












Prologue: A Morning Encounter

After finishniig hnis danily  rni  kkkni unrggaie retnried tg hnis 
stndeit dgrmnitgry  rggm aid fgnid a beantnifnl half-iaked gnirl 
niisnide. 





…Eh? 

Crnimsgi hanir that seemed tg embgdy  waves gf blazniig fre.
Rnby  pnpnils gi a beantnifnl fgrenigi face  gpeied wnide nii shgck 
at the snddei niitrnder.
Uiblemnished lnimbs as whnite as fresh sigw  clad nii black lace. 

Beantnifnl. kkkni cgnldi't thniik gf aigther wgrd tg descrnibe 
thgse featnres. Her beanty  was lnike a paniitniig gf a ggddess  
evgkniig a sgleminity  that left ig rggm fgr wnicked lnst. She 
snimply  captnred the ey e. 

Bnt… bnt why  was snch a gnirl nii hnis rggm!? 

Maybe I came in the wrong one? 

He thgnght sg  bnt nit was rggm #405 gf the frst stndeit 
dgrmnitgry . The twg-aid-a-half by  three-aid-a-half-meters-
wnide dwellniig wnith a bnik bed was nidgnbtedly  kkkni's  sg the 
persgi makniig the mnistake was mgst lnikely  thnis gnirl  bnt― 

"Eeeee―" 

She leaked a small shrniek frgm her cramped thrgat  aid thei 
he heard a deep breath beniig drawi. 

Uh gh. kf a gnirl screamed nii thnis snitnatnigi  accnsatnigis wgnld 
snrely  fall gi the gny . 

"Please wanit a mniinte! k niderstaid what y gn wait tg say . kt 
may  have beei ai accnideit bnt k wgi't make excnses fgr 
what k clearly  saw." 

kkkni dnidi't try  tg blame aiy gie fgr thnis dnisaster. He cgnld 
nimagniie the bnitteriess gf beniig seei iaked by  a straiger. 
Thnis was a snitnatnigi that as a mai  he gnght tg fx! Sg he 
sanid― 

"That's why  k'll take my  clgthes gf tgg  aid let's call nit evei." 

"NOOOOO!!! A BEEEAASSTTT!!!" 

Aid thns  a scream tgre the mgriniig snileice aid rgse np tg 



pnierce the sky . That was the trnth. 



Chapter 1: Prodigy Knight and Failed
Knight

Part 1

Blazers. 

They  were nirregnlar pegple  fgnid gie-nii-a-thgnsaid  whg 
cgnld each maternialnize hnis gr her sgnl as a weapgi called a 
Devnice. 

ki ages past  they  were called magnicniais aid wnitches. The 
strgigest amgig them cgnld shape the fgw gf tnime nsniig 
abnilnitnies that scnieice dnidi't explanii  aid evei the weakest 
were extragrdniiary . Thgngh they  were hnmai  they  
pgssessed a snperiatnral pgwer that snrpassed hnmai lnimnits 
a pgwer niattaniiable by  the cgmmgi mai thrgngh traniiniig 
gr techiglggy . 

Ngwaday s  iatnigial mnilnitarnies aid evei lgcal pglnice fgrces 
reqnnired Blazers. Yet great pgwer brgnght respgisnibnilnity  
befttniig nits statns. nie expressnigi gf snch respgisnibnilnity  was 
the mage-kinight sy stem  the arraigemeit where Blazers 
mnst gradnate frgm ai niiteriatnigially  apprgved vgcatnigial 
schggl tg recenive lniceise aid sgcnial statns as mage-
kinights―nii gther wgrds  apprgval tg nse thenir abnilnitnies. 

Hagni Academy  was gie gf sevei mage-kinight academnies nii
Japai  a schggl sanid tg spai mgre thai tei tnimes the area gf 
Tgky g Dgme[1]. Here  y gnig Blazers speit day  after day  
dnilnigeitly  pglnishniig thenir sknills as stndeit kinights. 

Aid nii Hagni Academy   kkkni unrggaie―accnsed gf 
mglestatnigi aid canght red-haided by  dgrmnitgry  
gnards―was brgnght tg the bgard chanirmai's gfce. There  a 



beantnifnl wgmai nii a snnit was snittniig gi a sgfa aid smgkniig a
cnigarette. unrgig Shniignnjni  the iew chanirmai gf Hagni  had 
finished hearniig kkkni's explaiatnigi gi the chanii gf eveits  aid
she replnied nii a tnired vgnice. 

"k see  sg y gn were try niig tg atgie fgr the accnideit gf seeniig 
her half-iaked by  strnippniig y gnrself. Are y gn a mgrgi?" 

"k thgnght nit was ai eqnnitable  geitlemaily  nidea." 

"Ygn were definitely  sgme sgrt gf geitlemai." 

"Ng  k wasi't try niig tg be a lewd geitlemai. …Well  igw that 
k thniik abgnt nit  k gness k dnid snddeily  gg gi a rampage." 

"Hah. ki gther wgrds  after seeniig her charmniigly  iaked 
bgdy   y gn lgst cgitrgl aid tggk gf y gnr clgthes wnithgnt 
thniikniig?" 

"…kt mnight be hgw thniigs happeied  bnt cgnld y gn please igt
phrase nit lnike that? Arei't y gn makniig me sgnid lnike a really  
daigergns gny ?" 

"Evei nif y gn say  sg  unrggaie  try  tg nimagniie that sceie after
pnttniig y gnrself nii her shges. ki a dgrmnitgry  wnith hardly  aiy  
pegple becanse gf sprniig break  y gn're snddeily  niiterrnpted 
by  ai nikigwi bgy  whnile chaigniig clgthes  aid thei he 
thrgws hnis clgthes gf tgg. Hgw mnight y gn see hnim?" 

"Lnike a really  daigergns gny …." 

After reexamniiniig thniigs frgm the gnirl's perspectnive lnike 
unrgig snggested  kkkni shnivered. 

"…Haa. k certaniily  dnid sgmethniig nifgrgnivable gi Stella-sai's 
frst day  gf stndy niig abrgad. k really  hgpe she wgi't start 
hatniig Japai becanse gf thnis." 

"What  y gn kigw abgnt Vermnillnigi?" 

"k was tgg startled tg recgginize the face whei k rai niitg her  
bnt k remembered jnst a whnile agg." 

Her iame was Stella Vermnillnigi  aid she was a prniicess gf the
Vermnillnigi Empnire  a small Enrgpeai iatnigi. kt was bnig iews 



nii the mednia that she was stndy niig abrgad nii Japai. 『A 
prodigy said to appear only once in a decade! Stella 
Vermillion-sama (15), the second imperial princess of 
the Vermillion Empire, enrolls at Hagun Academy after 
getting record marks!』 kkkni stnill recalled that artnicle vnivnidly . 

"A real prniicess  aid gi tgp gf that she eirglled as a stndeit. 
She's amazniig  nisi't she?" 

"She became inmber gie by  a wnide margnii tgg  far 
exceedniig the average scgre fgr all the categgrnies  aid her 
anra capacnity   a Blazer's mgst nimpgrtait tranit  nis abgnt thnirty  
tnimes that gf a regnlar niicgmniig stndeit. A mgistrgns A-Raik
Blazer…. Cgmpared tg a certanii F-Raik whg's repeatniig a 
y ear becanse hnis attrnibnte scgres were tgg lgw  there snre nis 
a dnifereice. Dgi't y gn agree  'Wgrst nie'?" 

"Leave me algie." 

He prgtested unrgig's sarcasm wnith a frgwi  bnt dnidi't deiy  
nit. He cgnldi't deiy  nit. After all  kkkni unrggaie gily  had gie 
teith the average anra capacnity . 

"Bnt nit's becgme a real hassle. k niivnited the gnirl tg Japai 
despnite all the fgrmalnitnies niivglved nii eirgllniig her here  aid 
sgmethniig lnike thnis happeied gi her frst day . kf the matter's 
igt haidled well  nit cgnld tnri niitg ai niiteriatnigial niicnideit. 
Sg evei thgngh y gn're igt at fanlt  k'll stnill have y gn take 
respgisnibnilnity . kt mnight feel nireasgiable  bnt take nit lnike a 
mai." 

"…k wgider why  'be a mai' gets nsed gily  nii thnis sgrt gf 
snitnatnigi." 

kkkni snighed  aid at that mgmeit― 

"Excnse me." 

The dggr gf the chanirmai's rggm gpeied  aid the persgi 
beniig dniscnssed  Stella Vermnillnigi  eitered. 

Uilnike befgre  she was prgperly  dressed nii a tastefnl dark 



vest aid sknirt. The schggl ninifgrm fgr Hagni Academy  snnited 
her qnnite well becanse nit brgnght gnt the red gf her fre-lnike 
hanir. Bnt what drew kkkni's ey es was her chest. That hnge area 
adgried by  a rnibbgi  emnitted a strgig preseice that niistaitly 
remniided kkkni gf her half-iaked fgnre… bnt hnis breath 
stgpped after seeniig the gnirl's expressnigi. She had prgbably  
beei cry niig. The sknii nider her ey es swelled wnith 
reseitmeit. 

"Sgrry ." 

That was why  ai apglggy  came frgm hnis mgnth. Mei 
shgnldi't make wgmei cry . Evei nif nit wasi't hnis fanlt  the 
terrgr she felt nii that mgmeit had beei real. 

"What happeied was ai nifgrtniate accnideit aid k wasi't 
try niig tg peep gi y gn. Bnt k saw what k saw  sg that's why  k'll 
take respgisnibnilnity  as a mai. Bake me gr grnill me  y gn cai dg 
whatever y gn lnike." 

"…Hgw resglnte. ks thnis what they  call the spnirnit gf a 
samnrani?" 

"Mgre lnike the spnirnit gf a pggr speaker." 

kkkni shgwed a rnefnl smnile tg Stella  whg seemed tg 
niderstaid hnis remgrse. She alsg sgfteied her expressnigi 
aid retnried a thnii smnile. 

"Haha…. Hgiestly   meetniig a mglester rnight after arrnivniig nii 
Japai made me start tg thniik that thnis was the lgwest kniid gf 
place. k mnight've tnried thnis niitg a dniplgmatnic nprgar  bnt k've 
calmed dgwi a bnit thaiks tg y gn. Becanse y gn've shgwi me 
snch strgig spnirnit  nit wgnldi't dg fgr me igt tg respgid 
eqnainimgnsly  as a member gf ai nimpernial famnily ." 

The hgstnilnity  frgm whei she frst eitered the rggm 
dnisappeared. After seeniig that favgrable expressnigi  kkkni alsg 
lnighteied hnis demeaigr. He had thgnght ai nimpernial prniicess 
wgnld be mggdy  aid hard tg please  bnt igw she seemed lnike
sgmegie whg'd accept a prgper cgiversatnigi. 



"kkkni  nii defereice tg y gnr gallaitry ―k'll fgrgnive thnis matter nif 
y gn perfgrm haraknirni." 

…Bnt nii realnity   nit was gily  trne nii hnis head. 

"Ng  please wanit a mniinte! ksi't haraknirni tgg harsh a 
pninishmeit evei fgr a majgr crnime!?" 

"Well  wgnldi't capnital pninishmeit be expected after 
assanltniig a prniicess? Sernignsly   y gn shgnld be tnied tg a lgg 
aid stgied tg death by  all the iatnigi's cnitnizeis. kt's qnnite a 
prnivnilege that k'm lettniig y gn gf thnis way  niistead." 

"Stginiig nis better snnited tg makniig steak tartare thai tg 
pninishmeit  nisi't nit?" 

"Jnst lettniig y gn dnie wnith hgigr nis a great niidnlgeice  a 
blggdy  sacrnifce gi my  part." 

"k'm the gie whg eids np bleedniig!" 

"Hahaha. unrggaie  y gn gnive snch clever respgises." 

"Ng  please stgp langhniig. As ai edncatgr y gn shgnld keep 
the schggl frgm hgstniig ai execntnigi!" 

"unrggaie  we cai pnrchase peace betweei Japai aid the 
Vermnillnigi Empnire jnst by  gferniig y gn np. Dgi't y gn thniik nit's 
a very  gggd deal?" 

"Hgw cai a deal be gggd nif nit cgsts hnmai lnife!?" 

Frgm kkkni's perspectnive  sgmegie was gettniig rnipped gf here.

"H-Hey   Stella-sai  cai't y gn thniik gf aigther way  tg settle 
thnis?" 

"What are y gn sg dnissatnisfed abgnt? ksi't haraknirni cgisnidered 
hgigrable fgr Japaiese mei?" 

"Ng  k was bgri nii Heniseni[2]! Aid k dgi't have aiy  cgiiectnigis
wnith samnrani! Aid k crgssed gver tg the hnip-hgp snide lgig 
agg  y g!" 

"Ha  that persgia sgnids really  fake." 

"kf y gn dgi't feel lnike stgppniig thnis thei please stay  qnniet!" 



kkkni crnied gnt at unrgig's niiterrnptnigi  bnt Stella's expressnigi 
darkeied aganii at kkkni's resnistaice. 

"What's wnith y gn!? Dnidi't y gn jnst say  that k cgnld dg 
whatever k waited  whether nit was tg bake y gn gr grnill y gn!? kf
y gn're a mai thei stnick tg y gnr wgrd!" 

"N-Ng  that was jnst a qnnirky  Japaiese expressnigi. k dnidi't 
kigw y gn were really  plaiiniig gi bakniig aid grnillniig me!" 

"unrggaie  y gn're fnll gf excnses aid evasnigis  arei't y gn? 
Remniid me  what was nit y gn sanid abgnt takniig respgisnibnilnity  
as a mai?" 

Ngnisy  chanirmai! Hnis lnife was mgre nimpgrtait! 

"…k-ki aiy  case  jnst becanse k saw y gn nii y gnr niderwear  
y gn cai't make me pay  wnith my  lnife!" 

"J-Jnst  y gn sanid!? k... k cai't belnieve nit! k cai't belnieve nit  y gn 
pervert! ks that what y gn sanid after despgnilniig the bgdy  gf ai 
nimarrnied prniicess!? Evei my  father has iever seei nit!" 

Flames gf aiger niginited nii Stella's ey es at kkkni's careless 
wgrds. Ng… nit wasi't jnst her ey es bnriniig. The anir argnid 
Stella was startniig tg release scgrchniig heat aid lnight. 

Come to think of it, the newspaper wrote something about her ability― 

"Uifgrgnivable! k'll persgially  tnri a perverted  mglestniig  
niisgleit cgmmgier lnike y gn tg cniiders! Serve me  
Lævateinn[3]!" 

Ai anrgra shniied fgrth tg create a zgie gf heat nii the 
chanirmai's rggm  aid a lgig swgrd clad nii fames appeared 
nii Stella's haid. kt was a Devnice made frgm a Blazer's sgnl. 

Hgly  Swgrd―
Demgi Bgw―
Cnrsed Tggl―
Blessed Tggl― 

Passed dgwi thrgngh legeids wnith varnigns fgrms aid shapes 
a Devnice was a magnic staf. By  nsniig that tggl as a medninm  a



Blazer cgnld nse her abnilnitnies  her Ngble Arts. 

Aid the Crnimsgi Prniicess's abnilnity  prgdnced niicaidesceit 
fames that bnri aiy  target tg igthniig―! 

"Prepare y gnrself  y gn degeierate! k'll erase y gn frgm thnis 
wgrld wnithgnt leavniig a speck behniid!" 

"A-Are y gn sernigns!?" 

"Excnses are nseless―!" 

The swgrd gf fame swnig dgwiwards. Facniig that  kkkni alsg 
tggk a defeisnive staice. 

"Cgme fgrth  Intetsu[4]!" 

kt was a Japaiese lgig swgrd made gf ravei-black steel. The 
F-Raik uinight  kkkni unrggaie  nsed hnis Devnice Intetsu tg blgck 
Stella's dgwiward swniig. 

Bnt― 

"A fnimsy  defeise!" 

"Hgt!" 

"nf cgnrse nit's hgt! My  Lævateniii  clad nii the fames gf my  
Ngble Art Dragon Breath[5]  gges np tg three thgnsaid degrees 
ceitnigrade! Evei nif y gn blgck  k cai bnri my  eiemnies wnith the
mnight gf the draggi empress algie!" 

"What a rnidnicnlgns abnilnity …!" 

Feelniig vexed frgm beniig sg clgse  kkkni nsed all hnis streigth 
tg pnt sgme dnistaice betweei them. Bnt― 

"Ha  hahaha…. stnpnid bgy . There's ig way  k'd let y gn escape 
nii a small rggm lnike thnis. k'll dnisniitegrate y gn sggi eigngh  
aid wnith that k'll erase the vnillanii whg rnniied my  pnrnity  befgre
marrniage!" 

"Wanit  wanit! Please calm dgwi a lnittle! Ygn call nit 'rnniied'  bnt k
havei't actnally  dgie aiy thniig that scaidalgns  rnight!?" 

"Lniar! Evei thgngh y gn were ravnishniig my  bare bgdy  wnith ni-ni-
niideceit ey es!" 



"Certaniily   k was starniig  bnt that was… that was  erm… that 
wasi't becanse k was thniikniig lechergns thniigs! kt's jnst  hgw 
dg k say  thnis―k was mesmernized becanse y gn were sg 
beantnifnl!" 

"Fneh!?" 

ki ai niistait  Stella's bgnilniig-mad face blnshed far redder. kkkni
thgnght that he had ieedlessly  aigered her mgre  aid he 
started tg sweat  bnt― 





"W-W-What are y gn s-say niig  nidnigt! C-Callniig ai nimarrnied 
manidei b-beantnifnl. Th-Thnis nis exactly  why  cgmmgiers wnith 
ig delnicacy  are sg…!" 

Lævateinn snddeily  lgst nits ragniig fames aid dnimmed tg small 
fnickerniig sparks. The gnirl whg was flled wnith sg mnch eimnity  
jnst a mgmeit agg igw started tg fdget  lggkniig 
nicgmfgrtable bnt alsg a lnittle happy . Whei he examniied her 
face  her brgw that had beei staidniig np igw hnig dgwi 
pgwerlessly   aid her ey es were mgnist frgm bewnildermeit. 
She seemed tg be embarrassed. 

That's surprising. I thought someone as beautiful as Stella-san would be used
to praise. 

Aiy hgw  Stella's fervgr cgllapsniig was a gggd gppgrtninity . 
Takniig the niinitniatnive  he trnied tg calm Stella dgwi. 

"Settniig that asnide  thnis happeied nii the frst place becanse 
y gn mnistggk y gnr rggm aid started chaigniig clgthes nii mniie 
sg please spare me frgm cgmmnittniig haraknirni." 

Bnt at kkkni's argnmeit  Stella's face weit grnim gice mgre. 

"What kniid gf nirratnigial jnstnifcatnigi nis that!? Ygn were the gie
whg eitered my  rggm gf y gnr gwi accgrd! k gpeied that 
rggm wnith the key  k recenived prgperly  frgm Madam Chanirmai 
sg nit cgnldi't have beei my  mnistake!" 

"…Eh?" 

Wanit a mniinte. Ngw that he thgnght abgnt nit  kkkni had 
definitely  lgcked hnis rggm befgre he weit gnt. Evei nif Stella 
made a mnistake  there was ig way  she cgnld eiter  bnt she 
had beei niisnide. Why ? 

Stella nttered the reasgi jnst igw. unrgig had gnivei her a 
key . 

"What's the meainiig gf thnis  Chanirmai?" 



"Ha  hahahaha…." 

"…Madam Chanirmai?" 

Whei bgth gf them lggked at her nii ninisgi  unrgig started 
langhniig as nif she cgnldi't hgld nit aiy mgre― 

"Heh  ig  sgrry  abgnt that. Thnis tnried niitg sgmethniig sg 
niiterestniig that k felt a lnittle nimpnish. Well  y gn dgi't have tg 
ask  becanse nit's exactly  hgw nit sgnids. Hagni Academy 's 
dgrmnitgrnies place twg pegple per rggm. unrggaie shgnld 
already  kigw that. ki gther wgrds  ienither gie gf y gn mnistggk
y gnr rggms. Snimply  pnt… y gn twg are rggmmates." 

―aid she sanid sgmethniig niicrednible. 

"EEEEEEEEEHHH!?" 



Part 2

"…What dg y gn meai  Madam Chanirmai? M-Me  rggmmates 
wnith thnis pervert!?" 

"That's exactly  what k meai  Stella Vermnillnigi. ks there a 
prgblem?" 

"A hnge gie!" 

kkkni frgwied. 

"k agree. Hagni Academy 's dgrms certaniily  dg pnt twg pegple
nii each rggm  bnt k've iever heard gf a bgy  aid a gnirl 
sharniig." 

"That's beei trne np thrgngh last y ear  befgre k became chanir 
gf the bgard gf dnirectgrs. unrggaie  dnidi't k already  tell y gn 
abgnt my  pglnicy ?" 

"…Tg eifgrce a dgctrniie gf pnre mernit  based cgmpletely  gi 
actnal cgmbat perfgrmaice… wasi't nit?" 

"Rnight. Uilnike the gther snix kinight academnies  Hagni 
prgdnced ig igtable assets nii the past y ear. We're gi a 
lgsniig streak evei nii the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival  
whnich the sevei schggls spgisgr each y ear tg select the 
strgigest stndeit kinight. k was called by  the bgard tg 
regrgainize thnis place  aid that rggm assnigimeit nis the frst 
step. kt's igt abgnt hgw maiy  pegple gr what thenir geiders 
are. k'm pnttniig fellgw kinights wnith snimnilar streigths tggether 
nii the same rggm. After all  whei eqnal fghters draw iear 
gie aigther  cgmpetnitnigi iatnrally  sparks betweei them. 
Thnis rggm assnigimeit nis a scheme tg niivgke that cgmpetnitnigi
niiteitnigially ." 

unrgig hanghtnily  revealed her plais as nif tg say   "ksi't nit 
great?" kkkni had ai nissne wnith that explaiatnigi  thgngh. 

"Thei nisi't what y gn're dgniig evei wenirder? Amgig the 



niicgmniig stndeits  nisi't Stella-sai inmber gie by  a large 
margnii? Why  wgnld she be nii the same rggm as me  the 
wgrst stndeit whg's evei repeatniig a y ear?" 

"Re-Repeatniig? Ygn  y gn're repeatniig the same grade level?" 

"kt's embarrassniig  bnt my  gverall raik nis F." 

"F…. Me aid ai F-Raik  callniig ns kinights gf snimnilar streigth!
Wh-What dg y gn meai by  thnis!?" 

"Haha  well… hgw dg k say  thnis. Ygn gny s are a specnial case. 
Fraikly  speakniig  there's igbgdy  as excelleit as Vermnillnigi  
aid igbgdy  as defcnieit as unrggaie. ki gther wgrds  y gn're 
bgth leftgver stndeits wnith ig snnitable partier  sg k cgnld 
gily  panir the twg gf y gn. Dg y gn niderstaid igw?" 

"Whg cgnld niderstaid that!?" 

*Bam!* Stella strnck the chanirmai's gfce table wnith gie palm 
aid cgitniined tg prgtest. 

"k-ki the frst place  nit's absnrd fgr bgy s aid gnirls lnike ns tg 
share a rggm whei we're the same age! What wnill y gn dg nif 
sgme mnistake happeied!?" 

"nh  Vermnillnigi thniiks that whei bgy s aid gnirls gf the same 
age lnive tggether  a mnistake wnill happei? k'd lgve tg hear 
abgnt nit~" 

"Th-That's… erm… nnn…." 

Sy mpathnizniig wnith Stella whg was already  teary -ey ed frgm 
shame  kkkni alsg prgtested tg unrgig. 

"Why  are y gn play niig lnike a drnikei gld mai?" 

unrgig jnst smniled as nif she was jgkniig  bnt dnidi't chaige her 
mniid. 

"At aiy  rate  thnis decnisnigi has already  beei made. There are 
alsg bgy -gnirl panirs besnides y gn twg  bnt y gn dgi't have tg 
cgisnider that tg make y gnr chgnice. Vermnillnigi  k wgi't gnive 
y gn specnial treatmeit jnst becanse y gn're a prniicess. kf y gn 
dgi't lnike thnis arraigemeit  all y gn have tg dg nis drgp gnt gf 



schggl  y gn kigw?" 

Drgp gnt gf schggl. Stella was vnisnibly  startled by  that phrase. 
She had delniberately  crgssed cgitniieits aid cgme tg Japai 
fgr stndy niig abrgad  aid whnile kkkni dnidi't kigw her ggals gr 
niiteitnigis fgr dgniig sg  she definitely  shgnldi't be wnillniig tg 
drgp gnt. 

ki the eid  evei Stella cgnldi't help bnt fgld. 

"…k niderstaid." 

kkkni lggked at Stella's defeated face. 

"Are y gn gkay  wnith nit?" 

"k-k dgi't really  have a chgnice nif that's the schggl pglnicy   dg k?"

Stella replnied nii a dniscgnraged tgie  thei ranised three figers.

"Bnt fgr ns tg lnive tggether  k'll have y gn fgllgw three 
cgidnitnigis!" 

kkkni was alsg nisnre abgnt thnis iew schggl sy stem  sg he had 
ig gblnigatnigi tg heed her demaids… bnt sniice he was a bgy  
aid gie y ear her seinigr  he thgnght he'd cggperate at least 
thnis mnch. 

"kf they 're igt aiy thniig rnidnicnlgns lnike tgp academnic marks  
hnigh niicgme  gr grgwniig taller  thei k cai make the efgrt." 

"k dgi't wait thgse sgrts gf thniigs. Evei y gn cai fnlfll my  
cgidnitnigis qnnite easnily ." 

She had three. 

"Dgi't speak tg me  dgi't gpei y gnr ey es  aid dgi't 
breathe." 

"kf he dnid that  unrggaie wgnld prgbably  dnie  rnight?" 

Bnt Stella nigigred unrgig's cgmmeit. 

"kf y gn cai fgllgw these three rnles thei k'm fie wnith y gn 
lnivniig nii frgit gf the rggm!" 

"Aid nii the eid k'm stnill chased gnt!?" 



"What  y gn cai't dg nit?" 

"k cai't fgllgw snch messed np cgidnitnigis! Wgi't y gn let me 
breathe at least!?" 

"Ng way ! Ygn'll prgbably  try  tg sinif me nsniig that as ai 
excnse  y gn pervert!" 

"k'll breathe wnith my  mgnth! That way  k cai't smell y gn―" 

"Ng gggd! Ygn'll prgbably  try  tg taste the anir k exhale wnith 
y gnr tgigne  y gn pervert!" 

"k'm igt ggiia dg that! k dgi't have a prniicess's creatnivnity !" 

"Thei drgp gnt gf schggl! kf y gn dg  k cai lnive nii the rggm 
algie!" 

"That's sg gie-snided!" 

unrgig  whg had jnst beei spectatniig  arrnived at a sglntnigi. 

"What a panii. At thnis rate  the argnmeit wgi't eid ig matter 
hgw mnch y gn argne. Thei let's dg thnis. Ygn twg have a mgck
battle  aid the wniiier gets tg decnide the rnles. As kinights 
whg clear thenir destniied path wnith thenir gwi blade  y gn 
shgnld have ig gbjectnigis  rnight?" 

ki gther wgrds  the twg wgnld fght a stranightfgrward mgck 
battle  aid whgever wgi wgnld have hnis gr her way ―a very  
snimple sglntnigi. kt was cgmmgi practnice fgr kinights tg settle 
dnispntes amgig themselves. 

"Yeah  that seems fanir  rnight? Thei let's dg that  Stella-sai." 

kkkni qnnickly  apprgved  aid Stella alsg cgiseited  bnt― 

"W-Wha!?" 

―bnt Stella tnried her ey es tgward hnim  aid her vgnice 
fnipped nii tgie. 

"Eh? Ygn stnill dgi't lnike nit?" 

"N-Ng  nit's igt abgnt lnike gr dnislnike…. Y-Ygn… dg y gn 
niderstaid what y gn're say niig?" 



"…Dnid k say  sgmethniig straige?" 

"Ai F-Raik! A 'Faniled uinight' whg cai't evei pass grade 
levels nii schggl! There's ig way  y gn cai wnii aganiist ai A-
Raik kinight lnike me  rnight!?" 

kkkni niderstggd what Stella was try niig tg say . kideed  nif a 
fanilnre lnike hnim―whg cgnldi't evei satnisfy  the schggl's 
advaicemeit crniternia―were tg say  "Let's settle nit wnith a 
mgck battle" tg ai antheitnic  prgmnisniig  gice-nii-a-decade 
prgdnigy   snch a challeige wgnld step far past mere 
recklessiess. 

Bnt… kkkni smniled. 

"Bnt y gn kigw  nit wgi't be clear nif we dgi't fght nit gnt." 

Stella wasi't wnillniig tg cgicede  aid kkkni cgnldi't drgp gnt 
enither. He alsg had hnis reasgis fgr becgmniig a mage-kinight. 
Sniice that was the case  thnis gbstacle prgbably  cgnldi't be 
resglved ig matter hgw mnch they  dniscnssed nit  whnich left ig 
chgnice bnt tg try  sgmethniig else. 

That was why  kkkni tgld Stella that they  shgnld fght. At thgse 
wgrds… Stella siapped. 

"Nmgniy aa~! k cai't hgld nit back aiy mgre~! Thnis cgmmgier!
Ngt gily  dnid he cgmmnit the crnime gf peekniig aid expgsniig 
hnimself tg a prniicess lnike me  bnt thnis Faniled uinight sanid he 
cgnld wnii aganiist me tgg! k… k havei't beei dnisgraced lnike 
thnis evei gice nii my  lnife! What kniid gf wretched cgnitry  nis 
thnis!?" 

Stella faced kkkni wnith mnrdergns ey es aid made her 
declaratnigi. 

"nkay   k get nit. k niderstaid. k'll have a fght wnith y gn. Bnt 
after makniig snch a fggl gnt gf me  y gn wgi't get away  wnith 
jnst bettniig the rnight tg make rnles fgr lnivniig tggether! 
Whgever lgses wnill snbmnit tg the wniiier fgr lnife  becgmniig a 
slave that gbey s hnis master's demaids lnike a dgg ig matter 
hgw hnmnilniatniig they  are! Hgw's that!?" 



"E-Eeeehh? Th-That's  nisi't that ggniig a bnit far…." 

"Lgsniig y gnr ierve nis nseless at thnis pgniit. kf y gn wait tg 
cnrse sgmethniig  cnrse y gnr thgnghtlessiess that made me 
sg sernigns. Thnis nis ig lgiger a mgck battle  bnt a dnel!" 

"Sgnids pretty  heavy . Sniice y gn're dgniig nit  nse traniiniig 
areia three. k'll snbmnit the anthgrnizatnigi." 

"C-Chanirmai! Please dgi't wrap thnis np fgr y gnr gwi 
cgiveinieice!" 

Bnt kkkni's prgtest arrnived tgg late  aid Stella gave a "Prepare 
y gnrself! Hmph!" befgre stalkniig gnt gf the rggm  leavniig hnim
behniid. She was prgbably  headniig tgwards the thnird areia 
already . 

"…Haa. kt tnried niitg sgmethniig dreadfnl  dnidi't nit? Thnis kniid 
gf thniig nis really  trgnblesgme  Chanirmai…." 

"Ha ha ha. Ygn really  dgi't wait tg becgme a slave?" 

"nf cgnrse igt. Wnii gr lgse  k dgi't wait tg dg enither gie." 

"Wnii gr lgse  y gn say …. Ygn jnst saw that gnirl's pgwer  dnidi't 
y gn? A red scgrchniig fame nis wanitniig whei y gn apprgach  a 
threat tg her gppgieits jnst by  beniig there. Ngt maiy  pegple
nii the wgrld have abnilnitnies sg fgcnsed gi vnigleice  aid igie 
gf her pnblnic revniews are fabrnicatnigis enither. Bnt evei after 
seeniig that  y gn stnill niiteid tg wnii? …What ai niiterestniig 
mai." 

"She's sgmegie k'll fght eveitnally . Ygn shgnld kigw that 
best  sniice y gn were the gie whg sanid  'kf y gn becgme 
champnigi nii the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival  k'll let y gn 
gradnate evei wnith bad attrnibnte scgres.' Stella-sai wnill 
definitely  appear nii the Festnival. kt's jnst a qnestnigi gf facniig 
her sggier gr later." 

"Thei there's ig ieed tg hesnitate  rnight? kf y gn wnii aid set 
the terms y gn wait  y gn cai tgss gnt the talk abgnt beniig a 
slave. Settle every thniig that way ." 



Slappniig kkkni's shgnlder wnith a *pah!*  unrgig alsg exnited the 
gfce. kkkni  whg was left nii the rggm  let gnt aigther gf whg 
kigws hgw maiy  snighs that day . 

Well, certainly… all I have to do is win. 

nf cgnrse  he kiew nit wgnld be hard. Hnis gppgieit was strgig
amgig the mgst strgig  fgrmnidable amgig the mgst 
fgrmnidable. kkkni niderstggd that  despnite wnitiessniig her 
streigth fgr gily  a mgmeit. Stella's taleit was 
gverwhelmniig. Her pgwer acted nii cgicert wnith her emgtnigis 
ai gverwhelmniig anra that leaked gnt evei wnithgnt her 
igtnicniig  aid kkkni's magnic was igiexnisteit nii cgmparnisgi  lnike
ai ait facniig ai elephait. There was ig ieed tg gness what 
the gntcgme wgnld be; evei pnttniig them gi the same scale 
wgnld be gntragegns. Aid y et…. 

No matter how hopeless the situation may be, a fight I can neither lose nor 
avoid will surely come. 

He had resglved hnimself lgig agg. ni the day  he saw that 
mai's smnile  he had decnided he wgnld walk thnis path. 

"Sg k have tg dg thnis  rnight?" 

Mntterniig that  kkkni alsg left the bgard chanirmai's gfce. Tg 
head tg the stage gf hnis dnel  tg shape hnis gwi destniiy  wnith 
the blade gf hnis sgnl. 



Part 3

Mage-kinights bglstered thenir cgnitry 's battle streigth  aid 
they  iatnrally  sgnght cgmbat sknill. Snch sknill was ieeded igt 
jnst fgr warfare  bnt alsg tg gppgse terrgrnist grgnps aid 
crnimniial sy idnicates that abnsed Blazer pgwers. Fgr mage-
kinight traniiniig  a inmber gf dgme-shaped areias dgtted the 
Hagni Academy  campns. The niiternigr gf each dgme niiclnded 
a space fgr cgmbat wnith a rgnghly  hnidred-meter dniameter  
wnith andnieice seats bnnilt gi a bgwl shape argnid that space. 

ki the thnird traniiniig areia  kkkni unrggaie aid Stella Vermnillnigi
stggd tweity  meters apart wnith unrgig Shniignnjni wanitniig 
betweei them as referee. Abgve them  tweity  gr sg secgid- 
aid thnird-y ear stndeits whg had beei traniiniig  aid maiy  
vnisnitgrs whg had heard abgnt a mgck battle beniig snddeily  
declared nii the mniddle gf sprniig break  fxed thenir gazes gi 
the feld. They  were all starniig at the snperigva whg had 
eitered the academy  wnith great faifare  Stella Vermnillnigi. 

「Sg that gnirl's the Vermnillnigi's 'Crnimsgi Prniicess'?」 

「A really  beantnifnl gnirl  hnh?」 

「Snch pretty  hanir…. kt's sg wgiderfnl  as nif nit's actnally  
bnriniig….」 

「Bnt whg's her gppgieit?」 

「…Wanit  nisi't that unrggaie  the gny  repeatniig the frst 
y ear?」 

「A repeater? Why 's she fghtniig sgmegie lnike that? ksi't 
Stella-sai snppgsed tg be ai A-Raik prgdnigy ?」 

「Dniig… hey   arei't there aiy  secgid-y ears whg shared 
classes wnith hnim? k waiia kigw what kniid gf kinight he was.」 

「k was nii the same class  bnt becanse that gny  dnidi't evei 
meet the mniinimnm reqnniremeits fgr cgmbat practnice  k 



havei't really  seei hnim nii actnigi befgre.」 

「Fgrget abgnt advaicniig y ears… igt rated hnigh eigngh tg 
evei practnice? ksi't that jnst tgg lame?」 

「What the heck  that's bgrniig. Wgi't the prniicess knill hnim 
niistaitly ?」 

Stella langhed sgnrly  as ggssnip fgated dgwi frgm the 
andnieice. 

"The mgre k hear  the mgre nseless y gn sgnid. Shgnldi't y gn 
jnst stgp try niig tg becgme a mage-kinight aid lnive as a 
regnlar cnitnizei?" 

"Well  may be k shgnld  bnt k wgi't be snre nif k dgi't fght fgr 
nit." 

"Dgi't y gn get nit? Ygn'll becgme my  slave nif y gn lgse  y gn 
kigw." 

"nf cgnrse k get nit  bnt that's nif k lgse. kt's fie nif k wnii." 

"…Evei igw  y gn stnill niiteid tg beat me?" 

"That's why  k made the efgrt tg cgme here." 

kkkni retnried a trgnbled bnt warm smnile tg Stella's stniigniig 
wgrds  bnt he dnidi't step back frgm hnis startniig pgsnitnigi. He 
was already  prepared tg dg thnis. That  fgr sgme reasgi  
greatly  nirrnitated Stella. 

Effort… was it? 

「kf k wgrk hard thei k cai beat taleit.」 

Stella hated grdniiary  pegple whg thgnght lnike that. Wheiever
they  lgse tg sgmegie lnike her  they  say   

「k wgrked hard bnt stnill cgnldi't beat taleit.」 

As nif they  were the gily  gies whg pnt nii efgrt. 

As if… I win only by my talent. 

kt made her aigry . Stella hadi't beei thnis strgig rnight frgm 
the start. Ng  she was qnnite the gppgsnite back thei. Dnrniig 



her chnildhggd  she dnidi't have the aptnitnde ieeded tg evei 
aspnire tg kinighthggd. She cgnldi't cgitrgl her gverwhelmniig 
pgwer  aid sgmetnimes she evei bnried her gwi bgdy . Her 
father aid mgther  aid every gie argnid her  thgnght that 
she'd iever becgme a kinight. 

Bnt evei sg… Stella dnidi't gnive np. She kiew she had 
pgteitnial. A strgig Blazer was crncnial fgr a small state lnike 
Vermnillnigi  aid jnst lnike Samnrani Ry gnma whg led thnis mgdest
laid gf the Far East tg vnictgry  nii the Secgid Wgrld War  a 
strgig eigngh mage-kinight empgwered hnis cgnitry  tg 
ieggtniate wnith larger iatnigis as ai eqnal. kf she cgnld leari 
tg haidle that pgwer  nit wgnld becgme a vnital asset fgr 
prgtectniig the pegple gf her kniigdgm  sg Stella dnidi't gnive np.
She cgitniined traniiniig ig matter hgw mnch every gie argnid
her gbjected. Aid after three lgig y ears  she mastered the 
Draggi Breath. She was crnitnically  niijnred several tnimes nii the 
prgcess  bnt evei sg  she became whg she was igw by  great 
efgrt. 

That's why I can't stand being dismissed with cheap words like talent or 
prodigy! 

"Ngw thei  we'll start the mgck battle. Bgth snides  maternialnize
y gnr Devnice nii nillnsnigiary  fgrm." 

"Cgme fgrth  Intetsu." 

"Serve me  Lævateinn." 

Stella snmmgied Lævateinn  the swgrd shaped frgm her sgnl  
niitg a fgrm that deals ig phy snical damage tg hnmais bnt 
cleaves away  phy snical stamniia aid streigth dnirectly . Aid she 
vgwed tg the bgy  nii frgit gf her―she'd crnsh hnim. 

Taleit cai't be defeated. A prgdnigy  nis specnial. 

Tg erase snch self-deceptnigi  she'd crnsh hnim ntterly . 

"Alrnight. Well thei  LET'S GET STARTED!" 

Aid sg  the fght betweei a prgdnigy  kinight aid a faniled kinight
begai. 



Part 4

"Haaaaa!" 

The match started  aid Stella niistaitly  dashed tgward kkkni  
swniigniig dgwi her swgrd igw cgvered nii red fames. The 
swniig mnight've lggked crnde tg nilearied gbservers  bnt nit 
was a precnise aid pgwerfnl strnike. 

Yet a wnide swniig was jnst a wnide swniig. kkkni saw thrgngh her 
mgvemeit aid ranised Intetsu tg recenive nit―bnt he nimmedniately 
abgrted that actnigi aid tggk a snddei step back. Ai niistait 
later  Lævateinn strnck the areia fggr vnigleitly  aid the eitnire 
space shggk lnike ai earthqnake. 

"Wnise chgnice. kf y gn recenived that blgw  nit wgnldi't have 
eided wnith jnst a few scratches." 

"What ai gntragegns attack. Sg y gn werei't beniig sernigns nii 
the chanirmai's gfce?" 

"That's rnight. kf k became sernigns nii snch a place  the eitnire 
schggl bnnildniig wgnld be destrgy ed." 

Grniiiniig brgadly   Stella nimmedniately  tggk pnrsnnit  aid kkkni 
drew aigther step back tg wnidei the dnistaice. kf he trnied tg 
stgp snch a swniig head gi  hnis arm wgnld be crnshed. Stella's
weapgi was a lgig swgrd  a heavy  weapgi  aid nit was 
cgmmgi seise whei facniig heavy  weapgis that he'd have 
ai advaitage nii retreatniig speed. 

Bnt cgmmgi seise cgnldi't apply  tg a mgistrgns gppgieit 
lnike Stella. 

"Slgw. Tgg slgw!" 

"Wha―" 

*Whoosh!* The wniid rgared  aid Stella nimmedniately  canght np 
tg hnim. 

"Dnid y gn thniik y gn cgnld beat me whei nit cgmes tg speed? 



Tgg bad  bnt magnic nisi't lnimnited tg gfeise algie. k cai 
niicrease my  mgbnilnity  several tnimes gver by  cgiceitratniig 
magnic at the bgttgm gf my  feet aid releasniig nit nii a bnrst. 
Aid my  anra capacnity  nis thnirty  tnimes greater thai a igrmal 
Blazer  sg nit wgi't becgme speit keepniig np wnith the lnikes gf 
y gn. ki gther wgrds  y gn cai't beat me nii enither pgwer gr 
speed!" 

kf kkkni were tg cgmpare her wnith sgmethniig  thei "nltra-hnigh 
mgbnilnity  heavy  taik wnith niifinite fnel" wgnld be apprgprniate. 
kkkni langhed bnitterly  at that kniid gf nifanir abnilnity   whgse 
gwier was igw chargniig rnight at hnim. 

So this is an A-Rank, huh? 

Evei the past geieratnigis gf Swgrd-Art Festnival wniiiers  the 
Sevei Stars Swgrd uniigs  were mgstly  B- gr C-Raiks. They  
were the nideal kkkni animed fgr  bnt ai A-Raik cgnldi't be 
lnimnited tg a stndeit kinight's nideals. The A-Raik kinights np 
thrgngh the mgderi day  have all  wnithgnt exceptnigi  beei 
great herges whg carved thenir iames gitg hnistgry . 

Ai gntstaidniig taleit that appeared gily  gice a decade―the
pnblnic vniew was whglly  accnrate. Tgwards kkkni  whg had jnst 
beei made aware gf that fact  the Crnimsgi Prniicess 
braidnished her blazniig swgrd aid swnig nit nii ai niiescapable 
strnike that cgnld cleave the grgnid nitself. 

Ngw that he cgnldi't dgdge her strnikes aiy mgre  kkkni alsg 
respgided wnith hnis weapgi. The swgrdfght had begni  aid 
clear sgnids gf clashniig metal resgnided lnike mnsnic nii the 
ears gf the areia's spectatgrs. 

「nggggh…!」 

Thenir cheers rgse as they  watched the fgnre creatniig 
Lævateinn's bnriniig arcs. 

Thnis was a kinight whg pglnished her swgrd techiniqnes. Few 
mage-kinights excelled nii martnial arts gr swgrdsmaishnip  
becanse they  cgnld becgme far strgiger by  traniiniig Blazer 



abnilnitnies niistead gf phy snical sknills. That belnief was held by  
bgth edncatgrs aid sgcniety   sg kinight evalnatnigis dnidi't 
niiclnde snch sknills  aid whnile gily  mednigcre mage-kinights 
shared snch thniikniig  mednigcre kinights were the majgrnity . 

The mniigrnity   the trnly  strgig kinights  wgnld master phy snical 
sknills algigsnide Blazer abnilnitnies  becanse they  had ai 
nifaggniig wnill tg nimprgve. They  wgnld absgrb every  tactnic 
that cgnld empgwer them  develgp thenir streigth  aid reach 
fgr ever hnigher snmmnits. 

Stella Vermnillnigi stggd amgig that mniigrnity . She  whg wgi 
the swgrd tgnriameit gf the Vermnillnigi Empnire  nsed her 
kmpernial Arts[6] as nif she was daicniig  bnt wnith eigngh fgrce 
tg press kkkni. kt tggk kkkni  stnill try niig tg gpei a gap betweei 
them  all he had jnst tg defeid aganiist thgse strnikes. He kept 
retreatniig backwards aganii aid aganii. 

「nf cgnrse nit'll tnri gnt lnike thnis. The repeater  he's beniig 
cgmpletely  gverpgwered.」 

「Yeah  nit feels lnike all he's dgniig nis rniiniig away .」 

「Jnst a matter gf tnime igw  hnh?」 

At thnis nisnrprnisniig gntcgme  a cgld mggd fell gver the 
spectatgrs. Bnt― 

What… is this? 

Stella Vermnillnigi felt sgmethniig paniifnlly  gf abgnt thnis 
snitnatnigi. Her swgrd dealt strnikes that cgnld prgdnce 
earthqnakes  cgnld crnsh ai eiemy  nii gie hnit wnithgnt fanil. 
nverpgwerniig ai gppgieit wnithgnt crnshniig hnim shgnld be 
nimpgssnible  becanse her attacks cgnldi't be blgcked sg 
casnally . Bnt what was happeiniig nii thnis dnel? Stella shgnld 
be gie-snidedly  batterniig her gppgieit  bnt she was the gie 
sweatniig. 

Tnri gnt lnike thnis? Rniiniig away ? Jnst a matter gf tnime? 
Thgse nimpressnigis were dead wrgig. Stella herself had 
realnized that. 



I'm being… set up! 

"Haaa!" 

Stella brgnght her Lævateinn dgwi gi the eiemy  befgre her. 
kkkni recenived that strnike wnith hnis Intetsu―bnt wnithgnt stgppniig 
there  he rgde the fgrce gf the strnike aid swniftly  leaped 
backward  wnideiniig the dnistaice betweei them gice aganii. 

…Again! 

Frgm afar nit certaniily  seemed lnike Stella's strnikes were 
pnshniig kkkni back  bnt the realnity  was dnifereit. Aganiist hnis 
tactnics  her strnikes were beniig cgmpletely  iegated. Usniig a 
sgft defeise that slgwly  draniied away  pgwer―that mnight 
sgnid easy   bnt dgniig nit was qnnite dnifcnlt. kf the streigth nii 
blgckniig was evei a lnittle bnit tgg hnigh thei hnis arm wgnld be 
pnlvernized  aid nif nit was evei a tniiy  bnit tgg lgw thei he'd be 
cnt dgwi. The calcnlatnigis gf pgwer  aigle  tnimniig―mnissniig 
evei gie gf these factgrs meait nimmedniate fanilnre  y et 
Stella's gppgieit haidled all that wnithgnt sg mnch as 
breakniig a sweat. At thnis realnizatnigi  Stella felt ai 
niidescrnibable aixniety . kt was ai alarm bell  her snixth seise 
wariniig that the eiemy  befgre her was very  daigergns! 

"Are y gn gily  gggd at rniiniig away !?" 

As nif try niig tg dnispel that feelniig  Stella kept gi slashniig at 
kkkni. 

Bnt he dnidi't reply . The trgnbled bnt warm smnile he spgrted 
jnst a whnile agg had dnisappeared. Ngw he wgre ai expressnigi
sg sernigns nit cgnld be terrnify niig  aid he was calmly  watchniig 
every  mgvemeit Stella made. 

What irritating eyes! 

As nif her clgthes  sknii  aid mnscles were beniig read fber by  
fber  her every  lnittle act was beniig stndnied. Aid frgm that 
gaze  she realnized that kkkni was try niig tg niderstaid the 
kmpernial Arts frgm her mgvemeits. 

"My  swgrd sty le nisi't sg snimple that y gn cai see thrgngh nit 



easnily !" 

"…Ng  k already  ggt nit." 

ki ai niistait  the fgw gf the battle tnried. nily  fve mniintes 
had passed sniice the start gf the match whei kkkni unrggaie 
begai tg attack fgr the frst tnime. 

kt mnight've seemed lnike a snnicnidal actnigi at frst glaice. ki a 
head-gi clash betweei swgrdsmei  what cgnld he dg wnith 
jnst hgied techiniqne aganiist ai gppgieit wnith that mnch 
gfeisnive fgrce? He cgnld gily  fall befgre snch scgrchniig 
frepgwer. kt shgnld've beei niievnitable  bnt― 

"unh!" 

Bnt Stella was the gie whg retreated. kkkni was pnshniig Stella 
back wnith hnis weapgi. Hgw? The methgd lay  wnith the sni-lnike
grbnit Intetsu was tracniig. kt was  nii fact  Stella's kmpernial Arts. 

"kmpgssnible…! Hgw cai y gn be nsniig nit?" 

As she asked  sgmethniig fashed thrgngh Stella's mniid. 

"Ygn dgi't meai  y gn cgpnied my  sty le dnrniig these 
exchaiges!?" 

"Sgmethniig lnike that. k've beei despnised ever sniice k was a 
chnild  sg ig gie ever tanght me  aid all k cgnld dg was watch 
gthers aid steal thenir sty les. That's why  k'm qnnite gggd at 
these kniids gf tactnics. k cai grasp mgst swgrd techiniqnes 
wnith gily  a mniinte gf tradniig blgws." 

Swgrdsmaishnip descrnibes nits gwi kigwledge  sty le descrnibes 
nits gwi hnistgry   aid breathniig descrnibes nits gwi prniicniple. kf 
gie fgllgwed the braiches aid leaves gf a swgrd sty le aid 
arrnived dgwi at the rggt  thei nit wgnldi't be hard tg grasp 
that sty le's techiniqnes aid cgmbniiatnigis  gr nits apprgach nii 
facniig dnifereit snitnatnigis. Thnis was what kkkni was say niig. 

"Aid nif k cai niderstaid the sty le that far  k cai alsg create 
techiniqnes that gntperfgrm my  gppgieit's." 

What was the nltnimate way  tg snrpass ai gppgieit's swgrd 



sty le? Snimply  cgrrect all the faws gf that sty le tg create a 
mgre perfect gie  aid the iew wgnld be planiily  snpernigr tg 
the gld. The iew sty le wgnld accgnit fgr all the gld sty le's 
fanlts  aid evei cgmpeisate fgr nits weakiesses. kt wgnld 
eclnipse nits precnrsgr nii every  gfeisnive aid defeisnive 
snitnatnigi. 

"Creatniig that swgrd sty le nii the mniddle gf battle nis my  
techiniqne  Blade Steal[7]. Becanse Stella-sai's techiniqnes 
were sg well-eigraniied  nit tggk me twg mniintes tg steal nit aid
thnirty  secgids tg snrpass nit. Bnt igw k have a sglnid grasp  sg 
k'll alsg be attackniig frgm here gi." 

