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1 was shaking and couldn't move.
Perhaps somewhere in my mind, I thought
» that a battle couldn't happen.

But still, they came.
The battle has begun.

The heroes were given weapons.

Exclusive weapons imbued with the power of the gods, the heroes' battle outfits,
and...

A "trump card" for fighting especially strong enemies.

But it would RPN

Hero Record Sep 2018 AD
Iyojima Anzu’s Record
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“The first omes Lo notice the Verlexes were launching an attack on Shikoku was the armed lleet stafled by former
Self-defence Forces personnel that had the outside of the Seto Inland Sea "wall” under 24-hour surveillance

Grotesque creatures were gathering at the wall in draves.
“Ihe armed fleet fired everything they had in an all-out bombardntent to protect Shikoku.

Howevet-- the modern weapons said to be the culmination of the blood and knowledge of countless men were
unable to even scratch the Vertaxes.

‘The armed fleet was (orced Lo retreal, and chased down Lo the wall.
A group of Vertexes then slipped through the barrier wall, invading Shikoku.
The flect chased down the invading Vertexes, but--

Having sensed the enemy invasion, the Shinju had already activated forestization within Shikoku.

As Wakaba peeked around the forestized Shikoku, she activated her smart-phenes hero-exclusive app.
Her body was enveloped in light and the clothes she was wearing transfarmed--

“Ihey becante her heraes’ battle outfit. An outtit imbued with the Shinju's power, remarkably baosting the
physical ability of those who wore it. Further enveloping one’s body in the power of the gods made one’s attacks
efiective against Verlexes even withoul an exclusive weapon.

The counter-Vertex urganization known as the Taisha (Grand Shrine) had rescarched the Shinju's powsr and
discavered a scientific and magic niethad of utilizing it. The outfit was a result of that research. It was the

culmination of the Shinju's blessing and the knuwledge of mankind

The battle outfits varied from hero to hero, but Wakaba's was characterized by the contrast of clean blue and
white, reminiscent of a kikyow.

Once tansformed, Wakaba stuck her sword into the ground and stared intenscly at the Scto Inland Sea
~"Wakaba-chaaan!”
When Wakaba turned towards that voice, she saw Yuuna and Chikage running towards her. Yuuna had tekkou
(hand and wrist guards) while Chikage had a seythe like a death god's. Just as Wakaba had a sword, thosc two
had those as their weapons.

~"Haah, haals... Time suddenly stopped, and then all around, these huge vine like things pupped vut of no-
where, like, gwaaahh! It really shocked me! 'm so glad [ was able to figute out where everyone was thanks to

the map...!"

Yuuna tried to catch her breath as she pointed out the map on her smart-phone screen to Wakaba. The loca-
tions of the herves and the Vertexes were each indicated on the map by a coloured dot.

~"Wait, Wakaba-chan, you've alrcady transfarmed!?”
Yuuna looked surprised as if she had only just now noticed

~"Bie ready for the battlefield at Il tintes. [ always carry my sword so T can fight whenever necessary.”
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W' really like you Lo be so serious and responsible like thal, hub Wakaba... I gotta learn from your
example!”

Yuuna clenched her fist and looked at Wakaba with a genuine look of admiration.

~"Takashima-san... I think you're fine the way you are
Chikage muttered as if she were speaking to herself befure louking around and frowning.
-"But still... this is forestization, huh..”

The land of Shikoku in its entirety had hecome covered in the same plant structures that composed the wall
When forestization happens, all time inside of Shikoku stops. All living and non-living things get cavered and
assimilated into the vegetation. The few things that remain in their original form are the Marugame Castle,

the Selo Olrashi Bridge, electrical towers, high-rise buildings and other such large-scale structures.

Living things assimilated into the Jukai will receive no damage from Vertex attacks. And lhietves are the only
ones wha retain their original forn and can move during forestization

(T did hear information aboul forestization before, bul-)

As Wakaba lovked around at the sight of the transtormed Shikoky, a stern expression formed on her face.

It was too unreal a transfiguration.

Tt seas almost like a spirit world.

Yuuna touched one of the vines growing nearby.

-"TI've never seen such a huge plant. This is the Shinju-sama's doing oo, isn'Lit...2"

~"Yeah. Forestization is an emergency protective measure mads by the Shinju.”

It is said that the protective wall and barricr around Shikoku are still incomplete.

