


I know it's meant to encourage everyone,
but each day, when I see the stream of| w information,
it sends shivers down my spine.
Isn't that a sign of desperation?
Isn't the world beyond recovery now?
...No, now's not the time to complain.

We are heroes, after all.
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-"Thanks to the investigation of the heroes and wiko, the Suwa area was confirmed to be safe. The
Taisha is currently looking into methods of transporting goods and materials to the refugees of
Suwa. There is a high possibility of human survival in places other than Suwa, and thus--"

Inn the cafeterin, Wakaba and the others listened to the stream of news from a portuble TV placed
on the table.

Toduy was the third day since their return to Shikoku front their investigation expedition.
Everyone was about to ¢at udon for lunch today.

During the course of these three days, the mass niedia had been reporting their 'successtul'
investigation expedition ou the TV and in newspapers.

-"Again with the lies. I was looking forward to udon, but this leaves a bad taste in my mouth."
Tanrako placed her chopsticks on the table with a pout.

Just as she had said, the news spreading through Shikoku had been falsified by the Taisha:
Suwa was safe. Huntanity was surviving outside of Shikoku. Vertex numbers were decreasing.
Hunianity was taking back its territory... Nothing but things the people of Shikoku wanted to

hear. The complete opposite of the truth Wakaba and the others had seen outside of Shikoku.

-"Manipulating inforniation to maintain the morale of the people, hub... That definitely is a
commaon sight in wars, but..."

Anzy darkly nuemared.

(Strategically, the Taisha’s methods make sense... but still...)

Wakaba couldn't shake her apprehension. Spread lies to the populace in order to forcibly boost
morale-- Historically, many who used that tactic ended up losing in the long run, didn't they?

‘Wakaba couldn't help but feel it was a tactic for those losing the war.

“Guys, the udon's going to get stale if e just sit around watching the news! So in that case~ if it's
just going to get stale otherwise, then Tl eat Tuma-chan's meat udon?”

Yuuna reached her chopsticks out to Tamako's bowl and quickly took a bite.

ALY Yuna, you~! You took some of the meat too, didn't you!"

“'Well, T thought it'd be better if T ate it for you instead of you just letring it go to waste.”
T was going to eat it! Tn that case, Tl take the tofu from your kitsune udon!”

"ABh! But there was only one of them in therel”

An udon war broke out between Yuuna and Tamako.
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“Mmgh.."

Tamako was silenced by Anzu's scolding.

~"That was rude of you too, Yuuna-san."

-"Yes ma'am.”

Vuuna, on the other hand, was shanted by Hinata's warnig.

Watching her friends like this pat a wry smile on Wakaba's face. The dark atmosphere had
dissipated before she had noticed.

Yuuna looked around at everyone and spoke up with a cheerful voice.

~'Well, you know! The news the Taisha people are spreading might be false now, but we just have
to make it all true, right? Just gotta beat up all the Vertexes and reclaim the world?”

"Yeah, Yuuna's exactly right.”
Wakaba nodded and turned off the portable TV. There was no poiut in listening any further. That
said, there was 1o doubt that the false inforntation spread i1 the news was exactly what the people
wanted to hear. And it was the heroes’ duty to make that news a reality.

-"... Thauks for the food..."

Finished eating, Chikage placed her chopsticks beside her bowl as she stood up from the table. She
had been eating her udon in silence without adding to the conversation.

She tidied up her tableware, and without making eye contact with anyone, she left the cafeteria,

After returning from the expedition, she had been even quieter than usual. Instead, her expression
became more stern and she becane less approachable.

-"Oh right, Tama's got stuff to do too.”

Tamako also got up from the table.

-"Anzuy, tell the teacher ' going to be absent from afternoon class, okay!”
-"Huh? {-okay, but..."

"'t not playing hooky, okay?"

Tamako quickly tidied up her tableware and left the cafeteria.

Aunzu anxiously watched as Tamako walked away.
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After school-- Chikage kept swinging her hero weapon, a scythe, at the training grounds.
Her weapon was large-- about as long as a full human height-- but it had become light in her
hands throughout her experience in battle.

Nevertheless, Chikage's expression was grim as she swung her scythe. It was as if she were venting
her anger.

-"Gun-chaaan!”

‘When she turned toward the cheerful voice, Chikage saw Yuuna running towards her from the
training grounds entrance.

Yuuna stopped in front of her and spoke with just a little bit of displeasure.

