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Synopsis

Year 24XX. With several hundred years of improvements, virtual
reality has become more mature. It had gradually become
humanity’s second world. Socializing, working, studying and other
everyday things could all be done while sleeping.

Along with the rise in virtual reality systems, virtual games also
developed successfully. Additionally, with the vigorous support of
the government; every season, games continued to be born, be
changed, competed with each other, and be reborn.

Ye Cang is a black bellied, underachieving, 2nd year student at a
city college. He appears to have been cured of his albinism yet his
story is still full of mystery. In the game ‘New Age — Conviction’,
he began walking the path of a professional gamer. An all-rounder
knight, dark cooking, with a nasty disposition, willing to do
anything. He’s slowly creating his own legend.

“Actually... instead of games, I prefer cooking and dramas” — The
White Emperor
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Chapter 1: Number T-105

It was a calm and quiet night, or at least it should have been. The
nights in the city were busier than the days. A good place to see
this was at the city’s night market. As night fell, the rainbow lights
flickered on, the hawking of various street vendors began to sound
out, the smell of various snacks filled the air, and there was too
much merchandise for the eyes to take in.

Among the hustle and bustle of the night market; in a simple,
little, outdoor eatery selling stir-fry; there was a table of customers
with a completely different atmosphere compared to the
surroundings. They were three men with grave expressions
looking somewhat indisposed. However, as far as the bosses of the
little eatery, the old Wang couple, was concerned; these three were
frequent customers.

The one among these three men who could cause others to raise
an eyebrow was named Ye Cang. It was a fairly ordinary name, Ye
meaning leaf and Cang meaning pale, but his appearance was not
ordinary. He had white hair, white eyebrows, as well as fluttering
white eyelashes. Even his pupils were a weird pink with a hint of
red. His expression faintly showed some grief. He had a delicate
face, a scrawny build, and fair-white but not sickly pale skin. At
this moment, with one hand on his forehead, he gave a deep sigh,
“Considering our credits at the city college, our failed courses, as
well as the results of the group combat test. Mm-~. I think we
should start properly considering our livelihood until the next
test.”

Sitting on Ye Cang’s left was a big man in a tanktop with a
crewcut named Zhang ZhengXiong. He had sculpted face with
stalwart and manly features, an abnormally well built body, and
tiger like eyes. It made people think he was a musclehead. Even
though he was sitting, no one would doubt that he was at least
185cm tall. At this point, he nodded his head, casually looked at Ye



Cang and said, “Bro, what’s your plan?”

The one sitting on the right of Ye Cang was a very ordinary
looking youth named Lin Le. He had a sort of ‘eldest child from
next door’ impression. He had neat and tidy short hair except for
one bundle that stuck up and would occasionally sway back and
forth (ahoge). He was short, around 160ocm if you were being
generous. His gaze made him look smart but it had a little dullness
to it too. Hearing what Ye Cang said, he indifferently shrugged and
lightly nodded his head to signal them to continue.

Ye Cang slowly put both hands on the table, his fingers
interweaved. He took a deep breath, played with his clean white
eyebrows and said seriously, “Considering our classes, we have to
repeat so many that we’re screwed. We’ve also been disqualified
from, our only hope, the group combat test. However! I still have a
plan for our current situation. I merely regret is that recently I
pretended to be Lele and gave his rich girlfriend a call asking her to
provide for us and she refused. Therefore, it appears we have to
use our Plan B: find a part-time job to support us until the next
group combat test.”

Zhang ZhengXiong raised his head and felt something was
wrong. He doubtfully pointed out, “Hey, bro. Wasn’t our Plan B to
let our younger siblings provide for us?”

“Brother Lil’Xiong, what does it mean to provide for us?” Lin Le
who was also involved blinked his large eyes and expressed his
puzzlement.

Ye Cang and Zhang ZhengXiong looked at each other and sighed.
Ye Cang gave a Lin Le a cold look and returned to the subject, “The
next group combat test is in half a year. We need to make enough
to live. So A’Xiong, you’re responsible for pushing the fried cake
cart. Lele, you set up a stall and sell roasted yams.”

The two of them slowly nodded their heads. Zhang ZhengXiong
thought of a problem, “Bro, what about you?”



“I’ll be responsible for supervising you two and to collect the
money. Conveniently, I can help both of you stand guard.” Ye
Cang said ruthlessly, not embarrassed about it at all.

Just at that moment, a clamor emerged in the night sky. It was
the sound of the holographic commercial again.

The three of them simultaneously raised their heads to watch the
dazzling hologram in the sky. Swords and magic interweaved, good
and evil collided, countless classes and all kinds of creatures
clashed in a battle royale, creating sparks.

”’* - Conviction” will open at 9 o’clock. An unknown and

mysterious new world is waiting for you to explore! Brave
warriors! What are you still waiting for!”

’* - Conviction’ was produced by a coalition of game developers.
Every country’s government came together to release a new
generation, extremely lifelike, virtual game. One must be 18 years
or older to enter.

A short moment later the dazzling commercial finished and it
returned to being peaceful.

“Wow, it looks like it’d be so awesome” Lin Le’s eyes sparkled
like a child’s.

“Bro, what do you think about relying on that and becoming
professional gamers?” Zhang ZhengXiong murmured while staring
at the hologram.

Ye Cang slowly retracted his hands from the table and leaned
back on his chair. He closed his eyes, faintly frowned and pondered
for not even a second. Suddenly, he nodded and said seriously,
“Sure, then it’s agreed. Cheers! Wait, let’s toast together once
Nana arrives!”

Lin Le happily let out a childlike smile and cried out, “Long Live
Brother LiI’White!”

Ye Cang calmly smiled and pet Lin Le’s head. He raise his cup,



the three of them glanced at each other, then they all downed their
drink.

“I say, you three. You drank it just like that!? Heartless, didn’t
even wait for me.” Just as the three of them raise their head from
drinking, a rough female voice arrived. Although it was rough, it
gave people a heart-warming, cheerful feeling.

The three of them simultaneously looked towards the source of
the voice. She was in a black windbreaker that was worn-out yet
covered the body, a leather top with a leather skirt, long fishnet
stockings, and leather boots that were up to her knees. She had
deep smokey eye makeup, and blood red lipstick. She was like a
model wearing black gothic clothes. Both her clothes and her
makeup were extremely gaudy. She carried a big guitar case as she
smiled and walked towards the three. Everyone around looked at
them strangely but the three were used to it, they didn’t give much
reaction. This girl was precisely the Nana that they mentioned
before. Her real name was Wu Na. She was a member of a band
called ‘Falling Sand’ that was quite famous at LinHai city college.

“The band was busy today?” Ye Cang smiled looking at the new
arrival.

“Mm-~, we’ll be performing soon. Today we practiced a lot.” Wu
Na shrugged. She set her guitar case aside and slowly sat down.
She rapidly split open her chopsticks and hurriedly began eating
the freshly fried squid. “I’'m starving. Oh right, how were your
tests?”

“Failed! Failed all of them!” Ye Cang raised his chin proudly and
said.

“Same!” Zhang ZhengXiong slapped his chest and said with a
smile.

“Me too! Me too!” Lin Le bounced excitedly like a kid.

“...Cough~ Cough~” Wu Na’s choked and looked at the three of



them, her chest heavy. She then roared at them, “What’s there to
be proud of!!”

Wu Na gave a helpless sigh, “Then what about the group combat
test?”

“We were disqualified!” Ye Cang said, as proud as before.

Wu Na rolled her eyes. She wanted to ask why, but, an
announcement hologram appeared nearby and broadcasted, “This
time’s group test, groups number T-13 and number T-36 have
passed... and group number T-105: Ye Cang, Zhang ZhengXiong,
Lin Le; these three people, due to excessively vile conduct, caused 3
instructors and 15 examinees to suffer mental trauma. They are
disqualified from this test and have to retake it!!”

“...7 Wu Na mouth hung open. What did these three bastards
do!!? She suddenly turned her head to look at the three.

“Beautifully done!” Ye Cang raised both hands to high five Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le.

“...” Wu Na didn’t know wether to laugh or cry. She felt a surge
of anger. All the bottled up anger exploded out, “You guys, what
exactly did you do!? Also! This isn’t something you should be
celebrating!!”

Ye Cang and the guys stared blankly for a moment. They raised
their heads and thought back.

“I remember while we were at the third district’s riverbank
barbecuing, some instructor Wang or something cursed at us,
however, Brother LilI’Xiong beat him up.” Lin Le faintly raised his
head and said after thinking back with great effort.

“Afterwards, we confiscated all his equipment. I recall it was Lele
who said: ‘Let’s punish those evil-doers that bully us!’. Bro agreed
too. We then made him strip, then tied him naked onto a raft,
then...” Zhang ZhengXiong added in.

“It’s all Lele’s fault! He wanted hold a festival and make a wish!”



Ye Cang exclaimed, complaining and interrupting.

“Eh! That’s how you guys humiliated the instructor?” Wu Na
mouth hung open, these three fellows are really out of control. Her
dressed up, slender eyebrows raised, “Wait! What festival!?”

“We prepared three candles, lit them, and wanted to put them on
the raft. Unfortunately there was no more room so we put them on
the instructor’s body. I made so many wishes. I even wished for
world peace, wishing everyone can be forever happy...” Lin Le’s
eyes were filled with hope. He began to recall the scene and his
wishes. The three of them, hand in hand, seeing off the naked
instructor Wang while making wishes into the night sky.

“However, afterwards, I realized it was a good opportunity to
show off my great strategic mind.” Ye Cang once again butt in and
explained.

Wu Na was already dumbfounded. There was still more. How
much did those three need to toy with instructor Wang? She put
her hand on her forehead, “There’s more!?”

“After that, bro used the floating raft and the electric grenade
that we confiscated and made a trap. He put the grenade under
instructor Wang’s ass and as long as anyone helped him, it would
explode. It would use the moisture in the air and the surrounding
river to paralyse everyone in a large radius! In brief, we
electrocuted another two stupid instructors who tried to help him.
We continued to strip them too and to confiscate their equipment,
made another three raft traps, and it just snowballed like that. We
followed the river and, in total, got rid of 3 instructors and 15
examinees before we were finally called back to the command
center by a broadcast.” Zhang ZhengXiong proudly said, then put
on a sympathetic expression.

“It’s a pity that they invalidated our combat achievements.” Lin
Le unhappily clenched his teeth.

“Haa~, nothing we can do. Heaven is jealous of our brave and



talented little squad. However, just wait half a year! We’ll be
back!” Ye Cang sighed then faintly smiled. He wrapped his arms
around the other two’s shoulders to console them.

“Definitely!” Lin Le and Zhang ZhengXiong simultaneously
nodded. They had a resolute smile.

“Bro, next time let’s think of a method to bomb the command
center.” Zhang ZhengXiong said in a bad mood.

“Exactly! They’re too hateful, calling us to the command center
to disqualify us.” Lin Le said, fanning the flames.

“Hmph-~, be at ease. This hatred, we will surely get revenge!” Ye
Cang grabbed both their shoulders and sneered at the holographic
announcement.

“...” Wu Na facepalmed speechlessly. Mother of god, was this still
a combat test? Blowing up an electronic grenade under an
instructor’s ass, and not only once. She couldn’t help but shudder.
She who understood the three of them began to pray for the people
in the next test. She gave a deep sigh, “Then what do you plan to
do now?”

“For a period of time, we’ll be professional gamers or something
in the new game, Conviction. See if we can make a bit of money
while we wait for next years test. Oh right, Nana, you should join
us.” Ye Cang’s words caused Wu Na to roll her eyes. Her heart beat
furiously. Just them three and they wanted to march into the game
and become pros? Did they think anyone could become
professional gamers! Did they think the virtual world was so easy!?

Her head hurt as she weakly nodded while having second
thoughts. She decided to just treat it as playing games together.

“Then good! It’s decided!” Ye Cang happily nodded. He split his
chopsticks and the four of them merrily enjoyed their meal.

City college’s 3rd administration building.



“Haha~, this group T-105; Ye Cang, Zhang ZhengXiong, Lin Le.
These fellows sure are amusing.” A middle aged, scholarly man in a
western suit, who just finished looking over the combat test data,
murmured.

Ye Cang
Age: 21
Stamina: C
Superpower: Not Tested
Strength: C
Technique: C
IQ: 74
Evaluation: Doesn’t excel at anything. 1Q fairly low.

Zhang ZhengXiong
Age: 21
Stamina: A+
Superpower: Not Tested
Strength: A+
Technique: A+
IQ: 85
Evaluation: Body is a work of nature, blessed by heaven. He’s a
genius among geniuses.

Lin Le
Age: 20
Stamina: D
Superpower: Not Tested
Strength: F
Technique: F
I1Q: 61
Evaluation: By far the lowest of the low. No talent.

“A normal person’s IQ is 90. These three fellows are all below
average. Especially Lin Le, he was clearly admitted through a
backdoor. Oh wait, he was recommended by Song Xin? That’s



interesting. And that Zhang ZhengXiong is a martial genius.
Without systematic training or family inheritances, yet he’s strong
enough to give an instructor trouble. As for Ye Cang, however you
look at it...” The middle age man’s fingers tapped on the table. He
slowly turned his head to look at the female in tight commander
clothes, a professional ponytail, and an elegant oval face that
looked exceptionally cold. Not one hair was out of place. She said
in a somewhat condescending tone, “This group number T-105, all
their power comes from Zhang ZhengXiong. As for Lin Le and Ye
Cang, all they’re good for is coming up with these rotten ideas. It’s
fine to ignore them.”

“Is that so...” The middle aged man smiled and stroked his chin,
“So be it. Lets first observe Zhang ZhengXiong then. Look into his
background. ‘The Five Schools Competition’ is coming up. We
have Qin ShaoTian, Yang Huo, Sun Xue and the others. However,
we still need more outstanding talents.”

“I know.” The woman with a ponytail gave a serious nod and
turned to leave.

The man thought of something funny and asked, “Right, how are
instructor Wang and the others?”

“The electric grenade have traumatized them. They are
emotionally unstable. Seven of the examinees chose to transfer full
time to the liberal arts department.” The woman didn’t turn
around and directly left. She thought back to when she brought
people to rescue them. The spectacular scene of a large number of
naked people drifting on rafts. Many kinds of wails, crying out for
their parents to take them home. Afterwards at the hospital, the
trembling students and raging instructor Wang. Hah~, those three
trouble makers.

The man took the hologram of Ye Cang, faintly smiled and
murmured, “No outstanding qualities? Yet your scores are way too
ordinary.”



Chapter 2: Entering Conviction

On the east side of the city college, in an apartment building on
YueRong Street.

“Bro, about the classes in the game, what should we choose?
There’s too little information about Conviction. There was no beta
and even no class introductions. There is more or less only the
introduction to the game. There’s not even something like ‘you
can leave the beginner village at level 10’ or anything.” Zhang
ZhengXiong frowned.

“Let’s wait till we’re in the game. Try to choose a useful class.
Everyone turn on your virtual connections.” Ye Cang put on his
connector.

Lin Le didn’t say anything. He was full of excitement and
expectations and he couldn’t stop nodding.

The three of them waited for the countdown.

“5, 4,3, 2, 111"

“Congratulations! For being one of the first 100,000 players into
the game, you receive a novice gift box. We wish you a pleasant
gaming experience.” Ye Cang received the system message and
became a bit pleased.

“Bro, I got a novice gift box!” A message from Zhang ZhengXiong
was transmitted.

“Me too! Brother LiI’White!!” Lele’s excited voice was also
transmitted.

“Tsk~, so this thing is of so little value” Ye Cang thought to
himself.

After the announcement, the display changed into a character
creation interface. In the race selection there was: Human, EIf,
Beastkin, Devils, Spirits, etc. All kinds of races.



Ye Cang didn’t want to waste too much time. He thought that by
the time Lele finished choosing, it would be breakfast time, so he
quickly said, “Everyone pick human, don’t waste time!”

“Understood bro” Zhang ZhengXiong replied.
“Aww-~" Lele’s unwilling voice transmitted.

While the three were picking their race.

Lin Le and Zhang ZhengXiong both picked human.

“Eh...” Ye Cang awkwardly sounded out. It seems he wasn’t
paying attention and accidentally selected a random race.

Half-Elf: Offspring of a Human and an Elf. A relatively rare sub-
race. Looks no different than a human and lives among humans.

Ye Cang played with his eyebrows looking at himself as a half-elf
in the hologram. His height was pretty much the same, but his hair
was blonde. After some thought, he made his hair and eyebrows
white. Since they live among humans, they should have the same
starting area as humans. “Quickly pick your class and appearance!
We should strive to be the first team to kill or be killed by a BOSS!
Then we’ll rapidly rise in fame!”

“Mm! I understand, bro / brother LiI’'White!” Zhang ZhengXiong
and Lin Le nodded.

Ye Cang rapidly looked through the human’s available classes:
Fighter, Monk, Ranger, Hunter, Mage, Summoner, Priest, Paladin,
Rogue. He opened the stats charts. Fighters leaned towards
strength, they were a strong frontline class. He looked at the
Ranger’s chart, it looked like a pentagon. Tanking, healing, ranged
and melee damage dealer, support, pvp; It could do it all! Wasn’t
this too broken? Good! Ranger it is! “I chose Ranger!”

“Bro, I chose priest!” Zhang ZhengXiong decided too.
“What about Lele?” Ye Cang nodded.

“I'm still taking my time choosing!” Lin Le replied sounding



indecisive.

“Choose your sister! Hurry up! If you can’t decide then pick
random!” Ye Cang urged.

“Oh? Then I'll random... The system gave me a hidden class,
Armed Merchant? What sort of class is that?” Lin Le said confused.
Ye Cang and Zhang ZhengXiong both felt the ground give out
under them. F**k, that could happen!? Ye Cang then remembered
to hide his own race. While he was going to do that, he saw his
attribute allocation. Every attribute was at the base 5 points with
15 points free to allocate.

“Let me see... Rangers are recommended leaders and should raise
Strength, Dexterity, Constitution, Intelligence, Wisdom...” Ye
Cang saw the recommendations and immediately became
speechless. He flew into a rage! He felt like he was cheated. “I’ll
raise your uncle! How is this any f**king different than telling me
nothing! Random!”

[13

... Zhang ZhengXiong heard Ye Cang and stayed silent. He saw
that his own class recommended Wisdom. After thinking a bit, he
put 5 points into Strength and 10 points into Constitution. A
healthy body is a healthy mind.

Lin Le looked at his own, Armed Merchant class’s, recommended
attributes. They were Strength and Constitution. “Brother
Lil’White. Brother Lil’Xiong. My recommended stats are Strength
and Constitution. How should I assign my points!?”

“Random!” Ye Cang said, still feeling pissed.
“A healthy body is a healthy mind!” Zhang ZhengXiong replied.

Lin Le didn’t understand, he shrugged his shoulders and put 10
points in Strength and 5 points in Constitution.

“You should all be done now right? Hurry and enter a name!
Let’s start the game!!” Ye Cang put in Pale and saw the background
turned into a big mountain covered in snow. A girl appeared in his



mind. She was too beautiful for words, with a clear and bright
smile.

“A’Cang. I say... Teacher Bie told me that you and my little
brother are causing trouble. Really!”

“A’Cang. After a few years, when we’re married, Lil’Xiong will be
your best man, let’s help him find a pretty bridesmaid.”

His mind was painting pink pictures. Ye Cang slowly returned
from his recollection and saw he had put in the name PaleSnow.

“This name is not yet in use, would you like to confirm?”