In the event that Vertexes group together and invade Shikoku, the Shinju makes a bold move to weaken part
of the bartier, alluwing them to pass in. The Shinju does this because the constant strengthening of the barri-
er to protect against Vertex invasions would end up wasting spititual power.

11 the Shinju were Lo exhaust ils power, then (he people in Shikoku would lose the ability Lo live, While Shiko-
ku was a closed world, it was able to remain self-sutticient in energy and materials thanks to the blessing of

the Shinju's spiritual poser.

Therefore, it was the heroes’ role to repulse the Verteses that had gotten into Shikoku.
And while the Vertexes were invading, the Shinju utilized (orestizalion Lo protect the people--

{But the defence of furestization isn't petfect
‘Wakaba mentally whispered to herself as if to raise her conviction.

If part of the Jukai were to get damaged by an attack, then that damage would be fed back into the real world
in the furm of a natural disastet ot an incident of unknown urigin.

oob
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In short, the longer forestization went on, the more it would consume the Shinju's power.
Theretore, they had to annihilate the Vertexes as quickly as they could and end forestization.
~"Hey! Guys!”

Tamake came running with a shout. She was dragging Anzu along by the hand behind her.
-"Sorry we're late!”

Tamako had a circular disk with sharp blades altached (0 it-- a bladed yo-yo | HETIH, Senjinban, called 2
"Spinner” in Dynasty Warriors]

Anzu had a weapon resembling a rapid-fire crosshow.

-"That's everyone, huh. ... Guess this is our first batlle. Lel us take down the accursed Verlexes with our own
hands.”

‘Wakaba addressed the four other heroes on her tean.
“They would make those bastards pay (or suflering they caused humanity.

~“That's fine and all, but... naturally that means you'll be the une Leading the charge. . against those monsters,
right? T mean, you are the leader...”

Chikage spoke quielly as she (hrew Wakaba a glance that seemed Lo be (esting her.
The atmusphere between them couded over in gloom.

-"It's not an issuc of who leads the charge. Let's just all fight together, right? Isn't that what teamwork's all
aboul?”

‘The one who butted in with an exasperated tone was Tamako.
-"Teamwork. "

Chikage muttered as if chewing on that word before looking at Anzu.
Anzu's body trembled. She looked pale.

She was alraid--

“Tyojima-san... Can you fight

Anzu hung her and gave no answer. She couldn't answer.

~"Doi-san, you twa were late in getting hete... Was it because Iyojinia-san felt toa afraid to move out...? And
you guys talk about tcamwork... You have no room to talk...”

At Chikage's words, Anzu shut her eyes tightly and clenched her fists. But even so, the fear that caused her to
tremble would not fade away.

-"And that's tu say nothing of.
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-"Koori-san, you've said Loo much.”

‘Wakaba interrupted Chikage and glared at her sharply. Chikage merely louked away in disinterest.
{Koori-san did say too much... but [yojima's current state certainly isn't looking govd.)

‘Wakaba looked at Anzu.

~"Iyojima. T understand why you'd be afraid, but unless we fight, humanity is at risk of destruction. Chin up.”
SUm serry.

Tears formed in Anzu's eyes.

—"Wakaba, that's cnough, isn't it?"

Tamake stood hetween Wakaba and Anzu as if to protect the latter girl.

Seeing those three like that made Chikage squint her eyes at them cynically.

~'I's the duty of 2 commrander Lo raise their troop's morale... Nogi-san... Could this situation be the result...
of your lack of a leader's disposition...2"

“Those words struck a nerve with Wakaba. Wakaba hersell wasn't confident thal she was the appropriate
choice for the role of leader

“Ihe atmosphere engulfing the hernes hecame thicker and thicker. It was Yuuna wha spake up as if to blow
away that atmasphere.

-"Guys, [ know it's important that we're all getting along, but let's leave the talking for later!”

“™Getting along???
Wakaba, Anzu, and Chikage's voices overlapped as they looked al Vuuna.

~Yup. They say it takes good friends to argue with cach other, don't they?"

o, that's wrong
All three of them gave Yuuna the same retort at the same time.
-"All three of you denied me without a second thought™
Yuuna was in shock.

-"Umm, ub. Yauna-san... [ think that's wrong too.”

~"You tow, Anzu-chan!?"

That was the final blow.

“Uuugh..”
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Despite taking the damage (rom everyone giving her the same retor, Yuuna pulled herself together and spoke
resolutely.