-"You should've told me you were going to do sonie independent training. It's better to practice
with a partuer than to practice alone!”

-"It's independent training... so I'm doing it independently...”
-"Then I'll join you 'independently””

<" okay"

Chikage nodded, not giving a reason to refuse. Tf it were anyone besides Yuuna, she probably
would have simply left the training grounds without a word.

The two of thetn practiced with a mock battle and then took a short break afterwards.
-"You've been doing independent training ever since we got back to Shikoku, hub Gun-chan?”

Vuuna looked at Chikage's face while drinking from a plastic water bottle. Sontething was stiff
about Chikage's facial expression. Something strict.

-"Tt's because... we never know when the Vertexes could attack nex

“"Huuni~ well, T guess you're right. According to Hina-chan'’s oracle, danger is tmniinent, but we
don't know when exactly it1l happen...”

Hinata's oracle had told the heroes that danger was inmiinent upon Shikoku, and thus they cut the
expedition short and returned.

However, neither Hinata, nor any of the Taisha's other miko had received any further oracles, and
thus neither the timeframe nor the scale of the Vertex attack were known,

If there were more time before the enemy invasion, the heroes could huve investigated a little more
to the north. Not even the Taisha understood the reason for the oracle calling for an early rarurn,
Perhaps sotnething unlike anything before was about to happen--
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1., want to fight soon... Twish the Vertexes could just conte already..”
Chikage slowly muttered.
“Gun-chan?”

Chikage's 0dd choice of words protupted a worried gaze from Yuuna. Chikage looked down and
stared hard at the ground.

-"The true value of a hero... is in fighting. Tn winning... That's what the people of Shikoky want
too.."

Vuuna listened silently to Chikage.

-"Look what the Vertexes did outside of Shikoku... 'l annibilate them all... Because otherwise, ['m
worthless as a hero..."

“Bven if you're not fighting, I'ni happy just to be with you, Gun-chan. You don't have to worry
about difficult things like your ‘worth’ or anything.”

Yuuna smiled.

Chikage looked back blankly for a second.

... don’t really understand...”

And after muttering as such, she looked away.

Ry the time Tamuko returned to the dorm, the sun had already set, and Anzu was standing in
front of her door.

-"Oh, Anzu. What's up?”

Anzu sent Tamako an inquisitive look.
Her serious face put sotne pressure ot Tamako.

“"Wh-what...? Did Tama do something to make you mad? Ab, don't tell me... you found out how
[slobbered all over that book [ borrowed earlier’? I'm sorry! [ fell asleep reading...

-"Huh!? So that's why just one page was all warped when you returned it!?”

Oh, so that wasi't it!? Man, did [ just screw up then!”
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Tantako put her head in her arms,

“Geen. Let's set the matter of the book aside for now. That's not it. ... Tamacchi-sempai, you're
hiding soniething, aren't you?"

“Hiding something...?"

Tantako faltered slightly at Anzu's pointed gaze.

“"Where did you go when you skipped classes this afternoon?”
Tantako hesitated to speak.

~You started looking pensive at times during the expedition, and you still do sonetitues,
Tamacchi-sentpai...”

... No point in standing around talking. Let's just come inside my room for now.”
Tantako openied the door and went in, followed by Anzu,

The room was littered with outdoor goods as always.

Tantako sat on a chair and Anz sat on the bed.

“Twent to the hospital today.”

~The hospital?”

Anzu asked back dubiously.

b, the Taisha-connected hospital. The place we always get checked up.”
-"Did something bappen?”

“'No... 'm not sick or injured or anything. [t's just... ever since [ used the fairy's power during the
expedition, | guess? My body's been feeling kind of funny..."

Tamako's eyes wandered around the room as if she were searching for the right words. She
couldu't quite explain what she was fecling.

After returning from the investigation expedition, all of the heroes had a check up. No
abnormalities were found in any of them, and they were told that they were healthy.

Thad theni check me up again just in case. But still, no abnormalities were found.

-"Oh, is that it...”
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Anzu sighed a breath of relief.

~"But T still do feel kinda funny.. T just can't put it into words."

Tamako spoke in frustration as she brought her eyebrows up together in thought.

Anzu's heart pounded.

These girls were experiencing things that hardly anyone had even known about throughout
hutan history. Heroes were beings innbued with the power of the gods. Vertexes were
unthinkable monsters. The situation outside the barrier was alniost completely unkuown. Even
if 1o abnormalities came up in a hospital check up, that didn't necessarily mean they were
pertectly fine.