“Yes.”

Character: PaleSnow
Race: Half-Elf
Gender: Male
Class: Trainee Ranger
Strength: 11 (1 health, 0.5 attack power, influences your
strength)
Dexterity: 8+1 (0.25 attack power, influences your ability to
dodge and your reflexes)
Constitution: 5 (3 health, influences your stamina and ability to
resist attacks)
Intelligence: 10+1 (2 mana, influences the power and accuracy
of your spells, your ability to read)
Wisdom: 7 (1 mana, influences spell focus and accuracy, mental
resistance, ability to find traps and hidden enemies)

Health: 26 / 26
Mana: 27/ 27
Fury: 0 / 100
Energy: 100 / 100
Attack: 2 -5

Racial Characteristics
Diplomatic (Human): Obtain +10% prestige. Raises social



ability.

Learned (Human): Every 10 levels, gain an additional common
talent point.

Graceful (Dark Elf): + 1 Dexterity and another 1 every 5 levels.
Gain + 1 with bows.

Magic Power (Sunfury Elf): +1 Intelligence and another 1 every 5
levels.

Class Talents
None.

“Would you like to enter the game?”
“Yes. 2

“You are player number T-15111, assigned to ‘Really New

> »

Village’.

Ye Cang’s screen went black for a moment then he found himself
in the middle of a village. It immediately became noisy. A sea of
people were bustling around in excitement. He looked at the set of
villager clothes he was wearing. It was useless with it’s 0 defence.
In his backpack was a wooden sword and a novice gift box.

Shoddy Wooden Sword (Poor)
Attack1-1
PS: Be careful! This sword breaks easily.

“...” Seeing the weapon in his hand, Ye Cang wanted to snap it in
half with his knee on the spot. He sighed and turn on his virtual
chat, “I was assigned to Really New Village, you guys?”

“Really New Village.” Zhang ZhengXiong reported.
“Me too!” Lin Le said happily.

“Good, let’s first get together. I'm at xxx,yyy.” Ye Cang said.
Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le hurriedly arrived at Ye Cang’s
coordinates: outside of a farmhouse.



“Ye Cang, I've arrived. I'm in Maple Forest Village, you guys?”
Wu Na’s call arrived.

“We’re at Really New Village.” Ye Cang regretfully said.
“Ok, then I'll play by myself first.” Wu Na Laughed.

Ye Cang nodded and ended the call. “Nana is in Maple Forest
Village. Ok, let’s first open our reward boxes then go level up.”



Chapter 3: Green Slimes

The three people each took out their gift boxes. A square wooden
box appeared in each of their hands. They heard a sound not far
away.

“Dammit, what a shitty gift box! A normal rock? F**k!”
“I got a half empty red potion. It can heal 5 points of health.”
“Jackpot! I got a white dagger! 2 - 3 damage!!”

“Get him! Don’t run! I your father could have killed three
chickens already!!”

[13 b

“Cough~ Cough~, whose first?” Ye Cang looked around at the
other two, “Lele, you first.”

“Mm!” Lin Le nodded and opened his wooden box. A 130cm axe
appeared in his bag. He took it out and the three of them looked at
the stats.

Fine Woodcutter’s Axe (Fine)
Category: Two-Handed Axe
Requirements: 12 Strength
Damage: 6 - 10
+1 Strength

“Brother Lil’White!! I did it!” Lin Le happily raised the axe over
his head and yelled.

“Slap~!” Ye Cang raised his eyebrows, his palm hitting the back
of Lin Le’s head.

Zhang ZhengXiong immediately covered Lin Le’s mouth, “Quiet.
Don’t reveal your wealth. Keep a low profile.”

Lin Le suddenly realised and fiercely nodded his head. He looked
left and right like a frightened squirrel and carefully put away his



axe.

“My turn.” Zhang ZhengXiong let go of Lin Le. He opened his gift
box and a book appeared in his hand.

The Gluttonous King Dodola’s Cooking for Dummies
Learn the cooking, harvesting, and identifying skills.
Requirements: 10 Intelligence.
PS: These are a part of the notes left behind by the famous
cook, Dodola.

“Lele, how much intelligence do you have?”
g

“Brother LilI’Xiong?”

“g

“...looks like only I can learn it.” Ye Cang sighed and used the
book.

“Congratulation, you’ve obtained a profession. Unique cooking.
Identify food items. Harvest food items.”

Ye Cang sighed. At least it was better than nothing. Culinary
arts... Hah... In the end, it all comes down to his box. “My turn.”

Under the curious eyes of the two, Ye Cang rubbed his hands
together. He lifted his right hand and said, “Watch my divine hand
at work! Divine tool! Appear!”

From the wooden box, a simple, twisted, withered branch
emerged.

“Feels mysterious.” Lin Le said, full of curiosity.

“Mm.” Zhang ZhengXiong slowly nodded his head and looked at
the branch in Ye Cang’s hand.

Ye Cang unhurriedly raised it up and the three of them looked at
the stats together.



Ordinary Dried Up Stick
This is only an ordinary dried up stick.

(13 2

[13 Snap~”

Ye Cang snapped the stick in two. Veins could be seen throbbing
on his forehead. He gnashed his teeth. “Damn system.”

“Bro, there’s a villager there that looks like he has a quest.” The
two looked over, attracted by Zhang ZhengXiong’s voice. A middle
aged farmer called North was sitting on a pile of fodder, his face
full of worry. Sure enough, it was the perfect example of a quest
giver.

“Uncle, what’s wrong? You look worried.” The three of them
jogged over.

“Recently, without a sound, my farm became infested with
slimes. They're giving me a headache; ruining my pasture and
injuring my chickens. Can you young men help me?” North sighed,
holding his rake.

The three of them all nodded their heads, “Uncle, leave it to us.”

“Your party has received the quest ‘The Cause of North’s
Headache’. Quest: Kill 100 green slimes. Reward: unknown.”

“Ok then, I'll trouble you.” North got up and left carrying his
rake. “I’ll be at the tavern drinking with Old Jack.”

“Bro, this should be a quest chain.” Zhang ZhengXiong said
looking at North’s back.

“Mm, let’s go look at the farm.” Ye Cang touched his eyebrows
and mumbled. His gaze landed on a simple general store. “Let’s go
look in there first. Everyone should have started with 10 copper.
Give it all to me, let’s see what we can buy.”

The three of them pooled their money, and quickly entered the
general store. The store was disorderly, filled with second-hand



tools. Behind the counter was a wrinkly old woman named Rica.
“Welcome-~.”

Ye Cang looked at the goods. Most of them were too expensive for
the three of them. Especially the second-hand weapons, the
cheapest was 50 copper. Since he could harvest his own
ingredients, he bought a cheap iron pot for 15 copper, a low quality
flint worth 5 copper that could be used 5 times and three portions
of salt for 3 copper.

“Let’s go. While most of the people haven’t come to kill slimes,
let’s quickly finish this quest.” Ye Cang brought the two people to
North’s farm. They saw the half meter large, green, gelatinous
creature with big watery eyes. So cute~

A couple players walked out of North’s farm and saw Ye Cang and
the others. They looked at them with a peculiar expression and
sighed. “Another three dumb bastards came to kill the slimes.
With these weapons and this health regeneration mechanic, it’s
too much of a pain in the ass. Let’s go look at the other farms and
fight other wildlife. This area is just a waste of time.”

“Bro, why don’t you attack?” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at Ye
Cang who was firmly holding his sword looking at the slimes.

“Look at their puppy dog eyes. I... I...” Ye Cang looked at the
slime that was just one step away and sighed.

“Shoo-~" A green liquid squirted onto Ye Cang’s face.

“My eyes! My eyes!!” Ye Cang rolled around on the ground. “You
two still aren’t attacking it!? F**k! It dares to attack my face!!”

“...” Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le were speechless.

Lin Le took a step, chopped with his axe. Over 20 damage was
dealt. The slime froze for a moment then fell over stunned.

Zhang ZhengXiong took the chance while the slime was down
and chopped at it. 7 damage was dealt, finishing it off. Ye Cang
crawled up, his white face was dyed green. “This one attack hit me



for 15 damage over time. The greater half of my health.”

“They seem to only have about 30 health.” Zhang ZhengXiong
looked at the farm covered in slimes and couldn’t help wrinkling
his brows. Killing 100 would be difficult and time consuming.

“Brother LiI’White, your face...” Lin Le pointed at Ye Cang’s face
wanting to laugh.

[13 Slap~!”

A vein throbbed on Ye Cang’s forehead, he slapped the back of
Lin Le’s head and roared, “No laughing!!”

“Oh...” Lin Le zipped his mouth shut.

“Lele is responsible for attacking, Lil’Xiong will coordinate with
and support him. These thing’s weakness should be their eyes.” Ye
Cang wiped his face, but couldn’t wipe it clean. He looked at a
nearby slime, eyes filled with fury.



Chapter 4: Green Slime and Mushroom Stew

The three of them looked at the green slime’s ooze like corpse.
Zhang ZhengXiong looked under it. “There’s only 1 copper.”

Ye Cang used his harvest skill on the body.

“You received Green Slime Gel, Green Slime Acid, Green Slime’s
Eye.”

Green Slime Gel: Green gel, harmless, edible.
Green Slime Acid: Green slime’s corrosive acid, poisonous.
Green Slime’s Eye: A big eye, harmless, edible.

“Who the f**k would eat this!?” Ye Cang looked at the material’s
description speechlessly.

Relying on Lin Le’s OP axe, the three of them trampled the green
slimes. In two hours, they killed 30 of them, successfully leveling
up to level 2. Ye Cang and Lin Le both put their one attribute point
into Strength, while Zhang ZhengXiong continued to add to his
Constitution.

“Bro, we can’t keep going like this. The main problem is our
health recovers too slowly. We only have about 10 health right
now. If we get hit by the acid again, we’re dead. Every minute we
heal 2 health. If we want to heal to full, that’s about 20 minutes.”
Zhang ZhengXiong frowned.

Ye Cang nodded. It would be such a pity to give up the quest now,
but the efficiency here was too low. He looked in his bag and found
a pile of gross liquids and eyes. He clenched his teeth, “Lele go over
there and get some hay, A’Xiong go find some wood!”

“Why?” Lin Le said blankly.

“We’re going to eat! Hurry up!” Ye Cang said in a bad moody. The
other two hurried to fetch hay and wood.



Ye Cang got some rocks from nearby and discovered some wild
straw mushrooms. He took the rocks and made a little stove.

After the three were done with their tasks, they used the flint to
start a fire, and placed the pot on it. He held back his nausea as he
took some green slime gel, slime eyes and wild straw mushrooms
and threw them into the pot. He added some water and salt and
started boiling it. A terrible smell wafted over. It made the smell of
rotten eggs seem ok.

“Congratulations, you’ve created a new recipe. Please name it.”

Ye Cang restrained his nausea and thought of the name ‘Green
Slime and Mushroom Stew’. The new recipe was added to the
empty cooking menu. He looked at his first attempt at cooking.

Green Slime and Mushroom Stew:
Restore 1 health every 5 seconds while eating.
Gain +3 poison resistance for 1 hours.
(PS: This food like thing smells extremely unpleasant. Even a
beggar wouldn’t eat this.)

“Bro, you sure this thing is edible?” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at
the green soup. There were a few large eyes floating at the top.
Furthermore the stink made his scalp numb and he felt like
vomiting.

“Can I not eat it?” Lin Le took a step back.

“Only after bitter hardships can you acquire fame and riches!” Ye
Cang wrapped an arm around each of them and said earnestly.

The three of them glanced at eachother and nodded. They
clenched their teeth and simultaneously swallowed a mouthful.
Due to not having a bowl, the three used their hands and ate like
cavemen. Their hearts were as sour as vinegar.

“Brother LiI’White, it tastes really awful.” Lin Le made a bitter
face and gulped. A flavor too unique for words, it could only be
described as a disaster.



“Lele, just clench your teeth and keep eating! You can do it!” Ye
Cang also felt like throwing up. Zhang ZhengXiong didn’t say
anything but all his muscles were taut, his eyebrows were tightly
furrowed, and he was making a ferocious expression as he
swallowed.

Two minutes later, the three of them were healed up. They each
turned around and heaved trying to vomit it all out.

“Since we’re healed up, and we even have a poison resistance
buff, let’s take this opportunity to put these green pimples to death
and leave.” Ye Cang said covering his mouth. His hands still had
some remaining stink. The other two repeatedly nodded their
head. They looked at the slimes as if it were a sea of hated enemies.

The scene changed to Wu Na in Maple Forest Village.

Wu Na chose to be a priest. She was very quickly invited to and
joined a well known chinese women only guild called ‘Thorns and
Roses’ and became a normal member. Though ‘Thorns and Roses’
couldn’t compare to China’s top 4 guild’s ‘Misty Rain House’,
which was similarly a women only guild, but they are still a strong
guild that should not be underestimated. They had famous players
like ‘NightDanceEmpress’ and ‘MissRose’. They also had an elite
team that participated in the professional leagues.

Wu Na’'s little party had 4 people altogether. The leader was a
core guild member called DyedLily. Wu Na called her sister Lily.
They were already level 3. Although she regretted that she couldn’t
play with Ye Cang and the others, she discovered that sister Lily
and the girls were all good people so not all was lost.

“Ye Cang, I'm level 3 now. What about you guys?” Wu Na opened
her chat and messaged him.

Ye Cang who was slaughtering the green pimples froze for a
moment, looked at his own level: 2 - 54%, and calmly replied,
“We’re also level 3.”



“Oh right, I'm now a member of ‘Thorns and Roses’” Wu Na
happily said.

“Thorns and Roses... What’s that?” Ye Cang played with his
eyebrows looking confused.

“...” Wu Na fell silent.

“Bro, it looks like it’s a chinese women only guild. They have
quite a bit of fame. It’s said they have a lot of beauties... a lot.”
Zhang ZhengXiong reminded from the side.

“So?” Ye Cang’s sword stabbed into a slime’s eye splashing acid
everywhere. It dealt an extra 50% damage.

“Not talking to you anymore! Remember to message me when
you reach level 10 and choose a town!!” Wu Na hung left the chat
with a stuffy feeling in her chest. This dumb Ye Cang.

“Boyfriend?” A handsome girl with a long ponytail asked as she
slid to the side, her wooden sword stabbing at a turkey. She turned
around and smiled. She had a pretty, egg-shaped face, her whole
body held a mature charm. This was the one Wu Na called sister
Lily.

Wu Na looked a little sad as she shook her head. “He’s just a good
friend.”

“Just 20 more and we’re done with the quest” Ye Cang slowly
took out a some leftover Green Slime and Mushroom Stew. The
three of them were already level 3.

“Brother LiI’'White, can we not drink this thing?” Lin Le covered
his mouth. Zhang ZhengXiong’s expression became very fierce.

“Only after bitter hardships can you acquire fame and riches!” Ye
Cang clenched his teeth and started eating.

“Brother LilI’'White.” “Bro.” Lin Le and Zhang ZhengXiong
muttered as they watched Ye Cang with admiration. They also



leaned over and started eating.
“It’s even worse when it’s cold.” Lin Le scowled miserably.

The three again filled up their health and heaved for a while. Due
to the 3 points of poison resistance, their efficiency rose by a lot. It
didn’t take them long to finish off the last 20 slimes. Ye Cang
looked at the things in his bag. It was filled with slime gels, acid
and eyes. The 100 slimes also dropped 23 copper. The three felt
depressed.

“Let’s go hand in the quest.” Ye Cang saw that night was falling
in the game and sobbed.

The light of the setting sun covered the entire town. Golden
stalks of wheat swayed as players endlessly moved about,
exploring, making noise, trading, and courting disasters.



Chapter 5: Looking for Jesse

‘Really New Village’, in a farmhouse tavern.

The three of them arrived at the tavern and found North sitting
at a crude, square table. Drinking ale with him was a big, bearded
man.

“Uncle, we wrangled 100 slimes.” Ye Cang got straight to the
point.

“Thanks lads. Here’s your reward~ Burp~” North belched and
gave Ye Cang a silver coin.

“Congratulations, you completed ‘The Cause of North’s
Headache’. You receive 100 experience and a random common
weapon.”

“Congratulations, you received a willow bow (common)” Ye Cang
received the system message. A shortbow was added to his bag.

Willow Bow (Common)
Category: Shortbow
Requirements: 8 Strength
Damage: 2 - 4

Equivalently, Zhang ZhengXiong received a rough iron handaxe,
damage 2 - 5. Lele received a crude longsword, damage 3 - 4.

“You boys can go now. Burp~” North saw Ye Cang’s look of
expectation and waved them away.

The three of them looked at the two drunkards and reckoned
there wouldn’t be another quest. They slowly left the tavern.

“I feel a little disappointed...” Zhang said while watching the
stars.

Ye Cang nodded then shook his head. “The reward can be
considered valuable. Earlier I looked at the black market prices and
1 copper is worth over 100 federal dollars (100 federal dollars = 10



RMB = 2.00 CND). The quest gave us 1 silver. The forums said
there’s no monsters that drop money except for slimes that
occasionally drop 1 copper.”

“Then what do we do now?” Lin Le didn’t really understand and
asked.

“Let’s go. I want to buy some arrows. Let’s go to that old granny’s
general store. Oh right, Lele, give me the longsword.” Ye Cang
borrowed Lin Le’s longsword and hung it at his waist, put a
shortbow on his back and led the two to the crude, old general
store.

The three of them entered the store. The dim light from oil
lamps lit up the interior of the building.

”

“Bro, granny has a quest giver expression now...” Zhang
ZhengXiong saw that old lady named Rica was now anxious and
looked like she couldn’t sit still.

“Granny, did something happen?” Ye Cang nodded looking
deeply concerned. This deeply concerned expression wasn’t fake.

“My grandson Jesse still hasn’t come home yet. I'm worried
something happened to him. Could you lads help me find him?”
Rica, seeing Ye Cang’s concern, sobbed as she requested.

Ye Cang nodded, “Then can you tell me, where did your
grandson go?”

“I also don’t know but he said he was going give me a surprise.”
The old lady Rica said, flustered.

“I hope he didn’t go to the forest to the north. Wuu~Wuu- It’s all
my fault! My fault! It’s because I told him that there was an ancient
tree that could grant wishes. Jesse and I rely on each other; if he
were to die, I’ll have no reason to live!!” The old lady Rica gave a
heartbreaking cry. “I beg of you, please help me find Jesse. I beg of
youl!!”

The old lady’s pleading was very mournful. Ye Cang looked at



that wrinkled face. It was full of worry and concern. In his mind, a
wrinkled cheek full of kindness appeared.

“Grandma, Grandma. They all call me a monster and throw
stones at me. Am I really a monster?”

“Little Cang, you're not a monster. You’'re grandma’s darling. No
matter how others see you or what they say to you, remember,
you’ll always be grandma’s most well behaved little darling~”

“Grandma, I passed the test. I've also planted your favorite
carnations. You’ll definitely get better! Definitely! I want to be
with grandma forever!”

“Little Cang, grandma has to go. Sorry I can’t see you get married
or have children. Don’t cry, men shouldn’t cry! Grandma is old,
this is a fate that no one can escape from, so don’t be sad. Little
darling~”

Ye Cang stopped recalling and took a deep breath. His eyes were
full of resolution as he slowly said, “Granny, I'll definitely help you
find your grandson. Definitely...”

“Bro...” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at Ye Cang’s expression, he
thought of the picture of Ye Cang and an old lady and said, “Mm.
Leave it to us!”

