come here for a bit!"
"What’s the matter, Boss?"

    The Rudius that came from inside after being called by Oyaji-san is a slender man in his late twenties.
That would be the case~ As expected, this Oyaji-san is the boss here.

    "Are, a customer? tte, why is Boss tending the store?"
"Rather than that, are you able to make an ornament out of this?"
"N? What is this? A stone? Although beautiful, it doesn’t seem to be a gem. …… So, Master. This is?"
"A fragment of Water Dragon’s scale"
"Wwha!!? Seriously?"
"I have no doubts. He says he wants to make this into an ornament. You are good at that, aren’t you?"

    He’s a worker here, and it seems his specialty is craftsmanship rather than smithing.

    "I would like a pendant if possible, but"
"Please, wait a moment. Umm, polishing would be best. This is weaker than silver…… Then, maybe a holy silver……―――"

    Rudius-san smoothly draws a design on the paper at the counter.
It’s a pendant of a blue fragment of the scale enclosed in metal fringe. A fine design is carved on the metal parts.
Although simple, it’s quite delicate design. I like it.

    "How about this?"
"Looks wonderful. Allen, Elena, what do you think?"
"Cool~"
"Pretty~"

    Allen and Elena seem to like it too.

    "Can I request you to make that?"
"Because steel and silver would be defeated by this scale, I have to make it from materials that won’t lose out. Doing that will increase the price by a lot, but……"
"What kind of material would you use for example?"
"As expected, Mithril would be the best……"

    Oh, Mithril! As expected, it’s this mineral when it comes to fantasy!

    "Is the supply of the materials a problem?"
"Umm…… Boss! Is it okay to use the Mithril in the stock?"
"Yeah, there’s not enough left to make a weapon, but there should be enough for a pendant"

    The materials seem to be all right. I would like you to make it, but there’s one modification I would like to make in the design.

    "I would like to as for something other than a metal chain if possible"

    I am not fond of the jingling feeling around my neck. Therefore, something like a leather strap would be ideal if possible.

    "Other than metal, huh~ If not a monster leather…… Mithril Spider’s thread would be nice~ Boss~ Can’t we somehow get our hands on it~"
"Don’t be silly! How could we obtain something so precious t hat easily! Even if it appears on the market, it will get immediately bought!"

    Mithril Spider…… Isn’t that a rare monster than mutates after consuming Mithril?
The Mithril’s special characteristics appear on the web of the spider. Rather, it matches one of the items I have received from Syl……

    "Is this enough?"
"Eh!? Eeeeehーー!! I, isn’t that!! Mithril Spider’s threaaad~!! Why do you have it!?"

    When I retrieve Mithril Spider’s thread from《Infinite Storage》and show it to Rudius-san, he freaks out.

    "Water Dragon’s scale is one thing, but you even have Mithril Spider’s thread……"

    Boss sighs deeply.
I understood that it’s a rare material, but…… I see, so this is the normal reaction……
I have surprised a lot of people recently, so I feel that I’m getting immune to surprises.

    "Then, three of those, please"
"Haaaaa!?"

    When I take another two scale fragments, he freaks out again.
Un. I knew he would have such reaction.

    "Three you say… perhaps!?"
"It’s for these children, you know?"

    If Kaiser is able to sense us because of that, I would definitely like for Allen and Elena to carry them too.

    "How extravagant!"
"When it comes to Water Dragon’s scales, there are some water-related benefits, after all, "
"…… That’s certainly the case, but…… However, I really appreciate that I would be able to make goods out of these rare materials. Then, since I will be making three, can I change the design, so they are not all the same?"
"Yes, I don’t mind. Especially Elena’s… I would like this child’s design to be more girlish. Isn’t that so, Elena?"
"Un!"

    I don’t mind a simple one, but Elena’s should be more cute, right?
When confirming with her, she returned a positive reply. It seems a cute one would be better as expected.

    "What about Allen? Do you have a request?"
"N~?"

    It seems Allen doesn’t have any special request. He tilted his head for a bit, then shook left and right.
The two are always in sync, but they display their individual personalities at times like these.

    "Then, what do you want to do about the scales’ powder that comes out during the polishing? Do you want to take it?"
"Powder? Are you not disposing of it?"
"You, that’s Water Dragon’s Scale, you know! Its powder is a wonderful material! Just by mixing it with molten metal while making armor will increase its hardness dramatically, you know!!"

    …… I got scolded.
I see, even the powder can be used…… It seems that Kaiser’s scale is just that precious.
In the end, I decided to let the shop keep the powder, and they deducted it from the fee. Kaiser wouldn’t probably mind just this much powder.
Or rather, it would only collect dust in《Infinite Storage》if I kept it.

    Once the order was complete, Rudius-san immediately returned to the back of the workshop with the materials.
With this, Kaiser’s scale will be safely turned into ornaments. I can’t wait for the completed goods~

    



    Chapter 51 – Wicked Snake Skin and Allen’s Request

    "Ah, that’s right. Boss, is it also possible to order protective gear made with self-brought materials?"
"Of course. What’s the material? Considering it’s lad, it must be leather and not metal?"
"Yes, that’s right. Can you make it with this?"

    I retrieve a part of Evil Viper’s skin from《Infinite Storage》and show it to Boss.
I remembered that I wanted to make armor from this for myself and naturally for Allen and Elena as well.

    "Wwha!? T, the hell is this!! This lustrous color. The quality of magical power…… Perhaps, is it Evil Viper!?"
"That’s correct. You recognized it as well"

    Boss has recognized Evil Viper at a glance.
Craftsmen are amazing. Unless I use appraisal, I can’t tell from what monster the material is.

    "Again! Taking out valuable things as toys. Seriously, where do you get your hands on all of this!!"
"Ah~ I have defeated that one"

    Unlike Kaiser’s scale, I have sold Evil Viper to the guild. Because he could find out if he checked, I answered honestly.

    "What you say!? You are an adventurer? What’s your rank?"
"A-Rank, more or less"
"Seriously!?"

    I’m aware that I don’t look strong.
However, I have asked for armor in the first place, though? Did he think that I’m not an adventurer, but just need armor for traveling?

    "I thought you weren’t ordinary, but……. A-Rank, huh. Even though I have thought that I had an eye for adventurers after working for so many years…… You can’t judge people by their appearances, huh"

    Ah, that. That’s similar to the words of the Shirin’s Adventurer’s Guild’s Guild Master. It appears that my condition is mismatched.

    "Sorry…… I strayed away from the talk. So, protective armor, right? This is a rarely seen first-class material. If you want to use it, let me make it, by all means"
"Can you do Enchantment? I would like to have automatic size adjustment, but"

    Enchantment means to give weapons, armors, accessories, or tools a magic effect.
Strengthening the tools, increasing durability…… There are many kinds of magic effects.

    "Enchantment, huh~…… Certainly, if you use a material like this, you would like to have Enchantment~ But, that is impossible for me. Craftsmen who would be able to do that can be found only in the capital"
"Is that so?"

    I see, so it’s not possible, after all~
People who can use Enchantment magic are few, to begin with. Furthermore, it rarely happens that such person is also a production craftsman.
Even if they are not a craftsman, locating someone who can do it and asking them to apply magic is also quite difficult.

    "I wanted to make boots for these children, but……"

    The boots we are wearing now is what Syl has actually prepared for us, it has automatic size, and automatic temperature adjustments, automatic repairment, dirt prevention effect, the boots are super first-class items.
However, I’m worried about the defensive aspect. Especially for Allen and Elena whose core is kicking.
Therefore, I thought of getting them battle-oriented boots that emphasized defense, but…… If the boots are made with Evil Viper’s skin, they should be resistant to both physical and magical attacks.
But you see~ Allen and Elena will only grow from now on. As expected, without automatic size adjustment, the shoes will become small all too soon.
There’s really no problem in making new shoes whenever they get bigger. I can earn enough money to buy good ones every time.
It’s just that we live a life where we move a lot because we are not settling in one place, I won’t be able to predict the timing to make new ones, the days involved in the production, etc.
But, after all, I’d like to make sure the shoes are perfect. N~ It appears that getting excellent armor is not as easy as it looks……

    "For children? That’s some extravagance again. But, as the children grows, the size adjustments will be needed even more, right~ Kwu~ Even though it was finally my chance to handle a good material~"

    Should I give on making the children’s boots this time? The current boots are sufficient enough for now.
Besides, it seems that I will be able to find a craftsman that can do Enchantment in the capital, so I should endure until then. That person might be able to make something excellent.
Boss looks very regrettable that he can’t process the Evil Viper’s skin…… He’s drowning in sorrow.
N~ Equipment that needs Enchantment would be impossible, but――

    "My breastplate and so on――"
"Of course! Leave it to me!!"

    …… I couldn’t speak until the end.
I see. He wanted to use the Evil Viper skin that much.

    "Also, I would like to request gloves as well"

    I would like a breastplate that could protect the heart. Ah~ But, wouldn’t vest or something be better?
Also, gloves for gathering. The gloves from normal leather are enough for the moment, but it will become a necessity depending on the plants.
Herbs that releases electricity when held, herbs that has to be held while blocking its magical power, there are many special plants.
I would probably want to pick them if found.

    "Gloves! Those are certainly for lad, right?"
"Yes, that’s right~ And then, a gauntlet? I would like something that could cover my arm"
"Gauntlet? Not from metal, but leather? No, this leather is stronger than some metals, but. Or is it not a protective gear?"
"I keep a hawk. When that child lands on my arm, his claws digs in a little"

    It’s alright at the moment if Bolt gently lands, but I thought I should have one just in case. I should just have one made.

    "Ah, so that’s it. That’s just one arm then. Let’s take the measurements first"
"Ah, yes…… N?"

    When Boss was about to start taking my measurements, Allen was pulling on my clothes.

    "What’s wrong, Allen?"
"Allen wants too~"
"N? You want gloves?"
"Uun. Bolt’s~"

    Bolt’s? …… Ah!

    "Allen wants to hold Bolt on his arms as well?"
"Un!"

    Allen unusually requested something on his own.
And it being a gauntlet for Bolt, what an adorable request.
Come to think of it, he was looking at the swords and armors since we have entered this store. As a boy, he would be interested in such things, after all?

    "Alright. Let’s make one for Allen as well"
"Really~! Yatta~!"
"How about Elena?"
"N~?"

    Allen was very pleased when I decided to have one made on for Allen too.
When I asked Elena if she wants a gauntlet for Bolt as well, she shook her head like she doesn’t need it. On the contrary to before, Elena did not show interest this time.

    "Then, Boss. Make a gauntlet for this child as well, please"
"I don’t mind making it, but what do you want to do about the leather? You are surely not telling me to make this child’s gauntlet from Evil Viper skin too?"
"Ah~"

    I wouldn’t mind it being made from Evil Viper skin just like mine, but if I tell that to Boss it would probably seem too outrageous~

    "Let’s see~ A material that wouldn’t get pierced by the hawk’s claws while being light enough to not become a burden to this child. Anything is fine, would you be able to find an appropriate one?"

    If the Evil Viper skin is not used, I don’t know what else may be good. It would be better to leave this to Boss.

    "I see, in that case, leave it to me. That’s right, why don’t I make the gauntlet larger and fix the arm portion with straps? If I do that, he may keep on using it even after he grows to some extent"
"Yes. Thank you very much. Do that please"

    What a delightful suggestion. It would be better if it could get adjusted with straps.
I immediately approved of Boss’s suggestion.

    "Allen, is there anything else you want?"
"No, is fi~ne!"

    Oya? He showed interest so I had thought he would like some kind of weapon or something, but…… Was he just curious?
Maa, isn’t that good for the moment?
I only have to buy him a weapon when he becomes bigger and interested.

    After confirming our orders, we have left the store.
It will take about one week for all the items to be ready. I’m looking forward to finished products~

    



    Chapter 52 – Promotion

    (Yaa, Takumi-san. You seem well)

    We came across a temple while strolling around the town, so I decided to stop by for the first time in a while.
When I entered inside, I went towards the stone statue and spoke to Syl as usual. Then, Syl immediately replied.

    (Maa, that’s so. Rather than that Syl, I have heard about Allen and Elena)

    I inform him that I know that Allen and Elena are Water God’s children just in case.
Syl might have already known that I know, though.

    (…… Un. Sorry for keeping silent about it)
(I understand that Syl wasn’t at fault)
(Un, thank you)
(More importantly that that, what is Allen’s and Elena’s father doing?)
(………)

    Syl became silent at my question. It appears he can’t tell me.

    (…… I understand, I understand)

    Haa…… I won’t hear more than this…… In the first place, I did not expect to hear much.
Nevertheless, Allen’s and Elena’s father――Just what kind of person is Water God-sama? As the appearances of Syl’s statue is exactly the same, there won’t probably be much difference from his statue, right?
Water God-sama’s appearances are the complete opposite of Syl’s androgynous-like look. He gives off very manly impression.
Naturally, he’s handsome. Besides, that. Hoso macho. How envious~
Muscles are something I have yearned for in a period of my life. However, since I was no good at exercising and muscles were hard to attain. Hoso macho…… that was a dream within a dream……
Oops, the talk got off point. Umm…… right, right appearances. Allen and Elena are also good-looking. I feel like they resemble Water God…… not that much?
Honestly, I can’t tell. Because the statue is all white, I can’t tell hair color and such~
I have a certain feeling that Water God-sama may be happy-go-lucky. As far as looking at the communication between Syl and Water God-sama’s Chief retainer. They seem to have some hardships.
Maa, isn’t that okay? If he butted in now and took Allen and Elena away, I would be lonely.

    Ah, right, right. I wanted to ask Syl something today.

    (Naa, Syl. (Temporary) has disappeared from the retainer in the race row, what does that mean?)

    Right. A short after meeting Kaiser and acquiring【Telepathy】skill, I confirmed my status. At that time, I noticed that the (Temporary) had disappeared from the race row before I noticed.

    (Un. Takumi-san, congratulations on your promotion)
(Haa?)
(Takumi-san has officially become my retainer~)
(Haaaa!?)

    In my slightly absentminded ears, I hear Syl clapping his hands.

    (It was slightly faster than I have expected~It was almost as planned)

    ………… Moreover, it was planned? You should have told me beforehand.
Rather, what is with this official retainer business! I didn’t hear anything about that.
As if perceiving my mind’s voice, Syl begins explaining regarding the official retainers.

    (To become official retainer you see~ A symbol or perhaps should I say each has a role bestowed upon them when they become fully qualified)

    Eh, symbol? Role?

    (In other words, you are giving me work?)
(N~ It’s slightly different from work? In short, you look after your symbol. By the way, I’m the[Wind])
(So, what about me?)
(………)
(Syl?)
(……… It’s[Nurture]and[Education])
(……… Eh?)

    Wait a moment…… What did Syl just say? …… Nurture and Education?
Why did something like that become my symbol? Is it related to Allen and Elena?

    (Are? But, can something like that be a symbol of Wind God’s retainer?)

    Because I’m Wind God’s retainer, nurture and education must be under Syl’s jurisdiction, right? He doesn’t have such image, though.

    (That’s wrong![Nurture]and[Education]is Malianor-sama’s territory! It can’t be helped because Takumi-san has received Malianor-sama’s blessing, but~ Takumi-san is my retainer, you know? Why don’t you have a role related to the wind!?)

    N? What, Syl unusually lost his temper…… Did I possibly touch a subject that shouldn’t be touched?
Did Syl lose his temper because my symbol is not related to the wind? Wich reminds me, he was making a fuss when it came to the attribute of the contracted beast too.
But, this is not something I can fix.

    (It’s not as I have decided it, so there’s nothing I can do, right?)
(That is true, but……)

    He’s like a sulking child……

    (So, what should I do from now on?)
(Ah, yes. Umm, although you have become an official retainer, you will be alright if you continue as you were)
(Is that so?)
(Yes. As you know, nurturing those children is a sufficient duty. You are right on the mark. Ah, right! Takumi-san, there are items for you from Fire God)
(Haa!? Syl, wait a moment……――)

    ――Piron♪

    Suddenly, Syl recalled some items and sent them to me. Before I could stop him, an electric sound of atrocity resounded…… When I timidly looked at the window screen, items with fire attributes were listed one after another. And outrageous amount at that.
Again!
This is really so abrupt I don’t know what’s what anymore. Why is Fire God-sama sending me items?

    (Syl, I don’t know the reason behind this, but……)
(It’s gratitude for development of cooking on Aetherdia)
(N……?)

    Development of cooking…… what is he talking about?

    (Takumi-san, Kashi-pan is popular in Shirin, right? Currently, far from the whole Guardia, that Kashi-pan is spreading to other countries, you know~ Also the soup called miso you have made on the expedition with the Knights. That has already become Shirin’s staple product, you know!)

    Eh? That’s news.
I saw Kashi-pan while walking around Bailey, so I thought that it was already introduced there~ but, isn’t it too early to spread to other countries?
I certainly made a miso soup during the expedition with the Knights. The Knights who tasted it asked how to make it, so I have taught them the existence of miso, but…… Not only the Knights but a staple of Shirin?

    (Besides, the soy sauce dish you have cooked with will probably spread immediately as well. That will spread in no time, you know?)
(Soy sauce dish? tte, that thing, butter and soy sauce! There certainly was a queue for that, but wasn’t that just because it was unusual? That’s exaggerated~)
(I think that Takumi-san doesn’t know, but there has been no development of cooking on Aetherdia in the last several hundred years, you know? Although there were some changes, there were no new dishes that got popular like those of Takumi-san)
(You jest～)

    That’s ridiculous. There’s no way there was no development in several hundred years, right?
I guess Syl is exaggerating a bit.

    (There really was no development. That’s why nearly every dish no matter what ingredients is salt-based)

    Certainly…… The meals we ate at the Inn were mostly seasoned with just salt.
If it’s only ingredients, it’s not that different from Earth, no…… it’s more abundant than that. Because there are the same ingredients as on Earth, then there are ingredients that drop from monsters, the number of ingredients is absolutely higher on Aetherdia.
But, even though the dishes aren’t bad, there’s not much variety.
Eeh!? Then, there really was no development for several hundred years!?

    (If you eat an ingredient that is[Exquisite]just as it is, people will stop devising further, after all)
(………… I see)

    Ah~ I think I can understand that~
Rather than untactfully seasoning meat, simply seasoning it with salt may give it the best taste or a supreme fruit that’s said to make you happy just by eating it as it is.
Rather than honing their cooking skills, they rather concentrate their efforts on how to obtain such ingredient.

    (Because of that, the Fire God was in great joy. Cooking is Fire God’s territory, after all. Therefore, that’s the gratitude for that. Also, the bestowal of 【Fire Magic】skill and contracted beast has been prepared)

    How grandiose. But, I would be glad to use fire magic. There are monsters that wind and water have a bad affinity with, after all. It’s not a bad thing to have at hand.
Also, a contracted beast, huh~ Now after it has come so far, I have no problems with having one more beast. I’m just worried about what kind of child it is.

    (Listen well, Takumi-san. Next time, please do your best in the wind territory, okay!)

    Although Syl has reminded me of that, it’s not something I can aim towards so it’s impossible. Give up.

    



    Chapter 53 – Playing in Water

    ""Ukyaa~""
[Wafu~][Gau~]

    The next day after arriving in the town of Bailey. I brought Allen and Elena to an unpopular coast. I had remembered that when we arrived at the sea, we have immediately met with Mirena-san and went to the mermaid village, so we couldn’t thoroughly enjoy the beach.
After arriving at the sea, Allen and Elena together with the summoned Joule and Feat charged into the sea.

    ""Take~""
[Wafu][Gau]
""Ukyaa~""
[Wafu~n][Gau~]

    It appears that they have begun playing in the seawater at the shallow. Allen and Elena are splashing water at Feat and Joule with both of their hands.
They are not wearing the mermaid bracelets today. Because of that, Allen and Elena who went in fully clothed are drenched from head to toes. Maa, something like this may be good once in a while.

    "Is Bolt not going to play?"
[Piii, pii]

    He’s probably saying"I will have to decline". Bolt quietly stays on my shoulder.
I gently stroke Bolt and sit on the sandy beach while watching the children play.

    [Wafu][Gau]
""Hiya~""

    Ah, Joule and Feat threw themselves on Allen and Elena, and a light basha~n noise resounded from the sea.
Oh boy. Maa, Joule, and Feat didn’t throw themselves on them with their full power, so they are probably not injured.

    ――Buruburuburuburu.

    ""Unya~!!""

    When Allen and Elena got up, Joule and Feat shook, and all of the water in their fur flew out.
Ah~ That will of course splash water everywhere……
After finishing splashing water, Joule and Feat run away at full speed.

    "Joule!!"
"Feat!!"

    Allen and Elena began chasing after Joule and Feat who ran away.
Because Joule and Feat are not running away seriously, Allen and Elena catch up immediately, jump on and hug the backs of the two animals.

    ""Caught~""

    Maa, they usually act as ordinary pets, but they are without a doubt, S-Rank beasts. If Joule and Feat were escaping seriously, as expected Allen and Elena wouldn’t be able to catch them so easily.

    ""Kyaa~""
[Wafu][Gau]

    This time, Allen and Elena started running away. Joule and Feat chase after them. That’s definitely the game of tag.

    ""Ah, crab~""

    While running around, chasing each other, a Sand Crab appeared before the two children and two animals.

    [Wafu]

    It was Joule’s turn to escape this time, so the Sand Crab got blown away by the legs of the running Joule. Peshi, Joule just lightly touched it with its forepaw. And yet, the Sand Crab got blown off and ceased to move.
Oi, oi, that was heartless just now…… it felt as if Joule was walking along the road and kicked a pebble. The opponent was a monster, but being knocked down before the battle even started is somewhat pitiful.

    [Pii]

    Bolt caught the Sand Crab that washed ashore in its feet and brought it to me.
It seems that both Joule and Bolt are pleased with the securing of the spoils of war. Let’s at least make something delicious from it.

    ――Basha

    "Uwa!!"