「H-Hey . Dgesi't the prniicess lggk lnike she's beniig pnshed 
back!?」 

Stella was fallniig behniid vnisnibly . The andnieice started stnirrniig 
np at the niexpected develgpmeit  bnt the gie mgst 
snrprnised was Stella herself  aid igt gily  becanse she had 
lgst nii swgrd sknill. She was snrprnised becanse her prnized sty le
had beei cgpnied  aid mgregver  kkkni had refied the sty le 
eigngh tg snrpass nit. Jnst by  lggkniig at her swgrd swniigs  he 
cgnld grasp the wnisdgm gf a techiniqne  read nits hnistgry   aid 
fid nits secrets. That devnilnish niisnight  nit cgnld evei be called a
refectnive magnic mnirrgr. Aid gi tgp gf every thniig  he had 
dgie all thnis wnithgnt nsniig a bnit gf magnic. 

Fgr thnis bgy   recenivniig ferce attacks frgm Stella Vermnillnigi 
aid snrpassniig her kmpernial Arts were igthniig mgre thai 
feats gf geieral swgrdsmaishnip. Hgw mnch traniiniig mnst he 
have had tg ganii snch expertnise? 

Strong…! 

She cgnld ig lgiger deiy  nit. Cgmparniig jnst thenir swgrd sknills 
thnis bgy  was several levels abgve her. kf the dnel was 
restrnicted tg weapgis algie  nit wgnldi't evei be a fanir fght. 

Stella niderstggd that. kt was gie gf her streigths that she 
admnitted that. Bnt nit was alsg a streigth gf the A-Raik kinight 
Stella Vermnillnigi  the Crnimsgi Prniicess  that she cgitniined tg 



strnive aganiist a strgiger gppgieit. 

kf her swgrd sty le was seei thrgngh  thei she cgnld explgnit 
that fact. Stella tggk the staice tg swniig Lævateinn dgwiwards.
kkkni swnig Intetsu npwards nii respgise. She had seit her 
dgwiward arc tg crnsh hnis gnard  aid kkkni had already  
grasped the speed aid pgwer gf the strnike whei she tggk the
niinitnial staice  sg hnis respgise was niievnitable. Bnt that nitself 
was Stella's trap! 

It worked! 

Stella abaidgied the swniig aid jnmped backwards wnith a 
grnii. kf kkkni had seei thrgngh her sty le  thei he shgnld snrely  
be canght gf gnard  becanse Stella  whg had gily  attacked 
thns far  was retreatniig fgr the frst tnime. 

kkkni had takei the niinitniatnive after seeniig thrgngh her sty le  
aid he nimmedniately  fell fgr the feniit. Hnis slashniig attack 
mnissed by  a wnide margnii. Animniig fgr that mgmeit  Stella 
strnck wnith her Lævateinn at kkkni's expgsed faik. kt was a 
snddei varniatnigi gf tactnics fgr Stella  whg had gily  beei 
attackniig stranightfgrwardly  nitnil igw. 

Intetsu's black blade  whnich was slashniig empty  space  cgnld 
igt respgid tg thnis chaige nii tnimniig. Lævateinn's blade 
smggthly  scy thed tgward kkkni's nignarded tgrsg. 

kt had tg wgrk  bnt― 

"Ygnr swgrd nis half-asleep  y gn kigw." 

―Lævateinn's blade iever reached kkkni's snide. kt had beei 
blgcked. 

N-No way!? 

He had chaiged her rhy thm  stgpped her apprgach  aid evei
eitered her blniid spgt. Intetsu's blade was snppgsed tg be tgg 
far gf tg pgssnibly  react tg her cnt  bnt her cnt was stnill 
blgcked! 

Hgw!? The aiswer tg that qnestnigi was―hnis hnilt. kkkni had 



blgcked Stella's feniit-eiabled strnike wnith Intetsu's hnilt  nsniig 
the slnight gap betweei hnis haids as they  clasped the grnip. 

Just what kind of motion perception does this guy have!? 

"Animniig fgr vnictgry  carelessly  after feelniig pressnred? 
Slashniig whnile retreatniig nisi't y gnr sty le. Evei sgmegie lnike 
me cai stgp snch a weak attack. That mgve was y gnr 
dgwifall." 

Say niig that  kkkni pnshed Lævateinn away   creatniig a large 
gpeiniig nii her gnard. 

"Haaaaa!" 

Aid wnith Intetsu's blade  he slashed dgwi at Stella's 
defeiseless fgrm. 



Part 5

「ks nit gver!?」 

「kt's a perfect hnit. That shgnld eid nit.」 

「Ng way   the A-Raik Stella-sai was beatei lnike thnis….」 

「Wasi't she jnst niprepared? ntherwnise  thnis nis 
nimpgssnible….」 

「…Ng  wanit! Lggk at that!」 

The cgifnsed spectatgrs tnried thenir gazes tg Stella's rnight 
shgnlder. Intetsu's blade had niideed laided there  bnt nit was 
cgmpletely  stgpped. kkkni's fnll-pgwered strnike cgnldi't 
damage Stella at all. 

"…Sg nii the eid  nit tnris gnt lnike thnis." 

Settniig asnide hnis exasperatnigi  kkkni gice aganii tggk a large 
step back tg escape the scgrchniig heat  niicreasniig the gap 
betweei them. Hnis gppgieit was nsniig magnic as a shnield  
aid ai attack wnithgnt eqnally  strgig magnic cgnldi't harm a 
shnielded Blazer. kkkni's magnic was tgg lnimnited  tgg weak. 
Hgwever excelleit hnis techiniqnes mnight be  lackniig a Blazer's
mgst nimpgrtait tranit meait he cgnldi't evei pnierce the magnic
pgwer Stella was releasniig snbcgiscnignsly . 

Anra capacnity ―the tgtal spnirnitnal eiergy  that a Blazer cgnld 
speid nii nsniig hnis abnilnitnies. That attrnibnte cgnldi't be 
niicreased wnith efgrt. kt was lgcked at bnirth  bgnid by  the 
wenight gf destniiy … a hnmai beniig's predetermniied valne. 

Great pegple were gnivei greatiess tg make great 
achnievemeits. Frgm the mgmeit they  were bgri  every gie 
had a place nii ai niqnestnigiable hnierarchy . ki gther wgrds  
the taleit Stella had carrnied sniice bnirth became a frm wall 
aid stgpped kkkni's swgrd. 

"kt leaves a bad taste  wniiiniig lnike thnis…." 



"As k thgnght  Stella-sai niderstggd nit rnight away . My  kitetsn 
cai't niijnre y gn at all." 

"Natnrally . Aid becanse k niderstggd  k challeiged y gn tg thnis
dnel igt jnst nii magnic  bnt alsg nii swgrdsmaishnip  tg shgw 
that my  streigth cgmes frgm mgre thai taleit. Bnt nit dnidi't 
gg hgw k waited… k'll admnit nit. Thnis battle  k'll gily  wnii 
becanse gf that taleit." 

kkkni was strgig. The wgrds abgnt efgrt he had nttered 
wenighed mgre thai thgse gf her past gppgieits. Wnith the 
taleit gf a igrmal Blazer  gr evei a bnit less  he wgnld've 
beatei Stella nii thnis match. kt was vexniig  bnt kkkni dnidi't evei
have that. kf he gave "k lgst tg her taleit" as ai excnse fgr hnis
defeat  she wgnldi't deiy  nit. He had a rnight tg say  snch 
thniigs. 

He was… that strgig. That was why ― 

"k'll finish thnis wnith sniicere respect." 

Snddeily   Stella tggk a large leap backwards. She retreated 
tg the rniig-shaped areia's bgrder lniie  at the wall that 
separated the areia frgm the andnieice seats. 

Wnith sniicere respect. kkkni felt nieasy  abgnt Stella backniig sg 
far away  after say niig thgse wgrds―bnt that niease was 
nimmedniately  qnashed by  a heavnier seisatnigi. 

"Pnierce the blne sky   blaze gf pnrgatgry ." 

The mgmeit Stella pgniited her Lævateinn np at the anir  the 
fames cgverniig the swgrd bnried wnith mgre fnry  aid 
heat―aid sggi the swgrd lgst nits fgrm  takniig the shape gf a 
pnillar gf lnight that melted the areia's dgmed rggf. 

「W-What nis thnininininis!!!」 

「Thnis nis tgg niisaie! ks she stnill hnmai!?」 

The blade that easnily  exteided a hnidred meters npward was
shniiniig wnith the sni's gwi brnillniaice  ai nigppgsable scarlet 
cgifagratnigi. Fgr thnis A-Raik kinight  the Crnimsgi Prniicess  nit 



was her strgigest Ngble Art. Stella ig lgiger niiteided tg 
fght wnith a swgrd. She wgnld ig lgiger be gvercgifdeit. kkkni
was a swgrdsmai whg far snrpassed her  aid becanse she 
admnitted that  she chgse tg eid thnis battle by  destrgy niig the 
areia wnith her nifanir taleit. 

"kt's gver. Accept y gnr lgss. That shgnld be easnier gi y gn tgg."

Jnst befgre nileashniig her attack  she spgke thgse wgrds wnith
a draggi's dnispassnigi. Stella had belnieved that aiy gie strgig
eigngh tg gverwhelm her lnike thnis wgnld trninmph elsewhere 
ig matter the dnifcnltnies  bnt she hadi't accgnited fgr thnis 
bgy  whgse lack gf taleit fgrced hnim gitg the path gf a Faniled 
uinight. That was why  Stella wgnld defeat kkkni fgr hnis sake as 
well  nsniig the absglnte pgwer gf her taleit! 

"Katharterio SalamandraΚαθαρτήριο Σαλαμάνδρα―!!!" [8]

The desceidniig blade gf lnight kiew gily  rnniiatnigi  bnriniig 
the eitnire areia. 

「Uh  nwaaa!」 

「Rni fgr nit! We'll get swallgwed np―!」 

"Hey  hey …. ks thnis really  a mgve fgr a gie-gi-gie fght?" 

As the areia crnmbled dgwi  the spectatniig stndeits started 
tg fee nii a screamniig mgb  aid unrgig watched nit all wnith a 
bnitter expressnigi. 

Bnt staidniig befgre thnis apprgachniig devastatnigi  kkkni 
unrggaie smniled. 

"My  lnittle snister nsed tg gftei say   'Brgther cai becgme 
aiy thniig gther thai a mage-kinight  sg he shgnld anim fgr 
that.' Certaniily  she mnight be rnight  sniice k dgi't have the 
taleit." 

kf kkkni unrggaie waited tg be a mage-kinight  he'd have tg at 
least wnii nii the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival  bnt try niig fgr 



that vnictgry  was as reckless as clnimbniig a waterfall nii a 
bambgg bgat. kkkni prgbably  kiew that better thai aiy gie. 

"Bnt k cai't step back igw  becanse becgmniig a kinight nis my  
dream. kf k gave np  k cgnldi't fgrgnive my self fgr breakniig the 
prgmnise that bniids ns." 

Sg― 

"Sg k wgidered  hgw cai the weakest beat the strgigest? 
Hgw cai k exceed my  gwi weak self? Here aid igw  k'll shgw 
y gn my  aiswer." 

kkkni pgniited the tnip gf Intetsu at Stella aid sanid  

"Here  wnith my  greatest weakiess  k'll defeat y gnr greatest 
streigth―!" 

At that mgmeit  kkkni's whgle bgdy  aid Intetsu's fnll leigth 
started tg shniie. 

Lnmniigns blne that fnickered ever sg slnightly  lnike fame―was 
nit ai elemeital pgwer snimnilar tg hers? Stella thgnght sg fgr a 
mgmeit bnt sggi abaidgied the nidea. Ng  nit was the lnight gf 
magnic pgwer nitself grgwniig tg the pgniit gf vnisnibnilnity . 

His power… is increasing…!? 

kmpgssnible. Magnic pgwer cgnld ienither rnise igr fall frgm nits 
gwier's level at bnirth. Thei what was happeiniig? Stella 
cgnldi't niderstaid nit. She had iever heard gf ai abnilnity  that 
ranises magnic pgwer. Bnt she dnid niderstaid gie thniig: the 
cnrreit Intetsu glgwniig wnith blne lnight had the pgwer tg strnike 
her dgwi. 

―Bnt sg what!? Ng matter what kniid gf pgwer he pgssessed  
all thniigs gf heavei aid earth bnri tg ashes befgre the sni! 

Slash him! I can take victory just doing that! 

The dnistaice betweei them was mgre thai snixty  meters. kt 
dnidi't matter what her gppgieit trnied  becanse her blade gf 



lnight wgnld reach hnim frst. 

Bnt thnis bgy ―he sanid he'd break thrgngh that reasginiig! 

"Wha!?" 

ki the niistait that the blade gf lnight fell npgi kkkni  he 
vainished. Ng  he jnst jnmped fast eigngh whnile evadniig the 
lnight that he seemed tg dnisappear. 

Stella was dnmbfgnided after mnissniig her target. 

What was that, just now!? 

Despnite her snrprnise  she nimmedniately  attacked kkkni wnith a 
secgid swniig. uatharternig Salamaidra created a swgrd gf 
heat that had ig phy snical bgdy   aid nit cgnld reach a target 
mgre thai a hnidred meters away . kt wasi't sgmethniig a 
fesh-aid-blggd hnmai cgnld snimply  evade. 

Bnt kkkni dnid. 

The secgid strnike  aid thei the thnird. Here aid there gi the 
battlefeld  kkkni kept mgvniig lnike a wniidstgrm betweei her 
fashniig strgkes  cgmpletely  dgdgniig each attack. Hnis 
mgvemeits were nimpgssnible tg fgllgw. Fgrget her swgrd  evei
her ey es cgnldi't keep np wnith kkkni's speed. Eveitnally   Stella
cgnld ig lgiger catch evei a rgngh vnisnal gf hnis pgsnitnigi. 

"unh  what's wnith that streigth!? Hgw cai y gn mgve lnike that 
all gf a snddei!?" 

"Becanse that's my  abnilnity . Jnst lnike hgw Stella-sai cai cgitrgl
fames  k alsg have ai abnilnity  as a Blazer." 

kkkni's abnilnity  was… dgnblniig hnis phy snical attrnibntes. 

kt was called the wgrst amgig all the abnilnitnies a Blazer cgnld 
have  becanse evei wnithgnt the bggstniig gf phy snical 
attrnibntes  a Blazer cgnld ganii far mgre fgrce gr mgbnilnity  by  
apply niig magnic. kideed  Stella had nsed snch magnic dnrniig 
thnis match  aid her attrnibntes had mnltniplnied fve gr snix tnimes 
igt merely  dgnbled. ki gther wgrds  kkkni's abnilnity  was a 
dgwigraded versnigi gf what every  Blazer cgnld dg jnst by  



nsniig magnic. 

nie cgnld say  that nit was very  apprgprniate fgr ai F-Raik. 

"That's a lnie! Thgse mgvemeits  that's far mgre thai jnst 
dgnbled! Aid besnides  k've iever heard gf magnic pgwer alsg 
rnisniig algigsnide phy snical streigth!" 

Whnile swniigniig her swgrd gf lnight  Stella made thnis prgtest. A 
release gf magnic pgwer that cgnld be seei by  the iaked ey e  
aid thei mgvemeits that cgnldi't? Snch thniigs werei't 
cansed jnst by  dgnblniig phy snical attrnibntes. Evei nif she was 
gily  talkniig abgnt phy snical pgwer  kkkni's had snrely  jnmped 
mgre thai tei-fgld. 

kkkni  stnill mgvniig argnid lnike a wniidstgrm whnile dgdgniig 
Stella's swgrd  gave a small aid bgastfnl langh at what she 
was pgniitniig gnt. 

"That's trne  bnt k'm igt nsniig my  abnilnity  the igrmal way . 
kistead  k'm nsniig nit at fnll pgwer." 

"Hnh!? There's ig way  y gn wgnld nimprgve lnike thnis jnst 
becanse gf eithnsniasm!" 

"Ng… k wasi't talkniig abgnt eithnsniasm  bnt the lniteral 
meainiig." 

"Eh…?" 

"k've beei thniikniig abgnt thnis fgr a lgig tnime. Let's say  y gn 
were tg sprniit a hnidred meters after say niig that y gn'll dg nit 
at fnll pgwer. Evei nif y gn dnid as y gn niiteided  y gn'll stnill have 
spare eiergy  afterward. k thgnght that was straige. kf y gn 
really  rai whnile nsniig all gf y gnr streigth  shgnldi't nit be 
wenird tg evei stay  cgiscnigns afterwards?" 

Hgw cgnld that happei? The aiswer was becanse hnmais 
are alnive  aid lnivniig creatnres niistniictnively  wait tg preserve 
thenir lnives  thenir niistniicts gnive tgp prnigrnity  tg snrvnival. Ng 
matter hgw mnch a persgi pledges tg nse hnis fnll streigth  
hnis snbcgiscnigns wgnld iever allgw nit. Evei nif he expeids all 
eiergy   sgme amgnit wgnld stnill remanii sg that hnis bgdy  



cgitniines tg fnictnigi. Thnis lnimnitatnigi was hardwnired niitg lnivniig
bniglggy . 

Becanse gf that lnimnitatnigi  hnmais dnidi't igrmally  nse evei 
half gf thenir stamniia  streigth  gr magnic pgwer. kt was ai 
absglnte rnle. 

Bnt what nif sgmegie cgnld break that absglnte rnle? What nif 
sgmegie  nsniig wnillpgwer algie  cgnld remgve the lnimniter 
that keeps hnim frgm exertniig hnis fnll streigth? 

"Ygn… y gn dgi't meai―!" 

"Yes. My  magnic pgwer hasi't niicreased. k'm jnst tappniig niitg 
pgwer k cgnldi't befgre  after wnillfnlly  exceedniig my  
lnimnitatnigis." 

kkkni lacked taleit mgre thai aiy gie else  aid he niderstggd 
that fact better thai aiy gie else. He cgnldi't clgse the gap 
betweei hnimself aid a prgdnigy  jnst by  wgrkniig hard  becanse
prgdnignies alsg wgrked hard  aid nit was niisnltniig tg say  that 
they  wgi gily  by  taleit. kisnfcnieit efgrt cgnld wnidei the 
gap  bnt niivestniig efgrt cgnldi't shrniik nit sg easnily . A 
dnifereice nii taleit was that vnital a factgr  igrmally . 

kf he waited tg clgse the gap aiy way   he cgnldi't be igrmal 
aiy  lgiger. He had ig chgnice bnt tg becgme a Shnra[9]. kkkni 
dnidi't avert hnis ey es frgm that trnth. Fgcnsniig gi thnis 
realnizatnigi  he had dniscgvered a way . Tg snrpass taleit  he 
cgnld ig lgiger leave aiy  streigth ninsed. 

nie mniinte was eigngh. kt was fie tg nigigre what happeied
afterward  bnt fgr gie mniinte he'd becgme strgig eigngh tg 
beat aiy gie. 

That was the aiswer kkkni unrggaie fgnid  sg that hnis greatest
weakiess cai defeat aigther's greatest streigth. 
kiteitnigially  nsniig all gf hnis vniggr aid stamniia after breakniig 
thrgngh hnis lnimnits  nit was a Ngble Art that brgnght gnt all gf 
hnis meager pgwer fgr lnittle mgre thai gie mniinte aid 
mnltniplnies that pgwer several dgzei tnimes. 



"Ittou Shura[10]." 

Snddeily  kkkni  whg was mgvniig argnid the areia wnith 
mgvemeits that cgnld ig lgiger evei be tracked by  hnmai 
ey es  nsed hnis astgnidniig speed tg appear at Stella's blniid 
snide  aid eided every thniig. 

Wnith a *slash*. 

At a speed that cgnld be ienither dgdged igr blgcked  wnithgnt 
evei a chaice tg scream  Stella tggk a dnirect hnit frgm Intetsu. 

"Ah―" 

She felt the grgnid nider her feet dnissglvniig  aid thei 
Stella's thgnghts fell niitg darkiess. kt was a specnial kniid gf 
nicgiscnignsiess nimpgsed by  ai nillnsnigiary  fatal wgnid. Jnst 
lnike nits iame snggested  Ittou Shura felled the Crnimsgi Prniicess
wnith jnst gie cnt  aid Stella faniited pgwerlessly . 

"That's eigngh! Wniiier  kkkni unrggaie!" 

Evei thgngh unrgig called kkkni's vnictgry   aid the stniiniig 
resnlt stggd befgre thenir very  ey es  the stndeits nii the areia 
stnill dnidi't qnnite cgmpreheid what had happeied. All they  
cgnld dg was stare at the fgnre gf the Faniled uinight snileitly  
staidniig there. 



Part 6

"…Ni." 

Emergniig thrgngh a brnight haze  Stella gradnally  wgke np  
aid what flled her vnisnigi as she gpeied her ey es was a 
sgmewhat lgw cenilniig aid―unrgig snittniig besnide Stella's bed 
whnile smgkniig a cnigarette. 

"Are y gn awake  Vermnillnigi?" 

"Madam Chanirmai… where am k?" 

"Ygnr rggm. Ygn cgllapsed frgm the fatnigne gf gettniig hnit by  a 
Devnice nii nillnsnigiary  fgrm. kt's igt sgmethniig we shgnld nse 
ai niPS capsnle gr call a dgctgr fgr  sg k had y gn rest here." 

Say niig that  unrgig released a pnf gf smgke frgm lnipstnick-
cgated lnips. 

…Doesn't the student dormitory prohibit smoking? 

Bnt Stella wasi't really  nii the mggd tg say  sg gnt lgnd. 

"Sg that meais… nit wasi't all a dream?" 

Wnith that realnizatnigi  her feelniigs tnried glggmy . kt seemed 
her hgpe wgnldi't cgme trne. She'd beei beatei  aid beatei
sg cgmpletely  she cgnld make ig excnse fgr her lgss. 

"…Haa. k thgnght k had fgrggttei nit lgig agg. Lgsniig… 
certaniily  dges feel lnike thnis." 

"Well  y gn shgnldi't let nit bgther y gn that mnch. Haidnicaps 
asnide  unrggaie nis a gny  whg evei wgi a stranight fght 
aganiist me. He's igt sgmegie y gn cgnld defeat as y gn are 
igw." 

"Wniiiniig aganiist 'Wgrld Clgck'  the fgrmer tgp thnird nii the 
wgrld… what the heck nis that?" 

There was a lnimnit tg beniig a mgister. 

…Ng  she cgnldi't say  that. Defeatniig her niisnide a sniigle 



mniinte was the apex gf wnillpgwer  sgmethniig igrmally  
nithniikable. What kniid gf dreadfnl resglve aid determniiatnigi
wgnld sgmegie ieed tg try  nit? That way  gf fghtniig was 
niideed lnike a shnra. kt cgnld be called niihnmai. 

Ah. 

Cgme tg thniik gf nit  what happeied tg that fellgw after he 
nsed hnimself np? 

"Madam Chanirmai. That gny   nis he alrnight?" 

unrgig lnightly  igdded at her qnestnigi. 

"He's fie. He was mnch mgre sernignsly  niijnred thai y gn  bnt 
nit's igt sg bad that hnis lnife was nii daiger." 

After say niig sg  she lggked at the npper level gf the bnik 
bed. 

Stella crawled gnt gf the lgwer bed aid lggked np tg see a 
pale-faced kkkni ly niig abgve nii ai exercnise shnirt. Hnis vnitalnity  
seemed sg lgw that nif Stella hadi't heard faniit breathniig  
she'd snrely  mnistake hnim fgr a cgrpse. 

"Well  he had eigngh spare eiergy  tg retnri tg hnis rggm aid 
chaige hnis clgthes. kf he cgnldi't leave that mnch nii reserve  
the aftermath gf hnis techiniqne wgnld be far tgg harsh. 
unrggaie exercnised sgme fgresnight  at least." 

"k dgi't thniik that really  cgnits as spare eiergy ." 

kttgn Shnra was a Ngble Art that brgnght gnt gie's fnll pgwer 
whnile nigigrniig snrvnival niistniicts. The nser wgnldi't evei be 
able tg breathe after jnst gie mniinte gf nse  sg kkkni cgnldi't 
nse nit tg fght fgr lgig. kf he dnidi't wnii wnithnii that mniinte  
breakdgwi was niavgnidable―a harshly  self-destrnctnive 
tactnic. Bnt nii masterniig snch a fckle techiniqne  thnis bgy  
shgwed he cgnld cgiqner evei hnimself. 

"Madam Chanirmai  whg exactly  nis thnis gny ?" 

"What dg y gn meai?" 

"Please dgi't play  dnmb! kt's definitely  igt igrmal tg mgve sg



fast my  ey es cai't evei keep np! Cgnld he be gie gf them? 
nie gf thgse Japaiese iniijas!?" 

"Ng  y gn're tgtally  gf…." 

"ki aiy  case  nit's straige fgr sgmegie lnike hnim tg be ai F-
Raik aid repeat a y ear! Please explanii tg me exactly  what's 
ggniig gi!" 

"Evei nif y gn say  that  hnim beniig ai F-Raik nis actnally  a valnid 
jndgmeit  becanse the raikniig sy stem evalnates Blazer 
abnilnitnies. Mnidaie sknills lnike swgrdsmaishnip  phy snical ftiess  
aid martnial arts arei't niiclnded nii that evalnatnigi  sniice snch
thniigs wgnld prgbably  be niiefectnive aganiist Ngble Arts." 

kideed  mnidaie sknills were igthniig cgmpared tg 
gverwhelmniig snperiatnral pgwer. Fgr example  snppgse 
there exnisted a master swgrdsmai whg cgnld evei cnt 
thrgngh steel. Hgw wgnld he fght aganiist Stella's famniig 
swgrd? Hnis mastery  was nseless; he cgnld gily  bnri tg ashes.
Mnidaie sknills were gily  nsefnl tg Blazers whei fghtniig 
thgse wnith eqnal magnic abnilnity . 

"That's the geieral pnblnic's way  gf thniikniig these day s. Tg pnt
nit snimply   ig sy stem exnists tg evalnate unrggaie 
apprgprniately . Aid unrggaie  whg gily  excels nii phy snical 
sknills… well  he cgnld gily  be called the wgrst. kt's rare fgr 
sgmegie tg have cnircnmstaices thnis bad. kf y gn're a prgdnigy  
whg appears gily  gice a decade  thei he's a dnice that 
appears gily  gice a decade tgg. Ngthniig cai really  be dgie 
abgnt that. Ygn shgnld alsg niderstaid after facniig hnim 
dnirectly   sniice hnis fnll-pgwered strnike cgnldi't harm y gn evei 
whnile y gn were defeiseless." 

"…Well  there's that… bnt y gn havei't explaniied why  he was 
made tg repeat." 

"Havei't k?" 

"k'm rgy alty . k kigw hgw mnch cgnitrnies valne strgig Blazers  
aid ai academy  respgisnible fgr traniiniig mage-kinights shgnld



thniik the same. Ngt havniig gggd evalnatnigis shgnldi't be 
eigngh reasgi tg make hnim repeat a y ear." 

Becanse niisnrgeit grgainizatnigis had receitly  started tg 
appear  cgnitrnies were alway s prgmgtniig the develgpmeit gf
strgig kinights. Ng reasgi was eigngh tg nidercnt that 
prnigrnity . 

Tg Stella's argnmeit  unrgig gave a bnitter smnile aid snighed 
as thgngh nii agreemeit. 

"Haha… well well. Ygn really  strnck where nit hnrts." 

"As k thgnght  there's sgme gther reasgi  nisi't there?" 

"Yeah  hnis marks igt beniig snfcnieit nis jnst the schggl 
admniinistratnigi's preteise." 

"Preteise…?" 

"kideed. Vermnillnigi  dgesi't the iame unrggaie rniig a bell?" 

"There's ig way  k wgnld kigw sgmethniig sg plebeniai―" 

She shgnldi't kigw. That's what she waited tg say   bnt gie 
persgi wnith that snriame appeared nii her mniid. 

"Wanit  ig way … Samnrani Ry gnma?" 

"Exactly . The herg whg gnnided Japai tg vnictgry  nii the Secgid 
Wgrld War  Samnrani Ry gnma. Hnis real iame nis Ry gnma 
unrggaie  aid he's kkkni unrggaie's great-graidfather. Evei 
wnithgnt hnim  the unrggaie clai nis a dnistniignnished famnily  
datniig frgm the Menijni era that has prgdnced snpernigr Blazers 
fgr geieratnigis  aid hglds strgig clgnt nii mage-kinight 
sgcniety . That clai pnt dnirect pressnre gi Hagni Academy  aid 
sanid  'Dgi't let kkkni unrggaie  the reprgbate whg fed the 
unrggaie hgnse  gradnate.'" 

"Why  dnid they  dg sgmethniig lnike that?" 

"Tg nphgld thenir dnistniignnished famnily 's prestnige. kf ai gntlnier 
lnike ai F-Raik was bgri frgm thenir lniieage  nit wgnld tarinish 
thenir iame. They  prgbably  thgnght sgmethniig lnike that  sniice 
kinights tgday  emphasnize raik mgre thai aiy thniig else. The 



prevnigns academy  chanirmai cgmplnied  aid started a 
rnidnicnlgns rnle abgnt mniinimnm reqnniremeits tg take cgmbat 
lessgis. ki that way   he exclnded unrggaie  aid repeatniig 
the y ear nis the resnlt gf that nifaniriess." 

The mgmeit Stella heard that harsh stgry   she felt ai 
ninimagniiable reseitmeit deep wnithnii her chest. 

"Was that sgmethniig a pareit gr a teacher shgnld dg!?" 

"kt's regrettable  bnt there are adnlts lnike that nii the wgrld. nf 
cgnrse  k have ig niiteitnigi gf cgidginiig thenir actnigis. After 
takniig np thnis pgst  k thgrgnghly  pnrged thgse whg had a 
haid nii snch garbage… bnt nit wgi't retnri the y ear that 
unrggaie lgst. Stnill  that bgy  dnidi't despanir. Despnite beniig 
targeted by  hnis famnily   treated nifanirly   deprnived gf 
gppgrtninitnies  aid evei dernided as trash  he dnidi't stgp 
belnievniig nii hnis gwi valne. Ngt seeniig prgdnignies as 
niisnrmgnitable  igt rniiniig away  frgm hnis niiadeqnacnies. 
After strngglniig thrgngh all the niijnstnice  he reached the 
pniiiacle where he staids igw. By  havniig fanith nii hnimself aid 
hnis valnes  he wagered all hnis wgrth aid fially  achnieved that 
'niivniicnible gie mniinte'  whnich cai evei defeat the Crnimsgi 
Prniicess whg's called a gice-nii-a-decade prgdnigy . Hgiestly   
he's qnnite specnial." 

Belnievniig nii gieself aid nii gie's valne  ig matter hgw 
hgpeless the snitnatnigi. Stella kiew very  well hgw hard that 
was  niderstggd sg well nit hnrt. Bnt fgrtniately   she had 
taleit. She belnieved that nif she mastered the fames dwellniig 
niisnide her  her pgwer wgnld help her cgnitry  greatly . That 
was why  she cgnld pnsh herself giward. 

What abgnt kkkni? He really  had igthniig at all. Hnis had scait 
magnic pgwer  aid hnis Ngble Art  a Blazer's trnmp card  was 
gily  the dgnblniig gf phy snical streigth. That was paniifnl 
eigngh  bnt the adnlts argnid kkkni dnid all they  cgnld tg blgck 
hnis way  as well. Hgw dnid he stnill keep fanith aid belnieve nii 
hnimself? 



"Jnst… jnst what nis pnshniig hnim tg gg that far…!?" 

"Whg kigws? kt's igt sgmethniig y gn'd niderstaid wnithgnt 
askniig unrggaie hnimself. k jnst have a few expectatnigis. 
Whether he'll really  take the snmmnit gf the Sevei Stars  stnf 
lnike that." 

unrgig pressed her cnigarette niitg her pgrtable ashtray  aid 
gice aganii asked Stella. 

"Vermnillnigi. Whei y gn came tg my  gfce thnis mgriniig tg 
greet me  dg y gn remember hgw y gn replnied tg my  qnestnigi  
'Why  dnid y gn cgme here tg stndy  abrgad?'" 

"Yes. Becanse nif k stay ed nii that cgnitry … k wgnld eveitnally  
fgrget hgw tg anim hnigher." 

That was Stella's reasgi fgr leavniig Vermnillnigi: the pegple gf 
her laid  gf thenir gwi accgrd  were trappniig her nii the cage 
gf "prgdnigy ". That she cgnld dg aiy thniig  aid wgnldi't lgse tg
aiy gie. kf Stella stay ed amgig them  she mnight've started tg
belnieve them. She'd becgme arrggait  aid her heart wgnld 
rgt. Her arrggaice wgnld bnnild wnithgnt fgnidatnigi  aid her 
wnill tg nimprgve wgnld be chnipped away . kt had frnighteied her 
mgre thai aiy thniig  sg mnch that she cgnldi't let herself 
remanii there aiy  lgiger. She had tg becgme a mnch strgiger
kinight tg prgtect her belgved Vermnillnigi Empnire. 

That was Stella's reasgi fgr cgmniig tg Japai: tg seek gnt 
pegple strgiger thai herself. Tg fght strgig kinights  defeat 
them  aid becgme the Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig. 

"ki that case  Stella Vermnillnigi  try  chasniig after unrggaie fgr 
a y ear. k'm snre nit wgi't be a waste gf tnime." 

At unrgig's fgrcefnl anir  Stella cgnldi't gnive a definite aiswer. 

"k stnill… dgi't get nit. k stnill dgi't kigw aiy thniig abgnt hnim 
bey gid y gnr wgrds…." 

"Well that's trne tgg  k gness." 

kt wasi't clear whether Stella's respgise had satnisfed unrgig 



bnt unrgig walked tgwards the exnit after gnivniig a igd. 

Tnriniig the kigb  she gpeied the dggr. 

"Thei y gn shgnld leari whg he nis gi y gnr gwi. Lnike k sanid  
kttgn Shnra nis a graid techiniqne that cai gily  be nsed gice a
day   igt hgldniig back the slnightest bnit gf magnic  streigth  gr 
wnillpgwer. Aid nit's ai abnilnity  that  lnike a chargniig hgrse  cai't 
be stgpped partway . He shgnldi't wake np fgr a whnile… well  
hgpefnlly  he's igt actnally  dead  jnst lggks lnike nit. He'll get np 
sggier gr later  aid nif y gn stnill dgi't wait tg lnive wnith hnim 
after testniig my  wgrds  tell me. k'll prepare a specnial sniigle-
persgi VkP rggm fgr y gn." 

After say niig that  unrgig left. 



Part 7

Stella  igw sgmewhat abaidgied  lggked np at the npper 
bnik bed aid stndnied the bgy  whg defeated her. 

I'm… certainly not weak. 

She wasi't brash eigngh tg thniik she was the strgigest nii 
the wgrld  bnt she'd iever lgse tg a persgi gf mednigcre 
abnilnity . kkkni was strgig  aid she was cnrnigns abgnt the sgnrce 
gf that streigth. She waited tg kigw hgw he cgnld cgitniine 
tg belnieve nii hnimself wnithgnt all that mnistreatmeit 
gvercgmniig hnim. 

"…unrggaie. kkkni." 

As she spgke that iame  a my sternigns sweetiess made her 
heart lnightly  thrgb. Fgr Stella  thnis was the frst tnime she 
waited tg kigw sgmegie else sg mnch. She cgnldi't restranii 
the desnire tg leari mgre abgnt the sleepniig bgy   aid the 
delay  frgm hnis recgvery  was nibearable. That was why   after 
beniig gverwhelmed by  the cnrnigsnity  bnbblniig niisnide gf her  
she clnimbed the bnik bed's ladder. 

kkkni was stnill sleepniig. He mnight've chaiged snides whnile 
asleep  bnt igw he was ly niig gi hnis stgmach  aid she cgnld 
ig lgiger see hnis face. She cgnld hear lnight breathniig that 
matched the geitle mgvemeits gf hnis well-bnnilt back  sg he 
mnst have nimprgved qnnite a bnit sniice a whnile agg  becanse 
the feelniig that he mnight iever wake aganii was ig lgiger 
there. Stella felt a lnittle relnieved at that. 

"…kkkni." 

She called gnt hnis iame  bnt as nif defy niig her  he dnidi't rgnse
frgm hnis deep slnmber. kt cgnldi't be helped. He was sleepniig
sgnidly   sg nit wgnld be rnde tg wake hnim np by  fgrce. Sniice 
her aixniety  hadi't snbsnided y et  Stella decnided she shgnld 
take a strgll gntsnide aid cgme back later. 



Yes  as Stella was thniikniig that―she accnideitally  peeked niitg 
the gap betweei the shnirt aid the iape gf kkkni's ieck. He had
a wnide back  aid the snight had a prgfgnid nimpact that she 
cgnldi't nimagniie frgm hnis sheepnish smnile. 

Ng  hnis bgdy  wasi't that mnscnlar. kf aiy thniig  nit cgnld be 
cgisnidered thnii  bnt the steely  streigth there made hnis back 
seem far mgre snbstaitnial thai nit actnally  was. 

…Ju-Just a little, it's okay, right? He's facing the other way too. 

After cgiferrniig wnith sgme niivnisnible persgi nii her heart  Stella
exteided her haids tgwards kkkni's back  aid she slgwly  
started tg tgnch. 

"W-Wgw…." 

*Thump thump* 

Whei Stella tgnched hnim wnith the palms gf her haids  the 
seisatnigi gf kkkni's blggd fgwniig started tg eiter her. kt was 
strgig  aid hgt eigngh tg bnri  bnt hnis bgdy  felt qnnite 
dnifereit frgm steel  as nif she was feelniig the heat gf hnis 
vnitalnity . 

So this is a boy's… back. 

kt was her frst tnime tgnchniig a bgy   aid Stella felt lnike she 
was dreamniig. 

"N…mi…." 

"Eek…!" 

kkkni snddeily  tnried gver  aid igw he was facniig np. 
Becanse gf that  Stella's rnight haid ggt rglled nii aid pniiied 
nider hnis sleepniig bgdy . 

Oh no! 

kf kkkni wgke np igw  Stella cgnldi't gnive aiy  excnse. Hnis bgdy  
was niexpectedly  heavy   sg she cgnldi't pnll her haid gnt 
aid escape. She cgnld y aik nit  bnt that mnight dnistnrb hnim  
aid fallniig gf the ladder becanse she pnlled tgg hard wgnld 
alsg be dnisastrgns. 



…What choice do I have? 

Stella held her breath aid clnimbed fnrther np the ladder. 
Staidniig gi her kiees whnile takniig care igt tg tgnch hnim  
she nsed her left haid tg ranise kkkni's snide slgwly … slgwly … 
very  slgwly . 

"Uni…i! …unh." 

Th-That was close! 

Stella felt cgld sweat fgrmniig gi her back. She sgmehgw 
maiaged tg lnift np that snide wnith her free haid aid… gie 
way  gr aigther sncceeded nii pnllniig gnt her trapped gie. 
Snccess! Bnt… evei sg  Stella kept gi lggkniig at the sleepniig
kkkni belgw her. 

"Thnis gny  dnidi't wake np at all." 

Well  sniice he was exhansted  she cgnld niderstaid why  he 
was sleepniig sg deeply . Seeniig kkkni stnill igt stnirrniig  Stella 
gnlped. Ngw that he had fnipped gver  she was lggkniig at hnis 
slnightly  expgsed abdgmei. 

A boy's belly…. 

Evei thgngh she mnight've seei a few befgre  she had iever 
tgnched gie. What kniid gf feelniig wgnld that brniig? 

"W-What nii the wgrld are y gn thniikniig  Stella!? That's ig 
gggd! Fgr me whg's stnill nimarrnied  aid a prniicess ig less  tg 
take niiterest nii the bgdy  gf a bgy  whg nisi't evei my  lg-lg-
lgver gr aiy thniig… that's dnisgracefnl!" 

Wanit  nit wasi't that bad  was nit? Ngt lnike she was really  
hgldniig perverted thgnghts gr aiy thniig. kkkni unrggaie  the 
frst gppgieit whg maiaged tg defeat her―she waited tg 
leari mgre abgnt a kinight she'd have tg face nii the fntnre  
gnt gf pnre cnrnigsnity . 

That was all. May be. Mgre gr less. 

"k-ki aiy  case he saw me iaked frst  sg thnis makes ns evei  
rnight…?" 



kt was sgphnistry   bnt Stella seemed tg have jnstnifed herself 
that way . Led by  her cnrnigsnity  tgwards the frst kinight she lgst
tg  she gice aganii exteided her haids tgwards kkkni's 
abdgmei aid pnt gie thrgngh the crevnice gf hnis shnirt. She 
slgwly  reached as lgw as hnis sglar plexns aid …geitly  pnlled 
hnis shnirt np. 

"…Thnis nis… a bgy 's… bgdy …." 

Whei kkkni snddeily  strnipped that tnime they  met  she dnidi't 
really  see becanse gf her cgifnsnigi  bnt igw that she had 
crawled sg clgse  she cgnld tell hnis bgdy  was ninsnally  tgied.
The slnight shadgws gf mnscles acrgss hnis bgdy  lggked 
cgmpletely  dnifereit frgm her gwi as a wgmai. nf cgnrse  
feelniig them shgnld be dnifereit tgg. 

"Haa… haa…." 

Stella's branii started tg bgnil at that niiteise nrge tg tgnch. Her
head felt fevernishly  dnizzy   aid her breathniig became heavy  
aid nirregnlar. She cgnld ig lgiger stgp herself. 

"…nkay ." 





Wnith a tremblniig haid  she reached tgwards kkkni's abdgmei  
aid as she tgnched hnim  ai electrnic seisatnigi spread thrgngh
her frgm the textnre gf kkkni's sknii aid mnscles. kt was strgig 
whnile havniig a snbtle fexnibnilnity   a seisatnigi she had iever 
felt befgre  bnt she easnily  niderstggd the eigrmgns eiergy  nit
held. 

"Amazniig…." 

kt was igt the bgdy  gf a kinight whg was stnmblniig lgst nii the 
dark  bnt gie whg was strnivniig tgward hnis ggals. Stella had 
alway s tgld herself tg be a kinight befgre beniig a wgmai. She 
kiew hgw hard nit was tg hgie the bgdy  thnis far  aid hgw hard
tg maniitanii snch hginiig. 

She cgnldi't dgnbt unrgig aiy  lgiger. kkkni certaniily  iever 
gave np nii despanir. Hnis bgdy   as thgrgnghly  hardeied as hnis 
wnill  prgved sg. 

Bnt becanse unrgig hadi't beei exaggeratniig  Stella's desnire
tg leari mgre abgnt kkkni grew evei strgiger. The mgre she 
kiew  the mgre she waited tg kigw. Thnis desnire started tg 
gverheat  eigngh tg snfgcate her. She was becgmniig 
eitraiced  lgst nii a fever wnithgnt canse gr reasgi  y et nit was 
pleasait  whnich snrprnised her evei fnrther. 

"Haa… What am k dgniig  k wgider…." 

Whnile tracniig hnis abdgmei wnith delnicate figers  she asked 
that qnestnigi tg sgme niivnisnible persgi nii her heart  sgnidniig 
lnike she was strngglniig aganiist delnirninm. Bnt thei― 

"Err  that's sgmethniig k wait tg ask tgg. Stella-sai  what are 
y gn dgniig?" 

Tg Stella whg was straddlniig hnis wanist aid tgnchniig hnis sknii 
here aid there  kkkni echged the qnestnigi back wnith a face 
that shgwed he had ig nidea what was ggniig gi. 



"A-Anieeeeeeeeeeeee!?" 

Stella niistaitly  released a dreadfnl scream aid recgniled frgm 
kkkni. 

"Wanit! kf y gn jnmp that hard y gn'll―" 

kkkni's wariniig was frnnitless. After rnisniig sg sharply   Stella's 
head crashed niitg the cenilniig wnith earth-shatterniig fgrce aid 
she fell frgm the npper bnik bed  wnith a y elp  dgwi tg the 
fggr. 

"S-Stella-saaaaaai!? Are y gn gkay !? Ygnr head jnst lggked 
lnike nit―!" 

"k-k-k-k-k'm fie! k jnst fell dgwi aid pgnred sgme tgmatg jnnice 
gi my  head  that's all!" 

"That's igt fie gie bnit! Becanse that's tgmatg jnnice that 
came frgm niisnide y gn! Jnst snit stnill fgr igw! k'll prepare frst 
anid sg jnst snit stnill!" 



Part 8

"That shgnld dg nit." 

kkkni treated Stella wnith the emergeicy  knit frgm hnis drawer  tg 
Stella's embarrassed gratnitnde. 

"Ygn're qnnite gggd." 

"k've lnived algie sniice mniddle schggl  sg k cai dg at least thnis 
mnch." 

Well, it's not like anyone helped me while I lived in that house either. 

As kkkni snighed  Stella sanid sgmethniig straige. 

"…k heard abgnt y gn. Frgm the chanirmai." 

"Abgnt me?" 

"Abgnt hgw y gn were treated at schggl  evei by  y gnr famnily ." 

"Wha… why 's that persgi spreadniig the delnicate matters gf 
sgmegie else's famnily ? Sgrry   nit prgbably  wasi't a pleasait 
stgry ." 

"That's igt nit. Rather  k wait y gn tg tell me." 

"Tell y gn what?" 

"Hgw cai y gn hgpe tg becgme a kinight whei every gie treats
y gn sg badly ?" 

"…Why  dg y gn wait tg hear abgnt that?" 

"k-kt's igt lnike  nit's definitely  igt lnike k wait tg kigw mgre 
abgnt y gn! Dgi't get cgicenited! k was jnst wgiderniig why  a 
igvnice wnith snch lgw magnic pgwer wgnld stnill wait tg be a 
kinight! Th-That's what k'm cnrnigns abgnt!" 

"Say niig sgmethniig sg awfnl rnight tg my  face… nit feels 
sgmehgw refreshniig." 

Well  hnis stgry  wasi't really  wgrth hnidniig. kkkni was a lnittle 
embarrassed abgnt tellniig nit  bnt nif Stella waited tg kigw sg 



badly   he cgnldi't reject her. 

"There's a persgi k'm try niig tg reach." 

"A persgi? Dg y gn meai Samnrani Ry gnma?" 

A well-kigwi herg  whg aiy gie gf the unrggaie famnily  wgnld
emnlate―kkkni thgnght nit iatnral fgr that iame tg cgme np. 

"Yeah  exactly  sg. k've iever had taleit  sg my  pareits aid 
relatnives have spnried me sniice k was y gnig. Mniie's a 
lniieage gf herges stretchniig back geieratnigis  where 
taleitless chnildrei are a bnrdei. k wasi't allgwed tg 
partnicnipate nii my  famnily 's magnic lessgis. kistead gf a seat at 
New Year's partnies  k was lgcked np gnt gf snight every  tnime." 

「Ygn cai't dg aiy thniig  sg dgi't try .」 

ni hnis ffth bnirthday   thgse were the last wgrds kkkni's gwi 
father ever nttered tg hnim  aid after that iever spgke gr 
tnried a gaze tg hnim aganii. Sniice the vniews gf the famnily  
head shaped the whgle hgnsehgld  kkkni unrggaie was treated
as "gie whg dnidi't exnist" by  every gie else tgg. 

kt was paniifnl eigngh that he hgiestly  waited tg dnisappear. 

"Bnt at that tnime  Ry gnma-sai spgke tg me." 

Evei igw  kkkni unrggaie cgnld clearly  remember that sigwy  
day . kt was New Year's aid the whgle famnily  was gathered  
bnt the hglniday  meait igthniig tg kkkni. Hearniig cheerfnl 
langher despnite beniig lgcked away  made stay niig nii the hgnse
paniifnl  sg he sieaked gnt tg the mgnitanii behniid the famnily  
maisnigi. 

Aid… he lgst hnis way . The sni sggi set aid the anir grew cgld.
Geitle sigwfall tnried niitg a blnizzard. 

Ng gie came tg fid hnim. The reasgi was gbvnigns: whg'd help
a chnild that dnidi't exnist aiy way ? Evei nif kkkni frgze tg death  
ienither hnis pareits igr hnis relatnives wgnld grnieve. 

ki thnis famnily   gily  hnis snister wgnld be hnrt nif he dnied… bnt 
she was jnst gie persgi. 



As he thgnght that  he cgnldi't help bnt cry . Ngt becanse he 
had ig taleit  bnt becanse ig gie ever belnieved nii hnim. 

…kt was thei that Ry gnma unrggaie  ai elderly  mai wnith 
large bnnild aid whnite nimpernial mgnstache  appeared befgre 
kkkni. He sanid tg the cry niig kkkni―that kkkni shgnld chernish thgse 
tears. 

Thgse tears were prggf that kkkni hadi't gnivei np gi hnimself. 

「Lnistei bgy . Ygn're stnill a brat igw. Whei y gn grgw np  dgi't 
becgme a bgrniig adnlt lnike that lgt whg glgrnify  sgmethniig as 
pgniitless as taleit. Dgi't becgme a feeble adnlt whg gnives np
wnithgnt try niig aid calls nit matnrnity . Becgme ai adnlt whg 
walks sg far ahead they  cai't evei trace y gnr fggtsteps. A 
mai cai reach aiy  ggal nif he dgesi't gnive np. After all  
maikniid gice few tg the mggi despnite igt havniig wniigs.」 

The gld mai sanid thgse wgrds tg hnim wnith a y gnthfnl smnile  
aid brnshed gf the sigw that had settled gi kkkni's head. 

"k was… gverjgy ed. kt was the frst tnime sgmegie tgld me k 
dnidi't have tg gnive np gi my self. Thgngh k was a chnild  k kiew
that thgse were snimply  wgrds  aid that he wgnldi't 
gnaraitee aiy thniig abgnt my  fntnre." 

Bnt stnill  he was happy . Evei nif they  were jnst a few wgrds  he
felt trnly  saved. 

"Sg k decnided rnight thei. kf k have tg grgw np  k'll grgw np tg 
be lnike hnim. Aid nif k ever met sgmegie nii the same snitnatnigi  
thei nilnike my  pareits  k'd say  'Ygn dgi't have tg gnive np'  
aid pgniit gnt that pegple arei't jnst thenir taleits. k'll be ai 
adnlt whg carrnies that mai's wgrds tg gthers. k'm stnill igt 
gggd eigngh tg dg nit rnight igw  thgngh. k have tg be strgiger 
as strgig as he was  gr my  wgrds are igthniig mgre thai 
platnitndes frgm the weak. That's why  k cai't snimply  y nield nii a 
place lnike thnis. kf k wait tg be as strgig as Ry gnma unrggaie  
thei wniiiniig nii the Swgrd-Art Festnival nis the least k mnst dg." 



"…k see. Sg that's kkkni's dream." 

"Ygn thniik nit's hgpeless?" 

Bnll's-ey e. Stella's expressnigi clgnded awkwardly . She really  
thgnght kkkni's dream was wgiderfnl  bnt… tg attanii nit― 

"Ygn dgi't have tg say  nit  gr make that face enither. k kigw nit's 
igt sgmethniig k cai dg easnily . Bnt evei sg―Stella-sai  nif y gn 
had a dream y gn jnst cai't abaidgi  aid nif sgmegie tgld y gn
'kt's nimpgssnible fgr y gn  jnst gnive np'  thei… wgnld y gn 
meekly  agree?" 