-"--But anyway; the Vertexes are the cause behind your argument, and they'll be right there real soan. ‘lhey're
your real enemy.”

Wakaba gasped at Yauna's words

(... She's right. Finding fault among ourselves and getting frustrated will just distract us front the real prob-
lem. We should fucus eur frustration on the bastards who breught s this situation in the first placc.)

Tamake and Chikage awkwardly looked each other in the face.
-"Well, that is true.”

"IVs just as Takashima-san said... right?”

Anzu was still afraid, but--

(It doesn't matter. If Fyojima can't fight, then [l just fight enough to make up for her. That's what it means to
bealeader,)

‘Wakaba felt the weight of her sword in her hands as she made up her mind.
-"Okay, then guess it's time for Tama and everyone clsc to get pumped up!”

The other four girls besides Wakaba took out their cell phones and tapped the app.
-"We'll all be heroes whe get along!™

Ag il Yyuna's shoul were the signal, the clothes the four of them wore each began Lo translorm,
Yuuna's battle autfit was pink, reminiscent of o yamazakura--

Chikage's battle outfit was red, reminiscent of a higanbana—

Tomako's battle outfit was orange, yeminiscent of a himeyuri--

But Anzu alone did not transforn. The power wielded by a heto was largely affected by their mental state.
Without a firm will and the preparedness to fight, the hero's battle outfit could not be worn.

Chikage lnoked on silently at Anzu, who was unable to transform.

As tears formed in Anzu's eyes, Tamako patted her un the shoulder in encouragement.
-"Don't sweat it! Tama and the others will take ‘em all down.”

- okay.

Anzu nodded sadly.



Nogi Wakaba is a Hero @)

Wakaba used her smart-phone map to confirm the Vertexes numbers and movement.
Atound 50 had invaded the battier. The Vertexes wete headed straight for them. The Vertexes' charactetistic
niovement pattern was essentially that they started by targeting humans. [n the forestized Shikoku, the only

humans were Wakaba and the ather heroes. Therefore, the Vertexes headed straight for them.

At the limit of Wakaba's sight, she saw the group of Vertexes in the distance. Their distance was
approximately 3 km... 2 km...

-"Kuori-san. I'm sorry for saying such impertinent things carlicr. I should let my actions speak rather than
y words, shouldn't 2"

Wakaba said that to Chikage before leaping into the ait, sword in hand. She negated an entire kilometre's
distance in a single bound, closing in on the enenty forces.

-"Rrrrooooohhhh!

With a flash of her sword's white blade as it left its sheath, Wakaba split the Vertex at the head of the group
cleanly in two. Betore the bisected Vertex vanished, Wakaba used its remains as a springboard to leap into the
air once more. She sliced another of the monsters down the middle.

‘Wakaba's current level of iaigiri far outstripped the level she was at three years ago in sharpness, speed, and
efficiency. It was the result of het physical growth, the battle outfit she received from the Shinju, and her hard
practice all intertwined

As she cul down the endless swarm of Vertexes, Wakaba shouled as if Lo have her voice reach all of Shikoku.

-"Hetoes!! Follow me!!"”

Wakaba, a single knight, leaped inlo the enemy masses, slaughtering Vertex afler Vertex.
As she watched those deeds from behind, Tamake couldn't stop the words from leaking out of her lips.
~"Man, that Wakaba's... pretty damn coul...”

But Tamako became irritated at her own words. She thought "What the hell am I doing watching her in
admiration? Am I gonna let her do everything herself?"

~"Well, I'm gonna go start to
Following after Wakaba, Yuuna leapt towards the Vertexes as well.
Tamako gave a glance to the still-fearful Tamako and told her

“Stay right hiere, Anzu. We'll go beat them all and come back, okay!?"
before flying off
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-"Haah!

As she took a deep breath and exhaled, Yuuna's fists punched into a Vertex's budy with the speed of the the
wind and the weight of solid rock.

Yuuna's exclusive weapons were tekkou. All of the weapons held by the heroes were cither artefacts dedicated
at shrines, or things otherwise modified from such artefacts. And they were all imbued with spiritual pawer
derived from the gods of the land of various places.

Vertexes gathered around Yauna, surrounding her. But she still remained calm

For the past three years, Yuuna had been thoroughly trained even further in steiking martial arts so that she
could effectively use het weapons. Katate. Kempo. Boxing...

~Teyaaahhh!”

