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Part 01 — The Marriage was Arranged
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Translation by Solistia

Edited by Sam (of Xant & Minions)

“Marietta, your marriage has been decided’

...... Marriage?” Summoned by her father, the king of Stellaus, Marietta
steeled herself for whatever bad news might come after seeing his grave
countenance. However, upon hearing the subject was her marriage, she
couldn’t help but be confused. Wasn't marriage...a good thing?

Her father was always going on about how he'd find a wonderful
husband for his third daughter, Marietta. As the youngest princess, she
was always fawned over by her elder brothers and sisters, as well as her
parents. In such an environment, most princesses would grow up selfish
and spoiled, but thankfully Marietta was a gentle girl; all the love she
received turned her into a charming young lady.

She was also already 18. It wouldn't have been odd for her to have a
flance at that age, so getting betrothed now should be a matter of
course.

"Oh, that's so wonderful, thank you father! So, tell me, who is it?"
Marietta held her hands in front of her chest, waiting excitedly for her
father’s reply. Standing that way, the fair, blond-haired, blue-eyed
Marietta looked like an adorable doll. He must be royalty. How old is he?
What color is his hair? What colored eyes would hold me in their visage?
"Oh, do you happen to have a portrait of him?”

“Indeed......we do have a portrait. However, he is not of royal blood......



Marietta’s eyes suddenly locked onto her father, and the king of Stellaus
continued in a quiet tone. "He is a General. Belvant Fergus, the General of
Oltaire, is to be your husband.”

“A General?”

“That's right”

"Oltaire? The superpower Oltaire? ......Did something happen, some
urgent military matter, to make you need a relationship with them?”

"...Truly you are a clever girl, Marietta.” Reflecting in the king's eyes was
his sweet Marietta, whose adorable appearance belied her wisdom and
intellect, and his expression became strained. “And you are correct”

“Then, could it be that by marrying this General we will be able to
avoid some kind of war?”

"How did you know?”

“If we were to form a solid relationship with Oltaire, we would have the
power to refuse unreasonable demands from other countries.”

“But still, how did you arrive at that conclusion?”

"Because, Father, you are always going on about how you'll find me the
perfect prince to live a peaceful life with. But now, you're suddenly
talking of handing me over to a General from the militant superpower



Oltaire. If my memory serves me right, Oltaire has no princes of a
marriageable age at the moment”

“You are right. The only remaining unwed prince is just 4-years old.
What's more, the Oltaire royal family is currently looking to bestow a
reward upon their General; such as a princess from an allied country”

"And | qualify as such a prize, is what you're saying." Marietta did not
mind of course, and nodded her head in understanding. "As a member of
the royal family, | am fully prepared to marry for the sake of the country.
To be able to do this for my people fills me with happiness.”

"Oh Marietta, such generosity.”

“Father, | am already 18 and a proper adult.” Marietta raised her chin
sharply, as if to say 'look how I've matured'..and failed. Her body was
both short and slender. Her older sisters were all voluptuous in the chest,
but, how would one describe it...it was quite obvious her chest was nigh
nonexistent. She had truly believed that one day she would blossom as
her sisters did, but at 18 years of age, such a thing had yet to occur.

That's why, with her body like that, you could describe her with a single
word: cute.

“Now then, what kind of person is this General? | would appreciate it if
you could tell me.”

“Yes, you see...”



General Fergus. Before that name typically appeared titles the likes of
"He Who Silences Crying Children (out of fear)”, or “Advent of the
Fearsome Demon Lord", and so on and so forth. Born into the lower
nobility, with his strength and sharp intellect he quickly rose to the rank
of General at the young age of 30. His glare alone caused small animals
to hide, and even the branches of immovable trees would tremble. When
he stepped onto the battlefield no enemy would live to tell the tale, and
whatever the circumstances, without batting an eyelash, even against the
most well-laid plans he could forcibly bring about victory from under his
opponent’s feet; he was a warrior, fierce and terrifying as a god.

Thus, the king of Stellaus went to extreme lengths to beat around the
bush as long as possible in his explanation to Marietta. "And that, is his
portrait.” The chamberlain came in carrying the portrait under his arm
and presented it to the princess.