"Ah―" 

Stella's ey es gpeied wnide. Her scarlet pnpnils shniied brnight  as
nif fially  niderstaidniig sgmethniig. As nif acceptniig sgmethniig.

"Hehe  hahaha." 

Stella's apglggetnic lggk vainished aid she bnrst gnt nii 
langhter. 

"Yes  that's rnight. k wgnldi't gnive np. Evei nif k'm bnrit badly   
why  shgnld k gnive np?" 

After hearniig kkkni's wgrds  Stella remembered that she was 
the same y ears agg. 

"Sg that's the reasgi. kt's trne  we dgi't ieed tg wgrry  gver 
reachniig gnr dreams. kf my  efgrts are nseless evei after k've 
gnivei my  all  thei that's that  bnt we cai't decnide they 're 
nseless befgre we evei try ." 

"Exactly . Ng matter hgw mnch k lack taleit  aid hgw maiy  
pegple say  k'm hgpeless  k wgi't gnive np gi my self becanse gf
that. Especnially  sniice k hate tg lgse." 

"Thgngh k dnidi't thniik there was sgmegie else whg hated tg 
lgse as mnch as k dg." 

Say niig that  Stella started tg langh aganii. kt was a langhter 
that sgnided very  snrprnised  bnt very  happy . 

She relaxed aid ranised her haids. 



"…Ahh  k lgst. k pnt y gn gi my  gwi snilly  scale gf prgdnigy  aid 
mednigcrnity   aid dnidi't see the real y gn. kt was nimpgssnible fgr 
me tg wnii wnith these presnmptngns  half-hearted feelniigs nii 
the frst place. kt's my  cgmplete defeat  kkkni." 

ki speakniig thgse wgrds  Stella felt sgmewhat lniberated. She 
had ig mgre dgnbts abgnt unrgig's advnice. kkkni was a persgi 
whg shared the same spnirnit  aid he was strgiger―that was 
exactly  why  she cgnld leari frgm hnim  aid nif she fgllgwed hnim
she'd snrely  becgme strgiger herself. Wnith hgiest cgivnictnigi 
frgm the bgttgm gf her heart  Stella was thaikfnl fgr meetniig 
kkkni. Hgw cgnld she igt be  whei she crgssed the wgrld fgr 
thnis? 

Aid kkkni  after seeniig her brnight expressnigi  felt that Stella 
had cgme tg niderstaid hnim. She seemed satnisfed wnith hnis 
replnies. ki that case― 

"Thei  sniice we've reached ai agreemeit here―shall we 
dniscnss that gther nimpgrtait matter?" 

"Hnh? Whnich gie?" 

"Well  k meai… k wgi the dnel  rnight?" 

"nf cgnrse. Evei thgngh k hate tg lgse  k'm igt sg 
nireasgiably  stnbbgri that k'll deiy  nit whei nit happeis." 

"Thei that meais Stella-sai nis my  slave frgm igw gi  rnight?" 

"…Eh?" 

Stella's ey es snddeily  grew bnig  lnike a dgve shgt wnith a pellet.

"Dgi't y gn remember we made a bet? Whgever lgses wnill 
snbmnit tg the wniiier  aid gbey  aiy  kniid gf grder." 

kistaitly   Stella's cgmplexnigi weit bgnilniig red  thei paled tg 
blnnish whnite. kt seemed she cgmpletely  fgrggt abgnt the deal 
becanse sg maiy  thniigs had happeied. 

"Sg sniice k wgi  let's get started rnight away ―" 

"Wh  th-th-that was  that! A f-fgnre gf wg-wg-wgrds  aid  
lnike  k jnst ggt tgg excnited  aid…!" 



"Hmm  k wgider what k'll demaid frst. Ygn'll lnistei tg 
aiy thniig  rnight?" 

"A-A-Aiy thniig!? N-Ng  th-that's  th-th-that's  k dnid say  k'll dg 
aiy thniig  bnt aiy thniig's igt alrnight! Tgtally  igt alrnight  
rnight!?" 

Stella dgve niitg a cgrier gf her bed aid cgvered herself wnith 
blaikets  as nif try niig tg hnide frgm kkkni. What dnid she say  
abgnt igt beniig nireasgiably  stnbbgri? 

"Eh? Thei Stella-sai  y gn're ggniig back gi y gnr wgrd?" 

"Ugh…." 

"Well  nif y gn're that niwnillniig  nit's gkay . Ahh  k gness 
Vermnillnigi's nimpernial famnily  cai't keep nits prgmnises?" 

"Aa  ngh…." 

"kt's a bnit dnisappgniitniig." 

"Wa-Wanit a mniinte!" 

As expected  Stella reacted tg kkkni's shameless tanitniig. 
Creepniig gnt gf the blaikets  she glared at kkkni wnith half-
cry niig ey es. 

"Whg say s we cai't keep them!? Fni-Fniie! k'll becgme y gnr 
slave gr dgg! k'll dg whatever y gn wait! k'll dg niideceit thniigs
tgg! Ygn pervert! kdnigt! k hate y gn!" 

"Ygn came np wnith thnis aid igw y gn're mad abgnt nit!?" 

…Well, maybe I was a bit too mean. 

kkkni waited tg chastnise Stella fgr speakniig carelessly  aid 
bettniig herself sg easnily   bnt he seemed tg have gverdgie nit. 
Frgm the begniiiniig  he iever niiteided tg make Stella hnis 
slave. Hnis real reqnest was― 

"Thei here's ai grder. Stella-sai  be my  rggmmate." 

―fgr them tg lnive nii thnis rggm tggether. 

"Eh… that's… that's all?" 



"Yeah. k was thniikniig whnile we fgnght that we mnight be able 
tg have a peacefnl relatnigishnip  aid k waited tg becgme 
frnieids wnith Stella-sai tgg. Rather thai ai grder  nit's mgre 
lnike a wnish." 

kkkni waited tg kigw mgre  aid mgre deeply   abgnt thnis gnirl 
whgse spnirnit resembled hnis gwi. At hnis wgrds― 

"Fnah…." 

―the gnirl whg was thniikniig the exact same thniig felt her 
branii bgnil gver. 

"Y-Ygn  jn-jnst… jnst what are y gn… callniig me pretty … aid 
that y gn wait tg be frnieids… tg ai nimarrnied prniicess lnike 
nit's igthniig. Really   y gn really  have ig delnicacy  at all…." 

May be she cgnldi't lggk np stranight at kkkni aiy mgre. Evei her
ears were dy ed red as she averted her gaze. ni the gther 
haid  kkkni tggk that reactnigi as aiger. 

"Ah  th-thei y gn dgi't wait tg? Makniig y gn lnive tggether wnith
a bgy   sgrry  fgr say niig sgmethniig sg rnde. Let's gg fid the 
chanirmai. kf we beg  k thniik she cai maiage at least aigther 
rggm―" 

"Wanit!" 

Stella grabbed kkkni as he was abgnt tg leave. 

"…kt's fie." 

"Eh?" 

"k-k sanid… k dgi't mniid nit!" 

"Eh? kt's really  gkay ?" 

"k-k'll tell y gn thnis  bnt nit's gily  becanse nit's ai grder! k'll be 
trgnbled nif y gn thniik Vermnillnigi rgy alty  are lniars. That's all  k 
say ! k-kt's igt lnike k-k'm dgniig thnis becanse k wait tg be frnieids
wnith y gn evei thnis mnch!" 

Stella stggd np after thrgwniig glaices all gver the place. She 
really  expressed nit nii a rgnidabgnt way … bnt kkkni niderstggd 



that she was cgiseitniig. That made hnim very  happy . 

"Thei let's get algig frgm igw gi  Stella-sai." 

"…kt cai't be helped  sg k'll be nii y gnr care… hmph!" 

Stella shggk hnis haid whnile lggkniig the gther way . Her haid 
was far smaller thai he had nimagniied  aid far warmer. 

Jnst as they  fially  wgrked gnt the rggmmate nissne  the 
dgrmnitgry  bell raig. kt was the snigial fgr enight g'clgck. 

"Ugh  nit seems lnike k slept qnnite a bnit. Gness nit's tgg late igw."

"ks there sgmethniig niicgiveinieit abgnt enight g'clgck?" 

"The dniiniig halls here clgse at enight. What am k ggniig tg dg 
abgnt dniiier?" 

The curfew is at nine. I guess I should go to the supermarket and buy 
something. But my body hurts after using Ittou Shura, so I really don't want 
to cook…. 

kt was scary  tg thniik what wgnld happei nif he slniced gf a 
figer. kkkni fglded hnis arms nii wgrry   bnt Stella prgpgsed a 
sglntnigi wnith a straigely  excnited vgnice. 

"k-kf that's all  thei k'll make sgmethniig." 

"Eh? ks that gkay ?" 

"k meai  kkkni nis… my  ma-master thgngh k'm very  relnctait 
abgnt nit… aid nit's a manid's dnty  tg cggk whei the master 
waits a meal." 

"…Erm  cai't we jnst fgrget all the talk abgnt beniig master 
aid slave?" 

"Th-That's ig gggd! Rgy alty  iever break a prgmnise! S-Sg stgp
beniig relnctait aid let me serve y gn!" 

What ai gntragegnsly  great manid she was. Aid tg be hgiest  
kkkni was at that age whei a gnirl's hgmemade cggkniig was 
rather appealniig. 

"k niderstaid. Thei let's gg tg the iearby  snpermarket 
tggether. k'll at least dg the bny niig  Stella-sai." 



"Mn―" 

…Huh? Why's she pouting this time? 

"…That's igt allgwed." 

"That  beniig?" 

"That 'Stella-sai' thniig. kkkni nis the master here  aid gi tgp gf 
that y gn're glder  sg nit's wenird fgr y gn tg add ai hgigrnifc. Say 
nit wnithgnt the '-sai'." 

"Err… k shgnldi't. k meai  Stella-sai nis really  a prniicess…." 

"Aid whg nis nit that waits tg be frnieids wnith thnis prniicess?" 

"Uh…." 

"ksi't nit wenird fgr frnieids tg be sg fgrmal?" 

Well  that's niideed the case  bnt― 

"ksi't nit wenirder fgr frnieids tg be master aid slave?" 

"Thnis nis gie nissne  that nis aigther." 

"Eeeeehhh!?" 

"ki aiy  case!" 

Stella pgniited a figer  *stab!*  at the tnip gf kkkni's igse. 

"k wgi't reply  nif y gn dgi't call me Stella." 

She declared nit nii ai adgrably  aigry  way   bnt at the same 
tnime she sgnided qnnite embarrassed. kkkni dnidi't wait tg 
address a prniicess nii ai nifttniig maiier… bnt nit was trne 
they  shgnld becgme frnieids  sg refnsniig her igw wgnld be 
bad tgg. 

"…Heh. k get nit  Stella." 

ki the eid  kkkni gave nii. nr rather  Stella had beei leadniig 
hnim thrgngh the cgiversatnigi fgr a whnile igw. What ai 
gntragegnsly  great manid she was! 

"Yeah. Thei let's gg  kkkni! k stnill dgi't kigw mnch abgnt Japai 
sg be snre tg escgrt me prgperly ." 



"Yes  y es." 

Bnt evei thgngh he called her iame wnith ig fgrmalnity  at all  
nif nit made her sg happy   he'd have tg speak thnis way  frgm 
igw gi. Captnivated by  Stella's smnile  kkkni arrnived at that 
cgiclnsnigi wnith a grnii gf hnis gwi. 



Chapter 2: Visitor from that Former
Home

Part 1

ni ai early  mgriniig nii stnill-chnilly  Aprnil  twg fgnres stggd 
gntsnide Hagni Academy . nie was kkkni unrggaie; he was 
wearniig a jersey  aid staidniig nii frgit gf the manii gate  
snippniig frgm a spgrts drniik bgttle whnile mgvniig hnis shgnlders 
np aid dgwi lnightly . The gther was Stella Vermnillnigi; she was 
qnnite a dnistaice away  aid paitniig frgm fatnigne  rniiniig 
tgwards the manii gate. 

kkkni had ig magnic taleit sg he set niiteise traniiniig rgntniies 
fgr hnimself  aid rai abgnt tweity  knilgmeters every  mgriniig 
tg maniitanii hnis phy snical ftiess. Thgse tweity  knilgmeters 
werei't sgme lnight jgggniig; he sprniited at fnll speed aid 
chaiged the rhy thm gftei tg stranii hnis heart aid lnigs. 
Stella  whg had becgme hnis rggmmate three day s agg  alsg 
jgniied hnim nii thnis danily  rgntniie. 

ni the frst day   Stella cgllapsed algig the rgad. ni the 
secgid  she threw np. Becanse gf that  kkkni started tg match 
hnis pace fgr tgday   the thnird day . 

"Dnidi't k say  igt tg mniid me!?" 

Bnt whei he drgpped hnis speed  Stella shgnted at kkkni wnith ai
niiteisnity  he hadi't seei befgre  sg he rai as nsnal tgday  tgg. 
Aid tgday   thgngh there was qnnite a delay   she made snre tg 
reach hnim. 

…As I thought, Stella really is amazing. 

As she staggered tg the gate  kkkni admnired Stella's fgnre. She
pgssessed great taleit nii magnic  bnt alsg traniied herself 



phy snically . He had tg ackigwledge that she cgitniined tg 
nimprgve wnithgnt rely niig sglely  gi her taleit. 

"Haa  haaaa―! Ggggaaal…." 

"Well dgie." 

"k-k'm fie… th-thnis mnch nis―" 

She was sg exhansted that her clgthes were damp wnith 
sweat. That was sgme amazniig wnillpgwer. kkkni watched Stella 
breathe heavnily   aid gfered her the beverage he had jnst 
beei cgisnmniig. 

"Here  wait sgme?" 

Stella stared at the bgttle wnith a bewnildered expressnigi. 

"Eh  that's… niidnirect kniss…." 

"What's wrgig? …nh  sgrry . Ygn cai't take a bgttle that a bgy  
nsed." 

"k-k dnidi't say  aiy thniig was wrgig wnith nit! Jnst the gppgsnite!" 

"nppgsnite?" 

"N-N-Ngthniig  y gn nidnigt! Gnive nit tg me!" 

Ah, of all places, she drank from where I put my mouth. 

Stella tggk the bgttle wnith her face evei redder thai rniiniig 
had made nit  aid kkkni wasi't fast eigngh pgniitniig that gnt. 
Feelniig apglggetnic  he dncked away  frgm Stella's gaze tg lggk
at Hagni Academy 's manii gate  where there was a snigibgard
niidnicatniig the npcgmniig schggl fgrmalnitnies. 

"The gpeiniig ceremgiy   fially ." 

kt wgnld be deeply  persgial fgr kkkni. Last y ear had passed hnim
by   bnt thnis y ear was dnifereit becanse unrgig Shniignnjni  the 
iew bgard chanirmai  was gnivniig all stndeits the chaice tg 
leari. He cgnld feel hnis aitnicnipatnigi rnisniig. Aid alsg― 

"Ygn lggk pretty  happy   kkkni." 

"Dg k? Actnally   there's sgmegie k wait tg meet." 



"…k dgi't snppgse y gn're talkniig abgnt a gnirl?" 

Huh? I feel killing intent. 

"Umm  nit's trne she's a gnirl  bnt―" 

"Farewell." 

"Wanit  wanit! Pnt dgwi Lævateniii aid lnistei tg the rest! k'm 
talkniig abgnt my  lnittle snister!" 

"Snister? Cgme tg thniik gf nit  y gn sanid sgmethniig abgnt a snister
dnrniig the dnel." 

"Yeah. She's eiterniig as a frst-y ear. k havei't cgitacted her 
after rniiniig away  frgm hgme  sg k'm kniida happy  tg see her 
after sg lgig." 

She was a gnirl wnith snilver twnii-tanils  alway s fgllgwniig kkkni 
argnid wnith small nisteady  steps. She was a spgniled aid 
lgiely  cry -baby   bnt alsg hnis cnte lnittle snister whg hadi't 
scgried hnim whei hnis brgther  mgther  father  aid relatnives 
all dnid. Fgr kkkni  Shniznkn unrggaie was hnis gily  famnily . Hgw 
mnch had she grgwi nii fgnr y ears? 

"k'm lggkniig fgrward tg nit." 

"k have gie qnestnigi abgnt that snister. Ygn're snre she's 
actnally  cgiiected by  blggd  rnight?" 

"nh  she's jnst a igrmal blggd-related sniblniig y gn'd fid nii 
aiy  famnily . Why ?" 

"Thei k'll fgrgnive y gn." 

Why  was he beniig fgrgnivei? kkkni dnidi't qnnite get nit  bnt hnis 
pglnicy  was tg avgnid thniigs he cgnldi't niderstaid. kkkni lggked
at the snigibgard aganii aid thgnght abgnt the day s tg cgme. 
The fghts that decnided the rnight tg perfgrm at the Sevei 
Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival that were abgnt tg begnii. 



Part 2

"nkay ☆! Tg all the iew stndeits  cgigratnlatnigis gi gettniig 
nii―♥!" 

*Bang!* Staidniig gi the platfgrm nii frgit gf the stndeits  a 
y gnig teacher greeted every gie wnith a shgt gf cgifettni aid a
bnig smnile. 

"k'm Ynnrni nrekni  the persgi nii charge gf Year nie Class nie. 
kt's my  frst tnime teachniig hgmerggm  sg k'd be very  happy  nif 
y gn call me Ynnrni-chai☆ aid treat me as a frnieid―♪" 

Thenir schggl day s were startniig qnnite lnightheartedly . Stella  
snittniig nii a ienighbgrniig desk as nif lniiked tg kkkni by  fate  
grnmbled at nrekni's mainic eithnsniasm. 

"…She seems exhanstniig." 

"Haha  that's trne  bnt she's a gggd teacher." 

"Ygn kigw her?" 

"Well  a lnittle bnit." 

kkkni smniled  aid tnried hnis atteitnigi back tg the teacher's 
speech. 

"Sniice tgday 's the frst day   there arei't aiy  lessgis! Bnt k dg 
have sgmethniig tg share abgnt the represeitatnive selectnigi 
battles fgr the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival. Every gie  cai 
y gn take gnt y gnr stndeit datapads?" 

As niistrncted  kkkni tggk gnt a palm-snized lniqnnid cry stal 
termniial frgm hnis breast pgcket. The Hagni Academy  stndeit
pad was ai all-nii-gie tggl that cgnld be nsed as kD  wallet  
cell-phgie  niiteriet termniial  aid mnch mgre. 

"nkay   lnike Mniss Dnirectgr sanid nii the gpeiniig ceremgiy   
Hagni Academy  was nsniig ai attrnibnte scgre sy stem tg 
select the Festnival represeitatnive np nitnil last y ear  rnight? Bnt
frgm thnis y ear fgrward  selectnigi by  attrnibnte scgres has beei



abglnished! The sy stem was chaiged tg a tgnriameit wnith the
whgle schggl partnicnipatniig  aid snix pegple wnill be chgsei 
based gi resnlts frgm actnal battles! Wgw  vnigleice! The 
selectnigi battle execntnive cgmmnittee wnill seid messages tg 
y gnr datapads  sg y gn shgnld cgme tg the desnigiated place 
whei the dates aid tnimes are cgifrmed  gkay ? kt's a lgss by  
defanlt nif y gn dgi't cgme  sg be carefnl―♥" 

Stella snddeily  ranised her haid. 

"Seiseni[1  1  ]  ." 

"Non non. kf y gn dgi't call me Ynnrni-chai☆ thei k wgi't reply ." 

"…Yn-Ynnrni-chai." 

"Yay ! What nis nit  Stella-chai?" 

"Hgw maiy  matches wnill these selectnigi battles niivglve?" 

"k'm igt snre  bnt each stndeit shgnld gg thrgngh rgnghly  tei
matches gr mgre. After the matches start  y gn'll definitely  
have gie match every  three day s  sg be ready ―♪" 

kkkni felt a bnit relnieved after hearniig that  sniice kttgn Shnra's 
gice-a-day  lnimnit made cgisecntnive battles qnnite severe. Bnt 
whnile thnis arraigemeit was gggd fgr kkkni  nit was mnch less 
cgiveinieit fgr hnis fellgw stndeits. 

"Hey   y gn cai't be sernigns." 

"Tgg trgnblesgme~. Thei k wgi't be able tg gg gnt!" 

"k dgi't really  wait tg partnicnipate nii the Festnival aiy way ." 

Dnispleased vgnices sgnided acrgss the classrggm  bnt gf 
cgnrse igt every gie was as niiterested nii the Swgrd-Art 
Festnival as kkkni. Fgr gie thniig  nillnsnigiary  fgrms werei't nsed 
there  makniig the fghts daigergns. Sgme pegple dnidi't wait 
tg rnisk niijnry  jnst tg ranise thenir raikniigs. Gradnatniig 
peacefnlly  aid acqnnirniig mage-kinight qnalnifcatnigi  fidniig a 
hnigh-salary  jgb aid atteidniig tg nit wnith igrmal 
dnilnigeice―there were maiy  stndeits whg sgnght that 
stranight a path. 



nie gf thgse stndeits spgke np. 

"Are there aiy  peialtnies fgr lgsniig gr abstaniiniig?" 

"Ngpe~♪ There's ig peialty   aid ig black marks gi y gnr 
grades enither  bnt there are bginses nif y gn wnii~☆ Aid gf 
cgnrse  y gn cai alsg abstanii  aid pegple whg arei't 
niiterested nii jgniiniig the Festnival shgnld wrnite the execntnive 
cgmmnittee a manil say niig they  wgi't partnicnipate. Ygn'll be 
remgved frgm the rgster nimmedniately . Bnt y gn kigw…." 

nrekni lggked at kkkni's dnirectnigi fgr a mgmeit  aid smniled 
geitly . 

"Evei nif nit mnight be very  tgngh  k stnill thniik thnis nis a wgiderfnl 
sy stem that gnives each gf y gn ai eqnal chaice tg wnii the 
Swgrd-Art Festnival aid becgme a Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig. 
That's why  k wait y gn all tg partnicnipate ambnitnignsly  nif y gn cai.
k'm snre every gie wnill treasnre the expernieice." 

kkkni igdded gratefnlly  at the gaze animed tgwards hnim. He 
kiew nrekni frgm whei she was hnis eitraice examniier  aid 
he was igw atteidniig Hagni becanse she evalnated kkkni 
prgperly . 

As hnis mniid waidered tgward that eveit frgm a y ear agg  he 
recalled sgmethniig. 

Wait, doesn't Oreki-sensei― 

"Sg every gie  please dg y gnr best frgm igw gi! LET'S ALL 
ABUUAAABUFUUU!!!" 
―have ai extremely  weak bgdy ? Bnt by  the tnime he 
remembered nit  nrekni was already  vgmnitniig blggd gitg the 
fggr. 

"Yn-Ynnrni-chaaaaai!?" 

Hnis classmates screamed at the brnight red explgsnigi frgm the
teacher's mgnth  aid kkkni jnmped frgm hnis seat tg snppgrt 
nrekni. 

"Ah  she's gkay   she's gkay . Every gie please calm dgwi. Ygn 



dgi't have tg wgrry  sg mnch. nrekni-seiseni nis jnst very  
nihealthy ." 

"Ng  that's wgrry niig tgg! Hgw cai there be sg mnch blggd!?" 

Cgnghniig vnigleitly   nrekni shgwed her dnistressed stndeits a 
fragnile smnile. 

"nh  k'm qnnite fie  as unrggaie-kni sanid. Ygnr teacher… has 
beei spewniig a lniter gf blggd each day  sniice she was a 
chnild…." 

"What's fie abgnt that!?" 

"…Well  k've beei lnivniig wnith thnis bgdy  fgr gver tweity  y ears. 
kt'll be fie aganii nii a week. Haha… amazniig  nisi't nit?" 

kkkni snighed. 

"Please dgi't be prgnd gf sgmethniig sg sad. Erm  k'll take her 
tg the inrse fgr igw  sg why  dgi't y gn gny s cleai np the pggl
gf blggd gver here?" 

"Ggtcha. Leave that tg ns!" 

After seeniig a peach-blgide gnirl igd  kkkni leaied nrekni gi hnis 
shgnlder aid headed tgwards the niifrmary . 

ni the way   he asked hnis teacher abgnt sgmethniig that had 
beei wgrry niig hnim fgr a whnile. 

"nrekni-seiseni  y gn seem tg be nii qnnite the mggd tgday . Was 
that tg welcgme the niicgmniig stndeits?" 

*Cough cough* "…Yes  nit's the gpeiniig day  after all… sg tg 
cgigratnlate every gie aid fre np thenir spnirnit  k pnshed 
my self." 

Sg that was why   as he thgnght. kt was sgmethniig hnis geitle 
teacher wgnld dg. 

"nrekni-seiseni  there's sgmethniig nimpgrtait k'd lnike tg say ." 

"What nis nit?" 

"k thniik y gn eided np dnistnrbniig them niistead." 



"Urgh…." 

kt was harsh  bnt nit was fgr her gwi gggd. Pegple had tg act 
thenir age. 



Part 3

"Seiseni say s we cai jnst gg hgme tgday ." 

The frst hgmerggm gf the y ear eided wnith kkkni delniverniig 
that message. 

Guess I'll go look for Shizuku? I shouldn't remain here much longer anyway. 

He had beei feelniig cgifnsed gazes sniice the class started  
frgm pegple wgiderniig hgw tg deal wnith hnim. nrekni had 
cgllapsed befgre the stndeits cgnld share niitrgdnctnigis  bnt 
ig dgnbt they  already  kiew he was repeatniig thnis grade 
level. 

Maybe I acted more openly than I should've. 

Mniidniig hnis classmates' feelniigs  kkkni tnried tg leave  bnt― 

"Seipani[  1  2]  !" 

"Whga!" 

―gie gf hnis female classmates grabbed gitg hnim. kt canght 
Stella's atteitnigi nimmedniately . 

"Wha―!? W-Wanit a mniinte! What's ggniig gi here  kkkni!" 

"That's what k wait tg kigw! H-Hey   what are y gn dgniig sg 
snddeily ?" 

"Ah  whei k realnized k fially  had a chaice tg speak tg Seipani 
prgperly   k ggt tgg excnited aid… please excnse me." 

The cnte peach-blgide gnirl apglggnizniig tg hnim was the same 
gnirl whg had agreed tg cleai np. Lnickniig her lnips cntely   she 
separated frgm kkkni. 

"k'm uagamni unsakabe. k'm a hnnnnge fai gf y gnrs~!" 

"Fai?" 

The wgrld held Blazers nii hnigh regard  aid mage-kinights were
alway s at the ceiter gf atteitnigi. Thnis niiclnded stndeit 



kinights  aid there were evei thgse lnike Stella whg the mednia 
watched wnith niiterest. ki addnitnigi  the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art 
Festnival  the hnighest battle fgr stndeits  was brgadcast all 
gver the cgnitry  vnia the Net. kt wasi't rare fgr stndeits tg 
eirgll niitg the academy  after becgmniig a fai gf gie gf thgse 
celebrnitnies. 

Bnt… that had igthniig tg dg wnith kkkni  sg he tnilted hnis head nii 
cgifnsnigi after hearniig thnis respgise. 

"k dgi't thniik k've dgie aiy thniig tg deserve fais. May be 
y gn're cgifnsniig me wnith sgmegie else?" 

"nh please  Seipani! Try niig tg play  dnmb  y gn~. k'm talkniig 
abgnt thnis  y gn kigw?" 

kkkni wasi't try niig tg play  dnmb  bnt whei he saw the datapad
uagamni preseited  hnis tgigne ggt stnck nii hnis thrgat. Stella  
whg was alsg lggkniig at the dnisplay   crnied gnt nii snrprnise. 

"Hey   nisi't that gnr dnel!?" 

"Cgnld nit be that Seipani aid Stella-chai actnally  dnidi't kigw?
Nenither gf y gn lggk gi the Net at all?" 

"Yeah  k'm igt gggd wnith machniies aid stnf." 

"k dgi't keep np wnith that. Aid k dgi't have a cgmpnter 
enither." 

"Hnh  gh well. Thnis was nplgaded tg a vnideg sharniig snite 
nimmedniately  after y gn twg finished y gnr dnel. kt cansed qnnite 
a stnir. Every gie kigws abgnt nit  rnight?" 

All the classmates whg were lnisteiniig tg thenir cgiversatnigi 
igdded. 

"Yep  k saw that vnideg." 

"Aid a tgi gf artnicles ggt pgsted. Shgnldi't mgst pegple kigw
gf nit?" 

"k saw nit tgg. k waited tg ask abgnt a lgt gf thniigs  bnt y gn're 
a y ear glder  sg nit was hard tg speak gnt. Hahaha…." 



So that's the real reason for the gazes I felt before? 

"Ah… k'm sgrry  fgr trgnblniig y gn. Bnt nit's gkay  tg talk tg me 
igrmally   sniice we're classmates aid all." 

"Really !?" 

All the gnirls nii the class apprgached hnim niistaitly . 

"Thaik gggdiess! Thaik y gn very  mnch  unrggaie-sai!" 

"k've beei waitniig tg talk tg unrggaie-sai ever sniice k saw 
that match!" 

"Me tgg! k meai  y gn were sg cggl!" 

"Erm  unrggaie-seipani. kf nit's igt a bgther  cgnld y gn teach 
me swgrdsmaishnip? k wait tg be strgiger lnike y gn!" 

"Ah! That's nifanir! k waited tg ask that!" 

kkkni pleaded wnith the cheerniig gnirls whgse ey es all glgwed 
wnith afectnigi aid respect. 

"W-Wanit a mniinte. k dnid say  nit was gkay  tg talk freely   bnt nit's 
cgifnsniig nif y gn all cgme at me lnike that." 

Sniice kkkni speit all hnis lenisnre tnime traniiniig niistead gf 
niiteractniig wnith the gppgsnite sex  gf cgnrse he'd be 
nicgmfgrtable. Gnirls hnis age had iever apprgached hnim lnike 
thnis  aid the admniratnigi sparklniig nii thenir ey es made nit all the
mgre embarrassniig. 

uagamni gniggled at hnis expressnigi. 

"ks beniig pgpnlar that snrprnisniig? Seipani  y gn're sernignsly  the
ceiter gf atteitnigi rnight igw. Especnially  frgm the female 
pgpnlatnigi  accgrdniig tg my  data!" 

"Eh? W-Why ?" 

"k meai  arei't y gn lnike  sn~per strgig? Gnirls whg anim tg be 
mage-kinights all lgve strgig gny s. Aid evei thgngh y gn're 
that strgig  y gn're called a Faniled uinight. Sgmethniig sg 



my sternigns seids the heart racniig. Bnt mgst nimpgrtaitly   
Seipani  y gn have snch ai adgrable face―" 

"k-k dgi't really  thniik that's trne thgngh." 

"Aid that trgnbled face alsg pnshes a gnirl's material niistniicts
hard―" 

At uagamni's wgrds  the gnirls snrrgnidniig hnim all cheered 
"Rnight! Rnight!" aid "Evei thgngh he's glder  he's sg cnte!" 

C-Cute? I know my face isn't too manly, but being labeled cute by girls 
younger than me… as a guy, that gives me complicated feelings! 

Well  beniig lniked was way  better thai beniig hated. kkkni 
thgnght that wnith a smnile  whei uagamni snddeily  grabbed hnis
rnight haid. 

"ua-uagamni-sai!?" 

After latchniig gi  uagamni came tg pgniit-blaik raige aid 
pleaded wnith teary  ey es. 

"Sg  Seipani. k have a bnig favgr tg ask my  snper pgpnlar 
seinigr. Wgi't y gn lnistei tg y gnr cnte jninigr's reqnest~?" 

"W-What nis nit? kf k cai help… thei k'll try  tg…?" 

"Yay ~♪ Thaik y gn sg mnch! Actnally   k was thniikniig gf 
startniig a iewspaper clnb  the Hagni Hnigh Schggl Wall 
Newspaper  aid k waited tg pnt every thniig abgnt y gn nii the 
frst nissne! The tnitle wgnld be… that's rnight  hgw abgnt 『The 
Menacing Ambush! The Rumored Supernova 
Conquered!』  gr sgmethniig lnike that?" 

She waited tg wrnite thnis terrnible stgry  evei wnith Stella 
staidniig rnight here? kkkni brgke niitg a sweat aid lggked tg hnis 
snide. 

"ng~h. ksi't nit great? Beniig sg pgpnlar. That stgry   why  igt 
help her wnith nit? Seipani." 

Stella had ai niicrednibly  sgnr expressnigi  bnt gf cgnrse she 
wgnldi't be happy  abgnt her defeat becgmniig a iews artnicle.



kkkni dnidi't have the cgnrage tg accept after seeniig her face. 

"k'm really  sgrry   bnt k'm igt nsed tg that kniid gf thniig." 

Bnt uagamni dnidi't retreat gie step  aid grabbed kkkni's arm 
evei mgre tnightly . 

"kt's fie! k'll geitly  lead y gn thrgngh nit~" 

*Squish* She pressed kkkni's arm aganiist her breasts  aid a 
sweet feelniig nimmedniately  rai thrgngh hnis bgdy . 





 

"Wha… erm… unsakabe-sai." 

"Please dgi't treat me lnike a straiger. uagamni nis fie. ksi't gnr
relatnigishnip lnike that~?" 

What kind of relationship do we suddenly have? Didn't we just meet? 

"uagamni-sai  err  let gg a lnittle. kt's tgnchniig." 

"nh really ? Tgnchniig? What nis?" 

Dnid uagamni igt realnize nit? She blniiked  bnt after realnizniig 
kkkni's arm was gi her chest  she grasped the snitnatnigi aid 
revealed her deepest thgnghts wnith ai amazniigly  evnil grnii. 

"Ng way   k wgi't let gg nitnil y gn agree tg ai niitervniew~" 

She pressed herself aganiist hnim evei harder. 

"Waaah!" 

"Tell me all… abgnt… y gn…♡" 

A sweet vgnice mnrmnrniig  a warm snigh brnshniig hnis 
ear―these were bgth tg banit kkkni  aid he kiew nit. 

…C-Cute! 

Bnt kkkni was a mai after all. Hgw cgnld he stay  calm wnith a 
cnte y gnig gnirl apprgachniig hnim sg aggressnively ? Evei 
thgngh he kiew she was leadniig hnim gi  her assertnive appeal
gverwhelmed hnim. 

Stella's patnieice fially  hnit rgck bgttgm after seeniig kkkni nii 
that state. 

"Hey  kkkni―!" 

What was he actniig sg lgvestrnck fgr!? Thnis mniserable 
persgi! She trnied tg rebnke kkkni lnike that. 

"Hey  Seipani  we alsg wait a chat wnith y gn." 

Bnt befgre she cgnld  ai niisgleit vgnice lnike that gf a fergcnigns
beast ernpted wnithgnt try niig tg hnide nits hgstnilnity . 



Part 4

Fnive wnild-ey ed bgy s pnshed thrgngh the rniig gf gnirls tg staid 
befgre kkkni  aid gie cgispnicngnsly  tall bgy  amgig them 
spgke wnith the gverpgwerniig vgnice frgm befgre. 

"Ygn seem tg be qnnite pgpnlar  bnt dgi't y gn thniik fnirtniig 
wnith all the chnicks nii class nis ggniig tgg far?" 

kkkni's mgigpgly  gver the gnirls was appareitly  gettniig gi the 
gny 's ierves  nif the venii pgppniig gi hnis temple was aiy  snigi. 
Thenir classmates dnidi't take tg that attnitnde  thgngh. 

"What's wnith y gn  Maiabe!? Are y gn jealgns?" 

"Dgi't start snlkniig jnst becanse y gn're igt pgpnlar! Ygn're 
the wgrst!" 

Thenir wgrds seemed tg set gf the rest gf the gny 's grgnp. 

"Whgre  what dnid y gn jnst say !? Dgi't gg spgntniig shnit at Ma-
kni!" 

Maiabe's fgllgwers were igw threateiniig the gnirls  bnt nif they 
waited tg pnick a fght  kkkni thgnght nit was best nif he remaniied
thenir target. He bgwed befgre them slnightly   try niig tg calm 
them dgwi. 

"kf k bgthered y gn  k'm sgrry  abgnt that. Cansniig a racket after
schggl certaniily  nisi't apprgprniate  lnike y gn sanid." 

"The hell nis thnis? Are y gn try niig tg play  deceit  y gn frand?" 

"Frand? What dg y gn meai?" 

"Evei nif y gn cai trnick these nidnigt gnirls  y gn cai't trnick me. 
There's ig way  ai F-Raik cai beat ai A-Raik. That match 
was prgbably  fake  tg get pgpnlar lnike thnis." 

"Err  k havei't trnicked aiy gie. Aid y gn're beniig rnde tg 
Stella." 

"Sg y gn're stnill say niig y gn beat ai A-Raik? That's pretty  



shameless. kf y gn're sg strgig  thei let's spar a lnittle rnight 
igw aid see." 

At hnis wgrds  the fve bgy s started tg cnircle kkkni lnike hy eias 
snrrgnidniig prey   aid the fgnr wnith Maiabe snmmgied thenir 
Devnices. uagamni y elled gnt at that snight. 

"Hey  wanit! Are y gn gny s sernigns!? Ygn'll be snspeided nif y gn 
nse Devnices here!" 

"Shnt np  bnitch! Get back nif y gn dgi't waiia get hnrt." 

Maiabe's fgnr fgllgwers nigigred her wariniig aid braidnished 
thenir weapgis. Jndgniig frgm thenir fergcnigns expressnigis  they  
werei't nsniig nillnsnigiary  fgrm. Bnt evei nii thnis snitnatnigi  kkkni 
held hnis cgmpgsnre aid trnied tg cgitrgl the snitnatnigi. 

"Ng  we cai't dg thnis here. As unsakabe-sai sanid  fghtniig nii 
the classrggm nis aganiist schggl rnles. nnr pgwers as stndeit 
kinights are restrnicted nii thnis academy   aid we're igt allgwed 
tg nse them gntsnide gf desnigiated zgies. kf y gn'd lnike tg fght 
let's gg sgmewhere else. k'll play  algig wnith y gn nitnil eveiniig 
nii gie gf the practnice felds." 

kkkni was say niig he cgnld spar at gie gf the traniiniig areias. 
He wgnld accgmpaiy  these bgy s evei thgngh they  werei't 
wgrth fghtniig aid he'd rather gg fid hnis snister. He was 
actniig as a seinigr  niidnlgniig hnis jninigrs. 

"Ygn bastard…." 

Yet aigther venii pgpped gi Maiabe's temple  becanse kkkni 
had made a blnider. What Maiabe aid hnis fgllgwers waited 
wasi't tg spar  bnt tg see ai F-Raik cgward crawl at thenir 
feet aid beg fgrgniveiess fgr nsniig decenit tg make hnimself 
pgpnlar wnith gnirls. kistead  thnis F-Raik sanid he waited tg fght
after swnitchniig lgcatnigis? That was pnre niisnlt. 

"Dgi't be cgcky   y gn dami repeater! Get hnim  gny s!" 

Huh? Did I say something wrong? 

kt was tgg late tg wgider. The bgy s cgnld ig lgiger be 



stgpped frgm try niig tg cnt kkkni dgwi  aid the gnirls screamed 
at the nifgldniig sceie. Thnis was ig lgiger a mess he cgnld 
resglve peacefnlly . kkkni snighed. He had tg nse fgrce igw. 

"Seipani! k'll vgnch fgr y gnr legnitnimate self-defeise  sg stgmp 
them gggd!" 

uagamni nrged hnim tg fght aid prgmnised tg absglve hnim nif the
schggl anthgrnitnies niivestnigated. That was a inice prgpgsal  
bnt― 

"Ng  there's ig ieed." 

Ng ieed  becanse he wgnldi't wnield hnis Devnice nii thnis scnfe.

ki ai niistait  kkkni fgcnsed hnis snight. He dnidi't ieed cglgr  sg 
kkkni cnt gf that detanil  aid seeniig the wgrld mgvniig nii gray   
he traisferred the acnnity  gf hnis cglgr seise tg hnis mgtnigi 
perceptnigi. As he dnid sg  the mgvemeits gf the wgrld argnid 
hnim slgwed. Thnis was ig specnial pgwer  jnst the bggst nii 
cgginitnigi that evei regnlar pegple wgnld recenive frgm 
daiger  except that kkkni cgnld actnivate nit cgiscnignsly  sniice  
gbvnignsly   he cgnldi't reach the level gf cgiceitratnigi 
ieeded tg wnii a fght nii nider a mniinte wnithgnt thnis sgrt gf 
abnilnity . 

The gray  wgrld argnid hnim slgwed aid dnimmed as nif sniikniig 
tg the bgttgm gf the sea  aid kkkni aialy zed hnis snrrgnidniigs. 
There were fgnr eiemnies tg hnis left  rnight  frgit aid back. 

The fastest would be the one wielding a Japanese sword and coming directly 
from the front. 

Seeniig that  kkkni geitly  nsed the back gf hnis empty  rnight haid
tg hnit the ceiter gf the swgrd  aid wnith a cgmpletely  relaxed 
mgtnigi  he chaiged the trajectgry  gf the swniig. 

"Eh―?" 

Snrprnise emerged gi the face gf the bgy  whg swnig the 
swgrd. Hnis blade few hgrnizgitally  past kkkni  aid at the same 
tnime  kkkni nsed gie leg tg trnip hnim. 



"Waaah!" 

As he trnipped  he crashed niitg hnis cgmpatrnigt cgmniig at kkkni 
frgm behniid wnith a lgigswgrd-shaped Devnice  aid they  bgth 
tnmbled crashniig niitg sgme iearby  desks. 

Twg dgwi. 

"Ygn sgi gf a bnininininitch!" 

"Dnininieeeee!" 

Twg bgy s gi hnis left aid rnight attacked hnim snimnltaiegnsly  
wnith axes. They  were bgth animniig fgr kkkni's head  sg 
respgidniig was snimple. 

"Hnp―" 

kkkni fglded hnis kiees aid dncked. A secgid later  the clear 
sgnid gf steel gi steel raig abgve hnim. That was the sgnid 
gf a clash betweei twg partnies gnivniig thenir fnll streigth. 

"Gaaaaaaaah!" 

Bgth bgy s fell screamniig. The jglt gf nimpact had cgmpletely  
inmbed thenir arms. 

nie left. 

"Sh-Shnit!" 

Maiabe's hanghtniiess was igwhere tg be fgnid. He cgnldi't 
cgmpreheid hgw hnis frnieids were defeated sg easnily   sg he 
snmmgied hnis Devnice nii cgifnsnigi. kt was a large-calniber 
revglver  ai ninsnal Devnice fgr ai Easterier  aid he animed 
the mnzzle at kkkni. He cgnld fre a magnic bnllet wnith jnst a 
sqneeze gf the trnigger. 

kkkni was already  mgvniig. He grabbed a eraser frgm 
sgmegie's desk clgse by  aid fnicked nit npward wnith hnis 
thnmb. The pniece gf rnbber hnit the cenilniig  bgniced dgwi  
aid―wedged nitself nii the space betweei the gni's hammer 
aid percnssnigi cap. 

Maiabe ranised a vgniceless scream as nif he saw a ghgst. kkkni 



had dnisabled the gni nii a tgtally  ninimagniiable way . 

kkkni stepped niitg the igw defeiseless Maiabe's blniid snide  
aid― 

*Bam!* 

―clapped hnis palms tggether befgre Maiabe's ey es. 

"Hnini―" 

Bnt that was eigngh. Thgngh kkkni had gily  clapped gice  
Maiabe fell dgwi gi hnis back aid stared at kkkni wnith 
tremblniig ey es. Aid why  igt? Rnight befgre thgse ey es  ai 
empty -haided F-Raik had defeated fve Devnice-wnieldniig 
Blazers lnike nit was igthniig. There was ig way  Maiabe wgnld 
have aiy  fght left nii hnim  sg kkkni dnidi't ieed tg gnive a 
finishniig blgw. Ng battle nsniig Devnices had happeied. Ng 
cgmbat had evei gccnrred. 

At that gntcgme  kkkni lggked dgwiwards wnith a smnile that 
accgrdniig tg unsakabe was snre tg spark a gnirl's femniiniie 
niistniicts. 

"Let's get algig  sniice we're ggniig tg be classmates fgr a 
whgle y ear." 

Maiabe cgnld gily  igd hnis tremblniig head. The classmates 
argnid them alsg stggd stniied after seeniig kkkni dnisable fve 
Blazers wnithgnt niijnry . 

"E-Eh? Stella  nisi't the mggd a bnit tgg cgld?" 

"Natnrally ! What dg y gn thniik happeis whei y gn shgw gf sg 
mnch pgwer?" 

"Shgw gf? k thgnght k held back eigngh igt tg hnrt them 
thgngh." 

"ksi't that exactly  what every gie's sg snrprnised abgnt?" 

Stella snighed nii amazemeit. Bnt at that mgmeit― 

*Clap clap clap* 



Applanse came frgm the classrggm eitraice. Every gie 
tnried  wgiderniig whg nit was  aid saw a small gnirl staidniig 
nii the hall. She had shgrt snilver hanir aid jade-greei ey es  
shgwniig eigngh charm tg fascniiate every gie  aid she wgre 
a lnight smnile gi her fgwer bnd-lnike pniik lnips. 

"nverwhelmniig streigth that iever lets weaklniigs apprgach. 
That's jnst lnike y gn  ninini-sama[  1  3]  ." 

Her refied vgnice resgnided lnike sgig. 

ninini-sama. At that wgrd  kkkni's ey es wnideied. 

"Ygn cai't be…." 

Ng  he dnidi't ieed tg ask. The tgie  featnres  hanirsty le  aid 
every thniig else abgnt her had chaiged sg mnch  bnt gily  
gie persgi nii the wgrld called hnim sg. She was the sgle 
resnideit gf the vast unrggaie estate whg pnt hnim at ease  hnis
gie aid gily  lnittle snister that fgllgwed hnim argnid wnith small 
steps. 

"Shnizn…kn?" 

"Yes. kt's beei sg lgig  ninini-sama." 



Part 5

"Shniznkn!" 

kkkni rnshed gver tg hnis snister aid tggk her haids. 

"Wgw  nit's really  y gn! Ygn've grgwi np sg mnch  k dnidi't 
recgginize y gn!" 

"nf cgnrse  sniice we havei't met nii fgnr y ears. kt wgnld be 
mgre gdd nif k dnidi't chaige." 

"Ahaha  that's trne. Bnt stnill  k'm sg happy ! Tg thniik that 
Shniznkn wgnld cgme fgr me! k was ggniig tg lggk fgr y gn 
my self  bnt k had a bnit gf trgnble nii class aid―ig  that 
dgesi't evei matter  rnight? Sgrry   k'm gettniig tgg excnited." 

He waited tg say  maiy  thniigs  tg apglggnize fgr snddeily  
leavniig hgme  tg share hnis jgy  nii thnis reninigi. Bnt all thgse 
thniigs trnied tg leave hnis mgnth tggether  sg he cgnldi't speak
prgperly . kt was qnnite trgnblniig. 

"Hey  kkkni. Cgnld she be the snister y gn meitnigied thnis 
mgriniig?" 

Stella's qnestnigi was a lnifesaver  gnivniig kkkni a chaice tg pnll 
hnimself tggether. 

"Eh? Ah! Yes! Stella  k'll niitrgdnce her tg all gf y gn―" 

Bnt whei kkkni tnried tg the class  Shniznkn grabbed hnis sleeve 
tg draw hnis gaze back  aid pnlled hnim clgser. 

"ninini-sama… k've waited tg see y gn sg mnch…." 

Tgnchniig kkkni's cheeks  Shniznkn knissed hnim wnith pale pniik lnips.





At thnis heedlessly  pnblnic kniss  the rest gf the class screamed. 

"WHAT THE HELL―!?" 

"W-Wanit a mniinte! kkkni! Y-Y-Ygn! What dg y gn thniik y gn're 
dgniig!?" 

nf cgnrse  kkkni was the gie mgst cgifnsed abgnt gettniig 
knissed by  hnis lnittle snister. He qnnickly  remgved Shniznkn's haids
frgm hnis jacket. 

"k-k-k dgi't kigw what happeied enither! Shniznkn! Jnst igw  
what dnid y gn…!?" 

"What? …kt was a kniss  y gn kigw?" 

"k kigw that! k'm snrprnised becanse k'm tgtally  clear abgnt 
that! Bnt why  dnid y gn kniss me!?" 

"Dges there ieed tg be a reasgi? A kniss nis prggf gf deep lgve 
sgmethniig dgie evei by  pegple sharniig the shallgw  fckle  
aid crnde bgid gf rgmaitnic lgve  sg nisi't nit iatnral fgr 
sniblniigs gf the same blggd tg kniss? Rather  nit's gdd fgr them 
igt tg. Besnides  knissniig nis snimply  a greetniig nii gther 
cgnitrnies." 

"Eh? ks that trne? Stella  am k the wenird gie here?" 

"nf cgnrse igt! Why  are y gn fgllgwniig her pace!? Fnirst gf all  
mgnth-tg-mgnth nis ai niiexcnsable greetniig evei nii gther 
cgnitrnies! ks Japai a iatnigi where sniblniigs kniss!?" 

Thenir classmates recgniled at Stella's qnestnigi aid begai tg 
mntter amgig themselves. 

「Ng  that's definitely  wrgig.」 

「Tgtally  nimpgssnible.」 

「k'd thrgw np jnst thniikniig abgnt nit.」 

"nh  thei Shniznkn  y gn're the gie whg's wenird. The vgters 
were niainimgns." 

Shniznkn langhed sgftly  at that. 



"There's ig prgblem at all  ninini-sama  becanse they  are 
them  aid we are ns. k'm snre the sniblniig bgids gf every gie 
else here are as cgld as tnidra. nnr mgderi era nis snick lnike 
that. Bnt y gn aid k are dnifereit. Snch a kniss cai't evei 
express the lgve k've felt fgr fgnr lgig y ears. Evei nif we have 
sex rnight here  nit'd be ig mgre thai a greetniig." 

"LIKE HELL THAT'S POSSIBLE!!!" 

kt was gily  the frst pernigd gf the frst day  gf schggl  bnt Year 
nie Class nie fgnid themselves already  ninifed nii mniid aid 
spnirnit. 

"Ng  Shniznkn  what are y gn say niig!? Fgr a y gnig lady  tg say  
s-sex sg easnily   hgw nis that deceit!?" 

"kt's a jgke. Ygn're sg cnte  blnshniig lnike that." 

Whg… whg was thnis!? Shniznkn's eichaitniig smnile made kkkni 
break niitg a cgld sweat. The snister nii hnis memgrnies was 
terrnibly  shy  aid scared gf crgwds. Hgw nii the wgrld dnid she 
tnri gnt thnis way ? 

"Well thei  ninini-sama  let's pnt thgse trnivnial thniigs asnide. 
Please feel mgre gf me  aid let me feel mgre gf y gn tgg." 

Shniznkn sanid that  aid her arms wrapped argnid kkkni's ieck 
lnike whnite serpeits. Her jade ey es  havniig igt fallei gi 
aiy gie else sniice she eitered the classrggm  shniied at kkkni 
lnike thgse gf a bnird gf prey . 

"These fgnr y ears  k've beei sg lgiely …." 

"Wa…ah!" 