Yuuna's fist struck a gigantic Vertex's body.

One step behind Yuuna, Tamako approached the group of Vertexes as well
-"Leave this one for Tama!"

Tamako's weapon was a bladed yo-yo. Unlike Wakaba's sword and Yuuna's fists, it had the advantage of being
able to attack enemics from a certain distance.

Tamake swung her arm in a wide arch. Her yo-yo spun its blade inte a Vertex, tearing it apart. Tamako then
pulled the wire to bring it back to her hands.

“"Easy!”
In Tamako's eyes, defeating the Vertexes also meant protecting Anzu.

Uer birthplace was near Anzu's, and even in the Vertexes' initial invasion three years ago, Tamake had fought
while protecting Anzu.

=Tl beat them all and not let a single one get anywhere near Anzu!”
She threw her bladed yo-yo once more, slaughtering a Vertex
Bul-- al that time, Tamako's wasn't necessarily 100% vigilant.

After all, she had won against a Vertex three years ago, and now with her bladed yo-yo, she was beating
enemy after enemy.

Now trat she was actually fighting the Verlexes, she couldn't help but think somehow that they were no
match for her.

She soon learned what a simple mistake that was.



Nogi Wakaba isa Hero @

1 Tamako (hrew her bladed yo-yo far, it would take Lime for it Lo come back. During thal lime, she had no
means of opposing the Vertexes.

“Ihe enemy could not let such an opportunity pass. The Vertexes used the gap hetween Tamako's bladed yo-yo
throws to surround her.

ogh
She tried to escape, but the Vertexes blocked her path of retreat

‘There was some distance between her and both Yuuna and Wakaba. She couldn't expect either of them Lo be
able to save her.

-"No way..."
Her composure Look a complete nosedive, and she could feel death thrust betore her throal.
A Vertex drew in on Tamako votaciously.

-"__. This cam't be happening. Not this casily...”
Would she die?

“Ihaugh she was a hero, one wrang step cauld spell death for her.

Aller all, this was a batlefield.

-"Dammit...!"

Tamaka shut her cyes—-

But her life did not end there.

When she reapened her eyes, there were countless golden arrows piercing into the Vertex's body.
“The fatally wounded white monster began Lo vanish,

“Tamacchi-senpai...”

‘When she turned tuwards the voice, she saw Anzu with her crossbow at the ready. She was clad in a white
battle outfit reminiscent ol a stock llower.

-"Anzu... that outfit..."

-"L.. was able to transform. When I thought that you were in trouble, Tamacchi-senpai, when I thought I
needed Lo save you, the app activated...”

There wete still some teats in Anzu's eyes. But she was no longer shaking.
Tamako grabbed the bladed yo-yo that finally returned and gave Anzu an unyiclding smile.
-"Thanks! Tama's gonna stay in front, so cover far me, okay, Anzat?"

- "Yeah!"
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Anzu nodded and readied her crossbow. A weapon with even more specialized at ranged attacks than
Tamake's bladed yo-yo.

While the rest of the heracs were struggling against the Vertex horde-- there was just une who remained in
the rear without acting.

Kouri Chikage.

She was not mercly watching disinterestedly.

She paralyzed with fear.

She was able to transtorm.

She had a weapon that could oppose (he enemy. And yel she didn't move.

Just like with Anzu, this was Chikage's first fight with the Vertexes as well. Vertexes had not appeared in the
area she was in when she awoke as a hero three years ago.

“Ugh... ugh.."

She was tormented by impatience, frustration, and feelings of alienation.

She had thought that Anzu was more afraid than she was, yet Anzu had just charged into the battlefront.
Chikage was the oldest, yet she was losing even to Anzu who was the youngest.

Chikage had really only found fault with Anzu as a knee-jerk reaction to her avn fears

-"Gun-chant”

At that moment, she saw Yuuna running towards het.

-"Takashima. . san?"

e Yuuna had stopped in front of her, Chikage was able to tell see scratches here and there on her body.
Most likely wounds she had incurred from fighting the Vertexes. And yet Yuuna was less concerned about
herself, and more concerned with Chikage who hadn’t participated in the battle at all

~"Are you okay, Gun-chan?"

ST Iim... stty... fot being too scated to fight... How conld T have said all those things to Iyojina-san...
when [ can't even fight myself...2"

Yuuna held her hand out Lo Chikage with a reassuting smile.
~"Don't make that face. I'm right beside you.”