Depicted in the portrait, his body indeed looked strong, and from his
light brown hair to his icey blue stare piercing through Marietta, he did
look like a demon...no, like a warrior. There may have been some artistic
liberties taken by the painter, but it still exuded a fair amount of intensity.
The portrait had revealed a man that could easily crush Marietta’s throat
with a single hand.

"He also...appears to be quite tall” Seeing Marietta trembling while
covering her mouth with both hands made the king of Stellaus’ heart
clench. "He could probably easily lift me with one hand.”

“I-1 hear he's both a strong and good-looking man. Marietta, | believe
he's a man who would protect someone as lovely as you.”

“Yes......| get that impression. I'm certain he would be my knight in



shining armor......" Marietta had become teary-eyed. “It's decided, Father, |
shall go to this man. How soon until | depart for Oltaire?”

“In one week’s time......

"As you wish. | must hurry and pack my belongings. ...May | take this
painting with me?” the young girl requested, and the king of Stellaus was
no longer able to hold back his tears.

*kk*k

“This is the man who will become my husband......?" Upon returning to
her room, Marietta closely examined the painting of her ferociously-faced
flance again. “"How......now dreamy he is!” She was so deeply affected
that, while teary eyed, Marietta’s face turned bright red as she softly
exclaimed to herself.

“Such a strong physique with taut muscles, I'm certain he wields the
sword as lightly as a feather. He could easily sweep me off my feet with
one arm......eee, I'm so embarrassed!” Daydreaming about her
expressionless knight embracing her, Marietta writhed about bashfully by
herself. He's like an aloof knight from a fairy tale brought to life. Whatever
shall | do, my heart will beat out of my chest if | don't see him soon.

“My Lord Belvant......My Lord Husband....."” Marietta’s white fingers
caressed the painting, and then she hugged it. “I'm so happy! | can't wait,
simply can't wait to see him! My dreamy General!”

After all, Princess Marietta was a girl with a muscle fetish.



Part 02 — How Do You Do?
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Translation by Solistia

Edited by Sam (of Xant & Minions)

“Princess, could it be that you're shivering?” Marietta was indeed
shaking, and her reliable lady-in-waiting was quick to say something. “It
is a bit chilly inside the carriage. Shall | prepare another blanket for you?”

"Oh my, I am quite all right, Sierra. | assure you, it is not because | am
cold.” Marietta was on board the carriage to Oltaire. The carriage rocked
everyday for 10 days, and it had only been 4 days since they crossed the
border into Oltaire. It was a royal carriage of fine make, but even so it was
a bit of a rough journey for a young lady’s body. Still, beneath her bottom
were plenty of cushions, and between her curiosity and energy, Marietta
was even able to enjoy sleeping outdoors. After all, her husband awaited
her at the end of the journey.

She even had the portrait of General Belvant Fergus packed amongst
her things. She really wanted to have it displayed inside the carriage to
gaze upon until she got her fill, but as she was not alone, it would have
been too embarrassing of a deed. Thus she had not. Still, just
remembering his visage made her unintentionally giddy with thoughts
about her still-unseen husband, but when she came back to her senses,
she was so embarrassed she began to shake.

Even so, her very capable lady-in-waiting was scarier than a demon,
and had already collected considerable intel on General Fergus. Oh my
poor, dear, Princess. By all rights, you should have been married off to a
more kind and wonderful gentlemen from a royal family. You shouldn't
have to become the bride of such a vulgar and fearsome man. I'm aware
you're trying to not worry anybody by hiding behind a mask of
eagerness, but from time to time your shivering body belies your fears, of



that | have no doubt. Sierra was quietly moved to tears. Though | may be
lacking in ability, | must protect my princess as much as | am able.

Unaware of Sierra’s new resolve, Marietta gazed at the scenery outside
of the small window before saying, “My, it looks as though different
plants grow in the forests of Oltaire. | wonder if different animals also live
here? I'm looking forward to living in this new land”

...... So it would appear. It would be wonderful to find beautiful flowers
or adorable animals to put you at ease, My Princess”’

"Yes, that would be nice......kyaaa!” The carriage suddenly lurched,
causing Marietta scream.

“What's going on?” Hearing the unusual clamor occurring outside,
Sierra concluded they must be in a state of emergency, and hid the
princess under a blanket.

“Enemy attack! We're under attack!”

The carriage was apparently under attack by an unknown assailant. The
guards brandished their swords, and the ear-splitting sounds of metallic
clangs rang out.