Lin Le also repeatedly nodded his head.

“I need some arrows.” Ye Cang took out a coin. Rica refused,
“Take whatever you need, I just want to hurry and see Jesse.”

Ye Cang took a leather quiver with 30 arrows and properly
secured it to his back. He took a few torches and flints and
hurriedly brought the other two to leave the store. He didn’t look
back to see the old lady standing at the doorway. They started
heading to the forest to the north.

Night time, the wild beast’s paradise. Most of the players won’t
go too deep into the woods because the gains wouldn’t make up for
the losses, much less a group of level 3 - 4s. The farm was as lively



as before. The fringe of the forest also had a steady stream of
explorers. However the northern forest that the three were going
towards was abnormally quiet.

Lighting a torch, the three wandered into the forest.

“Bro, do you think the ancient tree the old lady mentioned really
exists?” Zhang ZhengXiong asked while vigilantly looking in all
directions.

“I don’t know, however, a moment ago, i saw a child’s footprints.
He should be in this direction. Our quest is to find Jesse and bring
him back to granny. Set aside the rest for the time being...” Ye
Cang used the torchlight to carefully observe the surroundings.

“Brother Lil’White, the surroundings feel weird.” Lin Le, who
was walking at the back, said weakly. He was a bit afraid.

“Halt, there’s some activity!” Zhang ZhengXiong felt there was
something nearby.

The three of them slowly stopped. Several blood red lights
flickered. Three black furred feral wolves appeared before their
eyes. They were half a size bigger than normal wolves. Ye Cang
shuddered with fear as he slowly took out his longsword.
“LiI’Xiong, pin down two of them. Me and Lele will focus on taking
down that one and then come support you!”

“I got it, bro.” Zhang ZhengXiong didn’t hesitate to nod.

“Lele! Go!!” Ye Cang advanced towards the right feral wolf. He
kept his body low as he rushed towards it. Lin Le followed behind
dragging his big axe. Zhang ZhengXiong straightforwardly
attacked and blocked the two feral wolves pouncing over,
smashing one with his axe and dodged under the other wolf’s
pounce. Without retreating, he stepped into the wolf’s bosom and
lashed at the wolf’s waist with a heavy punch. Damage numbers
appeared above the wolf and there was over 50% extra damage
added. The wolf howled as it hit the ground. Zhang ZhengXiong



yelled, “Bro, hit their waist!”

On the other side, Ye Cang kept low and slid under the feral
wolf’s pounce. He leaned to the side and hacked at its waist. Lin Le
also received Zhang ZhengXiong’s message. He faced the airborne
wolf and swung at it with his axe flipping it onto the ground. Ye
Cang did not miss this opportunity. He quickly arrived in front of
it, reversed his grip on his sword, inserting it into the base of the
wolves head, and yelled, “Lele! Go help LilI’Xiong!!” The near-death
feral wolf clawed at Ye Cang’s stomach with its sharp claws,
drawing a burst of blood.

Zhang ZhengXiong, who was outnumbered, received two claw
strikes losing more than half his health. He felt a chill on his back,
but facing the wolf in front of him, he had no attention to spare.

“Au~!" A whine sounded out. Zhang ZhengXiong slightly turned
his head to look around using the light from the torch on the
ground. Out of the corner of his eyes, he saw the feral wolf that
was mid-pounce get chopped by Lele’s wood-cutting axe. As the
axe’s trajectory chopped towards the wolf’s waist, Zheng
ZhengXiong let out the breath he was holding.



Chapter 6: Fluorescent Slime

Ye Cang bore the wound from the claw, and firmly nailed the
wolf under him into the ground, killing it. Seeing that he didn’t
even have 6 health left, he laughed bitterly.

On the other side, because of Lin Le’s help, the pressure on Zhang
ZhengXiong reduced by a lot. He added more points into
constitution than most people, allowing him to stand firm for so
long. He bore three claw attacks and still retained a third of his
health. He pushed away the wolf in front of him and cooperated
with Lin Le to slay the one collapsed behind him. Then, the three
of them cooperated to take down the third one, getting through
this daunting experience without any skills. If a normal player
were in this situation, they would have panicked and been killed
back to town. What’s more, night time was the wolf type
monster’s paradise.

Lin Le reached out and searched one of the dead feral wolves and
pulled out a sheepskin map covered in drool. “Brother Lil’'White! I
found something!”

Zhang ZhengXiong searched another one of the corpses, “Bro, I
found a wolf tooth necklace!”

Wolf Tooth Necklace (Common)
Category: Necklace
Attack +1

Ye Cang turned his head realising these feral wolves give pretty
good loot. He looked at the wolf pinned under him and reached his
hand out. The other two watched Ye Cang searching left and right
and finally stood up and gave the feral wolf corpse two good kicks
before continuing to search. He straightforwardly picked up the
feral wolf corpse and shook it with all his strength, hoping
something would fall out. Finally, he suddenly threw the wolf
corpse to the ground and roared, “F**k! This biased system!”



“...” Both Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le were speechless.

Ye Cang used his harvest skill on the 3 wolf corpses and got non-
food materials: black feral wolf leather and teeth; as well as the
cooking materials: feral wolf meat, heart and bone.

Feral Wolf Meat (Common): Edible, has a heavy fishy smell.
Wolf Heart (Common): Edible, fairly tasty.
Wolf Bone (Common): Contains calcium.

“Let’s quickly recover.” Ye Cang took out his iron pot, lit a fire
and started cooking green slime and mushroom stew. Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le weakly nodded. Taking advantage of the
cooking fire, the three of them looked at the map. There was a
compass in the middle to tell direction. There was an X mark
southeast of town near a river on a pile of rocks.

“Bro, this should be where a treasure is buried!!” Zhang
ZhengXiong looked at the sheepskin map and happily said.

“Wait till we finish the quest to find Jesse. We’ll bring some
shovels. Our first chance to make a fortune has come!!” Ye Cang
nodded. Lin Le’s ahoge excitedly swayed. As for the necklace, Ye
Cang sneakily wore it.

At this moment, the stink from the pot arrived. It thoroughly
quenched the three’s excitement. Their scalps felt numb and
despite having eaten it three times already, they still felt horrified.

“Um, Bro, how about throwing in the wolf meat too. Maybe it’ll
taste a bit better...” Zhang ZhengXiong said looking at the lush
green soup, nearly vomiting. Lin Le continuously nodded.

Ye Cang hurriedly pulled out some wolf meat (legs and ribs), a
couple wolf bones, a wolf heart and threw them all in, stirring
them with a stick. The original stink became even more severe,
such that the three had difficulty even opening their eyes. They
saw the pots content change from a lush green into a dark, inky



green. It emitted a bubble that sounded like a feral wolf’s whine.

“Congratulations, you completed a dark recipe. Please name it.
You receive 50 experience and cooking proficiency +5%.”

Ye Cang stared blankly for a moment before saying, “Green Slime
and Feral Wolf Stew.”

Green Slime and Feral Wolf Stew (Dark Cooking)
Restore 3 health every 5 seconds while eating.
Gain +4 poison resistance and +1 strength, but can cause
nausea, discomfort and other side-effects.
(PS: This is a simple and easy dark recipe.)

“Bro, are you sure we should eat this thing?” Zhang ZhengXiong
asked timidly. Lin Le pointed at a wild boar and feral wolf that was
approaching them. The three of them leaned over and watched as
the wolf and boar got closer, smelled the product and turned heel
running for their lives.

“...” The three of them stared blankly, turned back to look at the
ink green stew, and shivered.

Ye Cang took a bowl and gave it to the vacantly staring Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le. He took a ladle and shakily poured himself
a bowl. “The more bitter you eat, the more outstanding you will
become!!”

The two had a burst of bravery after hearing Ye Cang’s irrational
speech. They clenched their teeth, poured themselves a bowl, and
started painfully eating.

After the three healed up, they each stuck a finger in their mouth
trying to throw it back up but they couldn’t. Ye Cang put away the
remaining half pot and looked at his haggard companions. “Let’s
continue forwards.”

“Bro, I suddenly feel like the plan where I sell fried cakes and Lele
sold baked yams sounds really good right now...” Zhang
ZhengXiong murmured. Lin Le couldn’t help by nod his head.



Ye Cang coldly roared, “You’re really saying these ambitionless
words!? We’re already about to become professional gamers!!” The
other two sighed. They lit another torch and continued onwards,
leaving marks so they wouldn’t lose their way.

Several hours of searching and they still turned up empty
handed. The game had already become late night. Besides a pile of
wolf meat, wolf skin, etc, the other things became a second dark
cooking product. Despite adding mushrooms found in the forest,
there was not much change.

“It should be that way!” Under the moonlight, among the
shadows of trees, there was one that reached high into the sky. Ye
Cang pointed and the three continued forwards.

“Why haven’t we seen any slimes?” Lin Le asked.

“Don’t mention those things, just thinking about it makes me
sick. They probably aren’t nocturnal creatures.” Zhang
ZhengXiong covered his mouth.

“Wait, there’s something there!” Ye Cang stopped and and saw
something glowing in the shrubbery on the left. Different front the
torchlight, it had a warm fluorescent glow.

“A player?” Zhang ZhengXiong took the lead and the three of
them approached.

“It’s not a fire. It should be an animal or spirit or something...”
Ye Cang signalled for them to surround it. “Lele, you go around the
right side...”

Lin Le nodded and carefully went around the right to flank the
creature.

Ye Cang went to the left and slowly raise his head, peeking over a
large rock. A meter large slime radiating fluorescent light was
eating the bush. He rubbed his eyes and looked again. “Slime?”

Fluorescent Slime (Uncommon Creature): A monster in the



slime family. There are extremely few of them and they only
occasionally come out to hunt at night.

“This one should taste better...” Zhang ZhengXiong slowly made
his way over and waited for Ye Cang’s signal.

Ye Cang slowly took out an arrow and readied his short bow, the
bowstring stretched taut aiming at the slime. He let go, “Shoo!”

Perhaps because of it’s danger sense, the slime moved. The arrow
ended up hitting the fluorescent slime right in the eye, spurting
out transparent liquids.

“Go!” Ye Cang shouted and dashed out somewhat grudgingly.
The bow’s power was still a bit lacking and it’s speed a bit slow.
The three people surrounded the slime in a triangle formation and
drew closer.

"@#!%...” The fluorescent slime made an indescribably sound.
It’s big round eyes and body radiated even more light, blinding the
three as if they’d been hit by a flash bang. The surrounding forest
was momentarily illuminated.



Chapter 7: Fluorescent Ring

Ye Cang was positioned a bit further than the others. When the
light flashed, he vaguely saw that it was trying to run away from
the the space to the right of Zhang ZhengXiong. “A’Xiong! At your
four o’clock! Cut it off!!”

Zhang ZhengXiong, despite being blind, used his other senses. He
faced towards his right and charged. He crashed into something
soft and scalding hot. He took this opportunity to chop his axe into
it. The brilliant light created a lot of heat, Lin Le smelled a trace of
burning and then heard Zhang ZhengXiong’s snarl, “Ah!!”.

Ye Cang watched the light and took a big stride forwards. “Lele,
Attack!!”

“Brother Lil’'White! I can’t see anything, it’s too bright!” Lin Le
yelled.

“Swing one meter ahead at your waist!!” Ye Cang roared with his
eyes closed. He ducked as Lin Le’s woodcutter’s axe brushed past
the top of his head. His body followed a streamlined trajectory as
his longsword followed closely behind. Whoosh~ he stabbed into
the light, the hot feeling spread to his hand and his health began to
fall. The closer one was to the light, the faster their health would
fall. He hurriedly pulled his sword out and continued stabbing.

“Bro, Lele, hurry! I'm almost dead!” Zhang ZhengXiong roared.
His health plummeted and he was still blind. At most he could last
another 3 seconds. The fluorescent slime was becoming brighter
and brighter.

“Not good!” Ye Cang’s pulled his longsword back again for
another stab, this time it brought with it a wave of fluorescent

shining fluid. Then, just in time, a diagonal chop arrived. Lin Le’s
chop had finished it off.

“Congratulations, you’ve killed the fluorescent slime. You obtain



100 experience.”

Hearing the system announcement, Ye Cang and Zhang
ZhengXiong could finally release their tension. If they didn’t have
the high powered axe from Lin Le’s gift box, they would have
definitely been sent back to town.

“This thing gives a lot of experience. We’re close to leveling up
again.” Zhang ZhengXiong said, resentfully looking at his
remaining 3 health.

“I'm already level 4.” Due to the experience from creating a dark
cooking recipe, Ye Cang had become level 4. He added his 1 point
into Dexterity and looked at the still shining fluorescent slime
corpse. He blinked his eyes and slowly reach out his hand.

Zhang ZhengXiong hurriedly stepped forwards and held Ye Cang
back. “Lele! Go loot!”

“Bro! This rare creature is very important for our professional
career! Calm down!” Zhang ZhengXiong yelled.

“Trust me! I’'m not unlucky! I'll definitely get something good!”
Ye Cang was unable to take his eyes off the dead slime. He reached
his hand out to try and touch it, unwilling to give up. Zhang
ZhengXiong firmly held him back.

Lin Le looked around the corpse and pulled out a ring. “Brother
Lil’'White! Brother Lil’Xiong! Something good appeared!!”

Zhang ZhengXiong released Ye Cang and the two of them looked
closely at the ring in Lin Le’s hand. It was slightly transparent and
gave a light fluorescent glow. It looked graceful and elegant.

Fluorescent Ring (Uncommon)
Category: Ring
Requirements: None
+1 Wisdom

e Fluorescence
In the area in front of you, within a certain range, cause 5 damage and blinds.



Cooldown: 1 hour
PS: A ring that flicker with fluorescent light during the night.

“Not bad. Lele, good job. Cough~ Cough~ As the eldest brother,
the ring is mine...” Ye Cang grabbed the ring.

“The eldest should yield to the younger ones!!” Zhang
ZhengXiong said as he snatched it.

'”

“I looted it! It’s mine~!!” Lin Le seized it back again.

The three of them scuffled as the ugly side of human nature
revealed itself. Finally, as Zhang ZhengXiong was a priest and
needed wisdom, he took it away.

“Oh right! You rascal, you're a priest that adds constitution!!
Hand over the ring!!” Ye Cang roared when he recalled that fact
while looking at Zhang ZhengXiong gently caressing the ring.

“Right! Hand it over!” Lin Le said, his hands on his waist.

“Who says! Even though I add a lot to Constitution, but as a
priest, I still need Wisdom!!” Zhang ZhengXiong said earnestly and
hurriedly put the ring on.

He hadn’t even put a single point in Wisdom! Ye Cang gnashed
his teeth as he crouched down to use gather on the fluorescent
slime and got: 2 fluorescent slime eyes, a fluorescent gel, and a
fluorescent gland.

Fluorescent Slime Eye (Uncommon): The eye of a fluorescent
slime, edible.

Fluorescent Gel (Uncommon): What makes up most of the
fluorescent slime’s body, edible.

Fluorescent Gland (Uncommon): The gland that makes the
fluorescent slime shine, edible.

“Ok! Heal up and we’ll continue searching. This ring will



”

probably save us quite a few times.” Ye Cang put away the
fluorescent slime materials and unhurriedly took out the half pot
of green slime and feral wolf stew. He indifferently said, “It’s still
warm so we can still eat it. Once it goes cold...”

The happiness from getting the ring instantly turned into a bitter
smile as they held out their bowls. They originally considered
using wolf meat and wolf bones or hunting a wild boar and making
a pork stew, but after thinking it over, they realised they could use
green slime and feral wolf stew to ward off wild animals.
Therefore, they couldn’t help but to cook this thing.

As they got closer and closer to the towering tree, it became
increasingly auspicious and peaceful. Under the moonlight, their
hearts became tranquil.

The three looked at the ancient tree under the light of the moon.
Vines were hung down from the lush foliage above. Ye Cang
estimated that this tree was at least 30 meters.

“This should be the mysterious, ancient tree that the general
store granny mentioned...” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at the
ancient tree feeling relaxed.

Ye Cang noticed that there was some activity near the tree’s
massive roots. Keeping quiet, the three of them lowered their
bodies and moved around the bushes. Ye Cang readied his bow as
he approached the disorderly roots and signalled the others to
coordinate. He suddenly pulled his bowstring, his arrow aiming at
the thing near the roots. Although it was dark, under the
moonlight, they could still see the silhouette of a child curled up
and shivering. Ye Cang quickly lowered his bow. “Jesse?”

The child, hearing someone call out his name and seeing a white
haired man with a bow, happily crawled out. A child with a shabby
wool hat and simple clothes appeared in front of the three.

“Granny Rica asked us to bring you home...” Ye Cang looked at
Jesse’s little face, and slowly extended his hand. “Shall we go.”



At this very moment, noiselessly, Ye Cang felt the moonlight get
darker. The ground was covered in shadows. Jesse’s startled
expression turned into one of dismay. His back felt cold and his
heart sank. “Not good!”

“Bro!!” Zhang ZhengXiong’s shout out.

Ye Cang instantly grabbed Jesse and kicked his right foot,
sending himself flying to the left. Something brushed past his
cheek coming from behind. A cold light flashed by, burning a few
of his white hairs.

Ye Cang held Jesse as they hit the ground and rolled a few times.
He quickly got up and looked back. What entered his eyes was a 3
meter tall human shaped figure, but it had an incomparably
sinister wolf head, black fur, and exceptionally robust arms. It had
left behind three deep claw marks on the tree. With eye’s filled
with bloodlust, it gave a howl that left others shivering in fear.



Chapter 8: Danger Around Every Corner

Ye Cang identified it: Black Werewolf Vyers, elite?

Zhang ZhengXiong advanced with large strides towards Ye Cang
who was in danger. He vigorously roared and ferociously chopped
at the werewolf with his handaxe.

Ye Cang pushed Jesse away, “Find somewhere safe and hide!!”

“Mm!” Jesse said as he crawled to hide under the ancient tree’s
roots.

The wolf man, who was battling Zhang ZhengXiong, used its
claws to block the handaxe. Taking advantage of the shock from
the attack, it knocked Zhang ZhengXiong back and raised up a
claw, creating a flash of cold light like earlier. Lin Le held his large
axe firmly, barely moving even a step. He looked at Zhang
ZhangXiong, who hadn’t negated the force from the attack, with
eyes full of impatience.

Ye Cang raised his bright white eyebrows. He held his breath and
barely blinked... put an arrow... on his bow... aimed... then fired in
an instant! It all happened too quickly for the eye to see.

“Congratulations, you’ve obtained a high grade shooting skill -
Rapid Fire (Beginner Level - Passive): Requires concentration.
Rapidly fire arrows at the target. Accuracy reduced by 10%.”

“Sh00~”

The werewolf was hit by Ye Cang’s arrow mid swing causing it to
pause for a split second. Zhang ZhengXiong, with his fast reflexes,
quickly held up the hand with the fluorescent ring. A white light
flashed, and the werewolf wailed, covering it’s eyes. It started to
carelessly pound the ground, causing dirt and mud to fly up.

Zhang ZhengXiong had already frantically rolled away, not
caring about his appearance in order to escape its attack range. Lin
Le looked at the werewolf and saw that on it’s neck, though not



very deep, an arrow had suddenly appeared. He pouted and taking
advantage of this opening, brandished his large axe at the
werewolf’s waist.

“Awoo!” An angry wolf howl sounded out. The werewolf
perceived the attack and easily blocked the attack at his waist with
it’s claws. “Clang~” Although it was blocked, Lin Le gave a quiet
but angry roar as he used the rebound from his axe bouncing off
the claw to turn a full 360 degrees and performed a diagonal chop
at it’s collarbone causing blood to spurt out.