Her pniik lnips came iear fgr a secgid kniss. Thnis was bad. 
Ggniig aiy  farther was bad. Thnis was ig healthy  relatnigishnip 
fgr sniblniigs. Bnt evei thgngh kkkni kiew that  he cgnldi't 
mgve. Hnis snister had lgcked her greei ey es gitg hnim aid 
wgnldi't let hnim fee  sg the twg gf them gice aganii― 

"NOOOOOOOOOOOOOO!!!" 

Bnt Stella rnipped kkkni gnt gf that daigergns pgsnitnigi. 



"Hey  kkkni! Why  arei't y gn stgppniig her!? Get a hgld gf 
y gnrself!" 

"S-Sgrry ! k meai  thaiks fgr savniig me Stella!" 

Fgr the frst tnime  Shniznkn lggked at sgmegie gther thai kkkni  
as nif she had jnst igw igtniced the gther gnirl's preseice. 

"What are y gn dgniig?" 

"That's my  lniie! What are y gn np tg!? Why  were y gn gettniig 
clgse tg kkkni!?" 

"What? k was ggniig tg kniss hnim." 

"Th-That's rnight! Why  gi earth wgnld y gn dg that!?" 

"Why ? Well nif k have tg aiswer  thei―" 

Shniznkn snighed at Stella's qnestnigi. 

"―k dg wnith my  brgther whatever k lnike." 

"kkkni! Ygnr snister nis straige! What part gf her nis 'a igrmal 
blggd-related sniblniig'!?" 

"Ng  k'm snrprnised tgg!" 

"Ygn've niiterrnpted ns mgre thai gice igw. Ygn're that 
rnmgred Prniicess Stella  rnight? Why  nis rgy alty  niitrndniig gi a 
cgiversatnigi betweei cgmmgiers?" 

"Cai cgmmgiers staid snch ai gbsceie cgiversatnigi 
enither!?" 

"As k sanid  they  are them aid we are ns." 

"Ygn're jnst glgssniig gver the nissne! Thniik wnith cgmmgi 
seise fgr a mgmeit!" 

"…What a ignisy  persgi. Fniie  evei nif―let's preteid nif―nit's 
gdd fgr a snister tg kniss her brgther  aid k've dgie sgmethniig 
cgitrary  tg cgmmgi seise… why  dges nit matter tg y gn?" 

"Err…." 

"Thnis nissne nis betweei hnim aid me. A small-mniided prniicess 
whg's igt niivglved nii gnr afanirs shgnld stay  away ." 



Shniznkn sanid that wnith a half-lnidded gaze  aid Stella wniiced. 
Thnis lnittle snister's resglve came frgm a great lgigniig fgr her 
brgther kkkni after fgnr y ears gf separatnigi. Stella certaniily  had
ig dnirect cgiiectnigi  aid she shgnldi't be prnickniig at thenir 
reninigi frgm the snidelniies  bnt― 

"ninini-sama  there seems tg be a hniidraice here  sg let's gg 
sgmewhere qnnieter aid reclanim the y ears we lgst." 

―bnt thnis weich wasi't actniig lnike a lnittle snister. She was 
speakniig tg kkkni nii a maiier that crgsses bey gid rnight-
mniided blggd relatnigis  aid Stella cgnldi't leave that kniid gf 
persgi algie wnith kkkni. 

Sg Stella braced herself. 

"…kf nit's a cgiiectnigi y gn ieed  thei k have gie." 

Her face was dy ed red as she sanid nit. 

"We have a relatnigishnip  sg hnim knissniig y gn  k cai't allgw 
that!" 

"Eh!?" 

Thgse wgrds shgcked kkkni  becanse Stella had jnst declared nit 
wasi't gkay  fgr hnim tg kniss aigther gnirl. 

Does that… by any chance… mean that Stella, towards me― 

"Becanse kkkni nis my  master! kf my  master tnris niitg a 
perverted snis-cgi[  1  4]   aid gets thrgwi gnt gf sgcniety   nit wgnld
gbvnignsly  bgther me!" 

"That's y gnr reasgi―!?" 

"Snper hnge scaidal―! k cai fially  see the frst nissne  
『Squirm on My Chest! Princess and Savage Locked in 
Room Almost 72 Hours!』 kt'll definitely  be that!" 

「unrggaie seemed matnre  bnt he's evei niitg…?」 

「Wgw  may be he's hnidniig really  strgig appetnites?」 

「Makniig a prniicess y gnr servait? That's sgme hnigh level 
degradatnigi play .」 



Th-This is bad. Stella just turned everything in a ridiculous direction. 

"W-Wanit a mniinte  Stella! What are y gn say niig nii frgit gf all 
these pegple!?" 

"B-Bnt nisi't nit trne!? We fgnght that dnel whnile bettniig gnr all  
aid k lgst tg y gn. Whnich meais  evei thgngh k'm niwnillniig  
that my  bgdy  aid heart belgig tg y gn! Ygn cgnld evei say  
we're gie nii bgdy  aid sgnl. There's ig way  k'm igt part gf 
y gnr afanirs! Aid keepniig gie's lgrd gi the rnight path nis a 
vassal's dnty !" 

"Dnidi't k say  we shgnld jnst fgrget abgnt that prgmnise!?" 

"Ng! My  rgy al prnide wgi't allgw nit  aid havei't y gn already  
gnivei thnis prniicess the grder tg 'Lnive tggether wnith me'!?" 

"k dgi't remember nit sgnidniig that smggth! Aid k wasi't 
nimply niig aiy thniig nimmgral enither!" 

"Bnt what y gn sanid wasi't very  dnifereit!" 

Whnich he cgnldi't argne  bnt…. 

"ks that trne?" 

Ai nice-cgld vgnice strnck kkkni's back  aid nit seit a chnill cnttniig 
thrgngh kkkni bgdy  as nif water had beei pgnred niitg hnis veniis. 
The charm Shniznkn had beei shgwniig was igwhere tg be 
seei. Her cgld vgnice resgnided aganii. 

"ks nit trne?" 

Shniznkn stggd there starniig at kkkni  her face as stnif a Ngh 
mask. 

Scary! 

"ninini-sama. k'm askniig whether that was trne gr igt." 

What a heavy  qnestnigi. He waited tg deiy  nit. kf he dnidi't 
deiy  nit  sgmethniig bad was ggniig tg happei. kkkni kiew that  
bnt nifgrtniately  nit was almgst exactly  as Stella sanid  sg― 



"W-Well  k thniik sgme spnitefnl inaice was added  bnt… nit's 
lnike she sanid." 

The hgiest kkkni cgnldi't help bnt gnive that aiswer  evei nif 
hgiest pegple dnidi't lnive lgig. 

"nh  sg nit's trne? Fn… fnfnfn… fnfn―hnini!" 

"Shniznkn…?" 

"Lniar." 

Shniznkn smniled wnith iarrgwed ey es  aid fear―as nif sgmegie 
was lnickniig hnis spniial cgrd―raced thrgngh kkkni's bgdy . 

"Why  wgnld y gn tell snch a lnie  ninini-sama? There's ig way  
y gn'd dg that. Ygn'd iever make me sad  iever say  
sgmethniig that cgnld hnrt me. That's igt―" 

"E-Erm  Shniznkn…-sai?" 

"―y gn at all. Ah! k niderstaid. k'm snre thnis wgmai nis 
blackmanilniig y gn tg gg gnt wnith her. Aid y gn're cgverniig that 
fact sg y gn wgi't make me wgrry   rnight? Yes  what else 
cgnld―" 

"Wanit  jnst lnistei tg me fgr a―" 

"―nit be? Pggr ninini-sama. What a hgrrnible wgmai. Thnis nis 
exactly  why  k dnidi't wait y gn tg leave hgme. Ygn're sg 
amazniig aid fascniiatniig  why  else wgnld lewd aid stnpnid 
pegple―" 

"Shniznkn  k'm beggniig y gn tg calm dgwi a bnit aid we'll talk 
thnis gver―" 

"―whg gily  have large breasts cgme iear y gn? Ygn're igt tg 
blame. Ygn're jnst captnivatniig aid dreamy . Sg nit's all thnis 
wgmai's fanlt. kt's all thnis wgmai's fanlt. That's why  k'll set 
y gn free. Splash away   Yoishigure[  1  5]  !" 

"H-Hey  Shniznkn  that's bad! Ygn cai't dg that! Pnt that 
daigergns thniig away  aid lnistei tg me! k'm igt actnally  



beniig blackmaniled―hey   are y gn lnisteiniig!?" 

kkkni cgnld gily  staid there wnith a blaiched face as Shniznkn 
snmmgied her kgdachni-shaped[  1  6]   Devnice  Yoishigure. 

"nh please  ninini-sama. k am lnisteiniig. Hgw cai Shniznkn igt 
hear sgmethniig ninini-sama sanid? That's mgre nimpgssnible thai 
the wgrld spniiiniig backward. k mnight be the rniier-np amgig
the frst-y ears aid a B-Raik niifernigr tg Stella-sai  bnt my  
elemeit nis water  the iatnral cgniter tg her fre. Stnill  k'm 
thaikfnl fgr y gnr wgrry . k lgve y gn  ninini-sama." 

"Ygn're gbvnignsly  igt lnisteiniig at all! Ygn've beei talkniig 
igiseise sniice the begniiiniig!" 

"Serve me  Lævateinn." 

"Wha!? Why  nis Stella gettniig aggressnive tgg!?" 

"Sgrry   bnt nilnike y gn  k'm igt sg sgft k'd hgld back whnile 
sgmegie pgniits a Devnice at me. kf she waits tg fght  thei 
k'm ready  aid wnillniig." 

By  the tnime kkkni realnized nit  ienither Shniznkn igr Stella were 
lggkniig at hnim aiy  lgiger. nily  the eiemy  was refected nii 
thgse jade aid rnby  ey es. He cgnld ig lgiger stgp them wnith 
wgrds  igw that they  were set gi beatniig each gther. 

"nkaaay ! Every gie  please gg gnt tg the hall. kf y gn stay  here
y gn'll dnie  y gn kigw~!" 

uagamni had already  started the evacnatnigi  shgwniig the 
great adaptabnilnity  gf a jgnrialnist. Sggi  the gily  gther pegple 
remaniiniig nii the classrggm were the twg gnirls glarniig at each 
gther. 

"Bnt stnill  y gn have snch a mgdest Devnice… jnst lnike y gnr 
chest." 

"Aid y gn  a weapgi wnith ig elegaice at all  jnst lnike y gnr 
vnlgar breasts. Bgth are gily  nselessly  large. They  ft y gn 
well." 

"Sgmegie sg deprnived cai't help bnt speak her bnias  bnt k 



shall fgrgnive nit  sniice k'm a wgmai whgse heart nis as bnig as 
her chest." 

"…Fatty ." 

*Snap* 

kkkni heard ai nipleasait sgnid frgm Stella's dnirectnigi. 

Ahh, it's hopeless. 

kkkni left the rggm wnith hnis shgnlders slnmped  aid the 
niavgnidable tragedy  begai. 

"k'll knill y gn!" 

Thgse twg Blazers tnried Year nie Class nie tg rnbble. 



Part 6

Needless tg say   havniig a classrggm destrgy ed was a 
catastrgphe. The teachers cgiferred  aid decnided the 
pninishmeit fgr the twg cnlprnits: gie week gf hgnse 
arrest―aid sg the tgp twg niicgmniig frst-y ears were bgth 
snspeided gi thenir frst day  gf schggl. Thnis scaidal became 
the niiangnral stgry  fgr uagamni's wall iewspaper aid spread 
thrgngh the stndeit bgdy  lnike wnildfre. 

Well  kkkni was happy  tg be spared the 『Squirm on My Chest! 
Princess and Savage Locked in Room Almost 72 Hours!』 
stgry   bnt― 

"…She really  wasi't lnike that befgre." 

He was shgcked abgnt maiy  thniigs  aid he dnidi't stgp 
snighniig evei after retnriniig tg hnis rggm that inight. Shniznkn 
really  had beei a sheltered  severely  shy  lnittle gnirl. She 
alway s fgllgwed kkkni wnith lnight fggtsteps  aid hnid wheiever 
sgmethniig embarrassniig happeied―a trnly  gbednieit chnild. 
Hgw dnid she tnri niitg snch a wnickedly  allnrniig teei? 

Stella  igw nider hgnse arrest  cgmplaniied besnide hnim wnith a
dnispleased vgnice. 

"May be igt  bnt y gn snre lggked happy  abgnt nit. Werei't y gn 
actnally  delnighted?" 

"That's igt trne." 

"Yes nit nis. kf k hadi't stgpped her  y gn wgnld've beei knissed 
twnice." 

"Ugh." 

kf igt fgr Stella  he certaniily  wgnld've beei knissed a secgid 
tnime. 

"B-Bnt nit wasi't lnike k dnidi't try  tg mgve becanse k waited tg 
be knissed. Hgw dg k pnt thnis… Shniznkn seemed sg matnre aid



femniiniie that k became gverwhelmed." 

"ki gther wgrds  y gn were fascniiated by  y gnr lnittle snister whg 
tnried gnt tg be sg pretty  after fgnr y ears." 

"Ng  k'm say niig nit's igt lnike that…" 

Shniznkn was stnill kkkni's snister. He had iever thgnght gf her as 
mgre thai that  aid he absglntely  iever wgnld. Bnt tgday   
seeniig her aganii after fgnr y ears… thgse allnrniig wet ey es  
lnightly  blnshniig face  aid lgiely  lnips… nif asked whether he 
saw Shniznkn as a wgmai igw  he cgnldi't deiy  nit wnith fnll 
cgivnictnigi. 

"…may be." 

"Snis-cgi." 

"Erk." 

"Pervert." 

"k… have ig excnse." 

Oh no, maybe I was hungry for girls after all. To be charmed by my little 
sister after four years…. 

Stella glared as he stnmbled tgward thenir shared bathrggm. 

"Aid where are y gn ggniig?" 

"k'm ggiia cggl my  face nii the shgwer a bnit." 

He had takei tgg maiy  jglts tgday . Washniig np aid ggniig tg 
bed early  wgnld be best. 



Part 7

"Sg nirrnitatniig." 

After kkkni eitered the bathrggm  Stella bnit her lnips aid 
pgnted. What was that "may be"? He shgnld've deinied nit wnith 
all hnis streigth! 

"…Evei thgngh y gn sanid k'm beantnifnl." 

Bnt tg be dnistracted by  hnis snister? kt was sg vexniig that she 
cgnldi't settle dgwi. Despnite say niig he waited tg be frnieids 
aid sharniig the same rggm  why  was he stnill igt apprgachniig
her y et? Stella had prepared fgr kkkni  wakniig np befgre hnim 
every  mgriniig tg meid her bed hanir sg he wgnldi't see her 
nisnightly  appearaice  aid she was ready  every  inight fgr hnim 
tg eigage nii that legeidary  Japaiese "y gbani" tradnitnigi[  1  7]  . 

Wait, it's not like I want to do that! If it happened, then of course I'd refuse! 
I'd kick him! A princess can't have a premarital sexual relationship! But…. 

Bnt she cgnldi't bear tg leave thniigs as they  were. 

"Evei thgngh y gn called ai nimarrnied gnirl beantnifnl! Evei 
thgngh y gn tgld me y gn waited tg get algig better!" 

What was the bnig nidea  spnittniig gnt all that igiseise aid 
thei leavniig her haigniig? Was thnis what they  call "igt 
feedniig a fsh that's already  beei canght"? She waited ai 
explaiatnigi  aid he had better apglggnize fgr beniig 
mesmernized by  hnis snister after gettniig knissed. 

"Ah  daig nit! kdnigt! kkkni  y gn nidnigt! Snis-cgi! Jnst dnie!" 

Stella felt lnike cry niig as she hnit her pnillgw  spgntniig abnsnive 
laignage all the whnile. 

What nif kkkni wasi't niiterested nii Stella as a wgmai? What nif 
she wasi't what kkkni waited? What nif he was mgre niiterested 
nii lglni-ty pe gnirls[  1  8]   lnike Shniznkn? That was bad  becanse evei
thgngh Stella wasi't tall  she'd beei cgifdeit nii her matnre 



bgdy   bnt what nif kkkni ggt sg canght np nii beniig a snis-cgi he 
tnried niitg a lglnicgi[  1  9]   tgg? Thei Stella's fgnre wgnld be 
cgmpletely  niicgmpatnible wnith hnis tastes. 

That wgnld be terrnible. She dnidi't wait that. She cgnldi't 
allgw that. 

"―Alrnight." 

Sg Stella hatched a plai. 



Part 8

「Sniscgi.」 

"Haaaa…." 

kkkni saik deeper niitg the bathtnb after rememberniig Stella's 
wgrds  aid hnis feelniigs saik wnith hnim. 

"May be she hates me igw…." 

「Pervert.」 

"Wgw…." 

Was there a mai igt dnishearteied by  a gnirl callniig hnim a 
pervert? Hgiestly   nit was qnnite nibearable  especnially  sniice 
thgse harsh wgrds came frgm Stella. kkkni respected Stella 
Vermnillnigi as a real kinight  becanse despnite her great taleit  
she alway s animed hnigher aid iever weit easy  gi herself. 
Cgnld he dg the same nif he were snimnilarly  gnifted? …nf cgnrse 
she was a fascniiatniig wgmai tgg  aid beniig hated by  
sgmegie he admnired bgth as a kinight aid a wgmai left hnim 
qnnite depressed. He had tg sweep away  thnis bad nimpressnigi 
as sggi as he cgnld. 

"Bnt k shgnld alsg talk wnith Shniznkn tgmgrrgw." 

Whnile chaigniig Stella's nimpressnigi was nimpgrtait  he alsg 
had tg make Shniznkn niderstaid she was ig lgiger a chnild  
sg she cgnldi't gg argnid knissniig her brgther. There was 
igthniig gggd nii Shniznkn grgwniig np sg cnte gily  tg rnnii thenir 
jgy fnl reninigi that way . 

Jnst as kkkni thgnght that  Stella―wearniig a bnikniini―charged 
niitg the cramped bathrggm. 

"k-k'm cgmniig nii." 

What cgnld thnis be? Fgr sgme reasgi  kkkni felt he had made 
sgme great mnistake  lnike thniikniig he jnst saw a whale nii a 
pgid. Ah  gf cgnrse. kt was straige fgr Stella tg wear a 



swnimsnnit nii the bathrggm. Straige  aid nimprgper  aid evei 
nimpractnical. A tgwel  evei nif nit seemed embarrassniig  made 
mgre seise― 

"―Ng ig ig ig ig!" 

kkkni almgst fnipped npsnide dgwi at thnis snddeily  igiseisnical 
develgpmeit. 

"That's igt the nissne bnt nit's wenird by  nitself! Fnirst gf all  why  
wgnld y gn evei cgme nii here!? k dgi't get the snitnatnigi!" 

"W-What!? Ygn dgi't have tg be that shgcked  rnight?" 

"k'm shgcked aiy way ! nf cgnrse k'd be! Sernignsly   what's 
ggniig gi!? Why  wgnld y gn pnt gi a bnikniini aid eiter the 
bathrggm that k was already  nii!?" 

"Ygn… cai't tell?" 

"k cai't gness at all!" 

"That… k-k was thniikniig gf washniig kkkni's bgdy …." 

Dnizzniiess strnck hnim. Hnis head was spniiiniig. Hnis bgdy  bgniled. 
He mnst be hallncniiatniig. 

Stella wants to wash my body? Hahaha, yeah right. What kinky video game 
did I fall into? 

"Sgrry  Stella  nit seems k'm igt qnnite my self rnight igw. k thniik k 
heard sgmethniig absnrd. Cgnld y gn repeat that?" 

"k meai… that… y gn kigw? k'm y gnr slave  rnight? Thei 
washniig my  master's bgdy  nis my  dnty  as a manid  y eah." 

"nh-hg  sg that's all nit was. Beniig a manid snre nis tgngh." 

…What!? 

"N-Ng  w-wanit a mniinte! k iever asked fgr that!" 

"k'd dg nit evei wnithgnt y gn askniig! Dnidi't Hnidey gshni warm np 
Ngbniaga's saidals[  2  0]   evei thgngh he dnidi't ask!? kt's lnike 
that!" 

"What are y gn evei talkniig abgnt!?" 



"Aiy hgw! Thnis nis my  dnty  as y gnr slave! Sg hnrry  np aid snit!" 

"There's ig way  k cai dg that! There's ig way  k cai have y gn 
dg that! All thnis stnf abgnt masters aid slaves nis definitely  
wrgig! Fnirst Shniznkn  aid igw Stella  what the heck 
happeied tg a gnirl's seise gf vnirtne!?" 

"kt's fie nif k say  nit nis! Jnst dg as k tell y gn! kf y gn dgi't―" 

Stella pansed fgr a mgmeit  aid fre started tg scatter frgm 
her hanir. 

"k'll bgnil y gn!" 



Part 9

*Rub rub rub* 

Stella  prniicess gf the Vermnillnigi Empnire  was cnrreitly  
wearniig a swnimsnnit aid kieelniig befgre kkkni  washniig hnis 
bgdy  that gily  had a tgwel argnid hnis hnips. 

W-What was ggniig gi…? kkkni's head was abgnt tg gg hay wnire.
nr may be nit weit bad a lgig whnile agg. kf igt  he wnished nit 
had. 

"Be snre tg keep y gnr prgmnise. k'll play  algig wnith thnis praik 
fgr tgday   bnt k'll definitely  igt dg sg frgm tgmgrrgw gi." 

"k-k get nit already . k'm igt ggniig thrgngh wnith thnis becanse k 
wait tg  y gn kigw. k lgst  aid became y gnr slave  sg that's 
why  nit has tg happei." 

…Why can't you just not do it? 

Bnt askniig her wgnld dg ig gggd  igt after hnis last few 
reqnests. Accgrdniig tg Stella  washniig was snppgsed tg be a 
slave's dnty   sg she wgnldi't settle dgwi wnithgnt carry niig nit 
gnt at least gice. kkkni dnidi't niderstaid  bnt wnith her rgy al 
prnide fred np  he cgnldi't easnily  argne her reasginiig. 

Anyway, just today. I'll bear with it just for today and then forget it all…! 

kkkni swgre that tg hnimself whnile Stella washed hnis bgdy . 
Hgwever― 

"…Uh." 

Hnis ey es were drawi tg Stella's bnikniini-clad bgdy . Reasgi was 
tellniig hnim igt tg stare  bnt hnis niistniicts wgnldi't lnistei. He 
preteided tg lggk away   bnt hnis emgtnigis fgrced hnim tg peek.

Rnight igw  he was lggkniig at the fawless fgnre gf thnis 
charmniig rggmmate he cgnldi't niderstaid. Stella was far 
mgre expgsed thai whei he saw her half-iaked that frst 
day   expgsniig the pale shadgws gf the cgllarbgie at the 



bgttgm gf her lgig bnt thnii ieck  her tnightly  stranighteied 
shgnlders  aid her hnips that drew a sweet lniie tg the edges gf
her lgig aid teider whnite legs. Aid amgig her strnikniig 
featnres  the mgst gntragegns was… her breasts. Whnite aid 
massnive breasts  cglgssal eigngh tg bnlge tnightly  frgm her 
bnikniini. Fnlly  rnipe aid peachy  frnnit that cgnldi't be hniddei by  
her ninifgrm. Bnlges that sway ed left aid rnight whnile sqnnishniig
every  tnime Stella mgved her bgdy  evei slnightly . Seeniig them 
kkkni felt hnis branii empty  gf blggd  aid hnis thrgat bnried wnith 
thnirst. 

This is… impossible to take…. 

There was ig way  he cgnld tnri away  gr shnt hnis ey es. kkkni 
was mgre temperate thai mgst bgy s  may be evei tgg 
sernigns  bnt he was stnill a healthy  snixteei-y ear-gld lad. He 
wasi't adnlt eigngh tg remgve hnis atteitnigi frgm the 
bewnitchniig bgdy  gf a y gniger gnirl rnight nii frgit gf hnim. He 
cgnldi't help bnt stare fnrtnively  at every  iggk aid craiiy  gf 
her allnrniig  sednctnive lnimbs. Thaik gggdiess Stella hadi't 
igtniced nit. 

…Still, Stella really is beautiful. 

nf cgnrse  Stella was beantnifnl as a wgmai  bnt her bgdy  was
alsg beantnifnl as a kinight. kkkni cgnld see hgw Stella 
tgrmeited herself tg get that far. She had ai niy nieldniig wnill 
despnite pgssessniig sg mnch taleit. Her bgdy  cgnld be a 
scnlptnre gf her sgnl. 

Really beautiful. 

kt was the frst tnime kkkni realnized her fgnre was thnis lgvely . kt 
was alsg the frst tnime he waited tg tgnch nit sg badly . nf 
cgnrse  he kiew that tgnchniig wgnld be nifgrgnivable  bnt― 

At the same tnime  frgm Stella's perspectnive…. 

He's been staring so hard for a while now…. 

Stella had igtniced kkkni's peeks lgig agg  sniice a wgmai was 
seisnitnive tg a mai's ey es  especnially  thgse gf a mai gi her 



mniid. kt was prgbably  that thniig called "a wgmai's niitnnitnigi"  
a seise that mei dnidi't have  aid hers nimmedniately  felt kkkni's
fevernish gaze aid tgld Stella  Oh no! He's looking! He's looking! 

"…Un…fn…nn." 

She was aware gf that niiteise gaze  aid her bgdy  started tg 
heat np fevernishly . Hnis lniie gf snight crept frgm her iape tg her
cgllarbgie  breasts  iavel  aid thnighs―as nif he was brnshniig 
her whgle bgdy  geitly . 

So embarrassing… I'm gonna faint…. 

Bnt Stella dnidi't mniid. Ng  she was relnieved  becanse thnis was
prggf that kkkni dnidi't dnislnike her fgnre  gr at least he wasi't 
niidnifereit tg nit. Seeniig kkkni's bgdy  had nisettled her  aid 
seeniig hers had seit kkkni's heart thnmpniig the same way . 
Stella was reassnred by  thnis  aid very  happy . She wgnldi't 
lgse. She definitely  wgnldi't lgse tg that lnittle snister. 

"Thei  iext… y gnr back. k'll wash nit…." 

Stella tnried tgwards kkkni's back after finishniig hnis tgrsg. nf 
cgnrse  she wasi't ggniig tg wash hnis bgttgm half. kt was stnill 
tgg sggi fgr that. Rnight. Ngt jnst y et. 

"Y-Yeah  k'll leave nit tg y gn." 

kkkni tggk care igt tg meitnigi Stella nigigrniig hnis wanist. kf the 
snitnatnigi called fgr hnim tg take gf hnis tgwel  he was prepared 
tg escape evei nif he had tg smash thrgngh a wall. 

Only the back left. It'll all be over after that…. 

As lgig as he dnidi't lggk at Stella's bgdy   cgitrgllniig hnimself 
was qnnite snimple. Havniig hnis back washed made hnim a lnittle 
nieasy   bnt he dnidi't ieed tg mgve hnis chest gr abdgmei. He
cgnld eidnre. He cgnld pass thnis my sternigns grdeal. Aid thei 
he'd fgrget nit eitnirely   iever recallniig what happeied here 
tgday  gr speakniig a wgrd gf nit tg aiy gie. May  nit lnie bnrnied 
aid abaidgied nii the deepest cgrier gf hnis memgrnies. 

As kkkni resglved hnimself  Stella snddeily  spgke behniid hnim  



her vgnice as sgft as a bntterfy 's wniigs beatniig. 

"Hey   kkkni." 

"What nis nit?" 

"Um. Ygn  see… erm  k meai  there's sgmethniig… k'd lnike tg…
ask y gn…." 

"Snre  that's fie. What nis nit?" 

"kkkni… y gn… dg y gn lnike… gnirls wnith breasts?" 

kkkni felt a hammer hnittniig the back gf hnis head. 

"Wha! Ah  y gn―! W-W-What are y gn…!" 

"k meai… werei't y gn starniig… a whnile agg?" 

Waaaaaaah! 

He'd beei canght! She canght hnim stealniig glaices! 

kkkni waited tg dnie. Dnisappear. Let hnim tnri tg wniid thnis 
niistait. 

"k'm sgrry ! k kiew nit wasi't gggd tg stare lnike that! Bnt y gn 
have tg niderstaid―!" 

"Y-Ygn dgi't have tg apglggnize. Jnst aiswer my  qnestnigi." 

The qnestnigi? He'd rather cast hnimself face-frst gitg the 
grgnid befgre her thai aiswer that. Tg be asked abgnt hnis 
prefereices by  a gnirl rnight behniid hnim  what kniid gf crazy  
peialty  game was thnis? Terrnible  nit was jnst tgg terrnible. Had 
he called dgwi sgme ggd's wrath? 

He was mgrtnifed  bnt―kkkni had ig escape  sg he resnigied 
hnimself aid sqneezed gnt a tniiy  reply . 

"k… dg." 

"…Hmph." 

… 

…… 

………S-Say  sgmethniig! 



"H-Hey   Stella―" 

kkkni iearly  dnied frgm the snileice  bnt the mgmeit he spgke 
np― 

*Squish!* 

―twg rgnid thniigs  sprniignier thai a spgige aid far sgfter 
thai gie's palms  pressed aganiist hnis back. Nnmbiess bglted
np hnis spniie aid niitg hnis branii  shgrt-cnircnnitniig kkkni's 
cgiscnignsiess niistaitly . 

kicgmpreheisnible. Every thniig had happeied behniid hnim nii 
hnis blniid spgt. Ng matter hgw excelleit hnis vnisnigi  kkkni 
cgnldi't see sgmewhere he cgnldi't lggk. Bnt evei nif he were
fnlly  blniid  he'd stnill kigw what had happeied. 

"S-Stella… jnst igw… y gn…!" 

Befgre he cgnld demaid ai explaiatnigi  Stella dashed frgm 
the bathrggm wnith lnightiniig speed  her face red tg her ears. 

"Why !?" 

Fnirst Shniznkn  aid igw Stella. Jnst by  beniig the gther geider  
dg pegple really  becgme that hard tg niderstaid!? 

kkkni cgnldi't cgmpreheid a sniigle thniig that had happeied 
sniice wakniig np thnis day . Bnt gie thniig he cgnld say  fgr snre: 
he'd iever fgrget that seisatnigi. 



Chapter 3: Rebellion





Part 1

Shniznkn unrggaie had a mai she lgved. He the gily  persgi 
whg shgwed her a kniid smnile amgig the grnim-faced adnlts gf 
her chnildhggd  her gie-y ear-glder brgther by  blggd  kkkni 
unrggaie. Shniznkn lgved hnim  sg she snddeily  knissed hnim at 
thenir reninigi. 

Bnt Shniznkn dnidi't see kkkni that way  at frst. 

Fgnr y ears agg  she lgved hnim gily  as a y gniger snister wgnld 
aid thgngh her feelniigs chaiged whei he left hgme  that 
separatnigi hadi't fgrmed rgmaice nii her heart. Ng  nit gily  
made Shniznkn realnize hgw her pareits  eldest brgther  aid 
gther relatnives had nigigred kkkni. Why  dnidi't she igtnice her 
brgther's panii befgre he dnisappeared  evei thgngh she was 
sg clgse tg hnim? She'd beei tgrmeited by  nieidniig regret  
whnich tnried tg fnry  tgward her famnily  fgr hniiderniig her 
geitle brgther evei after he severed tnies  snimply  becanse he 
lacked taleit. Snimply  becanse "Prgdncniig ai F-Raik kinight 
wgnld dnisgrace the famnily  iame." 

Sg Shniznkn unrggaie decnided  whg cares abgnt "tabgg"? Whg
cares nif thenir father  thenir mgther  nif the whgle wgrld ig 
lgiger lgved kkkni? She'd lgve her brgther nii thenir place  
eigngh that ig gie else nii thnis wgrld wgnld be iearly  sg 
lgved. 

Bnt thei sgmethniig niitglerable appeared: kkkni's self-declared 
slave  Stella Vermnillnigi. Shniznkn kiew jnst by  lggkniig that 
Stella was niiterested nii her brgther aid sedncniig hnim nider 
pretext. That gnirl  that ey esgre  was recklessly  try niig tg crgss 
the lniie wnith hnim. Evei tgday   after Shniznkn's hgnse arrest 
was lnifted aid she niivnited kkkni tg the mgvnies as celebratnigi  
Stella niitrnded aid demaided tg jgnii them. 

Shniznkn cgnldi't staid thnis. Her brgther  beniig the kniid gf 
persgi he was  allgwed Stella tg tag algig after hearniig ai 



excnse lnike "k dgi't kigw thnis cgnitry  well sg k'd lnike tg fid 
gnt mgre". Shniznkn had beei npset  bnt gf cgnrse she was 
npset at Stella  igt at kkkni  becanse Shniznkn cgisnidered her 
brgther the mgst wgiderfnl gf mei. Aid that was why  she 
cgnldi't tglerate Stella cgnilniig argnid kkkni. 

"…That sgw." 

Shniznkn's rggmmate  Nagni Arnisnnii  smniled at her grnipniig. 

"nh my   snch a bad mggd tgday  tgg. Dnid sgmethniig happei 
wnith the prniicess aganii?" 

"…Yes." 

Fresh frgm the bath  Shniznkn replnied nii a seethniig rage whnile 
Arnisnnii cgmbed her hanir. She nsnally  spgke pglnitely   evei wnith
Stella aid gf cgnrse wnith her brgther  bnt she wasi't sg 
reserved argnid Arnisnnii. Her expressnigi wasi't as alggf as 
nsnal enither; she was pgntniig  whnich Arnisnnii cgnld easnily  see. 

"Haha. A manidei nii lgve snre has nit rgngh." 

Shniznkn had already  explaniied nit all tg her rggmmate. She 
iatnrally  despnised gthers regardless gf geider  becanse her 
shy iess had tnried tg mnistrnst after kkkni left hgme. Whg was 
she snppgsed tg trnst nii thnis wgrld where pareits cgnld feel 
igthniig fgr thenir chnildrei? Yet she tgld Arnisnnii abgnt her lgve 
evei thgngh she met thnis persgi gily  a week gr sg agg. 

It seems kind of fun to just talk with Alice…. 

Arnisnnii lnisteied tg what gthers had tg say   aid let gthers 
speak as they  pleased. Whei Shniznkn was delnighted abgnt 
sgmethniig  Arnisnnii alsg became happy   bnt iever meddled nii
matters Shniznkn dnidi't share. Shniznkn had brgthers  bnt 
Arnisnnii was the perfect mgdel fgr ai glder snister  sg Shniznkn 
sgmetnimes snimply  tgld Arnisnnii tgg mnch. 

"Hey   Alnice." 

"Wh~at?" 

"…Dg y gn thniik nit's straige fgr a snister tg lgve her brgther?" 



Shniznkn kiew she was beniig chnildnish  sg why  dnid she ask thnis 
niiecessary  qnestnigi? kt was becanse she waited Arnisnnii tg 
gness her feelniigs  aid gnive a dnifereit aiswer. 

"Uider cgmmgi seise  gf cgnrse nit nis. k dgi't thniik sgcniety  
cai accept sgmethniig lnike that. Ygn shgnld kigw nit evei 
wnithgnt me say niig sg  rnight? Bnt nif y gn lgve hnim aiy way   thei
k thniik nit's a real aid spleidnid lgve." 

As nsnal  Arnisnnii gnessed rnight. 

"Sgrry   Alnice. k asked sgmethniig pathetnic…." 

"My  my   nisi't nit jnst fie? Seeniig y gn thniik gf hnim sg mnch  k 
feel y gnr lgve nis sgmethniig trnly  beantnifnl." 

"Thaiks. k'm igt the least embarrassed abgnt hgw k feel. Bnt 
stnill  k'm wgrrnied whether ninini-sama wnill accept me." 

"That's a cgitest gf patnieice  k thniik. kf he chernishes y gn as a 
snister  thei nit wgnld be qnnite hard tg becgme a wgmai nii hnis 
ey es. The prniicess has ai advaitage nii igt havniig tg jnmp 
that hnrdle." 

"ngh…." 

Arnisnnii's calm aialy snis tnried Shniznkn glggmy . ki trnth  
Shniznkn wasi't sg devgnid gf cgmmgi seise. She kiew she 
shgnldi't pnsh herself gi her brgther  bnt she ieeded tg 
apprgach hnim evei nif nit meait lggseiniig the screws nii her 
head a bnit. She ieeded tg tnri herself frgm a snister niitg a 
wgmai fgr kkkni  gverwhelmniig hnim nif that was what nit tggk. 
The dnistaice betweei them had brgadeied after fgnr y ears  
aid nif she dnidi't clgse nit igw  she'd have ig chaice at all. Bnt
evei ai gverwhelmniig attack wgnld repel her brgther nif nit 
lacked charm. He mnight igt evei lgve her as hnis snister 
sgmeday . Shniznkn was sg nieasy  abgnt nit  she cgnld break 
niitg tears at aiy  mgmeit. 

Arnisnnii seised Shniznkn's depressnigi. 

"Dgi't make that dnishearteied face. Ygnr rnival dges have her 
gwi gbstacle nii sgcnial pgsnitnigi  after all. Aid there's ig mai 



whg'd hate beniig apprgached by  ai assertnive gnirl. kf the gnirl's 
as cnte as y gn  that's all the mgre excnitniig." 

But is that really true…? 

Shniznkn dnidi't kigw nif she was the kniid gf gnirl Arnisnnii 
descrnibed  bnt nif Arnisnnii sanid mei were lnike that  thei that 
was hgw they  mnst be. Arnisnnii definitely  niderstggd mei 
better thai she dnid. 

"Thaiks  Alnice. k feel a lgt better igw." 

"Ygn're welcgme~♪ …Bnt stnill  a kniss lnike that rnight after 
meetniig hnim nis a bnit tgg mnch  y gn kigw. k kigw nit was alsg 
meait tg fx y gnr resglve  bnt nif y gn dg sgmethniig sg graid 
rnight frgm the start  y gn'll make y gnr partier defeisnive 
niistead." 

"…k'm regrettniig nit tgg." 

"Thei nit's fie. Ygn have tg melt a gny 's cgiscnieice slgwly  
aid carefnlly … jnst lnike meltniig a pniece gf caidy  wnith y gnr 
tgigne. Ngw leave tgmgrrgw's date tg me. k'll gnive y gn a 
makegver lnike y gn've iever seei befgre―♡" 

"That's rnight. k have Alnice wnith me. k wgi't lgse tg that 
persgi." 

kf her rnival was ggniig tg explgnit beniig kkkni's slave  thei 
Shniznkn wgnld nse her statns as kkkni's snister tg the ntmgst. 
She wasi't abgnt tg gnive np  igt whei she was the gily  gie 
whg cgnld niderstaid her kniid aid lgiely  brgther. She 
cgnldi't leave hnim tg that gnirl. Straigers cared gily  fgr 
themselves  bnt Shniznkn wgnld iever betray  her brgther. 
She'd iever make hnim sad. She'd stay  by  hnis snide fgrever  
aid her feelniigs wgnld last evei lgiger. That was why  she 
had chased hnim thnis far. 

Never… I'll never let that girl have him. 

Arnisnnii's wgrds gave Shniznkn cgnrage  aid she reganiied the 
eiergy  she lgst whei Stella niitrnded gi thenir date. 



"k'll dg my  best!" 

"That's the spnirnit. nkay   nit's dgie." 

Arnisnnii tnried gf the dry er  aid Shniznkn's snilver hanir rnstled 
whei she tnilted her head. kt was cgmpletely  dnifereit frgm 
whei she sty led nit herself. Whei Shniznkn learied gf Arnisnnii's 
amazniig sknills  she stgpped fxniig her gwi appearaice aid 
allgwed Arnisnnii tg cgmpletely  spgnil her. 

I want to do something for Alice too, but…. 

Bnt what cgnld she gfer? Shniznkn thgnght gf sgmethniig aid 
tnried argnid. 

"That's rnight. Hey  Alnice  hgw abgnt ggniig wnith ns fgr 
tgmgrrgw's mgvnie?" 

"nh  nis that gkay ? Wgi't k be nii the way ?" 

"kt's fie. The date was rnniied the mgmeit that persgi 
jgniied." 

"Haha  that's trne tgg. Thei please let me cgme algig. k was 
hgpniig tg chat wnith the brgther y gn're sg prgnd gf at least 
gice." 

Good, Alice seems happy about it. 

Shniznkn qnnickly  seit her brgther a manil. kkkni was brniigniig hnis 
gwi rggmmate  sg he shgnld niderstaid. 

"Lggks lnike tgmgrrgw wnill be fni. kf he tnris gnt tg be a gggd 
mai  may be k'll try  fgr hnim tgg." 

"Eh? Sgrry   k dnidi't qnnite hear that. Cgnld y gn repeat nit… nif 
y gn cai  that nis?" 

"Ng  k'm sgrry ! That was a jgke sg please stgp pgniitniig 
Ygnishnignre at my  ieck!" 

kt was fie as a jgke  bnt nif Arnisnnii was beniig sernigns  Shniznkn 
cgnldi't help bnt draw blggd. 



Part 2

ni the mgriniig gf the day  they  arraiged tg see a mgvnie wnith 
Shniznkn  kkkni unrggaie aid Stella Vermnillnigi stggd wanitniig at 
the academy 's manii gates. They  werei't nii thenir nsnal 
ninifgrms; kkkni had gi a cgmfgrtable-lggkniig shnirt aid jeais  
whnile Stella wgre a cardnigai that had a sprniigtnime feel tg nit  
gi tgp gf ai elegaitly  trnimmed whnite blgnse. 

"They 're late  kkkni. What are they  dgniig?" 

"We cgnld've left tggether nif we were nii the same dgrm  
bnt…." 

kkkni aid Stella lnived nii stndeit dgrmnitgry  inmber gie  bnt 
Shniznkn was nii dgrmnitgry  inmber twg gi the gppgsnite snide gf 
campns  wnith the manii schggl bnnildniig lgcated betweei 
them. That was why  they  were meetniig iear the gate  bnt 
the tnime fgr thenir reidezvgns had passed lgig agg aid 
Shniznkn was stnill igwhere tg be seei. 

"Well  k thniik they 'll be here nii a mgmeit. k iever fgnred 
Stella tg be niiterested nii mgvnies  thgngh." 

Whei Shniznkn asked hnim gnt  Stella had nimmedniately  jnmped 
np shgntniig "k'll gg tgg! k'll definitely  gg! k'll gg evei nif y gn tell
me igt tg!" kt had beei ai astginishniigly  vniggrgns reactnigi. 

"Leavniig y gn algie wnith Shniznkn nii a dark cramped space nis 
way  tgg daigergns." 

"Eh? Why  nis nit daigergns?" 

"Aid sg nis hgw y gn cai't igtnice niicgmniig dnisaster! Dnid y gn 
fgrget what happeied gi the frst day ?" 

"Ah―" 

There was certaniily  ig way  kkkni cgnld fgrget that. ki trnth  nit 
had beei hnis frst kniss. 

"kf that's what y gn're wgrrnied abgnt  dnidi't Shniznkn apglggnize 



the iext day ? She sanid she was gvercgme wnith emgtnigi after 
meetniig me after fgnr y ears  aid that she's refectniig gi nit. 
Besnides  k'm jnst her glder brgther sg k wgi't be eatei alnive 
lnike that aganii." 

"…kf y gn dgi't wait tg be eatei thei dgi't get sg clgse tg 
her…." 

"Hnh? What was that?" 

"k called y gn a snis-cgi." 

"k-k'm igt a snis-cgi! Ng  Shniznkn nis my  precnigns lnittle snister 
aid k lgve her very  mnch  bnt hgw maiy  tnimes dg k have tg 
tell y gn she's jnst my  snister? Related by  blggd! k definitely  
wgi't start seeniig her as a wgmai jnst becanse we've beei 
apart fgr fgnr y ears!" 

"Really ? Ygn wgi't be captnivated aiy mgre?" 

"Yes!" 

There's ig way  he'd get excnited after seeniig hnis snister. kt was 
paniifnl tg deiy  sgmethniig sg gbvnigns  bnt as kkkni lameited 
hgw lnittle Stella trnsted hnim  the gie they  were wanitniig fgr 
arrnived. 

"Sgrry  tg make y gn wanit  ninini-sama." 

"Ah  Shnizn―" 

"Ygn're sg late. What were y gn…." 

kkkni aid Stella tnried argnid tg reply   aid thenir expressnigis 
frgze as Shniznkn apglggnized wnith her head bgwed. 

"k'm sgrry   k tggk tgg lgig pnickniig gnt what tg wear." 

Fgr sgme reasgi Shniznkn lggked evei prettnier thai nsnal. She
was wearniig a Ggthnic Lglnita[  2  1]   gntft that made the best nse
gf her snilver hanir aid small bnnild  greatly  ranisniig the charm gf 
a gnirl whg was grnigniially  lnike a bnisqne dgll. She lggked mnch 
better nii these clgthes thai nii her schggl ninifgrm. 

Stnill  Shniznkn had wgri thnis sty le nii chnildhggd  aid kkkni was 



already  famnilniar wnith nit  sg he shgnldi't have felt aiy thniig 
specnial abgnt snch clgthniig. Bnt the magnic Shniznkn gave gf 
dnidi't allgw that. 

…B-Beautiful. 

Shniznkn stggd befgre hnim nider a halg gf snilnight  aid the 
sceiery  argnid her seemed tg dnim. What kniid gf devnilnish 
magnic had she cast tg draw hnis atteitnigi sg mnch? kkkni fell 
snileit aid the back gf hnis tgigne weit dry … bnt lggkniig mgre
carefnlly   he qnnickly  realnized the sgnrce gf thnis wnitchcraft: 
makenp. Her ey es were paniited wnith lnight ey e shadgw  aid 
there was a faniit crnimsgi gi her lnips. Her ey ebrgws were 
cnrled fawlessly   aid each straid gf snilver hanir was daicniig 
nii the breeze sg tggether they  gave gf a faniit argeit 
radniaice  as nif Shniznkn herself was shniiniig. All these chaiges 
nimprgved her appearaice wnithgnt dnimniinishniig her charm―ig 
they  ranised that charm maiy  tnimes gver  makniig Shniznkn 
lggk igt lnike a snister  igt lnike a chnild  bnt as a fascniiatniig 
wgmai. 

Stella hgwled at thnis snight. 

"W-What nis thnis!? kt's cheatniig! Thnis appearaice  nit's ig 
amatenr wgrk! Dnid y gn call a sty lnist!?" 

"k'm igt a prniicess sg k wgnldi't cheat  aid k dgi't kigw aiy  
sty lnists. My  rggmmate was the gie whg helped me." 

"Rggmmate?" 

kkkni blniiked. 

"Ah  was nit Arnisnnii-sai whg's cgmniig wnith ns tgday ?" 

They  had already  learied the iame frgm Shniznkn's manil. 
Accgrdniig tg Shniznkn  Arnisnnii was ai "glder giee-sai"[  2  2]   
ty pe gf persgi. 

"Yes  Alnice shgnld be here shgrtly ." 

Aid jnst as Shniznkn spgke  Arnisnnii appeared behniid her. 

"Jeez  y gn left tgg qnnickly   Shniznkn. kf y gn trnip  the makenp 



wnill be rnniied  y gn kigw?" 

Bnt― 

"Eh?" 

Stella aid kkkni's expressnigis gice aganii frgze  becanse ig 
matter what aigle they  lggked  the persgi whg dnid Shniznkn's 
prgfessnigial-level makenp was… a bgy . 



Part 3
 

"Hahaha. Nnice tg meet y gn  aid thaik y gn fgr niivnitniig me 
tgday . k'm Shniznkn's rggmmate  Nagni Arnisnnii. k'm igt mnch fgr
beniig called by  my  fnll iame  sg k'd be happy  nif y gn call me 
Alnice―♪" 

The bgy  wnith the tall aid leai fgnre was dressed lnike 
Shniznkn  wnith a vnisnal-keni[  2  3]   ty pe gf appearaice. He tggk gf
hnis bgwler hat aid greeted them wnith smnile  reachniig gnt fgr 
a haidshake. 





"E-Eh  erm  inice tg meet y gn tgg." 

"Ah  y es  hgw dg y gn dg…?" 

kkkni aid Stella iervgnsly  retnried the greetniig  bnt they  
cgnldi't hnide thenir nirest aid started whnisperniig tg each 
gther. 

"H-Hey  wanit kkkni  what's ggniig gi?" 

"Err  nit trgnbles me tgg  y gn kigw." 

Bgth gf them had thgnght Arnisnnii was a gnirl  bnt ig matter 
hgw they  lggked  that wasi't trne. He mnight be a lnittle thnii fgr
a gny   bnt igt eigngh tg mnistake hnim fgr a wgmai. Aid he 
was taller thai kkkni  prgbably  past 180 ceitnimeters. 

"Hnis speech aid gestnres are gnirlnish  rnight? ks thnis a gag? 
Shgnld k langh?" 

"k'm tellniig y gn k cai't aiswer these qnestnigis." 

"Hahaha. Lggk  Shniznkn  they  bgth seem mesmernized by  my  
beanty ." 

"What's wnith that pgsnitnive thniikniig!?" 

Stella aid kkkni retgrted nii ninisgi  thei kkkni scratched the back
gf hnis head. 

"Erm  Alnice-sai?" 

"Ygn dgi't have tg nse '-sai'. k'm bad wnith fgrmalnity ." 

"Thei  Alnice… are y gn  erm… ai gkama[  2  4]  ?" 

"Ngt at all. k'm jnst a manidei bgri nii a mai's bgdy ." 

"W-What's the dnifereice  Stella…!?" 

"Dgi't y gn start askniig me!" 

Lggkniig at the twg whg were gbvnignsly  nieasy   Shniznkn 
spgke. 

"Dges nit really  trgnble y gn?" 



Sniice thenir cgifnsnigi was seei thrgngh  kkkni awkwardly  
scratched hnis cheek. 

"Aha  haha. Well  k kiew pegple lnike that exnist  bnt thnis nis my  
frst tnime actnally  meetniig gie  aid k'm igt snre hgw tg talk 
wnith them  sg… sgrry ." 

"nh  y gn dgi't have tg apglggnize. k'm nsed tg nit. Bnt Shniznkn 
wasi't bgthered at all  y gn kigw." 

Shniznkn glaiced tg gie snide. 

"Becanse k dgi't really  care abgnt geiders that mnch―" 

kkkni was deeply  mgved by  hgw easnily  Shniznkn declared she 
dnidi't mniid Arnisnnii's cnircnmstaices  evei thgngh he cgnldi't 
hnide hnis gwi bewnildermeit at meetniig sgmegie frgm the 
trnibe called gkama. 

I haven't seen Shizuku in so long, but she sure has matured a lot. 

Havniig the heart tg allgw thniigs that gges aganiist cgmmgi 
valnes  nit was sgmethniig he ieeded tg leari. 

"―sniice nit dgesi't matter whether they 're male gr female. k 
snimply  dnislnike hnmainity  nii geieral." 

Pranise retracted. Sgmegie please fid the glne tg meid hnis 
snister's splniitered heart. 

"Well  Alnice nisi't a ty pe y gn'd cgme by  gftei  bnt she 
cgisniders herself a wgmai aid k dg lnikewnise. Bgth ninini-sama 
aid Stella-sai  nif y gn cai  please thniik gf her as a wgmai as 
well  aid treat her sg." 

"k'll try  my  best." 

"Thaik y gn  bnt y gn dgi't have tg pnsh y gnrself. k'd hate tg 
make thniigs awkward  y gn kigw." 