“Tantacchi-sempai. Tf anything happens... please don't force yourself, okay?"

Seeing the devastation of the outside world during the investigation expedition had made Anzu
nervous. She couldn't help but feel anxiety.

-"Yeah, Tknow."

Tamako nodded meekly.

Meanwhile, Wakaba was sitting in her roont in proper seiza position, deep in thought.

Such was Wakaba's style when she needed time to meditate. Normually, it'd be best to do so ata
dojo, but Marugame Castle's lack of a dojo meant she had to use her roont for silent meditation
to clear her mingd.

No Vertex attack had happened since the end of the investigation expedition, so for the time
being, Wakaba du the others had returned to their daily routine. Rut things weren't necessarily
the samue as they were before.

(There's a bad atmosphere brewing through the team right now...)

The sights they had seen throughout Japan were just too shocking. The actions the Taisha took
after theit return was dubious. As a result, the girls were getting irritated.

Furthermote, ever since they returned ot Shikoku, Chikage began talking less and her patience
had been visibly weartng thin. Tantako would at times look like she was worried about something,

and Anzu would get anxious seeing her like that as a result.

Yuunas optiniism was just barely keeping the team’s mood in check... but things weren't looking
very good.

(There has to be something [ can do as leader.)
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What would Hittata or Yuuna do in her position? Thinking on that angle suddenly gave Wakaba
anidea,

Back duriug their hot spring trip at the beginuing of the year, the gils played some simple games
and had a fun time. Tt would be for the best if she could recreate that peaceful mood.

~Gantes... recreation... Sounds like it could work.”
Wakaba slowly niuttered to herself and opened her eyes.
“"Recreation, is it? What do you plan on doing?"

Before Wakaba had realized it, Hinata was in her room, watching over her with a smile on her
face.

-"H-Hinata!? Why are you here!? When did you get here!? How did you get here!?

"You looked like you were in deep thought, so T sneaked in quietly so as to not disturb you. With
stealthy, light steps. You did give me a duplicate room key after all, Wakaba-chan.”

It appeared Wakaba had been concentrating so hard that she was unable to notice such a suall
presence and sound.

~"Don't give me a heart attack. Just come inside normally...

-"Please, don't mind the small details. So, what's wrong, Wakaba-chan? After nieditating for a
while, you suddenly bring up soniething like recreation.”

1 got caught up in those 'sall details’.. Right now, there’s a somewhat unpleasant mood anong
us all. You've noticed it too, haven't you, Hinata?"

Ves, you're right.”
Hinata nodded, a serious expression now on her face as well.

-"So I was thinking maybe it'd be for the best if we all did something fun together for a change of
pace.”

o

Hinata's eyes popped in surprise.
“'Wh... what? Why do you look so surprised?"
"N, it's just, [ never thought 'd hear -you- suggest we have fun, Wakaba-chan..

. Wall, T guess you're right.”
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Back when Wakaba had neglected to build teamwork, perhaps she wouldn't have thought of
iniproving the tean's mood. Tt would've been even more of a stretch to think she would have
chosen to have "fun’.

“"Vou really have changed, Wakuba-chan, Changed for the better, I'd say."
Wakaba felt a little enibarrassed as Hintata smiled at her.

-"That said, exactly what sort of recreation do you want to do?"

-"Well, T was thinking of something that would get everyone excited, yet at the sume time work as
practice.”

Wakabu's suggestion was for all the heroes to participate in a battle royale sort of iock battle.
The entirety of the Marugame Castle grounds would serve as the battlefield. As grand prize, the
last one standing would be allowed to order the other niembers to do whatever they wanted. The
losers would have to abide by the winner's command.

Tt was a Battle Royal x Osanta Game fusion svent.

A mock battle for recreation, hmn? Sounds like something you'd suggest, Wakaba-chan.”

Hitata smiled wryly.

~"Andas u rule, everyone should be allowed to do anything, with the exception of using trump
cards. Real hero weapons are allowed.”

Wakaba gripped her beloved sword as she spoke.

"... That's a big no-no, Wakaba-chan. What if sonieone gets hurt!?”
-"Rut if we don't do that then there won't be any air of tension...”
-"Please use mock weapots.

-".. No, but.."

-"No buts.”

=" okay.”

Despite having that discussion, since the battle royale would be for practice, they obtained
permission from the teachers and the event was settled.