“Lele, be careful! It’s vision is back!” Zhang ZhengXiong words
let Lin Le, who planned to continue attacking, take a step back.
Two claws crossed as they scratched Lin Le’s stomach, dripping in
blood. If he didn’t take that step back, he would have been torn
into pieces.

Lin Le sucked in a breath of cold air. He only had 4 health left,
nearly dead.

“Lele, get back! Keep moving and wait for a chance!!” Ye Cang
shot an arrow at the werewolf’s eye’s, stopping it from going after
Lin Le.

Zhang ZhengXiong hurried to take Lin Le’s position at the front.
Using his axe, he chopped at the werewolf’s head. Ye Cang
continued shooting arrows as he moved.

“Clang~" The arrows were knocked aside by the sharp claws.
Zhang ZhengXiong cautiously kept the wolf entangled, but dared
not recklessly attack as their strength was too far apart. Lele might
have been able to compete with it in power for a bit, but obviously
only because the werewolf had been careless. This speed and
power. Damn they might be screwed this time.

As for Lin Le, he didn’t dare close in again, keeping a distance of
4-5 meters. His two hands firmly held onto the woodcutter’s axe.
He slowly wandered towards Ye Cang while waiting for his chance.
His stomach was an unbearable mess.



Ye Cang frowned and thought, “Mother of god, did this thing get
stronger? I, your father, had shot 7 arrows, 5 were blocked and the
ones that had hit didn’t even tickle it, much less hurt it. Though
my archery is not the best, it is still pretty good, not to mention I
even had the racial bonus to bow weapons from the game. A’Xiong
probably can’t hold on for much longer.” Seeing Lin Le who had
arrived, He threw out his iron pot. “Hurry and eat! Heal as much as
you can!”

“...” Lin Le coldly stared at the iron pot and hesitated, unsure of
whether to catch it or not.

Zhang ZhengXiong depended on his genius level reaction speed
to dodge past a fatal attack. He saw out of the corner of his eyes,
the werewolf had drawn back the corner of his mouth. It was
looking at the iron pot flying towards Lin Le! Not good!!

The robust werewolf pounced, throwing up dust and grass. His
posture like a cheetah’s as he rushed towards the iron pot and Lin
Le. Zhang ZhengXiong noticed there were no obstacles in it’s way
and that display of speed. It all left him feeling powerless as he
hurried to chase after it.

Lin Le saw the terrifying eyes and the stunning speed, and his
heart sank. “Eh... Guess I'm returning to town. Hope it doesn’t
hurt...”

The arrow that Ye Cang shot, was easily deflected by the
charging werewolf. Though unwilling, he couldn’t save Lele...

“Brother LiI’White! Take Jesse and run!! Me and Brother
LiI’Xiong will hold him back!” Lin Le saw it coming closer and
closer. He firmly held his woodcutter’s axe and roared.

“Bro! Lele’s right! Take Jesse and go!!” Zhang ZhengXiong
roared, with a face full of dust.

“Hell no! How could I leave you guys behind!!” Ye Cang charged
towards Lin Le, shooting as he ran.



“Brother Lil’White...”
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“Bro...
The two of them were moved.

“Let me take him! Damn! Lele, get away first! Me and Lil’Xiong
will catch up right away!!” Ye Cang bellowed.

“Mm!!” Lin Le smiled, relieved. He raised his woodcutter’s axe
high and chopped down at the silhouette that was approaching
him.

The iron pot still flying through the air, was accidently hit by one
of Ye Cang’s arrows as he shot while running. “Clang~" It changed
directions and accelerated towards a spot not far from Lin Le. The
soup, eyeballs and the overboiled wolf meat all spilled with some
accidently falling into the werewolf’s mouth. The broken pot
continued spilling out stew.

Lin Le had his eyes closed as he roared “Yaah-~!” hacking
forwards with his axe.

Lin Le felt his axe hitting air and his heart sank. An ominous
wind blew his short hair. A black furred figure rushed past him,
with a long scar on it’s face.

Lin Le wondered why he hadn’t died and suspiciously opened one
eye. He blinked a few times looking left and right. Where was the
monster?

Ye Cang had a complicated expression as he slowly stopped his
charge. Zhang ZhengXiong had his mouth hanging wide open. Not
far away, a werewolf was passed out. It had fallen on the ground,
sliding several meters.

Lin Le followed Zhang ZhengXiong’s gaze. The, just recently
violent, werewolf had it’s face in the dirt and was frothing at the
mouth while continuously twitching. It’s body was covered in a
familiar smell. He stared blankly, the axe in his hand fell to the
ground. “It turns out the thing we were eating was this amazing...”



“...7 The three of them were confused. They all stared at the
werewolf on the ground that was nearly dead.

The werewolf’s twitching slowly stopped, got up and started
continuously vomiting.

“Don’t give him a chance! Kill him!” Ye Cang quickly shot an
arrow. The arrow accurately hit it’s neck, causing it to howl out in
pain.

Zhang ZhengXiong raised his hand axe and chopped down on the
same spot that Ye Cang’s arrow had hit. Blood once again spurted
out. Following Zhang ZhengXiong’s attack, came the still bleeding
Lin Le. He jumped into the air, chopping down like he was
performing an execution. His woodcutter’s axe hit the ground
along with the wolf head, spurting blood.

“Congratulations, you’ve killed a black werewolf. Received 300
experience.”

A large amount of experience directly leveled the three of them
up to level 5.

Ye Cang continued to foolishly stare at the head of the werewolf.
He slowly extended his hand which was shaking in excitement.

Zhang ZhengXiong, like an American football player, tackled Ye
Cang, knocking him down and held him tightly by his legs. Ye
Cang, unwilling to give up, wiggled towards the corpse. “Let me
loot! Let me loot it! Release me!!”.

“Lele! Hurry and loot!” Zhang ZhengXiong howled.

Lin Le hurried to loot the corpse, his back covered in cold sweat.
He held up a meter long machete that was radiating black light.
“We got a weapon! A machete!”



Chapter 9: Plentiful Rewards

Black Wolf Machete (Fine)
Category: Blade
Requirements: 8 Strength
Damage: 5-7
PS: This machete contains a bit of black-iron. Needless to say,
it’s very good at chopping.

Ye Cang and Zhang ZhengXiong who were tangled together
stared blankly for a moment. They glanced at each other and...
“Rock, Paper Scissors!”

“Scissors!” Ye Cang.
“Rock!” Zhang ZhengXiong.
“F**k!” Ye Cang was losing his mind.

Zhang ZhengXiong excitedly grabbed the machete from Lin Le’s
hands. In his right hand was a machete, his left hand a handaxe.
He said with a tranquil expression, “My life is complete...”

Ye Cang dismantled the werewolf’s body and obtained: black
werewolf leather, Vyers’ wolf head, black werewolf meat, black
werewolf heart.

“Brother LiI’White, we won’t be eating this thing... right?” Lin
Le said feeling a bit nauseous.

“Depends on the situation. The path of a professional player isn’t
so easy.” Ye Cang said seriously, as he recovered the corpse.
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Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le felt their scalps become
numb.

Little Jesse felt things had calmed down outside, he slowly
crawled out from under the roots. He saw the body of the monster
and gratefully said, “Thank you everyone.”

Ye Cang humbly smiled and looked towards the ancient tree.



“This is the tree?”

“Mm! It’s this forest’s oldest tree. It’s a symbol of health...” Little
Jesse patted the dust off his clothes, held onto his handknit hat,
and faced the ancient tree with his eyes closed.

Zhang ZhengXiong looked at Jesse who was frightened just a
moment ago yet still wanted to help his grandmother by praying
for her health. He turned his head to look at the absentminded Ye
Cang. Lin Le, who was also like a child, put his two hands together
and prayed, “I wish the world will be peaceful. I wish Brother
LiI’'White and Brother Lil’Xiong can live healthy and happily. I
wish that, during the next test, we can successfully bomb the
command center. I wish...”
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Zhang ZhengXiong, seeing Lin Le enter his endlessly
spouting wishes mode, gave a sigh as he faintly smiled.

Ye Cang looked at the falling leaves and recalled his own
grandmother holding his hand as they went to pray at a temple.

“Buddha. Bless Little Cang so that he can find a beautiful wife in
the future, and live happily...” She prayed for him among the
dazzling gods. Back in the game, Ye Cang’s silver pupils followed
the moonlight as it penetrated the foliage. He saw, hanging off a
branch of the big tree, a 10cm large fruit. Despite it being just a
fuzzy shadow, but when the moonlight slipped through, it revealed
a glossy portion. Ye Cang aimed his bow.

“Shoo~!” The arrow slipped past the branches and hit the stem
holding the fruit. He reached out and caught it as it fell.

Fruit of the Holy Oak Tree (Treasure)
The Holy Oak Tree only produces a fruit every 50 years.
Exceptionally Precious. Edible. Eat it directly to permanently
gain 1 Intelligence and Wisdom, and have a chance to learn a
nature spell.

Ye Cang looked at the fruit in his hand and carefully put it away.



He knew how precious attribute points were, this thing should be
used carefully to maximize it’s value.

Zhang ZhengXiong didn’t say anything. Lin Le and Jesse were
still praying.

“I’'m hungry.” Jesse said when he finished his prayers. His little
face looked towards Ye Cang with expectation.

“Perfect, Lele and Lil’Xiong need to heal a bit too...” Ye Cang
walked towards the deformed metal pot and slowly picked it up.
He looked at Jesse and smiled.
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“Thank you big brother!” Jesse’s naive little face smiled back.

“...” Zhang ZhengXiong thought back to the werewolf’s reaction
and that smell... his whole body went numb. Lin Le’s prayers
became somewhat incoherent.

Even though the iron pot was deformed, but it was still useable.
Ye Cang effortlessly threw together a meal.

“Don’t tell me this is what we’re eating...” Jesse looked at the ink
green product in the iron pot, taking a few steps back and pouted.

“Little kids shouldn’t be picky!” Ye Cang held him and dragged
him back.

“That’s right!” Lin Le said, putting his hands on his hip.

“You don’t want to know how it tastes when it gets cold.” Zhang
ZhengXiong broke out in cold sweat.

“Grandmal Save me! Waaaa-~"
“Ah~ So gross!”
“Ah""'!!”

In the quiet forest, Ye Cang carried an unconscious Jesse on his
back. Who knew if he had fallen asleep or passed out from the
stink. The three of them walked back the way they came.

“I remember my sister use to carry me home like that...” Zhang



ZhengXiong looked at Jesse and absentmindedly smiled.
Ye Cang didn’t reply, slowly continuing forwards.

“I saw your character’s name...” Hearing Zhang ZhengXiong’s
words, Ye Cang shook his head. He scratched the back of his head
and gave a little smile. “Don’t worry about me, brat...”

Zhang ZhengXiong nodded and didn’t continue speaking. That’s
right... It’s already in the past. He wrapped his arm around Lin Le
and showed off his ring. Lin Le pouted, angry.

“Qin... Xue...” Ye Cang softly whispered.
Really New Village.

Waiting at the ranch, unable to sit still, was Rica. Seeing Ye Cang
and the others, as well as Jesse who was on his back, her tears
began to pour out.

“Grandma Rica, we found Jesse!” Lin Le yelled, waving his torch
from far away.

“Thank you all! Thank you all! I don’t know how I can ever repay
you...” Rica took the sleeping Jesse, and continued to bow with
tears in her eyes.

“Congratulations! Completed a mission unique to Really New
Village: ‘Entrusted by Rica, Find Mischievous Child - Jesse’. You
receive a random class talent, 500 experience, and your fame with
Rica becomes respected.”

“Congratulations! You’ve obtained the class talent - Heart of a
Ranger (Beginner Level - Passive): +1 to all attributes, crowd
controlling effects are reduced by 15% with 5% chance to break
free, movement speed +5%, reflex +3.”

“Bro, I got the talent - Feel Your Pain (Gain 30% of Constitution
as Wisdom, Spell Focus +5). Now my wisdom isn’t too low!!” Zhang
ZhengXiong excitedly said.

“Eh, mine is the armed merchant’s Knockoff Alchemy? Knockoff



Alchemy? It sounds crappy...” Lin Le pouted. It didn’t even add
attributes.

Rica brought the three of them back to the general store. She put
Jesse down on a crude bed and tucked him in. She looked at the
three of them gratefully. “Although I’'m not rich, nor am I learned,
but I know to return kindness and favors...”

Rica opened her cabinet and took out a coin pouch. In the shabby
pouch was a few gold coins and some silver coins.

Ye Cang shook his head. “Thank you, however this is enough for
a reward...” He reached out his hand and grabbed a batch of
shoddy arrows. His other hand grabbed a new iron pot. Taking
these, he walked out of the general store, turned back and said
with a smile, “Remember to not let Jesse run too far, the forest is
really dangerous...”

“I’ll take some spices then. It should make it taste a bit better...”
Zhang ZhengXiong grabbed some salt, pepper, and chili.

“Then I'll... T’ll grab some empty bottles. Granny, take care...”
Lin Le stuffed some empty bottles into his bag, and politely called
out to Rica before rushing to catch up to the other two.

Rica stared blankly. She looked at the empty grocery store and at
the sleeping Jesse. She slowly put her coin pouch back. Her
wrinkled face smiled and a tear twinkled in the corner of her eye.
“Three fools...” She jogged out the door and saw the three of them
disappearing into the distance. She yelled at the fading figures,
“Remember to come here if you need to buy anything!!”

“Got it!!”
“20% discount?!”

“Will we get a membership card if we go again? I want to collect
points...”

“Scram! You think you’ve spent enough?!”



The voices slowly became more distant.
Rica returned inside and saw Jesse struggling in his sleep.

“Grandma! Save me! The white haired guy is a demon!! Save me!
I don’t want to eat that disgusting thing!!”

[13 ”

Ye Cang’s in game name is a combination of the character
Pale/Ash-Gray (Cang) from his name and Snow (Xue) from QinXue.



Chapter 10: Lunch Time

“Bro, are we going to go dig up the buried treasure now?” Zhang
ZhengXiong said quietly, looking left and right.

Ye Cang nodded. “This matter should not be delayed. Let’s leave
town, then we’ll talk.”

The three of them stopped speaking and walked towards the
southeast. As they passed a street, they ran into a crowd of players.
Now was precisely the time when player activity in town was at it’s
peak. The monsters at night were too strong, most players had no
choice but to form parties. Due to problems with torchlight and
various other problems, most either chose to continue fighting at
the farms or setting up a stall to trade. The surrounding players
looked at the shortbow on Ye Cang’s back and the rusty longsword
at his waist, their eyes filled with envy. Most people were only at
level 3 or 4, it was already considered pretty good to have one
common weapon, let alone a ranged weapon.

“YellowSprings, what do you think of those three players?” A
short haired man holding a longstaff with a resolute, square face,
and a threatening aura asked, looked at Ye Cang’s group of three.

“New faces, they should be noobs. However, their operating
ability should be decent. The big guy in the middle always has his
two hands near his weapons, like an expert. The short one seems
ordinary, he should have a strength based class. As for the white
haired one, Truth be told, I'm unable to make sense of him. He
looks random yet he gives people a bad feeling. However, all of
their equipment is very good. How did they get a ranged weapon so
quickly? Did you want to personally go recruit them?” The man
dragging a long blade, who was called YellowSprings raised his
eyebrows and smiled.

“For now I don’t plan to. Let’s just keep an eye on them for now.”
The short haired man faintly smiled. “Let’s go, ScarletPeak and the



others have discovered some ghouls.”

Ye Cang and the others left where the players were gathering and
lit a torch. They followed the river and disposed of a few
wandering feral wolves before arriving at the pile of rocks.

“According to the map, it should be around here.” Ye Cang
arrived near the pile of rocks and stepped on the wet ground.

The three of them took out shovels and started digging. Three
holes later, Zhang ZhengXiong felt his shovel hit something hard
and excitedly called out, “Treasure!!”

The three of them dug up the surrounding dirt and discovered a
30cm chest covered in dirt. Ye Cang slowly pulled it out. He
extended a hand, with a crazy look in his eye. “Watch my divine
hand in action.”

Zhang ZhengXiong immediately locked hands with Ye Cang,
restraining him. “Bro! There will be plenty of chances for you to
experiment in the future! For now, let Lele open it!!

“You unfilial little brother! Release me! I want to open it!” Ye
Cang reached out with his foot to try and open it. Zhang
ZhengXiong hurried to block him.

Lin Le sighed and opened the wooden chest. Over ten golden
coins, many silver coins, some jewelry, and a gold bar were quietly
lying in the chest shining golden light. “Brother LiI’White! We’re
rich!!”

Ye Cang and Zhang ZhengXiong quickly got up to take a look.

11 gold, 50 silver, 1 gold bar, 1 gold ring, and 1 chrysoberyl (cat’s
eye).

Crude Gold Ring (Common): Can be worn as an accessory.
PS: Although the workmanship is rough, it’s still made of gold.

Cyan Chrysoberyl: An ordinary chrysoberyl.



Ye Cang quickly put everything away and looked at the sky which
had started to change colors. “Go! Back to town! It’s almost
daytime and this place isn’t far from where the people are. Once
it’s daytime, it’ll be too dangerous!”

The three hurriedly returned using the same route. By the time
they reached the edge of town, it was already dawn; the sun was
slowly rising, lighting up their field of view. In all directions were
all kinds of players looking for trouble and exploring. A new day
had begun. However, for Ye Cang’s group of three, it was time to
take a break. They were forced to leave Conviction due to hunger.

“Brother Lil’'White, the morning sun sure is...” Lin Le stretched
and started speaking. Ye Cang gave him an annoyed look and
interrupted, “It’s already past noon...”

“So we played for so long...” Lin Le pouted. “I’'m so hungry.”
Ye Cang got his phone and prepared to get takeout.

The sound of a key being inserted came from outside and the
door slowly opened. A tall, sweet looking girl with short hair,
wearing a colorful flowery dress and high heeled sandals came in.
In her two hands, she was carrying lunch boxes. She seemed very
familiar with this place. This person was exactly Wu Na, however
she didn’t have her makeup on. She saw the three of them being
speechless. “You guys! You should still eat when you’re playing
games. I just knew you guys hadn’t eaten yet...”
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“Nana, you’re the best...” Lin Le took his share and started
wolfing down his food as if he was in a rush. He ate while sobbing,
“Waaah-~! So delicious! This is the most delicious thing I've ever
eaten! Wuu-...”

Zhang ZhengXiong was even more frantic. He almost ate the
plastic container along with the food. He sobbed, feeling a bit sad,
“Mm!”

“...” Wu Na broke into cold sweat. She quickly took out her own



share and doubtfully sniffed and tasted it... It wasn’t good at all. It
was just the 50 federal dollars cafeteria takeout, healthy meat and
vegetable set B. Didn’t they use to say it was pig feed? She silently
handed Ye Cang his share.

“Look at your guys!” Ye Cang stubbornly yelled.

“It’s so delicious! Compared to last night...” Lin Le trembled, and
continued eating.

Wu Na looked at Ye Cang as he took his lunchbox. His hands
were slightly trembling and his throat was gulping saliva. “...”

Wu Na slowly sat down, and looked at the three of them madly
eating, having forgotten their manners. They looked like starving
refugees. What exactly happened to them in Really New Village?
She shrugged, split open her chopsticks and quietly ate.