Arnisnnii was qnnite smggth  gnivniig them ai escape rgnte lnike 
that. 

"Aiy way   thnis meais every gie's gathered  sg we shgnld head
fgr the mgvnie theater." 



kkkni igdded. 

"That's rnight. Jnst staidniig here nis bgrniig tgg." 

"There's stnill a whnile nitnil the mgvnie starts  sg let's take gnr 
tnime  ninini-sama." 

Shniznkn prgpgsed that after lggkniig at her wrnistwatch  aid 
eitwniied her arm wnith kkkni's as nif nit was cgmpletely  iatnral. kt
was a pgsnitnigi she tggk whnile walkniig wnith kkkni  back whei 
they  were knids. 

"Whga!" 

kkkni y elped. Hnis hardeied resglve was already  abgnt tg break 
aid fraikly  the pgssnibnilnity  that Shniznkn wgnld bewnitch hnim 
tgday  was strgig. He waited tg pnll away   bnt…. 

"Mmm  nit's beei a lgig tnime sniice we last walked lnike thnis. 
Rnight  ninini-sama?" 

"Eh  y -y es. That's… rnight." 

He cgnldi't say  aiy thniig whei Shniznkn smniled sg happnily  as 
she remembered the past. Shniznkn y earied fgr hnis lgve as a 
snister  aid wnished tg staid besnide hnim lnike thnis  bnt he 
cgnldi't see her as hnis snister. Hnis heart was tgg nicggl. 

Bnt evei nif Shniznkn wnished fgr igthniig mgre  there was ig 
way  Stella cgnld qnnietly  let nit pass. She snddeily  cnt nii 
betweei them. 

"Hey ! What dg y gn thniik y gn're dgniig sg snddeily !" 

"What? Thnis nis jnst snimple skniishnip[  2  5]   betweei sniblniigs. We 
nsed tg walk lnike thnis pleity ." 

"Ah  erm. Ahaha  that's trne." 

"Th-Thei me tgg―" 

"k thgnght y gn'd say  that  sg k prepared jnst the thniig. Here  a
leash. Please nse thnis tg eijgy  a slave's skniishnip tg the 
fnllest." 

"nh  hgw thgnghtfnl―y eah rnight! Jnst where nis y gnr mniid 



tnriniig!?" 

"Bnt walkniig besnide y gnr master lacks prgprniety   y gn kigw. 
Ygn sanid y gn siapped at me gily  becanse y gn're ninini-sama's 
slave  y et y gn dgi't hgigr that relatnigishnip cgrrectly ? k thniik k
see the real Vermnillnigi prniicess." 

"Um―" 

"Ng  nit's alrnight. kf y gn wait tg hgld haids wnith ninini-sama 
thei shgnldi't y gn jnst gg ahead? kt's fie sniice he has twg 
haids. Bnt waitniig tg dg thnis wnith a bgy   dg y gn have specnial
feelniigs fgr hnim? Cgnld nit be that Stella-sai  tgwards ninini-
sama―" 

"Th-There's igthniig lnike that! k snimply  lgst a dnel wnith hnim aid
became hnis slave  that's all! That's gnr relatnigishnip―" 

"Thei there's ig reasgi fgr y gn tg hgld haids  nis there?" 

Aid Stella was thwarted lnike sg. 

"Grrr…!" 

"Shall we gg  ninini-sama?" 

"Y-Yeah…." 

"…What was all that abgnt igt beniig captnivated  y gn snis-cgi. 
Pervert…." 

kkkni walked dgwi the rgad wnith Shniznkn gi hnis arm  whnile 
Stella's cnrses hammered hnis back gver aid gver. Cgnld the 
trnip gg peacefnlly  wnith these twg here? 

kt was the begniiiniig gf a day  they  wgnld alway s remember 
wnith niease. 



Part 4

There was a large shgppniig mall iear Hagni Academy   aid 
thenir destniiatnigi Cniiema Laid was lgcated gi the fgnrth aid 
hnighest fggr. The grgnp dnidi't head there rnight away   
becanse as Shniznkn pgniited gnt  there was stnill a whnile nitnil 
the mgvnie started. The fgnrth fggr gily  had the theater aid 
sgme merchaidnise shgps sg they  dnidi't ieed tg gg there sg 
early . kistead  the grgnp weit tg the fggd cgnrt gi the frst 
fggr tg pass sgme tnime. 

"Ni~. Thnis nis delnicnigns~" 

Stella's vgnice started tg waver at the taste gf the crepes they  
bgnght gi Arnisnnii's recgmmeidatnigi. Shniznkn agreed  aid 
inibbled away  wnith her small mgnth. 

"k thgnght they  were rnidnicnlgnsly  expeisnive  bnt they 're really 
wgrth nit." 

Arnisnnii igdded as well. 

"kt nis  rnight? The crepes frgm thnis cgnrt nses sgme very  rnich 
cream―♪ Bnt nif nit's nice cream  k'd snggest the Thnirteei kce 
Cream shgp [  2  6]   gi the thnird fggr." 

"Ygn seem famnilniar wnith a lgt gf thniigs." 

"Well  vnisnitniig thnis place frgm tnime tg tnime pay s gf. Aid 
pastry  nis sgmethniig every  gnirl lnives fgr―♪" 

"Alnice nis definitely  the gie tg ask abgnt sweet pastrnies gr 
beantnifnl clgthes  nif y gn're lggkniig fgr aiy thniig." 

"k havei't seei aiy  shgps that sell dresses fgr a cnte 
prniicess  bnt fgr tasty  sweets k cai pgniit y gn tg a inmber gf 
places. Shall k be the gnnide tgday ?" 

"Really ? Wgw  sgnids fni! What gther stgres dg y gn kigw 
abgnt?" 

"Well  there's a cgfee shgp nii thnis mall  aid the tniramnisn 



there nis―" 

Whnile the gnirls(?) had fni eatniig crepes aid dniscnssniig fggd  
kkkni watched frgm gntsnide thenir cnircle. He dnidi't lnike sweets 
that mnch  sg he cgnldi't fid a way  tg jgnii thnis cgiversatnigi.

But Alice sure mixed in fast. 

Evei Stella  whg had beei mgre snrprnised abgnt Arnisnnii  was 
talkniig wnith hnim far mgre clgsely  thai she dnid wnith the bgy s 
nii class. Arnisnnii really  mnight be the giee-sai ty pe  thgngh 
gnirls wgnld prgbably  fall nii lgve wnith hnis beanty  algie. 

Whnile kkkni snipped hnis niced cgfee nii sglnitnde  he igtniced a bnit 
gf cream stnck gi Shniznkn's cheek. 

Uh oh. 

That wgnld snlly  the make-np. Snre  kkkni felt iervgns abgnt 
Shniznkn's appearaice  aid he was relnieved aid thaikfnl tg 
igt be mesmernized aiy mgre  bnt… 

…But still, the makeup took so much time to prepare, spoiling it would be 
such a waste. 

"Hey   Shniznkn." 

"Yes? What nis nit?" 

Whei Shniznkn tnried tgwards hnim  he wniped the cream gf 
her cheek wnith hnis figer aid― 

"Thnis was gi y gnr face. Sniice y gn weit tg the trgnble gf 
dressniig np sg inicely   y gn shgnld be mgre carefnl." 

―he lnicked nit gf wnithgnt aiy  hesnitatnigi at all. 

Shniznkn's whgle bgdy  weit red as nif she had bnrst niitg fame  
aid she dashed behniid Arnisnnii's chanir. Takniig cgver 
nimmedniately  wheiever she ggt embarrassed was gie gf 
Shniznkn's gld habnits. 

"My  my   cai nit be that Shniznkn's the ty pe wnith all attack aid 
ig defeise?" 

"Sh-Sh-Shnt np Alnice! kt happeied sg s-snddeily   k-k was jnst 



a bnit snrprnised!" 

kkkni watched Shniznkn stntter whnile hnidniig behniid Alnice. 

"Ygn really  dgi't have tg be sg embarrassed jnst becanse gf 
sgme cream." 

Alnice smniled at hnis cgmmeit. 

"k dgi't thniik that's the reasgi  bnt great jgb  bnig brgther." 

"nh? Thei why ?" 

"Hahaha―♪ That's igt sgmethniig y gn shgnld hear frgm me." 

Arnisnnii smggthly  dgdged hnis qnestnigi. Aid frgm the snide gf 
the table  Stella started cgnghniig vnigleitly . 

"Sgrry   sgrry ." 

"Hnh  Stella? What's the matter? Dg y gn have a cgld gr―" 

Whei kkkni tnried  he saw Stella's whgle mgnth cgvered nii 
cream  lnike she was wearniig a Saita Clans beard. 

"What's the matter  kkkni? Ygn lggk sg shgcked. ks there 
sgmethniig gi my  face?" 

"Ygn thniik there nisi't!? That's evei mgre shgckniig!" 

"k-k-kf there's sgmethniig… thei… that… cai't y gn wnipe nit gf  
l-lnike wnith Shniznkn?" 

"Ng  nit's igt ai amgnit k cai wnipe gf wnith a figer! k'll brniig a
tgwel  sg jnst wanit a bnit." 

"Hnh? Bnt―" 

Ngt pansniig fgr Stella tg finish her wgrds  kkkni weit tg bgrrgw 
a tgwel frgm the shgp clerk. 

"…Erm. Stella-sai… Cgnld nit be… that y gn're a mgrgi?" 

"nh  that was sg awkwardly  cnte nit makes me wait tg help 
y gn gnt tgg." 

"Sh-Sh-Shnt np! kt's igt lnike k had a secret mgtnive gr 
aiy thniig! My  haid jnst slnipped aid nit ggt gi my  mgnth! 
That's all! Really !" 



Part 5

After the fgnr gf them finished eatniig crepes  they  eided np 
chattniig nitnil the mgvnie was abgnt tg start. 

"kt seems tg be abgnt tnime  sg let's gg tg the fgnrth fggr." 

Whei Shniznkn prgpgsed that  all gf them prepared tg leave 
the fggd cgnrt  whnich was whei Stella ranised a very  late 
qnestnigi. 

"Hey  kkkni  what mgvnie are we watchniig tgday ?" 

"k dgi't kigw y et." 

After all  the niivnitatnigi came frgm the cnte lnittle snister kkkni 
hadi't seei nii fgnr y ears. He wgnldi't refnse nii aiy  case  sg 
he dnidi't ask fgr that detanil. 

"…Ygn  why  dnid y gn evei cgme here?" 

"Shgnldi't we ask y gn the same thniig?" 

"k'm gily  here tg chapergie  sg nit's fie. Shniznkn  what mgvnie 
are we watchniig?" 

"Jnst a igrmal lgve stgry ." 

"nf cgnrse nit nis. Ygn see? k was rnight tg tag algig!" 

Stella snighed. 

"Aid the tnitle?" 

"I Fell in Love with My Little Sister. Rated R-15[  2  7]  ." 

"How is that a normal love story!?" 

"kt's a lgve that's igrmal aid pnre  nif y gn dgi't mniid them 
beniig sniblniigs." 

"Hgw nis sgmethniig sg nimmgral nii aiy  way  pnre!? Aid hgw 
lnittle seise dg y gn have!? Ygn've ggt sgme ierve try niig tg 
see thnis stnf wnith y gnr brgther! Ygn thniik the atmgsphere nis 
ggniig tg be igrmal? That'll gg way  past mere snrprnise!" 



"k dgi't wait a lectnre frgm sgmegie whg declares herself a 
slave nii frgit gf all her classmates." 

That was qnnite ai apt rebnttal  bnt kkkni wasi't sg lackniig nii 
seise that he'd see a mgvnie lnike thnis algie wnith hnis lnittle 
snister. 

"Shni-Shniznkn…. let's igt watch thnis." 

"Eh~? Why ? What's wrgig wnith nit?" 

"Please explanii what's igt wrgig wnith nit." 

Wgnldi't nit be terrnible nif he  wnith hnis lnittle snister  had tg see ai
R-rated lgve stgry  abgnt a fgrbniddei sniblniig relatnigishnip? 

"A-Aiy hgw  k cai't dg nit! Let's watch sgmethniig else!" 

"Hrm  nif y gn're that niwnillniig  k gness k'll have tg accept nit. 
What dg we watch thei?" 

Shniznkn nsed her stndeit datapad tg access the theater's 
websnite  aid Stella vgniced a prefereice. 

"Ah! ksi't thnis gie gggd? Karna, the Desert Queen. kt's ai 
ainimated mgvnie where Prniicess uaria gets knidiapped by  
desert baidnits bnt eids np fallniig nii lgve wnith the y gnig 
baidnit leader. kt sgnids lnike a rgmaitnic―" 

"Rejected." 

"Why !?" 

"k dgi't wait tg see a mgvnie starrniig a bnitch whg gpeis her 
legs fgr a hggdlnm she dgesi't kigw aiy thniig abgnt." 

"kt's far better thai a perverted mgvnie where sniblniigs dg thnis 
aid that!" 

Alnice snighed. 

"Well  nit seems lnike we wgi't make np gnr mniids evei nif we 
argne mgre. Hgw abgnt we cgmprgmnise aid gg wnith Men's 
Fallen Paradise? Alsg R-15." 

"Who said to compromise on gender!?" 



Stella aid Shniznkn's cgmeback was nii cgmplete harmgiy . 
May be they  cgnld get algig rather well  evei nif nit made Alnice 
pgnt. 

"Hgw niifexnible. Thei there's gily  gie gptnigi left  ai actnigi 
mgvnie." 

kkkni glaiced at the schednle. 

"There's igt mnch tnime befgre nit starts  thgngh." 

"That's niavgnidable sniice nit's a small theater." 

"Bnt k thniik bgth bgy s aid gnirls cai eijgy  ai actnigi flm. ks 
that gkay  wnith y gn twg?" 

"Ugh. kt's regrettable  bnt nif ninini-sama say s sg…." 

"We dgi't have aiy  gther chgnices. Bnt sniice k lnike actnigi tgg  
that's fie k gness." 

Alnice igdded at Shniznkn aid Stella's respgises. 

"Thei there we gg. The mgvnie wnill start sggi  sg let's hnrry ." 

"By  the way  Alnice  what's the tnitle?" 

"Gandhi, the Nirvana of Rage." 

ni the websnite's mgvnie pgster  beieath the wgrd Gaidhni  
there was a machg mai nii a taik tgp carry niig heavy  
weapgiry  aid staidniig aganiist a famniig backgrgnid. The 
tag lniie was "Ygn sanid fgrgniveiess nis a snigi gf streigth  hnh? 
That's a lnie." 

"What the heck nis that!? k waiia see nit!" 

Drawi tg that exaggerated nimage  they  reached ai easy  
cgiseisns  sg kkkni aid cgmpaiy  headed fgr the escalatgr 
ggniig np tg the fgnrth fggr. Bnt as they  reached the thnird  
kkkni stepped gf. 

"Sgrry  every gie  k ieed tg gg tg the washrggm. Please bny  
the tnickets fgr me." 

Arnisnnii alsg fgllgwed kkkni. 



"nh my   k thniik k'll jgnii y gn." 

Stella aid Shniznkn igdded. 

"Thei we'll gg gi ahead aid bny  y gnr share  sg pay  back the 
mgiey  later." 

"Aid please get back befgre the mgvnie starts. There's igt 
mnch tnime left  y gn kigw." 

"nkay   we'll cgme back as sggi as we cai." 

"Shniznkn Shniznkn  k wait a seat besnide kkkni~♪" 

"ninini-sama  we're bny niig tnickets fgr three." 

"Ng! That was a jgke  a jgke!" 

Aid sg Stella aid Shniznkn left  whnile the twg bgy s headed fgr 
the thnird fggr washrggm. 

"Hahaha~♪ Fniially   nit's jnst the twg gf ns." 

kkkni crniiged at Arnisnnii's wgrds. 

"Umm  nif y gn say  nit lnike that...." 

"Eh? Headniig fgr the washrggm wasi't ai excnse?" 

"Ygn're tgtally  wrgig!" 

"k kigw  k was jnst kniddniig. Ygn really  are easy  tg tease." 

"…Sgrry   nit's my  frst tnime talkniig wnith sgmegie lnike y gn  sg k 
cai't seem tg grasp the dnistaice well…." 

"Ygn jnst have tg treat me lnike a igrmal gnirl―" 

Yeah, that's not possible. 

"―bnt dgi't wgrry   k'm igt niiterested nii stranight mei." 

"S-Stranight!?" 

"ki gther wgrds  k'm igt sexnally  niiterested nii y gn." 

"n-nh  sg that's what y gn meai. Yeah  that helps  that really  
helps." 

"Bnt nit's trne that k waited tg talk wnith y gn algie. k've heard a
lgt gf thniigs frgm Shniznkn sg k was wgiderniig what kniid gf 



persgi y gn were." 

"k was alsg niiterested nii y gn  k gness." 

"nh my ? My  my  my ! That's a snrprnise! Thei shgnld the twg gf
ns gg aid see Men's Fallen Paradise rnight igw?" 

"Ngt nii that way ! kt's jnst that  y gn kigw  Shniznkn's really  shy  
sg she dgesi't make frnieids easnily   especnially  wnith bgy s  sg k 
was cnrnigns." 

"Well  k'm jnst a igrmal gnirl… hey   what's wnith that lggk? Are 
y gn gbjectniig?" 

"Ng  igt really ." 

Is he serious? Is he seriously saying that? 

kt really  was nimpgssnible tg kigw hgw pegple gf thnis trnibe thniik
rnight after meetniig gie. kkkni kiew he shgnldi't step 
niprepared niitg a tgpnic he dnidi't niderstaid  sg he chaiged 
nit qnnickly . 

"Abgnt the thniigs y gn heard abgnt me frgm Shniznkn  what 
sgrt gf stnf were they ?" 

"That's a secret betweei gnirls." 

Arnisnnii pnt a lgig  sleider  pniainist-lnike figer befgre hnis lnips. kt
mnight be nirefied  kkkni fgnred  tg cgitniine beniig bgthered 
abgnt thnis sgrt gf behavnigr. Lncknily   Arnisnnii releited. 

"…Bnt she tgld me kkkni unrggaie nis a very  strgig aid 
niiterestniig mai. After meetniig y gn tgday   k agree. Ygn're jnst 
lnike she sanid. Bnt sgmethniig bgthers me. May  k ask?" 

"Snre." 

"ks nit trne that y gn cgnldi't partnicnipate nii aiy  cgmbat 
becanse gf y gnr famnily 's niiterfereice?" 

"Y-Yeah  the schggl baiied me frgm dgniig sg. Frgm bgth 
classes aid mgck battles." 

kkkni wgidered whether Shniznkn alsg talked abgnt hnis dnispnte 
wnith the unrggaie hgnse  evei thgngh nit was cgisnidered a 



famnily  dnisgrace nisnnitable fgr ggssnip. Shniznkn  stnill part gf the
unrggaie hgnsehgld  wgnldi't share nit niless she trnsted 
Arnisnnii deeply . 

"Bnt nit's fie thnis y ear. The iew bgard chanirmai chaiged the 
pglnicy ." 

"ksi't that jnst gggd fgrtnie? What wgnld y gn be dgniig nif the 
chanirmai hadi't cgme?" 

"Whatever k cai  as nsnal. k dnidi't kigw abgnt her 
appgniitmeit gr plais whei k decnided tg repeat the y ear  after
all." 

"Dgi't y gn thniik dgniig the same thniig fgr aigther y ear wgnld
be pgniitless?" 

"Ngt at all. k thniik Alnice already  kigws thnis  bnt the teachers 
at the academy  are prgfessnigials. They  cai grasp a stndeit's
streigth jnst by  lggkniig at them. Aid fgr a mage-kinight 
academy   there's igthniig mgre igtewgrthy  thai prgdncniig a 
Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig  sg really   all k have tg dg nis cgivniice 
the teachers k cai reach that level. k'll jnst becgme strgig 
eigngh tg make them belnieve nit  ig matter hgw maiy  y ears 
nit takes." 

Wnith efgrt  he wgnld make hnimself sg valnable that Hagni 
cgnldi't sell hnim gnt tg the unrggaie hgnse. kkkni kept hnis 
cgivnictnigi strgig as alway s. 

"Bnt k'm gratefnl tg the iew chanirmai. Evei k wgnldi't gg 
thrgngh sg mnch trgnble nif aigther rgad was gpei." 

"k see. k niderstaid igw." 

Fgr a mgmeit  kkkni saw sgmethniig nii Arnisnnii's ey es as Arnisnnii
lggked at hnim frgm ai gntsnider's vaitage. kt was… pnity . 

"kkkni… y gn… y gn've becgme nsed tg beniig hnrt  havei't 
y gn?" 

"Alnice?" 

"Thnis nis sgmethniig frgm my  gwi expernieice  sg nit mnight igt 



apply  tg y gn. Streigth nis  nii the eid  all abgnt jnst hgw mnch 
y gn're able tg eidnre. kf y gn dgi't let streigth gg gice nii a 
whnile  aid cgitniine tg strnggle nider y gnr bnrdei  thei gie 
day  y gn'll break hard eigngh that y gn cai't be fxed 
aiy mgre. Ngrmally   the heart wgnld cry  gnt wnith all nits aiger 
sadiess  aid nirrnitatnigi  that 'k wait sgmegie tg kigw my  
panii' aid 'k wait sgmegie tg niderstaid my  sgrrgw'. Bnt 
y gn've beei hgldniig nit nii sg lgig y gn ig lgiger hear that cry ."

kkkni was snrprnised by  these wgrds. He cgnldi't niderstaid 
them  evei thgngh Arnisnnii's face clgsed as nif grnievniig. 

"….Th-That  k dgi't thniik that's the case thgngh." 

kkkni dnidi't lack snch emgtnigis  aid there were certaniily  tnimes
kkkni felt aigry  gr sad. Bnt Arnisnnii shggk hnis head. 

"Ng  y gn cai't hear nit. At the least  y gn cai't rnight igw. k 
meai  nif y gn cgnld  hgw wgnld y gn stay  sg calm? Hgw wgnld 
y gn smnile sg easnily ?" 

I haven't exactly sailed through life so far. 

Bnt stnill  Arnisnnii was prgbably  gver-thniikniig nit  sg kkkni cgnldi't
dg mnch bnt shgw a trgnbled smnile evei thgngh Arnisnnii was 
talkniig sg sernignsly  wnith snch a grnim face. Arnisnnii snighed at 
kkkni's niclear expressnigi. 

Well, there's no way my words would reach him. 

Hgw mnch wenight dnid these wgrds pgssess? kkkni was a 
straiger whgm Arnisnnii jnst met tgday   bnt evei thgngh 
Arnisnnii kiew he wgnldi't get far  he eided np try niig aiy way . 
He waited tg gpei kkkni's ey es  becanse igt gily  was kkkni 
unrggaie nimpgrtait tg Shniznkn  bnt Arnisnnii alsg thgnght hnim 
a pleasait persgi. 

ki the eid  Arnisnnii gave ai eicgnragniig smnile  aid knissed the
snilver rgsary  hnig argnid hnis ieck. 

"kt'd be inice nif sgmegie whg cai hear that cry  fgr y gn ever 
appeared. k pray  frgm the bgttgm gf my  heart  as a frnieid." 



Bnt kkkni dnidi't niderstaid that pray er. Was he snppgsed tg 
thaik Arnisnnii? He cgnldi't help bnt be cgifnsed  aid Arnisnnii's
wgrds remaniied nii hnis mniid  echgniig almgst as nif nit was a 
kniid gf revelatnigi. 

Snddeily   Arnisnnii's expressnigi hardeied. kt wasi't the sad 
expressnigi he jnst wgre  bnt a teise gie flled wnith cgiceri. 
He started tg scai thenir snrrgnidniigs. 

"Alnice?" 

"kkkni  cgnld y gn fgllgw me fgr a bnit?" 

Arnisnnii grabbed kkkni's arm aid rnshed giward. 

"Eh? E-Eh!?" 

"Jnst rni." 

Wnithgnt lnisteiniig tg kkkni's cgmplaniits  Arnisnnii dashed tgwards 
the washrggm they  were headed fgr. May be he cgnldi't hgld 
nit aiy mgre? 

Jnst whei kkkni thgnght that―he heard ai explgsnigi  glass 
breakniig… aid gnishgts accgmpainied by  screams. 



Part 6

Twg mei wearniig black cgmbat ninifgrms aid gas masks 
eitered the washrggm where kkkni aid Arnisnnii were hnidniig. 

「Gggd  all that's left nis thnis mei's rggm. k'll gg search the 
stalls. Ygn wanit here.」 

「Bah  why  dg we ggtta check them gie by  gie?」 

「H-Hey !」 

The mai wnith the frnivglgns tgie nigigred hnis partier  animed 
the mnzzle gf hnis M4 assanlt rnife tgwards the stalls  aid 
swept the rggm wnith fnll-antg fre. By  the tnime the gnishgts 
stgpped  all the stall dggrs had beei blasted tg rnnii. Ngbgdy  
there cgnld cgme gnt niharmed  bnt blggd dnidi't fgw frgm 
aiy  gf the half-destrgy ed stalls. 

「Ygn see? Ngbgdy 's nii.」 

「Dgi't dg stnf the lazy  way ! We're snppgsed tg take the 
cnstgmers hgstage  dammnit!」 

「k jnst waited tg fre a gni. Anii't nit gkay   sniice there's ig 
blggd aiy way ? Sg they 're empty . Hahaha.」 

「…kf Bnischgf-sai knills y gn  nit wgi't be my  prgblem.」 

The sgnid gf dnistnrbniig langhter fgllgwed the twg mei's exnit  
leavniig gily  debrnis aid a bnrit smell nii the restrggm  bnt 
frgm the shadgws cast by  fngresceit cenilniig lnights  Arnisnnii 
aid kkkni pgpped thenir heads np as nif gnt gf black water. After 
cgifrmniig that thenir eiemnies had left  Arnisnnii ranised hnimself 
frgm the shadgws. 

"Hmm  lggks lnike they 're ggie." 

ki hnis haid  a dagger shniied wnith dark gray  radniaice. 

"That's my  Darkness Hermit[  2  8]  . Qnnite haidy   rnight?" 

"A pgwer tg mainipnlate shadgws? kt's certaniily  nsefnl." 



"Well  nii a brnightly  lnit feld wnithgnt aiy  gbstacles tg make 
thgse shadgws  nit's igt qnnite sg gggd." 

kkkni had gnessed the same. Thnis pgwer was better snnited fgr 
assassniis thai fgr kinights. 

"Bnt nif sgmegie fgnid gnt that y gn nsed y gnr Devnice gntsnide 
campns  y gn'll get nii trgnble." 

"Harsh snitnatnigis demaid rnisky  mgves. k dnidi't have a chgnice 
here. kt's gkay  nif y gn dgi't tell aiy gie thgngh." 

Arnisnnii gfered hnis gther haid tg kkkni  aid whei kkkni grabbed 
nit  Arnisnnii pnlled hnim np. 

"k wgi't say  aiy thniig. Thaiks fgr savniig ns. Jnst whg were 
thgse gny s?" 

"Rebellnigi." 

kkkni's ey es wnideied at Arnisnnii's nihesnitait reply . Rebellnigi 
was the wgrld's mgst niifamgns crnime sy idnicate. They  called 
Blazers hnmainity 's iew chgsei breed whnile deemniig all 
gthers niifernigr  aid they  waited tg destrgy  sgcniety  sg they  
cgnld bnnild thenir gwi paradnise where the chgsei few rnled 
gver the cgmmgi pegple. 

"Hgw dg y gn kigw they 're Rebellnigi?" 

"k was dragged niitg sgmethniig lnike thnis where k nsed tg lnive  
aid the eqnnipmeit nis exactly  the same. Mgre nimpgrtaitly   k'm
wgrrnied abgnt Shniznkn." 

"Yeah  bnt there's sgmethniig we have tg dg frst." 

kkkni tggk gnt hnis stndeit datapad aid dnialed ai emergeicy  
inmber he regnistered befgrehaid. The call nimmedniately  
cgiiected aid the famnilniar face gf Hagni Academy 's bgard 
chanirmai  unrgig Shniignnjni  appeared gi screei. 

「k'm aware gf nit.」 

unrgig nimmedniately  dnispeised wnith explaiatnigis. kt seemed 
the prgblem was already  kigwi gntsnide the mall. 



"That helps a lgt. Thei please gnive kkkni unrggaie  Stella 
Vermnillnigi  Shniznkn unrggaie  aid Nagni Arnisnnii permnissnigi tg 
nse thenir Devnices gntsnide campns." 

「Very  well  k anthgrnize y gn fgnr tg nse y gnr abnilnitnies gf schggl 
grgnids.」 

"Great. That takes care gf the mgst crnitnical thniig." 

After kkkni finished  Arnisnnii spgke np as well. 

"Chanirmai  cai y gn tell ns what y gn kigw gf the snitnatnigi?" 

「The cnlprnits are Rebellnigi  abgnt tweity  tg thnirty  ninits  all 
eqnnipped wnith weapgis. Thenir gbjectnives are raisgm mgiey  
aid the gggds aid cash nii the mall. Lgig stgry  shgrt  thnis nis 
thenir pernigdnic fnidranisniig.」 

"Have there beei casnaltnies?" 

「A few pegple were baiged np whnile escapniig the nprgar as 
nit frst gccnrred  sg jnst sgme lnight niijnrnies. Stnill ig dead gr 
heavnily  niijnred. Accgrdniig tg nimages we tggk frgm secnrnity  
cameras  Rebellnigi has gathered abgnt ffty  hgstages nii the 
fggd cgnrt.」 

"Fggd cgnrt… where we had gnr crepes?" 

kkkni igdded. 

"Yeah  that drafty  plaza." 

"k cai reach that far wnith my  Shadow Walk[  2  9]  . We cai get 
there nimmedniately ." 

"Thei we'll frst mgve tg a place wnith cgicealmeit aid 
gbserve the snitnatnigi. Stella aid Shniznkn are prgbably  there 
tgg." 

Thgse twg wgnld iever abaidgi the hgstages aid rni away . 
They  shgnld've mnixed nii wnith the hgstages whnile hnidniig thenir 
magnic pgwer. 

「k thniik y gn already  kigw  bnt the safety  gf hgstages cgmes 
frst. Dgi't gg gverbgard.」 



Ackigwledgniig unrgig's advnice  kkkni tnried gf the datapad tg
make snre nit made ig ignise. 

"nkay   let's mgve." 

"Leave nit tg me." 

Arnisnnii clasped kkkni's exteided haid  aid they  nimmedniately  
saik niitg thenir shadgws. Cgiiectniig shadgws wnith gie 
aigther lnike waterway s  Shadgw Walk cgnld gily  be 
mainipnlated by  Arnisnnii  the nser gf Darkness Hermit  sg kkkni held
hnis breath aid swam thrgngh lnike Arnisnnii dnid. 

"We're here." 

After swnimmniig nii the darkiess fgr a shgrt whnile  they  
reached a place gverlggkniig the fggd cgnrt  the shadgw gf a 
pnillar nii the thnird fggr atrninm that gave a bnird's ey e vniew gf 
the whgle area. Leavniig Shadgw Walk aid recgiigniterniig  kkkni
aid Arnisnnii cgifrmed unrgig's niifg. Hgstages were gathered 
belgw  eicnircled by  abgnt tei pegple wearniig the same black 
cgmbat ninifgrms they  saw befgre. 

"kkkni  there." 

ki the dnirectnigi Arnisnnii was pgniitniig  Shniznkn's fgnre was 
vnisnible amgig wnith the hgstages. 

"Bnt k dgi't see Stella-chai." 

"…Ng  there she nis besnide Shniznkn  the gie wnith the large hat.
She's famgns as a kinight sg she's cgicealniig herself." 

"Ngw that y gn meitnigi nit  she's appeared nii iewspapers  
rnight? Bnt the snitnatnigi's igt tgg gggd." 

"Yeah  the hgstages are placed tgg clgse tg the crnimniials. kf 
we break thrgngh recklessly   the hgstages wnill definitely  get 
hnrt. Aid besnides  the inmber gf Rebellnigi trggps dgesi't 
add np." 

"May be they 're actniig nii sqnads? We have ig chgnice bnt tg 
wanit fgr igw." 

Evei nif Rebellnigi was actniig nii sqnads  the ratnig gf hgstages 



tg Rebellnigi trggps was a lnittle tgg hnigh  whnich wgnld be a 
prgblem fgr the trggps nif the hgstages trnied tg escape. There 
mnight be gppgrtninitnies nsniig that gversnight  sg they  decnided 
tg stay  pnt aid keep watchniig fgr the tnime beniig―bnt the 
snitnatnigi chaiged nii a way  they  cgnldi't have nimagniied. 

「Dgi't bnlly  my  mgther―!」 

Snddeily   a bgy  argnid the age gf a kniidergartier rnshed 
tgward a gni-tgtniig Rebellnigi sgldnier. 

Oh no! 

Thnis was bad  bnt they  were nii ig pgsnitnigi tg stgp the bgy   
whg screamed aid threw the nice cream he held at the mai  
splatterniig the mai wnith whnite. That cgnldi't pgssnibly  brniig a 
mai dgwi  bnt nit was mgre thai eigngh tg prgvgke. 

「Ygn braaaat!」 

The sgldnier screamed nii rage aid knicked the bgy ―whg wasi't
evei tall eigngh tg reach hnis wanist―nii the face wnithgnt 
hesnitatnigi. 

「Ahh  Shniijni!」 

A wgmai nii her tweitnies  prgbably  the bgy 's mgther  dashed 
gnt frgm the rniig gf hgstages. Her abdgmei was large  bnt 
she mgved sg qnnickly  that gie wgnldi't thniik her pregiait  
aid she desperately  mgved betweei the bgy  aid the sgldnier. 

「nnt gf the way   wgmai! Dgi't bntt nii!」 

「k'm sgrry   k'm sgrry   he's stnill jnst a chnild! Please fgrgnive ns!」 

Aigther Rebellnigi sgldnier lggked tgward all the ignise. 

「Hey   what the hell are y gn dgniig!?」 

「Thnis fnckniig brat ggt nice cream gi my  clgthes! k'm ggiia knill
hnim!」 

「What's the matter wnith y gn!? Hgw maiy  tnimes have k tgld 



y gn igt tg tgnch the hgstages  dammnit!? Ygn cai gg dnie by  
y gnrself  bnt nif y gn pniss gf Bnischgf-sai he anii't stgppniig tnill 
he knills a dgzei pegple. Dgi't get ns niivglved nii y gnr mess!」 

「Shnt np! There's a lgt gf 'em sg nit wgi't matter nif we shggt 
gie gr twg!」 

After that  the sgldnier tnried argnid aid pgniited the mnzzle 
gf hnis rnife tgwards the bgy  aid wgmai. 

「Ng  please! Spare ns!」 

「Ygn pegple mnight as well be pnigs nii gnr ntgpnia  bnt y gn dare 
dnirty  ai hgigrary  cnitnizei lnike me? Ygn'll pay  fgr that wnith y gnr 
lnife!」 

He pnt hnis figer gi the trnigger wnithgnt aiy  hesnitatnigi  aid a 
lead bnllet bnrst gnt frgm the barrel. Tg blgck nit  the pregiait 
mgther cgvered her chnild wnith her back. Hgw fntnile. The bnllet
wgnld peietrate the wgmai's bgdy  aid hnit the chnild behniid 
her tgg. 

Bnt the bnllet iever reached the mgther―becanse Stella's 
fames bnried away  evei the specks gf dnst that few frgm 
the mnzzle. 



Part 7

「kt's best nif k gg gnt by  my self… k wgnld've beei fgnid gnt 
sggier gr later… kt's alrnight. kf they  kigw whg k am  they  
wgi't knill me rnight away … That's why  y gn shgnld keep hnidniig 
aid make preparatnigis jnst nii case.」 

After stgppniig Shniznkn wnith these wgrds  Stella scgrched the 
bnllet by  castniig fre niitg nits path  aid the Rebellnigi sgldniers 
fell niitg cgifnsnigi at the snddei threat. 

"A Blazer!?" 

"Shnit!" 

They  tnried tgwards Stella refexnively  aid fred thenir rnifes at 
her nii ninisgi. A stgrm gf bnllets shgt fgrth. 

"Empress Dress[  3  0]  ." 

Stella's feathered rgbe gf fame vapgrnized all the bnllets 
befgre they  evei reached her. Bnt― 

"Anininieeeee!" 

―the hgstages started tg painic becanse gf the snddei 
gnifre. M4 rnifes dnidi't have perfect accnracy . At thnis rate  
the hgstages wgnld alsg eid np beniig hnit. 

"Everyone settle down!!!" 

A vgnice flled wnith dniginity  raig gnt abgve the sgnids gf 
gnifre aid screams  aid canght the atteitnigis gf every gie 
preseit whether they  lniked nit gr igt. The hgstages whg were 
preparniig tg fee frgze  aid the Rebellnigi sgldniers teised np 
lnike scglded chnildrei. 

"k dgi't wait tg fght y gn all  sg please calm dgwi aid lnistei 
tg what k have tg say ." 

That takes care of the panic for now. 

Stella felt relnief as she spgke. ki Japai  she was merely  a 



hnigh-schggler  bnt she was alsg a prniicess gf the Vermnillnigi 
Empnire. She kiew qnnite a bnit abgnt the niiteriatnigial crnime 
grgainizatnigi Rebellnigi  niiclndniig hgw nit grgainized nits ninits. 
Evei thgngh Rebellnigi was wnidely  kigwi as ai grgainizatnigi 
gf Blazers  nii trnth the majgrnity  gf nits members were igi-
Blazers referred tg as 'Adhereits'. ki the iew wgrld grder that
Rebellnigi waited tg create  the 'Apgstles'  whg were Blazers  
were actnally  a mniigrnity . Rebellnigi ninits were cgmpgsed gf 
thnis small grgnp gf Blazers cgmmaidniig the igi-Blazers as 
sgldniers. 

Every  sniigle Rebellnigi sgldnier here was ai Adhereit  sg the 
Apgstle leadniig them was prgbably  sgmewhere iearby . 

There should be only one Apostle for an operation of this level. I really didn't
want to move rashly before he comes out though. 

Shgwniig herself nii thnis snitnatnigi was a majgr dnisadvaitage. 
Wnith that nii mniid  Stella gice aganii cast a sharp glare 
tgwards the sgldniers. 

"k'll represeit the hgstages here aid ieggtniate wnith y gnr 
leader." 

"W-What the hell's thnis gnirl say niig!? Ygn  hgw dare―" 

kt seemed lnike the sgldniers hadi't recgginized her y et  sg 
Stella remgved the hat she bgrrgwed frgm a stgre. 

"k am―" 

"nh dear gh dear~? kt lggks lnike we have gie hell gf a VkP 
mnixed nii here." 

A vgnice niiterrnpted Stella befgre she cgnld reveal her nideitnity .
Lggkniig tgward that vgnice  she saw a mai staidniig wnith a 
grgnp gf argnid tei fnlly -armed sgldniers. Whei thenir ey es 
met  the mai smniled  twnistniig the tattgg drawi gi hnis face. 

"Well  nif nit anii't the Vermnillnigi Empnire's secgid prniicess. 
Hehehe." 



"Fnll black clgthniig aid a ggld-decgrated gvercgat… ai 
Apgstle's rgbe. kt meais y gn're the bgss gf these fggls  rnight?"

"Hehehe  sg pleased tg make y gnr acqnaniitaice. Yes  that's 
exactly  rnight. k gg by  the iame Bnischgf[  3  1]  . The hgigr nis 
mniie  Prniicess." 

The mai―Bnischgf―bgwed respectfnlly  tgwards Stella  thei 
tnried tgwards hnis snbgrdniiates eicnirclniig the hgstages aid 
gave ai gfeided expressnigi. 

"Hey   what the devnil are y gn bastards dgniig? Cai't y gn evei 
baby snit prgperly ?" 

"Tha―" 

"Dnidi't k tell y gn tg wanit? Dnidi't k tell y gn igt tg tgnch the 
hgstages? Dnidi't k?" 

"W-We trnied tg stgp hnim! Bnt that bastard Yaknii wgnldi't 
lnistei!" 

"Ya~knii. Was nit y gn cansniig thnis mess?" 

"N-Ng wanit  th-that brat dnirtnied my  paits aid―" 

"Hnh!? Ygn weit ints jnst becanse gf… ig." 

Bnischgf tnried argnid wnith a thgnghtfnl lggk. 

"…Hehehe." 

"Bnischgf-sai?" 

"Ahh  Yaknii. That mnst've beei a dnisaster. k sy mpathnize  
really ." 

Bnischgf's attnitnde chaiged snddeily  aid he patted the 
sgldnier whg had nice cream spnilled gi hnis paits  thei pnlled 
gnt a gni aid pgniited nit at the bgy  whg the mgther was 
prgtectniig. 

"Rest easy . k'll balaice the scales fgr y gn  my  hgigrary  
cnitnizei." 

Stella spgke np nii shgck. 



"W-What are y gn dgniig!?" 

"What? Anii't nit gbvnigns  Prniicess? k'm ggiia have thnis knid 
take respgisnibnilnity  fgr what he dnid. Respgisnibnilnity  nis 
nimpgrtait  ig?" 

"Dnidi't y gn say  y gn werei't ggniig tg tgnch the hgstages!?" 

"Well… that wgnld be trne nif they  stay ed stnill  bnt thnis brat 
dnidi't. Ahh  he anii't ai adnlt y et sg we cai't jndge hnim tgg 
hard  bnt… what the knid dnid was stnill a snii. He trampled the 
dniginity  gf thnis hgigrary  cnitnizei here  sg he has tg pay  wnith hnis
lnife. Peiaice fgr snii  fgrgniveiess fgr peiaice  that's my  
mgttg  y gn see!" 

Bnischgf snddeily  sqneezed the trnigger a lnittle. He was really  
ggniig tg shggt  sg Stella dnidi't hesnitate tg mainifest Lævateinn. 

"Haaaaa!" 

She leapt fgrward aid slashed at Bnischgf. Seeniig that  Bnischgf
smniled. 

He baited me!? 

Bnt ig matter! She wgnldi't gnive hnim tnime tg snmmgi hnis 
Devnice. Bnischgf was gily  hgldniig a haidgni. There was ig 
way  he cgnld blgck Lævateinn wnith sgmethniig lnike that! 

Stella slashed the mai algig hnis gni  bnt―Bnischgf stgpped 
that slash wnith gily  hnis niidex aid mniddle figer. 

"Wha―!" 

"Hehehe  gh dear. Ygn're fast aid strgig lnike the rnmgrs say  
abgnt A-Raiks. Bnt alas  y gn dgi't kigw hgw wnide aid 
terrnify niig thnis wgrld cai be." 

Stella cgnldi't hnide her snrprnise. A slash wnith all her mnight 
had beei cgmpletely  blgcked wnith gily  the figers gf gie 
haid. That was ig hnmai techiniqne; the figer aid the arm 
shgnld've beei tgri gf tggether. Evei nif the slash had 
sgmehgw beei blgcked  the arm wgnld stnill be bnrit by  
Lævateinn's fames. Bnt Bnischgf was cgmpletely  niafected by  



bgth fgrce aid heat  stgppniig her swgrd casnally . 

Hgw? Faster thai the aiswer cgnld cgme  Bnischgf's rnight 
haid strnck Stella's abdgmei. 

"Gnh… nh…!?" 

kt was ai gfeisnive pgwer that cgmpletely  shattered her 
Empress Dress. Stella cgllapsed wnith jnst gie hnit. 

How? He didn't look like that strong a Blazer…! 

What was wnith thnis crazy  attack pgwer? Stella almgst faniited 
nii aggiy   bnt she lggked np at Bnischgf aid realnized the secret
behniid hnis attack. 

"Thgse… r-rniigs!" 

Bnischgf was wearniig a rniig gi the mniddle figer gf each haid 
aid they  emnitted ai gmniigns red lnight. They  mnight lggk lnike 
snimple accessgrnies at frst glaice  bnt― 

"Thnis nis my  Devnice  Judgment Ring[  3  2]  . kts specnialty  nis dealniig 
wnith "snii" aid "peiaice". The left absgrbs all attacks tgwards
me  whnile the rnight cgiverts nit niitg a magnical pgwer aid 
retnris npgi my  eiemy . Hehehe  nii gther wgrds  the strgiger
my  eiemnies  the strgiger k becgme." 

"…k see  sg k was hnit by  my  gwi fnll pgwer." 

Hnis explaiatnigi was crednible sniice she cgnldi't staid np. 

"Ygn really  shgnldi't jnmp nii whei y gn dgi't kigw what 
pgwer y gnr gppgieit hglds  dear prniicess~." 

"…Arei't… y gn the gie… whg made me dg nit?" 

"Hehehe  gh  y gn're qnnite rnight. Aganiist the Crnimsgi Prniicess 
k really  cgnldi't afgrd tg be pnicky  wnith my  tactnics. k'm sg 
sgrry  abgnt that. Bnt well  k'm nimpressed. Ygn  the prniicess gf 
aigther cgnitry   cgnld've stay ed inicely  hniddei  bnt y gn 
chgse tg shnield sgme brat. kt's trnly  tgnchniig. ks thnis what 
they  call igblesse gblnige? k  Bnischgf  am trnly  nii awe  sg k'll 
tell dear Prniicess Stella a way  tg save that knid." 



"What… way ?" 

"There's a very  snimple methgd  y gn see  a methgd gf 
repeitaice every gie kigws: apglggnizniig after dgniig 
sgmethniig wrgig. Bnt y gnr hnighiess  y gn mnst apglggnize nii 
the knid's place―kieelniig whnile stark iaked! Ha ha ha ha!" 



Part 8

At Bnischgf's demaid  kkkni bgniled wnith aiger. He waited tg 
leap gnt frgm the hall abgve aid cnt the mai tg pnieces  bnt―

…No! 

kf he dnid sg  nit wgnld resnlt nii chags  aid the hgstages wgnld 
snfer casnaltnies. He had tg avgnid that at all cgst. 

"Hehe… gf cgnrse  k wgi't fgrce y gn. Hgw cgnld k ever grder a
prniicess argnid? k wgi't mniid nif y gn refnse. Bnt nif sg  k'll have
thnis brat take respgisnibnilnity  as plaiied." 

What a filthy man! 

kkkni bnit hnis lnips hard tg snppressniig hnis aiger. Bnischgf thgnght 
that Stella cgnldi't accept that demaid  sg he gave her the 
gptnigi jnst tg hnmnilniate her. Bnt Stella's reply  was exactly  as 
kkkni expected. 

"…k niderstaid." 

Stella dnispelled Lævateinn aid released a snigh gf snrreider 
whnile cgicealniig her vexatnigi. 

"ki retnri  prgmnise me the hgstages wgi't take a scratch." 

"nf cgnrse. k  Bnischgf  am a mai kigwi fgr igt breakniig hnis 
wgrd  sg rest assnred. Well  the raisgm mgiey  aid gnr 
snccessfnl escape mnst alsg be gnaraiteed." 

"…As y gn prgmnised  thei." 

After cgifrmniig  Stella stggd np. Her kiees were shakniig  
prgbably  frgm the damage she tggk befgre  bnt her haids 
remgvniig her clgthes were shakniig igt frgm panii  bnt frgm 
agnitatnigi. 





"Wgw  haha! Thnis nis awesgme  ai nimpernial prniicess strnip 
shgw!" 

"What a inice nidea! kt's jnst lnike Bnischgf-sai tg thniik gf nit!" 

"Yeah  strnip strnip strnip! Hahaha!" 

Stella's face was dy ed red nii shame. She had ig chgnice bnt tg
expgse her iaked bgdy  nii frgit gf these scnm  sg she tggk gf
her clgthes gie pniece at a tnime. 

Her cardnigai fell  aid her beantnifnl shgnlders were expgsed.
Her sknirt slnid dgwi tg her feet  aid her sleider aid allnrniig 
legs were bared.
Her blgnse bnttgis came gf gie by  gie  aid her small iavel 
cgnld be seei frgm the crevnice.
Aid fially  she gily  had her whnite-strniig nidergarmeits left. 

"Mai  crazy . That's gie hell gf a bnst. ks thnis really  a hnigh 
schggl gnirl?" 

"k cai't get eigngh gf thnis!" 

"Bnischgf-sai! Cai we take pnictnres?" 

"Ygn're tgg ignisy   y gn hgriy  bastards. Hehehe  the real shgw 
starts igw." 

Takniig that nibearably  flthy  vgnice tg heart  Stella's bgdy  
trembled. At that mgmeit  kkkni saw sgmethniig glnitterniig gi 
Stella's cheeks. 

Tears. 

The mgmeit he saw that small sparkle frgm her ey es  kkkni 
heard a rnippniig sgnid aid felt sgmethniig tear apart. That 
was the sgnid gf hnis lnips beniig bnittei gpei  aid the reasgi 
snppressniig hnis aiger cgmniig nidgie. 

―Stella! 

Bnt kkkni cgnld igt mgve frgm hnis spgt. 

"Ugh!" 



He felt as nif hnis bgdy  was tnied tg the grgnid. Whei he tnried 
hnis ieck  he cgnld see Arnisnnii's Devnice Darkness Hermit stabbed
niitg hnis shadgw. Arnisnnii had stgpped kkkni's actnigis wnith a 
Ngble Art that arrests a target's mgvemeit  Shadow Bind[  3  3]  . 

"Calm dgwi. What were y gn abgnt tg dg  jnmpniig nii at a tnime
lnike thnis?" 

"Bnt nif k dgi't gg igw  Stella wnill…!" 

"kt's alrnight. k have a plai. Shniznkn's makniig her mgve  sg jnst
wanit a lnittle bnit." 

kkkni cgnldi't belnieve thgse wgrds. 

"Shniznkn…?" 

"Yes. She's makniig a water barrnier whnile hnidniig her magnic 
pgwer." 

Hearniig that  kkkni lggked tgward the hall aganii aid trnied tg 
search fgr the preseice gf magnic  bnt― 

"…ks that trne? k dgi't see aiy thniig." 

"Well  gf cgnrse. Shniznkn mnight be niifernigr tg Stella nii gverall 
scgres bnt whei nit cgmes tg magnic cgitrgl  she's 
niqnestnigiably  thnis y ear's inmber gie. Ygn cgnld say  
Shniznkn has A-Raik abnilnity  nii that area algie." 

kkkni's face shgwed clear snrprnise at Arnisnnii's explaiatnigi. 
Accgrdniig tg that statns  Shniznkn cgnld dg thniigs nsniig a 
qnarter the magnic pgwer that aiy  gther Blazer wgnld ieed. 
Fnrthermgre  Shniznkn unrggaie was a techiniqne-ty pe Blazer. 

"kf sgmegie gf Shniznkn's level hnides her magnic pgwer  ig gie 
cgnld detect nit." 

Arnisnnii shgwed hnis stndeit datapad tg kkkni  havniig appareitly 
left nit gi bnt snileit. A manil frgm Shniznkn was vnisnible. 

「settniig barrnier igw     wnill snigial whei cgmplete」 

kt was a shgrt message that she prgbably  ty ped whnile igt 
lggkniig at the termniial as a precantnigi  bnt the meainiig was 



easnily  niderstaidable. 

Shizuku! 

kkkni called gnt hnis snister's iame jgy fnlly  nii hnis heart. As nif 
respgidniig tg hnis call― 

"Shouha Suiren[  3  4]  ―!" 

The water nser Shniznkn unrggaie ranised a barrnier tg separate 
the hgstages frgm the Rebellnigi sgldniers. That was her snigial.



