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Vampire Shitsuji




Thi:‘ sound of a voice calling to her woke up

Leila. She moved her body, and looked around
her but didn’t see anybody.

Was it a dream?

The room was dark and terribly cold. The light
of the sun didn’t pierce the darkness through the
curtains yet, the light of the fire in the chimney
was gone, and there was no sign that somebody
was already up.

“I have to go to the church today, so I better
sleep a little more,” she thought.

She looked so pale that her family thought that
her worries made her very sickly. That’s why
she has to be able to recover quickly 1n order to
go back to work and reassure her family.

Even though she knew that she couldn’t calm
down the beats of her heart enough to get some
sleep.



Then she heard the sound of a weak voice:

“...Priestess...”

This time, she was certain that she heard
something and then the voice called her again:

“Priestess...”

It was a rough voice coming from the outside.

In spite of her fear, she left her bed and came
closer to the window. Then she entered the

veranda. The cold of the autumn wind swept up
her white nightdress into the air, forcing her to
shiver. Even though the full moon was still

visible, the first ray of light pierced the sky.

?

“Is 1t an enemy or...?

She came closer to the parapet and then looked
around the garden. She saw a man walking
unsteadily from a corner that had an oil lamp
which was already lighted.



“Priestess...could you come here?...,” were the
words the man choked up.

That man was definitely not an enemy.

At the moment when that man called her
“Priestess ”, something woke up inside her.
Then, the sacred light of the sun possessed Leila
and woke up a fantastic power: the power of

purification.
And right now, that power was essential!

Leila came back inside her room. She was still
wearing her white nightdress. She went through

a long corridor and then down the stairs. She
was running so fast that her feet were barely

touching the floor. She disappeared into the
darkness of the garden. She smelled the scent of

recently mowed grass.

“You...came...”
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He was leaning against one of o1l lamps and was
holding his neck with his hands. He was wearing
a uniform for armed forces tailored for a young
man. Leila knew him. That man was being
searched by the police and he was a former
inspector at twenty two years old. He was
deeply wounded in an accident but it didn’t
change a thing to his face’s beauty. People
called him “Koor1* no Darius”.

“Inspector Darius...”

His sparkling dark hair was whipping around his
face while his blue eyes were staring at her
behind his glasses. However, since he was
standing way too far from her, the color of his

eyes was slightly different.
“I’'m glad I saw you...”

What happened to him?

*Koori means ice
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Some buttons of his blue uniform were
snatched, his hair was in disorder and his
breathing was ragged.

“I was attacked by a vampire...”

Darius fell down along the oil lamp until he
reaches the floor. Leila kneeled on the grass and
touched his hands that were still compressed on

his neck.

“Let me see that” she said. Darius slowly

released his hands around his neck.

Leila took a deep breath and then raised her eyes

to confirm her doubts. Even 1f she stared again
and again at the sky, 1t was still a full moon.

When 1t was a night of the full moon, the princes
of vampires sneaked around the streets in order
to extend their tribe. If a vampire prince, those
that we call “Sovrano Barentatt”, suck out the
blood a of a human, he became a “Cleatt”.
Barenttats were really strong but they also had
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great magical power. But Cleatt had weaker
power. It was a great honor when a Barentatt
chose a Cleatt to teach him the precept of Luna.

However, Darius was different. Vampires didn’t
want him just to suck his blood.

“Could you purify me?”
There wasn’t a trace of fear in Darius’s voice.
“Were you attacked by a Cleatt?”

If 1t was a Cleatt, he won’t turn into a vampire.
Cleatt were just sucking blood out of their
victims but only vampires with magical power
were really dangerous. If they left a small part of
their magic in the bloodstream of the victim,
then the sun will be able to incinerate the victim.
But that’s not the only danger: if a vampire ever
uses his power on a human, he could make the
human crazy and make him lose his humanity.
That’s why victims should be purified as soon as
possible.
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“If the one who did that was a Barentatt...you’ll
be reduced to ashes.”

Yes, the power of purification was double-
edged. If there still was a trace of magic coming
from a vampire in the body, then the power of
purification will detect it and reduce them to
ashes.

“T know but...1f the one who attacked me was a
Barentatt, then I will become a vampire...”

So he came even though he already knew that.

“I see...so you already made your decision,
didn’t you?”

To be continued...
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