After eating, Lin Le had the habit of taking an afternoon nap, so
he went to sleep. Zhang ZhengXiong went to the loft to work out.
Ye Cang went to the balcony and took a deep breath looking at the
city college, like an endless stream.

Wu Na watched Ye Cang, his hair under the sunlight looked silky
and shined like gold. It had already been two years. Looking
towards that thin figure, she slowly walked over, and couldn’t help
but give him a hug. With regards to their height, Wu Na was 175cm
and Ye Cang was only 173cm. Without the high heels, she was still
a bit taller, however compared to Zhang ZhengXiong’s sturdy 2m
body, she looked petite.

Ye Cang smelled a familiar fragrance, a soft and smooth feeling
pressed on his back. His shoulders were encircled by two fair white
arms. Wu Na’s voice arrived in his ear, “I'm already level 4...”

“I think Lil’Xiong and Lele should already be level 5. We’ve also
killed the first boss of our professional careers...” Ye Cang didn’t
turn back and faintly smiled.

“Pretty awesome huh. Right now, there are very few level 5



players. Speaking of boss, we still haven’t seen one...” Wu Na
leaned her head forwards, slowly looked past his shoulder at the
side of his face. His white eyelashes fluttered, and there was
warmth in his pink pupils. Maybe it’s because of laziness, but as far
as others are concerned, Ye Cang was often called: ‘That Strange
White-Haired Guy’. However, to Wu Na, he was a very special
existence. “How about I be your girlfriend?”

Ye Cang was startled, the subject changed too fast. “No.”
“Eh, you answered so fast. Why?”
“Because you’re an unknown singer of a non-mainstream band.”

“... Get lost, are you serious?” Wu Na replied with a bit of
expectation.

“There’s no reason.” Ye Cang indifferently shook his head.

“That so...” Wu Na slowly released her arms and lowered her
head, on the verge of tears.

Ye Cang turned around and saw her, his heart feeling somewhat
unwell.

“Just messing with you!!” Wu Na suddenly raised her head and
made a silly face. “There’s no way I'd go out with someone who
doesn’t even have an IQ of 80o!!”

Ye Cang looked suspiciously at her.

“I’'m going home, talk to you in the game! Don’t forget to tell me
when you reach level 10!!” Wu Na spoke and left the apartment.

“I really don’t understand that silly girl.” Ye Cang shrugged, with
his hands clasped behind his back. He turned back around to look
at the scenery and murmured, “Why... huh.”

He quietly chuckled and turned to go inside.

Wu Na dejectedly arrived at home and feebly fell on her bed. She
stared at her chandelier and wiped the tears that had not yet dried
from her eyes. “Stupid Ye Cang...”



Chapter 11: Mayor Mar

Ye Cang looked at the time and turned on the tv. “Lele wake up!
It’ll be 3 o’clock soon, ‘Sisters’ is going to start.”

“Recently, there have been multiple cases of human organ theft
in LinHai city’s western district. The city guards and LinHai city’s
general office are already investigating the case...” (News)

“Western district? Nothing to do with me...” Ye Cang played
with his eyebrows and murmured. He shrugged and changed the
channel. Lin Le peacefully awoke, “Is it starting?”

“Just in time.” Ye Cang replied.

“Last episode, A’Suo discovered that her boyfriend A’Xiong was
having an affair with her older sister A’Duo. What will she do!?
Will she scar A’Duo’s face with her bare hands, will she use
sulphuric acid, or will she be unable to take it and choose suicide?
Maybe her womanly fury will drive her to crush her boyfriend
A’Xiong’s balls. Watch to find out.”

“This episode will definitely be brilliant...” Lin Le murmured
with expectation.

Ye Cang slowly nodded.

The three of them had returned to Conviction. Like a nouveau
riche, they walked up and down the town’s market to see if they
could find anything good. There were all kinds of shouts, most of
them selling shoddy white weapons or some random shoddy
equipment. The three of them used 2 silver to purchase some
leather armor that they were still missing. A bit more defence was
better than nothing.

“Bro, there’s nothing good to buy.” Zhang ZhengXiong was a bit
tired.



“Mm, let’s go back to leveling up. Right now, most players are
staying around the outside of the forest. We can go a bit deeper in
and see” Ye Cang said, with his hands clasped behind his back.

“Brother Lil’White! Brother LilI’Xiong! Someone here is selling a
shield!!” Lin Le voice came from nearby. The two raised their
eyebrows. Shield! They quickly rushed to see it.

Ye Cang looked at the man selling the shield. He was carrying an
iron dagger and there was nothing special about him. The shield he
was selling was a small round shield, the middle had a cross shaped
decoration.

Trainee Priest’s Small Round Shield (Class Equipment - Fine)
Category: Shield
Class Restriction: Priest, Paladin.
Requirements: 7 Wisdom, 5 Constitution.
Defence +3
Wisdom +1

e Minor Healing Light
Once used, immediately heal a target for 6 health.
Cooldown: 10 minutes.

“How much?” Ye Cang saw that the stats were pretty good, and
seeing that Zhang ZhengXiong was a Priest that that looked more
like a Barbarian, got straight to the point.

“I need 20 silver.” The man calmly said.

Ye Cang thought a bit, and without bargaining handed over 20
silver. Completing the transaction, he looked at the man and said,
“If you get anything good in the future, contact me.” He sent a
request to exchange contact information over. The man hesitated a
bit then accepted the request. He didn’t say much before leaving.

“SpyingBlade? Such a weird name...” Ye Cang saw the ID that
appeared and thought to himself. He then handed the shield over
to Zhang ZhengXiong who equipped it onto his back.



7#***1 Those grandkids sure are rich, taking out so much silver! I
have never even seen a single f**king silver.”

“Handsome! Looking for ****! You can inspect the goods!!”

“Brand new dragon slaying treasured sword, just 1 silver! Try
holding it! I beg of you!!”

Ye Cang repeatedly broke into cold sweat as they escaped the
little village’s market.

“Lele show me that knockoff something alchemy skill...” Ye Cang
recalled Lele’s hidden class’ skill.

Knockoff Alchemy (Armed Merchant - Beginner Level): The
dark side of alchemy.

There were only two recipes: vial of inferior acid and knockoff
small health potion.

Vial of Inferior Acid: Throw at the target to cause 10 acid
damage and will deal some damage over time.

Knockoff Small Health Potion: Heal 15 health over 5 seconds.
For a short time, can’t consume another one. Drug Resistance:
10 minutes.

Ye Cong looked at the required materials. They could currently
make the vial of inferior acid. It required slime acid which they
had a lot of, empty bottles which was easy to get, and salt which
they also had a lot of. As for the knockoff small health potion’s
Blood Restoring Grass, they should be able to find some in the
forest. The three of them arrived at Rica’s general store to buy
more empty bottles. Lin Le put the ingredients into a bottle and
shook it like he was making a cocktail. In just a while, 10 bottles of
inferior acid were produced. Ye Cang took 4 of them, Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le took 3 each.

“Oh right. I heard from Jesse that you killed a werewolf. If you



have something to use as proof, you can go to mayor Mar’s place
and claim the bounty...” Rica hadn’t even finished speaking, and
the store’s bell gave a clear ring. Rica gave a bitter laugh. “Those
three guys.”

The three of them unrelentingly charged their way to the
mayor’s office. A guard stopped them at the door. “What business
do you have here?”

“We killed a werewolf in the northern forest. We’re here for the
bounty.” Ye Cang’s words astonished the guards. With just the
three of them? They sent someone in the check while the rest of
them waited. The guard that returned nodded his head and let
them through. “Mayor Mar is in the room on the right.”

The three of them entered the hall and arrived at the mayor’s
office. A very spirited old man was sitting behind a desk full of
documents looking at them. “Welcome, three brave warriors...”

“Here is his head, and his skin, and some of his ribs, and his
heart...” Ye Cang one by one, took out the materials he collected
from the black werewolf Vyers. For the sake of the reward, they
even roughly pieced the pieces together, trying to return them to
their original state.

Mar immediately covered his mouth, and vomited. These three
were too disgusting. Seeing the wolf head, it was indeed Vyers!
“Stop arranging it! Enough, Enough! We’ve already verified it!”

“This... I have OCD...” Zhang ZhengXiong said embarrassed as he
finished arranging the final piece.

[13 2

Mar was speechless. He kept a straight face and said,
“You’ve proven your strength, here is your promised reward.”

“Congratulations, you've completed a hidden quest ‘Proof of
Strength’. Fame in Really New Village has become respected.
Obtained title - Really New Village Lieutenant, 300 experience, 3
gold.” After reaching level 5, the required experience substantially



increased. 300 experience only increased the progress bar by about
20%.

“From now on, you're a member of Really New Village’s guard
squadron. Although the black werewolves are a threat
enshrouding Really New Village, the most pressing matter is to
root out the south east Riley River’s blue scaled fishmen tribe. If
they were to collude with the black werewolves... I don’t even
want to image. I hope you can bring me their chief, Gil Rage’s,
head. Are you willing?” Mar said in a heavy tone.

“Just us three?” Zhang ZhengXiong frowned. Ye Cang clasped his
hands behind his back, waiting for a reply.

“You’re now lieutenants. You can gather any volunteers. We
can’t spare any of the garrisoned guards. You’ll have to depend on
yourselves to find people. However, don’t bring too many,
otherwise you’ll alert the enemy.” Mar walked forwards, grabbing
the three of them and whispered, “Last time, Gil Rage stole from
me a night-luminescent pearl. I promised to gift it to my house’s
madam.”

“This old man already hasn’t slept in a bed for half a month. If
this continues, I don’t think I can make it.” Old Mar lifted his
sleeve revealing a few scars. He then patted their shoulders and
said, “Also, don’t let anyone know. Got it? I don’t care about the
rest, just kill that blue scaled son of a b***h and bring back the
night-luminescent pearl. There will be a big reward.”

“...7 Ye Cang broke into cold sweat and repeatedly nodded his
head. Zhang ZhengXiong looked suspiciously at Mar, he said so
much just to use his office for personal matters and doesn’t want
others to know. A fishman and a wolfman, there’s no way they’ll
get along..

“Congratulations, you’ve received a field instance quest ‘Slay the
Blue-Scaled Fishman Chief - Gil Rage’ and hidden story quest
‘Retrieve Mar’s Madam’s Night-Luminescent Pearl’. Instance



allows a maximum of 8 people.’



Chapter 12: The Elegant Arrow

“Alright, remember to bring it to me as early as possible. You can
go now.” Mar said then sat down and continued sorting through
documents.

The three of them walked out into the hall and noticed that the
guards attitudes had changed 180 degrees, from the grumpy faces
when they entered into the smiling nod now that they’re leaving.
They felt that their backs were straighter.

“Bro, Lele, we can now walk proudly in Really New Village...”
Zhang ZhengXiong said quietly.

Ye Cang faintly smiled. “Let’s go upgrade ourselves a bit, and we
can also see if there’s any reliable people. Prepare carefully for this
quest.”

The three of them followed the road and arrived at the south-
east. They decided to first become familiar with the topography.
They passed most of the players hunting near the outskirts and
went deep into the forest. The paths were complicated and
winding, the bushes were thick and seemed exceptionally
dangerous.

While out exploring, the feral wolves and boars were of no threat
to them. With a machete in one hand and a shield in the other,
Zhang ZhengXiong seemed especially strong and valiant. After
battle, they would use the shield’s ability to heal a little bit. As
much as possible, they wanted to avoid eating the green slime and
feral wolf stew. Ye Cang found many medical grasses, edible
plants, and even many blood restoring grasses. Most of the blood
restoring grass was found hidden under various shrubs, however
there might also be dangerous beasts hiding there such as pythons.

Zhang ZhengXiong parted the shrubs, his shield held in front of
him. Once it was safe, Ye Cang harvested the blood restoring
grasses as well as some wild fruit.



“Brother Lil’White, Brother Xiong, there’s someone fighting a
boss like creature over there.” Lin Le jogged back from nearby.

“Let’s go have a look.” Ye Cang slowly set forth. The three of
them went to the top of the hill that Lin Le was pointing at and
looked down the slope. They saw an area surrounded by shrubs
and rocks forming a wall. 4 female players surrounded and were
beating up a 3 meter tall white pheasant. It was swinging it’s sharp
claws and it’s beak was penetrating small holes in the ground.
Leading the fight was a short haired woman. She was tall and
slender with long arms and legs like a model. In one hand was a
longsword that wasn’t much different than the one Ye Cang had,
in the other was a wooden round shield. Among the other three,
the short one was an assassin. A few magic missiles came from
shooting from the hands of a girl with long blonde hair, who was
standing a bit further away. The giant pheasant was continuously
hit in the head. Why say there was 4? On the ground was a badly
damaged body that wasn’t even in one piece anymore.

“Bro, they’'re so strong... They already have magic.” Zhang
ZhengXiong assessed.

Ye Cang could only agree. They were all experts. If the three of
them were to encounter them, they could probably win by relying
on their equipment and the acid vials, however there was a
difference in experience. After all, they all appeared to be old
hands at virtual reality games. As for that butt... Mm-~, not bad.

“Let’s go help them, and we could recruit them for our quest. We
could even exchange numbers and stuff. Then, under my solid
chest...”

“Slap~!” Ye Cang slapped Zhang ZhengXiong on the back of the
head and indifferently said, “You’re thinking too much, but we can

try to make friends with them. Also, I want the short haired one in
the middle. “

“...” Zhang ZhengXiong was speechless. Lin Le saw that they



could make new friends and was excited. “Then what should we do
now? Kill our way down?”

Ye Cang picked at his eyebrows and thought for a moment.

“We need to make a dramatic entrance to get the attention of
those girls. Let’s give them a little surprise. Later, I'll shoot an
arrow at the boss’s eyes so they can see one of my elegant ten
thousand arrows, eye burster. At this time, the girls will surely
look towards us. The sun is in perfect position, such that our backs
are to the sun. It’ll make us look more mysterious, like heroes. Our
impression will definitely rise. Then A’Xiong will take the lead to
tank the boss and use his shield to heal the short haired girl. Lele,
be energetic and give the boss a big hit...” Ye Cang started planning
his script. Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le listened and silently
nodded their heads.

“Sister Rose! The boss’s life should be low!” The long haired girl
said to the short haired one. She took her staff and carefully hit the
boss instead of shooting magic missiles. The boss’s reaction was a
bit slower than usual.

“Don’t get careless! We’re almost at our limits too. We don’t have
enough health to make even a single mistake!” The one being
called sister Rose was indeed the leader of Thorns and Roses - ‘Miss
Rose’ - ThornyRose. The assassin player beside the boss, freely and
unceasingly attacking, was the famous ‘Night Empress’ -
FrozenBlood. “Mm!”

Furthermore, the long, blonde haired girl was a core member
that the guild was nurturing - GreenDew.

Ye Cang and the three had just arrived behind the shrubs.

“Ok, follow my plan...” Ye Cang said. Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin
Le nodded with a very serious expression.

Ye Cang parted the bush. Grabbed an arrow. Placed it on his bow.
Pulled the string taut. Concentrated. Aimed.



“Bro, can you let me have the short haired one. Her butt is just
too irresistible...” Zhang ZhengXiong words made Ye Cang unable
to stop himself from lowering his gaze to watch the swaying butt.
Lin Le saw that his arrow slowly lowered too. He tapped on Ye
Cang’s shoulder and reminded him, “Brother Lil’White! Your

2

alm...

Because of Lin Le’s words and the tap on his shoulder, Ye Cang
absent-mindedly loosened his fingers. “Shoo~” The arrow left the
bowstring and accurately stabbed into ThornyRose’s butt. In fact,
it was a bullseye, right in the middle.

“...is off.” Lin Le finished muttering, his hand frozen on the spot.
“...” Ye Cang, Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le immediately froze.

ThornyRose felt a sharp pain in her back door. The system
reminded her that she was attacked by a player. She immediately
turned to looked at where the arrow had struck and froze. Her
heart felt heavy as many thoughts crossed her mind. Most of them
about how her face had been tarnished. To be humiliated in this
way, rage started to overflow. “F**k! Who was it! I’'ll kill him! I’ll
definitely kill him!” She furiously looked up and saw three
different looking silhouettes, but due to the sunlight, she couldn’t
see what they looked like. “You!!”

“Sister Rose, careful!!” GreenDew yelled.

ThornyRose, who had lost all rationality, couldn’t react in time.
The boss’s beak accurately struck her head causing her health
reached 0 and she died, her eye’s still overflowing with fury,
hatred, and unwillingness. The arrow sticking out of her butt
seemed extremely dazzling.

FrozenBlood saw ThornyRose’s tragic death and yelled,
“Leader!!” At this time, while she was distracted, the pheasant boss
swept out with it’s foot and stepped, turning her into a corpse. Her
eye’s were full of unwillingness.



As for the only remaining person, the gentle looking magician
GreenDew, her heart sank as she saw the angry pheasant boss
looking at her. She hurried to turn and run away, gnashing her
teeth as she looked at the three on the hill, her eyes filled with
coldness. “Scumbags! We’ll get you back!!”

“That... Bro. If they revive and we explain ourselves, do you
think they’ll forgive us and still exchange contacts?” Zhang
ZhengXiong murmured, looking at the magician that got crushed
by the boss.

“Eh...” Ye Cang looked startled at his fingers, that had just caused
a chain of deaths. He then turned to Lin Le, unwilling to take
responsibility. “Lele! It’s all your fault! You surprised me!”

Lin Le pouted, feeling wronged. “I just wanted to remind you...”



Chapter 13: The Resentful Rose

“Go! Save her!” Ye Cang prepared an arrow and shot the boss.
Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le leaped down the hill.

Unfortunately, GreenDew still couldn’t escape the bosses pursuit.
The boss stepped on her to restrain her and murdered her with it’s
beak. As she fell fell bleeding, she raised her finger little by little
towards the three and said vaguely, “I'll f**king... you...”. Her
hand went limp and fell as she died sorrowfully.

“Hah~ We still couldn’t save her...” Ye Cang sighed.

“This boss is too hateful. We must definitely take revenge for
them!!” Lin Le firmly held his axe as he righteously roared.

Zhang ZhengXiong borrowed the force from sliding down the hill
to leap over, his machete ferociously chopping down on the
monster’s neck. As he landed, he positioned his shield and
deflected the incoming peck. Lin Le ducked and avoided the
already tired claws, his large axe chopping down on the monster’s
waist. Ye Cang shot an arrow at it’s eyes. It let out a bird shriek as
the three of them finished it off in no time at all.

“Congratulations, you’ve succeeded in slaying ‘Monstrous Bird’.
Received 300 experience.”

The three were just a little bit away from reaching level 6.

Lin Le looted the boss. Ye Cang slid down the hill and asked,
“What did we get?”

“A skill book and a wand!” Lele held a book in one hand and a
wooden wand in the other. The wand had some feathers
decorating the end.

Crossed-Eyes (Uncommon - Skill)
To use, cross your eyes and look at the target to confuse them
for a period of time. Receiving damage will end the effect. Must



lock eyes for at least 1 second to take effect.
Cooldown: 5 minutes.

Monstrous Bird’s Wooden Wand (Fine)
Category: Wand
Requirements: 10 Intelligence
Attack: 2 - 4
+1 Intelligence
+2 to Spell Power

e Minor Wind Blade
Release a minor wind blade to attack a target, dealing 15 damage.
Cooldown: 5 minutes.

“Wow, a good wand. And there’s even an uncommon skill
book...” Zhang ZhengXiong praised.