"
!

“She should be in the carriage, drag her out

Sierra took out her self-defence knife, and readied herself for intruders
at the carriage’s entrance. The assailants were most likely after Marietta.



“Sierra..”

"There’s no need to fear, My Princess, | will protect you." Despite their
peril, Sierra smiled sweetly as she normally did.

The carriage door wrenched open, and the moment the man appeared,
Sierra’s boots connected with his face. “Gwaa!” With a kick strong enough
to fracture bones, the man fell back right where he stood.

“Fuck, you shitty little..."” From behind, another man raised his sword,
aiming for Sierra, when suddenly—

“Gwaaaa!!” The man’s eyes widened as he let out a last dying scream
before disappearing from Marietta’s sight.

"What happened?” Peeking out from beneath the blanket to see what
was going on, the sight outside the carriage made Marietta catch her
breath.

"You sure have some guts, going after my future wife.” There stood
General Belvant Fergus, holding a bloodied sword in his right hand,
fearsomely showered in the blood of his enemies.

"Ah....." Without it even having to be said, Marietta knew she was
looking at her future husband, Belvant.

“Princess Marietta, are you injured?”



Her betrothed covered in so much blood, he must surely be injured
somewhere! Was he okay?!

Thinking such thoughts, the very smell of blood caused Marietta to
choke, her face grew pale very quickly, and she soon collapsed onto
Sierra.

"My Princess! Don't force yourself!” While caring for Marietta, Sierra
glared at the General. Sierra mistakenly thought that seeing his
frightening blood-soaked appearance had caused Marietta to feel
unwell.

"......Did | frighten you? My apologies.” Belvant should have been the
hero, saving his wife from such a crisis, but instead he spoke quietly,
turned back, and mounted his horse. “I'll head back ahead of you. | need
two groups, one to guard and one to cleanup this mess, then follow after
me.’

“Understood, sir!”

Belvant's brow furrowed deeply as he found Marietta even more fragile
and lovely than in her portrait. “......This won't do. Someone like me
marrying a princess, it's absurd.” Then why does my chest feel as if it's in
pain? Belvant knew that all the women in the world were frightened by
him, yet being rejected by Marietta had unknowingly damaged him.

*kk*%k



Around the time Belvant was fiercely spurring his horse into action,
Marietta was taking a strong alcohol as a tonic, and the gallant figure of
her future husband in her memories became stained with red.

He appeared out of nowhere like the wind to save me, rounded up all
the ruffians, and just like the wind disappeared again. Yes, he had nary a
wound for me to sooth, he was that strong and sturdy of a man. Yes, just
like a knight in a fairytale......Ah, My Lord Belvant, you are too dreamy!
Even more dreamy than your portrait......Oh, how | hope to see you again
soon.

Once again, Marietta fell in love with her tall and strong future
husband.



Part 03 — Just From Remembering It
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Translation by Solistia

Edited by Sam (of Xant & Minions)

“So you mean to say it was the dissenters, the ones that didn’t of
approve of strengthening our bond with another country, and thus my
marriage with Princess Marietta? What fools.” Belvant got the assailants
to spit out what information they knew. It would seem that the political
investment in the marriage caused those who felt it was worthless to act.

Trivial things like political power and privileges caused people to attack
my bride-to-be. Did they think they'd grab ahold of some kind of
weakness? So annoying. If that's how it's going to be, I'll just investigate
them myself, and give them a little taste of hell on earth. For whoever
decided to become my enemy, I'll carefully drive them into a corner. They
won't dare think of trying such a thing again, Belvant thought, and his
expression turned downright demonic. Obviously, the people that didn't
know him well shuddered in his presence, but even those that knew his
true disposition were trembling.

“Calm down, Belvant. We'll capture the perpetrator soon.”

"Of course we will. As if | would let off anyone who chooses to
antagonize the likes of me.” When he first heard that the king of Oltaire
had betrothed him to a princess of a foreign country, his face had warped
at the superfluousness of it all, but this was a political marriage for the
sake of the country. Because this was the reality of the situation, he had
reluctantly agreed. Thinking that this was just something that came with
the prestigious position of a General, he had chosen to stifle his feelings
on the matter, and was prepared to accept a minor inconvenience. Even
when he received notice of the enemy attack, he only thought that they
mustn’t lose such an important political pawn, and quickly headed out to



exterminate the rabble. And yet......