    W, what!?
The weather was nice and warm, so I have apparently dozed off a little. Then, a lot of water was came flying towards me…… I’m drenched from head to toes.

    ""Ehehehe~""
[Wafu~][Gau~]

    We have done it, I saw children making such expressions. It seems that the children have splashed me with water.

    [Piii]

    Bolt has cried in a worry, but Bolt himself shrewdly evacuated. If you had enough time to evacuate, I would like you to inform me as well……

    "Hey, you guys!"
""Ukya~""
[Wafu~][Gau~]

    When I stood up, pretending to be angry, they have entered the sea. Then, the two children and two animals escape while swimming. Seeing how good time they have, they must know that I’m not really mad.
I stop at the depth where the water hits my knees, manipulate the seawater with water magic and make a large wave. I send that wave towards the children.
It’s that. The wave pool that’s in certain water parks. It has such feeling.
The wave washes the children bodies which floated on the sea surface ashore.

    ""Kyahaha~""

    Allen and Elena were smiling after being swept by a wave. It seems they found it amusing.

    "Onii~cha~n♪"
"One mo~re♪"

    Allen and Elena who were carried ashore swam back to the open sea and requested me to do it again.

    "Here, it’s coming~"
""Ye~s""

    I make a wave with magic one more time, and the wave carries Allen and Elena back.

    ""Kyahaha~""

    Allen’s and Elena’s laughter resounded again.
Because they apparently liked it, they asked me[One more time][One more time]many times over. Answering to their request, I repeat using water magic. This is unexpectedly good practice for water magic. After repeating it around ten times――

    ――Piron♪

    "Oh"

    This sound…… has the contracted beast that the Fire God sent arrived?

    



    Chapter 54 – Man-Eating Lion

    I heard an electric sound just like when Feat and Bolt came, a big animal appeared in my field of vision and then it approached me.

    "Haa!?"

    …… Surely…… not?
A big lion with red fur has appeared in front of me.
Elephant size? Ah but, I have never seen an elephant up close so I can’t say for sure. But, it would be at least such size.

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Status
【Name】
【Race】Scarlet King Leo (Takumi’s Contracted beast)
【Age】7
【Level】33
【Skills】
Fire Magic | Claw Slash | Roar | Charge | Crush
Shrink | Night Vision | Presence Detection

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Uwaa~…… an outrageous animal has turned up.
When I immediately check using appraisal, it’s without a doubt the contracted beast that the Flame God-sama has sent for me.
Scarlet King Leo is an S-Rank monster. Moreover, it’s ferocious monster often called with names such as[Man-Eating Lion],[Bloodthirsty Lion]or[Red Devil].
I have nothing to criticize about its fighting power, but…… this, I can’t possibly take it along?
No matter how you look, isn’t it a target of fear?

    "You have been sent by the Fire God-sama, right?"
[Garuru]

    Un, just a little purr is so powerful because of its size.

    "Ah~ Best regards. Umm, right…… Vector. You are Vector"
[Garu]

    Is he happy? It looks fierce, but isn’t it unexpectedly affable?

    "Ah~ Vector. Could you become smaller? I can’t see your face like this"
[Garu]

    When I said so, Vector shone slightly and turned into a large-breed dog size lion.
A~…… Vector’s appearances are very characteristic so even though he became the size of a large dog, he’s still a red lion.
…… This, won’t it be revealed right away that he’s Scarlet King Leo even though he became small?

    ""Vector~?""
[Garu]

    Before I noticed, Allen and Elena approached Vector. Not only the children, even the senior contracted beast came near.

    "Allen, Elena. Vector is also one of our children starting today. Get along well~"
""Un""
"Joule, Feat, and Bolt too. It’s our new companion. Be good to each other~"
[Wafu][Gau][Pii]

    Putting aside the appearances, I prepare a collar for Vector at once. Would a matching one with Joule and others alright?

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    When I got out of the sea, I fixed our soaking wet appearances with life magic’s《Washing》and《Dry》.
After that I prepared the magic tools for Vector――A similar collar and bracelet Joule and Feat have.

    "Here comes~ There~"
[Wafu]
"Here as well~ There~"
[Gau]

    Vector became completely familiar with everyone and begun to play on the sandy beach.
Right now, Allen and Elena are throwing balls made of wood, and the contracted beasts are fetching them.

    "Vector too~"
"Here comes~"
[Garu]

    After Joule’s and Feat’s turn, it was Vector’s turn next. But――

    ""Are~?""
"O, oi? Vector, where are you going~?"

    Vector went past the thrown ball and started vigorously running. And then, he suddenly disappeared from my sight.
Should I chase after him? While thinking so, Vector immediately returned.

    "………?"

    N? Vector is holding something in his mouth…… Wwha!!?

    "Uwa! Vector. What’s that in your mouth!?"

    Vector came with a person in his mouth.
It’s a woman. Vector holds a woman by the nape of her neck and running while dragging her body along.
When seeing from afar, I though it was blood because I saw red. However, it wasn’t blood, but her long red hair.
Don’t startle me like that…… I thought for a moment that Vector had bitten a person to death.
When Vector returned to my side, goron, he dropped the person in his mouth on the ground.

    "He, hey! Are you all right!?"

    I confirm the woman’s safety in a panic.
There was no response when I shook with her. It’s no doubt that she’s alive, but…… has she blacked out?

    "……… Zzz"

    No, wrong…… she’s sleeping… huh…….

    ""Sleeping~?""
"…… Seems like it"

    Munyamunya, I can hear a faint sleeper’s breath. How can she sleep so soundly in such situation?
This, is she really just sleeping? But, I don’t see any external wounds~

    "Uu…… hungry……"

    …… Moreover, it appears that she’s hungry. How carefree~
First of all, let’s confirm her status――

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Status
【Name】Vivian
【Race】Demon (Vampire)
【Occupation】Operative
【Age】147
【Level】54
【Skills】
Dagger Technique | Throwing
Darkness Magic | Life Magic
Dismantling | Fathom | Concealment | Leap
Stealthy Steps | Night vision
Lockpicking | Trap Disarm | Compounding
Magic Attack Resistance | Abnormal Status Resistance
【Titles】
Red Rose Princess

    ＝＝＝＝＝

    Truly startling contents.
Rather, she’s a demon! Moreover, a vampire!
Demons on Aetherdia have the same treatment as the coexisting Elves and Dwarves. Hostile against humans or worshipping Maou that wants to destroy the world…… they are not such beings. There are just fewer in numbers than other races while living longer lives.
At a glance, this person is no different from a human. Moreover, she seems to be of the same generation as me, yet she’s 147 years old. How long was the life span of vampire again? Were they able to easily live past a millennium?
Her skill composition is incredible!
It may be just my imagination, but her skills are as if an assassination was her family business. She’s actually an operative.

    "Vector, was this person collapsed over there?"
[Garu]
"I see"

    Vector purred proudly for some reason. He probably tried to give a helping hand.

    "But, Vector. Dragging along is no good. This is a sandy beach, you could have injured her"
[Garu~n…]

    Vector is obviously disheartened.

    "N, no, I’m not angry. Be more careful next time, okay?"
[Garu!]

    I’m not angry, but I must discipline him, so he doesn’t go around picking up strange things. I thought such.
Nevertheless, what to do about this person……

    ――Guu~~~

    ……………
It’s almost noon, shall I prepare the lunch~
The meal would get covered with sand here so let’s move somewhere else first……

    



    Chapter 55 – Revenge

    This happened a few days after arriving at the town of Shirin.

    ◆ ◆ ◆

    "Excuse me"
"Ou, welcome"
"I heard you sell white wheat here, do you have it?"
"White wheat? We have it"

    Right. White wheat! Today, I have come to purchase rice.
White wheat is not popular, so people who know of it and stores that sell it are few, so I had troubles finding it. I visited a store from a store and finally found it.
I got onigiri and boiled rice from Syl, but it wasn’t that much. I’m glad I could find it before running out.
I don’t dislike bread, but as expected, as a Japanese, I want to regularly eat rice.

    "What Niisan, you keep cattle?"
"No. That’s not the case, but can I purchase it?"
"Ou. That’s no problem. I will bring it, wait a moment"

    As expected, it appears that White wheat does not have any other use than feeding the domestic animals. Therefore, rather than saying that I’m going to “eat it” and being looked at with strange eyes, it’s better to deceive somehow.
The shopkeeper brought a jute bag with White wheat from inside the store. From the looks of it, it’s about five kg.

    "Is this alright?"

    When I confirm the bag contents, it’s indeed a rice!
Neatly polished white grains of rice are inside the bag. I imagined it would have rice husks, or it would not be unpolished, but it’s unexpectedly in a good bearing.
This can be used immediately.

    "I would like a little more, but do you have more?"
"I don’t mind. How much would you like?"
"…… How much are you selling?"

    If it can be bought, I want to secure rather a lot.
Because there’s no quality improvement, I think that the taste will be less than that of Japan’s rice, but it’s better than life without rice.
Even if it’s not good to eat as white rice, depending on the seasonings, risotto or Chinese fried rice should be no problem.

    "We have currently four bags in the store altogether. There’s no problem selling all of it. We would have to stock up for more which would take time"

    Four bags…… around twenty kg, huh.

    "If there’s no problem selling them, I will purchase all four bags"
"Ooh, I alright. I will carry them out"

    I buy out all White wheat from the store and leave the store chuckling to myself.

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    "Now then, since there’s no rice cooker, it’s the pot. Can I do it well, I wonder……"

    I started preparing outside the city to try making rice with White wheat.

    ――Piron♪

    N?
Before I even tried to start to cook the rice, I heard an electrical sound inside my head.

    "It’s Syl, isn’t it? ……《Open》"

    When I opened the menu screen, a new item has appeared on the item list.

    "Ooh, this is!"

    Rice cooker! A rice cooker that uses fire magic stone instead of electrical outlets has been delivered to me. Usage is the same as the electrical one, insert rice and water and switch on! It appears to automatically stop when the rice is done.
It seems that it can’t retain the warmth because it’s just a tool to cook, but this is still wonderful.
Gratitude to Syl! Thank you!!
After immediately taking it out of《Infinite Storage》and using it, the rice was done in ten minutes. It’s faster than fast cooking! Very wonderful!

    "Hot…… ngu"

    I tried eating the cooked rice right away.
Ah, it tastes normal. It won’t be a problem using it like white rice.

    "Allen, Elena. Ahh~"

    Allen and Elena were fixedly jii~… staring at me, so when I presented the spoon with rice in front of them, the two pakan opened their mouths. They look like little chicks wanting to get fed.
When I put the rice in each’s mouth, the two mogumogu savor the taste.

    "How is it?"
""…… Delish~""
"I see. I’m glad"

    Allen and Elena smile slightly.
I think that I’m really glad that rice suits the two’s tastes. I would prepare something different for them if they didn’t like it, but as expected, I would be a little sad if they didn’t like rice.

    Now then, shall I make the remaining rice into easy to eat onigiri?
However, there’s no nori. Moreover, I’m worried that the salt won’t hold it together, so I’d like to at least use as a garnish… garnish, huh…… because I have not obtained ingredients for seafood yet, I don’t have salmon or cod…… for the same reason okaka, kombu, and seaweed can’t be cooked.
Tuna-mayo…… I don’t have tuna. Rather, how do you prepare tuna? Soak the tuna fillet in oil and heat at a low temperature? Let’s try after getting my hands on tuna.
Tenmusu? Again……. shrimps are also ingredients from the sea……
Thinking like this, there are many ingredients of the sea used with rice, aren’t there~
Other than sea…… umeboshi? I do have plum-like fruit, but it’s no umeboshi.
Leaf mustard? I have something resembling which it could be made from, but I’m bad at it so it’s rejected.
I need to prepare chicken while cooking rice. It’s not possible this time, but the ingredients are likely to gather, so let’s try next time.
Muu~ What else is thereee? I unexpectedly can’t remember…….

    ◆ ◆ ◆

    In the end, I had no choice, but to preserve the rice in the《Infinite Storage》that day.
Therefore, with the ingredients I have bought at the harbor’s morning market, I will take my revenge!

    What I’m preparing is a grilled salmon-like fish.
I made a fake tuna-mayo with a tinge of red slices of tuna-like fish. I think it turned out quite well.
The rest is seasoned with minced kombu and soy sauce. I finely chopped the katsuobushi in order to prepare okaka.
I have also prepared a nori-looking seaweed. First, I washed the seaweed well, finely chopped it, stretched it thin and flat, removed the moisture with water magic, and dried it using life magic’s《Dry》.
The texture was a little rough, but it turned out to be a proper nori. You can do it if you try!

    Now then, let’s cook the rice. I prepared the ingredients and nori. Ah, also the salt. I splurged a little and bought the best salt.
Now then, all that’s left is to shape it!

    "Yosh, it’s done!"

    After shaping a large amount of onigiri, I made a soup using the Sand Crab’s legs.

    "Everyone~ The meal is done~"
""Mea~l""
[Kyan][Na~][Pii][Garu]

    To my call, the children were playing slightly further away, rushed back all at once.
Because I don’t know when Vivian-san will wake up, I had Joule and Feat turn into their small forms and gave up on Bolt’s and Vector’s situation.
I’m thinking of deceiving by saying that I contracted them when they were weakened or when they were small.

    "…… Zzz…… N? Meal!?"

    While thinking so, Vivian-san has awakened.

    "Meal. Where is the meal~?"

    Somehow… although beauty, she feels like a woman with a plenty of unfortunates……

    



    Chapter 56 – Regrettable Beauty

    ""Itadakima~su""
[Kyan][Na~][Pii][Garu]

    Allen and Elena began eating the onigiri and soup slowly on the plates I served in front of them after doing before meal manners.
The Contracted beasts properly imitated the two and begun eating.
When I saw everyone start to eat, I offered onigiri and soup to Vivian-san who was enviously looking at the children.

    "Is that okay!? Wa~ Itadakimasu!"

    Because the children started eating first, Vivian-san was able to judge that onigiri is food, but “I wonder what this is……” she started eating after hesitating. However, after two, three bites, she started stuffing her cheeks in a trance.

    "Hagu, hagu…… ngun, gu……"

    She offered the onigiri to her stomach with a great vigor. Baku, baku, baku, such sound effects could be heard.

    "Allen, Elena. These are yours, so eat slowly, okay?"

    It appears Allen and Elena thought that the unrestricted Vivian-san would eat even their shares. They sped up their eating speed in a hurry.
But, the two became relieved after my caution and nodded while chewing with stuffed cheeks, restoring their pace of eating.

    "By the way, it seems you collapsed because of hunger, but what happened?"
"Ngu! Ngun, gu!"
"No…… it’s fine after you finish eating……"
"Ngu!"

    When I asked what happened, Vivian-san started talking with her mouth crammed with onigiri.
I have no idea what she’s saying, her manners are bad. Because it’s no good for Allen and Elena to imitate her, I decided to talk after the meal.
Then, Vivia-san resumed eating silently.
Nonetheless, she can eat well……

    "Iya~ I’m stuffed~ Thank you for the meal"

    The massive amount of onigiri disappeared just like that.

    "Ah, I’m called Vivian. Vivi or Vivian, call me however you like. Incidentally, what was that from a little while ago~ I have never eaten something like that~"
"Yeah, it’s white wheat cooked in water"
"White wheat, is it? That feed for domestic animals?"

    Ah, I did it now…… rice on Aetherdia is used as feed for domestic animals, isn’t it? I completely forgot.

    "I’m sorry. Because we eat White White as everyday meals in my hometown, I ended up offering it to you without thinking. Have I offended you?"
"No, no. It was delicious, so there’s no problem. Nevertheless, the white wheat, huh~ I have no idea it was something so delicious~"

    Even after hearing about the white wheat, Vivian-san wasn’t offended. Rather, she seems to have liked it. I’m glad……
I have to be more careful to what I offer to people from now on. Some people would misunderstand or be insulted, after all.

    "Iya~ Oniisan is skilled at cooking, aren’t you~ Are? Oniisan? Or is it Papa-san?"

    Before I noticed, Vivian-san was talking to Allen and Elena.

    ""……? Onii~chan""

    Allen and Elena who should not have any vigilance towards Vivian-san hesitated for a moment and answered.
…… I wonder what happened?
Since Vivian-san is here, I shouldn’t haste to confirm. I must not forget to check later.

    "So it was Oniisan~ But, the reaction was bad, wasn’t it~ Are you perhaps, in fact, Papa-san?"
"I’m the elder brother……"

    It seems Vivian-san noticed Allen and Elena hesitating too.
Rather, what is she thinking, this person……

    "I’m sorry~ People’s secrets are my favorite food! Uncovering hidden things is fun, isn’t it~"
"……"

    Vivian-san――no, just Vivian, should be fine now……
Vivian notices my “amazement” and starts speaking even more.
I don’t think it can be called impressive, but maa, it’s most likely"Hobby=Work"in her case.

    "So, why did you collapse, Vivian?"
"Iya~ I wonder why?"
"…… Don’t ask me"

    …… This person, is she playing around?

    "Umm, umm…… ah, that’s right! I have remembered! I have moved out of the town, but I forgot to purchase food. That’s why I endured on the local procurement, but there was no harvest for the past two, three days……"
"When you notice you don’t have food, return to the town!"
"Ooh! That’s certainly true. Iya~ I will somehow manage~ I thought so and didn’t pay further attention to it!"
"……"
"Right, right, I have to report in Albert Town for my work, but where is this?"
"…… Here is nearby of the town of Bailey"
"Aree?"

    Albert Town is in the east of Bailey, it’s a town in the south of the royal capital.
I don’t know which town Vivian has departed from, but if she didn’t cross the sea on a ship from a foreign country, being in Bailey’s surroundings is strange.

    "How strange? Maa but, I still have plenty of time to report, so it will be okay! Right, right, this time’s job was too easy~ I had to do a background investigation on the marriage partner of a certain noble lady, but the target of the investigation was a man. Surprisingly, he kept a commoner’s daughter in the house! That was so impressive~ He had no intention to hide it. The story came out just after asking a servant a little. Honestly, I didn’t even have to infiltrate as a seravant~"

    No, I have not asked about the contents of your work…… why have you stuck out your tongue out after talking!

    "Oops, even though I have time to report, I shouldn’t take it too slow, right? Then, I’m going okay~ Ah, right. This is my thanks for the meal"

    Vivian who suddenly stood unfastened the bag on her waist and presented me several small bottles filled with some liquids.

    "You don’t have to mind it really"
"No, no, please accept it"

    Vivan forcibly pushed the small bottles in my hands.
…… I wonder what this is?

    ＝＝＝＝＝
【Drops of Crimson Rose】
A vampire specially made aphrodisiac.
Immediate effect. The effect lasts approximately four to five hours.
Excellent product with no side effects. Women exclusive use.
＝＝＝＝＝

    ＝＝＝＝＝
【Drops of White Rose】
A vampire specially made energy drug.
Immediate effect. The effect lasts approximately four to five hours.
Excellent product with no side effects. Men exclusive use.
＝＝＝＝＝

    Wwha!!?
I got astonished after appraising the small bottles.

    "Hey! This!!"
"Ah, looks like you know what kind of medicine it is. This is a medicine I made, but the effect is exceptional, it’s quite popular~ Please, try it by all means. Njaa, thank you for the meal~"
"Oi, wait!"

    Vivian departed with quick movements.

    ""Gone~?""
"Yeah……"

    Seriously, what’s with that fellow…… besides, what am I supposed to do with this……
I, haa…… sigh and store the small bottles in the《Infinite Storage》. I have decided to hoard it in the《Infinite Storage》as it is.

    ""…… Onii~chan""
"What is it?"
""What is Papa~? ""
"Eh?"

    When I hang down my head dejectedly, Allen and Elena asks me a surprising question.
Surely not…… but…… perhaps……?

    "…… Umm, Allen, Elena, do you know who a father or Otousan is?"

    Allen and Elena shake their heads to my question.
Acha~…… these two don’t know about something like family…… so this is why they hesitated to Vivian’s question……
I see, well, of course, ~ They had no one to teach them, so they don’t know~
I thought the two knew because they called me"Onii~chan"as if it was natural.
Ah, I see. The towns’ people――especially Obaasan from the inn or the stores called out to Allen and Elena, but they also asked things such as"Are you going out with your Oniichan?"or"Oniisan, how about this for the children?"many times. Allen and Elena who heard that ended up calling me Oniichan……

    "…… Umm, Papa is Otousan and that’s――"

    First of all, I decided to not teach them only about Otousan, but also about Okaasan and siblings.
However, explaining is unexpectedly much harder than I thought……

    



    Chapter 57– Undiscovered Uproar

    When we returned to the town from the sea, we made our way to the Adventurer’s Guild.
In order to learn about the materials around this town and to receive gathering requests of the materials, we have on hand.
I’m not troubled about money, but we receive requests regularly. You see, there is qualification invalidation term, right? Although I have three years to spare until the term, I would like to get into a habit of receiving requests.
After entering the guild, I first went to the requesting board, picked up a few requests after checking my materials and the requested materials and then lined up in the reception queue.
As it’s already evening, there are plenty of adventurers who have returned from work.

    "Hello. Are you here to request a job?"

    When my turn came, the receptionist woman greeted me. Apparently, I don’t look like an adventurer but someone who came to find a job…… Well, it can’t be helped.
I present my guild card at the counter.

    "No. I’d like to accept this request"
"I’m sorry. So you were an adventurer. I have not seen you here before"
"I have just arrived at this town the other day"
"Is that so? Then, I will hold on this for a moment"

    When the receptionist woman received the guild card, she started operating the crystal plate.
While she works, I take out the materials written on the requests and line them up on the counter.

    "Eh! A-rank!?"
"Well, more or less……"
"Pardon my rudeness. Are all these materials matching the requests?"
"Yes, I have them all"
"I will verify"

    The receptionist woman was surprised that I was an A-rank, but she immediately started checking the material. But, the receptionist woman who begun to work suddenly loudly shouted.