“Let’s give the skill book to Lele. As for the wand, currently only
I can wield it. Depending on the situation, I can use it...” Ye Cang
gave the book to Lele and stuck the wand by his waist on the right.
He then took out his longsword to dismantle. He received:
Monstrous Bird Meat, Monstrous Bird’s Claw, Monstrous Bird’s
Feathers, and Monstrous Bird’s Beak.

Lin Le used the skill book, then turned to look at the bodies of the
girls which were turning into white light. He started praying,
“Rest in peace, your enmity has been avenged...”

[13 2

“Bro, I think we should hurry and escape.” Zhang ZhengXiong
said, feeling a bit guilty. “If they come now, they probably won’t
understand our explanation. I feel we should give them some time
to calm down. Time can heal all wounds. If we meet again and
explain properly, maybe we can still get their contact information
and be friends and whatnot. After all, we were trying to help, even
though there was a little accident.”

Ye Cang raised his head and pondered. After not even a second,



he agreed and said, “Good plan! Retreat!”
The three of them hurriedly withdrew from that location.

On the other side, in Really New Village, there were three
extremely gloomy woman outside the farms. ThornyRose’s
peerlessly handsome oval face had a hideous gloomy expression.
The veins on her forehead looked like they would burst. She
gnashed her teeth and said sternly, “I definitely won’t forgive
those three bastards.”

“GreenDew, did you see what they looked like?” FrozenBlood’s
eyes burned with fury from having the boss stolen. Even her leader
died such a miserable death having her behind pierced. No matter
what, this enmity must be avenged! Her eyes became cold.

“Not very clearly, however there was a white haired one. It was a
bit far, but the one who shot the bow should be a Ranger. Before
the boss killed me, I saw a big man who should be a fighter. He had
a blade in one hand and a shield in the other. There was also a
short guy holding a two-handed axe. He should also be a fighter.
Should we inform those near Really New Village?” GreenDew
didn’t see clearly but had some impression.

ThornyRose took a deep breath and saw her level was now 5 with
0%. She said in a low voice, “Tell everyone in Really New Village, if
anyone discovers them, immediately tell me. I will personally take
revenge! Especially that white haired Ranger with the bow!! Let’s
go! Hurry and level. This time we have to be ahead of the b***hes

> »”

at ‘Fire Beacon Beauties’.

“Mm.” FrozenBlood nodded. Fire Beacon Beauties was also a
famous guild in China. They were old rivals of Thorns and Roses,
enemies for life. Fire Beacon Beauties’ chief ‘BornFlirty’ and
ThornyRose were completely incompatible.

Speaking of China’s guilds, the biggest 4 guilds were: Flame
Dragon Union, Mad War, Misty Rain House, and Freedom
Alliance. They were each managed by a famous family.



Back in the forest, Ye Cang’s group of 3 continued to explore and
harvest ingredients. They came across a small, inactive volcano -
The Bachiya Lava Hole. There, they found even more dangerous
creatures. The one that gave them the biggest surprise was
unexpectedly a slime.

Red Slime: Slimes that can shoot flames. Often found in
blistering hot places.

“Bro, it seems our feud with the slime family is as deep as the
ocean...” Zhang ZhengXiong muttered, looking at the red pimple
on the black earth.

“First, let’s see if this thing is strong or not!” Ye Cang using a tree
as cover. He leaned out, readied his bow and shot the slime’s eye. It
let out a strange scream and charged towards the three. It’s body
faintly glowed red as it spat out a fireball towards Ye Cang’s
location.

Ye Cang quickly hid and let it hit the tree. He signaled Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le to start. The red slime looked at the two
people who jumped out, and spat another fireball at Zhang
ZhengXiong. He blocked with his shield, although he still took
damage, it was only around 10 or so. The machete cut into the soft,
steaming body and some hot, red fluid spurted out burning his
hand. The three of them were now in melee range. Ye Cang took
out his wand and cast a wind blade that quickly killed the slime.

“Bro! This thing can be considered easy to kill. The experience is
pretty good too.” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at his health and saw
he only lost 18 points. He used his shield to heal 6 health.

“Mm, it’s much easier to kill than the pythons...” Ye Cang
nodded. The pythons that hid in the shrubbery had high health,
killing them was strenuous, and it didn’t give much experience.
After the slime died, they received Red Slime Gel, Red Slime Oil,
and Red Slime Eyes. The three continued and killed about 10
slimes.



Ye Cang slowly took out his iron pot and sighed. “We should
heal...”

Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le nodded, feeling numb. “Bro,
didn’t we get some bird meat recently? Let’s temporarily not eat
slimes. Let’s eat something good. Look at that bird, it’s so fat, it’s
gotta be pretty good...”

Lin Le nodded continuously. “Exactly! Exactly!”

“But we still have a ton of green slime and feral wolf stew. It’s
such a waste. Oh well...” Ye Cang hesitated for a bit before
throwing the bird meat into the pot. He thought for a bit and and
decided it was too simple so added some python meat, salt, pepper,
chili, and some wild herbs they picked. He discovered that his bag
was getting empty.



Chapter 14: Red Furred Flaming Dog

“Congratulations on discovering a new recipe, please give it a
name.”

“Monstrous Bird and Python Stew.”

Monstrous Bird and Python Stew
Restore 3 health every 5 seconds while eating.
Gain +1 Strength and +1 Dexterity for 2 hours.
(This is actually a pretty good dish...)

A normal stew smell slowly flowed out of the pot. Even though it
smelled ordinary, Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le were extremely
happy. This is what humans should eat!

“However, the monstrous bird meat will only last us a few
meals...” Ye Cang said with pity. They’'ve tried many different
recipes. Feral wolves with feral boar was only a bit better than
green slime and feral wolf. The fishy flavor made people sick.
However, even if it only tastes a bit better, it’s healing effect was
much better not to mention the bonus stats.

Zhang Zheng Xiong and Lin Le regretfully nodded and added the
monstrous bird to their ‘must kill on sight’ list.

“Let’s eat. Heal up and reach level 6 as soon as possible...” Ye
Cang indifferently said. He took out a bowl and started eating.

On the other side of the forest, the girls that killed their way back
to the monstrous bird saw a messed up corpse. Thorny rose said
with surprised, “Looks like one of those bastards has a gathering

skill.”

Currently, whether it’s by luck or through a rare hidden quest,
obtaining a profession was as rare as phoenix feathers and unicorn
horns. In all of Thorns and Roses, only one person was lucky
enough to complete a quest and receive tailoring, becoming one of
the important members the guild would nurture.



“They probably went this way.” FrozenBlood was scouting the
surroundings. Under a tree in a relatively hidden place, she
discovered a mark. They were speechless. This method was a too
primitive. Didn’t those three know that the map had this
functionality?

“Let’s go. Track them. Skinning them alive won’t be enough.”
ThornyRose continued to grip her longsword tightly and gnashed
her teeth.

The scene returns to Ye Cang’s group of three farming red slimes.

Ye Cang saw that on his contact’s list, SpyingBlade was still
online. After thinking a while, he sent him a message.

“You there?”

no»

“We’re doing a hidden story quest and need people. We're
offering you a spot. Want to come?”

“Now?”

“Leveling up first.”

“Contact me again at that time.”

“Such a cold guy.” Ye Cang couldn’t help but smile and murmur,
“We’ve got one person for the quest.”

“Who?” Zhang ZhengXiong asked curiously.
“The guy that sold us your shield.” Ye Cang replied.

Zhang ZhengXiong thought; if he could get such a good shield so
early he must be an expert and nodded.

The three sat on a slightly hot rock, restoring their health. They
were already mid-way up the inactive volcano. The volcanic rocks
here had a dark color. This small inactive volcano wasn’t very tall,
only tens of meters. Lin Le was looking at the black rocks and saw
that not far away, there was a cave. Unable to hold back his



curiosity, he asked, “Brother LiI’White, I'm gonna go in and have a
look...”

Ye Cang thought that at worst, it would be a gathering place for
red slimes. “Lure out two while you’re there.”

Lin Le nodded and entered the cave. Ye Cang and Zhang
ZhengXiong saw that they had healed enough and were about to
stand up when they heard Lin Le’s shrill shout. “Brother
Lil’White! Brother Lil’Xiong! Big dog! A really big dog! Save me!”

In the pitch black cave, Lin Le’s silhouette appeared, looking like
he was in a hurry. The thing that rushed out after him had Ye Cang
and Zhang ZhengXiong so surprised their mouth hung open and
their scalps tingling. An enormous dog squeezed out of the cave. It
was 3 meters tall even on all fours, with crimson eyes and sinister
teeth. On it’s face were two bleeding axe scars. From it’s neck to its
ankles to the tip of it’s tail, it was covered in blood red fur. It’s
body that looked like it was ready to pounce, was 5 meters long. It
let out a mighty “Roar-!!”

Red Furred Flaming Dog - Kivis (Uncommon - Elite): A rare
creature that lives in small volcanos.

Lin Le abruptly rolled, dodging a pounce.
“...” The two froze. What has Lin Le done?

“Bro, escape or fight?” Zhang ZhengXiong looked at the creature
and raised an eyebrow.

“Engage!” Ye Cang immediately entered a focussed state of mind,
and used rapid fire to immediately shoot an arrow. The arrow was
shot towards one of the eyes of the hound that was staring at Lele,
but with a sweep of it’s tail, the arrow was swatted away. It
reached out with it’s solid and sharp claws, slashing towards
Zhang ZhengXiong. Zhang ZhengXiong jumped like a high jumper,
vaulting over it, his waist barely brushing past the claw. When he
landed, his machete slashed at the creature’s nose, causing it to



yelp out in pain.

Lin Le took this opportunity to deliver an upwards chop towards
it’s chin. Ye Cang hurriedly shot another arrow, and then took out
his wand releasing a wind blade, both aimed at the creature’s head.
All of this happened in a split second, causing it heavy injuries and
infuriating it.

“Roar-!” The enormous body shook, and it’s tail whipped
towards Zhang ZhengXiong, leaving a shadow. Zhang ZhengXiong,
hit by the tail, fell to the ground. Even though he had managed to
block with the shield, and he had added most of his points to
Constitution, he still lost a third of his health. Seeing the dog turn
it’s head to bite, he activated his fluorescent ring. White light shot
out followed by a hateful roar. The huge dog raised it’s head,
having lost it’s vision. After roaring, Ye Cang noticed it’s mouth
starting to emit fire. Not good! He shouted, “Get way! It’s going to
breath fire!!”

Zhang ZhengXiong performed an unsightly roll to hastily get up
and escape.

“Lele, prepare to hide behind the nearest rock or pillar!!” Ye Cang
reminded as he arrived at a meter tall rock.

“Mm!” Lin Le saw a tall stalagmite made of volcanic rock nearby.

The huge dog spat out countless washbin sized fireballs. Ye Cang
saw one flying towards his direction and hurriedly hid behind the
rock. The fireball exploded on the rock, leaving behind a pile of
rubble.

ThornyRose’s group of three, who were not far from the volcano,
heard the roar of a large dog like creature, and saw fireballs flying.

“That way! On the volcano!” ThornyRose stepped on the
scorched earth path and lead the way.

“Bro! This thing’s so *! If we get hit by a fireball, we’re dead for
sure.” Zhang ZhengXiong yelled with a bitter smile. “Also, it’s



about to get it’s sight back.”

While it was blind, Ye Cang’s ranged attacks caused it many
injuries. Now having heard that it’s sight was recovering, he sped
up his attacks. The huge dog randomly swung its claws around
blocking many arrows. In a flash, he realised that the dog was
looking at him. It had already recovered its sight! He started to
escape when out of the corner of his eye, he saw the huge dog turn
it’s attention to Lin Le and recklessly pounced.

“...7 Ye Cang stopped, a bit embarrassed. He thought, “What did
that kid do? It still won’t attack me.”

Lin Le was so scared he almost peed himself. He rolled away from
behind the long and thin stalagmite before it broke from the huge
dog’s attack. It turned to look at Lin Le on the ground and opened
it’s mouth wide to bite at him.

Lin Le hurriedly used his axe to block the dog’s mouth. The huge
dog Kivis used its powerful strength to steadily force it’s fierce
teeth towards Lin Le’s throat. Lin Le felt more and more heat
coming from the dog’s mouth as it approached. He could vaguely
see a spark. It’s going to breath fire!!



Chapter 15: Temporary Truce

Ye Cang readied his bow and shot three arrows, two of which
were swept away by the tail. Zhang ZhengXiong also hurried over.

Lin Le looked at those horrible, furious eyes. His own eyes started
to move to look at the bridge of his nose. The huge dog’s eyes also
started to cross against it’s will. It wanted to look away and resist
in confusion but no matter what it tried, it’s eyes wouldn’t obey.

In the end, both man and dog were staring cross-eyed at each
other. The huge dog was confused and let it’s mouth hang open,
but the fire in it’s mouth also calmed down. It could only stay in
place dazed.

Lin Le let out the breath he was holding. He hurried to roll away
from under the dog and ran towards Zhang ZhengXiong, rubbing
his eyes to return them to normal.

“Everyone take out your acid flasks!” Ye Cang knew the effects of
this skill. The moment it received an attack, it would regain
control. They have to take this opportunity to finish it off!

Three people took out their acid flasks.
“Throw!” Ye Cang shouted.

The acid flasks were thrown out. Ye Cang chose to throw his at
the creature’s head. The sound of flasks breaking was heard. The
acid on it’s head started leaking towards its eyes. The huge dog let
out a loud whine, it’s whole body emitting green smoke, and rolled
around on the ground.

“Nows our chance! Finish it off!” Ye Cang took the lead and
charged over. He jumped and stabbed downwards with his
longsword at the dog’s heart. Zhang ZhengXiong saw the huge dog
was trying to stand up using it’s hind legs. While he still had the
chance, he chopped down hard on it’s nose, causing a whine to
echo out.



Lin Le was just a step behind Zhang ZhengXiong. He swung his
two-handed axe at the struggling huge dog, attempting to behead
it. The huge dog opened it’s mouth, blood sprayed out onto the
ground, and it slowly fell over.

“Congratulations, you’ve slain ‘Red Furred Flaming Dog - Kivis’.
Received 350 experience.”

The three of them reached level 6 at the same time. They looked
at the dead Kivis and let out the breath they were holding. Ye Cang
raised his eyebrows as he noticed there was the sound of someone
making their way over. He readied his bow. “Lele, hurry and loot
the corpse. Someone’s coming!”

Zhang ZhengXiong held his machete in front of him and quickly
healed himself for 6 health with his round shield. He had a bad
expression as he watched the path.

Lin Le quickly looted the corpse and stored it away. “Brother
Li’'White, we got a sword and a chest armor.”

Ye Cang remained silent and nodded. Lin Le also prepared for
battle.

Three wonderful silhouettes appeared on the mountain path. Ye
Cang awkwardly touched his nose. Zhang ZhengXiong raised his
shield to, as much as possible, cover his current embarrassing
state. Lin Le played with his eyebrows as he focused on the 3
woman approaching and said gloomily, “They look really familiar,
where have we met them...”

ThornyRose looked at the bow. Currently, Rangers who
possessed a bow could be counted on one-hand, Really New Village
won’t have more than 3 people. Looking at them playing dumb,
she gnashed her teeth even harder. She slowly took out her
longsword.

Ye Cang said without moving his mouth. “Pretend not to
recognize them...”



Before he even finished speaking, Lin Le loudly said, “Brother
LiI’White, those three women look so familiar! Are they the one’s
we accidently...”

Zhang ZhengXiong immediately covered Lin Le’s mouth.
Ye Cang chest became heavy, this damn Lele...

“So it was in fact you three...” ThornyRose looked at the three
and said through clenched teeth.

Zhang ZhengXiong quickly tried to smile and mediate. “Cough-
Cough~ Back then, it was an accident. We planned to help you, but
we messed up a bit. In summary this is what happened. When we
saw you three fighting a boss, we really admired you. We wanted
to give you a hand and maybe exchange contacts and such. My bro
readied his bow, aiming towards the moon, his sharp arrow
drawing a crescent, flying into the distance, as imposing as Sirius.
And myself, with the strength of a tiger...”

“Cough~ Cough-~ In short, it was an accident.” Ye Cang saw the
three women'’s faces becoming more and more green and hurriedly
cut it short with a hollow laugh.

ThornyRose, hearing their words, felt like they were bullying
her. Her anger turned into a smile! The smile continued to become
colder as she looked towards Ye Cang and said coldly, “Then your
meaning?”

FrozenBlood saw the corpse of a huge beast nearby and didn’t
dare to be reckless. If they really ended up fighting, she wasn’t sure
they could win. That big man would not be easy to deal with.
Currently, when there were not many skills, battles mostly relied
on their response times. That bastard was strong.

Ye Cang saw their three faces becoming increasingly ash colored
and knew they didn’t believe them. He took out the wand and said,
“Correct. My brothers words are all true. We had good intentions
and wanted to help you and invite you to join us on a hidden story



quest. But then that little accident happened... Of course, we’re the
one’s who were wrong. We’ll return the equipment that the boss
dropped.”

“What do you think?”

GreenDew almost lost her voice and exclaimed, “Hidden story
quest!?”

ThornyRose remained silent, her expression very complicated.
On one hand she wanted to rush over and tear apart that Ranger
who pierced her behind and caused her to die. On the other hand, a
* hidden story quest was offered to her. Hidden story quests were
the hidden quests that a new player wanted the most, but could
only get depending on their fate. The rewards would be
considerable at the early levels. She thought it over with her arms
crossed, her slender finger tapping on her arm. The veins on her
forehead continued to throb as she closely stared at Ye Cang’s
indifferent silver eyes. She couldn’t help but recall what happened
back at the monstrous bird. She resisted the urge to charge over
and tear him apart and took a deep breath. “You’re telling the
truth? The hidden story quest...”

FrozenBlood saw ThornyRose was planning to cooperate and
didn’t say anything. Not to mention they may not even be able to
defeat them, also there were benefits to be had. They also
understood what happened. It turned out they were just failing at
picking up girls and shot themselves in the foot. Furthermore, she
didn’t know whether to laugh or cry that their first death’s in
Conviction happened like this.

“Of course!” Ye Cang smiled calmly. He showed them the silver
mark that represented a hidden story quest. He slowly walked over
and handed her the wand.

Although they didn’t know the contents, but it really was the
mark of a hidden story quest. ThornyRose resisted the urge to slap
him and cut his hand off, received the wand from Ye Cang and



added each other to their contacts list.

“ThornyRose?” Ye Cang said with a smile. ThornyRose? A Rose
with thorns eh? Such a flashy name.

“PaleSnow...” ThornyRose saw his ID. It turns out this lowlife’s
name was so poetic. A pale mountain bearing snow.

“Now that everyone has shook hands and made up, from now on
we’re good friends. Let us also exchange contacts...” Before Zhang
ZhengXiong even finished speaking, he was stared down by cold
glares from the 3 girls. He awkwardly rubbed his nose and
introduced them. “I'm called HeavenShakingMight. This is
HappyAndCheerful.”

“You can call me Lele.” Lin Le gave a sincere, childlike smile.
“FrozenBlood.” FrozenBlood expressionlessly said.
“GreenDew.” GreenDew sighed.

After the brief and awkward introductions, ThornyRose got
straight to the point and inquired, “How many people can we
bring?”

“8 people” Ye Cang said as he went towards Kivis’ body and took
out his longsword. He got: Red Furred Flaming Dog’s Fur, Meat,
Bones, Heart, Claws, Fang and something else. Ye Cang was
surprised that he got something the other creatures didn’t drop: A
Small Flame Crystal.