[“There's blood......"]

Her lovely face, frightened by the bloodshed. Her eyes suddenly closed
as she fainted without warning; such a delicate girl.

The princess was already 12 years his junior, and in order to protect her
country, she offered herself up to a man with a terrifying reputation. Still,
he couldn’t see her as anything but a young girl. | don't like this. Just
about everything is aggravating.

"Too scary! Your face is at the level that I'll be frightened in my dreams
tonight!” Belvant had known his good-humored friend Adran from an
early age. Bevant's face sent a chill up Adran’s spine, turning his face pale,
and practically made him scream. “Settle down, and calm yourself.
Anyway, no matter how much more you torture those thugs, keep in mind
it won't heal the princess’ emotional scars. Instead, you should be
thinking about how to soothe the princess’ heart”

Adran had always acted as Belvant's support, from the time when they
were both squires all through their rise in the ranks, and yet Adran’s
words made Belvant's brow furrow. “Soothe her heart? Why must | be the
one to do that?”

"Wha-, but, she’s going to be your wife, right? She came all this way to
marry you. Can you imagine how forlorn this young lady must feel?
Seeing that terrible gaze of yours, why, if you're not the one to soothe her,
who will be?”



"So you're saying that it's part of my duty to her?”

“Now look here......yes, yes, that's exactly it, it's your duty as a General.
It's for the sake of the country even!” Adran was this close to sighing, he
had no idea when his friend had strayed so far from the path of a
gentleman.

...... | see, so it's like that. Well then, shall | present her with the heads of
her attackers?”

Adran immediately screamed “NO!" as Belvant's thought process went
in the total opposite direction. “What are you going to do if you frighten
her even more?! No, no, you have to soothe her gently. Look you, there's a
limit to how much you can not know about a woman'’s heart.”

“Soothe her heart......just, how exactly do | do that?”

“How do you do that? You're a General, aren't you? Isn't thinking up
strategies your main job?! Plus, this is about your own bride! What are
you gonna do if you always have to ask other people for help, isn't the
most sincere way to think of something yourself?”

“Is...that how is it......?" The thick arms of his large body folded together
as he nodded. He nodded, but......for the first time, Belvant couldn’t think
of anything to follow up with. Agreeing and tilting his head to the side to
contemplate was the most he could manage.

...... Um, but well, if someone as inexperienced with women as you were
to ask, | wouldn't be reluctant to offering some advice." Worried about



the unusually meek-looking Belvant, Adran went back on his words and
tossed a lifeline to his friend. “First, getting her a present might be nice.
Finding something you think the Princess might like and giving it to her
would be nice, don't you think? If you were going to get a present, what
would you want?”

"What | want right now is a new whetstone for my sword.”

“That isn't something normal people want! ......No, no, it was my fault
for asking. What would a young princess desire to make her feel
welcomed......7"

“What would you give a woman when you want to court her?”

“For a fling, maybe something like flowers, if I'm serious, then jewelry!

“Jewelry?”

"It's better than a whetstone. For now, let's focus on jewels.”

"l understand. Then go pick out something appropriate for me.”

“Why you!”

“It's fine, I'll be the one paying for it

“Damn right you are!”



'If you keep up that kind of attitude you'll be dumped before the
wedding even happens!’ Belvant heard Adran say as he quickly left to
make a full report to the king.

*kk*k

"Oo, you were simply too amazing, My Lord Belvant....." Invited to the
royal palace as the guest of honor during her betrothal period and tired
from the long journey, Marietta let out a sweet sigh while washing in the
bath. She soaked in the grandiose bath surrounded by the beautiful
fragrance of flower petals, courtesy of Oltaire, and gently floated about
the scented water. Afterwards, she changed into a dress that was easy to
move in, and let herself sink into the cushions of the sofa. Then, she
sighed again as she repeatedly replayed her very brief meeting with
Belvant in her mind. Her face turned a bright shade of red in a very
unladylike fashion, and Marietta buried her head in the cushions.

Keeping watch over Marietta, the lady-in-waiting Sierra scowled. She’s
so exhausted, she's done nothing but sigh......and it's no wonder, she's
going to have to marry that terrible General. Just thinking about him
makes me shiver, when it comes to that blood-soaked man......Aah, now
she’s hiding her face from the world. Surely, she's trying to not worry me.
Not only is my princess lovely, but also wise and kind. So why, why, must
she be with such a savage man......