The next afternoon. The battle begun.

From the highest castle tower window, Hinata looked down upon the grounds through binoculars.
She could see the heroes scattered throughout the Marugame Castle grounds.
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Marugame Castle Outer Citadel--
Chikage watched front the bushes as the bartle unfolded before her eyes.

The two combatants she saw were Wakaba and Yuuna,

Both had taken martial arts training from a young age, and thus they excelled in battle ability.
They were the top two picks to win this battle royale.

“Yuuna, T've been wanting to ight all out with you.”

Same here. I'm not pulling any punches, okay!?"

Wakaba's weapon was a wooden sword reinforced in strength and weight by an iron core. She also
had u scabbard as it was essential to performing fai techniques.

Yuuna's weapon was irou tekko gauntlets, but with the metal wrapped in cloth o as to avoid
inflicting serious injury.

Players would retire if they themselves admitted defeat, or if they were hit by an attack that would
have been fatal had they been using real weapons.

)
Chikage took a deep breath and watched the two fight.

Her plan-- Hide out the early battle and wait for the others to eliminate sach other. By the
time only one or two rentained, they would presumably be fatigued. Unburdened by such a

disudvantage, there would be no way for Chikage to lose.

{Nogi-san and Takashima-san are both formidable enemies... $o it'd be a blessing for either of
them to be retired...)

Yuuna and Wakaba exchanged serious glances.
‘Wakaba placed her hand on her wooden scabbard.

-"Victory to those who take initiativel”

In an instant, Yuuna closed the gap between them with a thrusting strike.

However, with flawless tiniing, Wakaba unsheathed her wooden blade in synuc with Yuuna's attack.
Yuuna's fist and Wakaba's wooden blade struck each other with a heavy thud.

-"Haaaaaahhh!"

-"Hwooooohhh!"
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Blade and fist crossed again and again. They were evenly matched. Since Yuuna was able to attack
with both fists, she was able to dole out a higher number of punches. However, each of Wakaba's
individual hits dealt more damage.

-"Teyahh!"

Yuuna's fist knocked away Wakaba's wooden blade.

-"Khh!?"

-"This ends it"

Yuuna threw a finishing blow-- but before it could connect, Wakaba switched hands with her
scabbard and swung it at Yuuna's torso.

-"Uwah!?"

Caught off guard, Yuuna quickly guarded with her left arm, blocking the scabbard attack. However,
the sheer might of the throw knocked Yuuna hack.

Wakaba had previously used her scalhard offensively against an evolved Vertex. The sword is not the
only weapon in swordsmanship.

‘Wakaba tried to keep putting the pressure on Yuuna with close-range attacks, but she was
interrupted by none other than Chikage.

L won't let you. 1"

Chikage swung her dull practice scythe at Wakala. Wakaba dodged at just a hair's breadth
Regardless, she was interrupted from attacking Yuuna.

{Lintended to keep hidden until one of them retired, but... I just couldn't help myself when I saw
Takashima-san in danger...)

Chikage horribly regretted her brashness
“"Thanks, Gun-chan. You're a lifesaver!”
Yauna smiled at Chikage
-"No... don't mention it.."

Chikage no longer regretted her decision

In the meantime, Wakaba picked up the wooden blade that Yuuna had knocked away.

-"Let's start over.”

‘Wakaba resheathed her wooden blade and faced Yuuna and ¢hikage.
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-"But it's two against one... You don't._. have a chance

“Nope, make that three against one.”

Perhaps drawn by the sound of clashing weapons, Tamako showed up at the outer citadel as well
Tamako had determined that the most formidable enemy in this battle was Wakaba. Though
Wakaba and Yuuna were close power-wise, personality-wise, Yuuna would not go at full strength
in a battle "between friends”. Wakaba, on the other hand, would probably not have any qualms

going at full strength. In that case, the three of them should first take out Wakaba.

-"Fine... Come at me, you three. laido has several proposed forms for one-vs-many combat. Allow
e to show you the true strength of lai."

Wakaba lowered her stance and touched the handle of her sheathed wooden blade.
Vauna, Chikage, and Tamako each readied their stance as well

The three-vs-one fight would be over in 2 mere matter of seconds

Vauna, Chikage, and Tamako all began to attack Wakaba at once.