    "Kyaaーーーーー!!!"
"!?"
""Hiyaa""

    I was startled by her shriek like voice. Allen and Elena got startled as well as they cling to my leg.

    "D, dungeon~! Y, you have discovered a new dungeon!?"
"Haa!?"

    To my surprise, the receptionist woman shouted again.
It appears that she happen to see my【Dungeon record】while processing the material.
Still, what did she just say? New dungeon?
We have been only in the[Dungeon fo Earth]in Shirin and the[Dungeon of Ripples]which we went into a few days ago.
――That means, the Dungeon of Ripples was an undiscovered dungeon……

    There are 108 dungeons on Aetherdia.
I know about all dungeons, but I am no aware which are publicly known.
I should have checked it……
We have unconsciously stepped into an undiscovered dungeon, and the trace was left listed on the guild card……
Is this bad? …… No, it’s all right. I can deceive!
The entrance was in the sea, but it’s quite easy to discover when diving…… un, it will be alright.
[We accidentally found it when playing in the sea]Let’s go with that!
It’s true anyway that we found it accidentally while swimming in the sea.

    "Karen, what is it about a new dungeon?"
"T, this gentleman’s【Dungeon record】has[53rd Dungeon “Ripples”]entry recorded on it~"
"What!? ――T, this is!"

    When a male guild staff member run up to the receptionist woman――Karen-san, he raised his voice in surprise.
Seeing the man’s reaction, the other staff members gathered around, infecting the guild with noise.
Aah~…… even the adventurers in the guild have noticed now……

    "Takumi-sama, is it really a dungeon!?"
"……?"

    …… Eh? What’s that, what does she mean?

    "You fool, Karen! What are you saying! It’s naturally a dungeon since it’s listed on the guild card!!"

    “It might not be a dungeon” worry?
No, in the first place, I can’t orally report the discovery of a new dungeon.
By seeing it recorded on the guild card, the doubts that would float around will disappear.
Rather, this is more or less a personal information, isn’t it? I would like them to stop shouting so loudly, though…… where did the information concealment go?

    "However, Shawn-san! Discovering a new dungeon is something very important"
"I know how important it is more than you!"
"But, but~"
"Karen, you stay quiet! What you are saying is unreasonable!"
"No, no, Shawn-san’s tension is ridiculous?"

    Ah~…… can I already go? It’s fine, right?
Allen and Elena are withering under the surrounding’s attention……
First of all, let’s clean up the things I took ou――

    "W, wait a moment, please! What are you doing!?"

    Tsk! She noticed. I thought about stealthily escaping, but Karen-san has noticed……

    "I’m leaving. Ah, return my guild card, please"
"Wha!! What are you doing! You can’t do that!"

    Because I couldn’t escape, I seriously told my intentions. Karen-san holds my guild card in her hands, not willing to return it.
I’m hesitant to leave behind my ID, but…… shall I go as I am?
――I thought such, but before I noticed, the people that gathered around formed a barricade.
Although they have a reasonable distance, because they are all men with good builds, breaking through would be difficult.
Allen and Elena wither because of surroundings even more…… no, they are frightened.
I look at Karen-san while stroking Allen’s and Elena’s shoulder to soothe them.

    "Why can’t I leave?"
"Why, you ask…… I, I mean, you have discovered a new dungeon? You have to tell us all about it!"
"Don’t wanna"
"Eh!"
"Although it’s a thing to be surprised about, I don’t want to talk to someone who irresponsibly shouts someone’s personal information"
"Eeeh!?"

    There’s no doubt that【Dungeon record】is personal information. And yet, the staff which have the obligation to conceal it shouted out loud its contents.
People who were in the guild have totally paid attention to what was said and already found out about the new dungeon.

    Because of my remark of not wanting to tell the guild, the people around started talking things such as"Does he plans to monopolize it?"or"No, he even had the first taste……".

    Disclosing personal information without the consent of the person in question. N~……

    "Or did the rule of guild staff member’s[Can’t reveal personal information to others]got annulled without my knowing?"
"…… Ugu"

    Hearing my words, Karen-san’s face gradually turned blue.
There’s no way such important rule got abolished. I’m sure Karen-san made a violation of her duties.
The male staff member――Shawn-san and other staff members made awkward expressions as well.
They have not rebuked Karen-san, they instead take advantage and rode on the opportunity with her.

    Regarding that dungeon, it won’t be a problem even if it gets exposed――rather, I am troubled that it was exposed in this way, it’s a serious situation.
For instance, if it were “Allen and Elena captured advanced level dungeon”…… she would certainly be surprised, right? At that time, the two would get exposed and place them in a troublesome situation.
It’s just an example, but it may certainly happen one day……
Rather,【Request record】has already record of transaction of Gaya Forest’s materials. She has probably not looked properly yet, but it would be a noise making record when she does.
I have to keep it in control before that!

    "What is this ruckus!!"
""Gu, guild master!!""

    In the meanwhile, overhearing the ruckus, a solidly build man in his fifties walks from the inner part of the guild. He has a former adventurer feeling around him?
He appears to be the guild master here.

    



    Chapter 58 – Apology and Information Provision

    "Are you the cause of the ruckus?"

    The guild master clearly said that while looking at me.
Well, I’m confronting the staff members, and other adventurers are surrounding me. It can’t be helped that I’m seen like that.

    "You might say that I’m the cause, but I’m not the one who started it"
"What do you mean?"
"It started because these staff members shouted out loud our personal information"
"What!? Is that true!!"

    At my complaint, the guild master vigorously turned towards his subordinates.

    "Ah…… umm……"
"What is it! Speak clearly!!"
"B, because there was information about a new dungeon, I unconsciously screamed out!! I’m terribly sorry!!"

    Karen-san frightened by the guild master’s angry voice reported about the dungeon while bowing down.

    "What!? …… Is that story true?"
"Ye, yes. It’s certainly stated in this person’s【Dungeon record】"
"Which is it?"
"This one~"

    Oi, guild master. You shouldn’t be confirming【Dungeon record】in this situation……

    "So, where is this dungeon?"
"That is…… umm…… he doesn’t want to tell……"
"…… Is that so? Why?"
"Therefore!! Please don’t divert the problem. I’m not saying that I don’t want to tell the location of the dungeon. I just don’t want to tell it to an organization that discloses personal information!!"

    Because the discussion seemed to go off track, I immediately argued vehemently.
Seriously, I would like you not to forget that!

    [……]

    All the staff members are silent.

    "Umm, you see…… that……"
"Anyhow, lead me to a separate room first please!"
"That’s right, sorry. Could you follow to my office?"

    The guild master shows me to his office while awkwardly scratching his cheek.
Haa…… let’s go for now……
Ah~ Even though I came to the guild in order to sell materials, thinking it would be immediately over…… the ruckus took more time that was planned.
It’s almost time for a meal~ Rather than reporting the dungeon, Allen’s and Elena’s meal is more important……
However, it doesn’t look like I will be able to leave without reporting. Will I be able to leave faster if I report this quickly?
Haa……

    ◇ ◇ ◇

    We were guided to the guild master’s office.
Our fellow travelers include guild master, Karen-san and another three staff members.

    "First of all, including me, our staff members want to apologize"
"""We are sorry"""

    When we settle in the office’s sofa, the guild master and the staff members give words of apology simultaneously.

    "Even if it was a discovery of a new dungeon, that remark in such place was absurd. I’m really sorry"

    They really seemed to think they were at fault and apologized sincerely.

    "I would like to hear the details properly later, but…… that, um……"
"Suspension or salary cut, is it?"
"…… Yeah, that’s right. Would be asking to pardon the dismissal too much as expected?"
"I don’t care. I would just like to ask you not to disclose personal information next time"
"Of course. I will teach them properly"

    When I accept, Karen-san was obviously relieved.
As for me, as long as the information management is solid, I don’t mind using the guild policy for the treatment of staff. I’d like to avoid awkward relations with the guild. I plan to use the guild in the future as well.
At any rate, since it’s impossible to hide the information that has flowed, it would be better to sell as much kindness to the guild as possible.
Well, I won’t forgive them next time, though!

    "Ah~ Then……"
"The dungeon, is it?"
"That’s right. In a case that a new dungeon was discovered…… since the location is clearly indicated on the guild card this time, the feudal lord would be notified about the discovery, he would dispatch his people, and those will confirm the location with the guild"

    Hee~ The feudal lord is immediately notified about a new dungeon~
But, if the discoverer didn’t have a guild card, that discoverer would be the only evidence, so it seems that the guild would investigate before notifying the feudal lord.

    "You will be rewarded with a prize if the country officially recognizes it. Of course, if you present the guild with information about the dungeon, you will also receive a reward from the guild"

    Since the existence of the dungeon has already spread, there’s no need to hesitate. If I hide things, I would get entangled with some weird fellows.
Well, I don’t really care about the prize from the country, though……

    "I understand. I will tell you"
"Really!"
"Yes. The dungeon is[53rd “Ripples”]. It’s an intermediate difficulty dungeon with 30 floors. It appears to be a dungeon of a water attribute
"Water attribute!"

    I report the basic information first. Most of it is recorded on the guild card, so I think anyone would understand after looking, but just in case.
About the attribute, I’m pretty sure it’s “water.”

    "The place is along the coast, east side of the town. Do you know of the largish reef in the sea about ten minutes by foot from the shore?"
"Yeah. It’s the one not far away from the beach, right?"
"Yes, that’s right"

    Whether because it’s close to the town, guild master immediately grasped the location.

    "There is an entrance to the dungeon in that rock"
"What!?"
"Eh?"
"This close!?"
"No way……"

    Hearing about the entrance to the dungeon in the reef, the guild staff were taken aback by its closeness.
Because it had not been discovered so far, I thought it was in a place where people could not go.

    "Incidentally, the entrance is in the sea"
"What a thing……"

    Everyone hangs their heads this time. They are all people with rich reactions……

    "Yeah, also, it’s about 50 meters of a complete channel to the entrance. If you’d like to confirm, it would be necessary for me to accompany you"
"What?"
"Because there’s no place to take a breath, you can only advance while holding it. If you can’t prepare a necessary magic tool, you better choose the right person to investigate"
[……]

    I think that the person who would go for the investigation would be someone who is used to move around, but if by chance it’s a person with an office job, he wouldn’t be able to follow.

    "How did you enter?"
"I have confidence in my lung capacity"
"I, is that so……"

    Because it’s not like the mermaid bracelet is not around at all, it should be all right to tell about it, but I decided to keep it hidden for the time being. I would be troubled if they asked the source, after all.

    "…… Takumi-san is A-rank, after all. That much surely wouldn’t be trouble"
"""A-rank!?"""

    When Karen-san muttered in admiration, other members reacted.
Yeah, they weren’t aware of my rank. However, guild master…… didn’t you see the crystal as well? Well, having his eyes nailed on the【Dungeon record】it’s probably natural that he didn’t notice……
I was slightly amazed and let out a sigh.

    ""Onii~chan, hungry~""

    Allen and Elena interrupt the conversation by pulling on my clothes and stating their hunger.

    "I’m sorry~ We have already finished, shall we go for a meal?"
""Un""
"Well then, it’s all right to end the story about the dungeon here, isn’t it?"

    I decided to cut off the discussion immediately. Fortunately, I have finished providing the minimum necessary information.

    "Well then, we will excuse ourselves here. Allen, Elena, let’s go~"
""Ye~s""
"Eh? Wai….. oi!?"

    I have heard the guild master trying to stop me, but I ignored that and promptly left the office with Allen and Elena.
When I returned to the guild hall, the adventurers who heard about the dungeon were waiting. Because I wouldn’t like to be caught by those people, I told them"I had told the guild the location of the dungeon, so please ask them".
Would it be all right for now like this?
Now then, the meal, the meal. Where shall we have the dinner?

    



    Chapter 59 – Feudal Lord of Bailey

    The next day.
After eating breakfast in the dining room of the inn, we were relaxing in the room.
Then, the sub master of the Adventurer’s Guild came to visit.
Apparently, they went to the dungeon overnight or early in the morning and seemed to have finished checking.
The dungeon is nearby after all. Just going to take a look shouldn’t take much time.
And they are on their way to report to the feudal lord now. It seems they have applied for an appointment yesterday and decided on meeting this morning.
So, we were told to go along."Why me as well?"when I asked,"What is the discoverer asking about!!"I was scolded.
No, I wasn’t aware I have to accompany you.

    That being the case, we have arrived at the lord’s mansion.
Well, I really didn’t feel like resisting and thought that saying hello to the feudal lord might not be bad, so I went along obediently, though.
Thus, after being shown to a room and told to wait, a middle-aged man in his thirties along with an elderly man soon entered the room.
I have not used appraisal, but judging by the garments, the young man looks more like the Feudal Lord-sama. But this person, haven’t I seen him before somewhere……

    "You are Takumi-san? How do you do? Cedric Risner is my name"
"Eh? …… Risner?"

    Feudal Lord-sama speaks as if he knew about me.
I have not met him before, but his surname is Risner. And his silver hair and grayish blue eyes, perhaps……?

    "Oya? Have you not heard from Isaac?"
"…… Acquaintances, only"
"That fellow again…… I’m really sorry for my younger brother. He surely kept silent to surprise you"

    Younger brother!!
That means this Feudal Lord-sama is Shirin’s Knights Order’s Risner-sama’s oniisan!
Ah, I see. That’s why Risner-sama wrote me a letter of introduction when I told him that I’m going to Bailey~
I was a little bit surprised that Risner-sama was the one who wrote me the letter of introduction since Derrick-sama and Wald-sama who are of a high peerage rank, and the advisor of the order Callan-sama were there.
At that time, I simply thought that he was just writing to someone he knows.
I thought that Risner-sama had a good relationship with the Feudal Lord-sama of Bailey judging by his way of speech…… but, to think they were family……
If they are relatives, Risner-sama was the most suitable to write the letter of introduction, wasn’t he?

    "In Shirin, Risner-sama…… I am indebted to Isaac-sama very much"
"No, no, it was in a letter, but I inquired about Takumi-san. You are Isaac’s lifesaver. Thank you very much for helping my brother"
"Ah, raise your head please!!"

    I was surprised at him suddenly lowering his head right after greeting me. I hurry up and stop Oniisan.

    "It is I who should thank Risner-sama…… ah~ I’m sorry. Is it alright to call you Cedric-sama?"

    Ah~…… it would be confusing calling both brothers Risner-sama…… however, calling him by his name without permission would be impolite. First, let’s ask for permission……

    "Yes, certainly. Honorifics are unnecessary too"
"No, that much is……"
"Then, let’s settle on “san.” Of course, I don’t mind if you call Isaac that way as well. I give you permission as his elder brother"
"No, but……"
"Let’s get along"

    He has a gentle smile, but an overbearing way of calling has been decided. Un, it doesn’t seem that I will be able to refuse.
But, it would be impossible without honorifics, so please forgive me for adding “san.”

    "I was under Isaac-san’s care. I had also received a letter of introduction when leaving Shirin. It’s a little late, but this is the letter"

    It’s different from my plan, but I hand over the letter I got from Isaac-san to Cedric-san.

    "That’s right, that! I’ve heard from Isaac that he gave you a letter of introduction, so when you arrived at this town, I thought you would immediately visit me, you know?"
"Are? He certainly asked me to visit you, but…… I didn’t have any plans on receiving a favor, you know?"

    Just receiving aid would make me feel awkward and I had no plans on making things difficult for him.

    "Eh?"
"N?"

    Are we misunderstanding something……?

    "…… Umm, let’s rely on him if something occurs…… is what you were thinking?"
"…… Well, you could say that"

    I feel like I’m counting on the noble’s authority, but that’s really it when speaking frankly…… helping when in trouble. When there’s really, really no other way. I thought to ask for help only then.

    "…… Isaac that fellow"

    It seems that Isaac-san has told Cedric-san something different.
Isaac-san…… what have you told him……

    "May I ask what Isaac-san has written in the letter?"
"Yes. About the happenings in Shirin, Takumi-san’s arrival to Bailey, and he asked me to lend you a hand. Those were the contents"

    Indeed, those contents make it seems as if it has already been decided that I would come to visit the feudal lord.
…… Are? Perhaps…… did I mistake the meaning behind the letter of introduction?
Regardless of what I plan on doing, I should have visited here first, or something……?
Uwa~ have I done it……

    "There was a report from the gatekeeper that Takumi-san has arrived, but that was the reason you weren’t coming, I see"
"…… Eh?"

    Wait a minute!
While I was worried about the interpretation of the letter of introduction, Cedric-san said something that can’t be disregarded.

    "Cedric-san, what do you mean by the gatekeeper’s report……"
"I had notified the gatekeepers to let me know when Takumi-san arrives in the town immediately"

    Wow. Cedric-san, you have given such orders……

    "That was futile as well, though"
"…… I’m sorry"
"No, no. I was selfishly waiting so don’t mind it. But that being the case, I would have been nice if you visited. Oh yeah, Takumi-san made a new bread in Shirin and spread it, right? Actually, it was also written in Isaac’s letter, and because a detailed recipe wasn’t necessary, it has already spread through our town"
"Ah, yes. I saw it selling in a shop"

    It was only jam buns, and bread with dried fruit and nuts mixed in, but as fruits and nuts are abundant here, the variety definitely increased.

    "Takumi-san. If possible, won’t you please tell me the recipes of the things called Cream bread and Anpan? Of course, I will reward you"
"I would like to ask about this. A reward is not necessary. It’s just, about the shops, but……"
"I heard from Isaac about this as well. If there’s no fuss about the store, I will introduce it to a wholesale store that sells bread to our house, the other stores will be properly supported by the Risner house"

    Because Allen and Elena love Cream bread, I want to make it efficient to replenish. That’s why I intended to have it made in a shop somewhere.
Regarding the custard cream, I think I’m willing to publish the recipe, but that would make it difficult to Road-san, wouldn’t it~ I should take this proposal from Cedric-san and teach him how to manage the recipe safely, right?
As for the red bean paste, you just need to boil sweet red legume, so I thought it would appear in other shops even without the recipe, but…… that doesn’t seem to be the case.

    "I’m fine with a store that Cedric-san recommends"
"Ayy~ I’m looking forward to it. Isaac boasted in the letter how delicious it is, so I was extremely interested, you know?"

    Eeh!? It’s just a normal Cream bread and Anpan, you know? Isaac-san, why are you raising the hurdle that much!?

    While Cedric-san and I are having such discusison――

    "Umm~……"
""Ah""

    The sub master who was left behind flusteredly raised voice.
Un, Cedric-san and I completely forgot the sub master’s existence.

    



    

    
      Side Story 1 – Fortunate Adventurers

      
      Boy Adventurer・Ed PoV

      The story of the young adventurers Takumi came across in
      the Dungeon of Earth.

      

      My name is Ed. I finally came of an age a year ago and left with
      my childhood friends Brad and Jane towards the town of Shirin to
      become adventurers.

      At first, the three of us were receiving requests for the gathering
      of medicinal plants and subjugation of F-ranked monsters.

      It’s life on an edge with no luxuries, though. Even though it’s on
      edge, I also couldn’t afford luxury back in the village, so there’s
      not much change. Because I do what I wanted, I’m having much more
      fun than working in the fields.

      After leading such live for a while, we met guys of the same
      age, Jin, and Sarah, who just became adventurers.

      We formed a temporary party with them, became close friends while
      doing request together and decided to form an official party.

      The party’s name is『Eternal Bonds』. A party of three men and two
      women.

      The five of us steadily handled low-rank requests and got
      recently promoted to E-rank.

      At that time, Brad proposed to challenge a dungeon soon since we
      became E-ranks.

      Conveniently, there’s a low-grade dungeon near Shirin.

      Furthermore, because we could make more income than by receiving
      low-rank requests, so there was no objection.

      I was also looking forward to diving into the dungeons when I
      become E-rank, so…… Brad’s proposal was very timely.

      Therefore, we decided to go to the dungeon the next day.

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      After going to the dungeon for the first time, we challenged it
      many more times, and we went in today as well.

      We now can smoothly progress through the 1st to the 7th
      floor.

      There are not many dangers in the 1st-7th floor of this dungeon,
      it’s said that the difficulty increases from the 8th floor. That’s
      why we usually stopped on the 7th floor.

      But today is different.

      Because we have arrived at the 7th floor so smoothly,「Why don’t we
      try the 8th floor?」we have been caught up in the moment and decided
      to enter the 8th floor.

      「Look! There’s a hidden room here!」

      「Seriously? Is there a treasure chest?」

      「Sugoi, sugoi!」

      While walking on the 8th floor, Jin discovered a hidden
      room.

      There’s a high possibility of a treasure chest in the hidden rooms.
      According to information, there might be potions inside. Finding a
      low-grade potion would be enough of a treasure for us. When such
      possibility arises, we get excited.

      「Opening~」

      With Brad in the lead, we excitedly opened the door of the
      hidden room we have discovered. However――

      Is there not dozens of Wolves, Horn Rabbits, and Slicer Bats!

      It’s a trap!

      Crap, crap, crap! This is impossible-!!!

      「Hii~!」

      「The hell is this!」

      「R, run away-!」

      We ran away at full speed. There’s no way we can win against
      something like that!

      We ran at speed on the path we came from.

      「W, where to go next……」

      「Right! It’s right!」

      We must not make a mistake and take a wrong turn! It will be our
      end if we come to a dead end!

      Just before turning right, I took a glance behind and saw a lot of
      monsters chasing after us.

      Shit~ Are they not going to give up……

      We should have turned back at the 7th floor as usual…… I regret
      now.

      「Ku……」

      It became hard to breathe…… it will be bad at this rate……

      Just a little more. We will be saved if we descend one floor!

      Monsters do not chase to another floor. I scold my legs to keep on
      running while thinking such.

      He! People!? There’s are people!?

      「Uwa――――!! Please, run a~way!!」

      I noticed people while desperately running and shouted in
      panic.

      This is bad, he will get dragged into it at this rate. Even though
      I shouted while out of breath, the man who was there stopped for
      some reason.

      W, why!? Why are you not running away even though I told you
      to!