At that moment, there was a knock at the door and someone spoke. The
lone lady-in-waiting dealt with the matter, and soon returned carrying a
small box and a bouquet of roses.



"l present gifts for the Princess from General Belvant Fergus.”

"Oh my, for me, from My Lord Belvant?” Marietta accepted the gifts

with an enthusiastic,beaming expression. “Oh, how lovely. This is the first
time I've seen such dark roses turn pink on the tips of the petals”

"I shall arrange them in a vase.”

Marietta handed the bouquet to Sierra, and then undid the ribbon
wrapped around the small box. What could be inside? My Lord Belvant

gave something to me......I'm so happy! Even though he must be so busy,
he was still worried about me.

With the extent of Belvant's thoughtfulness and simple-mindedness
unknown to Marietta, she happily opened the box.



Part 04 — And They Meet
N4 HEULET



Translation by Solistia

Edited by Sam (of Xant & Minions)

"Oh, how beautiful!” Marietta gleefully and quietly exclaimed while
looking at the contents of Belvant's gift. They were earrings fitted with
teardrop-shaped jewels that shone in a light blue color. Marietta took
hold of them between her thin, white fingers, and gazed upon the
complex cut of the jewels as they sparkled with a surprising amount of
light. She could tell they were goods of the highest quality.

“Surely......these must be Oltaire diamonds?”

“Oltaire diamonds?”

"Yes, these jewels are a special product from this country, diamonds
with a peculiar light blue color. They are very expensive, and | have never
seen any so large as these.” With her wealth of knowledge, including that
of jewels, even the lady-in-waiting Sierra was in awe as she explained.

"Are they truly......they are very magnificent jewels. After all, this color
and radiance, they remind me of My Lord Belvant'’s eyes.”

[Princess Marietta, are you injured?]

He had defeated the villains, and spoken Marietta’s name in his low,
composed voice with his strong and gallant figure. He had even looked
directly at her with his ice-blue eyes. More imposing than his portrait,



she remembered her heart being struck by his bright and clear eyes.

[Princess Marietta]

That man, the man | so secretly desire, appeared before me and spoke
my name, and even held me in his eyes, thought Marietta as her
heartstrings quivered, and her heart ached for him.

“For the General to chose such a clever gift was truthfully outside my
calculations. To think that he would select a jewel bearing the same color
as his eyes..." Such was Sierra’s surprise that she muttered such things to
herself.

"Oh my, aren't they though? The same as My Lord Belvant’s......that he
would bequeath me with this color..”

'l want to dye you in my colors. Naturally, there must be such a
passionate meaning behind it......or perhaps even a declaration of love.

"My Lord Belvant......oh what things does My Lord Belvant wish to do to
me with his color? Aaah..." The earrings fell from her trembling fingers
with a distinct ‘plop’. I'm so embarrassed, no elated, positively elated!
Could it be that My Lord Belvant is pleased with me as well? Oh whatever
shall | do......my heart won't stop pounding. Oh, | wonder what part of me
My Lord Belvant will want to dye first?

Marietta’s mind entered ‘flower garden mode’ and her face became so
hotly flushed she had to hide it in her hands. Unconsciously, she shook
her head back and forth as her imagination ran wild.



"My Princess, has your mood run afoul?”

“No, | am quite all right. It's just, |, some intense palpitations have hold
of my heart, please do not worry about it Marietta remembered the
calm and capable lady-in-waiting watching over her and immediately
restrained herself, holding up her enlivened head as if nothing was wrong
to keep up appearances. It would simply not do for a princess from a
foreign country to be writhing about in such an improper manner whilst
thinking about a man. “Uuum......oh yes, | must express my gratitude!
What shall | prepare, a written letter perhaps? Sierra, have you any
stationary?”

"Firstly, | believe it would be best for you to get some rest. There is still
the evening meal yet left for today, and since you will be seated next to
General Fergus, could you not use that opportunity to express your
gratitude?”

“Oh, | shall be able to meet with him, won't I?” Marietta’s voice shook
from anticipation and anxiety.