~"Takashima... san...”

Chikage toak Yuuna's hand

“"Let's go. Tlold an tight!”

Chikage leapt with Yuura with and let her lead the way.

013
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Chikage was bewildered at her inhuman ability Lo jump hundreds ol meters in a single bound.
(This... is the hero's power...)

As she sped through the aix with nothing to support her, Youna's hand in hers was all she could truly believe
in,

One Vertex headed towards the two of them.

-"Watch, Gun-chan--"

Yuuna clenched her free hand into a solid fist

-"--We can tight. Tlumans won't lose to the likes of them!"

Wielded by human will, the fist of divine power pulverized (he Vertex that came afler them in a single blow.
But immediately afterward, another Vertex approached them.

—"Gun-chan, believe in your uwn power. I knaw you can do it””

Chikage looked at the scythe she held

{1t Takashima-san's by my side... then T can fight.)

Chikage swung her scythe. ‘The f2ct that Chikage could swing the human-height weapon with her slender arm
was in itself proof of divine power. The giant blade she swung cleaved the Vertex in two right before her eyes.

Tdidic "

She couldn't believe her own strength. But the physical feedback she felt from cutting the enemy was unmis-
takably real

~"Wane! That's the spirit”
Yuuna's words of praise made Chikage happy more than anything.
Three mote Vertexes apptoached from the front.

-"Gun-chan, onte the next encs!”™

~"Yeah.

Yuuna and Chikage let go of each ather's hands. Yuuna took out the left Vertex with a single punch
Meanwhile, Chikage dliminated the other two Vertexes with one swing of her seythe.

After defeating her third Vertex, Chikage was now confident of her own power
(... I'm... stronger than the Vertexes...)
She was no longer atraid of the enemy. In fact, her (ear had turned into rage.

(I can't believe... I was aftaid of these things.

-"Watch, Gun-chan.”
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Chikage gasped and looked where Yuuna was pointing. There, she could see Wakaba fighting the Vertexes.
Compared to Tamaka and Anzu, and Yuuna and Chikage, who were each teaming up to fight the Vertexes two
on one, Wakaba was rushing the decpest into the Vertex hords and taking on the most eneries at ance.

Each time she unsheathed her sword in jaigiri, another Vertex was cut and vanished. The intensity of
Wakaba's (ighting was extraordinary even from the perspective of Chikage and the other heroes who ere
already far more powerful than human beings.

-"I think it's thanks to Wakaba-chan leading the charge like this and attracting the attention of all the enemies

that the rest of us can fight Like this. Wakaba-chan really is amazing. So Gun-chan... do you think you mind
adknowledging her abilities too?"

Chikage gave no answer.

Seeing Wakaba fighting on the front lines made Chikage feel just a little bit bitter.

By the time they had cut down a fifth of the enemy’'s numbers, the Vertexes movements began to change.
Several individual Vertexes gathered into one place.

They began to "evalve”.

The same thing had happened in the Vertexes' initial raid three years ago

‘When a formidable enemy appears, several Vertexes fuse, giving birth to a single, stronger Vertex. Three years
ago, Wakaba was unable to crass swords with such a fused Vertex.

And now.

The Vertexes began fusing into a cylindrical shape.

Tamake and Anzu looked at the fusing Vertexes from a distance.
-"What is that...2"

Tamako tilted het hiead.

They had heard about evolved Vertexcs formed from fusion in Lectures, but they had never actually scen one
in real lite. No evolved Verlexes appeared among (he ones they fought three years ago.

Evolved Vertexes wete said to have power incomparable to those of the ordinaty ones. However, the
cylindrical shaped Vertex didn't look strong at all. [t even lacked the teeth that its original form possessed.

<"First, 1"

Anzu aimed het crossbow at the Vettex of unknown nature, When she pulled the trigget, the crossbow shot
out arrows that traced golden arks through the air as they chased after the eneny.

"Ihe next noment, the cylindrical Vertex began forming a clear red plate-shaped struciure.

P
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arrows imbued with divine

Anwu's arrows struck (he plate-shaped struclure and reversed in trajectory. Th
power were now caming back at their original owner, Anzu.
Oh not”

Tamako transformed her bladed yo-yo into a large shicld and struck dovn the arrows heading towards Anzu.

They would have mortally wounded Anzu had they hit.

~"Th-thank you, Tamacchi-senpai.”
—"Now we're even. ... Anyway, [ guess that thing's some kind of reflective plate, huh..."