      「Wa, hey! What are you doing!?」

      I want to run away quickly, but if we leave those people and
      escape, we will become criminals. My brain is in a state of panic,
      I instantly felt a chill.

      「《Wind Cutter》」

      At the exact moment I intended to drag them to escape, the man
      used magic.

      The moment he fired the magic towards the monsters, a cloud of dust
      arose.

      It was magic with incredible force. People who go to low-grade
      dungeons like this are not that powerful.

      Even after such amazing magic, some monsters leaped out of the
      cloud of dust. But, before I noticed, two children standing next to
      the man started running.

      The children kicked the monsters with smooth movements and easily
      cleaned up the monsters.

      「Eeeeeeeeh―――!!」

      What are those children!? They are so strong I unconsciously
      shouted.

      When all monsters were defeated, the man――Niisan, called out to
      us.

      「We are terribly sorry!」

      We panic and lower our heads in apology.

      Monster scapegoating act. Although not intentional, we have
      committed a crime. If this person does an official report, we will
      be punished. My body is naturally trembling.

      But, this person doesn’t seem to want to accuse us, his voice
      didn’t contain anger.

      I’m relieved. And my trembling body grows weak.

      I’m seriously glad this person is a good person~

      If this person was a bad adventurer, he might have resorted to
      violence and even extort money from us. That would be the worst
      case scenario.

      「「Many~!」」

      「Thank you. Are you not tired?」

      「「We al~right」」

      

      The children who went to pick up the dropped items return while
      dragging a big bag.

      Adventurers who take children along are rare. This Niisan seems to
      be 1-2 years older than us, so they are his little brother and
      little sister? These children are certainly strong, but you see~
      you don’t normally bring children to the dungeon, right~

      「「Ah! There~」」

      「N?」

      「Uwaaa! A Poison Spider!!」

      A poisonous spider monster. That fellow is dangerous. That
      fellow is stealthy, he would creep up to you before you notice and
      paralyze your body with its venom.

      This guy is in the top 3 of the most dangerous monsters in this
      dungeon. I was told that it’s absolutely necessary to purchase
      antidote for its venom.

      Nevertheless, how lucky to notice it before it could creep on
      us.

      「《Air Shot》」

      Eeeeeh~!!

      Niisan casually used magic and instantly killed the spider.

      Certainly, Poison Spider is not a monster that strong. However, the
      Poison Spider’s wariness is high, it would be difficult to injure
      it without range.

      Even if we notice it…… we have swords, spears, and knives, we don’t
      have anyone to support us from range.

      Even if there was someone who could use magic, we don’t have anyone
      with shield, and there’s not anyone who could scout. Speaking
      frankly, our party has poor balance.

      This Niisan must have noticed after looking at our equipment.
      That’s why Niisan proposed knife throwing. Even if we are
      adventures with no surplus of money, we can practice with stones,
      he said.

      Certainly, we could easily practice like that, and it won’t hurt
      our pockets. It’s so innovative. I don’t understand why I didn’t
      notice that before.

      「Ah, again~」

      「Kita~」

      Ge! There’s another Poison Spider.

      The children found a Poison Spider hanging from the ceiling again.
      Rather, how do they know?

      For some reason, they pick up a fist-sized stone from the ground……
      and――

      ――Dokon!

      『Eeeh!?』

      We all shout in shock.

      When the children throw the stones, a loud noise resounds from the
      hit Poison Spider. And then, the Poison Spider falls from the
      ceiling.

      Moreover, the Poison Spider is twitching on the ground. It’s on the
      verge of death.

      T, the children! The children this little brought down a Poison
      Spider!

      I…… no, no one among us can defeat a Poison Spider like that. And
      yet, children far younger than me accomplished it so easily……

      It’s a lie, right!?

      I want this to be a dream. It wasn’t mentioned, by all members must
      also be feeling like this.

      We part with Niisan who advances to the next floor, and we
      carefully advance towards the entrance.

      It’s inevitable that Niisan and the children were the topics of our
      discussion on the way back.

      「That was incredible, wasn’t it?」

      「Un. Incredible…」

      That Niisan’s magic was outrageous. He nearly brought down
      dozens of monsters with just single magic.

      「Can I remember magic if I train?」

      Jin mutters.

      Magic, huh…… magic is related to talent, but it’s quite expensive
      to get guidance. But, it will be necessary to live as an adventurer
      from now on, right? Let’s properly research when we return to the
      town.

      「I, I wonder if should start practicing bow……」

      Sarah also muttered.

      That’s right. It would be better if there was someone among us who
      could use the bow. Sarah’s main weapon is a knife, so I think bow
      and knife would suit her battle style.

      「I will do throwing practice! As that Niisan said, I will first
      increase my accuracy by throwing stones!」

      It appears that Brad also found his new goal.

      「Un, that is good. I will practice throwing together with
      you!」

      We have safely grasped our situation and decided to face it.
      Even though it might be dangerous.

      I noticed that we have been looking only ahead all this time.

      That’s right. It has no meaning if we die. We should take the time
      to forge ourselves to get stronger.

      「We can meet that Niichan in Shirin, right? I would like to
      express gratitude some other time」

      「Un, right」

      「Ah! But we didn’t ask for his name!」

      『Ah!』

      Even though I wanted to thank him later, we forgot to ask his
      name.

      「But, adventurers with such little children, stand out, won’t we
      find out if we ask around?」

      It’s as Jane says. An adventurer who brings children with him is
      unusual. We might find out if we ask around in the guild.

      「Which reminds me, he said the children’s names, didn’t he?
      Allen? And…… Elena? Was it?」

      「He did, he did」

      We can meet again, right? When we meet, we must thank him
      properly!

      When we returned to the town, we immediately found out Niisan’s
      name. It’s Takumi-san.

      He was immediately identified when we asked about『Adventurer who’s
      taking care of two children』.

      It’s said that although they came to this town just recently, and
      Takumi-san and the children are quite famous.

      We heard a「Rumor」from senpai adventurer about the children knocking
      down an arrogant adventurer.

      Well, those who didn’t witness that in the dungeon wouldn’t
      believe, but you see…… we thought that the rumor was the truth.

      


      

    


    

    
      Side Story 2 – A Certain Rainy Day

      
      A story that takes place a while after arriving in the
      town of Shirin.

      

      I got used to the life in the town after some days.

      When I got up in the morning and looked out from the inn’s room, it
      was raining a lot outside.

      「Ah~ It’s raining today……」

      「「…… Uu~」」

      When I mutter such after seeing the weather, Allen and Elena
      were clearly feeling down.

      As for why――Yesterday evening, before going to sleep, I have
      promised them「Let’s outside the town to play tomorrow?」.

      Allen and Elena were looking forward to that very much.

      「「Uu~」」

      It’s not like I’m at fault, but seeing them so dejected, it
      makes me feel guilty indeed.

      N~……

      「…… It’s just a light rain, will it be all right if we put
      overcoats?」

      If worn properly, I wouldn’t have to worry about them getting
      soaked.

      「What to do? Do you want to go?」

      「「Go~!」」

      Completely reversing their cloudy expressions, Allen and Elena
      cling to my legs with smiles.

      「Yosh! Then, let’s eat the breakfast first!」

      「「Un!」」

      The two still don’t show many expressions towards strangers, but
      they show their innocence when it’s only us.

      I leave the room after eating breakfast with loosened cheeks.

      After finished eating the breakfast in the dining room, we left
      the town completely covered in overcoats――we arrive at the meadow
      in the south of the town.

      「「Ukiya~」」

      The moment we left the town, Allen and Elena started jumping
      into puddles with all their might.

      「Don’t fall~」

      「「Ye~s」」

      When thinking they would start running around, Allen and Elena
      suddenly crouched down.

      N? Did they find something?

      I crouch behind the two and look from above.

      There, I saw a frog. Not a monster, but a palm-sized, ordinary
      frog.

      「This is a frog」

      「「Frog~」」

      It appears that Allen and Elena like the movements of the frog
      which jumps up and down.

      「Pyonpyon」

      「Ribbit, ribbit~」

      The two chase after the jumping frog while imitating it.

      Un, un, seeing them in such high spirits, it was worth it to come
      playing even if it’s raining.

      After chasing after the frog, the two move here and there at
      their fancy and survey the surroundings with curiosity.

      「「Onii~chan! Let’s go there~」」

      「Yes, yes」

      After exploring the forest, they seem to want to return to the
      meadow near the town.

      Ah, the rain has stopped too.

      「Look, Allen, Elena. A rainbow has appeared」

      When the sun appeared from the gap of the clouds, a big rainbow
      appeared in the sky.

      I immediately tell Allen and Elena to look in the sky.

      

      「Rainbow~ sugo~i」

      「Rainbow~ pretty~」

      Allen and Elena who see a rainbow for the first time are
      frolicking while pointing at the rainbow.

      「「Onii~chan, is this also a rainbow~?」」

      「N?」

      A rainbow…… down below?

      Allen and Elena who should be looking at the sky point at the
      ground this time.

      「…… Eh?」

      When I look where they point, a seven colored flowers――「Rainbow
      flower」were blooming in the ground.

      Rainbow flower is a flower that blooms after the rain. It blooms
      and withers with the rainbow. Moreover, the place to bloom is
      random. It’s a flower whose blooming place can’t be
      predicted.

      Because of its difficult discovery conditions, it’s naturally a
      rare material.

      「This is a Rainbow flower. A medicinal plant」

      The sunlight reaches them, and the petals start
      glittering.

      Being able to see this should be an outrageous luck.

      「「Medicinal!!」」

      「Allen, will pluck~」

      「Ellena will pluck too~」

      「Eh?」

      Hearing the word “medicinal,” Allen and Elena started plucking
      the Rainbow flowers.

      It’s a precious medicinal plant, so it’s better to pick them, but
      we have come to play today……

      Well, the two look to be having fun picking herbs, so if the two
      are okay with it……. right? Un, let’s make it right.

      Well then, I will get some too.

      「「Are~?」」

      After picking sufficient amount of Rainbow flowers, the rest of
      the Rainflowers withered the moment the rainbow disappeared, and
      the meadow returned to normal.

      「「Disappeared~」」

      「There is really nothing left, huh……」

      The plucked flowers remain as they were, but the rest
      withered.

      If I had not plucked any flowers, it would feel like an
      illusion.

      「Mysterious, isn’t it~?」

      「「Isn’t it~?」」

      「Did you have fun today?」

      「「Fun~」」

      It turned into a material collection in the end, but Allen and
      Elena apparently had plenty of fun.

      「Then, shall we return?」

      「「Un」」

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      「Kyaaーーー!!」

      I thought it would be wasteful to leave the valuable Rainbow
      flowers in the《Infinite Storage》, so I brought some to the
      guild.

      There, when I took the Rainbow flowers out, Luna-san let out a
      shout.

      Moreover, she shouted so much she「Cough, cough」choked.

      「Isn’t this Rainbow flower!? Moreover, this many! Sugoi,
      sugoi!!」

      「Ah~…… can I ask you to sell this for me?」

      「Gladly~!!」

      I thought she might be glad, but she’s delighted more than I
      expected.

      Allen and Elena were startled by Luna-san’s strong reaction and
      stuck to my legs somewhat frightened……

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 60 – Check and Report

      
      「Yeah. Gilliam-dono, I’m sorry to have kept you waiting」

      「No. I didn’t know that Count-sama and Takumi-san were
      acquintances」

      「It’s our first time meeting, but Takumi-san is an important guest
      of our family. Ah, which reminds me, it appears there was some kind
      of a problem yesterday at the guild, wasn’t there? Is the reason
      that the guild master didn’t come today because he was busy dealing
      with that?」

      「「……」」

      The sub master’s――Gilliam-san’s complexion instantly turned
      pale.

      Nevertheless, Cedric-san. Why do you know about that matter? It
      happened just yesterday, you know?

      I thought I was being tailed for a moment there. But, if that were
      the case, both the children and I would notice.

      That means, his intelligence gathering is awfully excellent.

      「I won’t say anything because Takumi-san compromised, but I hope
      that such thing won’t happen in the future」

      「Y, yes. Of course! Severely, I will hold it in my heart!」

      「If you, the sub master says so, I feel relieved」

      Cedric-san, thank you very much.

      It appears he gave the guild warning for our sake.

      At any rate…… Cedric is talking with the usual smile, but it
      brought up the fire from the atmosphere.

      Hence Gilliam-san nodded with a great vigor.

      「「Ah」」

      「Allen, Elena. Pointing fingers at people is rude」

      「「Ye~s」」

      At that time, Allen and Elena who were quiet all the time
      suddenly let out voices and pointed at Cedric-san. I stopped their
      gesture in a hurry.

      「So, what happened?」

      「「Alike~」」

      N? Alike?

      「Said it’s alright~ to kick」

      「Knight Onii~chan」

      「「「……」」」

      Ah~ that time…… In the Gaya Forest with the Knights Order,
      Isaac-san said to Allen and Elena that it’s alright to kick
      Wald-sama……

      I also find the smile of Isaac-san at that time exactly the same as
      Cedric-san’s, but…… however, do I hear a different meaning when the
      to say it……

      「Umm…… by alike you mean Isaac-san, right? Has my little brother
      grew to like being kicked around by children in the time I have not
      seen him, I wonder……」

      「You are wrong, it’s different! The target on the receiving end of
      the kick was different!」

      See~ Cedric-san had a weird misunderstanding~

      I must resolve the misunderstanding to protect Isaac-san’s honor!
      Ah~ while that may be true, I can’t possibly say that the target of
      the kicking as Wald-sama……

      It seems difficult to explain while not saying the concrete
      thing.

      I somehow managed to solve the misunderstanding, and we talked
      about the “Ripples” dungeon.

      The contents were about the details I found in the dungeon, and the
      investigation of the people Cedric-san and the guild
      dispatched.

      「Haa~ To discover a dungeon in my fief~ I’m grateful to you,
      Takumi-san」

      「That so, isn’t it? People are going to gather in our town from now
      on」

      Speaking frankly, a dungeon is a vein of gold.

      When the information of a new dungeon gets out, adventurers will
      start gathering around. Those adventurers will bring back the
      dropped items from the dungeon and sell them at the Adventurer’s
      Guild.

      Merchants will gather for those dropped items and trade with the
      Adventurer’s Guild.

      When people gather, the inns and restaurants will flourish.

      Since the economy moves in various places and taxes are paid, the
      financial affairs of the fief prosper as a result.

      It was really a coincidence that I have caused a dungeon fuss in
      the Risner territory, but I think it would be good if it returned
      the favor that I owe to the Risner house at least a little.

      Well, I think that problems will arise with the sudden increase of
      people, but I can only wish them to do their best.

      Oh yeah, there is a total of four dungeons kept under control in
      Guardia. It appears that the “Ripples” we have discovered is going
      to be the fifth one.

      Yesterday, before returning from the guild, I asked the
      receptionist about the locations of the dungeons. She then turned
      towards the adventurers and got me a list with a rough map.

      The list had the dungeons written in order with information such
      as［Fourth Dungeon “Earth” /Low rank/Guardia, Shirin/To the east,
      half day by foot］.

      According to this list, half of the dungeons appear to be
      undiscovered.

      I get why the dungeon in the Gaya Forest or the dungeon in the deep
      sea are not discovered, but I was surprised that even dungeons near
      the towns are undiscovered.

      Because of that~ I have to be more careful~ Is what I was
      thinking while storing the map into the《Infinite Storage》, but
      then――

      ――Piron♪

      At that time, I heard an electric sound in my head for some
      reason.

      I thought what could it be, so I immediately opened the designating
      window.

      Then, there was an indication “NEW” by the map tab.

      The information written on the paper I stored in the《Infinite
      Storage》was now indicated on the map.

      That’s right, the map has updated on its own. Seriously~ I was
      completely dumbfounded then~

      

      「That reminds me, how far in the dungeon did you go?」

      「We just looked a bit around the first floor. We did not have much
      time as I wouldn’t make it in time for today. We indeed had
      troubles right at the entrance, though」

      As expected, reaching the entrance of the dungeon――it was not
      easy swimming for about 50 meters without breathing.

      「Umm…… I feel bad for asking, but there were no casualties,
      right?」

      Because there is no way to get out of the waterway halfway, if
      you can’t hold your breath, the risk of drowning isn’t low.

      I wouldn’t like to hear the talk of people drowning in the dungeon
      I have discovered.

      「Everything’s all right. The investigator I chose had a large
      stamina and good swimming skills」

      I feel relieved hearing Cedric-san’s words.

      But, it’s obvious that when the dungeon is officially announced,
      reckless people will appear one after another. We have to take
      measures against that immediately……

      「Well, I understand Takumi-san’s fears. I had the investigator
      hold onto a magic tool just in case, and right now, we are in a
      hurry to mass produce that very magic tool」

      「You mean a magic tool that allows breathing underwater?」

      「Yes. It’s not that highly effective, but it uses wind magic stone
      which creates a fixed amount of air in the magic tool, so I gave
      the orders to have that mass produced」

      Creates air…… hee~ so there was such magic tool~ if something
      like that exists, I can feel relieved?

      「Also, regarding the reward. I’m sure you are aware, but the
      discoverer of a dungeon gets rewarded by the country」

      Yeah, the matter of the reward still remains…… I’ve heard from
      the guild that the discoverer would receive a reward, but don’t
      conceal the important thing!

      「Is the name of the discoverer officially announced?」

      「It’s reported to the country, but only limited information is
      revealed in the public announcement. It was done like that in the
      past. Takumi-san, you don’t like the official announcement?
      Discoverer of a new dungeon will receive high praises, you
      know?」

      「I’d like to decline the praises」

      「I understand. I will propose that to His Majesty」

      「I will leave it to you」

      Discovering a new dungeon looks too conspicuous, so I would like
      to avoid it. Fortunately, publishing my name seems to be
      avoidable.

      In truth, I would like to avoid the reward as well, but……
      Cedric-san rejected with a wonderful smile. …… Regrets.

      Now then, is the talk done with this? It had become noon before
      I noticed.

      The sub master who finished reporting quickly left the room.

      「Cedric-sama, everyone is waiting in the dining room」

      The butler of the Risner house who guided us to Cedric-san,
      Joshua-san just came to call for Cedric-san, so we will also take
      our leave――

      「Then, we will……――」

      「Now then, Takumi-san. The lunch preparations are done, so let’s
      move to the dining room」

      「Eh?」

      Cedric-san smiled with a smile that I couldn’t go against.

      Ku…… this smile, it’s definitely a foul play!

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 61 – Risner Family

      
      When we move to the dining room, Cedric-san’s family was already
      waiting there.

      「This is my wife Olivie」

      「I’m Olivie. Welcome and thank you for coming」

      「I’m sorry for intruding. My name is Takumi」

      「These are my sons Theodore and Latis. They are nine and seven
      years old. We also have a daughter, but I have not called her here
      because she’s still young」

      Cedric-san introduces me his wife and two sons.

      His wife is a gentle looking woman with chestnut colored hair and
      blue eyes. It looks like a picture when she stands next to
      Cedric-san, and they seem like a couple that gets along very
      well.

      The eldest son Theodore-kun has silver hair, and green eyes after
      his father and the younger brother Latis-kun has chestnut hair and
      grayish blue eyes after the mother? They both inherit their
      parent’s traits in such way.

      They also seem to have a daughter that will become two years old as
      well as these two sons.

      「Hello, I’m Theodore」

      「I’m Latis. Hello」

      「Hello. I’m Takumi. These children are Allen and Elena. Hey, are
      you two not going to say hello?」

      「…… Allen」

      「…… Elena」

      I kneeled down matching Theodore-kun’s and Latis-kun’s eyes,
      took out Allen and Elena who were hiding behind my back and incited
      them for the greetings.

      Thereupon, Allen and Elena told just their names in faint voices
      and immediately sneaked behind my back.

      This is…… not frightened or anything, right? …… Are they being
      shy?

      Even though Allen and Elena saw children close to their age before,
      they have never had such face-to-face conversation before, so they
      are apparently nervous.

      But, they seem to have interest as they are peeking at Theodore-kun
      and Latis-kun from behind my back.

      「Theodore-kun, Latis-kun, I’m sorry. They are shy of people they
      meet for the first time you see…… if you’d like, please get along
      with them, okay?」

      「「Yes」」

      「Ara, ara, that’s the way children are」

      I’m glad that everyone of the Risner family doesn’t seem to
      mind. However, a little more normal greetings are necessary.

      「Well then, come this way please」

      「Thank you very much」

      When our introductions end, this is a nobility! We have been
      guided to a long table that was shouting such feeling.

      The individual seats have been prepared beforehand, but there were
      two chairs stuffed on both sides of the seat that I was shown
      to.

      They were, of course, Allen’s and Elena’s seats.

      That’s right, isn’t it~ having a meal with people they see for the
      first time in a place like this, it would be naturally impossible
      for them to separate from me.

      Therefore, I’m very thankful for this arrangement.

      Did Cedric-san give such instructions? As expected, he doesn’t
      overlook the details~

      The meal was harbor-ish, a soup full of marine products and
      bread. The main dish was sauteed of some kind of a white fish. It
      had salty taste as expected, but it was easy to eat.

      「「Onii~chan」」

      「N? What is it?」

      「「Want to eat jelly~」」

      After finishing the main course, Allen and Elena requested for a
      dessert.

      「Jelly, is it? What is that?」

      The one who showed a reaction to those words first was
      Cedric-san.

      「Ah~…… it’s sweets」

      「Perhaps, Takumi-san’s handmade?」

      「Ah, yes. That’s right」

      「If it’s alright with you, won’t you let us eat some as
      well?」

      「……」

      Cedric-san seems to have an interest in the jelly.

      「I will pay the price?」

      「No, I don’t need money! It’s just that…… jelly is made from a
      slightly special ingredient, you see…… I’m worried…… that it’s not
      something nobles would like……」

      「Oya, was it like that? I would definitely like to try to eat it
      without hearing the ingredients」

      Cedric-san is unexpectedly a person brimming with
      curiosity……

      Won’t he get angry after I let him eat the slime jelly? I will
      think about it when the time comes?