Small Flame Crystal: A fire attribute magic crystal. Many
Uses. Can be used in cooking after grinding it into powder.

“Then we’re still missing two. We should bring...” ThornyRose
crossed her arms and watched Ye Cang quickly dismantling the
boss’ corpse. It turned out he had a gathering skill, and not an
ordinary one.

Ye Cang turned and interrupted her. “We already have 7. There’s
someone who is not with us now. As for the last spot, I already



promised Lele that we’d let him go to town and pick a little brother
so he can feel more mighty. Sorry...”

“Brother LilI’White, you’re the best!” Lin Le was abnormally
happy.

The three girls were speechless. ThornyRose looked at Lin Le’s
foolish appearance and had some misgivings in her heart regarding
the final spot. She asked, trying to dispel her doubt, “Who is the
other person?”

“A guy called SpyingBlade.” Ye Cang said, sheathing his
longsword.

“It’s him...” FrozenBlood said a bit surprised.

ThornyRose nodded and didn’t continue speaking. It turned out
it was that guy. Treasure hunter - SpyingBlade. He was actually
also at Really New Village.



Chapter 16: Group Dinner

“The red slimes here are pretty good to train on. That boss you
just killed, what did it drop?” ThornyRose curiously asked the
three who were discussing how to divide the loot.

“Oh~! We got...” Lin Le quickly took out the longsword faintly
emitting a red glow and a red colored light armor, he was about to
announce the stats. Ye Cang slapped him on the back of the head.
“You’'re too talkative!” Having said that, he glared at him.

Lin Le covered where he was slapped and pouted. “Brother
Lil’White, that hurts.”

“...” The three women were speechless. How old was this Lin Le
really? He was like a little kid.

Ye Cang checked the item’s stats.

Flaming Dog’s Fang (Excellent)
Category: One Handed Sword
Requirements: 7 Strength, 6 Dexterity
Damage: 6 -9
Additional Fire Damage: 1-3
+1 Strength
+1 Dexterity

e Flame Strike
The next 2 strikes within 20 seconds will deal an additional 10 fire damage.
Cooldown: 10 minutes.

Flaming Dog’s Guard (Excellent)
Category: Light Armor
Requirements: 12 Constitution
+3 Defence
+2 Constitution
+5 Fire Resistance

e Flaming Dog’s Guard



Upon activation, gain a barrier that blocks 30 fire damage for 30 seconds.
Cooldown: 15 minutes.

Ye Cang saw the stats and secretly praised. He took the
longsword and hung it on his waist to the left. This would be his
main hand weapon. His original common sword was moved to the
other side to use as an offhand when required. The armor was
given to Zhang ZhengXiong to equip. Once Zhang ZhengXiong put
on the chest guard, he looked much taller and his back much
straighter.

ThornyRose saw the longsword emitting a thread of red light. It
was an magic weapon, so it must be at least excellent quality. Her
own weapon was a fine quality longsword and was considered
pretty good. Her shield was also fine quality. She looked at the
longsword and felt sorry for it, it ended up in the hands of a jack-
of-all-trades Ranger.

“You already have a ranged weapon, how about lending me that
sword? I'll return it after the hidden story quest...” ThornyRose
couldn’t help but ask.

Ye Cang thought it over. It could be considered repayment for
that time with the monstrous bird. He took off the Flaming Dog’s
Fang and handed it over. “Here!”

“I can lend you the chest guard too. We can even exchange...”
Zhang ZhengXiong quickly took off the armor. He saw how happy
ThornyRose was after receiving the longsword, she even lent her
own sword to Ye Cang. However she unhappily looked at Zhang
ZhengXiong and said, “Get lost!”

Zhang ZhengXiong rubbed his nose and put his armor back on.

ThornyRose brought FrozenBlood and GreenDew to join Ye
Cang’s party. She saw their health were all pretty low and said,
“Let’s sit and heal for a bit.”

“A’Xiong, make a fire...” Ye Cang faintly smiled and took out his



iron pot. He handed over the materials required to make a fire
from his backpack.

Zhang ZhengXiong rapidly started the fire. Ye Cang took the iron
pot and, in front of the doubtful gazes of the girls, thought about
trying a new recipe. He threw in some Red Slime Gel, Red Slime’s
Eyes, Feral Wolf’s Bones, some seasoning, and mixed it all in with a
spoon. Red bubbles gurgled, as the smell slowly spread.

“Cooking skill?” Ye Cang gave ThornyRose and the girls another
surprise. It turns out he has more than just a gathering skill.

“Congratulations on creating a new recipe. Please give it a
name.”

“Red Slime and Feral Wolf Stew.”

Red Slime and Feral Wolf Stew Restore 2 health every 5
seconds while eating.
Gain +1 strength, +1 dexterity, and +5 fire resistance for 1 hours.
(Eating will cause dizziness and make you feel extremely
unwell.)

If green slime and feral wolf stew stunk like the sewers, then red
slime would make people cry. When you smell it, it will assault
your mind with it’s stink. The three girls around the fire looked
suspiciously at Ye Cang who was cooking. Can this even be eaten?

“Eat up. It’s good for your.” Ye Cang indifferently said. Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le were sweating and trembling as they raised
their head, reminiscing. They started to regret becoming
professional gamers. The price was too great...

Even the cold as ice FrozenBlood couldn’t help but scoot her butt
away a few steps. Is he sure that’s edible?

ThornyRose saw the food’s stats and was happy but at the same
time, she made a big frown. To eat or not to eat? Not eat? This
thing gave as much attributes as a piece of equipment, and the
health recovery was tens of times faster than sitting and healing



naturally. They could save a lot of time, not to mention the fire
resistance will be effective here. But if she ate it, forget the smell,
just looking at the dried up eyeballs floating on the red soup made
her sick. She slowly looked up towards the originator of this evil
practice, Ye Cang.

Zhang ZhengXiong looked at the beauties and gave a few heroic
laughs. He filled a bowl and wolfed it down. Lin Le saw that Zhang
ZhengXiong had started eating, his ahoge stood up as he hurried to
catch up. At this moment, one was eating, his face as ferocious as a
beast’s. The other was crying like he was a girl who was wronged.

Ye Cang mumbled as he ate, he repeatedly tried to urge the girls,
“Withstand bitterness and rise above it. Withstand bitterness...”
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ThornyRose looked at the three of them, her scalp becoming
numb. She clenched her teeth. How can a girl lose out to a guy! She
reached out and grabbed a bowl to start eating. Her pretty
eyebrows began to twist and distort. FrozenBlood also
downheartedly started eating. She bit her bowl making a Ke~ Ke~
sound. GreenDew also reached out, one hand eating, the other
hand pinching her thigh. She repeatedly thought, “What a rotten
game! Why can’t we turn off our sense of taste and smell!”

When the six finished healing, they all showed the white of their
eyes, fainting momentarily. Ye Cang’s group of three took the lead
and got up first.

Ye Cang resisted the urge to vomit and proudly said, “Hmph-~ It’s
just a simple home-cooked meal...”

Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le were speechless. They turned
around and heaved.

The three girls got up and felt extremely unwell, like they wanted
to throw up but couldn’t. They leaned against the warm rocks and
tried their best to throw up.



A few seconds later.

ThornyRose wiped her mouth, and sighed. She saw the three of
them quietly enduring it. These three were tough as f**king beasts.
She slowly got up and calmly said, “Ok, now that we’re healed up,
let’s train.”

FrozenBlood and GreenDew also understood. This healing and
buff was really useful, especially the resistance. They glanced at
the leftovers in the pot and covered their mouths.

The six of them continued up the windy mountain road. The
whole way, any red slimes were slaughtered and harvested.
Unfortunately, they were immune to the fire damage from
ThornyRose’s sword. What made ThornyRose raise an eyebrow
was Zhang ZhengXiong’s impressive operating ability. His reaction
speed was extremely fast and he was good at grasping
opportunities. Although Lin Le’s operating ability was average, he
actually had a hidden class, though she didn’t know what class it
was. As for Ye Cang, ThornyRose didn’t know what to say about
him. However she wouldn’t judge too soon, he should have some
special techniques. The speed at which he shot arrows was
bizarrely fast.

Zhang ZhengXiong took the role of tank with his fire resistance
and the 30 points of fire protection. He barely lost any health. He
also used his shield to heal allowing him to fight without fear.

After a few hours, they’d slain over a hundred slimes. They were
so quick and efficient that ThornyRose was moved. But the
moment she remembered eating that thing, her stomach would
begin to revolt.

Following the winding trail up the mountain, everyone
continued climbing to the top.

At dusk, Ye Cang stood by a cliff and watched the setting sun.
The forest grew darker while the river turned gold, reflecting the
sunlight. His eyes also reflected the color of the sun, flickering



gold. Nearby, he could hear laughter as Zhang ZhengXiong teased
Lin Le.

ThornyRose watched him survey the distant scenery, still not
knowing what to think of him. Her beautiful eyes couldn’t help but
lower and stare at his butt. She thought back to the incident and
considered taking revenge but shook her head and thought,
“What’s there to think about!? I'm not a pervert.” She sighed and
walked forwards.



Chapter 17: To The Peak

After being together for a while, ThornyRose realised that these
three guys were not bad. She also learned that they were new to
gaming, but their luck was really good. Right at the beginning they
managed to get a good profession, and even a hidden class. She
looked at Zhang ZhengXiong and asked, “You're a fighter who
focuses on constitution with some strength?”

“Ah~ no. I'm a priest...” Zhang ZhengXiong replied casually. He
then turned back and used the story about the human organ theft
in the western district to scare Lin Le.

[13 2

ThornyRose, FrozenBlood, and GreenDew were all
speechless. This guy was unexpectedly a f**king priest?

ThornyRose’s chest felt heavy. He’s taking a priest and playing
like a fighter. It was a bit too late to remind him, but with good
intentions, she asked, “Don’t tell me you added your points to...”

Zhang ZhengXiong turned back and patted his chest. “No
problem! A healthy body is a healthy mind.”

The three girls were dumbfounded. These three guys, each was
dumber than the last.

Ye Cang laughed. Although he didn’t know at first, after
acquiring some information, he knew priests needed Wisdom.
However, A’Xiong actually successfully got a passive that adds a
percentage of his Constitution to his Wisdom. Though his Wisdom
couldn’t compare to a wisdom focused priest, it wouldn’t be too
low.

“However, a high Constitution priest has a good survival rate.
But you’ll still need a bit of Wisdom to support it. Too bad we don’t
know all the branches of each class in this game. There’s too little
information.” FrozenBlood raised her smart eyebrows. This was
something that made every large guild cautious.



At nightfall, darkness covered their field of view. They all took
out their torches. Attracted to the torchlight, red slimes swarmed
in, delivering to them experience and materials. Lin Le managed to
loot an old sheepskin from one of the corpses. “Brother Lil’'White,
it’s a recipe that I can use!”

“Bring it over and let me see.” Ye Cang took the recipe.
ThornyRose looked at Lin Le. More than one of them had a
profession? How did they acquire them?

Minor Flame Flask - Recipe: A Recipe to create a Minor Flame
Flask. Deal 15 fire damage to a target and have a chance to deal
burn damage over time. (Requirements: Alchemist or Arm’s
Dealer)

“Do you have someone who can learn this recipe?” Ye Cang
looked between the recipe and ThornyRose and asked.

ThornyRose shook her head. There still hadn’t been any word of
an alchemy instructor NPC in the village.

“Lele, you can learn it then.” Ye Cang handed it to Lin Le.

“Bro! A skill book appeared! Heavy Strike!” Zhang ZhengXiong
also looted something good. ThornyRose raised her eyebrows
surprised. Good guy! A skillbook dropped. She was a bit moved.

Ye Cang took the skill book.

Heavy Strike
Perform a heavy attack at the target, dealing 150% damage.
Cost: 10 rage (Requirements: A class that uses rage)
Cooldown: 10 seconds

The three of them faced each other. “Rock, Paper, Scissors!”
“Scissors!” Ye Cang.
“Paper!” Zhang ZhengXiong.

“Paper!” Lin Le.



“Mine...” Ye Cang wanted to claim it.

“Hey! This is something we got together!” ThornyRose saw the
three of them ignoring her to play their game and roared. The
more she learned about these three guys, the more surprised she
was.

Ye Cang froze for a second then immediately said. “Forgot... then
let’s go again together.”

FrozenBlood facepalmed. Just how new and primitive were these
three.

“Let’s roll for them. Only those who have rage...” ThornyRose
sighed. She figured they also didn’t know how to roll. She
demonstrated, “Like this. Watch. The one who rolls highest gets
it.” She then rolled the dice and got a 2.

The three guys threw out their dice. Ye Cang got a 1. Zhang
ZhengXiong got 15. Lin Le got 100.

“Twon! Iwon!” Lin Le cheered.

“This time didn’t count. I was just demonstrating. Also, Shaking
Bear, what is a priest like you rolling for...” ThornyRose saw her
own roll and hurriedly said while blushing with shame.

“Ah, miss, you can call me A’Xiong. Actually, when my
Constitution passed 20 and my Strength reached 10, the system
told me I unlocked Rage.” Zhang ZhengXiong replied.

“Get lost! You'’re the miss!” ThornyRose roared. She felt that
anything that comes out of a loser like Zhang ZhengXiong’s mouth
became rotten, especially since he was a priest that had rage. The
system probably already thought he was a fighter! She put her
hand on her forehead and sighed.

“Then... Madam?” Ye Cang played with his eyebrows and tried.

“That’s good. Her name is a bit hard to pronounce. Madam...”
Zhang ZhengXiong thought over it seriously and nodded.



“Madam, you're trying to cheat?” Lin Le pouted, feeling
wronged.

ThornyRose saw that the three of them had come to an
agreement. Madam your sister! She roared again, “I'm not
Madam!”

FrozenBlood couldn’t help laughing happily. “Very good.
Madam...”

GreenDew was on the side, covering her mouth and trying to
hold in her laughter.

“Icy! You!” ThornyRose powerlessly sighed. “I’'m probably a bit
older than you all. You can call me Sister Rose.”

“Ok. Madam ThornyRose!” Ye Cang laughed.
“Mm! Beautiful Madam!” Zhang ZhengXiong said.

“Madam Rose. It’s my win!” Lin Le hugged the skill book not
wanting to let it go.

“Madam Leader, just give it to him.” FrozenBlood said holding
back her laughter.

“Madam Rose, a white dagger dropped over here.” GreenDew
joined in.

“Don’t call me Madam!!!” Her roar echoed out throughout the
volcano.

The six of them continued walking and clearing out the red
slimes and the large bats that appear at night. Partway up, they ran
into a small swarm of bats. The 10 or so large bats caught the six of
them unprepared. Fortunately, there weren’t too many of them.
Flaming Dog’s Fang that was in ThornyRose’s hand spouted flame
as it struck. Two hit’s caused extraordinary damage. ThornyRose
was becoming too attached to it. If she brought it to PK, now that
players didn’t have much defence, and she activated flame strike,
two strikes, each dealing 20+ damage could instantly kill a player.



Of course, it wouldn’t work on guys like Zhang ZhengXiong, who
had fire resistance, a defensive skill, and even high Constitution.
Zhang ZhengXiong currently had over 80 health.

Now that Lin Le learned Heavy Strike, his damage increased by a
lot. After the ambush, their food buffs had almost run out. They
also needed to heal. However, they were almost at the top.

“Mada...” Before Ye Cang could finish speaking, ThornyRose
gave him a murderous glare. “Sister Rose, lets heal a bit.”

Everyone looked at the red liquid in the pot. ThornyRose felt
powerless, she said giving Ye Cang a serious look, “Can’t you make
it taste a bit better? It doesn’t need to be good, just edible.”

“Eh-~, this is the just how red slimes taste. Though I have a recipe
that is edible, it doesn’t give fire resistance.” Ye Cang shook his
head.

Everyone sighed. Although they’ve already eaten it many times,
they still couldn’t help shivering and being nauseated by the stink.
After everyone recovered consciousness, they continued up the
mountain path.

They walked the rugged mountain path until they reached a
steep slope leading to the peak. ThornyRose signaled to stop.
“FrozenBlood, go take a look.”

Without a fuss, FrozenBlood sheathed her dagger at her waist
and began quietly climbing up. She climbed as nimbly as a lizard,
her figure looked graceful and elegant. She didn’t run into any
problems on the way up and her speed was very fast.

Not far away, Ye Cang watched FrozenBlood’s noiseless and
elegant climbing motions. She was a natural at concealment.

Zhang ZhengXiong stroked his chin and praised, “Amazing.”
Ye Cang slowly nodded. “Indeed.”



Chapter 18: Hemlock Longbow

“Everyone come up. Besides a cave, there’s nothing else up here.”
FrozenBlood voice arrived from above. Everyone started climbing
up and arrived at the cave.

“Let’s go in and take a look.” ThornyRose reached out her hand
to feel the temperature of the cave and took the lead to enter.
Everyone followed after her, one after the other. The floor was
rugged and uneven, the passage was narrow, and the torchlight
didn’t reach very far. Everyone advanced cautiously. Along the
way they faced waves of bats. They eventually left the passage and
entered an area with flat floors and spent some time reorganizing.
Ye Cang took out his new Red Slime and Bat Stew. It lost the buff
to Dexterity but instead improved night vision, tempting
everyone. However, the taste was even worse than stewing wolves.

Although it was disgusting, ThornyRose was still a bit envious. It
was a very useful skill, and greatly reduced the amount of time
needed to level. Healing items were extremely expensive. One
small red potion sold for 15 silver each at the NPC and it healed
very little. As for blue potions, no one has seen them yet. Waiting
for mana to recover really was a pain in the ass. That’s why
ThornyRose made GreenDew control her mana. She wouldn’t use
more than one spell on a normal monster, so that when an elite
monster appeared, they would have enough to deal it with it.

What everyone didn’t know was that, as a half-elf, Ye Cang could
see a lot further in the dark than the others, but not as far as a full
elf. Light faintly flickered in his silver eyes. He pointed at the rocks
to the right and said, “There’s a cave on that side.”

Everyone looked over and could only see pitch-black, moreover it
was in the middle of nowhere. ThornyRose looked at Ye Cang’s
eyes that shined like a nocturnal animal’s. “You’re not human?”

Ye Cang shrugged and said, “Mm, I can’t say I’'m not. I'm a Half-



Elf.”

Zhang ZhengXiong finally realised. No wonder he always notice
things before them.

FrozenBlood already thought it was a bit weird. Every time a bat
came, it was always him who warned everyone. She herself had an
improved sense of smell, but not augmented vision.

ThornyRose looked at the three of them: Hidden Class, Hidden
Race, Professions, What else? She didn’t want to ask. “Since you
have night vision, then let’s have you be responsible for scouting.
Go take a look ahead.”

Ye Cang nodded. He brought everyone to a steep slope, jumped
up and started climbing. Everyone followed closely behind him.
When they climbed into the cave, the inside was just a small
hollow with two treasure chests. He said with excitement, “There’s
two treasure chests!”

Treasure chests!? Everyone quickly climbed in.

ThornyRose wanted to say that each group would get one, but Ye
Cang had already opened one. He saw that inside was completely
empty and asked, “Why is there nothing at all?” He took the chest
and turned it upside down, then in anger he smashed it onto the
ground with a “Bang~"
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ThornyRose was speechless. A treasure chest was
unexpectedly empty, then the other one must definitely have
something. She was sure that no other player had been here
before.