First, Chikage jumped up for a downward swing of her scythe, ut Wakaba cut her down with a
single counter swipe. Koori Chikage: Retired

-"Gun-cha:

Yuuna froze for just one moment out of concern for Chikage. Wakaba used that opening to
smoothly transition from her firststrike and cut down Yuuna. Takashima Yuuna: Retired

Immediately, Taniako cante to a decision. Realizing she couldn't win a one-on-one confrontation
with Wakaba, she slammed on the brakes, made an about-face, and ran for it.

-"Tamako!? Don't tun away!”

-"Retreating is just another tacti
Tamako jumped down from the stone wall and into the cover of the woods.
Wakaba stood on the roof of the castle tower in search of Tamako.

As Hinata watched the battle progress with her binoculars through the third story window, Wakaba
asked her a question

-"Hinata, whao's left?"
-"Just you and Tamako-san."

-"Anzu retired?”
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-"Yes. She lost to Tamak before Chikag: and Yuuna-san were ¢l d."

(Then T only need to defeat Tanako now, hub...)
1f she avoided any long distance attacks and brought the battle into close-range combat, there
would be 110 way she could Tose to Tamako, Wakaba's sword had the advantage over Tamako's

bladed yo-yo in terms of close conibar power.

Suddenly, the bladed yo-yo flew out front the trees underneath the castle tower, straight towards
Wakaba,

Since she was vigilant about her surroundings, Wakaba was 110t taken off guard. Wakaba easily
dodged the bladed yo-yo attack and leapt towards the direction the attack cane from,

And there... Tamako stood from atop 4 tree branch.
<0h crap!”

Tamako tried to bring the bladed yo-yo back to ber grasp, but she was 100 late. Before the yo-yo
returned, Wakabu closed the distance to Tamako, unsheathed her wooden blade and cut--

~but before she could land a strike, a well-uimed arrow struck Wakaba on her right hand. Since
the arrow was covered with a soft rubber guard, it didu't pierce the skin, but the itnpact caused
her to drop her wooden blade. Tn a flash, « second arrow struck her scabbard, causing het to drop
itto the ground us well.

=" ArTOw:

12 But [ thought Anzy retired already. 12"

Before she could get an answer, Tamako's recallzd bladed yo-yo struck Wakaba in the back and fall
to the ground.

Afterwards.

Wakuba had fallen to the ground, tied up in Tuniako’s bladed yo-yo wire, completely immaobilized.
Anzu and Tamako stood before the bound Wakaba as Anzu pointed her crossbow at her.
Kb, But 1 heard Anzy retired earlier...”

- had Hinata-san agree to help me out. I requested she say | retired carlier if anyone asked.”

-"Wha,..!?"
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Meanwhile, in the Marugame Castle Tower, Hinata murmured apologetically.

"' sorry, Wakaba-chan.. [t was tough having to lie to you... but [ wasn't exactly a referes to begin with,
so nubods ever said | was obligated to give vut sruthful information...”

Hinata looked at the smartphone she held in her hand. On the screen was a picture of Wakaba doing
combat training during lessons yesterday, Normally during hero training sessions, Hinata would undergo
miko training in another room, and thus she had no opportunities to take pictures of Wakaba training...
As such, this particular picrure was Anzu's payment in return for her cooperation.

~"Now my treasured Wakaba picture collection is one step closer to completion.”

-"... Tadmit defeat. Finish me oft.”

Wakaba graciously admitted defeat.

-"Our tama-teamwork was a success!”

Tamako puffed out her chest in pride. Running away from Wakaba was just another link in their chain of
tactics. Tamako and Anzu had teamed up from the start. Tamako would bait the enemies; Anzu would use
the opening to take them out with her crossbow. That was the plan they had decided upon.

-"So, Wakaba-san... This is the end.”

Anzu slowly pulled her crossbow's trigger.

Rut the arrow didn't hit Wakaba.

S"Owie!

Instead, it slammed into Tamako's forehead.

. huh?”
‘Wakaba and Tamako blinked in confusion simultaneously.
Anzu smiled and said,

-"There, now Tamacchi-sempai is retired too. Wakaba-san admitted defeat earlier, so that counts as a retire.
Twin"

--"... huhhhh!?"

Apparently Wakaba was not the only one who Anzu fooled.

“"The threat who should've been top priority... was Anzu.."

Tamako muttered with drooping shoulders.

And thus, the first mock battle royale ended with lyojima Anzu as the winner.

As winner, she had the privilege of ordering the other heroes, but--
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-"Taniako, be mine.
-"W-Wakaba-kun... I'ni sorry, but there's sonieone else that Tama likes.."