      「I hope it will suit your tastes, but……」

      I melt Giant Bee honey in the milk, took out the jelly that
      contained compote from Rigo from the《Infinite Storage》and serve it
      to the Risner family.

      Of course, I handed it to Allen and Elena too.

      「This is good, isn’t it! It’s jiggly and easy to eat」

      「That’s right. It’s feeling nice and cold, and it’s very
      delicious」

      「「It’s delicious!」」

      The Risner family tries it right away. The taste seems to have a
      favorable opinion.

      

      「「Onii~chan, delish~」」

      Allen and Elena stuff their cheeks in satisfaction.

      「However, I have no idea what was used to make it……」

      「Rigo!」

      「And milk!」

      「Ara, ara, Rigo is a common fruit and milk is an ingredient that is
      often used. I wouldn’t call them special ingredients?」

      「「Eh~」」

      The Risner family began to inspect the ingredients I used.

      「N~…… I don’t know. May I inquire about the ingredients?」

      「「Slime!」」

      「「「「Eh?」」」」

      Allen and Elena cheerfully answered Cedric-san’s question. The
      Risner family let out surprised voices.

      「Ah~…… I have used slime jelly」

      「Slime jelly…… is it? That thing from slimes that will do neither
      harm nor good?」

      「That’s it」

      「Something like that can be used to make something like this……」

      Are? They were surprised at first, but they have a normal
      reaction…… did they accept it?

      Are there unexpectedly no unpleasant feelings towards slime
      jelly?

      「By the way, did Isaac eat this before?」

      「No. Today is the first time I offered it to someone else besides
      my children」

      「Is that so? Fufufu~ I can boast to Isaac with this!」

      Eeh!?

      Does he perhaps wants revenge because Isaac-san was boasting about
      the Cream bread!?

      「Then, Takumi-san. Would it be possible to purchase this recipe
      as well?」

      「I, I don’t mind, but……」

      「It’s good to eat after a meal, but it would be a suitable thing to
      eat on hot days or when the physical condition is not good. This
      will sell if put out in the store! Right, Joshua!」

      「…… Cedric-sama, even if you ask me that」

      Cedric-san asked Joshua who was refraining behind him.

      However, Joshua-san has not eaten the jelly. It would be difficult
      to ask for his opinion~

      「How about Joshua-san tries it as well?」

      I took out the jelly and recommended to Joshua-san.

      Joshua-san took a glance at Cedric-san. Ah, he’s asking for
      Cedric-san’s permission.

      「Joshua, you try it too」

      「Yes. Takumi-sama, is it all right?」

      「Of course」

      Joshua-san who obtained Cedric-san’s permission tried the jelly
      right away.

      「This is……」

      「How is it, Joshua? It’s delicious, right?」

      「Yes. As Cedric-sama said, it seems like a suitable food for times
      when the appetite isn’t good」

      「Right? We should start securing slime jelly immediately!」

      「However, Cedric-sama…… Because slime jelly is a material that
      everybody ignores, it would take time to gather suitable
      amount……」

      Because slime jelly is the lowest value material, high ranked
      adventurers don’t bring back much.

      Even if a request was sent to the Adventurer’s Guild, it will be
      overlooked.

      「Nothing will be brought back unless we increase the price,
      huh……」

      「I expect so」

      「N~…… if that’s the case, would you like to try putting up a
      capture request and try cultivating them?」

      Eh! Are you perhaps trying to start a slime ranch? It has
      somehow become an amazingly serious matter!

      Cedric-san and Joshua-san moved forward in an incredible
      direction, I could only listen.

      


      

    


    

    
      Idle Talk 7 – Letter From Elder Brother

      
      I’m Grunwald Ruven.

      I’m a knight belonging to the Guardia country, I’m currently
      serving as the commanding officer of the Shirin’s branch
      office.

      When I put away the office paperwork I’m bad with, Isaac, my
      deputy secretary, would usually be clearing the papers, but I
      noticed that he’s staring at a document while frowning.

      Isaac with such expression is exceedingly rare. Just what is he
      reading?

      That reminds me, my subordinates brought a letter from the guild,
      didn’t they? Is he reading that letter?

      If I’m not mistaken, it should have been from his home in the
      Risner territory, but…… he’s reading it quite seriously.

      Did something happen at home?

      「Oi, Isaac. Did something happen?」

      「Ah~…… that’s right…… well, a lot……」

      …… He’s quite not making himself clear.

      Isaac who speaks mercilessly even to me who’s his superior officer,
      and argues with me…… is this a prologue to disaster?!

      No way, is this fellow possibly Isaac’s impostor!?

      「Commander. Could you stop having impolite thoughts?」

      「N, no. There’s no such thing」

      Ou. It’s the real Isaac. Don’t scare me.

      「Haa…… apparently, Takumi-san and the kids arrived at
      Bailey」

      「Haa?」

      Speaking of Takumi, he’s a man with two little children who came
      to Shirin a while ago. He was in the town for about two months, but
      Takumi did many things during that period.

      He defeated an A-rank monster in the Gaya Forest, saved many lives
      including me, and spread a new bread in the town.

      I also think it was thanks to Takumi that we had the opportunity to
      arrest the wrongdoing baron.

      When that very Takumi said that he plans to leave the town,
      everyone was surprised.

      Takumi is an adventurer. It’s given for adventurers to go from town
      to town, but I somehow didn’t consider him leaving the town.

      When I unconsciously asked about his destination, he said he’s
      going to the Bailey in the south of Guardia.

      I felt relieved when I heard that.

      Because his destination was within the country, not a foreign
      territory.

      I’d like to keep the strong fighting force in the country as
      much as possible.

      There’s currently a low possibility of war, but monster overflowing
      happens all the time.

      The country, especially the thickheaded guys working in the castle
      despise the likes of adventurers, but the knights fighting on the
      front lines think of them as reliable existences.

      Generally, I don’t rely on adventurers that much.

      However, Takumi is different.

      I want to keep him in the country by any means. No matter what,
      he’s someone who can defeat A-rank monster all by himself, after
      all.

      Besides, I don’t get tired watching them, both Takumi and the
      children he brings along with him, I’m curious about what they are
      going to do next~

      Bailey, the town Takumi went to is a Risner territory. A land
      governed by Isaac’s elder brother.

      He would be able to protect it if something happened, so I’m
      somehow reassured, but…… didn’t he arrive to Bailey way too
      fast!?

      It has been a month since they left this town…… was it? It wasn’t,
      right!?

      It’s from the end of the country to another from here to Bailey.
      Even the shortest route by carriage takes at least a month at
      best!

      Well~ it’s possible to arrive faster than in one month by riding a
      fast horse, but he didn’t travel like that.

      Nevertheless, it’s weird no matter how I think about it that Takumi
      and the children already arrived to Bailey!

      Furthermore, the children Takumi is bringing with him are just
      little tinies. I acknowledge that they have more stamina than other
      children, but their builds are smaller than those of normal
      children.

      If bringing such kids along, it should take that much longer to
      arrive.

      Fatigue will accumulate even when riding in a horse-drawn carriage.
      Normally, it would be necessary to stop at towns or villages on the
      way to rest. And yet――

      「He’s way too early, isn’t he?」

      「That’s right. Well, let’s leave the travel schedule with “It’s
      Takumi-san.” That person’s standards are out of the norm, we won’t
      understand even if we ponder about it」

      「…… You’re right」

      That’s certainly true. He seems to be able to do astonishing
      things with ease.

      It might be easy for him to move to another town in a couple of
      days.

      「Then, the letter you are holding means he arrived at your elder
      brother’s place?」

      「No, it seems he didn’t come」

      「Haa? He didn’t come?」

      「Yes. It appears that he had the gatekeepers to notify him of
      Takumi-san’s arrival. There apparently was a report that he
      arrived, but he didn’t visit the mansion」

      Takumi probably doesn’t like to use authority
      unconditionally.

      He wouldn’t use that letter unless something that he couldn’t deal
      with by himself happened. It’s most likely like that.

      Speaking of Takumi, that’s so Takumi-like.

      「However, he apparently arrived by a different route」

      「Hee? A different route?」

      「Yes. He discovered a new dungeon and had a conflict with the
      Adventurer’s Guild’s staff members」

      Haa!? What did Isaac just say?

      A new dungeon? Is he saying that a new dungeon has been discovered
      in Bailey!!

      What a thing! Well, isn’t that a serious affair.

      「Isaac! Is that the truth!?」

      「Yes. There’s no doubt. It appears to be a water attributed,
      intermediate level dungeon」

      The materials brought from dungeons bring profit. I don’t
      understand it that much, but there seem to be more than that to
      it…… first of all, the Risner territory has obtained an enormous
      fortune.

      So, the guild staff members and Takumi visited the Risner mansion
      together?

      

      「Wait a moment! Does that mean that Takumi is the
      discoverer!?」

      「That’s correct」

      「……」

      Oi, oi, oi, oi. What the hell is that fellow Takumi
      doing……

      Discovering a dungeon is not something that can be accomplished so
      easily.

      It can’t be helped that I was surprised by the ridiculous
      information Isaac has revealed. But, Isaac was making a complicated
      expression.

      「Oi, is there something else?」

      「…… The discover of a new dungeon will be reported to the country,
      wouldn’t it?」

      「Well, it will. They will be first let know by a letter, then they
      will have to report directly. Your elder brother will become
      busy~」

      「That he will, won’t he? Making a round trip to the capital will
      take a lot of time on its own. Aside from that, the discoverer of
      the dungeon will be reported as well, right?」

      「………… He will」

      Ah~…… there’s was such thing.

      「His Majesty will call Takumi-san to the capital, won’t
      he?」

      「I don’t think he will be forced to come, but. He will be
      called」

      His Majesty will certainly like to meet the discovered of the
      dungeon.

      「It seems it would be best to get a few lines from Leader and
      inform the capital’s Knights Order」

      A follow-up for Takumi, huh. That will be certainly
      necessary.

      Not about Takumi doing something stupid, but the stupid trying to
      do something to Takumi.

      「They have to nudge the stupid, untactful fellows, so they don’t
      anger him……」

      Should I inform my parent’s home as well…… it won’t be enough to
      keep everyone in check even if I inform them.

      「I would be thankful if the good-for-nothing could be smashed,
      though. Well, Takumi-san has the power to simply destroy the town,
      but he wouldn’t do that. If I’m pushed to say, he would simply
      leave the country」

      「……」

      That’s plausible……

      There are many fellows like that among adventurers, but Takumi has
      no particular attachment to the country. He would seriously simply
      leave the country.

      「At any rate, I’m really concerned about the new sweets called
      jelly」

      While I was imagining a plausible future, Isaac changed the
      topic.

      「…… What is that?」

      「It appears that Takumi-san let Elder brother eat that. It was very
      delicious, so he received permission from Takumi-san and started
      doing a new business」

      Takumi…… seriously what were you doing as soon as you
      arrived?!

      Isn’t your starting pace faster than when you came here!

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 62 – Simplified Version

      
      After the unexpected passionate slime jelly talk――

      「Oh yeah, Takumi-san. Please stay at our mansion while you are
      in Bailey」

      「Eh?」

      Cedric-san suddenly proposed to us.

      「No, to be taken care of that much…… besides, we are already
      staying in an inn」

      「There wouldn’t be problem canceling the inn, right?」

      I thought of reservedly declining, but Cedric-san wasn’t giving
      up.

      Well~ I don’t have a problem canceling the inn, but…… however,
      because I don’t know how long we will be staying in Bailey, I would
      feel awkward being taken care of for a long time.

      However, when Cedric-san said he would like playmates for his
      children once in a while, I immediately surrendered. I mean,
      there’s not many opportunities for Allen and Elena to come in
      contact with children of their age. While in Bailey, I’m sincerely
      thankful for the opportunity of them interacting with Theodore-kun
      and Latis-kun.

      That being the case, I have decided to stay in the Risner House’s
      care during our stay in Bailey.

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      The next morning during our stay in the Risner mansion, I have
      woken up with the sunrise because of going to sleep earlier than
      usual.

      Allen and Elena are already up.

      「Good morning」

      「「Morning~」」

      「Did you sleep well?」

      「「Un」」

      This being the mansion of nobles, the futon in the guest room are soft and
      comfortable to sleep on, but our sleeping hours didn’t
      increase.

      Because it’s still too early to be waking up, I thought of passing
      the time by rolling around the bed, but as I’m completely awake, I
      started dressing up.

      Then, because at least one of the servants would be awake, we left
      the room seeking the permission to go to the garden.

      Sure enough, we immediately found Servant-san, who told me that
      Cedric-san is already awake, so he guided us to him.

      「Good morning」

      「Takumi-san, good morning. Allen-kun and Elena-san, good morning to
      you too」

      「「Morning~」」

      Cedric-san in a dressing gown, sitting on a sofa and reading a
      letter.

      「The sun has just come out, was the bed not to your
      liking?」

      「No, I have rested properly. Both the children and I don’t sleep
      for too long, so」

      「Is that so?」

      「Yeah」

      It seems that Cedric-san is worried that we didn’t sleep much
      because we woke up so early in the morning.

      「Say, Allen, Elena. You have slept a lot, didn’t you?」

      「「Un」」

      「Soft~」

      「Comfortable~」

      

      Cedric-san didn’t seem convinced by my explanation, so I asked
      Allen and Elena. Thereupon, the two turned towards Cedric-san with
      smiles on their faces and answered.

      「Is that so?」

      A gentle smile floated on Cedric-san’s face after hearing
      that.

      I don’t know whether it’s because Cedric-san looks like Isaac-san,
      but Allen and Elena quickly warmed up to him. There weren’t any
      problems even with conversations such as this.

      N~…… nevertheless, it appears that Allen and Elena liked the soft
      bed very much. The inn we were staying at wasn’t a cheap inn, but
      as expected, the quality is entirely different. If it’s like this,
      I should get a good futon in the near future.

      「Cedric-san is early as well, aren’t you?」

      「Yes, a reply came from Isaac to the letter I sent him
      yesterday」

      Eh? A reply to a letter that was sent yesterday?!

      I asked because I was curious and was told something
      unexpected.

      「Isn’t that too fast? Doesn’t one-way letter delivery usually
      take about one month?」

      「Ah, Takumi-san comes from a rural village, don’t you?」

      「Y, yeah……」

      …… Rural village. Which reminds me, there was such setting. I
      have completely forgotten.

      「In that case, it’s no wonder you are not aware of the existence
      of the transfer magic tool」

      「Transfer magic tool, is it? Those in dungeons?」

      「The principle is the same. It’s just that these can’t transfer
      people like those in the dungeons」

      Transfer magic tool, as the name suggest, is a magic tool that
      allows sending items over a long distance. Unlike the transfer
      device in the dungeons, it’s a magic tool large enough to be held
      in both hands which apparently can’t transfer people.

      On top of being able to transfer only to a place with the same
      magic tool, it can only send letters and small items like
      accessories.

      But, in this world where conversations are the mainstream exchange,
      this magic tool is convenient.

      Also, it appears that the transfer magic tool can’t be produced by
      people’s hands and there’s no other way than to acquire it in
      dungeons. Even though researchers have been studying the magic tool
      for many years, it appears that it’s impossible to reproduce.

      It seems that a magic tool that transfers people like the ones in
      the dungeons is like a dream within a dream.

      「Does that mean you can deliver items anywhere as long as that
      place has the same magic tool?」

      Isn’t that dangerous in a sense?

      It would be possible to deliver explosives to the destination and
      destroy it.

      「No. These magic tools have something akin to an individual
      recognition code. It’s possible to send only to magical tools that
      have registered that code」

      It seems that transfer magic tools (simplified) have individual
      codes which are registered with the first transfer.

      It appears that one-way transfer is possible depending on the code
      is registered.

      Naturally, the registrations in the castle and other important
      places are limited, and the exchanges between countries are
      apparently dealt firmly in establishments in separate places.

      Besides, it appears that the magic tools owned by the country
      are nearly all currently located in Adventurer’s Guilds.

      Because they can be obtained only in dungeons, most of them are
      acquired by adventurers, so it’s only inevitable that the
      Adventurer’s Guilds will purchase them.

      Thus, the transfer magic tools in the Adventurer’s Guilds are used
      to send and deliver letters.

      The fee is higher than delivery by carriage or fast horse, but the
      fee is apparently set to a price that even common folk would be
      able to use it.

      The biggest advantage is the fast delivery.

      「So Adventurer’s Guild also had such use, I see. I didn’t know.
      Then, since it’s possible to deliver between the branches of
      Adventurer’s Guilds, is it possible to send letters even to the
      foreign countries?」

      「Yeah, that’s right. Adventurer’s Guilds all over the world are
      branches of one establishment, so they have the codes registered.
      This letter also went through the Adventurer’s Guild and was
      delivered just a little while ago. It was delivered as an urgent
      case before the sunrise」

      「Urgent? Did anything happen?」

      「No. Isaac just deliberately send it like that」

      「Hee?」

      「It appears he was frustrated by my boasting. Well, in other words,
      he’s harassing me」

      「Boasting? Harassment?」

      「Yeah, I was boasting in the letter I sent yesterday how good the
      slime jelly tasted. Of course, I even told him that you would teach
      me the way of making Cream bread」

      「Eh!?」

      Does that mean that Cedric-san wrote Isaac-san a letter in which
      he boasted about the slime jelly and Isaac-san who read that letter
      sent a reply letter urgently to be delivered before the sunrise in
      order to harass Cedric-san!?

      These siblings, what are they doing~!?

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 63 – Morning Market

      
      「It looks like Isaac’s hating to lose and immediately becoming
      irritated is still the same~ Although it was smoother over when he
      entered the Knights Order…… His recent reactions are quite honest.
      Iya~ How nostalgic」

      Cedric-san is making a very relieved expression.

      Was Cedric-san perhaps affectionate as well as teasing his little
      brother since childhood?

      I see, I see. Even though Isaac-san is teasing Wald-sama, his
      position would be reversed if his opponent was his
      Oniisan~

      I thought their relationship might be stormy for a moment there,
      but the brothers seem to be getting along well.

      「By the way, Takumi-san. If possible, won’t you go with me to
      the harbor’s morning market?」

      While thinking about the Risner brothers, Cedric-san suddenly
      proposed such.

      「Morning market? tte, won’t it cause a ruckus if Cedric-san
      goes?」

      「I will naturally go incognito」

      「……」

      Incognito, huh……

      Well, I don’t mind. “Big shots = traveling incognito,” is often the
      case anyway……

      「It seems there has been recently unusual food served in a
      harbor stall」

      「Unusual food?」

      「Yes. They have started selling just a few days ago, but it’s so
      popular that they have long queues every day and reputable for its
      great taste. Therefore, I thought to go to check it out」

      「Hee~ that’s indeed interesting」

      Popular enough to create queues, that’s certainly
      interesting.

      They were selling a few days before when we went to the morning
      market, didn’t they? However, I have not seen any long queues~ Were
      they already sold out when we were there?

      「I thought I would go there while inspecting」

      「You want us to accompany you?」

      「Please, by all means. I thought about bringing my sons along as
      well. Allen-kun, Elen-san, do you mind morning market’s street
      stall food for breakfast?」

      「「U?」」

      「It’s the place where a lot if fish is sold. He’s asking whether
      you’re fine with having a meal there」

      「「Un! Alright~」」

      「Is that so? Then, I will make the preparations immediately. I’m
      sorry, but please wait for a moment」

      「No, please take your time」

      That being the case, we have arrived at the harbor’s morning
      market’s plaza together with Cedric-san, Theodore-kun, and
      Latis-kun.

      Cedric-san wanted to go without guards at first, but it would be
      hard to deal with if something happened, so three guards including
      Joshua-san went along.

      Surprisingly, Joshua-san is an all-purpose butler who can be a
      guard as well!

      「Chichiue~ It’s that place, isn’t it!」

      「Yeah. It seems so」

      「Let’s go quickly!」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun urge Cedric-san and pull him by his
      hands.

      It has a feeling of exciting outing with their father.

      N? Allen and Elena are jii~ staring at the Risner parent
      and children…… and frequently glance at me? Is this possibly?

      Which reminds me, when walking with Allen and Elena, they either
      hold my clothes, or I’m carrying them in my arms, we hardly walk
      while holding hands, don’t we?

      The two stare at the Risner parent and children again. This is
      without a doubt, right?

      「Allen, Elena. Here」

      When I call Allen and Elene and extend my hands, as I thought,
      they both immediately grasp my hands.

      「「Ehehe~」」

      They were so happy they showed me grinning smiles and imitating
      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun, they guided me by hands to the end of
      the stall’s queue.

      Nevertheless, the queue is as incredible as Cedric-san said. It
      appears true that the stall is popular.

      「What an incredible people. I wonder what he’s selling?」

      「He appears to be shellfish, but I heard he uses a flavoring that
      was not used until now. If I’m not mistaken…… they are using a
      flavoring called soy sauce」

      「………… Soy sauce」

      Hahaha~…… no way, right……

      

      「……」

      I thought it was needless thoughts, but as we advance in the
      queue, we approach the stall little by little, and I smelled
      something familiar.

      「「Ah!」」

      「Ah~……」

      Allen and Elena saw the scallops stall owner and raised their
      voices.

      As expected…… it’s the stall owner I thought the butter and soy
      sauce scallops. What he’s selling is precisely that.

      「Is something wrong?」

      「Iya…… well, you see……」

      「N? Ooh! Isn’t that Anchan
      and the children!」

      Now then, how do I explain this……

      While worried how to explain to Cedric-san, the stall owner noticed
      us and waved his hand.

      「What’s that, Anchan? Are you perhaps waiting in the queue?
      There’s no need for Anchan to line up. No matter what, this is
      something Anchan has taught me. Are those Anchan’s companions?
      Look, come here and eat without reservation!」

      「…… Takumi-san?」

      「……」

      Ahh…… I feel like Cedric-san’s eyes are asking “What does this
      mean?”