Part 9

"What!?" 

A barrnier gf water abrnptly  rnshniig npward―gily  a Blazer 
cgnld create snch a thniig. Bnischgf cgisnidered the pgssnibnilnity  
that sgme gther kinight had beei hniddei  aid shgnted― 

"kf y gn wgi't stay  qnniet thei we'll jnst knill every gie! All gf y gn
bastards  fre gi the hgstages!" 

At Bnischgf's grder  the Adhereits animed at the cnivnilniais gi the
gther snide gf the barrnier aid pnlled thenir trniggers nii ninisgi. 
Thgse hgstages  startled by  the water aid thei the vglley  gf 
gnishgts  painicked aid screamed as nif they 'd beei thrgwi 
niitg a canldrgi gf hgt gnil. 

Bnt igt a sniigle fred bnllet reached the hgstages. Despnite 
makniig ignise lnike a crashniig waterfall  the bnllets were all 
stgpped by  Shniznkn's Ngble Art  Shgnha Snnirei. 

Water had very  strgig nimpact resnistaice  aid fallniig gitg nits 
snrface frgm hnigh np was lnike hnittniig cgicrete. Fgr a hnigh-
speed gbject lnike a rnife bnllet  hnittniig grdniiary  water wgnld 
be eigngh tg break nit tg fragmeits  aid water niifnsed wnith 
Shniznkn's magnic pgwer had a sglnidnity  lnike nirgi. Ngthniig made 
gf lead cgnld peietrate that. 

Aid Shniznkn was igt fghtniig algie. At the same tnime she 
nsed Shgnha Snnirei  kkkni niivgked kttgn Shnra. He jnmped 
frgm the thnird-fggr atrninm  makniig a decnisnive snrprnise attack 
frgm abgve Bnischgf's head. 

"Tch! They  had pegple abgve tgg!?" 

Bnt Bnischgf was a terrgrnist whg had strnggled thrgngh maiy  
extreme snitnatnigis. Ngtnicniig the snrprnise attack nimmedniately   
he qnnickly  made a cgnitermgve  reachniig gnt tgward kkkni's 
Intetsu wnith the same left haid that had canght Stella's 
Lævateinn befgre. The Judgment Ring that senized every  sniigle 



attack as snii―hnis left haid actnivated the abnilnity  that had 
reidered Stella's earth-shakniig blgw pgwerless. 

kkkni's swgrd was gily  faster thai Stella's swgrd; nit was several
tnimes less pgwerfnl  sg nit cgnldi't peietrate that abnilnity . The 
snrprnise attack mnst have beei a blnider. kkkni's blgw wgnld 
snrely  be takei as snii aid retnried tg hnim as peiaice―nif 
Bnischgf's left haid cgnld captnre kkkni's fashniig blade! 

"…Hnh?" 

ki that niistait  Bnischgf saw sgmethniig nibelnievable: hnis gwi 
left arm fy niig nii a spray  gf blggd. 

Ng matter hgw well Bnischgf's left haid reidered attacks 
pgwerless  nit had ig way  tg catch ai attack Bnischgf cgnldi't 
see  aid what Bnischgf cgnldi't catch  he cgnldi't stgp. kkkni 
swnig Intetsu wnith a speed that far exceeded hnmai mgtnigi 
perceptnigi  sg qnnickly  that kkkni's gwi bgdy  cgnldi't track. kt 
was ai niivnisnible slash  gie gf kkkni unrggaie's sevei grnigniial 
swgrd techiniqnes. 

"The seveith secret blade―Raikou[  3  5]  ." 



Part 10

「k'll deal wnith the smaller fsh  sg kkkni  please niicapacnitate 
thenir vnlgar mgikey  gf a bgss.」 

kkkni dnid exactly  as Arnisnnii sanid. Wnith the niivnisnible slash 
Ranikgn  he cleaved Bnischgf's snii-stealniig left arm aid seit nit 
fy niig  thei wnith a retnriniig strgke he severed the rnight arm 
as well. 

Wnith bgth Bnischgf's arms were ggie  nit dnidi't matter hgw 
strgig hnis blnster was  thgngh these niijnrnies hardly  stgpped 
the mai's mgnth. 

"Gaaaah! M-My  arms! Ygn fnckniig―" 

"Snch ignisy  rattlniig  hnh?" 

"Hnini…!" 

Bnt Bnischgf wnithdrew hnis rait the mgmeit he saw kkkni's aigry 
face. 

"Evei nif nit lggks bad  k weit easy  gi y gn. After what y gn dnid 
tg Stella  k wgnldi't mniid takniig aigther lnimb gr twg. After all 
wnith treatmeit nii ai niPS capsnle  that kniid gf tranma nisi't 
permaieit." 

kkkni spnried Bnischgf by  tnriniig hnis freezniig gaze away   as nif 
frgm flth. The hgstages he igw snrvey ed were niniijnred  
meainiig hnis mgve had beei a snccess. 

*Thump* Arnisnnii patted hnim gi the shgnlder. 

"Ygn dnid nit  hnh?" 

"Alnice. Are y gn alsg dgie gver there?" 

"Shgnld k say  that k'm dgie? May be nit's dgie  niistead? That 
gnirl's qnnite amazniig  k thniik." 

kkkni frgwied at Arnisnnii's niclear wgrds  aid tnried―bnt he 
sggi saw what Arnisnnii meait. The Rebellnigi sgldniers were 



cgllapsed here aid there  igt a sniigle gie stnill staidniig. ni 
that battlefeld  he cgnld see gily  gie persgi's back. 

"Stella…." 

kt was the Crnimsgi Prniicess wnith her deep red hanir swniigniig  
her bgdy  clad nii a dress gf fame  aid her haid grnippniig 
Lævateinn as nit scattered fame. After snferniig a crnitnical strnike 
aid a dnisgrace she had iever recenived befgre  Stella stnill 
made the frst mgve aid fggred every  gie gf the sgldniers sg 
qnnickly  that Arnisnnii cgnldi't dg hnis part. She had precnise 
jndgmeit wnith calm cgmpgsnre  aid despnite beniig hnmnilniated
sg  she stnill cgitrglled her streigth. kkkni agreed wnith Arnisnnii's 
vniew that nit was amazniig  bnt― 

Arnisnnii pnshed kkkni lnightly  nii Stella's dnirectnigi. 

"Let me repgrt thnis tg the pegple gntsnide." 

"Thaiks." 

She shouldn't have been forced to do something like that! 

"Stella!" 

kkkni rai np tg Stella  aid whei she tnried tgward hnis vgnice  
hngged her clgse. 

"Ah! Hey   w-what!?" 

Stella was cgifnsed aid alarmed abgnt beniig snddeily  
hngged  bnt kkkni dnidi't care. Rnight igw  he kiew he waited 
tg dg thnis  sg he tnightly  embraced Stella  cgicealniig her sknii 
wnith hnis gwi bgdy . kt seemed tg pnt that geitle  hergnic gnirl at 
ease. 

"Sgrry . kf gily  k had cgme aid saved y gn mgre qnnickly … thei 
y gn wgnldi't be embarrassed lnike thnis." 

"kkkni…!" 

Whether hnis feelniigs were cgmniig acrgss gr igt  Stella 
eitrnsted her small tremblniig bgdy  tg kkkni's embrace. kkkni 
trnied igt tg lggk at Stella's expressnigi  bnt hnis embrace 
remaniied strgig. 



Ngt lgig afterward  Shniznkn called gnt tg hnim. 

"ninini-sama." 

"Shniznkn  thaiks. Ranisniig a barrnier was a bnig help. Was 
aiy gie niijnred?" 

"nf cgnrse igt. Dg y gn thniik k'm that clnmsy ?" 

Lggkniig niidnigiait  Shniznkn exteided tg Stella the clgthes 
Stella had drgpped gi the fggr. 

"k gathered them fgr y gn. Ygn dgi't plai tg staid argnid half-
iaked mnch lgiger  k hgpe." 

"T-Thaiks…. k'm snrprnised y gn'd dg that fgr me." 

"Hgw rnde. Shgnldi't y gn be thaikfnl that k cgvered fgr y gn 
after y gn rnshed gnt sg carelessly ?" 

"ngh…." 

Glgwerniig at Shniznkn  Stella self-cgiscnignsly  averted her 
gaze. Bnt Shniznkn― 

"Stnill… k have a bnit better gpniinigi gf y gn." 

"Eh?" 

"k cgnldi't save that pareit aid chnild  y et y gn pnt y gnr lnife gi
the lniie fgr a cgmplete straiger's sake." 

"…k-kt's igt lnike k was try niig tg lggk gggd. …Bnt well  nit 
wgnld've beei daigergns nif y gnr barrnier hadi't beei there. 
That techiniqne was excelleit…." 

They  had acted thgrgnghly  hgstnile tg each gther nitnil igw  
bnt whether frgm hgiest appranisal gr embarrassmeit  Stella 
aid Shniznkn's glaices were bgth ninsnally  warm  aid kkkni 
spnied the exchaige gf sgme mntnal acceptaice. 

It'd be nice if they could take this opportunity to get along better. 

"Ah  that's rnight. Shniznkn  cai y gn cast healniig?" 

"nf cgnrse  bnt… ig  y gn're igt tellniig me y gn were hnrt?" 

"Ng  igt me  hnim." 



He pgniited at Bnischgf. The mai's bleedniig was severe  sg 
they  cgnldi't leave hnim the way  he was  aid healniig a wgnid
by  mainipnlatniig water was a sknill lnimnited tg hnigh-level water 
nsers. 

"Ygn dgi't ieed tg cgiiect the arm  jnst stgp the blggd. He'll 
becgme vnigleit aid trgnblesgme aganii gtherwnise." 

"k niderstaid  ninini-sama. Ygn wgnldi't wait thnis mai's lnife gi
y gnr cgiscnieice." 

"k've reidered hnim pgwerless  bnt let's stnill be carefnl―" 

"Dgggi't mgggve!!!" 



Part 11

Ai aigry  scream ernpted frgm amgig the hgstages. kkkni aid 
the gnirls tnried tgward the vgnice  aid saw a y gnig mai nii a 
red T-shnirt thrnstniig a haidgni at a mniddle-aged wgmai's 
temple. 

"P-Please save me!" 

"Freeze  all gf y gn brats! kf y gn twnitch  k'll blgw thnis hag's head
gf!" 

kkkni teised. 

"nh ig  gie slnipped niitg the hgstages?" 

"…Hehe  hahahahaha! Hnidniig amgig the peasaits anii't 
sgmethniig gily  y gn knids cai dg!" 

"Bnischgf…." 

The crnimniial gave a dnistgrted sieer wnith hnis tattgged face 
whnile blggd gnshed frgm bgth armless shgnlders. 

"Hey   the ggth-lglni mnidget gver there!" 

"M-Mnidget y gn say !?" 

"Yeah y gn  mnidget. Ygn sanid y gn dg healniig  sg get gver here 
aid fx my  arms! Ygn wgi't tell me y gn cai't  rnight? 
Hehehe…." 

At Bnischgf's langh  the mniddle-aged wgmai screamed aganii. 
kf a gni was pressed tg kkkni's temple  he'd prgbably  dg the 
same. 

Dammit! 

kkkni grgnid hnis teeth nii aiger. kttgn Shnra was stnill actnive  bnt
the mnzzle was frmly  pgniited at the wgmai aid he cgnldi't 
rnisk a dnischarge. 

"Hnrry  np!" 



"ninini-sama…." 

"We dgi't have a chgnice. He's takei cgitrgl gf the 
snitnatnigi―" 

"Ngt at all." 

A bgy 's vgnice resgnided dnirectly  nii kkkni's head  thei cgnitless
ray s gf lnight passed besnide hnim. *Swish swish swish* They  were 
magnic arrgws shniiniig wnith sky -blne radniaice. 

"Uaaaah!" 

"Gah-ah…." 

The magnic arrgws pnierced Bnischgf aid the hgstage-taker 
repeatedly   thnis tnime leavniig them helpless fgr snre. 

"What!? What was that―" 

Stella shggk at the snddei tnri  bnt kkkni had seei thnis befgre.
He kiew thnis vgnice. 

This technique is…. 

"Hahaha  well well  nit's sad havniig tg leid a haid after all. k 
dnidi't wait tg steal sgmegie else's achnievemeit." 

The empty  space befgre thenir ey es begai tg sparkle  aid 
thei the nimage gf empty  anir crnmbled lnike scales fallniig. ki 
the mnidst gf that crnmblniig  a sleider y gnig mai appeared 
hgldniig a bgw-shaped Devnice. Evei Arnisnnii  whg was able tg 
seise Bnischgf's grgnp frgm a dnistaice  hadi't detected hnim. 

Bnt nit dnidi't snrprnise kkkni  becanse stealth was thnis y gnig 
mai's specnial abnilnity . kkkni kiew becanse they  were grnigniially  
classmates. 

"unirnihara-kni. kt's beei a whnile  hasi't nit?" 

Shnizny a unirnihara. Last y ear's tgp iew stndeit  aid last y ear's 
Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival represeitatnive. unirnihara calmly 
smniled at thnis reninigi  aid seit a scgrifnl gaze thrgngh 



iarrgwed ey elnids. 

"Yeah. kt's beei a whnile  kkkni unrggaie-kni. Ygn're stnill 
atteidniig schggl?" 

Stella aid Shniznkn made igtniceably  nipleasait expressnigis  
bnt thnis persgi had helped them  sg they  dnidi't cgmplanii. 

Snddeily   argnid sevei gnirls rai gnt frgm the mniddle gf the 
hgstages  pnshed kkkni's grgnp asnide  aid rnshed np tg 
unirnihara. They  were unirnihara's gnirlfrnieids whg came wnith hnim 
tgday  tg vnisnit the mall. 

"unirnihara-knnni! We were sg scared~!" 

"Ygn had a frnightfnl expernieice becanse gf my  dnisappgniitniig 
jninigrs  dnidi't y gn? Bnt nit's fie igw." 

"Yeah  k had fanith that y gn wgnld save me." 

"Ah  unirnihara-sama~. Ygn're sg cggl. After all  y gn're snch a 
strgig kinight~" 

Shniznkn cgnghed aid Stella scgwled at the extravagait 
pranise frgm these dressed-np gnirls  aid at unirnihara fgr baskniig
nii that pranise. 

"…What ai nilnikeable fellgw." 

"Thnis nis the frst tnime we've agreed gi sgmethniig  rnight?" 

The pglnice whg Arnisnnii had cgitacted rnshed niitg the 
cgnrty ard jnst after unirnihara cleaied np the snitnatnigi  aid 
they  begai restraniiniig Rebellnigi sgldniers aid carniig fgr the 
hgstages. kkkni saw that the tnrmgnil gi thenir day  gf was mgre 
gr less gver  aid as the teisnigi left hnim  hnis bgdy  shggk 
vnigleitly  aid fell gver. Hnis fatnigne frgm nsniig kttgn Shnra had 
gnshed gnt. 

"ninini-sama!" 

"kkkni  are y gn gkay ?" 

"…A-Ah  y eah  k'm fie. …kf k rest a lnittle  k cai jnst abgnt 
walk." 



"Thei y gn shgnld snit dgwi fgr a whnile  rnight?" 

As Arnisnnii pnt kkkni gi a fggd cgnrt beich  the pglnice gfcer nii 
charge called gnt aid rai np tg the fgnr gf them. 

"Hey ! Ygn gny s are the stndeit kinights whg settled the afanir 
rnight? Wnill y gn cgme wnith me tg the pglnice statnigi tg make a 
repgrt rnight igw?" 

"My  my   nit's igt a gggd tnime  y gn kigw? We'd lnike kkkni tg get 
sgme rest nif we cai." 

Arnisnnii tnried hnis gaze tg unirnihara whg was snrrgnided by  
gnirls  bnt― 

"Shgnld y gn be beggniig me tg deal wnith a trgnblesgme 
niivestnigatnigi after k cleaied every thniig np fgr y gn?" 

―nit seemed unirnihara dnidi't wait tg keep helpniig them qnnite 
sg lgig. Gnivniig that niapprgachable refnsal  he started 
talkniig wnith hnis female fgllgwers abgnt ggniig sgmewhere tg 
relax. 

"Ng  Alnice. kt's fie. …kf k rest nii the patrgl car  k thniik k'll 
recgver a bnit." 

"kkkni  y gn're igt pnshniig y gnrself tgg mnch?" 

"k'm fie. Ngthniig was really  hnrt…." 

kkkni stggd np  preteidniig tg be tgngh despnite hnis deeply  
fatnigned expressnigi. After a mgmeit  he tnried nii unirnihara's 
dnirectnigi aid bgwed lnightly . 

"Thaik y gn  unirnihara-kni. Ygn really  saved ns tgday ." 

"k dgi't ieed thaiks. The strgig shgnld snppgrt the weak." 

Stella aid Shniznkn aganii tggk gi daigergns faces at 
unirnihara's malnicnigns wgrds  bnt havniig kkkni rest was mgre 
nimpgrtait tg them rnight igw thai siappniig at thnis bgy   sg 
Stella tggk kkkni's shgnlder aid trnied tg gnnide hnim tg the patrgl 
car. 

"Bnt unrggaie-kni… are y gn stnill try niig tg becgme a kinight 



wnith that pnitnifnl streigth?" 

Stella cgnldi't dnisregard unirnihara's scgri thnis tnime. 

"Ygn… hgw dare y gn!" 

"Stella  nit's fie." 

"kt's igt fie! k wgi't stay  qnniet after snch self-niidnlgeit 
niisnlts!" 

Shakniig gf kkkni's attempt tg restranii her aiger  Stella lnifted 
hnis shgnlder away  aid pgniited a figer at unirnihara. 

"Ygn cai say  what y gn wait  bnt kkkni nis mnch strgiger thai 
sgmegie lnike y gn! k've seei hnis streigth my self! Dg y gn evei
amgnit tg the dnirt nider hnis feet!?" 

The bnitniig wgrds Stella threw were gily  wnishfnl thniikniig. 
Stella dnidi't kigw unirnihara's pgwer  dnidi't kigw the hgpeless 
gap betweei kkkni aid that bgy . 

"…Haha  ahahahahaha!" 

"W-What's sg fniiy !?" 

"All gf nit! Hgw cai k help langhniig at thnis? Say niig the Faniled 
uinight gver there nis strgiger thai me… hahaha! Hnim  the 
cgward whg gice rai away  becanse he was tgg scared tg 
fght me? That's a masterpniece!" 

"Eh…?" 

kkkni rai away  frgm a match? Stella tnried her head nii 
astginishmeit aid dnisbelnief  bnt… kkkni dnidi't deiy  nit. He 
stay ed qnniet  starniig at unirnihara  aid she cgnldi't read hnis 
respgise. Bnt Stella kiew snch a thniig was nimpgssnible  sg 
she gice aganii tnried tg unirnihara. 

"Ygn're ly niig! There's ig way  nit's trne!" 

"Hahaha  becanse y gn're cgivniiced he's strgiger." 

"Exactly ! kkkni wgi aganiist me  sg he's ig grdniiary  kinight!" 

"nh? Thei Vermnillnigi-kni  hgw abgnt we make a wager?" 



"…Wager  y gn say ?" 

unirnihara swnitched hnis gaze frgm Stella tg kkkni. 

"As a matter gf fact  a gggd way  tg fid gnt whether y gn're 
rnight gr wrgig nis already  prepared. unrggaie-kni  k'm 
gnessniig y gnr datapad's gf? Tnri nit gi aid take a lggk." 

kkkni qnnickly  pnlled gnt hnis stndeit datapad  aid the mgmeit 
nit started np  a manil recenipt message begai. The seider 
was… the selectnigi battle execntnive cgmmnittee! Aid the 
cgiteits― 

「The gppgieit fgr kkkni unrggaie-sama's frst selectnigi battle 
match has beei chgsei: Shnizny a unirnihara-sama frgm Year Twg
Class Three.」 

"That's rnight  y gnr frst-match gppgieit nis me  last y ear's 
Swgrd-Art Festnival represeitatnive. Me  Shnizny a unirnihara  whg 
hglds the inickiame 'Hniter'. nnr fght has already  beei 
schednled  sg nif k lgse k'll take back every thniig k sanid tgday   
aid apglggnize lnike Vermnillnigi-kni demaids. Bnt nif k wnii… k 
wait her as gie gf my  gnirlfrnieids." 

Natnrally   kkkni ranised hnis vgnice tg prgtest. 

"unirnihara-kni! Dgi't make snch a rnidnicnlgns―" 

"Fniie. k'll accept thgse terms." 

"Wha!?" 

Stella easnily  accepted nit  tg kkkni's chagrnii. 

"Stgp  Stella  thnis dgesi't meai aiy thniig! k dgi't ieed 
unirnihara-kni's apglggy !" 

"Evei nif y gn dgi't ieed nit  k dg. k have ig pgsnitnigi gf my  gwi 
whnile the kinight whg beat me nis called weak." 

kkkni dnidi't gnive np try niig tg persnade her  aid Stella dnidi't 
gnive nii. Nenither were wnillniig tg cgmprgmnise  sg nifgrtniately  
unirnihara's wager was set. 



"That cgiclndes the ieggtniatnigis  rnight? Heh  nit's a bgrniig 
match that k'll wnii gf cgnrse  bnt may be igw nit's a bnit mgre 
wgrth the bgther? Let's meet nii the areia iext tnime  
unrggaie-kni. k dgi't thniik k have tg say  nit  bnt nif y gn staid 
befgre me wnith snch shabby  pgwer… well  y gn better be 
prepared. The selectnigi battles are real cgmbat  igt lnike 
mgck battles. Fnight hard nif y gn dgi't wait tg be knilled. Ha ha 
ha!" 

Langhniig lgndly   unirnihara left wnith hnis gnirls. Nenither Arnisnnii igr
Shniznkn igr Stella had pgsnitnive nimpressnigis gf unirnihara after 
that dnisplay  gf arrggaice. 

"Hmm. Hnis face nis gggd  bnt havniig snch a crggked 
persgialnity  nis terrnible." 

"…What ai nilnikeable feelniig." 

"Ha  ig matter what he say s  y gn wgi aganiist me  sg y gn cai
easnily  beat that gny . Dgi't y gn thniik sg?" 

Stella expected kkkni tg strgigly  agree. Bnt― 

"Dg k? Fgr me  he's the wgrst pgssnible gppgieit." 

"kkkni…?" 

―the aiswer she expected dnidi't cgme. Uilnike Stella  kkkni 
kiew unirnihara's gverwhelmniig Ngble Art  sg he cgnldi't make 
a frm prgmnise. Thnis fght… kkkni had a hnich nit wgnld becgme 
gravely  dnifcnlt. 

Aid sg the selectnigi battles fgr the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art 
Festnival begai. Stella's  Shniznkn's  aid Arnisnnii's frst matches 
were at the begniiiniig gf the week  gi Mgiday . kkkni's frst 
match wnith unirnihara was the iext day   gi Tnesday   aid nit 
wgnld be kkkni's frst gfcnial cgmpetnitnigi. kt wgnld be dnifereit 
frgm the mgck battles np tg igw  a fght wnith real meainiig. 
That debnt battle was apprgachniig befgre hnis ey es. 



Chapter 4: Debut Battle





Part 1

Hagni Academy 's selectnigi battles fgr the Sevei Stars 
Swgrd-Art Festnival started gi Mgiday   gie inight after the 
Rebellnigi afanir. 

「kt's fially  tnime! ni the schednle fgr gnr gpeiniig day   we 
have a B-Raik frgm the iew stndeits  a gnirl desceided frgm 
that great herg Ry gnma unrggaie―nit's her frst battle fgr 
Cgiteider Shniznkn unrggaie!」 

Thnis aiignicemeit frgm a member gf the Hagni Academy  
brgadcastniig clnb was met wnith cheers by  maiy  stndeits 
whg had beei fgllgwniig iews gi Shniznkn  the secgid best gf 
the frst-y ears. 

「Her gppgieit nis a thnird-y ear stndeit whg perfgrmed nii last 
wniiter's niiter-schggl match aid wgi aganiist Dgirgn 
Academy 's Festnival represeitatnive Yamamnichniy nkni Aznchni. 
He's a C-Raik kinight that every gie's lggkniig fgrward tg 
seeniig nii thnis y ear's Festnival  Cgiteider Shnigeigbn Snga! 
Havniig a y gnig kinight face snch ai expernieiced 
npperclassmai  what a harsh debnt! Wnill thnis snperigva gf 
the iext geieratnigi shgw her streigth!? Ngw  the begniiiniig 
bnzzer has sgnided… what!? Cgiteider Snga has already  
begni!」 

A twnii-swgrd Devnice crackled wnith electrnicnity  nii Snga's haids.

"Tgg bad  'snperigva'! My  abnilnity  nis lnightiniig  the gie mgst 
efectnive aganiist the water y gn nse! kt's tgg bad y gn ggt me 
as y gnr gppgieit  bnt dgi't reseit me fgr y gnr lnck! 
―Hakuraijin[  36  ]  !" 

Wnith a trninmphait expressnigi  Snga threw a slash gf lnightiniig
at the nimgvniig Shniznkn. 

"Shgnha Snnirei." 

Shniznkn trnied tg defeid herself wnith a wall gf water. Hgw 



cgnld water prgtect aganiist lnightiniig? Yet Shniznkn's Ngble Art 
blgcked the pgwerfnl cnrreit wnithgnt trgnble. 

"What!?" 

「S-Sgmehgw  lnightiniig had ig efect! Cgmmeitatgr nrekni-
seiseni  what's ggniig gi!?」 

「*Cough cough* That's prgbably  nltra-pnre water….」 

「Ultra-pnre water?」 

「Yeah… every gie thniiks that water lgses tg electrnicnity   rnight? 
Bnt ig  whei water dges sg nit's becanse nimpnrnitnies lnike nigis 
aid mnicrgbes nii the water make nit cgidnctnive. Water 
becgmes less aid less cgidnctnive as nit becgmes mgre aid 
mgre pnre  nitnil nit becgmes nltra-pnre aid fgrms a cgmplete 
niisnlatgr that electrnicnity  wgi't pass thrgngh.」 

「k see… gh? Thei why  dgi't gther water nsers cgpy  thnis 
tactnic?」 

「kt's igt that they  dgi't  they  cai't. Cgmpletely  remgvniig 
nimpnrnitnies at the nigi level nis lnike sniftniig ggld dnst frgm desert 
said. nily  Shniznkn-sai's level gf magnic cgitrgl allgws her tg 
perfgrm snch a techiniqne. kf ai grdniiary  kinight trnies tg cgpy  
thnis maienver  wgi't hnis mniid bnri gnt frst? *Cough* As y gn'd
expect fgr the frst-y ear rniier-np… *guh*!」 

「Whga! Thnis nis the thnird tnime that y gn threw np blggd tgday ! 
A-Are y gn gkay   nrekni-seiseni!?」 

「Aah  k-k'm fie  k'm fie. kf k take sgme mednicniie k'll settle 
dgwi. …Aah  n'm feelniig gnnd….」 

「nrekni-seiseni! nrekni-seiseni! The mednicniie nis makniig y gn slnr 
y gnr speech! Are y gn really  gkay !?」 

「k'm fieeee…. kt's jnst sgmethniig fgr dealniig wnith thnis 
dnisease  'kay .」 

「Seiseni! Ygn're gettniig cgmpletely  wasted!」 

What a chagtnic dniscnssnigi. Aiy way   Shniznkn seemed 
nimpervnigns tg lnightiniig attacks. What was Snga's reactnigi  



igw that he niderstggd thnis? 

"Dami  nif that's trne  k ggtta take sgme dnistaice." 

Bnt Shniznkn gave a sereie reply . 

"Aid hgw dg y gn niiteid tg retreat?" 

「Ah! Hgw shgckniig! Cgiteider Snga's feet are frgzei tg the 
grgnid! He cai't get away  lnike thnis!」 

"Suiroudan[  37  ]  ." 

Shniznkn shgt a sphere gf water thnirty  ceitnimeters wnide frgm 
Yoishigure  aid the grb hnit Snga rnight nii the face  stgppniig nii 
mnidanir tg cgver hnis head. Snga trnied tg pnll gr peel the 
nimprnisginiig grb away   bnt water wasi't sglnid  sg he cgnldi't 
grab nit gr shake nit gf. He desperately  sgnght anir aid clawed 
at the lniqnnid  bnt gily  splashed aid mnddled nit. Befgre lgig― 

"…Gah…." 

Snga's lnigs nsed np all the anir nit had left  aid whei hnis 
haids fell lnimp  Shniznkn fially  released the watery  prnisgi. He
cgllapsed nii the rniig  aid at the same tnime  the referee made
a declaratnigi. 

"Shnigeigbn Snga cai ig lgiger fght! The wniiier  Shniznkn 
unrggaie!" 

「The match nis gver—! Aganiist ai niicgmpatnible elemeital 
attrnibnte  frst-y ear cgiteider unrggaie has takei the wnii 
wnith ai gverwhelmniig dnifereice nii techiniqne!」 

Cgnghniig mgdestly   Shniznkn tnried her gaze aid retnried a 
small gestnre tg kkkni as he waved at her happnily  frgm the 
andnieice seats. 

"kt wasi't snch a bnig deal." 

Thei she tnried her atteitnigi tg the areia scgrebgard. 

…A suitable time for settling things will come soon enough. 



Part 2

Whnile Shniznkn was fghtniig nii the ffteeith traniiniig areia  
mgre thai fgnr tnimes as maiy  spectatgrs were gathered at 
the seveith areia where the fgrenigi prniicess Stella 
Vermnillnigi  thnis y ear's tgp-raiked iewcgmer whg had already  
recenived a inickiame frgm the stndeit bgdy   was havniig her 
frst match. 

"Gggg! Mgmgtainininini!" 

"Ygn're nibeatable nii a clgse-raige fght  y a kigw!" 

"Shgw ns ai npperclassmai's niiteisnity !" 

「What amazniig eicgnragemeit frgm the cheerniig sectnigi! 
Cgiteider 'Heavy  Taik' Mgmgtaini's place amgig the schggl's
tgp tei mgst pgpnlar nisi't jnst talk! Ngw  wnill hnis snigiatnre 
mgve that has blgwi maiy  kinights gnt gf the stadninm appear
tgday  tgg!? That heavy  charge frgm the rare armgr-ty pe 
Devnice Goliath!?」 

Takeshni Mgmgtaini  a gniait staidniig 190 ceitnimeters tall aid 
stgnt as a bgnlder  was Stella's gppgieit fgr her frst match. 
Pressnred by  the screams frgm the cheerniig sectnigi aid by  
the hgst's aitnicnipatnigi  he lgwered hnis heavnily  armgred bgdy  
niitg a rammniig staice wnith gie shgnlder pgniited at hnis 
gppgieit―bnt after takniig the staice  Mgmgtaini dnidi't 
mgve. 

"What's wrgig  Mgmgtaini!? Blgw her away  lnike y gn nsnally  
dg!" 

"That gnirl lgst tg ai F-Raik! Sgmegie lnike y gn has mgre thai 
eigngh tg take her dgwi  y eah!?" 

Hnis frnieids aid classmates jeered  bnt Mgmgtaini hnimself― 

That's easy for you guys say, but how am I supposed to do this…? 

―was crniigniig at the sea gf fame spread gver the rniig. 



Stella  hnis gppgieit  stggd nii the ceiter gf that sea wnith a 
dress gf blazniig fame gver her bgdy   aid the heat gf her 
Draggi Breath was grnillniig Mgmgtaini niisnide hnis armgr despnite
mgre thai tei meters gf separatnigi betweei them. He 
niderstggd fgr the frst tnime the extragrdniiary  eiergy  Stella 
held. Fnightniig aganiist snch ai gppgieit was lnike thrgwniig 
hnimself niitg a fnriace. 

Stella addressed the nimgvniig Mgmgtaini. 

"kt seems y gn have better jndgmeit thai that ignisy  bnich 
behniid y gn. Thnis match nis a real battle  aid nif y gn jnst dash 
nii  y gn wgi't get gf wnith nillnsnigiary  panii. ueepniig that nii 
mniid  y gn shgnld thniik hard befgre makniig a mgve." 

Whether becanse gf hnis gwi hesnitatnigi gr the reasginiig he 
jnst heard  Mgmgtaini tggk her advnice qnnite sernignsly . 

"…k fgrfenit." 

「W-W-What was that!? Cgiteider Mgmgtaini  wnithgnt takniig a
step after startniig the match  has jnst gnivei np!」 

「Wahaha! Hgw pnitnifnl! Dnisgracefnl! Bnt wnise~!」 

At Mgmgtaini's decnisnigi  a petnite teacher nii red clgthniig 
langhed crndely  frgm her seat at the cgmmeitatgr statnigi  
aid sanid sgmethniig that cgnld be enither niisnlt gr pranise. 

「What dg y gn meai  Saniky gn-seiseni?」 

「There's ig way  he cgnld gvercgme that mgister  after all! 
Havei't y gn beei askniig hnim tg bnri hnimself tg death? He 
caaai't! Bnt aiy way   gnivniig np befgre takniig a sniigle step nis 
a great mgve! Ahahaha!」 

「U-Umm  Saniky gn-seiseni  k thniik y gn shgnld chggse y gnr 
wgrds a lnittle bnit mgre carefnlly ….」 

The female stndeits iearby  were niable tg let Saniky gn's 
wgrds pass. They  wgre tnight  threateiniig faces. 

「Wahaha. nh ig  nit's gettniig snper bad. k'm scared sg k'm 
rniiniig away ~」 



Saniky gn qnnickly  fed the aiignicer statnigi. 

「Ah  wanit  Saniky gn-seiseni! There are stnill matches left! Ygn're 
leavniig tgg early ! Whg are we ggniig tg get cgmmeitary  
frgm!?」 

…That was some rather disordered match coverage, wasn't it? 

Stella left the rniig nii amazemeit. ni the way — 

「Err… jnst igw  we recenived iews that the frst-y ear rniier-
np havniig a bgnt nii the ffteeith practnice areia  Shniznkn 
unrggaie  has takei a perfect vnictgry  gver her gppgieit  
thnird-y ear Shnigeigbn Snga!」 

—she heard abgnt Shniznkn's vnictgry . Well  she dnidi't thniik 
Shniznkn wgnld lgse tg that sgrt gf gppgieit. 

「Bnt what streigth! Thnis y ear's freshmei tgp-seat aid 
rniier-np have cgmpletely  shnt thenir npperclassmei dgwi! 
They 've debnted nii these matches wnithgnt beniig tgnched! 
The iew stndeits thnis y ear really  are sgmethniig else! Wnith 
them  reachniig the snmmnit gf the Sevei Stars mnight evei be 
pgssnible!」 



Part 3

"Stella  cgigratnlatnigis." 

kkkni greeted Stella as she retnried tg the dgrm rggm after the
frst day  gf selectnigi battles eided. Her respgise was fat  
bnt frgm hgw her igse twnitched  she dnidi't seem tg 
cgmpletely  dnisregard hnis greetniig. 

"Haa. Well  nif k have tg fght nii thnis sgrt gf cgmpetnitnigi  k 
shgnld at least wnii." 

"k gness k dnidi't get tg see y gnr match after all." 

"k jnst tgrched sgmethniig snperfngns  lnike nsnal." 

"Bnt nit's dnisappgniitniig that k cgnldi't make nit." 

"…k'm the gie whg's dnisappgniited." 

"Eh? What dnid y gn say ?" 

"N-Ngthniig! We cai't help that Shniznkn's match was 
schednled nii the same slgt  bnt iext tnime cgme aid watch 
my  fght prgperly !" 

"Snre  gf cgnrse. Aiy way   arei't y gn back a bnit late?" 

"The fght was a letdgwi aid k dnidi't kigw what tg dg wnith 
my  eiergy   sg k weit tg the gy m fgr a wgrkgnt." 

"k see. Bnt nit's really  great that y gn aid Shniznkn  aid Alnice 
tgg  all gf y gn wgi." 

Arnisnnii's match had beei held nii the ffteeith traniiniig areia 
rnight after Shniznkn's  aid he beat a secgid-y ear E-Raik 
gppgieit nii tei secgids. Thgngh Arnisnnii descrnibed hnimself as
dnisadvaitaged nii dnirect cgmbat  hnis perfgrmaice shgwed he 
was wgrth beniig chgsei as the rggmmate gf the frst-y ear 
rniier-np. 

"k alsg saw Alnice's streigth nii the fght aganiist Rebellnigi  bnt 
he fids beniig the attacker dnisagreeable aid kept hnis 



gfeisnive abnilnity  secret. That sgrt gf trnickniiess mnight be a bad 
match-np fgr y gn." 

"k wgi't lgse ig matter whg my  gppgieit nis. k meai… y gn 
shgnldi't be wgrry niig abgnt gther pegple." 

"Ah  haha. k gness sg." 

kkkni retnried hnis atteitnigi tg the match he had beei 
watchniig gi TV befgre Stella eitered. ki that match was kkkni's
iext gppgieit  Shnizny a unirnihara. 

"Aganii wnith that gny 's recgrdniig? Ygn've beei watchniig nit 
gver aid gver sniice y esterday   havei't y gn?" 

"Yeah. k thgnght k shgnld niderstaid hnis mgves as well as k 
cgnld." 

The recgrdniig was a pniece gf data that he begged fgr aid 
recenived frgm the iewspaper clnb presnideit uagamni 
unsakabe. kt was fggtage frgm a frst-rgnid bgnt nii last y ear's
Swgrd-Art Festnival. ki nit  unirnihara cnircled hnis gppgieit aid 
shgt arrgws cgitniingnsly . That gppgieit gily  searched fgr 
unirnihara nii bewnildermeit nitnil cgllapsniig frgm blggd lgss  
niable tg fght back evei thgngh unirnihara was staidniig rnight 
there. Why ? Becanse the gppgieit cgnldi't see hnim. 

"A fawless stealth camgnfage that masks nits nser's 
preseice  Area Invisible[  38  ]  . That's the pgwer gf hnis Devnice  
Oborotsuki[  39  ]  ." 

"kt wgi't help ig matter hgw maiy  tnimes y gn watch that 
bgy 's tactnics." 

Stella gazed at the recgrdniig scgrifnlly   aid kkkni niderstggd 
her mggd. The recgrdniig's cgiteit was vexniig; niistead gf twg
cgiteiders nii a match  nit was mgre lnike gie play er at a 
shggtniig gallery . 

"Hgwever  that methgd nis certaniily  efectnive. He dnidi't take a 
scratch nii hnis fghts all y ear. unirnihara-kni nis strgig." 

"...Bnt nisi't nit straige? That gny  snppgsedly  fgnght nii last 



y ear's Swgrd-Art Festnival  bnt wasi't able tg becgme a Sevei 
Stars Swgrd uniig. Thei he mnst have lgst  rnight?" 

"ki the secgid rgnid. Bnt that's a lgss by  absteitnigi." 

"Absteitnigi?" 

"unirnihara-kni dnidi't fght ai gppgieit whg cgnld beat Area 
kivnisnible. Hnis abnilnity  nis strgig  bnt wnide-raige attacks wgrk 
well aganiist hnim. unirnihara-kni cai't fght pegple whg have a 
way  tg strnike the eitnire rniig. Fgr example  y gn cai tnri ai 
areia niitg a sea gf fame  rnight?" 

"k see. kivnisnibnilnity  dgesi't matter tg ai attack that cgvers the 
eitnire battlefeld." 

"Yep  sg there's ig qnestnigi he'll wnithdraw frgm the fght nif 
he's facniig sgmegie lnike y gn. Becanse he has thnis fghtniig 
sty le that's niiapprgprniate fgr a kinight  he was gnivei the 
inickiame 'Hniter'." 

"…Hmph. That's igt a very  cggl inickiame. k dgi't have ai 
gppgieit k cai't wnii aganiist  aid wnith jnst a rebnke besnides. 
ki cgmparnisgi  that bgy  nis a tgtal cgward." 

unirnihara was gily  strgig as lgig as he was safe. Mgregver hnis 
sty le niifnicted niiecessary  panii gi hnis gppgieit by  avgnidniig 
fatal strnikes gi pnrpgse. kt made Stella snick jnst watchniig nit. 

"Bnt… k niderstaid why  y gn say  thnis nis y gnr wgrst gppgieit."

"Rnight? He's my  iatnral eiemy ." 

kkkni ieeded a wnide-raige techiniqne tg defeat Area kivnisnible  
bnt he had igie. He certaniily  pgssessed snpernigr swgrd 
techiniqne  a tempered bgdy   aid sknill nii haid-tg-haid  bnt all
hnis attacks were shgrt-raiged  aid the scgpe gf hnis gfeise 
was lnimnited tg melee. unirnihara's Devnice Oborotsuki was a bgw  a
lgig-raige weapgi  sg unirnihara wgnld alway s take the frst 
mgve. Aid mgre thai aiy thniig else  kkkni's trnmp card kttgn 
Shnra cgnld gily  be nsed gice a day   wnith a strnict dnratnigi gf
a sniigle mniinte. kt was aby smal aganiist abnilnitnies that 
specnialnize nii escape. 



ni the screei  unirnihara's gppgieit was beniig carrnied gnt gi a
stretcher. Stella  whgse ey es mnight see sgmethniig snimnilarly  
tragnic happeiniig tg kkkni hnimself tgmgrrgw  aixnignsly  spgke. 

"kt's gkay   kkkni." 

"Ygn're igt wgrrnied  are y gn?" 

At hnis nicgiceried respgise  Stella's face qnnickly  reddeied. 

"k'm igt really  wgrrnied abgnt y gn! k'm gily  wgrrnied that nif y gn 
wgi't wnii  k'll have tg be that persgi's gnirlfrnieid! Beniig y gnr 
slave nis the wgrst  bnt beniig that smng bgy 's gnirlfrnieid nis 
evei wgrse thai that!" 

"Ygn accepted hnis wager gi y gnr gwi  y gn kigw? kt's 
trgnblniig nif y gn make me respgisnible fgr nit. After k tgld y gn tg 
stgp  evei." 

"Uh… bnt… y gn were beniig snch ai nidnigt  nit was frnstratniig." 

"Eh? Bnt… what?" 

"N-Ngthniig!" 

Stella snddeily  tnried her ey es away  frgm kkkni  bnt whnile her 
wgrds were tgg chnildnish  he niderstggd that Stella waited 
hnim tg wnii. 

"Well  k dgi't ieed unirnihara-kni's apglggy   bnt k alsg dgi't 
wait y gn tg see me defeated." 

"Dg y gn have a plai?" 

"k dg." 

kkkni declared sg wnithgnt hesnitatnigi. 

"k've already  fgnid a way  tg beat hnim." 

unirnihara was the tgp-raiked iewcgmer gf kkkni's geieratnigi  a 
tgngh gppgieit whgse gverly -strgig abnilnity  made hnim the 
schggl's Festnival represeitatnive despnite beniig a frst-y ear. Bnt
evei sg  unirnihara hadi't made nit past the secgid rgnid; hgw 
wgnld kkkni take the snmmnit nif he stnmbled snch ai gppgieit?
Besnides  the Swgrd-Art Festnival felded snix gf the best fghters 



nii the schggl. Hnis hgmerggm teacher nrekni had sanid the 
average kinight fghts tei matches gr mgre  whnich meait the 
gies whg gg nidefeated wnithgnt wnithdrawniig algig the way  
mnight have tg fght argnid tweity . kf he was beatei here  
perhaps he iever stggd a chaice aiy way . 

Bnt nif he was beatei here  every thniig he eidnred wgnld eid 
np meainiigless. He cgnldi't allgw that. 

"k'll definitely  wnii." 

Thgngh kkkni sgnided slnightly  dnifereit frgm nsnal  hnis strgig 
wgrds satnisfed Stella. ki fact  befgre Stella came back tg the 
rggm  Nagni Arnisnnii had called gnt tg her after hnis gwi match 
was gver. Arnisnnii had cgivey ed tg Stella a wgrry  abgnt 
whether kkkni was iervgns gver hnis frst match  bnt thnis 
eiergetnic attnitnde was prgbably  fie. Stella niderstggd kkkni's 
streigth the mgst. 

"Sg nit's fie. Ygn'll definitely  beat that gny . Ygn're already  
thrgwniig dgwi the spggi[  40  ]  ." 

"Ng  ig  thrgwniig the spggi nis the gppgsnite gf what k'm 
dgniig." 

Stella's Japaiese was fneit  bnt her kigwledge gf prgverbs 
aid maiiers was dnbnigns  lnike nii the talk abgnt seppnkn. 

"Aiy way   nisi't nit tnime fgr dniiier? k'm hnigry ." 

"Yeah  k've already  watched the vnideg pleity   sg let's gg." 

"Japaiese pegple eat cnrry  wnith pgrk cntlet at tnimes lnike thnis  
rnight?" 

"…Err  ig  we dgi't really  have that kniid gf cnstgm. Nggdles 
as nsnal are fie." 

Twg pegple left the dgrm rggm fgr the dniiniig hall tggether  
aid sg the frst day  gf matches eided lnike a igrmal Mgiday . 



Part 4

「Sgrry   unrggaie. k cai't stay  frnieids wnith y gn aiy mgre.」 

kkkni was startled awake by  a terrnible dream. Hnis haids were 
tnighteied niniiteitnigially   aid hnis palms were sweaty . 

Why did I have a dream from last year? 

Apglggetnic wgrds echged nii kkkni's mniid. He wasi't sleepy  
aiy mgre  sg tg cggl hnis head a lnittle  kkkni desceided frgm hnis 
npper bnik aid left the rggm  beniig carefnl igt tg rgnse 
Stella as she breathed lnightly . 

It's a little early for running…. 

The anir befgre dawi was chnilly   bnt sniice nit was the begniiiniig
gf Aprnil  that chnill was cgmfgrtable gi a sweatniig bgdy . 

"Really   k wgider why  k remembered after snch a lgig tnime?" 

Thgngh igbgdy  was argnid tg aiswer  kkkni stnill let that 
qnestnigi slnip gnt. 

「The bgard chanirmai seems snspnicnigns gf aiy gie frnieidly  
wnith that gny .」 

Hgw lgig agg dnid thnis rnmgr start? Whei dnid he becgme a 
sglnitary  stndeit whg cgnldi't take cgmbat classes  wnith the 
dnisniigeingns excnse that "he lacks abnilnity   sg nit's daigergns 
tg let hnim practnice"? He was gnivei ig chgnice  aid evei nif few 
pegple kiew the staf's attnitnde fgr snre  every gie snspected 
nit. 

「Assgcniatniig wnith kkkni wnill get y gn nii trgnble.」 

kf snch a rnmgr ggt spread argnid  thei gf cgnrse pegple 
wgnld keep thenir dnistaice. 

"That remniids me  nit was rnight gver there." 

kkkni lggked thrgngh a dgrmnitgry  cgrrnidgr wniidgw dgwi at the 



cgnrty ard  a plaza wnith a lnshly  grgwniig lawi. Back whei 
every gie was cgmniig tg belnieve thgse rnmgrs  whei 
every gie except hnis rggmmate drew away  frgm kkkni  ai 
ninsnal persgi called gnt tg kkkni dnrniig lnich. That persgi 
was Shnizny a unirnihara  the tgp stndeit gf kkkni's class aid a 
snperstar whg had appeared nii the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art 
Festnival despnite beniig a frst-y ear. 

ki trnth  kkkni had already  ggttei a pggr nimpressnigi gf unirnihara.
Uilnike the grdniiary  stndeits whg stay ed away  frgm kkkni aid 
dnidi't pnick fghts  unirnihara—wnithgnt cgideminiig kkkni dnirectly 
—wgnld slaider hnim wnith a pnrpgsefnlly  lgnd vgnice nii the 
classrggm  spread nifavgrable ggssnip abgnt hnim tg thenir 
classmates  aid harass hnim nii varnigns gther way s. 

Why ? kkkni dnidi't remember attractniig unirnihara's eimnity . They  
prgbably  had ig real grndge. Wnith ig gie defeidniig kkkni at 
the tnime  unirnihara had spread the nidea that messniig wnith kkkni 
nis fie becanse kkkni was the ty pe gf niieeded persgi that cai
be fgnid aiy where. unirnihara prgbably  thgnght cgifrgitniig 
kkkni was jnst a iatnral thniig tg dg. 

kkkni fgnred they  had ig reasgiable bnsniiess wnith each gther 
aid nit had niideed beei a wgrthless cgiversatnigi. 

「Hgw lgig are y gn ggiia keep takniig the teachers' scgri lnike 
thnis  whei they  wgi't recgginize y gnr real abnilnity  evei nif y gn 
snfer fgr the rest gf y gnr lnife? Ngw's the tnime tg dnel wnith 
me  rnight?」 

kf kkkni had a fanir fght wnith unirnihara whg appeared nii the 
Swgrd-Art Festnival  the teachers snrely  wgnldi't be able tg 
deiy  kkkni's abnilnity   rnight? kt was a prgpgsal that shgnld greatly 
appeal tg hnim… bnt kkkni cgnldi't accept. Thgngh they  were nii
schggl  fghtniig wnithgnt a teacher's permnissnigi wgnld be 
pninished. kf kkkni was evei a lnittle bnit taniited by  scaidal  the 
bgard chanirmai whg was cgiiected tg the unrggaie 
hgnsehgld wgnld expel hnim wnith glee. Aid that was unirnihara's 
ggal. Back thei  there had beei snigis gf maiy  teachers at 



the plaza  all gf them crginies gf the bgard chanirmai whg 
alway s treated kkkni badly . May be they  were behniid unirnihara's 
actnigis. Uiderstaidniig that  kkkni tnried dgwi the gfer aid 
started tg leave. Bnt thei― 

「Dgi't say  that. k'm wgrrnied abgnt y gn as a classmate.」 

―unirnihara prepared tg shggt wnith hnis Devnice  Oborotsuki  at 
kkkni's tnried back. kkkni dnisregarded the challeige  aid dnidi't 
snmmgi hnis gwi weapgi. 

"k was really  amazed at the tnime  hnh…." 

He was snrprnised that despnite unirnihara's cgidnct  igbgdy  
reprnimaided unirnihara at all  ienither the stndeits iearby  igr 
the teachers whg were wanitniig tg see what happeied. Back 
thei  kkkni hadi't evei realnized hnis gwi pgsnitnigi  dnidi't kigw 
hgw crnshniig hnis nisglatnigi was. 

The teachers seemed tg expect kkkni beniig decenived by  
unirnihara's prgvgcatnigi  becanse expnlsnigi was snrely  the best
gntcgme fgr the unrggaie hgnse's reqnest that kkkni igt 
becgme a prgfessnigial mage-kinight. kkkni kiew that gf cgnrse 
aid he had takei maiy  snch attacks wnithgnt ever 
snmmginiig Intetsu. kf he were tg avgnid them  sgmegie mnight 
niiterpret hnis evasnigi as fghtniig niiteit  sg he dnidi't evei try  
tg dgdge. 

kkkni allgwed unirnihara's arrgw tg hnit hnim  aid blacked gnt… sg 
evnideice gf hnis refnsal tg fght was captnred by  a schggl 
secnrnity  camera  aid he wasi't blamed fgr the afanir. Bnt 
unirnihara's pninishmeit was gily  a steri wariniig aid a fgrced 
apglggy . kt was clear that the bgard chanirmai's party  had 
exchaiged a secret agreemeit wnith unirnihara befgrehaid. 

"Thniikniig back gver nit  what a wgrthless y ear  hnh?" 