If the plate was able ta reflect Anzu's arrows back with such accuracy, then throwing Tamako's bladed yo-yo
atit would probably yicld the same results. Projectiles weren't very cffective here. Should Tamako directly

attack it with her bladed yo-yo's blades at cluse range? But would blades be effective against an opponent that
was immune to arrows--?
As Tamako pondered, one girl thrust at the enenry with a single fist

It was Takashima Yuuna,
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~"Hero pussnunch!?”

Yuuna struck the evolved Vertex's reflective plate wilh her fist.

But her fists that had pulverized normal Vertexes in one blow didn't even scratch this cnemy.
~If one hit won't work... then I just gotta keep hitting it ten, a hundred, a thousand times more!”

Yuuna mustered all of her willpower. All to use the trump card they had warked out for tighting fierce
evolved Vertexes

‘The hero's existence is connected to the Shinju. All things on the surface are stored within the Shinju as
conceptual records. One can access Urose records, extract them, and cause Ureir power Lo mianilest in one’s

anen body--

Qut of the infinite records available to her, the one Yuuna now chose was "Ichimokuren”. The tairy
embodying wind and storms

Tchimokuren bestowed Yuuna's fist with the power and might of a tornade.
Her hero outfit transformed as well.
-"One Thovsand... Conseculive Hero Puununches!”

When tornadues intensify; they can keep spewing winds for dozens of minutes intense cnough to destroy
steel-reinforced concrete structures. Their might is said to match those of nuclear weapons.

Yuutta's incessantly pounded her fist Ural had gained tre power of a Loriado into the plate-shaped structure.
Qince she had surpassed 800 punches, a crack ran through the plate, and after 400 punches, the crack had
spread throughout the entirety of the plate. By the thousandth punch, the evolved Vertex had been smashed
into pieces.

‘Wakaba held her own against (e other normal Verlexes as she watched Youna's fight.

The hero's “trump card” carricd a huge burden on the body,

Therefore, the Taisha had told them to use it as little as possible. Wakaba had intended to be the one to use it
when Uhe Ume necessitated il.

-"... Dammit, Youna.."

Wakala thought to herself--

“Ihese past three years, the Vertexes had set their sights on Nagano as their target for invasion, and as a result,
Shikoku lived in peace. In that short time allotted to them, Wakaba and the others had persisted in anti- Ver-
tex training, ‘The hero battle outfits were created. They had worked out offensive measures that utilized the
power of the Shinju.

(Shiratori-san, citizens of Nagano... It's thanks to you that our pewer got through ta the Vertexes. The result
of today's battle is all thanks to you.)

As Wakaba took a moment of silence to meditate, a Vertex attacked her.

Tler reaction came a moment late--
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... Grass. That's not very palatable.”
The one who took the hit wasn't Wakaba, but the Vertex instead.

Wakaba had dodged the Verlex's charge with the least necessary moventent, and at Ure same time, she bil off
part of the enemy's bady with her teeth

She swallowed down the Vertex meat and cleaved the enemy in two.

Upon seeing Wakaba take a bite oul of the Vertex, Tamako and Anzu's faces stiffenied.

-"Tama's gonna try not to piss off Wakaba anymore...
-"Y-yeah... I think that'd be for the best.”
"Wakabva-chan! You can’t go eating weird things like that, okay!?”

After all the Vertexes had been swept away and the battle was over,

Alter forestization had ended and Marugame Castle had returned (o its original sight,

‘Wakaba was forced to sit in the proper Sciza position within the castle walls. Hinata was scolding her.
~"But..”"

-"No butst”

~"But they ate my triends in the past. S0 I wanted to give them some payback... You know, a reward for
everything, and all.."

~"What if it gave you an upset stomiach??”

“Ugh.. mm..”

Wakaba had nothing Lo say in reply.

Yuuna, Tamako, Anzu, and Chikage watched on from the sidelines

-"Wakaba-san was fiercer than a demon, but now she's...”

When Anzu said that in a small voice, Tamako folded her arms and muttered "hnim”

-"So Hinata was the scariest...”
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“Ihat night—-

News uf how the Vertexes invaded and were deteated by the heraes spread throughout Shikoka.
The people cheered in relicf and joy at the victory.

At the same time, the communication records between Shikoku and Nagano were announced

“Ihe truth that there were ather peaple outside the wall who were also desperately resisting the Vertexes
brought the pawer of hope to Shikoku's residents.