      「No…… umm……」

      「Is it true that Takumi-san taught him this?」

      「…… Yes. On the day we arrived in this town……」

      Naturally, I explain everything that happened on the day I
      arrived in this town.

      「Haa……」

      Cedric-san who listened to my explanation deeply sighed.

      Somehow…… I’m really sorry? It’s not like I did something wrong,
      but it feels like I caused some trouble?

      First of all, let’s eat some scallops?

      「…… It’s delicious, isn’t it?」

      「「Takumi-san, it’s delicious!」」

      It appears the butter and soy sauce scallops suited the Risner
      parent and children’s tastes.

      「Takumi-san, could you tell me what this soy sauce is?」

      「Ah, yes. It’s a sap from tree called Koikuchi that grows in
      dungeons」

      「Is that so? Then, is it sold by shops dealing with dungeon
      items?」

      「That’s right」

      Apparently, Cedric-san is pleased with the taste of soy sauce
      and decided to stop by a shop dealing with dungeon items
      next.

      Looking at the people gathered at this stall, it’s easy to tell
      that the people of Aetherdia have accepted the taste of soy sauce,
      so why would they not use it before? Strange.

      「「Onii~chan」」

      「Un?」

      「「One more, please~」」

      Allen and Elena love this taste, don’t they?

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 64 – Fiji Company

      
      The largest or second largest commercial company in the Guardia
      country・Fiji Company.

      It’s a company that deals in food and monster materials, managing
      many shops and of course, they also deal with the goods found in
      dungeons.

      The main store of the Fiji Company is in the royal capital, but
      they have many branch stores, and one of those is also located in
      Bailey.

      「My my, Risner-sama. To think Risner-sama himself would visit
      our store directly! What may I help you with today?」

      After leaving from the morning market’s plaza, we have visited
      the Fiji Company together with Cedric-san and others. Thereupon, we
      had no appointment, but the branch manager immediately appeared at
      the storefront.

      It seems like there was an employee who has recognized Cedric-san
      and immediately went to inform the branch manager.

      「I’m sorry for the sudden visit. Actually, I’m looking for an
      article called soy sauce, I wonder if you are dealing with soy
      sauce here?」

      「Oya? Risner-sama desires the soy sauce too? Of course, we are
      dealing with them in this store」

      It appears that the Fiji Company is dealing with soy
      sauce.

      Moreover, from the branch manager’s words, there were other
      customers in search of soy sauce.

      「That’s relief. As expected, the demand has increased, hasn’t
      it?」

      「Yes. It has suddenly increased in the last two-three days. It
      apparently has something to do with the harbor’s street
      stall」

      「Oya, you know of it? As expected of this store’s manager, you are
      well-informed」

      「Information is the life force of business」

      「I’m ashamed to say, but I have not known of this flavoring until
      just recently」

      「No, no, soy sauce is a commodity that finally came to light just
      recently, it can be said that it’s only natural that Risner-sama
      didn’t know of it. Me too, in spite of managing a store, I didn’t
      give it much heed」

      Cedric-san and the branch manager are smiling on the surface,
      but it has some tingling feeling. Furthermore,
      the「Fufufu」and「Hahaha~」I hear at the end of their sentences…… it
      must be just my imagination.

      「So, Risner-sama. Have you visited our store to purchase the soy
      sauce today then?」

      「That too, but there’s something else. Do you have time?」

      「Of course. Ah, I’m sorry for making you talk while standing at
      such place. I will immediately guide you to the reception
      office」

      「Yes, thank you very much. ――Then, Takumi-san」

      「Y, yes!」

      Because I was completely absorbed in thoughts, I got startled
      when Cedric-san called to me.

      「I will talk with the branch manager for a while, so, I’m sorry
      but――」

      「Yes, we will look around at the products they have here, please
      don’t mind us!」

      Because I wanted to be excused from going to the reception
      office, I told Cedric-san that we will wait here before he could
      say anything.

      「Is that so, I understand. Ah, I’m sorry but can I leave my sons
      with you?」

      「Yes, don’t worry」

      「Then, thank you」

      Saying such, Cedric-san followed after the branch manager to the
      reception office inside the store.

      Thus, while the two are talking, we have decided to have other
      employees guide us around the store.

      The place we were guided to was not shelves of goods for ordinary
      customers, but a warehouse with all kinds of goods.

      Because there are many goods that are not displayed at the
      storefront, normal customers won’t be guided here unless they are
      special customers. Because feudal lord’s companions are special, I
      have gratefully let them guide me to the ingredient section.

      I mean, if they have goods that they are not displaying at the
      storefront, they might have ingredients that I have not laid my
      hands on yet, right?

      It turned into the feudal lord’s sons accompanying me while I do as
      I please, but because the two were interested, I decided to do what
      I wanted to.

      That being the case, it’s the three of us, me, Allen, Elen, plus
      Theodore-kun, Latis-kun, and Joshua-san, the six of us in total.
      The other two guards went together with Cedric-san.

      「「Ah! Anko~」」

      Immediately after being shown to the warehouse, Allen and Elena
      found something they recognized, but――

      「Allen, Elena. Those are red beans」

      「「Red beans~?」」

      「That’s right. Anko is sweetened boiled red beans」

      Allen and Elena seem to think that the red beans I used to make
      the bean paste are called「Anko」.

      「「Red beans~ Swe~et one is anko~」」

      「Un, that’s right」

      It’s not like all red beans made sweet are anko, but…… they are
      not wrong, oh well.

      「Takumi-san, what is「Anko」?」

      Theodore-kun who heard the exchange of the children and me
      became curious about what anko is.

      「Umm…… have you heard from Otousan about Anpan?」

      「Ah! I heard about that. It’s one of the new bread that recently
      became popular, isn’t it! I heard that Cream bread and Anpan can be
      eaten only in the town of Shirin where Ojiisama is!」

      「Ah~…… yes, that’s it. It’s the filling of that Anpan. It’s made
      from these red beans」

      「Eh, is that so!?」

      「This will become Anpan?」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun are listening while surprised.

      Thus, Joshua-san and the employee who guided us looked at us with
      surprised expressions.

      

      「Takumi-san, do you mind talking over here?」

      「N?」

      N? Is there a…… problem?

      While doubting, Joshua-san glanced at the employee.

      「Ah~……」

      I finally noticed. Did I expose the method of making anko in
      front of the employee?

      I don’t mind if the way to make anko spreads, but I don’t know how
      the Lauren House and Risner House would feel about that……

      「Umm, from now on, I’m supposed to teach how to make Anpan to a
      shop recommended by Cedric-san. And, if the store starts selling
      Anpan, they will have to purchase red beans on a regular
      basis……」

      「Let’s sign the contract of purchase!」

      Joshua-san begins to speak with the employee at his side.

      Perhaps, will the content of the contract include the incorporation
      of secrecy?

      Joshua-san, I’m sorry for increasing your work, but I will leave it
      to you.

      「Theodore-kun, I’m sorry. If I say carelessly, even more, I will
      make troubles for your Otousan, so I will answer what you want to
      know once we return, okay?」

      「Yes, thank you very much. But, I will be able to eat Anpan, won’t
      I! I’m looking forward to it!」

      「I’m looking forward to it as well!」

      「Is that so~ Then, I will make them with my best effort, so look
      forward to it」

      「「Yes!」」

      While Joshua-san and others were talking, I looked at the things
      around.

      This place is apparently a place where all beans are stored. In
      addition to the red beans, black beans and almost the same as
      soybean「Round beans」, there was something called 「Flower Beans」
      that I have never seen.

      「Ah, this is……」

      There, I found familiar beans in a bottle.

      It’s a black oval of the size of the thumbnail with a cracky dent.
      It’s slightly larger than those I know of, but the delicate smell
      is familiar.

      「Oya, does Takumi-san know of Kahee Beans?」

      「Kahe~ beans?」

      The employee who seems to have finished talking with Joshua-san
      taught me the name of the beans I was looking at.

      Kahe~…… Ahh, Kahee, is it? In Syl’s knowledge, the beans themselves
      are not suitable for edible use, but the extracted liquids are
      drinkable. That means, no need to guess, this are coffee beans,
      aren’t they!

      「It’s my first time seeing the real thing. These are already
      roasted, aren’t they? Are these used with water or hot water to
      make a black colored beverage?」

      「Yeah, that’s right」

      It’s coffee! Coffee!

      I found coffee!

      「These Kahee Beans are Risner’s domestic production luxury item,
      so our country is not that familiar with them yet, but they are
      popular among nobles. I’m surprised Takumi-san was aware」

      「Well, I have a moderate knowledge about foodstuff……」

      It’s all knowledge imprinted by Syl, though.

      「Is it possible to sell me these Kahee Beans?」

      「We surely can, but the price is a little expensive?」

      「That’s fine. By the way, do you have a tool that handles these
      beans here?」

      「Yes, we have. Shall I prepare that as well?」

      「Yes please」

      Yosh! If they have a grinder, it looks like I will be able to
      make a coffee soon♪

      Coffee after so long. Let’s make it immediately after we
      return!

      While cheerful that I obtained coffee beans, Cedric-san and the
      branch manager who seemed to finish discussing returned.

      「Thank you for waiting」

      「No, it wasn’t that――…… N?」

      「Takumi-san, what’s wrong?」

      I caught the sight of the mark on the documents Cedric-san held.
      That’s probably the crest of this store.

      Looking carefully, isn’t it drawn everywhere including the shelves
      and bags?

      Then, I remembered. That I have seen a branch of this store before,
      or not…… a different place. Where did I……?

      N~…… ah! That thing! I remember.

      The sunken ship in the Mermaid Village! The marks drawn on the body
      and flags of the ship should be the same as this mark!

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 65 – Owner of the Sunken Ship

      
      「Cedric-san, do you know of Dietlinde?」

      「Dietlinde, is it? …… If I’m not mistaken, I heard such name in a
      report documents before…… Ah! Wasn’t it the sunken ship of this
      store?」

      「Yes, that’s right. There fortunatelywere no casualties, but
      that was a really heavy blow……」

      Yeah, as I thought, that mark is this store’s mark without a
      doubt.

      「In fact, the ship――Dietlinde, that sunk to the bottom of the
      sea, I have recovered it……」

      「「…… Yes?」」

      When I convey that I have recovered the sunken ship, Cedric-san
      and the branch manager-san stare at me with absentminded
      expressions.

      「…… The ship has sunk, you know?」

      「Yes, I have found it at the bottom of the sea」

      「…… I think the report said it sunk quite deep, though……」

      「Just a bit of long-distance swim」

      「…… The ship should be a large model, how did you recover
      it?」

      「I can use《Infinite Storage》. You have not heard from
      Isaac-san?」

      「…………」

      Cedric-san asks questions one after another, but after I simply
      answer them, he eventually becomes silent.

      I thought that Isaac-san reported everything about me, but it
      appears he didn’t tell Cedric-san about this.

      I see, he didn’t know about the《Infinite Storage》…… it appears I
      have exposed myself.

      Well,《Infinite Storage》is convenient. I have gotten used to the
      life on Aetherdia too, it would be troublesome to keep on hiding
      it……

      「I’m sorry. I have not heard from Isaac about this. Have you
      really recovered Dietlinde?」

      「Yes」

      「So, what does Takumi-san want to do with that ship?」

      「Eh? Wouldn’t you normally return it?」

      Because I picked up a lost item, I feel like it should have been
      returned to the owner, but……

      N~? In Japan, found articles have to be delivered to the police. It
      should have been a usurpation if I took it…… what, is it different
      over here?

      The way Cedric-san is speaking, it makes him sound as if I didn’t
      have to return it.

      「Then, will you return that ship to the owner?」

      「Yeah. It seems to be loaded with cargo. Well, it has sunk, so I
      don’t know what happened to the contents, but I think there should
      also be things that are safe」

      Because the ship has sunk while stacked with cargo, I think
      there should be a considerable loss. Therefore, I think it would be
      nice if something was saved, even if little.

      「Do you intend not to receive any compensation?」

      「Yeah, that was my intention, but? Ah, if the burden of disposal is
      greater than what came back to you, I won’t force you to take it
      back?」

      Even if you recover what you can still use, there are cases
      where dismantling and disposing of the damaged goods will cost you,
      right? In that case, I wouldn’t mind letting it fertilize in
      the《Infinite Storage》, you see.

      「No! I think there are more things to obtain. Isn’t that
      so?」

      「Yes! Just as you said!」

      When Cedric-san asks, the branch manager agrees
      exaggeratedly.

      I’m told that ships on Aetherdia move with magic stones, and the
      magic stone used on this ship is considerably large and fairly
      valuable.

      Apparently, because the cause of the sinking was damage in the
      ship’s bottom which caused flooding, the magic stone has no
      problems and recovering that magic stone will sharply decrease the
      losses.

      Listening further, found articles on Aetherdia are apparently
      fine to keep by those who find them. Even if you know the
      owner.

      What’s easy to understand is goods stolen by bandits. Those who
      exterminate the bandits have the rights to keep the stolen goods.
      In case the owner wants to recover the stolen goods by any means,
      he must buy back the goods with an appropriate amount of
      money.

      While listening to Cedric-san’s explanation, which reminds me,
      I have such knowledge, don’t I~ I suddenly recall. It appears
      that considering Earth standards is mostly no good.

      

      「Is that fine? If you sell the magic stone used in the ship, you
      could acquire a lot of money, you know?」

      「I’m good on money. I will return the ship to the company」

      The amount of money needed for repurchase is settled by the
      person who has the goods, so there’s no problem even if you return
      it for free. If that’s the case, I will choose that.

      When I said so, the branch manager made an expression as if
      bursting into tears.

      Well, if a ship loaded with cargo sank, it would cause a
      considerable amount of damage. You would cry if the losses could
      decrease even a little, wouldn’t you~

      Anyhow, as it would be better to check the ship and the cargo,
      we decide to move to a warehouse owned by the Fiji Company at the
      pier.

      「「Onii~chan, where to~?」」

      「N? Does Allen and Elena remember the sunken ship?」

      「「Ship~?」」

      「Right. The one Mirena-san asked me to「Remove」」

      「「Un, remember~」」

      「That ship you see, I have found the person who lost it, so I’m
      going to return it」

      「「Return~? Why~?」」

      Ehh!? Why? N~…… Why, huh……

      「Umm…… you see? What would Allen and Elena do if the person
      walking in front of them lost something?」

      「「Pick up~?」」

      「That’s right. Then, what after picking it up?」

      「「Give back~?」」

      「It’s the same. Oniichan also picked up the ship, so I’m
      returning it to the owner」

      「「I see~」」

      The two seem to be convinced.

      Strictly speaking, this is a little bit different, but I would like
      for Allen and Elena to return lost items to their owners. This
      should be okay.

      When we arrive at the warehouse, I immediately retrieve
      Dietlinde from the《Inifnite Storage》.

      For a moment, I thought that sea water might flow out when I take
      it out, but such thing didn’t happen. It seems that when I
      collected the『Ship』, the sea water it was flooded in didn’t come
      with it. I’m glad~

      「This is it. Is there no mistake?」

      「T, there’s no mistake! That’s our ship!」

      When I try to confirm, the branch manager who saw the ship
      shouts.

      In addition, I heard Theodore-kun saying「Ama~zing」, Latis-kun
      admiring with「Seriously……」and「A ship this big……」among others from
      the guards and employees.

      I know that the sizes of《Infinite Storages》are different, but
      perhaps, something of this size wouldn’t…… fit in? No, it can’t
      be.

      However, I’m removing the ban on《Infinite Storage》. It may be
      standing out, but let’s leave it on a high magical power.

      So, about the Dietlinde, it appears to be Fiji Company’s ship
      without a doubt. Besides, as I thought, the mark on the hull is
      same as Fiji Company’s mark. I made no mistake.

      If that’s the case, it doesn’t seem to be necessary to investigate
      whether this is Fiji Company’s ship or not.

      「Then, is it okay to return it?」

      「Yes! Thank you very much!!」

      That being the case, I was able to return Dietlinde to the
      proper owner safely.

      However, I didn’t expect that the branch manager would give me the
      coffee beans, the necessary tools, and other things I wanted to buy
      free of charge.

      I felt bad and tried to pay for it, but Cedric-san told me it would
      be better to accept at least that much. That being the case, I
      obediently accepted it and we left the company.

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 66 – A Dish of Desire

      
      By becoming acquaintanced with the Fiji Company, I was able to
      find spices I have not yet obtained. This being a harbor trade
      town, they have everything which couldn’t be found in Shirin.

      In Shirin, I have obtained red chili pepper, black pepper, garlic,
      ginger, and cumin. And in Bailey, I purchased turmeric, cardamon,
      coriander, and clove.

      I recognize them as ingredients for cooking, but they are used as
      materials for medicines and are not sold in food stores, but
      pharmacies instead.

      They were used in Oriental medicine on Earth as well. I’m much
      obligated to turmeric hangover drink.

      Since I have gathered so many spices, I want to make a curry.
      Curry and rice!

      It’s a Japanese staple home cooking said to rarely have people who
      dislike it! I want to eat curry and rice soon!

      Long ago, I have been curious about spices used in the curry and
      looked them up on the internet, so I somehow remember the used
      spices. Therefore, let’s collected the ingredients!

      …… It’s just, as expected, I don’t remember the spice blend.

      If i recall correctly, turmeric was somewhat larger in quantity,
      and the other spices should be completely different depending on
      the curry you make.

      You can use many things to suppress the bad smell in a meat curry
      or use many things to complement the vegetable curry. The spiciness
      is naturally adjusted with the red chili pepper.

      In short, it changes significantly depending on preferences.

      Therefore, if I add the spices little by little, even I should be
      able to make it.

      That being the case, let’s challenge making curry right
      away!

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      I have borrowed a place to prepare the food in the Risner
      mansion’s garden.

      At first, I thought of borrowing a section in the kitchen, but what
      I’m making is a curry, so…… I would feel really sorry if the scent
      of curry stained the mansion.

      I even intended to go outside the town.

      Now then, I’m making a curry, but what Curry will I make
      today?

      Seafood curry is good too, but it’s my first time today, so I think
      that orthodoxly basic curry would be better.

      Onions, carrots, potatoes. Because there’s no ordinary pork meat,
      Orc meat should be fine.

      I stir-fry the meat and vegetables cut into bite sizes, and put it
      in the soup stock I made beforehand. I cook until the fire hits the
      vegetables.

      Meanwhile, I prepare another frying pan, I cook oil and wheat while
      paying attention not to burn them, and add a suitable combination
      of spices. I pour in the broth made in a pot from boiling
      vegetables little by little, so it wouldn’t make any lumps, and
      then put it back in the pot.

      「「Stir~」」

      「Un. Then, I will leave it to you」

      「「Un!」」

      Allen and Elena have volunteered to help out, so I leave the
      stirring of the pot to them.

      Next, I have to put in a subtle seasoning to bring out the flavor.
      The classic stuff when making a curry is ketchup and Worcester
      sauce, but…… I don’t have either of them, huhh~ Ah, maybe I can use
      Turi fruit paste?

      I also often heard of chocolate and coffee powder?

      I have not found chocolate yet, and it’s not like I can just crush
      the Kahee beans into powder…… let’s take the simple approach here
      and use Rigo fruit and honey.

      I’m suppressing the spiciness as much as possible, so Allen and
      Elena could eat it too, but it will become rather sweet if I put
      Rigo and honey in.

      「Yosh! This should be fine. Allen, Elena, thank you. That’s
      enough~」

      「「Ye~s」」

      Well, all that’s left is to slowly let it simmer, so shall we
      get a little bit unfair?

      「《Aging》」

      A Space-time magic I have learned just recently,《Aging》. This is
      a magic which makes the time of the target pass. By the way, this
      magic works only on non-creatures.

      Using this magic, the curry matured instantly. And that’s it.

      I scoop the finished curry and sample it at once.

      「Oh, feels nice」

      It’s not spicy enough for me, but the taste is quite
      delicious.

      Like this, even Allen and Elena will be able to eat it.

      「Here, Allen, Elena. Say ahh~」

      「「Ahh~」」

      「How is it? Is it spicy?」

      「「Delish~」」

      It seems the spiciness was suppressed to the extent that the two
      can eat it without any problems.

      Then, let’s write the blend of spices down before I forget. And, it
      would be better to use it as a base to improve the taste little by
      little.

      「「Uniyu~」」

      「N, what’s wrong? Was it spicy after all?」

      

      Allen and Elena pull on my clothes as if to complain about
      something.

      「「Onii~chan」」

      「What is it?」

      「「Many~」」

      「Eh?」

      「「There~」」

      「Haa?」

      When I looked where Allen and Elena were pointing, I saw people
      peeking from shadows at us.

      Risner parents and children, the servants working at the Risner
      mansion, even Knights are there. I have not noticed the large
      number of people who have gathered until now because I was absorbed
      in making the curry.

      It’s my carelessness that I have not noticed them even though so
      many people gathered, but…… they were hiding so well I thought they
      have【Concealment】or【Seclusion】skills.

      「………… What are you doing in a place like that?」

      「But, Takumi-san! I smell such delicious fragrance!」

      「Ah~……」

      Cedric-san said as the representative of the crowd.

      It appears they were lured by the scent of curry.

      As expected of curry! To lure people to this extent……

      「Takumi-san, what is that?」

      「It’s a dish called Curry from my hometown」

      「Curry, is it?」

      「Yes, that’s right」

      Before we noticed, Cedric-san was peeking at the contents of the
      pot.

      「It smells nice, but an incredible color it has」

      「Both the fragrance and color turned out like this because several
      herbs were used」

      「Herbs?! Even though it smells so appetizing?」

      「That’s right」

      Following after Cedric-san, Theodore-kun, Latis-kun, and
      naturally, the other people gathered around us.

      「……」

      How do I control this situation?

      N~ Should I let them eat right away? But, there’s not that much of
      it. Would they leave if I let them have a lick of taste, I
      wonder……

      This, I will have to prepare a large amount……?

      Fortunately, the taste is satisfactory, and I have a large quantity
      of spices and ingredients in the stock.