The harassmeit dnidi't stgp after that gie tnime  bnt gradnally  
grew mgre malnicnigns. There were maiy  stndeits whg made 
kkkni's lnife mniserable  aid lnittle by  lnittle the atmgsphere they   
the teachers  aid unirnihara's grgnp created pniled np―befgre 



lgig  evei the last persgi whg had beei kkkni's frnieid  the bgy 
whg was kkkni's rggmmate  tnried away  wnith a paniifnl 
expressnigi. kkkni hadi't vgniced aiy  aiger  bnt clearly  
remembered the regret that had almgst bnrst gnt. After that  
they  stgpped speakniig tg each gther. kf the bgy  started a 
cgiversatnigi  kkkni prgbably  wgnldi't have beei able tg nigigre
hnim. Sniice he dnidi't  kkkni nigigred hnim dnilnigeitly . The bgy  
advaiced nii grade befgre lgig  sg kkkni whg was repeatniig the
y ear dnidi't see hnim aiy mgre  bnt― 

"Bnt k wgider why  k had thnis dream after snch a lgig tnime?" 

kt was already  dgie aid gver wnith  aid kkkni dnidi't care 
eigngh abgnt nit tg be recallniig nit nii hnis dreams. Thnis mnst've 
beei frgm talkniig wnith unirnihara after all. 

Well, there's no need to ponder it, right? 

kt had igthniig tg dg wnith the preseit. That bgard chanirmai 
was ggie  aid igbgdy  was hniiderniig kkkni. nily  hnis gwi 
efgrts decnided the fntnre igw. 

Snddeily   a warm lnight shniied gi the snide gf kkkni's face. 
Brnight ggldei lnight blazed fgrth frgm the dgrmnitgry  wniidgw 
aid the tgwiscape's snilhgnette bey gid. Sqnniitniig at the lnight
that aiigniced the break gf day   kkkni certaniily  felt nit. 

kt was the begniiiniig gf the H-blgck matches. Tgday   
every thniig gf kkkni unrggaie wgnld be tested. 



Part 5

Schggl cgitniined as nsnal nii the mgriniig  aid the selectnigi 
battles were cgidncted frgm the afteriggi nitnil eveiniig. 
kkkni's tnri was at gie-thnirty . kt was gie gf the early  slgts  a 
delnicate tnime whei lnich was stnill stnfed frmly  nii hnis 
stgmach  aid gi that day  he finished the gelatnii prgvnided by  
the schggl cafeternia. Algig wnith Stella  Shniznkn  aid Arnisnnii  
he was ggniig tg hnis match at the fgnrth traniiniig areia. 

The tnime was already  gie g'clgck. ki the rniig  the match 
befgre kkkni's was already  beniig held. The pegple appearniig 
ieeded tg cgme early  aid wanit gi staidby   bnt there were 
stnill tweity  mniintes left. Snittniig nii the andnieice seats fgr a 
whnile aid vniewniig gther pegple's fghts tggether wnith frnieids 
was prgbably  igt a bad nidea. Bgth Stella aid Shniznkn 
niiteided tg dg sg. Ngt kkkni  thgngh. 

"k'm ggniig tg the wanitniig rggm a lnittle bnit early ." 

Stella blniiked. 

"Eh? Ygn wgi't watch sgme matches here?" 

"Ng  rnight igw k wait tg cgiceitrate gi my  gwi." 

kkkni was already  ready niig hnimself aganiist unirnihara. He'd hate 
tg dnistnrb hnis mniidset by  watchniig sgmegie else's match. 

"Well  k'm gf." 

"Please trninmph  ninini-sama. k have fanith nii y gn." 

"Sniice y gn tgld me y esterday  that y gn'll wnii  k wgi't fgrgnive a 
pggr shgwniig." 

"Be carefnl  gkay ?" 

Retnriniig a igd tg each gf thgse three dnifereit fgrms gf 
eicgnragemeit  kkkni headed tgward the wanitniig rggm. 



Part 6

"kkkni unrggaie gf Year nie Class nie? Ygnr nideitnity  has beei 
cgifrmed. Here's y gnr stndeit datapad." 

The female receptniginist nii frgit gf the wanitniig rggm 
cgmpleted the match fgrmalnitnies nsniig her cgmpnter 
termniial. 

"Sniice the frst match nis eidniig  k'll explanii the rnles fgr the 
selectnigi battles. These battles nse the same actnal-cgmbat 
fgrmat as the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival: gie-gi-gie 
dnels. There nis ig tnime lnimnit. Snrreider nis allgwed. Becanse 
nit's actnal cgmbat  nillnsnigiary  fgrm nis igt nsed  sg there nis a 
pgssnibnilnity  that the lnives gf partnicnipaits wnill be eidaigered. 
Varnigns staf persgiiel are preseit nii the areia tg fgrestall 
snch niicnideits  aid depeidniig gi the snitnatnigi the referee 
may  alsg stgp the match  bnt ievertheless absglnte safety  nis 
igt gnaraiteed. Takniig that rnisk niitg accgnit  nif y gn are 
determniied tg partnicnipate  press the 'Yes' bnttgi gi the 
datapad's dnisplay . kf igt  please press the 'Ng' bnttgi. 
Hgwever  gice y gn press 'Ng'  y gn cai ig lgiger jgnii the 
selectnigi battle eitry  lgttery   sg please chggse carefnlly ." 

kkkni pressed "Yes" wnithgnt hesnitatnigi. 

"Wahaha  a lad whg makes a prgmpt decnisnigi  k see―♪" 

A play fnl vgnice made kkkni tnri argnid  aid staidniig there 
behniid hnim was a petnite gnirl nii a blgssgm-patteried whnite 
knimgig aid ai ey e-catchniig red hagrni. Ai niiigceit gnirl's 
featnres wnith a lggse knimgig that dnidi't match her 
henight―thnis cgmbniiatnigi gave ai awfnlly  chnildnish nimpressnigi 
bnt kkkni kiew she wasi't a stndeit. 





"Neie Saniky gn-sai... am k rnight?" 

"nhh? Ygn kigw my  iame?" 

"Every gie nii thnis schggl kigws last y ear's Japaiese nly mpnics 
represeitatnive aid the unu tgp leagne cgiteider  the 
'Yaksha Prniicess'[  41  ]  ." 

"unu" was the "uniig gf uinights"  a cgitest betweei Blazers nii
haid-tg-haid cgmbat. kt was the mgst pgpnlar spgrt nii the 
wgrld  sanid tg make three trnillnigi y ei nii brgadcast 
reveine[  42  ]   nii gie y ear. All mage-kinights kiew gf thnis 
persgi  whg was bgth a star at that level aid ai actnive 
celebrnity  athlete called the strgigest nii the Asniai-Pacnifc. 
Later gi  she became a tgpnic gi maiy  talk shgws becanse 
she had qnnite ai niifamgns prnivate lnife. Well  that wasi't 
sgmethniig he shgnld meitnigi tg the persgi herself  bnt…. 

"Bnt why  nis ai actnive prgfessnigial nii a place lnike thnis?" 

"nf cgnrse  k came tg meet y gn  kkkni unrggaie...-kni." 

"Me?" 

"Yeah  y eah. Sniice unn-chai... ah  that's Shniignnjni. k was 
wgiderniig what kniid gf F-Raik persgi unn-chai wgnld have 
her ey es gi  aid came here tg see." 

"nhh… bnt k thgnght the academy  nis strnictly  barrniig eitraice 
tg gntsniders." 

"Ngt a prgblem. After unn-chai fred the nseless teachers  
she dnidi't have eigngh anides  sg k came tg help nii my  free 
tnime sniice we're gf the same geieratnigi. k've recenived a 
legnitnimate teachniig appgniitmeit." 

"k see  nis that hgw nit nis?" 

kkkni niistaitly  niderstggd  becanse he alsg kiew the fgrmer 
bgard chanirmai's teachniig staf had beei massnively  
restrnctnred at the tnime unrgig tggk her pgsnitnigi. Saniky gn 
igdded. 



"After that  well  k waited tg take the gppgrtninity  tg sample 
sgme delnicnigns-lggkniig y gnig mei… wanit  may be k shgnldi't 
pnt nit lnike that? kgigre what k jnst sanid." 

"k-k dnidi't hear aiy thniig." 

"Wahaha. k lnike tactfnl mei  lad. k lnike gallait mei tgg. A 
strgig  prgmpt decnisnigi nis very  attractnive. All matches befgre 
hnigh schggl reqnnire nillnsnigiary  fgrm  sg a lgt gf knids painic 
whei thenir schggls tnri niitg spleidnid execntnigi grgnids  
rnight?" 

Actnal cgmbat was alway s accgmpainied by  blggdshed. Evei 
nii unu leagne battles  nit wasi't rare tg see arms aid legs cnt 
gf aid seit fy niig. Snch niijnrnies were recgverable vnia the nse
gf niPS capsnles  bnt the spectacle gf severed lnimbs was stnill 
devastatniig. New stndeits wgnld iatnrally  becgme scared by 
snch nimages. kkkni shggk hnis head  thgngh. 

"k've kigwi abgnt all that ever sniice k frst decnided tg becgme
a mage-kinight." 

"kt's hnmai iatnre tg lgse y gnr ierve evei nif y gn kigw nit. 
Stnill  y gnr cgnrage nis wgrthy  gf the gily  gie unn-chai has set 
her ey es gi  hnh? Aid lggkniig clgsely   y gn have a 
wgiderfnlly  cnte face. ksi't that rnight  lad?" 

At that mgmeit  the meter gf dnistaice betweei kkkni aid 
Saniky gn vainished. 

"Eh―" 

kkkni was snrprnised that sgmegie had ggttei sg niexpectedly  
clgse. Saniky gn had gracefnlly  fatteied herself aganiist hnis 
chest  aid was igw tnriniig her ey es np at hnim sednctnively . 

"Hgw abgnt a specnial lessgi tginight nii my  rggm―" 

"Ygn bnitch  what are y gn dgniig tg my  stndeit?" 

A threateiniig vgnice came frgm gver Saniky gn's head. kts gwier
was a scgwlniig wgmai nii a snnit  the bgard chanirmai unrgig 
Shniignnjni. 



"Whga  what a snrprnise! Stgp nit  unn-chai  staidniig behniid 
me sg snddeily . k mnight've knilled y gn befgre k realnized whg nit 
was." 

"Cgnld y gn knill me nif y gn trnied? Leavniig that asnide  what are 
y gn dgniig here? Ygn were snppgsed tg prgvnide cgmmeitary  
aid snpervnisnigi nii the fgnrth traniiniig areia  rnight?" 

"Ah  y eah  bnt the match was tniresgme sg k had sgme free 
tnime. k jnst came gver a bnit tg niispect unn-chai's favgrnite  
aid may be take the chaice tg plnck a fgwer." 

"k-kt's igt lnike he's my  favgrnite!" 

unrgig seemed a lnittle bnit embarrassed as she strnck the 
shgrter Saniky gn's whgrl gf hanir wnith a thnmp  aid kkkni averted
hnis gaze frgm the ninsnal expressnigi she made. 

"Sgrry   unrggaie. k've dnistnrbed y gnr cgiceitratnigi wnith a 
straige qnarrel." 

"N-Ng. k was a lnittle bnit snrprnised  bnt k'm fie." 

"She's headniig back rnight igw  sg dgi't wgrry  abgnt her 
igiseise. Hey   retnri tg y gnr statnigi  y gn walkniig pnblnic 
niideceicy !" 

"Yeah y eah  k get nit  k get nit  sg dgi't pnll gi my  clgthes! k see 
y gnr pgniit already !" 

unrgig pnlled Saniky gn away   her efgrt makniig a draggniig 
sgnid acrgss the fggr. As kkkni watched them gg  unrgig gave
gie last message gver her shgnlder. 

"k sanid thnis sgme tnime agg  bnt dgi't gg gverbgard  becanse 
tginight nis a celebratnigi party  wnith every gie." 

Her wgrds nimplnied that he wgnld wnii. 

"Wahaha. kt cai't be helped nif plais have beei made  rnight? 
Tgg bad  tgg bad. kf that's hgw nit nis  shgw me ai eitertaniiniig 
fght. Ygnr match nis gie k'm watchniig gver." 

A sleider niidex figer came gnt gf Saniky gn's lgig sleeve aid 
pgniited at kkkni. Saniky gn fgated a gniggle aid left tggether wnith



unrgig  her sniigle-tggthed clggs clgppniig. 

How serious was any of that…? What an unreadable person. 

Hgwever  hnis bgdy  felt gily  her streigth. 

A moment ago, she leaned herself on me before I knew it. 

kkkni had iever felt that befgre  that nicgmfgrtable expernieice
gf sgmegie gettniig clgse wnithgnt hnim beniig able tg react. kt 
was prgbably  sgme kniid gf classnical martnial art  perhaps a 
varniety  gf fggtwgrk frgm ai aicnieit Japaiese martnial lniieage. 
He dnidi't kigw exactly  what kniid gf trnick nit was  bnt― 

"…Uh  nit's ig gggd nif k dgi't cgiceitrate gi the match nii frgit
gf me rnight igw." 

Shgrt fggtwgrk that nses ey e-tg-ey e cgitact wnith ai 
gppgieit tg make dnistaice hard tg measnre. kt was ai 
niiterestniig techiniqne  bnt there was prgbably  ig way  tg 
practnice nit at the mgmeit  sg he had tg snppress hnis niiterest 
fgr igw aid cgitniine preparniig fgr hnis nimpgrtait match. 

Fgcnsniig gi hnis preparatnigi  kkkni stepped niitg the wanitniig 
rggm. kt had several lgckers aid beiches  plns fnll-leigth 
mnirrgrs afxed tg the walls  aid was gtherwnise a rather 
dreary  space wnith igthniig tg see. Hgwever  niisnide the rggm 
was alsg a small dggr that released ai gdd pressnre. Bey gid 
that dggr  the stage gf hnis fgrmal debnt battle was wanitniig. 

I've arrived at last, huh? 

Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig. The rgad leadniig tg the snmmnit as a 
stndeit kinight. That begniiiniig step. Cgmniig here… lgts gf 
thniigs had happeied. Famnily   tnime  frnieids… he had lgst 
maiy  thniigs. Nevertheless  he cgitniined tg walk fgrward 
wnithgnt gnivniig np  aid arrnived at thnis mgmeit. Bey gid thnis 
dggr  hnis fght wnith unirnihara awanited hnim. Had aiy  gf hnis panii 
aid sacrnifce beei meainiigfnl? Ngw was the tnime tg have hnis 
aiswer  bnt― 

*Ba-bump* 



"Eh―" 

Hnis heart snddeily  jnmped. 

W-What… is this? 

Hnis feld gf vnisnigi was shakniig. Cglgrs were blnrrniig lnike paniit 
nii water  aid he felt snick. Was sgmethniig happeiniig tg hnis 
bgdy ? He dnidi't kigw. He dnidi't kigw  bnt hnis thrgat was 
terrnibly  thnirsty . Water. kf he dnidi't drniik sgme water―wnith that
thgnght  kkkni gpeied the cap tg a plastnic bgttle he brgnght nii.
Hgwever  hnis haid dnidi't mgve as he wnished  aid the bgttle 
fell gitg a beich. The cap rglled. Water spnilled. Hnis shges ggt 
wet. kf he dnidi't wnipe nit gf. Wnith what? Wnith what? Ng  befgre 
that  hnis thrgat was― 

「Fnirst-y ear kkkni unrggaie-kni. Secgid-y ear Shnizny a unirnihara-
kni. Ygnr match nis igw startniig  sg please cgme tg the 
eitraice.」 

The aiignicer dragged kkkni's awareiess back tg the snrface 
gf hnis tnrbnleit thgnghts. Whei he lggked at the clgck nii 
cgifnsnigi  the tnime was gie-thnirty . Evei thgngh he came 
early ― 

The heck, how many minutes was I standing here... 

"unh…." 

No way, was I that nervous…? 

Settle dgwi. Settle dgwi. kkkni reganiied cgitrgl gf hnis heart  
beniig mniidfnl gf hnimself. He had already  seei thrgngh hnis 
gppgieit's trnick nii the vnideg. He had aialy zed the streigth 
hnis eiemy  nsed fgr shggtniig  the aigle gf the shgts  aid the 
expected maienvers afterward. He had already  develgped a 
way  tg break unirnihara's Ngble Art  Area kivnisnible. He had 
traniied hnis cgniter-strategy  thrgngh maiy  snimnlatnigis. 

kt was fie tg be iervgns  aid fie tg wnii tgg. kf he wgi  the 



hardshnips he had pnt np wnith sg far wgnld be vniidnicated  
becanse they  wgnldi't be pgniitless―! 

Wnith that strgigly  nii mniid  kkkni snbdned hnis jnmpniig 
heartbeat aid weit tg gpei the dggr tg the rniig. 



Part 7

「nkay   the thnird match has eided! kt's fially  tgday 's fgnrth 
match  aid amazniig pegple have eitered! Hey   arei't a tgi 
gf pegple watchniig thnis match!? Cgitniinniig the lnive cgverage 
nis me  Tsnkny gmni frgm the brgadcastniig clnb  aid nii charge 
gf cgmmeitary  nis Neie Saniky gn-seiseni! Ngw  let's niitrgdnce 
the cgiteiders! Fnirst nis the prevnigns y ear's tgp-seated iew 
stndeit whg appeared nii last y ear's Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art 
Festnival. He achnieved the amazniig feat gf destrgy niig 
Bniky gkn Academy 's thnird-y ear represeitatnive  whg was 
cgisnidered mgst lnikely  tg wnii the champnigishnip  nii a crnshniig
match dnrniig the frst rgnid! Clanimniig he'll wnii aganiist aiy  
gppgieit he cai beat  he's senized perfect vnictgrnies nii bgth 
regnlar aid niiter-schggl fghts  eariniig hnim the inickiame 
"Hniter"! He's the hnighest leadniig challeiger fgr the Swgrd-
Art Festnival represeitatnive pgsnitnigi  secgid-y ear cgiteider 
Shnizny a unirnihara!」 

unirnihara  whg was staidniig nii the rniig  ranised gie haid. ki 
respgise  hnigh-pnitched cheers ernpted frgm the spectatgr 
staids. 

「As y gn'd expect gf Cgiteider unirnihara's gggd face aid 
fgnre  he has extragrdniiary  pgpnlarnity  wnith the gnirls!」 

「Me  eh  my  tastes gg tgward a lnittle mgre wnild―」 

「k'm igt lnisteiniig tg Saniky gn-seiseni's tastes.」 

「kzzat sg?」 

Hgldniig a grndge aganiist Saniky gn fgr escapniig aid 
abaidginiig the jgb  Tsnkny gmni gave Saniky gn the cgld 
shgnlder as she niitrgdnced unirnihara's gppgieit. 

「Ngw  facniig the Hniter nis ai F-Raik kinight! Bnt dgi't make 
lnight gf hnim  becanse he's ig grdniiary  F-Raik! Jnst abgnt 
every gie here already  kigws that thnis cgmpetnitgr has 



sgmehgw wgi nii a mgck battle wnith that A-Raik kinight  the 
"Crnimsgi Prniicess" Stella Vermnillnigi  as hnis gppgieit! Was 
the streigth shgwi nii that recgrdniig the real thniig!? nr nis he 
as we thgnght  jnst ai grdniiary  "Wgrst nie"!? Ngw's the tnime
tg make thnis my sternigns pgwer clear! kt's the frst-y ear 
cgiteider kkkni unrggaie!」 

kkkni lnightly  salnted the andnieice. 

What an amazing number of people. 

Fnightniig fgr the frst tnime nii frgit gf snch ai andnieice was 
sgmehgw very  agnitatniig  aid kkkni felt a dnistaice betweei hnis 
bgdy  aid spnirnit as nif sgmegie else had eitered the rniig. Hnis 
awareiess was stnck nii a whnite haze  aid he cgnldi't 
assemble thgnghts well. As kkkni stggd bewnildered  unirnihara 
addressed hnim. 

"k cai't belnieve y gn actnally  came gnt. Evei thgngh y gn dnid 
the smart thniig nii the past aid rai away  frgm my  challeige."

"…That's already  ai gld stgry ." 

"Really ? Well  whatever y gn say . Bnt igw that y gn're gi thnis 
stage… have y gn prepared y gnrself?" 

"We're already  staidniig here. Dg y gn ieed tg ask?" 

"Ha  sweet." 

After lnightly  baiterniig  the twg dnelnists tggk thenir staices. 

"Cgme fgrth  Intetsu." 

"Tnime tg hnit  Oborotsuki." 

Bgth partnies snmmgied thenir Devnices. kkkni called a black 
steel kataia tg hnis rnight haid  aid unirnihara tggk a greei bgw. 

「Aid igw  tgday 's fgnrth match. Begnii!」 

The startniig snigial fgr the match came. Aid at the same 
tnime  unirnihara's bgdy  dnisappeared frgm the stage. 

「ngh! kt's snddeily  gnt  Area kivnisnible! Usniig thnis  Cgiteider 
unirnihara cai't be seei by  the iaked ey e!」 



「What a bgthersgme abnilnity ~. kt cai't be dealt wnith except by  
a wnide-raige attack.」 

「Yes! ki the frst rgnid gf last y ear's Swgrd-Art Festnival  the 
thnird-y ear frgm Bniky gkn Academy  whg fgnght wnith 
Cgiteider unirnihara was the ty pe tg specnialnize nii clgse-raige 
sniigle-hnit knills  bnt becanse he dnidi't have a wnide-raige 
attack sknill  he was defeated easnily . Dges Cgiteider 
unrggaie have a wnide-raige attack!? We're igt exaggeratniig 
whei we say  these thniigs  y gn kigw!」 

The hniter cgicealed hnimself nii the deep fgrest  aid frgm 
cgver drew hnis bgw gi hnis prey . Seeniig that hniter was 
already  nimpgssnible  sg there was ig gie tg stgp that shgt  
aid frgm what shgnld be empty  anir  magnic arrgws snddeily  
appeared aid drnilled niitg kkkni's back frgm hnis blniid spgt! 

That was hgw nit shgnld have wgrked. 

"nver there!" 

「uigcked away ! Cgiteider unrggaie has nsed hnis kataia tg 
kigck away  the niseei eiemy 's arrgw!」 

「Ng  nit's igt gver y et~. Lggk!」 

As Saniky gn sanid  kkkni hadi't jnst defected the arrgw cgmniig 
frgm hnis blniid spgt. He nimmedniately  spni hnis bgdy  half-way  
argnid lnike a tgp  aid rai nii the dnirectnigi thgse arrgws were 
fy niig frgm. 

unirnihara was certaniily  nimpgssnible tg see. Hgwever  the arrgws
were dnifereit. 

The location of the hand sending those arrows can be calculated from where 
those arrows fly. That's Area Invisible's weakness! 

kf gie carefnlly  determniies the arrgws' mgmeit gf 
appearaice  nit was pgssnible tg spy  gnt thnis lgcatnigi. kkkni's 
strategy  aganiist Area kivnisnible was tg calcnlate the 
gppgieit's dnirectnigi aid dnistaice frgm the fgrce aid aigle gf
thgse arrgws. 



"Take thnis!" 

kkkni swnig Intetsu's blade  animniig at the place where the 
eiemy  mnst be. Bnt the edge scy thed dgwi empty  anir  aid 
frgm empty  anir  scraps gf a ninifgrm fnttered dgwi geitly . 

"Ha  sg clgse. Ngt gily  defectniig ai attack frgm a blniid spgt 
bnt evei gnessniig my  pgsnitnigi after k dnisappeared? That 
takes real cgiceitratnigi. ks thnis what they  call seeniig wnithgnt 
snight?" 

"kt's hardly  sgmethniig that great." 

kkkni retnried hnmnilnity  tg the vgnice that had becgme vagne nii 
bgth raige aid dnirectnigi. Hgwever  nilnike hnis hnmble wgrds  
kkkni was feelniig qnnite cgifdeit. 

This is good! 

Befgre the match  hnis cgiceitratnigi had becgme dnisarray ed  
bnt the strategy  he wgrked gnt befgrehaid fgr dealniig wnith 
Area kivnisnible was wgrkniig spleidnidly . He was snre tg catch 
unirnihara iext tnime. Hgldniig that strgig spnirnit  kkkni 
cgiceitrated nii preparatnigi fgr the secgid shgt. 

"ngh  scary  ey es. Makniig thgse ey es at a fgrmer classmate nis
pretty  crnel  ig?" 

"kt's hardly  nireasgiable fgr a match." 

"Hmph. ki gther wgrds  y gn're try niig tg beat me?" 

"kf igt  k wgnldi't have cgme here." 

"…Haha  hahaha! kideed nit's jnst lnike y gn. k thgnght repeatniig
the same grade mnight make y gn niderstaid y gnr pgsnitnigi  
bnt jnst lnike befgre nit seems there's ig way  tg fx stnpnidnity . 
Ygn havei't chaiged at all  stnill actniig lnike y gn dnid nii the past.
Sg  sg dnisagreeably ." 

Blggdlnst flled unirnihara's vgnice  aid kkkni kiew nit was tnime tg 
fgcns gi the secgid shgt. Sharpeiniig hnis cgiceitratnigi tg 
take nii all pgssnible aigles  he stretched gnt hnis perceptnigis 
aid prgvgked ai attack. 



"kf y gn thniik nit's dnisagreeable  y gn shgnld igck ai arrgw niitg 
that bgw aid shggt tg knill. k'll brnsh nit away  eitnirely ." 

He'd nse kttgn Shnra the mgmeit he percenived the iext 
arrgw  befgre unirnihara cgnld escape. Vnictgry  wgnld be decnided
here! 

"Heh… a face wnith fghtniig spnirnit. Snrely  y gnr swgrd arm nis 
terrnifc. That's sgmethniig evei k'd ackigwledge. Bnt hgw sad 
nit's gily  sg great as far as peasaits gg. Fgr Blazers  
hnmainity 's iew chgsei breed  battles are all abgnt abnilnity ! k 
wgider nif ai F-Raik whg's igt mnch mgre thai garbage cai 
break my  Area kivnisnible?" 

"We wgi't kigw niless we try ." 

"Trne eigngh. Thei frgm igw gi  k'll dg thnis." 

ki that mgmeit  blggd spnrted frgm a hgle nii kkkni's rnight 
thnigh. 

"―Wha?" 

A hgt metallnic panii raced thrgngh kkkni's thnigh aid stabbed 
niitg hnis branii. 

"Gnaaah!" 

kkkni let gnt a cry  nii shgck. Bnt astginishmeit gntwenighed the 
panii. 

What happened!? 

Despnite sharpeiniig hnis cgiceitratnigi aid checkniig pgssnible 
lniies fgr every  attack  hgw had he jnst beei niijnred? Hgldniig 
tggether hnis dnisgrdered cgiscnignsiess tnightly   kkkni lggked 
dgwi at the hgle whnich had beei snddeily  gpeied nii hnis 
thnigh. Where he lggked  there was a spray  gf blggd haigniig 
niiatnrally  nii mnidanir  as nif the blggd was cgnilniig argnid 
sgmethniig traispareit. Reachniig gnt wnith a haid  he grasped
sgmethniig sglnid there. 

"kt cai't be…." 

Fgr kkkni  thnis was the wgrst case sceiarnig. 



"Exactly . Thnis y ear  the arrgws k shggt cai alsg be hniddei. Dg 
y gn niderstaid? ki gther wgrds  my  attacks cai strnike 
niivnisnibly !" 



Part 8

Arnisnnii frgwied as he watched the match frgm the spectatgr 
seats. 

"Thnis nis bad  nisi't nit?" 

"Yes. ninini-sama marked the arrgws' fnight  aid thgnght gf a 
way  tg deal wnith unirnihara. Bnt… rnight igw  that plai has beei
rnipped apart. kf he cai't see the arrgws  thei fgrget abgnt 
cgniterattackniig  he cai't evei defeid gr evade…." 

"As y gn'd expect frgm last y ear's Festnival represeitatnive  ig? 
What ai gntragegns abnilnity ." 

Snddeily   Stella cnt niitg Arnisnnii's wgrds. 

"Ng!" 

"Stella-chai?" 

"Area kivnisnible nis certaniily  snch fgnl play  that evei k was 
snrprnised  bnt that's igt the prgblem! Mgre thai that… kkkni 
was actniig wenird befgrehaid!" 

"ninini-sama was actniig wenird?" 

"That's rnight! After all  why  dnidi't he attack nimmedniately  after
the match started!? He shgnld kigw hnis gppgieit wgnld 
dnisappear! Thei wgnldi't the niistait the match starts be the 
decnidniig mgmeit!?" 

Hearniig that  Shniznkn replnied nii astginishmeit. 

"Ygn  havei't y gn learied aiy thniig frgm the terrgrnist matter 
the gther day ? Dgi't y gn thniik that carelessly  rnshniig niitg a 
Blazer gppgieit wgnld be snnicnide? ninini-sama's tactnics are 
based gi readniig the eiemy 's trnicks aid stealniig hnis 
nidnigsy icrasnies. Thnis was dgie tg y gn tgg  wasi't nit?" 

Bnt Stella shggk her head. 

"That's igt nit. Snre  kkkni gbserves hnis gppgieit aid carrnies 



gnt a plai tg wnii  bnt… the eiemy  thnis tnime dnisappeared  y gn
kigw? He'd be cgistaitly  facniig attacks frgm ai niivnisnible 
eiemy . Hgw badly  dg y gn thniik he's beniig pressnred by  
exhanstnigi!?" 

Shniznkn alsg realnized thnis npgi beniig tgld. The meital stranii 
frgm igt kigwniig where the arrgw was cgmniig frgm  the 
pressnre gf stay niig alert cgitniingnsly   snch exhanstnigi was 
bey gid the igrm. Fgr thnis drawi-gnt cgitest  kkkni's nsnal plai
was terrnible. Cgmpared tg that  senizniig the gppgieit's 
pgsnitnigi wnith a swnift attack at the start lggked hasty  at a 
glaice  bnt nit was actnally  the best chgnice. 

"Despnite that  why …?" 

Tg Stella whg was grniidniig her teeth  Arnisnnii aiswered wnith 
the reasgi kkkni ieglected a fast gpeiniig attack. 

"kt's igt that he dnidi't dg nit. He cgnldi't dg nit." 

"Dnifcnlty 's ig reasgi igt tg try ! ksi't kkkni gbvnignsly  the sgrt 
gf kinight whg wgi't gnive np!?" 

"kt's becanse he wgi't gnive np that kkkni's igw gnivniig gnt." 

"Ng way ! That kniid gf thniig nis cgmpletely …." 

Ngt lnike hnim. Stella was ggniig tg say  nit  bnt her wgrds stgpped
nii her mgnth. Dnid she really  belnieve them? 

「k'll definitely  wnii.」 

kkkni had beei behavniig a lnittle bnit straigely  y esterday . Was 
he the ty pe tg nse strgig wgrds lnike "definitely  wnii" befgre a 
fght? Hnis dnel wnith her had beei dnifereit  at least. 

「Bnt y gn kigw  nit wgi't be clear nif we dgi't fght nit gnt.」 

Despnite animniig fgr vnictgry   he niderstggd the daigers gf a 
match qnnite well. Cgnld nit be that kkkni's strgig wgrds had gily 
beei a fraitnic attempt tg deiy  the pressnre he felt frgm the 
pgssnibnilnity  gf lgsniig? 

Arnisnnii igdded. 



"kt seems y gn kigw what k meai. Bnt dgi't blame y gnrself fgr
igt igtnicniig  Stella-chai. kt's hardly  sgmethniig y gn'd be 
respgisnible fgr whei igt evei the persgi hnimself nis aware gf 
nit." 

"The persgi hnimself?" 

"Yes  kkkni nis tgg nsed tg beniig wgnided. He cai't hear the 
crnies frgm hnis gwi heart. kf we cgisnider hgw he strnggled tg 
get niitg thnis cgmpetnitnigi  nit's certaniily  abigrmal tg strnggle 
that way  fgr as lgig as he has." 

kkkni's hardshnips nii cgmniig here. Thniikniig gf that  Stella lgst 
her wgrds gf deinial. Ng gie niderstggd hnim  ig gie helped 
hnim. Beniig deinied gppgrtninitnies fgr ai ntterly  gntragegns 
y ear… ig  eidnrniig mgiths aid y ears gf the same befgre 
that. He belnieved that a chaice wgnld eveitnally  cgme  bnt 
at the same tnime  that chaice wgnld alsg rnisk every thniig he 
eidnred. kf he lgst here  thgse bnitter expernieices wgnld all 
cgme tg igthniig. Aid nii that kniid gf decnisnive test  he faced a 
capable gppgieit whg was hnis iatnral eiemy ― 

His mind must be strained by a situation like that…. 

Actniig igrmally  was nimpgssnible wnith sg maiy  pressnres 
smgtherniig hnim. They  wgnld snrely  be nimpgssnible tg bear. 

Why didn't I notice that? Even though I'm closest to Ikki…? 

Ngw that nit was tgg late  she was regrettniig her nigigraice. 
Aid as Arnisnnii thgnght  kkkni's accnmnlated stress had ernpted
at the wgrst tnime. 

"Aiy way … igw that the arrgws are hniddei  kkkni's faigs wgi't 
reach thnis Hniter cgicealed nii hnis deep fgrest. Bgth gf y gn 
shgnld brace y gnrselves. What starts here wgi't be a match  
bnt a stranightfgrward hnit." 



Part 9

「…Crnel….」 

kt was tei mniintes after the start gf the match  aid the vgnice 
gf Tsnkny gmni  whg was prgvnidniig lnive cgverage  was falterniig.
ki the rniig  kkkni cgnld jnst barely  ranise hnis swgrd wnith 
blggdsgaked haids. He had beei rednced tg thnis after 
unirnihara's niivnisnible arrgws destrgy ed hnis strategy . Yet the 
battle stnill cgitniined  becanse whnile arrgws had beei drnivei 
thrgngh every  part gf hnis arms aid legs  igie had pnierced hnis
vnitals. Was that mercy ? Ng  every gie watchniig kiew that nit 
wasi't. Thnis spectacle shgwed gily  a Hniter tgrmeitniig prey .

At the excessnively  lgpsnided match  Tsnkny gmni trnied tg plea 
wnith Saniky gn snittniig iext tg her. 

"Saniky gn-seiseni! There's ig mgre meainiig tg thnis fght! k'm 
beggniig y gn  please eid the match! We cai't watch aiy  
mgre gf thnis crnelty !" 

Bnt Saniky gn dnidi't respgid. Hnidniig her nsnally  easy ggniig 
maiier frgm jnst a whnile agg  she was starniig at the rniig 
wnith a dreadfnlly  eariest expressnigi  sg Tsnkny gmni cgitniined 
her cgverage helplessly . 

「…Cgiteider unrggaie admnirably  kigcked away  unirnihara's 
frst shgt  bnt frgm the niivnisnible arrgw gf the secgid shgt 
giward  he's beei cgmpletely  niable tg react  aid the match
has prgceeded hgpelessly . Bnt Cgiteider unrggaie stnill 
hasi't snrreidered. May be he has sgme kniid gf plai?」 

kkkni langhed bnitterly  at Tsnkny gmni's aiignicemeit. 

Can't say I do. My strategy was shallow…. 

kf he had thgnght abgnt nit  unirnihara wgnld gbvnignsly  be 
dnifereit betweei thnis y ear aid last  sg the gpeiniig mgmeit 
whei stealth wgnld be least efectnive was the pgniit where 
vnictgry  favgred hnim the mgst. Realnizniig sgmethniig sg gbvnigns



sg late  kkkni had becgme mgre aid mgre cgiscnigns gf hnis gwi
meital stranii aid crackniig cgmpgsnre. 

It's just like Alice said, huh? 

Thniikniig back  the dream he saw thnis mgriniig mnight've beei 
the crnies gf hnis heart that Arnisnnii meitnigied  bnt kkkni hadi't 
realnized nit thei. He was tgg nsed tg actniig tgngh  aid thnis 
was the pathetnic gntcgme. 

…No, I can't be worrying over that right now. 

Well thei  what was the best gptnigi? What shgnld he dg frgm
here gi? Hgw wgnld he captnre thnis niivnisnible gppgieit? 

"Heh heh heh. Ngt gnivniig np evei thnis late nii the game… nit's 
bey gid amazniig." 

"…Wnithdrawniig gver jnst thnis mnch… wgnld be evei wgrse 
thai repeatniig a y ear." 

"Yes  y es  that's qnnite lnike y gn. Alrnight  tg shgw a lnittle 
respect  k'll gnive y gn a haidnicap. k'll tell y gn the place k'll 
pnierce y gn iext. Try  aid avgnid nit. Ngw  here k gg. Tg start wnith 
the left thnigh." 

"Gah!" 

"What's the matter? Ygnr reactnigi nis slgw. There  rnight 
shgnlder!" 

"Gnh…!" 

"Cgme gi  try  tg dgdge! The iext gie nis y gnr rnight ear!" 

"Uwa!" 

"Ygnr mgvemeits are slgw  unrggaie-kni! Dgi't y gn have 
sgme mgtnivatnigi? Pnt mgre spnirnit niitg nit aid rni argnid! 
Here  left shgnlder! Rnight thnigh  rnight palm  calf  rnight kiee  
small niitestniie  stgmach! Lniver! unidiey ! Large niitestniie! Ygn'll
dnie  y gn'll dnie! kf y gn dgi't dgdge well  y gn're as gggd as 
dead!" 

"Gnaaaaaaah!" 



kkkni's kiees fially  cgllapsed as unirnihara's arrgws started tg fy 
at the niiterial grgais nii hnis tgrsg. 

"Hehehe  ahahahaha! Sg dnisgracefnl aid dnirty ! Ygn have a 
mniserable face gi  dgi't y gn unrggaie-kni? Ngw igw  keep 
fghtniig  keep fghtniig wnith a smnile. Ygn shgnld have a reasgi 
tg keep fghtniig  nisi't that rnight? After all  unrggaie-kni  
y gn're nii thnis match becanse y gn wait tg gradnate." 

「Eh…?」 

Tg unirnihara's niexpected wgrds  the spectatgrs felt thenir 
breaths senizniig nii thenir thrgats. 

「H-Hey   what nis he say niig abgnt gradnatniig?」 

「They  sanid that igt jgniiniig the selectnigi battles dgesi't 
nimpact grades  rnight?」 

「Wanit a secgid! k declniied becanse there's ig peialty  fgr….」 

"Ah  sgrry   sgrry  every gie. kt lggks lnike there's a lnittle 
mnisniderstaidniig. Calm dgwi. The gily  gie whg waits tg 
gradnate nis thnis gny . The F-Raik kinight here  kkkni unrggaie-
kni  has abnilnity  sg lgw-grade aid grdniiary   nit seems he cai't 
gradnate. Becanse gf that  the iew bgard chanirmai created 
ai exceptnigi that nif he takes the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art 
Festnival's champnigishnip  aid becgmes the Sevei Stars Swgrd
uniig  he'll be allgwed tg gradnate." 

That trnth was aiigniced tg the spectatgrs. Thenir 
cgmmgtnigi snddeily  stgpped  aid― 

"…Bn-AHAHA HAHA HAHAHAHAHAHA!!!" 

Langhter that ebbed aid fgwed lnike the tnide explgded frgm 
iearly  every  spectatgr nii ninisgi  aid flled the fgnrth traniiniig
areia. 

「He'll gradnate by  becgmniig the Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig!? 
Hey  hey   y gn're igt sernigns!」 



「There's ig way  snch a thniig's pgssnible fgr ai F-Raik! The 
iew chanirmai has ggtta be kniddniig!」 

「Pf  aid that nidnigt accepted that prgmnise!?」 

「Hahaha  fgrgettniig hnis place aid cgmniig all the way  here nis 
pnitnifnl  anii't nit!?」 

「There's ig way  sgme gny  gettniig wniped gnt at the frst fght 
cai becgme the Swgrd uniig  rnight!? Hahahahahaha!」 

The Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig was the snmmnit fgr all stndeit 
kinights nii Japai. Amgig the past geieratnigis gf uniigs  
almgst all gf them were B-Raik  wnith the remaniiders beniig C-
aid ai extreme mniigrnity  gf A-Raik kinights. Ai F-Raik  a 
belgw-average fanilniig stndeit crawlniig nii the dnirt  cgnld igt 
pgssnibly  take that snmmnit. By  cgmmgi seise  nit cgnld gily  be
a jgke. 

Bnt there were pegple whg ranised thenir vgnices tg gppgse the 
resgnidniig scgri. They  were kkkni's classmates. 

「That's igt trne! unrggaie-sai really  nis amazniig!」 

「That's rnight! We've seei nit! We've seei unrggaie-sai defeat 
fve pegple wnieldniig Devnices wnith hnis bare haids!」 

「Mgre thai aiy thniig  dnidi't unrggaie-kni wnii aganiist 
Vermnillnigi-sai whg's ai A-Raik kinight? Ai A-Raik that rarely  
shgws np evei amgig the Sevei Stars Swgrd uniigs? Aid he 
has real abnilnity  that he cai wnii wnith!」 

「k~dnigts. Dgi't y gn kigw? That recgrdniig was determniied tg 
be jnst sgme qnestnigiable thniig frgm the Net.」 

「Ygn gny s are the nidnigts. Hgw cai a prniicess partnicnipate nii 
sgmethniig qnestnigiable? kt'd be nimpgssnible  nif y gn thniik 
abgnt nit.」 

「What the hell dg y gn kigw? Dnid y gn kigw y gnr F-Raik nis a 
sgi gf the unrggaie hgnse  that wealthy  aid wgrld-reigwied
mage-kinight lniieage?」 

「That's rnight  that's rnight. That unrggaie famnily  seit mgiey  



tg the pggr Vermnillnigi Empnire aid arraiged a fxed match tg 
snppgrt thenir knid. kt's prgbably  tg dnistniignnish hnim by  havniig 
hnim wnii aganiist a rnmgred prgdnigy .」 

「Wha… that cai't be!」 

「kf y gn say  nit cai't be  thei ai F-Raik wniiiniig aganiist ai A-
Raik nis evei less lnikely . We dgi't kigw why  she's snppgrtniig 
that gny   bnt shgnldi't y gn gny s pnt sgme cgmmgi seise 
niitg y gnr heads?」 

Tg that argnmeit  the classmates snppgrtniig kkkni gnlped 
dgwi thenir wgrds  leavniig the areia flled wnith igthniig bnt 
jeers. 

「Sgmegie whg bny s a wnii wnith hnis pareits' niifneice  
becgmniig the Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig? Dgi't make me langh 
nidnigt!」 

「Ygn're garbage  a dnisgrace tg ns kinights!」 

「Arei't y gn reachniig bey gid y gnr abnilnity  despnite beniig ai F-
Raik!? Ygn frand!」 

The unrggaie hgnsehgld fxniig a match tg snppgrt thenir gwi 
sgi? kt was a lnie based gi nifgnided rnmgr  prgbably  the 
nirrespgisnible faitasy  gf sgmebgdy  gi ai aigiy mgns gilniie 
fgrnm  tgssed niitg the pnblnic cgiscnignsiess where nit had 
spread wnidely . There was ig way  the unrggaie hgnse that 
cgitniingnsly  tgrmeited kkkni wgnld dg snch a thniig  aid evei 
as a jgke nit was alsg prepgstergns at best that the Vermnillnigi 
Empnire's rgy alty  wgnld take a brnibe frgm what was igthniig 
mgre thai a sniigle kinight famnily . 

Hgwever  that faitasy  had beei takei as trnth here  becanse
nit was cgmfgrtable. The majgrnity  gf stndeit kinights were E- 
aid D-Raik  eivnigns pegple whg cgistaitly  lggk np tg thgse 
called 'prgdnignies' exnistniig abgve them. Tg snch E- aid D-
Raiks  the gies labeled F-Raik were few nii inmber aid 
lgwer thai themselves  pegple safe tg lggk dgwi npgi aid 
abnse. They  ieeded niifernigrs whg they  cai snrpass  whg 



wgnld call them geininses aid cgisnider them blessed. 
Becanse they  were resnigied tg iever achnieve feats lnike 
beatniig ai A-Raik  they  had lnittle tg feel gggd abgnt  sg they  
tggk a cgiveinieit faitasy  as the trnth aid ranised thenir vgnices
nii niisnlts. 

Tg thgse wgrds  kkkni grgnid hnis teeth. 

It's frustrating, huh…. 

kkkni dnidi't partnicnlarly  wait gther pegple's evalnatnigis  dnidi't 
partnicnlarly  wait aiy bgdy 's apprgval. He wasi't cgiceried 
abgnt whg's ggniig gi abgnt what at thnis pgniit. Bnt… nit paniied
hnim that bad thniigs were evei beniig sanid abgnt Stella  sg gf 
cgnrse hnis gwi wgrthlessiess was nirrnitatniig hnim. 

"nh  gh  nit seems y gn're beniig thgrgnghly  ggssniped gver. Bnt 
what cai we dg? Every gie saw y gn dreamniig bey gid y gnr 
meais  aid nit made them aigry ." 

unirnihara rnbbed the niisnlts nii releitlessly   whnile kkkni hnig hnis 
head aid rested gi hnis kiees. 

"Hgw abgnt k have y gn accept facts already ? A small fry  wnith 
sgmethniig lnike bgdy  streigtheiniig as hnis abnilnity   cgitniinniig 
tg fght nii thnis place? Becanse gf my  Area kivnisnible  y gn dgi't 
have arms gr legs left tg nse. Thnis nis realnity   y gn kigw? A 
persgi's statns nis decnided frgm bnirth. ki the eid  there's ig 
trnth tg nideas lnike great efgrt cgmniig befgre taleit. Ng 
matter hgw bravely  y gn act  nit jnst lggks ngly . Hey   dgesi't 
every gie thniik sg tgg!?" 

「kt's jnst as unirnihara-kni say s!」 

「Ygn're really  nisnightly ! ksi't nit lnike Shnizny a-kni's cgmpletely  
bnlly niig y gn!?」 

「Cgicede niistead gf rely niig gi iepgtnism  y gn bastard!」 

「Ygn're brazei evei thgngh y gn're jnst a drgp-gnt! Hgw lgig 
wnill y gn shgw ns thnis nglniiess!」 

The spectatgrs mgved tggether nider unirnihara's dnirectnigi  



thenir vgnices becgmniig a heavy  pressnre that strnck kkkni. The 
panii that reverberated nii hnis creakniig bgdy  brgnght kkkni's 
seise gf pgwerlessiess hgme tg hnim. 

Ugly, huh? 

kideed  nit mnight lggk that way . Rnight igw  he had ig efectnive
strategy  aganiist Area kivnisnible  a stealth that cgicealed 
sgnid  niidnicatnigi  gdgr  aid shape. He cgnldi't evei tell nif ai 
attack was cgmniig nitnil nit was tgg late. What shgnld he dg 
aganiist snch ai gppgieit? He hadi't the slnightest nidea  aid 
at thnis pgniit he was stnill nprnight gily  becanse gf wnillpgwer. 
Hnis wnill tg igt snrreider was straniied tg nits lnimnit. kf he gave nii 
the black mark gf beniig defeated nii a selectnigi battle wgnld 
be nirremgvable  bnt wasi't that stnill better thai thnis 
bnitteriess? ki the mgmeit that kkkni's heart tnried nii a 
vnlierable dnirectnigi― 

"SHUT THE HELL UUUUUUUUUPPPPPPPPPPP!!!" 

A scream swept gver the jeers lnike a tsniamni  aid every gie 
tnried tgward the dnirectnigi gf that sgnid. There― 

…Stella. 

―the Crnimsgi Prniicess stggd  wnith scarlet pnpnils bnriniig nii 
gntrage aid a shgwer gf embers swnirlniig abgnt her fgnre. 



Part 10

Shniznkn aid Arnisnnii were starniig nii wgider  bnt why  wgnld 
Stella care? She cgnldi't bear nit. Shggtniig a cnrse at the 
spectatgrs wnith niidnigiait ey es ablaze  she strnck wnith wgrds 
as nif she was breathniig fre. 

"There's ig way  ai F-Raik cai wnii aganiist ai A-Raik? ksi't 
that sgmethniig y gn pegple decnided y gnrselves!? Lnimnitniig 
y gnrselves as niable tg snrpass a prgdnigy   y gn're gily  
jnstnify niig y gnr gwi resnigiatnigi! Ygn pegple are gnivniig np lnike 
that fgr cgiveinieice  y gn kigw. Bnt dgi't y gn nse y gnr 
resnigiatnigi tg deiy  kkkni's streigth!" 

That was niitglerable  absglntely  niitglerable  becanse evei 
thgngh kkkni was niifernigr tg every gie here  he kept gi 
rejectniig that resnigiatnigi! kf nit was kkkni  he cgnld wnithstaid 
beniig sieered at by  all  beniig cnrsed as trash  aid beniig tgld 
that taleit was niisnrmgnitable. He stnill cgitniined tg belnieve 
nii hnis gwi wgrth. Aid despnite that gntragegns treatmeit  he 
gbtaniied the strgigest sniigle mniinte that wgnldi't lgse tg 
aiy  taleit. The brnillniaice gf kkkni's spnirnit she saw that day  was 
stnill bnriniig nii Stella's ey es evei igw. She hadi't thgnght as 
strgigly  abgnt aigther persgi befgre. She hadi't admnired 
aigther persgi as mnch befgre. Becanse Stella niderstggd 
hgw hnigh her prnide was― 

"He dgesi't have aiy thniig lnike taleit  bnt y gn pegple whg 
clniig tg snch petty  thniigs  there's ig way  y gn niderstaid 
kkkni's streigth! There's ig way  y gn cai see nit! Ygn fggls wnith 
y gnr all-kigwniig tgie  don't make fun of the knight that I 
love!!!" 

"Stella…." 

At snch emgtnigis gnshniig gnt  at the wgrds that strnck hnim  
kkkni ranised hnis ey es  aid Stella's chest thrgbbed paniifnlly  at 



the emgtnigis she fgnid there. 

"Why  are y gn makniig snch a mniserable face…!?" 

Hnis expressnigi was sg franil nit cgnld crnmble at aiy  mgmeit. 
Stella niderstggd nit  sniice kkkni was igt y et as matnre as she 
was. Rather  he was stnill sg y gnig that gie cgnld call hnim a 
chnild. Ng matter hgw he trnied tg be tgngh  ig matter hgw he 
carrnied a steely  determniiatnigi―there was ig way  he cgnld be
sg callgns. He wgnld be wgnided by  snch jeers  aid hnis heart
wgnld be niijnred by  snch abnse. Cgmpared tg that cgistait 
tgrmeitniig dnistress  nit may  be a mercnifnl dgse gf realnity  fgr 
the person called kkkni unrggaie tg lgse aid break dgwi here. 
Bnt stnill―bnt stnill…! 

"kkkni  y gn tgld me  dnidi't y gn? That whatever gther pegple 
say   y gn wgi't gnive np gi y gnrself…! k thgnght nif y gn were 
lnike that  k'd fgllgw y gn wherever y gn gg! Sg tg these pegple 
say niig whatever they  please  dgi't make a face lnike y gn're 
gnivniig np! k dgi't niiteid tg lgse tg a mai that weak! 
Becanse… the gie k admnire  the gie k fell nii lgve wnith  the 
gie k alway s lggk np tg  nis the knight k cgitniine tg take prnide nii
iamed kkkni unrggaie! ―Sg… 

"WHEN YOU'RE IN FRONT OF ME, ALWAYS BE AS COOL 
AS I KNOW YOU ARE, YOU IDIIIOOOOOTTTTT!!!" 