Hearing that, the aggravated Sierra drew back as her eyebrows raised.
You'll be all right, My Princess. | shall be by your side the entire time. Even
if he's the General of a large country, should he show you any disrespect, |
shall swiftly reprimand him. Sierra was strong-willed, and it showed in
her feelings towards her princess as an excellent lady-in-waiting, despite
all the misunderstandings.

“Now then, | would like to adorn myself with this present post haste.
And what dress do you think | should wear with them?”



"My Princess, please take a moment to settle down. | will prepare you
some tea for now. In the meantime, please select a dress to match your
new earrings.” Sierra helped calm her mistress, and added some herbs to
the tea to settle the princess’ feelings.

Of course, the lady-in-waiting had in mind that she was soothing the
princess because 'Princess Marietta must be so frightened at having to
be near such a demonic man’, and in the end misinterpreted the intense
palpitations for General Belvant Fergus. Thus she did her best to put the
girl at ease.

*kk*%k

"We welcome you for coming from your far away land, Princess
Marietta”

“I am most humbly delighted upon this occasion to accept your
gracious words, Your Majesty.’

Summoned to a special room before dinner, Marietta met with Oltaire’s
king. The king was over 40 years old, a handsome man in the prime of his
life, meeting with the youngest princess of Stellaus. She was, as the
rumors had said, a gentle and lovely princess, and the king was quite
taken with her. And yet......

Even though he was a well-featured, fine looking man when you looked
at him closely , General Belvant Fergus’ unsociability and ferocious
strength frightened women. When the king remembered that this
adorable girl had no choice but to marry that man, his heart ached.



“General Fergus is a warrior with dauntless courage, which is nothing to
say of his surprising capability as a strategist. Due to his great and
excellent talents, my country does not lack for power. With the fine
relation of the wedding between the beautiful princess of Stellaus and
the General of Oltaire, the bond between our two countries shall
strengthen. Above all else, | believe you two shall suit each other. | pray
for this husband and wife pair to live long and prosper’”

"Yes, | thank you for your kind words.” Marietta's cheeks were innocently
dyed red with a blush.

But all those present, except for Marietta, were secretly retorting in
their minds, ‘They don't suit each other at all! Your Majesty is trying too
hard to make them seem like a good couple!’ though they could not say
such things out loud.

Even the king himself thought such things must be left unsaid, Forgive
me, | apologize. The General isn't a bad person, but | hope you can put
up with him.

*kk*k

Compared to Oltaire, the country of Stellaus was quite small. For that
reason, when Marietta first visited Oltaire, she was bewildered by the
great scale of everything. However, thanks to the royal education she
received when she was younger, proper diplomatic etiquette was second
nature, and she was able to conduct herself graciously without revealing
any of her true feelings.



The introductory dinner was held in one of the massive palace’s rooms.
Due to the queen’s consideration, in order to not need to be as strict, only
a small number of people were invited.

“Suddenly thrust into a marriage and coming to a foreign country, you
must surely feel some unease. If it would please you, you may also seek
me out for advice, and come to think of us as your parents in this country,
Princess Marietta.” The royal lady wanted to be amiable in politics. Simply
because she was born to royalty, this young girl had to be part of a
political marriage of convenience with only a portait by which she could
use to know her betrothed. This made the queen greatly sympathize with
her. Moreover, her partner was that General Fergus. For conducting
herself with courage, the queen was also quite taken with the lovely
princess, and from the bottom of her heart wanted to become a support
for the girl. That General has no idea how to deal with ladies. If he starts
to behave outrageously, | will absolutely not stand for it.

Unaware of what was happening, Belvant was being treated like a wild
animal and making enemies everywhere.

And then, Belvant was late for dinner.

For the General, everyday was full to the brim with work, but today, the
day his bride-to-be was to arrive, he should have had the day off.
However, from the moment he rushed out to save Marietta from the
attack, he'd been drowned in an overwhelming mountain of paperwork.
In order to clarify the details of the incident, he'd busted his butt even
more than usual and fell into a mess. Always zealous about work, Belvant
hadn't even stopped to eat anything. However, his lieutenant Adran had
proceeded to beat some common sense into the man, and as soon as he
finished up his work he immediately headed for his seat at the dinner
table.



"l apologize for my tardiness.” Belvant appeared, sporting a sour look
on his face that gave no indication of actually being apologetic. The royal
husband and wife sighed inwardly, while Marietta’s throbbing heart
threatened to leap out of her chest.
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