However, they could not tell them that communication with Nagano had ceased.

‘Wakaba and the others alone would know of the despair that befell Na

ana.

‘Wakaba watched the news reports on TV as she ate soba alone.

Shiratori-san, [ still think that udon's better than soba. Soba’s just... a little too salty for me.”

Even after the battle, the lives of Wakaba and the ofhers continusd unchanged.
During lunch break the nest day, while everyone was cating together, Tamako spoke up.
~"Hey, Wakaba, We've all been talking ”

-"About what?”

Suspicion rase on Wakaba's face.

"We (hink you really are (he best choice lor leader. The Taisha's always been saying you should be the leader,
but after that hattle, I can clearly see why."

<" What's this all of a sudden?”

~Well, you see, in that last battle... Tt was because of you leading the charge thral Tama and everyons else was
able to fight. If it weren't for you... We'd all be heavily injured... or maybe even dead ”

After the battle had ended, Wakaba had single-handedly taken down twa thirds of the Vertexes. If it weren't
for her hard fighting, Anzu and Chikage would possibly have been in danger.

Anzu also leaned forward and joined in on what Tamako was saying

"I think it's best you're leader tao, Walkaba-san!
-"Yeah, yeah. You really do seem the most like a leader Loo, Wakaba-chan."
Yuuna smiled wholehearteddly.

- Ldon't abject. Your cfforts certainly did play a major role. ... And Takashima-san says you have the
qualilies of a leader Loo, aflerall.”

Chikage mumbled without looking at Wakaba.

oz0
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Blooming

Wakaba looked everyone in (e eye—

Thank you."

Before that peint, she hadn't felt the conviction that it was vkay for her to be leader.

But-- she decided to believe in the words of her friends.

Tsn't that great, Wakaba-chan?"
Hinatalooked al Wakaba with a smile.

"By the way... Nuw that that’s scttled. Wakaba, Thete's sumething ['ve wanted to say to you.”

Tamake luoked at Wakaba with scornful cyes.

~"W-h-y do you call Tama by he last name? You call Yuuna Yuuna', don't you?”
~"Welp, that's cause [ told her to call my by ny first name earlier?”

Yuuna cheertully answered Tamako's question.

When Wakaba fitst met Yuuna, she had called het "Takashima”. And in response, she said "Itd be easiet if
you called me Yuuna!"

-"Mmm... In that case, call me "lamako’, or if you want Lo be more familiar, you can call me "Tamacchi' Loo.”

Tamake spoke with a pout.

Actually, Tamacchi-senpai’s been really bothered about why you don't call her by her first name,
Wakaba-san."

~"What!? N-n--no T haven't! T haven't been bothered one bit!”
Tamako angrily denicd Anzu's teasing words

-"00h, alsa, please call me by my first name too.”

~"Anzu! You're just riding on what Tama said for your own advantage, aren't you!”
As she walched Tamako and Anzu's Hule exchange, Chikage murmured.

I'm... 'm fine being called by my first name too.”

‘Wakaba, Tamako, and Anzu each looked at Chikage in surprise.
-"What...2 What's with those looks 2"

"No, it's just, you said something a litle unexpected, so..."
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When Wakaba said that, Chikage looked the other way in annoyance. Her cheeks were slightly pink.
If everyone else is getting called by their first names... it'd be weird... if only T got called by my last name.
Also, I'd like you to quit it with the honorific speech.. It's stuffy.”

‘Wakaba nodded once she heard those words.

-"Okay, then from now on, Tl do that. Chikage, Tamako, Anzw."

~~Was (hat whal they called a promise?

‘Wakaba felt her heart growing warm.

-"Okay, then let's take a commemorative graup photo!”

And with a smile on her whole face, Hinata took out her smart-phone.

-"Today marks the day of the Shikoku heroes’ tresh start, as well as the day Wakaba-chan took up her new
post as Lleader. .. Techee. That's one more photo for my secret Wakaba-chan phote collection.”

~Hinata! You're still collecting photas for that!? fine day [l erase it for sure, okay?”

-"A secret photo collection? What's that?”

-"Sounds like (un! Hina-chan, let me see it Los

amako, Yuuna! Don't show interest in it!"
- want to see it too!”
<" Whatever.."

Tfinata captured everyone's excitement in the cafeteria that day in a picture.

(Chapler 3 End)