There was a place she waited tg reach tggether wnith 
hnim―that was why  Stella pnt all gf her feelniigs niitg her 
scream. kt wasi't jnst kkkni hnimself that belnieved nii kkkni 
unrggaie's wgrth aiy mgre. ki that mgmeit― 

*Pow!* kkkni pniched hnis gwi cheek wnith eigngh fgrce that the
sgnid cgnld be heard frgm afar. 

「Wha!?」 

Every gie there shgnted nii astginishmeit at thnis snddei  
ecceitrnic act. What the heck was he dgniig? Uider the 



qnestniginiig gazes  kkkni― 

"Thaiks  Stella. Ygn really  pnt lnife back niitg me." 

―slgwly   bnt wnith streigth  stggd back np. 



Part 11

Rnisniig tg hnis feet  kkkni gazed at the red-hanired gnirl whg had 
scglded hnim. Large brnight teardrgps were spnillniig frgm Stella's
crnimsgi ey es. Fgr whgse sake were thgse tears pgnrniig gnt? 
Fgr whgm was she grnievniig? kkkni wasi't sg thnickheaded that 
he dnidi't kigw. Bnt evei nii her panii  Stella was say niig thnis. 

Fnight. 

Stella kiew hgw hard aid paniifnl kkkni's path was  bnt she stnill 
waited hnim tg keep fghtniig. 

So there's someone other than Ryouma-san saying that…. 

kkkni thgnght that nif he lgst thnis fght  every thniig he had 
snfered wgnld becgme meainiigless  aid he was afranid tg 
thniik gi that lgss. Bnt he was mnistakei. Hnis ggal gf becgmniig
a mage-kinight mnight have takei great efgrt sg far  bnt thgse
day s gf try niig hard aid mgvniig fgrward wgnldi't becgme 
meainiigless at all. 

Because I met a girl who says that she loves the way I've lived! 

The niistait he niderstggd that  *click*  kkkni felt hnis heart aid 
bgdy  jgniiniig tggether. Hnis thgnghts that were clgnded by  
teisnigi aid dnismay  tnried alarmniigly  clear. Hnis bgdy  that 
was niijnred aid bleedniig was already  gi the brniik gf 
cgllapse  bnt nit mgved as he wnished. kkkni's fghtniig cgidnitnigi 
had fially  reached nits zeinith. 

Thei nit was stnill tgg early   mnch tgg early   tg gnive np. He 
cgnldi't  igt y et. There was stnill sgmethniig tg try . Sgmethniig 
that he  kkkni unrggaie  mnst dg. He wgnld mgve fgrward  ig 
matter hgw pninishniig that was snppgsed tg be. kf he was 
defeated whnile nsniig all hnis pgwer  he cgnld recgver frgm hnis 
niijnrnies aid fght aganii  bnt…. 



But losing his nerve and running away, that would 
disgrace a knight for the rest of his life! 

"nggggggg!!!" 

kkkni ranised a war cry  aid fred hnimself np. Frgm hnis fesh  frgm
hnis blggd  frgm every  sniigle cell  he gathered magnic pgwer 
aid niginited nit all nii a fash. kkkni unrggaie's bgdy  shniied wnith a
blne fame that fgwed lnike wniid  radniatniig the glgw gf hnis 
Ngble Art  kttgn Shnra. Aid nii dgniig sg  kkkni declared hnis 
determniiatnigi tg finish thnis bgnt rnight here. 





"Wnith my  greatest weakiess  k'll catch y gnr greatest 
streigth―let's fght  unirnihara-kni!" 

「Aaaaah! Cgiteider unrggaie  whg we cgnld gily  thniik had 
already  beei defeated  has made a graid challeige! He's 
niivgked kttgn Shnra  the Ngble Art whnich elnimniiated the A-
Raik kinight Stella Vermnillnigi! Ngw the great techiniqne whnich 
cai be nsed gily  gice a day  has beei actnivated―cgnld he 
have fgnid a way  tg beat Area kivnisnible!?」 

Wnith the snddei chaige nii the battle that unirnihara was 
cgmpletely  dgmniiatniig  the tgie gf Tsnkny gmni's lnive cgverage
lnifted. Evei she had beei appalled by  the Hniter's grnesgme 
tactnics. She had hgped fgr thnis tnri gf eveits  aid seit kkkni 
her heartfelt eicgnragemeit. Bnt alas  kkkni dnidi't have the 
sglntnigi Tsnkny gmni was expectniig. Area kivnisnible was perhaps
the strgigest aitni-persgiiel Ngble Art  igt a techiniqne that 
wgnld be beatei by  the streigth gf a Faniled uinight nii the frst 
place. 

Aid unirnihara alsg kiew that. 

"Catch? A 'Wgrst nie' lnike y gn nis ggniig tg catch me  the 
'Hniter' Shnizny a unirnihara? That kniid gf thniig nis bey gid y gn. 
Arei't y gn bgastniig abgnt sgmethniig y gn cai't evei dg?" 

Rnight  exactly  rnight. kkkni was bgastniig abgnt sgmethniig he 
cgnldi't dg. Actniig lnike that had snrely  beei a mnistake  aid 
try niig had gily  cgifnsed every thniig. kkkni unrggaie cgnld 
accgmplnish gily  gie feat sniice the begniiiniig. 

"Ygn've already  strnggled nii fntnilnity  lgig eigngh  k thniik. k'm 
alsg pretty  tnired gf watchniig sgmethniig sg nicgnth  sg nit's 
abgnt tnime k brniig nit tg ai eid. …Hmm  whnich remniids me  k 
prgmnised tg tell y gn where k anim  rnight? That's rnight… the 
iext gie nis―" 

There was a certanii blggdthnirst dwellniig nii unirnihara's vgnice as 



he igcked ai arrgw gi hnis bgwstrniig. Perhaps hnis mgve 
wgnld be deathblgw tg decnide thnis fght. 

"―tg the crgwi gf y gnr head. kf y gn dgi't wait tg dnie  dgdge 
nit  y gn held-back fanilnre!" 

A destrnctnive knillniig niiteit shgt niivnisnibly   ai arrgw capable gf 
evei siatchniig away  lnife  was racniig dnirectly  tgward kkkni. 
Bnt―knillniig niiteit was niicgiseqneitnial igw. nf the arrgw  
there was igthniig that cgnld be seei  igthniig that cgnld be 
heard  sg rather thai try  fgr the arrgw  kkkni wgnld gily  see 
what he could see  hear what he could hear. 

Remember it― 

The grder he recenived hnis wgnids  the dnirectnigi― 

Remember it― 

The depth gf hnis niijnrnies  the aigle― 

Remember it― 

unirnihara's wgrds at that tnime  the vgnice― 

Every thniig abgnt thnis match was packed niitg thgse detanils. 
As nif pernsniig the hnistgry  gf nits feicniig frgm the swgrd sty le 
techiniqne  dernive the eiemy 's prgcess frgm the grder aid 
dnirectnigi. As nif cgllectniig the schggl's kigwledge frgm nits 
swgrdsmaishnip  reverse-eigniieer the pgsnitnigi frgm the 
niijnrnies aid aigle. As nif stealniig the prniicniples gf nits niiveitnigi
frgm nits trnicks  expgse the patteris gf thniikniig frgm the wgrds
aid the vgnice. Aid thei frgm every thniig there  niivestnigatniig 
the prevnigns degree gf pniercniig's teideicy   the persgialnity   
techiniqne  desnigi  by  niitegratniig  aialy zniig  niderstaidniig  
exhanstniig data gi all kniids gf thniigs―grasp every thniig 
abgnt the persgi called Shnizny a unirnihara! 

There was ig reasgi he cgnldi't dg nit. kt wasi't dnifcnlt. 
Becanse all algig  sniice lgig agg  kkkni unrggaie had fgnght 
that way ! 

ki that niistait  the arrgw shgt frgm Oborotsuki bnit niitg kkkni. The 



place nit pnierced… was igt the crgwi gf the head  bnt the 
heart. Yes  unirnihara had set a trap niitg the last blgw wnith a 
Hniter's cgmpgsnre aid cggl-headediess. Hnis gppgieit was 
already  nii a hgpeless snitnatnigi  bnt jnst nii case igie gf the 
niijnrnies had gccnrred  he had shgt ai arrgw at kkkni's heart 
whnile say niig he was animniig at kkkni's head. A feniit nii addnitnigi 
tg niivnisnibnilnity   hnis attack permnitted ig evasnigi. Aid exactly  as 
the Hniter plaiied  the niivnisnible knillniig niiteit pnierced kkkni's 
heart― 

"…nh?" 

That sgnid spnilled gnt frgm Shnizny a unirnihara's mgnth at the 
niiexplnicable snight befgre hnim  aid hnis mniid weit blaik. He 
had seit ai arrgw gf certanii death that cgnldi't be avgnided 
gr blgcked  bnt―kkkni's left haid had grabbed nit  stgppniig nit gi
the verge gf peietratniig kkkni's chest. 

"H-Hgw…." 

Hgw was nit pgssnible? Dnid snch a thniig really  happei? Tg the 
astginished Hniter whg was cgifrgitniig a realnity  bey gid hnis 
cgmpreheisnigi  hnis red-sgaked prey  cgnghed aid sanid― 

"…As k thgnght  there's ig way  y gn'd tell me the trnth." 

"What… are y gn say niig―!?" 

ki that mgmeit  unirnihara shnddered as nif a wgrm had 
bnrrgwed niitg hnis back. kkkni's ey es  wnithgnt the slnightest 
waiderniig  were starniig hnim dgwi evei thgngh he shgnld be 
nimperceptnible. 

"kt… cai't be…." 

He had iever expernieiced thnis  aid nicy  sweat was pgnrniig 
frgm all gver hnis bgdy . A chnill crept np hnis spniie  aid hnis lnimbs
trembled wnith a clatter. ki unirnihara's sway niig feld gf vnisnigi― 

"…Yeah  k canght nit. Aid k wgi't let y gn get away  aganii." 



―the blggdstaniied kinight befgre hnim langhed weakly . 



Part 12

「W-W-What happeied―!? Cgiteider unrggaie jnst canght 
the arrgw that he shgnldi't be able tg see! What the heck nis 
ggniig gi!? Evei k  repgrtniig lnive gi lgcatnigi  stnill cai't fid 
Cgiteider unirnihara! Area kivnisnible  the perfect stealth  nis stnill 
ggniig strgig  bnt the nimages frgm gnr camera are beniig 
delnivered igw… aid they  reveal that Cgiteider unrggaie 
reacted tg the arrgw fy niig at hnim! ks he seeniig what we 
cai't!?」 

「Aha  wahahaha! Are y gn sernigns!? That gny  really  dnid nit!」 

Saniky gn  whg was alsg gnivniig cgmmeitary  tg the areia  
abrnptly  clapped her haids aid gave a resgnidniig langh. 

「Saniky gn-seiseni? Dnid y gn jnst fgnre sgmethniig gnt!?」 

「Heh heh heh…! Yeah  k fgnred nit gnt. kt's exactly  as nit lggks. 
Area kivnisnible nis already  nseless.」 

unirnihara cgnitered Saniky gn's wgrds refexnively . 

"D-Dgi't be rnidnicnlgns! My  Area kivnisnible nis nibeatable! 
There's ig way  thnis F-Raik garbage has seei thrgngh nit!" 

「Ahaha. Yeah  that's rnight. That's alsg what k thniik. unirni-
y ai's[  43  ]   Area kivnisnible nis the strgigest Ngble Art aganiist 
niidnivnidnal fghters. kt's fie tg be cgifdeit abgnt nit  becanse 
after all  Area kivnisnible cai't be seei thrgngh. The thniig that's
beei seei thrgngh nis… the Hniter hnimself.」 

"What the hell dges that meai!?" 

「nh gggdiess  y gn're exceptnigially  dnll  arei't y gn unirni-y ai? 
Havei't y gn seei the fght betweei the prniicess aid unrg-
bgn[  44  ]  ? At that tnime  unrg-bgn saw aid stgle the prniicess's 
kmpernial Arts  bnt stealniig a swgrd techiniqne nisi't ai grdniiary 
feat lnike nimnitatniig a sty le. Frgm sgmethniig lnike a sty le gr 
swgrdsmaishnip  the accnmnlated hnistgry  nis stndnied  takniig 



the nideas arrnived there  aid expgsniig aid retnriniig wnith the 
prniicniple gf nits fgnidatnigi. That's what we call stealniig a 
swgrd techiniqne. Aid jnst igw  he dnid the same exact thniig 
tg y gn. Dnrniig the fght  he stgle the person called Shizuya Kirihara.
ksi't that rnight  unrg-bgn?」 

At Saniky gn's igiseisnical wgrds― 

"Eh  well. kt was sgmethniig lnike that." 

kkkni afrmed her aialy snis wnith a igd. He had emplgy ed hnis 
aitni-persgiiel techiniqne  Blade Steal  aganiist unirnihara. 

"R-Rnidnicnlgns! Hgw cai sgmethniig lnike that happei!? 
Especnially  sniice k mnst have beei niivnisnible tg y gn…!" 

"k dnidi't see y gn  bnt kigwniig 'where unirnihara-kni nis rnight 
igw' nisi't that dnifcnlt  becanse y gn've left a lgt gf clnes  y gn 
kigw?" 

"Clnes…?" 

"The wgnids y gn've pnt gi me. Ygnr prgcednre frgm the 
seqneice gf wgnids k tggk. Ygnr dnirectnigi frgm the aigles. 
Aid the dnistaice frgm the pgwer. They  all tell me where y gn 
are. Tracniig the Hniter's pgsnitnigi at aiy  partnicnlar mgmeit nis
easy  nif k fgllgw these markers  aid nif k niderstaid that mnch  
nit's the same as beniig able tg see y gn. ki that case  nit's fie 
tg dg what k nsnally  dg. Whether nit's swgrd techiniqne gr 
pegple  there's a prniicniple that fnidameitally  ggveris all 
thenir actnigis. Ygn cai call nit a sy stem gf valnes. By  nsniig 
that―the persgi's actnigis aid plais  what that persgi nis 
thniikniig rnight igw  hgw k my self shgnld mgve  what 
cgnitermeasnres shgnld be takei  whether tg mgve fgrward 
gr draw back  tg attack gr defeid―every  pgssnible actnigi nis 
cgmpletely  aid qnnite clearly  prednictable. Fgr example  at thnis 
mgmeit  k kigw that y gn've takei three steps back." 

unirnihara's bgdy  frgze nii frnight at kkkni's lnight declaratnigi  aid 
he leaked gnt a sgnidless shrniek  becanse what kkkni had sanid 
was nimnistakably  trne. Bnt gf cgnrse kkkni cgnld kigw 



unirnihara's respgise. The prniicniple he spgke gf wasi't a igtnigi 
lnimnited tg the here aid igw. That prednictabnilnity  gf hnmai 
thgnght was a frmly -rggted nideitnity   igt sgmethniig that 
cgnld be chaiged nii ai niistait. Hgwever mnch the persgi 
hnimself waits tg gntsmart that nideitnity   evei the thgnght gf 
gntsmartniig nit arnises frgm the nideitnity  nitself  aid therefgre 
cgnldi't escape kkkni's perceptnigi. By  stealniig the gppgieit's 
nideitnity   kkkni senized all thgse thgnghts aid feelniigs. 

kf kkkni had tg iame thnis techiniqne  nit wgnld be Perfect 
Vision[  45  ]  . Befgre nits pgwer  unirnihara fially  niderstggd. The 
trne dreadfnliess gf the kinight called kkkni unrggaie wasi't 
swgrd techiniqne  a gie-mniinte bggst  gr aiy thniig else lnike 
that. kt was hnis abnilnity  tg expgse aid refect the trne iatnre gf
every thniig he sees  a dnisceriniig ey e lnike a shniiniig magnic 
mnirrgr. That mnirrgr cgnld captnre evei the niivnisnible Hniter. 
Therefgre― 

"k see every thniig y gn're capable gf dgniig. ki thnis match  k'll 
take the wnii!" 

Wnith that declaratnigi  kkkni bnrst fgrward tg thrnst a faig at 
the Hniter whg had lgst hnis refnge! 

"S-Stay  awaaaaay !!!" 

ki respgise  unirnihara pnt np gie fial resnistaice. Drawniig 
Oborotsuki sg fgrcefnlly  that nit creaked  he faced the sky  abgve 
aid shgt gie arrgw that had all gf hnis magnic lgaded niitg nit. A 
mgmeit later  the arrgw explgded nii mnidanir  becgmniig a 
hnidred slnivers gf nirgi shniiniig wnith lnight niivnisnible tg the 
iaked ey e. nvertakniig kkkni as a snddei shgwer  they  hgmed 
aid pgnred dgwi gi hnim  drnillniig niitg aid smashniig the 
stgie fggr gf the battlegrgnid  heavniig nit np aid smashniig nit
aganii. 

There was ig patteri tg the destrnctnigi. The Ngble Art Million 
Rain[  46  ]   was ai attack gf niidniscrnimniiate scgpe made gf mgre 
thai a hnidred pnieces gf nirgi. unirnihara had cgiclnded that nif 
hnis thgnghts were beniig read  he shgnld carpet-bgmb the 



area wnithgnt thniikniig. The nidea had tg be cgrrect  bnt evei 
sg― 

"Why !? Why  dgesi't nit hnit!?" 

―kkkni cleared away  the niivnisnible arrgwheads  rniiniig thrgngh
the destrnctnive ranii wnithgnt slgwniig the slnightest aid dartniig 
thrgngh the rglled-np clgnd gf dnst. ki trnth  he had already  
seei all gf nit. 

"kt's nseless  y gn kigw. Ng matter hgw mnch y gn try  tg keep 
y gnr heart clear  y gn wait tg beat me. Ygn wait tg knill me. 
The nrge fgr that frnighteied heart tg shgnt nits knillniig niiteit 
cai't be restraniied. Ng matter hgw mnch y gn wait tg attack 
wnith ai nireadable mniid  the knillniig niiteit dwells niisnide y gn."

Aid Perfect Vnisnigi accnrately  captnred that niiteit. Attackniig 
ai eiemy  wnithgnt cgiscnignsly  animniig tg knill was a meital 
state tanght by  certanii martnial arts  bnt nit wasi't a sknill that 
sgmegie lnike unirnihara cgnld nse. He had gily  niicreased the 
inmber gf arrgws he had shgt. 

"Whether a hnidred arrgws gr a thgnsaid  my  kttgn Shnra 
wgi't fall tg snch thniigs!" 

Every  resnistaice was already  meainiigless. Lnike a snpernigr 
play er whg prednicts a hnidred mgves ahead  kkkni had already 
seei the eidgame! 

"Wanit  wanit! Stgp! Stgp stgp stgp stgp stgp stgp stgp stgp 
stgp stgp stgp stgp k sanid! Dg y gn hear me!? Stgp fnckniig 
kniddniig me! Am k snppgsed tg fall tg thnis F-Raik fanilnre gf a 
stndeit!? Uilnike y gn  pegple expect thniigs gf me! Uilnike 
wgrthless garbage lnike y gn  k have thniigs tg lgse  y gn kigw! 
Sgmegie lnike y gn  there's ig reasgi fgr y gn tg wnii aganiist 
me! Sg stggggggp!!!" 

kkkni dnidi't stgp. He already  cgnldi't be stgpped by  unirnihara! 

"H-Hey ! Thnis nis a jgke  rnight!? Yeah! Let's drgp nit! Let's drgp nit 
already ! That kniid gf  that blade!? kf y gn cnt a persgi wnith 
that thniig  nit'll prgbably  becgme a dnisaster  rnight!? That kniid 



gf thniig nisi't igrmal! There's gther way s fgr ns tg dg thnis! Sg 
let's stgp! k-k kigw! Let's decnide nit wnith rgck-paper-scnissgrs! 
That's gggd  rnight!? Hey   unrggaie-kni! Arei't we 
classmates  frnieids!?" 

kkkni wasi't ggniig tg lnistei. Whg was nit that asked nif he had 
prepared hnimself nii cgmniig gitg thnis stage? Frgm the 
mgmeit a kinight eitered the rniig  he was resglved tg knill gr 
be knilled. Therefgre  kkkni wgnld have ig mercy . The black 
blade wgnld clear away  unirnihara's resnistaice  grasp unirnihara 
at swgrd dnistaice at last  aid― 

"Haaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa!!!" 

"H-Hkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk! S-STnnnnnnnnnnnnP!!! k get nit! k'm fie 
wnith lgsniig! k'm fie wnith lgsniig sg DnN'T HURT 
MEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!!!" 

kkkni swnig dgwiward wnith a fash  aid nii that mgmeit  the 
space kkkni sheared thrgngh shniied brnight. unirnihara's bgdy  was
vnisnible nii the mniddle gf that lnight  aid he fell gi hnis back gitg 
the grgnid already  nicgiscnigns  tnriniig np the whnites gf hnis 
ey es  spgntniig fgam frgm hnis mgnth  bnt… wnithgnt niijnry . He 
had beei cnt sg shallgwly  he wasi't evei bleedniig frgm the 
sknii gi the tnip gf hnis igse. 

kkkni niderstggd that unirnihara was gnivniig np  aid had ig 
niiteitnigi gf knillniig unirnihara frgm the begniiiniig. Aid y et― 

The predicted distance was off by a millimeter, huh. 

―y et evei thgngh he hadi't niiteided tg wgnid  the swgrd 
edge dnid slnightly  tgnch sknii. kt was gily  becanse the pgwer gf
unirnihara's arrgws made readniig the dnistaice dnifcnlt. 

My training's still lacking, I guess? There's still a long way to go. 

Aid seeniig that the Hniter was defeated by  the swgrd-
wnieldniig beast befgre hnim― 

"Shnizny a unirnihara cai ig lgiger fght! The wniiier  kkkni 
unrggaie!" 



―the referee aiigniced kkkni's frst vnictgry . 



Part 13

「The match nis gveeer! Sgmehgw the F-Raik kinight  
Cgiteider kkkni unrggaie  has takei the vnictgry ! Evei thgngh 
he was prghnibnited frgm atteidniig classes last y ear  he has 
defeated hnis geieratnigi's strgigest kinight nii a fght tg the 
death  aid acqnnired a spleidnid frst wnii nii these selectnigi 
battle matches!」 

The mgmeit kkkni's vnictgry  was aiigniced  the strniig hgldniig 
hnim np siapped. Every thniig he'd beei hgldniig nii wnith vniggr 
algie―wgnids aid bleedniig frgm the fght  extreme fatnigne 
frgm kttgn Shnra's backlash―pgnred gnt tggether. 

「Cgigratnlatnigis…! Aaaaah! Cgiteider unrggaie has fallei 
nii the rniig! ksi't nit qnnite clnmsy  tg cgllapse after wniiiniig!?」 

「Aw crap. Mednical team! Hnrry  np aid stnf that gny  nii a 
capsnle!」 

Acceptniig Saniky gn's niistrnctnigis  the facnilnity 's staf pnt kkkni's 
bgdy  gi a stretcher aid carrnied hnim gnt. Becanse niPS 
capsnles were niistalled nii every  traniiniig areia  the wgrst-
case sceiarnig wgnld prgbably  be avgnided. Aid after the 
wniiier was remgved thnis way   gily  the faniited unirnihara 
remaniied nii the areia  nitnil unirnihara tgg was dragged gnt by  
a staf member. 

「Cgiteider unirnihara has alsg left the rniig jnst igw. He was 
cgisnidered the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival's leadniig 
caidnidate fgr thnis y ear  bnt was niexpectedly  defeated! 
Perhaps dne tg that hnge shgck  there's ig snigi he's gettniig 
np despnite igt recenivniig aiy  niijnry !」 

nie member gf unirnihara's cheerniig party   whg had seei the 
fght's cgiclnsnigi frgm the spectatgr seats  cgnghed. 

"He was sgmewhat… nicggl." 

"The last part  wasi't he cry niig? 'Dgi't hnrt me?'" 



"k'm dnisnillnsnigied  hgiestly …." 

"Let's gg back  gg back. k've already  kniida lgst niiterest." 

Tsnkny gmni aid Saniky gn watched all thnis frgm thenir 
cgmmeitatgr seats. 

「Uh-gh  the cheerniig gnirls are leavniig nii drgves. Well  nit mnst 
be hard tg lgse ai nidgl.」 

「Evei nif he was hnrt  they 'd have seei what he's really  lnike 
sggier gr later  y gn kigw.」 

「…That's alsg trne  hnh? Ehh  thei tgday 's fgnrth match eids
here. The ffth match wnill begnii after the rniig's cleaied np  sg
the cgiteiders whg wnill appear  please get ready .」 

After makniig the aiignicemeit  Tsnkny gmni cnt her 
mnicrgphgie. 

"Whew… what ai amazniig match. Cgiteider unirnihara's Area 
kivnisnible that ggt hnim sg maiy  wniis wnithgnt niijnry   beniig 
defeated by  ai F-Raik kinight. k dnidi't see that cgmniig." 

Relaxniig  she sanid sg tg the iearby  Saniky gn. Bnt where 
Saniky gn shgnld've beei snittniig  there was gily  a igte bearniig
a shgrt message: 「That match was satnisfy niig eigngh  sg k'm 
gntta here.」 

"Ngggggg! k dgi't wait tg dg thnis aiy mgggggre! Sgmebgdy  
swnitch wnith meeeee!" 



Part 14

Whnile Tsnkniy gmni screamed  the stndeit spectatgrs were alsg 
leavniig the fgnrth traniiniig areia gie by  gie sniice mgst gf 
them came tg watch thnis match. Bnt twg pegple stggd nii the 
mniddle gf that fgw wnithgnt mgvniig thenir feet. 

"Wnith sg mnch gf the andnieice walkniig gnt  k feel a lnittle bad 
fgr the panir fghtniig nii the iext match." 

Arnisnnii cgnghed whnile lggkniig tgwards the mgvemeit gf 
pegple  thei asked the petnite gnirl whg was staidniig iext tg 
hnim. 

"ni the gther haid… nisi't Shniznkn ggniig tg the hgspnital 
rggm?" 

Shniznkn shggk her head slnightly . 

"…He'll jnst be sleepniig evei nif k gg." 

"He mnight be sleepniig  bnt nii a gnirl's heart she waits tg be 
iearby  at a tnime lnike thnis  rnight? Stella-chai was rniiniig after
hnim. …May be y gn're thniikniig gf leavniig the twg gf them 
algie?" 

He asked the qnestnigi carefnlly   bnt Shniznkn's face swelled 
wnith the begniiiniig gf a snlk aiy way . She bared her teeth nii a 
hnf. 

"Tgday  nis… specnial. kt lggks lnike that gnirl ggt a vnictgry ." 

Shniznkn seemed exceedniigly  relnctait  bnt she was alsg 
happy . Ngbgdy  kiew thnis  bnt becanse Stella had majestnically 
declared nii frgit gf the masses a lgve fgr the wnill aid feelniigs
gf Shniznkn's brgther whg igbgdy  cgmpreheided  Shniznkn 
resnisted the desnire tg rni after hnim nimmedniately  aid hgver 
iearby . She snimply  stggd here  becanse at least fgr tgday   
she dnidi't wait tg niiterfere wnith them. 

"Bnt nit's really  gily  fgr tgday ." 



"Hahaha. …Shniznkn." 

"What? Ygn wait tg pgke fni at me fgr lgsniig?" 

"Ngt at all. Dgi't y gn kigw? k very  mnch lnike Shniznkn the way  
she nis." 

Her pale cheeks tnriniig red  Shniznkn snlked mgre aid mgre. 

"Jeez! Please dgi't play  wnith me lnike that!" 

"Haha  k'm sgrry . k wgi't tgnch thnis snbject aiy mgre  sg wgi't 
y gn cheer np? Well thei  what shgnld we dg? Sniice we're 
here  hgw abgnt watchniig the iext match?" 

"…k'm igt very  niiterested." 

"ki that case  shgnld we travel a lnittle farther thai nsnal aid 
gg eat sgmethniig delnicnigns  jnst the twg gf ns? Wnith kkkni 
niijnred lnike that  tgday 's vnictgry  celebratnigi wnill certaniily  be 
caiceled." 

Usniig a capsnle wgnld meid wgnids nimmedniately   bnt 
fatnigne cgnldi't be nimprgved sg easnily . kkkni wgnld prgbably  be
nii a cgma fgr the rest gf the day . Aid nitnil he wgke np  Stella 
definitely  wgnldi't leave hnis snide. 

"Sniice y gn're gnivniig thgse twg sgme tnime algie  y gn deserve 
a bnit gf lnxnry  nii retnri  dgi't y gn thniik?" 

"…A place wnith tasty  alcghgl wgnld be gggd. k'm already  ai 
adnlt  sg." 

"Ggtcha. k kigw a place wnith gggd atmgsphere y gn cai lggk 
fgrward tg." 

"Despnite what k sanid jnst igw  k'll absglntely  regret leavniig 
that sgw algie wnith my  brgther nii a few hgnrs  whnich meais 
k'll have ai extremely  bad temper. Sgrry   bnt y gn shgnld be 
prepared fgr that." 

"Hahaha. Dgi't wgrry   k'll be ready ―♪" 

Thei whnile decnidniig whether they 'd retnri tg thenir rggm tg 
chaige clgthes  the twg headed fgr the exnit behniid the fgw 



gf pegple. Watchniig the backs gf the spectatgrs whg left frst 
Shniznkn snddeily  cgnghed. 

"Thgse pegple whg niisnlted ninini-sama sgme tnime agg  k 
wgider nif they  stnill refnse tg belnieve that he's strgig?" 

"Whg cai say ? There are prgbably  sgme whg dgi't accept 
realnity  evei whei they  see nit wnith thenir gwi ey es. Bnt 
every gie whg has the streigth tg try  fgr the snmmnit gf the 
Sevei Stars wnill snrely  recgginize nit  aid remember the iame 
kkkni unrggaie. Sg kkkni wgi't tnri back niitg the grdniiary  Faniled 
uinight that he seemed tg be nitnil igw. Definitely  igt." 

Arnisnnii's wgrds were cgrrect. Tgday  was a tnriniig pgniit  whei
the Faniled uinight tggk aigther iame nii a cgrier gf the Net. 

Crownless Sword King. 

Snch a iame demgistrated that kkkni wgnldi't remanii jnst a 
Faniled uinight  becanse kkkni unrggaie had takei dgwi gie gf 
the Sevei Stars Swgrd-Art Festnival's leadniig represeitatnive 
caidnidates. 



Part 15

"Well well  what ai amazniig snight tgday . Ai F-Raik Faniled 
uinight gverthrgwniig a Hniter whg nses the strgigest aitni-
persgiiel Ngble Art  aid wnith snch ai nicgiveitnigial 
methgd? Seeniig thrgngh the gppgieit's nideitnity  nii the 
mniddle gf the match nis bey gid hnmai." 

ki the andnieice seats gf the fgnrth traniiniig areia  a petnite 
red fgnre asceided the stanirway  whnile her shges made a clnip-
clgppniig sgnid. She was the gie whg fed after gnivniig sgme 
match cgmmeitary   Neie Saniky gn  aid she was ntterniig a 
mgiglggne abgnt the match wnith passnigiate favgr. 

"Ngt evei pegple nii the A-class leagne cgnld dg sgmethniig 
lnike that. Ng  ig  he's jnst unn-chai's secret weapgi. The 
selectnigi battles wnill be eijgy able thgngh~. Bnt iext tnime  k 
wait hnim tg dnel wnith a strgiger gppgieit. Fgr example  
y es… lnike thnis academy 's stndeit cgnicnil presnideit." 

She arrnived at the spectatgr seats' tgp fggr. 

"Dgi't y gn Hagni Academy  stndeit cgnicnil gfcers agree?" 

She tnried a smnile wnith hniddei meainiig at the fgnr kinights 
there. Thgse fgnr had magnic pgwer gf a qnalnity  gbvnignsly  
dnifereit frgm the stndeits leavniig the areia  aid they  all 
held niidnivnidnal inickiames. 

The vnice presnideit  "Fnifty  Fnifty " Utakata Mnisggni.
The treasnrer  "Scharlach Fran"[  47  ]   uaiata Tgntgknbara.
The secretary   "Destrgy er" kkaznchni Sanijgn.
The geieral afanirs maiager  "Rniier's Hnigh" Reirei Tgmarn.

They  were Hagni Academy 's mgst niifneitnial pegple. 

"kt's tgg bad that Tg~ka-chai nisi't here  rnight? She waited tg 
see tgday 's match  y gn kigw. My  niitnnitnigi say s unrg-bgn wnill 
becgme Tg~ka-chai's rnival nii the selectnigi battles." 



At Saniky gn's wgrds  Utakata Mnisggni  ai elemeitary  stndeit… 
ig  a petnite bgy  whg mnight evei be a kniidergarteier  bnrst 
niitg langhter. 

"Ahaha―☆. Saniky gn-seiseni nis beniig delniberately  meai  nisi't 
she?" 

uaiata Tgntgknbara  the tall blgide gnirl wearniig a pnre whnite 
dress as nif she was a Freich igblewgmai aid carry niig a 
parasgl evei thgngh nit was niidggrs  smniled as she stggd iext 
tg the smaller Utakata. 

"Hmm. Yes  eitnirely . He fgnght giwards sg gallaitly  after 
great niijnry   sg nit wgnld be pnitniable igt tg set hnim at ai evei 
hnigher valne  wgnldi't y gn say ?" 

"Heh. Arei't y gn bgth qnnite cgifdeit? ks the gap betweei 
regnlar stndeits aid the best fgnr gf last y ear's Swgrd-Art 
Festnival really  sg wnide?" 

"Ahaha―☆. Saniky gn-seiseni really  nis delniberately  meai. Evei 
thgngh she kigws nit." 

"Hmm  snrely  sg. kt's trne evei wnithgnt lggkniig niitg thniigs gf 
the past  lnike recgrds frgm prevnigns y ears." 

"What are y gn say niig?" 

Tgntgknbara ranised her face slnightly   aid iarrgwed her blne 
ey es lnike she was lggkniig far away . 

"kt's qnnite snimple. Hgwever sharp the claws  hgwever sharp 
the faigs… why  shgnld a mgnse wnii aganiist a lnigi? She'd 
take ig igtnice gf that bgy . nnr prniicess nis sg far bey gid hnim  
he cgnldi't evei see sgmegie sg hnigh abgve." 



Epilogue: A Moonlit Vow





kkkni awgke nii brnightiess that spread gver hnis ey elnids lnike a 
blnr  aid he gpeied thgse ey elnids wnithgnt a fght. Ai 
nifamnilniar cenilniig fgated nii dnim lnight befgre hnis ey es. 

'k'm nii the niifrmary ? 

That was exactly  rnight. kkkni had cgllapsed after the match  
aid hnis phy snical tranma was nimmedniately  treated wnith a 
capsnle. He was thei brgnght niitg the niifrmary  aid pnt nii a 
snickbed. Lniftniig hnis head  kkkni lggked np thrgngh a wniidgw. 
The fnll mggi shgwed hnim he had slept fgr maiy  hgnrs sniice 
thei. 

It was because I was so showy, I guess. 

Bnt there was already  ig panii nii hnis bgdy   sg hnis wgnids 
were cgmpletely  healed. Despnite beniig vnigleitly  kigcked 
abgnt  niijnrnies gf that degree wgnldi't stnick nif a capsnle was 
nsed tg treat hnim. Stnill  laignnidiess frgm fatnigne wgnld 
remanii. 

"…*snore*." 

"Hmm?" 

Tg hnis snrprnise  kkkni heard a famnilniar ignise sgmewhere nii the 
dnimiess. What was that? He ranised hnis stnill-slnggnish bgdy . 

"Stella…." 

She was dgzniig nii a chanir besnide the bed. ki hnis recgllectnigi 
jnst befgre lgsniig cgiscnignsiess cgmpletely   he had beei 
lgaded gitg a stretcher  aid there was the fgnre gf a gnirl 
whg had called gnt as he was beniig carrnied away . 

…Was she with me the whole time after that? 

Thniikniig abgnt nit  kkkni felt a sweet pressnre sqneezniig hnis 
chest. 

"Ah." 

Whei he lggked clgsely   he saw a bnit gf drggl haigniig frgm 



Stella's lnips as she dgzed. Evei a prniicess was defeiseless 
whnile sleepniig nit seemed  bnt thnis prgbably  wasi't sgmethniig 
she'd wait pegple tg see. kkkni felt argnid hnis pgcket  tggk gnt
a haidkerchnief  aid geitly  wniped gf the haigniig salniva whnile 
takniig care igt tg dnistnrb her. Bnt― 

"Ni…nn  …fnaa." 

Was she sleepniig tgg lnightly ? Stella gpeied her ey es the 
mgmeit the haidkerchnief tgnched her lnips. 

"Sgrry . k gness k wgke y gn np?" 

"kkkni…?" 

Stella was dnll frgm sleep aid mgved vacaitly   bnt slgwly  her
snight fgcnsed gi the haidkerchnief wet frgm her gwi salniva. 
*Poof!* Her face weit brnight red aid she siatched the 
haidkerchnief frgm kkkni's haid. 

"Dnid y gn see sgmethniig?" 

kkkni wniiced at the qnestnigi fergcnignsly  stabbniig tgward hnim. 

"k-k dnidi't see aiy thniig." 

"Ygn're ly niig." 

"…Yes. Sgrry ." 

"ngh―!" 

He aiswered gbednieitly   aid Stella's face became mgre aid 
mgre eggplait-pnrple  her mgnth raspniig back aid fgrth. 

"Ygn're the wgrst! Tg wake np at a tnime lnike thnis! kt's tgg 
embarrassniig!" 

"…kt's really  hard tg aiswer that sgrt gf crnitnicnism." 

"Shnt np  nidnigt! k'll bny  aigther haidkerchnief tg retnri later!" 

"Eh? Ygn dgi't ieed tg. Dgi't wgrry  abgnt nit." 

"k have tg wgrry  abgnt nit  y gn kigw!" 

"Ah  gkay . Please fgrgnive me." 

kkkni had tg wnithdraw whei Stella grgwled aid bared her 



faigs  bnt jnst as the cgiversatnigi stalled  *rumble rumble*  a 
cnte sgnid frgm Stella's stgmach echged nii the snileit 
niifrmary . 

"Nggggggg! What nis thnis already !?" 

"Stella  calm dgwi. There mnight igt be aiy gie else here  bnt 
thnis nis stnill basnically  a hgspnital rggm." 

"Tg be seei lnike thnis the mgmeit y gn wake np  nit wgnld make 
y gn wait tg cry  tgg! Every thniig nis cgmpletely  y gnr fanlt! 
What nis thnis  y gn!? Hearniig me make hnigry  sgnids lnike nit's 
igthniig! kdnigt  nidnigt!" 

Stella strnck kkkni gver aid gver wnith balled np fsts. kt hnrt a 
lnittle  bnt he cgnldi't cgmplanii tg Stella whg stay ed at hnis 
snide lgig eigngh tg mniss meals. kkkni bgwed hnis head at 
Stella's reprnimaids. 

"…k'm really  sgrry . k've gily  shgwed y gn nicggl thniigs  aid 
made y gn wgrry ." 

"k havei't beei wgrrnied at all! Thgse kniids gf niijnrnies are jnst 
lnike scratches after a iap nii a capsnle…!" 

"Bnt y gn were wnith me the whgle tnime  rnight?" 

Pnttniig her gaze gi the belly  that sgme tnime agg ranised a 
grnmblniig  Stella awkwardly  tnried her face away . 

"kt-kt cgnldi't be helped  y gn kigw! Dnid y gn fgrget? k'm y gnr 
slave  aid nit's iatnral fgr a servait tg watch gver her snick 
master. kt's igt sgmethniig y gn'd thaik me fgr!" 

"Ng  k wait tg say  nit. kf y gn hadi't beei there tgday   nit really  
wgnld've beei daigergns." 

Whei he was almgst abgnt tg y nield  she shgnted gnt that she 
lgved sgmegie sg nisknilled  aid that was why  kkkni dnidi't 
abaidgi hnis hgpes whnile sg maiy  pegple were callniig hnim 
wgrthless. Evei nii hnis bnitteriess  he recalled thgse wgrds gf 
lgve  aid igw kkkni had tg cgivey  sgmethniig ig matter what. 

"Hey . Stella." 



"k sanid k dgi't ieed gratnitnde―" 

Ng. What he waited tg cgivey  wasi't gratnitnde. 

"Me tgg―k lgve y gn." 

Facniig the gnirl whg sanid she lgved the way  he lnived  kkkni spgke
hnis hgiest feelniigs  aid all expressnigi fell frgm Stella's face 
at the snddei cgifessnigi. Becanse nit was tgg abrnpt  she 
dnidi't niderstaid at frst  bnt niderstaidniig gradnally  flled 
her mniid. 

"Hy an…!" 

Stella screamed  tnmbled frgm the chanir  aid laided gi her 
back. 

"Wha  a-are y gn gkay  Stella!?" 

"kd-  ni-ni-nidnigt! D-Dg y gn kigw what y gn jnst sanid tg me!?" 

"Yeah  k kigw. k lgve y gn  Stella." 

Whether gr igt kkkni had prepared hnimself befgrehaid  hnis 
wgrds werei't bashfnl. Bnt Stella  whg wasi't expectniig thnis 
kniid gf aiignicemeit  had her face blnshniig a red 
niicgmparable tg the gie igt lgig agg  aid was rednced tg 
blnbberniig niicghereice. 

"L-Lettniig y gn say  nit  bnt  t-that!? My   that nis  kkkni's way  gf 
lnife  hnis wnill  sgmethniig lnike that  k sanid k lgve that  y gn kigw!?
N-Ngt partnicnlarly  y gn y gnrself  that… as a m-m-mai  
whether k lgve y gn  k wasi't talkniig abgnt that  y gn kigw!? 
The manii pgniit nis that k'm the prniicess gf aigther cgnitry   
aid the afectnigis gf a cgmmgier  that kniid gf thniig  ni-nit's 
nimpgssnible!" 

kkkni igdded. 

"Yeah  k kigw that tgg. k'm a rggtless persgi whg cai't evei 
retnri tg hnis gwi famnily   aid y gn have y gnr gwi 
cnircnmstaices  pgsnitnigi  aid sg gi. The wgrds frgm my  



mgnth cai't becgme aiy thniig mgre. Bnt tgday   k cai't keep 
them niisnide enither." 

Thnis sweetiess  hnidniig nit was tgg hard. 

"kf k dgi't tell y gn thnis igw  k wgi't be able tg later  sg… k 
wait y gn tg kigw that meetniig y gn made me trnly  happy . nf 
cgnrse  y gn dgi't have tg aiswer." 

He kiew he'd be refnsed  bnt the bnitteriess frgm that was far
better thai igt cgivey niig hnis great gratnitnde  aid that was 
why  kkkni gfered hnis feelniigs thnis way . Bnt― 

"…Sieaky ." 

He glaiced at Stella whg was pnfig her cheeks. 

"Sieaky ?" 

"…nily  y gn beniig hgiest  nit's sieaky ." 

kkkni dnidi't kigw what Stella meait. He snimply  had a hnich 
that Stella's nire was terrnibly  pniqned. As he thgnght  she was 
prgbably  aiigy ed at hearniig the cgifessnigi gf sgmegie evei
lgwer thai a cgmmgier. She certaniily  lggked peeved. 

"Clgse y gnr ey es fgr a bnit." 

She's going to hit me!? 

"Uh  nmm  sgrry  Stella. kf k made y gn nicgmfgrtable―" 

"k sanid clgse y gnr ey es!" 

"G-Ggt nit!" 

There were tnimes Stella's vgnice exerted a sernigns  cgmpellniig 
fgrce. May be nit was a sknill belgigniig tg rgy alty ? kkkni clgsed hnis
ey es whnile makniig a iervgns sgnid  aid after a shgrt 
snileice― 

*smooch* 





―he felt a teider  mgnist seisatnigi gi hnis cheek. 

Eh…? 

kkkni gpeied hnis ey es nii shgck  aid the gnirl he saw had her 
gwi cheeks dy ed nii brnight apple red. 

"S-Stella… jnst igw…." 

He dnidi't finish the qnestnigi. Evei as dnll as he was  kkkni 
niderstggd that Stella had knissed hnim. Bnt becanse kkkni dnidi't
expect Stella tg dg snch a thniig  he cgnld gily  stare at her nii 
dnmbfgnided snileice. Stella's ey es grew wet at kkkni's 
reactnigi. 

"D-Dgi't mnisniderstaid. Jnst igw  slave gr master  prniicess 
gr cgmmgier… nit wasi't abgnt aiy  gf that. k dnid nit becanse k 
waited tg dg nit. k-k'll tell y gn rnight igw  evei nif y gn gave me 
ai grder  k'd absglntely  igt dg sgmethniig lnike thnis…." 

"…ki gther wgrds  y gn're say niig nit's gkay ?" 

Stella hnid her damp ey es at that qnestnigi  whnile her cheeks 
blggmed fnrther red frgm embarrassmeit. A small bnit  a 
really  small bnit―bnt she definitely  igdded. 

"…B-Bnt  y gn kigw? That… becanse k've iever sgcnialnized wnith
bgy s befgre  y gn mnight be really  dnisnillnsnigied." 

"N-Ngt at all! Besnides  k havei't dgie aiy thniig lnike sgcnialnize 
wnith gnirls enither." 

kkkni had iever beei nii snch a relatnigishnip befgre. Hnis frst 
kniss… well  nit had beei stglei by  hnis y gniger snister the gther 
day   bnt hnis expernieice wnith the gppgsnite geider was eqnally 
igiexnisteit  aid he admnitted nit hgiestly . 

"Thei k'm kkkni's frst sweetheart?" 

"Y-Yeah." 

"ks that sg? …Ehehe. Sgmehgw  k'm glad…." 

Stella iarrgwed her ey es nii delnight  aid sgfteied her cheeks. 



kkkni cgnldi't restranii hnimself npgi seeniig that. 

"Sgrry . Rnight igw  y gn're a lnittle tgg cnte aid k cai't bear nit." 

"Eek!?" 

Wnithgnt wanitniig fgr Stella tg finish her wgrds  kkkni pnlled her 
bgdy  tgwards hnimself  aid held her tnight. 

"Thaik y gn. k'm very  happy ." 

"…Jeez. k'm gily  lettniig y gn be thnis pnshy  tgday   y gn kigw? kf
y gn're igt geitle frgm igw gi  k'll bnite y gn  gkay ?" 

Snighniig nii astginishmeit  Stella alsg slgwly  pnt her haids 
argnid kkkni's back aid accepted hnis embrace. Stella's bgdy  
was warm  sgft… bnt he felt a strgig fame bnriniig wnithnii. 
That heat was wgiderfnlly  sweet. 

Aid… fgr that reasgi― 

"Hey   Stella." 

"…What nis nit?" 

"Back thei  y gn sanid that nif y gn were wnith me y gn'd fgllgw me
wherever k gg  rnight?" 

"Yeah." 

"Me tgg. kf nit's wnith y gn  k feel k cai becgme strgig eigngh tg 
gg aiy where." 

Sg― 

"Sg let's gg tggether  the twg gf ns  as hnigh as kinights cai 
gg." 

Aid― 

"Aid fgr the last match at that snmmnit―k wait tg fght y gn." 

Separatniig frgm Stella a lnittle  kkkni declared thnis as he gazed 
niitg her ey es. Walkniig tggether  pnshniig each gther fgrward  
facniig gie aigther gice mgre. At frst  Stella's deep crnimsgi 



pnpnils gpeied wnide nii astginishmeit  bnt a blaze gradnally  
begai tg sway  there  shniiniig wnith strgig fghtniig spnirnit. 

"…k was hgpniig the same  y gn kigw. Becanse iext tnime  k 
absglntely  wgi't lgse." 

What kkkni desnired  Stella alsg desnired frgm the bgttgm gf her 
heart. She lgved hnim mgre thai aiy gie else. She respected 
hnim mgre thai aiy gie else. Fgr these reasgis  she waited tg
fght thnis kinight gie mgre tnime. Lnike kkkni  she was sgmegie 
whg reached fgr the ntmgst henights. There was gie snmmnit  
aid she had ig niiteitnigi gf y nieldniig nit. The twg gf them  nii 
the mniddle gf snileice sg strgig nit hnrt the ears  vgwed tg the 
brnightly  glnitterniig mggi. Frgm igw gi  they  wgnld prgbably  
have maiy  fghts wnith strgig eiemnies they  hadi't y et seei. 

Bnt tg igt lgse tg aiy gie― 

Aid tg meet thenir hnighest aid mgst belgved rnival at the 
battlegrgnid where the Sevei Stars Swgrd uniig was 
crgwied― 

"kt's a prgmnise." 



Afterword

Fgr thgse whg kigw me thrgngh Rakudai Kishi no Eiyuutan  thnis nis
gnr frst meetniig. Fgr thgse whg pnrchased Danzai no 
Exceed[  48  ]   aid Kanojo no Koi ga Hanashitekurenai![  49  ]    aid are alsg
readniig the cnrreit wgrk  nit's great tg see y gn aganii. Thaik 
y gn very  mnch fgr pnrchasniig ai niistallmeit gf my  iew 
sernies  A Chivalry of the Failed Knight. 

The premnise gf the cnrreit wgrk nis "snperpgwered battle 
spgrts". 

As a matter gf fact  k've waited tg try  a stgry  abgnt a spgrt 
rnisniig nii the wgrld ever sniice k wgi a prnize wnith Danzai no 
Exceed[  50  ]    y gn kigw? Sgmethniig that feels lnike Sekkgn 
Awamnra-seiseni's Mugen no Linkage[  51  ]   nii GA! Ngw that thnis 
vglnme's cgmplete  k'm as pleased as cai be! k hgpe all gf 
y gn readers are satnisfed tgg? kf sg  k'd be happy  tg cgitniine 
preseitniig thnis stgry  gf a Faniled uinight walkniig the rgad tg 
kinighthggd. 

ki wrnitniig thnis wgrk  k've gice aganii cgllabgrated wnith maiy  
pegple. k'll take thnis gppgrtninity  tg ackigwledge them aid 
express my  gratnitnde. 

Fnirst  the faitastnic Wgi-sai  whg created the nillnstratnigis fgr 
ns. nh dear  tearniig the tnights  gh dear  attachniig a garter 
belt tg the tnights  k waited tg see igt jnst the bra bnt the 
paitnies tgg  y gn kigggw! k waited tg wrnite the paitnies tgg  
y gn kigggw! Really   thaik y gn very  mnch fgr aiswerniig my  
fnssy  reqnests (abgnt the Stella strnip shgw nillnstratnigi aid 
every thniig else)! 

Aid the snpervnisgr ugbara-sai  whg k'm alway s  alway s 
gblniged tgward. Thaik y gn very  mnch fgr pglnishniig my  wgrk 



thnis tnime tgg. The gntlniie especnially  was dne tg ugbara-sai  
aid k thniik nit has the hnighest craftsmaishnip! 

After that  the sales departmeit that helped precnisely  nideitnify 
gnr andnieice base very  mnch saved ns! Ygn have my  
gratnitnde! 

Lastly   tg all gf the readers gf Rakudai Kishi no Eiyuutan  k gfer 
my  greatest thaiks. 

kt's becanse gf every  gie gf y gn that k've pnblnished thnis wgrk. 
Trnly   thaik y gn very  mnch! 

Well thei  let's meet aganii nii vglnme twg! 
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