-"Hold it right there, Wakaba-kun! You're disturbing Tamako-san!”

-"Oh, Takashima-kuu... Wait, what the hell is this!?"

~Cut, cut! That's no good, Tamacchi-sentpai! You need to sy your lines properly!”
In the classroom, Wakaba had driven Tamako to the wall, blocking her escape with her arm as

she whispered sweet words into Tamako's ear-- the classic "kabe-don”. And then Yuuna catug in
the middle to separate the two of then... the classic love triangle.

Anzu was recreating one of her favorite sceties from a romance novel using Wakaba, Tantako, and
Yuuna as actors.

T can't sy such embarrassing lines! Hell! Why does Tanta even have to play the role of a ‘quiet,
tiid girl 17"

“"Because part of this heroine’s character is that she's short. So T thought it might be the perfect
role for you, Tamacchi-sempai.”

~"You calling Tama short!?"
~"While we're at it, why do T have to wear nuale clothes...”

"M t0o... it feels kinda... strange to wear a boy's uniform.”

Wakaba and Vuuna were wearing ntale uniforms.

“It's to icrease the level of accuracy; obviously!”

Anzu was u strict director.

Incidentally, Hinata was appreciating Wakaba, Yuuna, and Tantako's performaices with a warn
smile on her face. And it goes without saying, but she didn't forget to snap pictures of the situation
with her smartphone.

" A-anyway! [ did exactly as you wanted, Anzu! We're done fulfilling your conmiand, aren't wel?"
~'Can L. stop here too?"

Tamako shouted with a flushed face. Wakaba hunched over in exhaustion.

It was fun, but it really is kinda embarrassing, hub."

Yuuna spoke in emburrassiuent as vell,
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-"Well, it was a little lacking in accuracy, but let's leave it at that. Now then, next...”

Anzu's eyes turned toward Chikage.

Chikage's body twitched and shuddered.

-"Thave to do... something that embarrassing too...? ... P-please... no.

-"Hel heh heh heh heh. Now what sort of role would suit Chikage-san the best?”
A wicked swile spread across Anzu's face.

-"Ugh.."

Chikage stiffened.

But Anzu shook her heud side 1o side.

-"Chikage-san, I'll give you a different commuand.”

-"Huh.

‘When Chikage looked at her dubiously, Anzu took out u white sheet of paper from the teacher's
desk and hield it out to Chikage. Written on the sheet was "Diploma Third Year Koori Chikage”.

-"My conumand is for you to accept this."
-"This is.."

Chikage looked at the diplona in confusion.
Yuuna swiled and said,

' you think about it, you're a third year, so you really should be graduating now, right,
Guni-chan? So we made this diploma for you."

Singce they all took lessons in the same classroom, none of them were really conscious about it,
but Chikage was a third year middle school student. In a normal school, it would be just about
tinie for her graduation cereniony.

~"That said, though you'll be moving on to your first year of high school, you wou't actually be
going to a tiew school.”

Taniako spoke with a wry smile on her face. Since this school was established as a way to gather
all of the heroes in the same place, their physical school wouldn't change even once they moved

on to high school.

-"But still, it's best we do this at least for formality's sake.”
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~"Yes. Lagree”
Wakaba and Hinata nodded

Since she wasn't changing schools, "graduation” had felt meaningless to Chikage, and thus she
herself had forgotten about it

But still--

. Ifit's 2 command, [ guess I've got no choice..."

And with that, Chikage took the diploma.

The girls started walking back to the dorm as the sun set

-"Dammit, I would've won that mock battle royale if I didn't let Anzu trick me!”

~"But Tamacchi-sempai, I think you would've lost to Wakaba-san if you fought her alone.”
-"What was that!?"

-"Yuuna, next time, come at me at your full strength."

-"Huh? But I did come at you at full strength!”

-"Nu, your movements were clearly weaker compared to when you fight against Vertexes.”

-"Next time... I won't lose

~"Chikage-san, if you had kept yourself hidden while Yuuna-san was fighting, you might have
won... You did have tactics that would vppose Anzu, after all.”

The girls spoke in high spirits as they walked

-"Let's make another opportunity to have fun together like this again soon.”
Everyone nodded to Wakaba's words.

The view of the Seto Insland Sea from Marugame Castle was as peaceful as ever.
The next Vertex invasion had yet to happen.

{Chapter 12 End)