      「I will make everyone’s portion in time for the din――」

      『Really!??』

      The people curiously staring at the pot instantly reacted to my
      words and raised their voices.

      I beg you, let me speak until the end!

      Ah, right, right. These people would eat bread instead of rice,
      and as expected, I will have to prepare other dishes with the
      curry. There are chefs among the people as well, so shall I tell
      them?

      「Excuse me. This is more or less supposed to be a soup, so
      bread, salad, and necessary main di――」

      「「「Leave it to us!」」」

      Therefore, let me talk until the end!!

      When it got decided that they will be able to have a dinner, the
      gathered people returned to their posts.

      Thus, because the curry will be for dinner, I have stored our lunch
      curry without eating it into the《Infinite Storage》, and decided to
      have a lunch of a simple Cream bread and Anpan.

      Well, they are Allen and Elena’s favorite, so they had no problem
      with the change of menu.

      After finishing the lunch, I wanted to start making curry again,
      but…… let’s make seafood curry next? The people here are familiar
      with marine products, after all.

      For the second time of making curry, I kept in mind to use wind
      magic to fire the fragrance of curry high to the skies.

      Thanks to that, there has been no terror caused by the smell.

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 67 – Captives

      
      And, at dinner time――

      「Yeah. This dish has a really nice fragrance, after all」

      It’s us, Cedric-san, Theodore-kun, and Latis-kun at the Risner
      mansion’s dining room.

      Their daughter seems to be feeling slightly unsettled, so
      Olivie-san is with her.

      「Chichiue~ I want to eat already~」

      「Already~」

      「That’s so, isn’t it? Then, let’s eat」

      「「Yes, itadakimasu」」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun urged Cedric-san that they want to
      eat.

      Then, when the dinner started, the Risner parent and children ate
      the curry before anything else.

      「「Delicious!」」

      「This is……」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun expressed their honest impression.
      Because Allen and Elena have tasted it beforehand, I thought it was
      fine, but I’m glad it suits their tastes.

      Cedric-san didn’t give his direct thoughts, but his expression
      speaks for all.

      「Allen, Elena, let’s eat as well」

      「「Un! Itadakima~su」」

      Since I have confirmed the Risner parent and children reactions,
      I have decided to eat as well.

      I’m slightly regretful that I had to give up on rice for bread
      because we are eating with Risners, but…… I will definitely eat
      curry and rice before long!

      「「Onii~chan, this is delish too~」」

      「Is that so? I’m glad~ Eat lots, okay?」

      「「Un」」

      The classic curry I’ve made during the day and this seafood
      curry taste quite differently, but it appears the children like
      even this curry.

      「It’s really good」

      「The jelly was delicious too, but to be able to even make a dish
      like this, Takumi-san is really incredible」

      「「Onii~chan, incredible~?」」

      「Yes, incredible」

      「Takumi-san is amazing」

      「「Un, Onii~chan is incredible~ Ehehe~」」

      Ooh? Allen and Elena who have not talked with Theodore-kun and
      Latis-kun yet are suddenly having a conversation. That the topic is
      me is a little bit, but……

      「Onii~chan’s meals are delish~」

      「Eating lots~」

      「Is that so? Takumi-san, may I have seconds please?」

      「Me too!」

      「Of course, I don’t mind. Eat a lot. How about Allen and
      Elena?」

      「「Will eat~」」

      The four children who are getting along well want second
      helpings.

      While such harmonious air was drifting, Cedric-san who silently ate
      the curry suddenly stood up from his chair.

      「Takumi-san!! This dish called curry is very wonderful! Such
      complex yet complete taste! In addition――」

      And he suddenly became speaking out his impression like a food
      critic.

      …… What to do? Cedric-san’s is different from the usual.

      Have I perhaps mixed something strange into the curry? Is this
      world’s cardamon or clover actually used as stimulant medicine or
      something……

      It was such doubtful scene.

      Cedric-san’s sons Theodore-kun and Latis-kun were watching their
      father dumbfoundedly.

      「Chichiue, you are entirely different from usual……」

      「Un. It’s my first time seeing such Chichiue~」

      Cedric-san was talking about the deliciousness of curry for ten
      minutes straight.

      「It has been a while since I’ve gotten so passionate. Yeah, we
      are already fine, so you guys come down and eat too. Takumi-san,
      you don’t mind, do you?」

      「…… N, no, it’s alright」

      Ah, it’s the usual Cedric-san.

      Apparently, the servants were restless from wanting to eat the
      curry, so Cedric-san did a tactful thing and allowed them to leave
      the room.

      I have left a large pot of curry in the kitchen before the dinner,
      but because the servants can’t eat before the Lord of this house,
      Cedric-san, they had to standby.

      Since they have gotten the permission to eat the curry, they are
      probably moving to the kitchen now.

      The servants waiting at the table withdrew and after a few
      minutes――

      ――Batan!

      

      Suddenly, the door of the dining room was opened with a loud
      noise.

      「Head Chef? What is the matter?」

      It was the Head Chef of the Risner House who entered the dining
      room.

      Cedric-san spoke to the Head Chef who entered in a rush.

      「Excuse me, Dannasama! I’m aware that I’m being
      discourteous, but I couldn’t stay still after tasting that
      dish……」

      「That means, you were impressed by Takumi-san’s dish?」

      The Head Chef instantly moved to my side and suddenly kneeled on
      the floor.

      「Takumi-sama! That dish called curry is wonderful! It’s my first
      time experiencing such impact from eating a dish after such a long
      time! By all means, please make me your apprentice!」

      「Eeh?!」

      A, apprentice?! What is this Head Chef saying all of
      sudden!?

      「…… Umm, I’m sorry」

      「Eh!? Why!? Are my abilities not enough?! Even though I look like
      this, I have been earnestly cooking until now! W, what am I
      lacking~?」

      No, I’m not a cook in the first place, so I can’t take an
      apprentice. Therefore, I refused, but the Head Chef doesn’t seem to
      be convinced.

      「Now there, Riyan. You must not trouble Takumi-san too much.
      Takumi-san is not a cook but a simple adventurer, so it’s not like
      he can take an apprentice」

      It’s exactly like that.

      「However, Dannasama~」

      「Well, I understand what Riyan is trying to say. Cream bread and
      Jelly, butter and soy sauce scallops, and now the curry. After
      making so many new dishes, it would be weird if you weren’t a
      cook」

      「Ehh……」

      …… He said something rude. To call me weird……

      「Takumi-san. Apprentice might be unreasonable, but are you
      planning on putting the curry spices on market?」

      Eh? Putting the curry spices on the market?

      「Umm…… do you mean you would like to buy the recipe?」

      「No, I don’t wish to buy it individually like the Cream bread, but
      I think it’s something that should be sold to a lot of people with
      a formal contract with a company」

      The talk became somewhat big, didn’t it~ But――

      「I haven’t thought about it」

      「May I inquire why?」

      「Yeah. Half of the ingredients used for the curry spice are used as
      medicinal plants. Using it individually would be rather more
      preferable, as it would be necessary to purchase the ingredients in
      large quantities otherwise. Therefore, I would like to avoid a
      sudden price jump of herbs used in medicine」

      If you suddenly start using herbs like seasonings, won’t the
      price skyrocket with a high demand? If so, there would be people
      who won’t be able to afford medicine anymore, I don’t want
      that.

      「I see, there’s certainly a possibility of that. I will
      investigate a little, but if there’s no problem around that area,
      would you consider selling it?」

      「Yes. That wouldn’t be a problem」

      Cedric-san will conduct a market research regarding the sale of
      the curry spice, but it has been decided that I will tell
      Cedric-san only the spices that are used in medicine.

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 68 – Interaction

      
      After the meal, we decided to move to the lounge and chat with
      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun.

      Incidentally, Cedric-san apparently still has to work, so he
      returned to his office.

      「Takumi-san, what monsters have you defeated so far?」

      「What kind of place is a dungeon?」

      「Umm…… you two have interest in such stories?」

      「「Yes!」」

      「Stories about defeating dragons are my favorite」

      「Mine too!」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun apparently love stories about
      adventure and heroic tales, so they asked about the stories of our
      actual experiences.

      Therefore, I decided to talk a bit about the incident in
      Shirin.

      「Allen-kun and Elena-chan are going on adventures together with
      Takumi-san, right? Isn’t it dangerous?」

      「Ah~…… well, it’s not like there’s no danger, but you see. Allen
      and Elena are strong~」

      「Strong?」

      「Un, strong~」

      「Stronger than a wolf?」

      「Than a goblin?」

      「If it’s a wolf or a goblin, the two can easily defeat it~」

      「「Ooh~」」

      「Amazing!」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun look at Allen and Elena with eyes
      full of respect.

      「「……」」

      As if shy by that, Allen and Elena who are sitting on both of my
      sides cling to my and hide their faces to escape.

      「Look, Allen, Elena. You are being praised as amazing, you
      know?」

      「「Uniyu~……」」

      The two press and shake their heads from side to side against
      me. This is not shyness……

      「It seems they got so happy from being praised they got
      embarrased」

      「Is that so?」

      「It’s like that, isn’t it?」

      「「Uniyu~」」

      When I say that, Allen and Elena press and shake their heads
      again.

      No, this is adorable, but!

      My cheeks loosened from seeing their unusual reaction.

      After that, when I continued talking with Theodore-kun and
      Latis-kun for a while, Allen and Elena started participating in the
      conversation little by little.

      Did they get a little bit closer?

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      「This will be finished after it boils down」

      「Red beans could be used in such way, huh」

      Today, we have come to the Risner House’s affiliated bakery.
      That is, of course, to teach them how to make Cream bread and
      Anpan.

      Although I say that, because the jam buns have already spread, they
      know the way to insert the filling into the bread dough, so I’m
      only teaching them custard cream and red bean paste recipes.

      Oh well, because the other side are pros, they were able to make it
      after I showed it once without any problem.

      「That’s all for the recipe. Because I think the boiling down and
      sweetness should be left to the store’s preferences, please make it
      several times and search for the best one」

      「It’s certainly necessary to make it several times with various
      sweetness levels, but regarding how to make it, we will follow what
      we were taught. Iya~ nevertheless, it’s like a dream to be able to
      make Cream bread and Anpan in our store!」

      The shop manager has a very splendid store since he’s a purveyor
      to a noble’s house, but his personality is very broad-minded, so
      because he was polite person right from the start, the teaching
      session progressed very smoothly. As expected of a person chosen by
      Cedric-san.

      Becuase my instruction ended, I decided to make a new bread from
      here.

      First, I mixed the liquid I just obtained by extracting it from
      Kahee beans with the custard cream and made a Cream bread with
      that.

      It’s faintly bitter, but I think even Allen and Elena would be able
      to eat this.

      Kahee itself is a little expensive, so I don’t think it’s possible
      to sell this in a store, but it’s enough to enjoy it by
      ourselves.

      Next is, as expected, a curry bread. The filling is the curry I
      made yesterday!

      The curry made for the curry bread has plenty of finely chopped
      vegetables and keema curry like meat.

      It’s more of a piroshki rather than a curry bread, but let’s go
      with a curry bread!

      Speaking of curry bread, it’s generally fried in oil, but I decided
      to leave out frying and bake it in an oven. Because I thought there
      would be ruckus again if I start frying it.

      I wrap the curry bread and store it in the《Inifnite Storage》. I
      think I will fry later in secret. Because of that, I made a rather
      large amount of curry and also prepared a lot of dough.

      Ah, stretching the dough and wrapping it around a sausage to make a
      sausage bread might be good?

      It’s fine to bake it, but I would prefer to fry this as well,
      right~ Yosh, let’s make a large portion of this as well and store
      some in the《Infinite Storage》for later frying.

      Next, I cut the dough which I molded into a round shape, and
      insert mayonnaise, tuna, and finely chopped onions. Right, it’s
      tuna onion bread.

      Ah, I should make tunamayo sandwich too. Let’s make it next
      time~♪

      Yosh! Only fermenting and baking is left.

      

      The moment the bread finished baking, the children gathered
      around the iron plate I have taken out of the oven.

      「「Everything seems so delicious!」」

      「「Delish~」」

      「Allen, Elena. It looks delicious, doesn’t it?」

      「「Looks delish~」」

      「Un, right」

      In fact, today, Theodore-kun and Latis-kun came together with us
      for the bread making.

      Although I say that, I invited them myself when Cedric-san informed
      me of the schedule.

      Yesterday, Allen and Elena opened their hearts a little, so it was
      a really good timing.

      「The iron plate is hot, so don’t touch it, okay~」

      『Ye~s』

      I removed the heat from the bread with magic and cut it into
      four equal pieces. Because there are six kinds, it would be
      certainly too much for the children to eat it all.

      「Here you go」

      「It’s fine to eat it?!」

      「Sure it is~」

      「Wa~ Itadakimasu」

      「Itadakimasu」

      「Here, this is Allen’s and Elena’s」

      「「Un! Itadakima~su」」

      The four started eating the bread at once.

      『Delicious (Delish~)』

      The impressed voices of the four children splendidly
      harmonize.

      「Anpan is delicious as well」

      「Aniue, the curry bread is differently delicious from the curry we
      ate yesterday」

      「「Cre~am!」」

      「That’s right. Cream bread is certainly delicious as well」

      「Yes, this Kahee Cream bread is also delicious. I couldn’t drink
      Kahee because it was bitter, but I can eat it if it’s like
      this」

      「「Un!」」

      The four children were eating bread while talking about which
      they prefer. Un, un, they are getting along very well~

      While observing the children getting so along――

      「Takumi-dono! Every bread is really wonderful! By all means,
      make me your apprentice!」

      「I’m sorry. I will refuse」

      「T, that can’t be~……」

      …… An apprentice appeared even here. This bakery’s shop
      manager.

      Of course, I immediately refused.

      「「Onii~chan」」

      Ignoring the shop manager-san who’s hanging his head, after
      storing the bread I’m going to take with us into the《Infinite
      Storage》, the children who finished eating the bread came to my
      side.

      Because Allen and Elena were clinging to me with all their heart,
      they were really happy when I gently stroked their heads.

      「Takumi-san, it was very delicious」

      「It was delicious」

      Theodore-kun and Latis-kun give me their honest impressions.
      What a good children they are~

      「Were they to your liking?」

      「「Yes」」

      「I see, I’m glad~ Then, your Otousan must be “still not here~” expecting
      us, so let’s return with some gifts」

      Cedric-san wanted to go with us, but he had to stay at home to
      tend to the official duties.

      「Ah~ Chichiue wanted to come along so much」

      「He was so disappointed when Joshua told him that he couldn’t
      go~」

      Un, he looked extremely disheartened to me as well. Moreover, he
      was forcibly dragged to the office by Joshua-san.

      As it seems he would escape from the house when a chance arises, I
      think we should return earlier.

      「It would be too pitiful to keep him waiting, so let’s go,
      everyone~」

      『Ye~s』

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 69 – Bandits

      
      We have left from Bailey early in the morning and arrived at a
      certain mountain after a half day of walking.

      「Joule, Feat, thank you」

      『Wafu』『Gau』

      Although I say that, I have summoned Joule and others after
      getting slightly away from the town and we moved on them, so it
      didn’t take that much time to arrive at the destination.

      「N~, would it be better if you turned small here?」

      『Kyan』『Naa~』

      It’s unhabituated mountain, but it would be unsuitable to keep
      riding on Joule’s and other’s backs on this mountain, so I had them
      turn smaller.

      The space between the trees is considerably narrower compared to
      the Gaya Forest, so it doesn’t seem like running around in their
      big forms would be good.

      『Garu~』

      Vector was in his small form since I summoned him. Well,
      although I say small, he’s as big as Allen and Elena. Rather,
      Vector is slightly bigger.

      「Now then, what shall we do?」

      「Herb~」

      「Searching~」

      「Eh? Herb searching? It’s not like we have accepted a request, it’s
      okay to play around, you know?」

      When I asked the children what they want to do, they returned an
      unexpected reply.

      I thought of receiving a request before coming here at first, but I
      somehow didn’t want to go to this place’s Adventurer’s Guild, so we
      have not received any requests today.

      That’s why I thought of normally playing today, but to think they
      would want to do herb searching……

      「Lemme see~…… ah!」

      Right. It might be a good idea to look for the materials and
      herbs used as spices for curry. When I looked around lightly, and
      as I thought, I found a mint growing nearby.

      「Allen, Elena. Shall we look for plants and herbs for today’s
      meal?」

      「「Un, let’s do it~」」

      Allen and Elena have displayed a great motivation.

      At the same time, Joule and others drew closer to us.

      「Oh, everyone will help us out?」

      『Kyan』『Naa~』『Pii~』『Garu~』

      That being the case, I thought of searching for plants and herbs
      while strolling around the mountain, but――

      「「Ah!」」

      「Allen, Elena?」

      Suddenly, Allen and Elena began feeling presences from the
      surroundings.

      When I also looked around with【Detection】, I sensed several
      presences at some distance away.

      「Ah~……」

      Furthermore, they are surrounding us from all sides.

      The presences are also gradually approaching us. This is obviously
      not the movement of animals or monsters. No need to guess, this
      is……

      And then, after a few minutes, ten-odd people holding weapons
      appeared.

      We are just passing by, they won’t be saying that, will they? As I
      thought, they are bandits, aren’t they~

      When I used【Appraisal】to see their status, their occupation had
      properly【Bandit】beside it. We have encountered a troublesome
      group.

      「Head~ They are a man and two brats」

      「No woman, huh. You bastards, kill the man and steal the valuables.
      Don’t kill the brats, we are going to sell them」

      『Ussu!』

      It looks like fighting can’t be avoided.

      Even if you kill bandits, it won’t become a crime in this world.
      But, I don’t think of proceeding to kill them. I do not intend to
      hesitate because they are dangerous, but I don’t plan on staining
      our hands on opponents of such degree. I would like to avoid taking
      lives as much as possible.

      I thought of reaching my hands and pulling Allen and Elena behind
      me, but the two are already in a complete battle mode. Even if I
      tell them, they won’t obediently back away, right?

      「Allen, Elena. Are you not willing to let Oniichan take care of
      this?」

      「Allen too~」

      「Elena too~」

      …… Un, they are eager to act.

      「Oniichan wants to be entrusted with this?」

      「「………… Doing~」」

      

      They seemed to be conflicted a little, but they don’t withdraw.
      How unfortunate.

      「Ah~…… then, can you go easy? You must absolutely not kill,
      okay?」

      「「Can do~」」

      The two are usually obedient, but they are surprisingly
      belligerent.

      「Joule, Feat, Bolt, and Vector will……」

      『Kyan』『Na~u』『Pii』『Garu』

      …… They are fully motivated as well.

      「…… You guys hold back too, okay? Please, avoid killing as much
      as possible」

      『Kyan』『Na~u』『Pii』『Garu』

      Everyone except Bolt are in their small forms, but all of them
      should be able to instantly kill if going seriously.

      I beg you, don’t overdo it! We obviously have too much fighting
      power!

      「You bastards, let’s go-!」

      『Ooohーーー』

      With the command of the man called Head, the bandits
      simultaneously rushed at us.

      Using it as a signal, the children faced the bandits.

      「「Yaa!」」

      「「Guwa……」」

      『Kyan』『Nnaa』『Garu~』

      「「「Guwa……」」」

      『Piii』

      「Giyaaーーー」

      The bandits decreased in numbers in no time.

      Ah~ Lemme see, lemme see…… un, they are fine. They didn’t
      die.

      I thought it would be difficult to render the bandits incapable of
      fighting, but it appears the children can properly control their
      power. I’m a bit relieved.

      「You bastards, what are you doing against brats, dogs, and
      cats!!」

      「H, however, Head! These guys are str~ong!」

      The Head gets angry seeing his underlings get beaten one after
      another, and the remaining underlings are preparing to flee.

      「「Yaa!」」

      「Gufu」

      「Gawa」

      Thus, Allen and Elena knock them out as well.

      Not being able to endure, the Head faced the children while a
      holding a knife――

      「You bastards! If you want to live――guha!」

      Vector slammed into the Head with all his power.

      「「「H, Head!!?」」」

      『Garu~♪』

      The Head flew slightly backward, but Vector’s attack was a
      simple ramming attack…… he will surely live……

      「T, there’s no way we can win against fellows like
      these~~~」

      「Oopsy, I won’t let you escape」

      「Hiii!!」

      Looking at their companions getting beaten one after another,
      one of the remaining bandits tried to escape.

      I swiftly move behind him and place a knife against his throat.

      「Are all of your companions here? Ahh, will you also tell me
      where your hideout is?」

      「P, please wait-!」

      「If you don’t answer quickly, my clumsy hand might slip, you
      know?」

      「Hiiiiii!! Talk, I will talk! I will talk so, p, please spare
      me…」

      When I lowered my knife, the bandit immediately answered my
      questions.

      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 70 – Hideout

      
      According to what I heard from the bandit I have caught, there
      are less than ten of companions in the hideout.

      Moreover, it seems that the hideout is in a place on this
      mountain.

      In truth, I wanted to report the information obtained from the
      bandit when we returned to the town, but would it be better to
      clean up the hideout since it’s nearby?

      「「Finished~」」

      While getting the needed information from the bandit, Allen and
      Elena ran up to me. It appears they have defeated all of the
      remaining bandits.

      「Welcome back. Were you able to properly hold back, I
      wonder~」

      「「Un. Able~」」

      After confirming the defeated bandits just in case, there wasn’t
      anyone who died.

      When I tied the bandits with a rope so they couldn’t escape and
      wondered whether to bring them with us to the hideout, Vector
      looked at me with some kind of expectations.

      Somehow, when I tied the end of the rope from the bundle of
      bandits, Vector was――

      『Garu~♪』

      He was easily dragging ten-odd adult men behind him in a happy
      mood.

      I thought that Vector looked strong the first time I saw him, but
      it seems it was just like that.

      I couldn’t be bothered, so I decide to have Vector transport the
      bandits.

      We immediately went towards the bandit’s hideout.

      Will we arrive at the hideout soon? When I used【Detection】with such
      thoughts, there were seven responses. These responses must be the
      remaining bandits.

      When quietly moving from there, we immediately discovered a
      hideout-ish cave.

      When I peeped at the situation, I saw the bandits having a drinking
      bout at the cave’s entrance. Their appearances are not different
      from the bandits we have defeated, but I use【Appraisal】to check
      just in case.

      Un, they are bandits.

      From what was told to me, the remaining numbers were around ten, so
      it can be said that seven is everyone…… but, because they use the
      inside of the cave as a dwelling, there’s a possibility of others
      being inside…… as expected, even my【Detection】can’t check the
      cave’s interior.

      Well, after tidying up the people outside, should we examine the
      cave too?

      「Yaa!」

      「「Guha」」

      『Kyan』『Nnaa』『Piii』

      「「「Gyaaーーー」」」

      『Garu~』

      「「Ugyaa-」」

      While having such thoughts, the children immediately defeated
      the bandits drinking at the front of the cave.

      「Hahaha~」

      My turn didn’t appear once again.

      Well, let’s assume that it’s alright that my turn didn’t come. But,
      however!

      「Vector! Stop chasing after the bandits while dragging bandits
      behind you」

      Vector’s behavior was a bit intolerable, so I have cautioned
      him.

      『Garu~n♪』

      However, Vector I have cautioned returned expression that
      seemingly wanted to say「Eh? Why?」.

      Vector should be the oldest one among the contracted beast, but……
      can I settle this with being a simple-mindedness?

      First of all, because I would feel awkward if the bandits we have
      caught with great troubles die, I unfasten them from Vector and tie
      them up to a nearby tree.

      I ask Joule and others to watch after the bandits after tying up
      those who were rolling on the ground and decide to enter the cave
      with just me, Allen, and Elena.

      「「Onii~chan」」

      「N?」

      「「There~」」

      

      Allen and Elena call me to halt and point at a wall immediately
      after entering the cave.

      It looked just like a wall, but now that I look at it, it certainly
      looks suspicious. When I strongly push against the wall, the wall
      of rocks started moving. It was apparently a trapdoor.

      「This is amazing」

      When I peek behind the moving wall, there was a small room
      filled with casually piled up things. Money, weapons, ornaments,
      art, and bottles of liquor.

      I guess this is the treasury room where bandits store their loot.
      It’s surprising to see a hidden room that can be only found in
      dungeons in a normal cave.

      「Allen and Elena, good job noticing. You are amazing~」

      「「Ehehe~」」

      When I pat and praise Allen and Elena, the two get bashfully
      happy.

      Now then, the rights to the bandit’s property――all of the various
      articles transfer to those who caught them, otherwise, those who
      have defeated them. In other words, there’s no problem for us to
      take it.

      Therefore, I decided to store everything in the《Infinite
      Storage》for the time being. It would take time to sort it out. I
      will check the contents later.

      After collecting the treasure, we continued walking to the depths
      of the cave.

      When advancing smoothly to the depths of the cave, not meeting a
      single bandit on the way, we have arrived at a prison-like
      place.

      Several women and children were locked in that prison.

      When we arrive at the prison, the people inside got simultaneously
      scared. However, when they confirm our figures, they alternate
      their gazes between the children and me.

      To them, it must look like I’m one of the bandits who abducted the
      children…… as expected, it will make me sad if they make such
      mistake.

      But, it’s okay, right? The fright the women showed when we entered
      disappeared……

      「Umm, we are adventurers. We have defeated the bandits, so
      please be at ease」

      「Eh? R, really?」

      「Yeah, everything is all right now. I will open the prison now」

      When I appeal to them that they are okay, that it’s safe now,
      the voices of relief resound.

      I immediately grasped the key hanging on the wall and unlocked the
      prison, then we took the escorted the people outside.

      「…… We are saved, aren’t we?」

      After getting out of the cave, the women who saw the tied up
      bandits muttered. There were some who even shed tears.

      I was worried about having the bandits who injured them at the same
      place as them, so I drove away the bandits to a blind spot. I would
      like them to endure with that for now.

      Now then, the problem now is what to do with the women and
      children that were caught.

      There’s a distance of a half a day on foot from here to the town.
      It’s not an unwalkable distance, but I’m afraid they don’t
      currently have the strength to walk that far.

      But, while that may be true, it’s not like we can leave from here
      to get a carriage.

      Although the bandits are tightly tied up, I can’t be sure that
      there aren’t any survivors. Of course, a monster attack is also
      possible. They won’t be able to defend against that.

      I could leave Allen and Elena with them, but although there
      wouldn’t be a problem of fighting power, the girls’ anxiety would
      be fanned with Allen’s and Elena’s appearances.

      Conversely, staying behind myself and sending Allen and Elena to
      town……

      In the first place, I didn’t have an opportunity to be separated
      from the two for a longer period of time yet. As expected, it’s
      impossible to perform without rehearsal.

      U~n, I’m troubled…… what to do?

      「Say, Joule. Could you pass a letter to the soldiers in the
      town?」

      『Kyan』

      Oh?

      After wondering whether Joule or others could run to the town on my
      behalf, I tried asking without expectations, yet Joule gave me a
      reliable reply.

      「Eh? Will you be really okay? Can you go to the town alone and
      let them know?」

      『Kyan!』

      When I confirm with Joule just in case, Joule barks as if
      saying「Leave it to me」.

      Shall I leave this to Joule?

      「Then, Joule. Be careful, okay?」

      『Kyan』

      I decided to have Joule go to the town with a letter.

      The letter says that we have defeated the bandits and gained
      control of their hideout. I also wrote that there were women and
      children held prisoners in the hideout.

      Then, I requested for their protection and arrangements for
      carriage and to escort the bandits.

      Joule’s mission is to hand over that letter to someone in the town
      of Bailey and guide them to this place.

      Just in case, I handed my identification papers to Joule, and I saw
      Joule off to the town.

      


      

    


    

    
      Idle Talk 8 – Joule’s Errand

      
      My name is Joule.

      I’m a wolf-type monster known as Fenrir, a Contracted Beast of my
      Goshujinsama, Takumi.

      The reason I became Goshujinsama’s Contracted Beast is that the
      Water God’s Head Retainer-sama said so. At first, I headed towards
      the person who would become my Goshujinsama while thinking why the
      order came from Head Retainer-sama and not Water God-sama. Because
      I was told to, I had no choice but to go. It was like that.

      However, the moment I saw the person who would become my master
      in the far distance, somehow, I was convinced that this person was
      my「Goshujinsama」. I want to be helpful to this person, I
      thought.

      Goshujinsama didn’t seem to be aware that I came to serve him as a
      Contracted Beast, but although bewildered, he accepted me. At that
      time, I got patted, but Goshujinsama’s patting is very
      exquisite.

      It felt rea~lly good. I want to be patted more.

      Goshujinsama is an “adventurer,” so he defeats monsters and travels
      to various places.

      In that case, there are many opportunities that I can be active.
      I’m strong, I can give Goshujinsama ride and travel fast.

      He will patt again if I do good, right? Yosh, I will work
      hard~!

      Also, Goshujinsama is accompanied by two children――Allen and
      Elena.

      The two are very obedient, good children. Well, they are raised by
      my Goshujinsama, so it’s only given that they are good
      children.

      Ah, I’m bigger, so I’m Oniichan, you know? That’s why, I’m properly
      looking after them~

      Feat, Bolt, and Vector who also are Contracted Beast have joined
      us, but everyone loves Goshujinsama, Allen, and Elena. Of course,
      we, the Contracted Beasts also get along.

      But, the number one Contracted Beast is me♪ Don’t forget that
      part!

      ◇ ◇ ◇

      Today, we were summoned by Goshujinsama with the plan of giving
      Goshujinsama and the children a ride up to the mountain where we
      would play a lot.

      And yet, and yet! Many bad looking uncles turned up. They seem to
      be called “Bandits.” They are apparently bad guys.

      I won’t forgive them for getting in my way! I will beat those guys
      to pulp~!

      『Kyan』

      「Guwa……」

      Seriously~~~ so weak~ Even though they were in such high
      spirits, it’s boring when they fall down so easily~

      But, but, I got patted by Goshujinsama~♪

      After that, we moved a little and defeated those fellows friends,
      then Goshujinsama went deep inside a cave and returned with many
      women and children.

      He said they were caught by the bad guys. However, Goshujinsama was
      troubled because of those people.

      「Say, Joule. Could you pass a letter to the soldiers in the
      town?」

      『Kyan』

      It appears Goshujinsama was troubled about how to return the
      people back to the town.

      Because of that, he seems to want to call the people from the town.
      However, he can’t leave the people here because it’s
      dangerous.

      If that’s the case, leave it to me!

      「Eh? Will you be really okay? Can you go to the town alone and
      let them know?」

      『Kyan!』

      Of course, I can. If it’s for Goshujinsama, I will do
      anything!

      「Listen, okay? I don’t mind if you move in your original form,
      but you have to be small in front of people, so you don’t raise
      vigilance. Still, you could be mistaken for a monster, so make a
      distance at first and approach very slowly, alright?」

      『Kyan, kyan』

      Un, I understand! Leave it to me!

      I descended the mountain while seen off by Goshujinsama. On the
      way, when Goshujinsama and others couldn’t see me anymore, I
      returned to my big size. This way is faster, after all.

      I also met wolves on the way, but wolves are not my match, you
      know~ Weak, weak!

      I defeated them easily, but…… it’s pity I can’t give them to
      Goshujinsama. Goshujinsama would praise if I brought them to him~
      It can’t be helped now, though~

      After descending the mountain, I continued on the road we came
      from.

      …… Umm, Goshujinsama summoned us here, right? Un, there’s no
      mistake.

      ――Kun, kun. Umm, people are that way. Would it be better
      to be small from here?

      Yosh, this is good! Then, let’s go to the town!

      Ah! That’s the town. And there’s the place where people are
      coming in and out~

      There he is. Soldier-san at the gate.

      I go to the place where I would be visible to Soldier-san~

      『Kyan, kyan』

      O~i. I’m here~ Look over here~

      Ah, he saw me.

      Because people noticed me, I approach a little bit~

      『Kyau~』

      I’m not scary~ I’m not an enemy~

      「What? A dog?」

      「Seems like it. It’s wearing a collar, so it’s a pet dog?」

      Is it fine now?

      In that case, I will give you letter from Goshujinsama that’s in a
      bag Goshujinsama tied on me.

      『Kyan』

      Hey, Ojisan. Read this letter~

      I hold the letter in my mouth and slowly approach the uncles and
      co.

      

      「Oi, that dog, it’s holding a letter?」

      「Haha. Seems like it. You want us to read it?」

      『Kyan!』

      Right, right. Uncles, please read it~

      「Seriously? This dog, did it just nod?」

      「Right~ It looked like that to you too~」

      Because I thought it’s already fine, I went with the letter
      close to the legs of the uncles and appealed.

      「Here, give it to me」

      One of the uncles received the letter.

      Ya~y. Goshujinsama~ I have properly handed over the letter~

      「N~lemme see, lemme see……――What!?」

      「What’s wrong? What’s written in it?」

      「Read it」

      「N~……――Eh, are these contents real? It’s not a trap to lure us out,
      is it?」

      It’s not a trap! My Goshujinsama wouldn’t do something like
      thatmon.

      Ah, right! Goshujinsama gave me his identification for a time like
      this.

      『Kyan』

      Look, here~ look at it, look at it~

      「What? Identification papers? Let’s see……――Wwha!?」

      「What is it!?」

      「This identification, it’s from A-rank adventurer」

      「Come again!? A-rank!? Is it perhaps from the person who sent this
      letter!?」

      「That’s probably it. Then, this letter should be genuine. We have
      to let now the top immediately…… ahh, we also have to confirm with
      the Adventurer’s Guild!」

      It seems they understood?

      「Hey, you come too」

      I was lifted by Ojisan.

      I don’t like being touched by strangers, but it can’t be helped, so
      I will go obedientely~

      Rather, I’m a Fenrir you know, is it fine for you to take me inside
      the town so easily~? It’s convenient for me, so I don’t really
      mind, though~

      「You, your fur is amazing, isn’t it~ The touch feels soft and
      fluffy」

      That’s right. It’s amazing, right! That’s because my
      Goshujinsama makes it beautiful!

      Ojisan brought me to a place called Adventurer’s Guild while
      stroking my fur.

      This is the place Goshujinsama receives work~

      After coming inside, Ojisan addressed a woman and asked about
      Goshujinsama.

      「Yes, indeed, that adventurer――Takumi-sama has came to this
      town. He’s acting together with two little children, so I think he
      sent this puppy to deliver the message because he didn’t have
      anyone else to let the town know」

      Un, un, right, right. Oneesan, right on the money~!

      Allen and Elena are still small, you know? To separate them from
      Goshujinsama, I, Feat, and Bolt wouldn’t permit it.

      Vector is…… n~ I dunno. He just became our friend, I have not
      grasped Vector’s personality yet~

      「If that’s the case, the contents of the letter must be true.
      Prepare a carriage immediately!」

      「Understood. Ah! It would be better to report this to Feudal
      Lord-sama……」

      「Feudal Lord-sama? Well of course we will report after bringing the
      bandits and the kidnapped people back?」

      「No, I didn’t mean that…… Takumi-sama and the children are Feudal
      Lord-sama’s acquintances, so perhaps Feudal Lord-sama will have
      instructions to give……」

      「What!? Is that? Seriously?」

      「Yeah, it’s the truth」

      「As expected a low-class soldier like me couldn’t go to bring the
      news~」

      「I will request Guild Master to contact Feudal Lord-sama」

      「Ooh! Then, I will leave it to you. I will return to the gate and
      advance the preparations」

      N~? Has the discussion finished?

      『Kyan』

      Hey, hey, you didn’t forget about my duty to guide you there,
      did you?

      「Ahh, right. The location of the bandit’s hideout was written in
      the letter, but it also said that you could guide us. Will you
      obediently wait here until the preparations are done?」

      『Kyan』

      Yosh, yosh, it seems he didn’t forget. Well, it can’t be helped,
      so I will patiently wait. I’m a good boymon.

      However, I want to quickly return to Goshujinsama’s side, so hurry
      up, okay?

      


      


      

    


    

    
      Chapter 71 – Return

      
      After seeing Joule off, I decided to distribute emergency food
      to the people who were held as prisoners. Because they seem to have
      not eaten anything decent for a while.

      I will have Feat and Bolt continue watching over the bandits and
      surroundings, and I think of asking Allen and Elena to help
      me.

      …… Vector is sprawled next to the bandits. He seems to be sleeping,
      so I will leave him alone.

      「Allen, Elena. Come and help me for a bit~」

      「「Ye~s」」

      Now then, what should I cook? I think something easy to digest
      sounds good, but…… would a tasty soup with well-boiled ingredients
      be good?

      「「What doing~?」」

      「Could you two grind this?」

      「「Un, got it~」」

      I will have Allen and Elena make fish balls.

      I fillet the Arrowfish we obtained in the Dungeon of Ripples and
      ask the two to grind them with a pestle. I don’t have a food
      processor, so we use a mortar and pestle for grinding medicinal
      plants as a substitute.

      Mortar and pestle――I have acquired few sets for when making curry
      spices.

      While Allen and Elena are working, I put water in a pot and chop
      vegetables one after another.

      「Allen, Elena. How is it?」

      「「N~?」」

      I take a peek at the fish the cooperating children ground.

      「Oh, it looks good~」

      「「Onii~chan, done~?」」

      「Un, it’s done~ thank you」

      「「Un!」」

      I receive the fish paste Allen and Elena made, mix it with eggs,
      minced ginger, and salt…… and it’s done!

      From what I remember, the method of making fish balls included
      potato starch, but I don’t have it so it can’t be helped. I do have
      corn, though~ Let’s look for the potato starch next time and use
      this for today!

      「Allen, Elena. Next, do this like that……」

      The vegetables are boiled just right, so I show them how to
      scoop the fish balls on a spoon and put them into the pot.

      「Make them into mouthful sizes and put them in. Can you do
      it?」

      「「Can do~」」

      「The hot water will jump out if you put the fish balls in the pot
      too vigorously, so do it slowly, okay?」

      「「Un!」」

      「Yosh! Then, let’s do it」

      The three of us peacefully insert the fish balls into the
      pot.

      After the fish balls are cooked, I adjust the salty taste…… and
      it’s done!

      The seasoning is simple with salt. I could have made it with soy
      sauce or miso too, but they should be more used
      to eating the saltiness.

      「「Looks delish~」」

      「Thank you. Would Allen and Elena like to eat too once we
      distribute it to everyone?」

      「「Un!」」

      Without delay, I serve the soup in bowls and distribute it to
      the children and women.

      The tableware I had at hand wasn’t enough, but I somehow managed by
      using cups as soup bowls. I should get a little bit more tableware,
      don’t I?

      A chance for distributing emergency food like that might not happen
      again, but I will purchase more immediately after returning just in
      case.

      Also, on occasion, let’s purchase a proper furniture, so I don’t
      have to use a wooden box instead of a kitchen table. I would also
      like nice stools for Allen and Elena.

      「「Delish~ right~」」

      『Nnya~』『Piii』『Garu~n♪』

      Allen and Elena start eating together with all contracted beasts
      except Joule.

      When I was about to deliver the soup to Vector, he was standing on
      alert before the pot before I noticed…… what a calculating
      personality Vector has~

      Once Joule returns, I will let him eat lots as a reward.

      After the meal had finished, their complexions got a little
      better, and they also seem to have calmed down. They thanked us for
      the meal, and said「It was delicious」as their impressions.

      After the meal, we have spent the time slowly.

      Then, before the sun started setting, I could see the soldiers
      climbing the mountain. It seems Joule returned and brought along
      people.

      《Goshujinsama, I have returned~!》

      「Eh!?」

      Joule who swiftly returned plunged into my chest.

      At that time, a boyish voice resounded directly in my head.

      《I was able to do it properly~ Praise me, praise me~!》

      I heard the voice again. This is a【Telepathy】.

      The owner of the voice is definitely Joule.

      「Yosh, yosh. Joule, thank you~」

      『Kyau~n, kyau~n』

      

      When I pat Joule who wonderfully accomplished his errand, he let
      out a comfortable cry.

      In the meanwhile, when I confirm Joule’s status, there
      was【Telepathy】as I thought.

      《Joule, when did you become able to use【Telepathy】?》

      There are others around, so I use【Telepathy】as well and try
      asking Joule.

      《Just a little bit ago! I was able to use it while returning!
      With this, I can chat with Goshujinsama~》

      《That’s right~》

      It appears he learned it while on the errand. With this, I’m
      able to communicate with Joule without speaking.

      Until now, the proficiency of my【Telepathy】skill was low and I
      could use【Telepathy】only in a one-way. However, because Joule and
      others understand my speech, I didn’t find the need of
      using【Telepathy】.

      Although it’s a perfect skill to give instructions to others
      without letting others know.

      《By the way, Joule. Could you stop calling me
      Goshujinsama?》

      《Why~? Gushujinsama doesn’t like it~?》

      I decided to change Joule’s way of addressing me.

      Although no one would hear our conversation, being called
      Goshujinsama is a little bit embarrassing, so I would like to be
      called differently. Urgently.

      《N~ Rather than not liking it, I won’t be able to get accustomed
      to it, or won’t be able to feel calm? Just Takumi is fine》

      《Muu~》

      When I told him he could call me by my name, Joule raised a
      displeased voice. He apparently doesn’t like to call me by my
      name.

      《You don’t like that? Then, do you have an easy way of
      addressing me that isn’t Goshujinsama?》

      《N~~~ Then, can I call you Oniichan?》

      《Un, you can》

      《Ya~y. Oniicha~n》

      I’m used to be called “Oniichan,” so I would prefer that over
      Goshujinsama. In the first place, Joule and others also seem like
      younger siblings to me.

      By the way, according to Joule, Feat and others are also apparently
      calling me Goshujinsama.

      It’s possible that Feat and others will learn【Telepathy】too, so I
      spoke to them and told them not to call me Goshujinsama.

      Then, the other three also settled on the “Older brother”
      relationship.

      I’m interested how they will address me now, but I will look
      forward to the day the three animals can speak to me directly.

      《Ah, Allen, Elena. I’m back~》

      Joule switches his gaze to Allen and Elena and jumps into their
      embrace.

      「「Jou~le?」」

      《That’s right! It’s me!》

      「「Oo~ Jou~le, welcome back~」」

      《I’m back~》

      Although surprised by Joule’s【Telepathy】, Allen and Elena
      immediately started playing with Joule who safely returned.

      「Takumi-dono」

      While watching over the children, my name was suddenly
      called.

      「Eh!? Ricardo-san?」

      When I look back, I saw that the soldiers were already here. It
      appears they arrived while I was talking with Joule. Among them was
      a Knight of the Risner House――Ricardo-san.

      It must have been Ricardo-san who called me. Apparently, not only
      soldiers were dispatched to secure the bandits, but Knights as
      well.

      「Were you dispatched by Cedric-san?」

      「Yes, that’s correct. It’s only natural for us to come when
      Takumi-dono is awaiting support after catching bandits」

      Natural…… is it? Rather, they have already reported to
      Cedric-san, huh……

      Umm…… this matter won’t raise any ruckus, nor it’s something to get
      angry about, right?

      「Did Cedric-san say something?」

      「He was grateful. The actions of these bandits were recently too
      flashy, so the damage they caused increased. I would like to thank
      you as well. Thank you very much」

      Ricardo-san lowered his head, and I panicked.

      「N, no. It’s only by accident that we have encountered
      them……」

      「But still. It’s thanks to Takumi-dono that these people were
      safely rescued. By the way, Takumi-dono. These animals are……
      putting the puppy and kitten aside, is that bird perhaps a
      Thunderhawk? Also, that red one is still young, but it looks like a
      Scarlet King Leo to me……」

      「Ah……」

      …… Crap.
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