Ye Cang turned and looked towards the other chest. He slowly
reached over with his evil hands. “Let me see this one...”

Zhang ZhengXiong performed a flying tackle, knocking him
down. “Lele, hurry and open it!!”

The three girl’s were stunned. What were they doing? Going so
far just for a chest.



“Believe me! This one’s empty, so if I open the other one, I'll
definitely get something good! No, this chest was probably empty
from the beginning! It’s a fake! Release me! Let me open it!” Ye
Cang wiggled and reached out trying to touch the chest.

Lin Le opened the treasure chest. “Brother Lil’White! Brother
LiI’Xiong! There’s a bow and a helmet.”

“Something for me!?” Ye Cang excitedly grabbed the bow from
Lin Le. It was a very textured wooden longbow that was 120cm
long.

Hemlock Longbow (Excellent)
Category: Longbow
Requirements: 11 Strength or 13 Dexterity
Damage: 5-9
+1 Strength
+1 Dexterity
+10m Range

“Bro! Every time you open a chest or loot a boss, nothing ever
comes out. Now you’ve wasted a chest.” Zhang ZhengXiong
grumbled.

“F**k off! The chest was definitely already empty! It was
definitely so. I never got to show off the power of these hands,
otherwise we’d definitely get a divine tool.” Ye Cang raised his
right hand and earnestly said, absolutely sure of it.

Zhang ZhengXiong sighed without replying.

ThornyRose and the girls were confused. FrozenBlood touched
her brows. Weren’t they being too superstitious? Lucky or unlucky
might affect it a bit, but in the end, it was just randomly
calculated, how much could luck affect it? At best it was him
looting things of low quality that rarely had drops. She’s never
heard of a chest having something then being empty when
someone opened it. However, Lin Le was indeed very lucky. Fine



quality equipment were already as rare as phoenixes and unicorns,
not to mention Excellent ones.

Ye Cang took the bow and equipped it. “I'm taking this bow, any
objections?”

For the longbow, ThornyRose and the girl’s had no objections.
Although the stats were good, only he could use it well since it was
one of the weapons the jack-of-all-trades Ranger could use. She
asked, “Let’s see the helmet.”

Lin Le nodded and took leather hat with a few metal rivets.

Iron Riveted Leather Hat (Fine)
Category: Light Helmet
Requirements: 15 Constitution, 10 Strength
+2 Defence
+1 Constitution

Since his group had already gotten something, he handed the hat
over to ThornyRose.

“Was his bad luck as extraordinary as he said?” GreenDew looked
at the open chest doubtfully.

“Try this and we’ll know.” FrozenBlood took out a pouch. “This
is a money bag rewarded from a quest. It can have from 1 silver to 1
gold (100 silver) total. Let’s see your luck.”

ThornyRose raised an eyebrow. Currently, in game currency was
in high demand. The three of them together didn’t even have 1
gold. Even on the black-market, supply doesn’t meet the demand.
Although this coin pouch was not worth much, it could at least
give them a couple tens of silver. If they were lucky, they could
even get seventy or eighty. This made her worry.

“Cough~ Cough~ Hand it over!” Ye Cang smiled calmly. He took
the coin pouch, slowly opened it and froze.

Ye Cang threw the bag away, trying very hard to stay calm. “OKk,



the bag was fake. Go find the bastard that gave it to you and refund
it...”

“Remember to give a bad rating.” Lin Le thought it was really
fake and reminded FrozenBlood.

“...” ThornyRose and the girls were speechless. They turned and
looked at the empty bag and let out a sigh. Didn’t it say the least
you could get was 1 silver? It turns out there was actually a guy
who couldn’t even find 1 silver. They looked at the empty chest
and felt like their hearts would stop.

ThornyRose became gloomy. A good harvest was spoiled by this
poor Ranger. A perfectly good chest was ruined. She felt her heart
hurt a bit. “That poor... Cough~ Cough~ PaleSnow. If there’s a
chest or a boss or anything, please stand far away.”

“Sister Rose, it’s no use. The moment my bro sees a boss’s corpse
or a closed chest, he becomes like a hungry ghost.” Zhang
ZhengXiong said with a sigh. The three women thought back to the
previous scene and realized, no wonder he had to stall him so
desperately.

“Madam. What happened earlier, in short, it was unexpected. It
could happen to anyone. You have to believe in my...” Ye Cang
again, slowly raised his right hand and smiled.

“I'm not Madam!” ThornyRose shouted as soon as she heard
Madam. She looked at Ye Cang’s extended right hand, and thought
back to what happened at the monstrous bird. She gnashed her
teeth and really wanted to chop it off.



Chapter 19: Straight Thrust

Scaling down the rock wall, they continued making their way
along the volcanic rock path. Their torchlight revealed two paths.

“Which way?” Zhang ZhengXiong asked.

ThornyRose looked back and forth between the two openings.
She looked to the left, then said, “Looking at the flow of the air,
the left side should be the main path. The right side’s airflow is
very slow, it should lead to a dead end. However, there might be
more chests or other loot. Let’s go right first.”

Treasure!? Ye Cang rubbed his hands together and directly went
towards the right. “Let’s go! Right side first.”

ThornyRose quickly stood infront of him, blocking his path.
“Shaking Bear, you and I will be in front.”

Zhang ZhengXiong helplessly said, “Ah, Sister Rose, please call
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me...

2

“Less nonsense, hurry up.” ThornyRose interrupted. Zhang
ZhengXiong sighed and took the lead to go in. Everyone followed
behind.

The flapping sounds of wings were heard before an attacker
abruptly entered the torchlight.

“Bat swarm!” Ye Cang readied his longbow. He looked into the
pitch-black that only he could see in and counted. “Alot! At least
15!”

“Defend the passage opening! GreenDew, prepare your magic
missiles!” ThornyRose stepped towards the left and readied her
shield. Flames surged forth to cover her long sword as she
activated Flame Strike. FrozenBlood stood behind her and readied
her dagger with a reverse grip. Zhang ZhengXiong held his
machete in front, prepared to strike out, as he stood to the right
side. Lin Le, listening to Ye Cang, stood behind Zhang ZhengXiong.



His two-handed axe held tightly, waiting for action.

GreenDew began chanting an incantation. Her wand emitted
light as magic coursed through it.

Shoo~ Shoo~

Ye Cang now had the Hemlock Longbow which had longer range
so he began attacking first. He entered a focused state to use Rapid
Fire. Needless to say, he was extremely accurate. Every arrow hit a
bat’s wing, shooting it down from the air. The Hemlock Longbow’s
power and penetrating ability was much better than the other
bow. Any arrow he fired would penetrate in deeply, causing a
serious wound.

ThornyRose looked at Ye Cang shoot out a ridiculous amount of
arrows in a mere second, and he was as accurate as
ElegantFragrance (AN: Thorns and Roses’ chief archer who is not
in Really New Village). This guy should be the same as her,
someone who’s extremely proficient with the bow.

Magic missiles flashed by. Due to the wand enhancing the spell’s
power by +2, the original 3 missiles became 4. It was then followed
by the wand’s active ability: Wind Blade, which flew straight at the
bat swarm. Bang~ Bang~ Countless silhouettes of bats, hit by the
magic, fell and slid towards them, defeated.

“They’re coming!” ThornyRose welcomed the first bat with a
slash of her longsword clad in fiery light. The flames flowing along
the sword made short work of it. Her shield also easily swatted
another one out of the sky. Using her superior senses, FrozenBlood
saw the bat that was knocked down, and quickly and quietly
stabbed down on it with her daggers. On the other side, Zhang
ZhengXiong was even more crazy. He used his machete, his shield
and even his body to block countless bats. He was like a small
mountain as his high constitution allowed him to withstand bigger
collisions. Lin Le used his two handed axe and attacked
tenaciously, blocking the gap to the right of Zhang ZhengXiong.



Every bat that came to him would be chopped down. He saw that
three bats had thrown themselves onto Zhang ZhengXiong and
quickly went over and used his axe’s shaft to knock them off.

“FrozenBlood, cover me, my life is low! Shaking Bear! Heal me a
bit with your shield!” ThornyRose knocked a bat away with her
shield and quickly retreated. FrozenBlood understood and took her
place. Her dagger danced as it stabbed into the necks of the bats,
not missing even once. She even Kkicked out with her legs. It
seemed she had to rely on only herself to block this gap. Suddenly,
she was forced to take a step back and appeared to have
misstepped. ThornyRose who was behind her charged in shield
raised and her sword slashed out. She then bent and ducked down.
GreenDew’s second cast of Magic Missile whistled above her head,
passed by FrozenBlood’s chest and attacked while traveling in a
spiral. The three of them were extremely well coordinated, like it
was all planned beforehand.

On the other side, after Zhang ZhengXiong cast a heal, he shook
off a bat that was clinging to him. Lin Le acted as his blade was
both fierce and effective. Ye Cang continued releasing arrows at
the nearby bats in a calculated manner, as they got up, they were
shot again and Kkilled. The fight was nearing it’s end. Zhang
ZhengXiong and Lin Le traded spots to share the damage. Even Ye
Cang who was at the back had come to fill in the gap. All the
monster had entered melee range so there wasn’t room to use his
bow, and also to save on arrows as he didn’t have many left.

As the battle gradually concluded, Thorny rose counted that
there were 17 bats. This was the biggest wave of bats that they’ve
experienced so far. Although it was difficult, it was still easily
within their means. Wait, she suddenly noticed the system only
sent 16 messages! Not Good!

Lin Le, whose health was very low, arrived at the back and sat
down. He put down his axe to mentally prepare himself for the
‘meal’. Suddenly, out of the densely packed pile of bat corpses, one



charged out. Lin Le’s ahoge stood up as he let out a voice, “Ahh!”
He quickly reached out, wanting to grab his axe, but the bat was
already right in front of his eyes. “Ah... I'm going to be sent back to
town.” He thought this in his final moments.

Everyone had just turned their heads and only had time to blink.
A silver light flashed. Before everyone even looked over, Ye Cang
had already drawn his longsword and slashed at the large bat.

Everyone let out the breath they were holding. Good thing they
didn’t lose a member.

“Brother LiI’'White. That was so dangerous, good thing you’re
around.” Lin Le looked at Ye Cang gratefully and said.

Ye Cang flung the bat away and petted Lin Le’s head without
saying a word.

“Congratulations on creating a skill. Please give it a name.”

“Straight Thrust.” Ye Cang gave it an ordinary name.

Straight Thrust (Self-Created - PaleSnow)
Perform an extremely fast thrust at the target, dealing 133%
damage. Its speed approaches the limit. It’s damage and range
will improve along with attributes.
Cost: 10 Energy
Cooldown: 15 seconds

“Such a weird thrust. It must be a self-made skill.” FrozenBlood
said wrinkling her brows. She also had her own self-made skills,
but they weren’t as shocking as this one. Fast, it was just pure
speed.

By the time everyone had turned around, Ye Cang had already
slain the bat, only FrozenBlood got a good look at the thrust, the
rest only saw the outcome. However, all FrozenBlood saw was the
moment he pulled out his sword, then it had already skewered the
bat.



This guy is not simple, she thought to herself. She knew that for
a period of time, there would be no evasive skills, and she knew she
could absolutely not dodge this thrust.

“FrozenBlood, what are you thinking about?” ThornyRose saw
FrozenBlood staring at Ye Cang and asked casually.

“Nothing...” FrozenBlood shook her head and didn’t say. She
started taking light steps towards the corpses.

Ye Cang reached out and looted the first corpse. “Nothing.” He
dismantled the body then moved on to the second one which also
didn’t have anything. He frowned and said, “This thing’s drop rate
is so low.”

Everyone else managed to find some white equipment and
replaced their current ones.

ThornyRose sighed. It’s just some small corpses, letting him loot
two or three is still ok. Although the drop rate was low, it still
wasn’t as low as when Ye Cang looted.

“Brother LiI’'White! Brother Lil’White! I looted a ring from that
monster you stabbed just now! For you!” Lin Le held out a wooden
ring with a bat fang embedded in it and happily passed it over.

The three girls immediately perked their ears. A ring dropped?
They quickly went over to see the stats.

Nocturnal Bat Tooth (Common)
Category: Ring
Requirements: Strength 7 or Dexterity 9
+1% Lifesteal



Chapter 20: A Bat in a Lava Cave

“This ring is pretty good, it can save you some time healing.
Moreover, you never know if that little bit of health will save your
life. Most importantly, it’s a ring.” FrozenBlood assessed.
GreenDew saw that it wasn’t useful for her and lost interest.
ThornyRose was a bit moved, her ring finger was still empty.

“Lets bid on it. The highest bid gets it and everyone splits the
money. What do you guys think?” ThornyRose stated her opinion.
Rings were rare and 1% lifesteal was pretty good.

“We’re fine with whatever.” Ye Cang shrugged.

“How much can we raise by?” Zhang ZhengXiong also wanted it.
Lin Le just listened to Ye Cang.

“Let’s do 10 silver.” ThornyRose thought a bit and decided to use
the standards for a fine equipment. Afterall, it’s a ring.

“What’s the highest you’re willing to bid?” Ye Cang asked,
playing with his eyebrow.
“30 silver. “ ThornyRose didn’t know why he asked. Did he want

her to pay the max price?

“Give me 30 silver and it’s yours.” Ye Cang said holding out his
hand.

“Then you have to have 30 silver to force me to bid that high!!”
ThornyRose said, putting her hand on her forehead.

Ye Cang took out a gold coin, and tossed it into the air and
covered it with both hands, “Guess which hand?”

“Guess your sister!” ThornyRose chest tightened. This kid was so
rich!? Right now money was extremely hard to get. In a bad mood,
she took out 17 silver coins and said, “This is you three’s share, the
missing silver is repayment for opening our coin bag.”

“Eh? You can do that?” Ye Cang took the money and didn’t know



what to say. “That bag was probably empty from the start. It was
fake.”

ThornyRose glared at him. Lin Le thought of something, he took
out 3 gold coins and gave it to Ye Cang. “Brother Lil’White, I forgot
to give it to you to safeguard.”

“Oh right, here’s mine too.” Zhang Zhengxiong also took out 3
gold.

The three girls couldn’t help gasping. This was already 6 gold.
They definitely got it from completing a mission. If each of them
had 3 coins, then didn’t they have 9 gold altogether?

“Lowlife... Cough~ Cough~. PaleSnow, how about selling some
gold to me? You don’t have to worry about the price.” ThornyRose
earnestly asked.

“Bro, let’s sell some to Sister Rose.” Zhang ZhengXiong added in.
He then pulled Ye Cang over and whispered, “We’re running out of
money for this month. The ‘Leach off our siblings’ plan failed and
Lele didn’t receive any help from his family...”

Ye Cang counted his gold holding back tears. They had over 20
gold, it should be ok to sell 10 or so. Although Ye Cang hadn’t
played games before, he knew that this money would serve as their
foundation in the future. It would be used to buy equipment and
whatnot. Seeing that gold was still rare, he sighed and thought for
a bit. “At most i’ll sell you two gold.”

Thorny Rose followed the current price in the black market of
100 federal dollars per copper, and transferred 2 million federal
dollars. She reached out her hand and said, “Now give it to me.”

Ye Cang took out two gold coins and unwillingly handed it over.
“Please treat them well...”

“...” ThornyRose speechlessly received them.

“We can eat well this month.” Ye Cang turned back and smiled.



“Brother Lil’'White, Hurray!” Lin Le happily cheered like a child.

The three girls thought to themselves again, just how young was
Lele? ThornyRose was speechless as she watched the three of
them. She felt the three of them were all weird, but they gave
people a simple and happy feeling. She didn’t know why, but being
with them was very comfortable. She saw Ye Cang’s smile that was
not cold nor weak and thought of her old grievance. She gnashed
her teeth. She hadn’t given up on her revenge, she was just waiting
for the right time!

After a little break, ThornyRose shivered and looked at the food
in the pot. No matter how many times she ate it, she couldn’t get
use to it. FrozenBlood also couldn’t help showing some emotion
each time. GreenDew’s hands unconsciously shook as they rested
on her thighs.

After healing up, everyone started looking around. Seeing the
path on the right, the six of them cautiously advanced, following
the right passage. Ahead, the narrow passage opened up into a 100
meter wide cave. In the middle, there was a tepid pool of water
which reflected the torchlight. The sound of dripping water
echoed throughout the cave as drops fell from the many different
sized stalactites. Ye Cang looked up and stopped his steps. “Wait.
There’s a boss inside! It’s a bat!”

Everyone stopped. Ye Cang squinted to see. Above the pool of
water was an enormous bat. It suddenly opened it’s eyes revealing
two red and ferocious lights. It looked at the people not far away.
Screech-~! A high pitched, ear piercing sound resounded.

Volcano Bat Chief - Sai (Uncommon Elite)

After the shriek, dozens of large nocturnal bats opened their
eyes, releasing ominous lights.

The sound of flapping wings echoed throughout the cave.

“Retreat back to the passage! Don’t let them dive down on us!!”



ThornyRose yelled. Everyone hurriedly withdrew towards the
narrow passage. “Keep to the walls! Don’t get dived on!!”

Ye Cang looked towards the passage. There was a volcanic rock
protruding on the left side. He hurried to it and called everyone,
“Come to me!!”

Once everyone leapt towards the volcanic rock, ThornyRose
frowned looking at the boss. One boss was already troublesome
enough, and now there’s small ones too. They need to control it a
bit. “GreenDew cast magic missile! PaleSnow, attack too. Shoot
down as many as you can!”

GreenDew began chanting her magic. At this moment, a big
shadow as well as dozens of smaller shadows flew past everyone,
narrowly missing. They could feel the wind from their wings. The
bats had trouble turning to get behind the rock protrusion and
whizzed past them into the narrow passage. Ye Cang prepared his
bow and several arrows shot out hitting several bats on their
wings. Magic missiles were also whistled into the passage, hitting
several bats.

“Don’t stand around! Take your torches and go in! PaleSnow,
what’s it like inside?” ThornyRose quickly advanced towards the
passage and everyone closely followed her. Ye Cang shot his bow as
he moved. He dived into the passage entrance. “There are many
stalagmites and boulders. We should be able to hide!”

ThornyRose estimated the length of the cave. It was probably
about time they encountered the bats. They’ve probably had long
enough to reach a wider area and turn around already. She
hurriedly shouted, “Come here to this pillar!!”

The group followed ThornyRose and arrived at a nearby large
stalagmite.

“Me and Zhang ZhengXiong will take on the big one.
FrozenBlood help us pin down the others. PaleSnow, Lele,
GreenDew, focus on clearing up the smaller ones. We’re short on



time, so provide support whenever you can. Anyways, they should
be in disorder now, and there should be a few who can’t fly
anymore in the passage, nothing dangerous.”

Ye Cang had nothing to add to ThornyRoses division of duty, so
he nodded. He left the stalagmite and found a nearby hiding place.
He counted the arrows in his quiver, and figured there should be
barely enough. He leaned out from cover, preparing to shoot his
bow, and took a glance at Lin le and the magician girl. He suddenly
couldn’t remember her name. “Lele, remember to protect that
whatever her name is.”

“Ok!” Lin Le cleverly nodded. He looked at GreenDew and very
seriously urged, “You. My Brother Lil’White told me to protect
you. Listen well, don’t run all over the place, ok?”

GreenDew heard that Ye Cang and Lin Le unexpectedly didn’t
remember her name. As for Lin Le’s tone which was like he was
talking down to a child, made her chest feel heavy. She glared at
him but not lowering herself to their level, she said grumpily, “I'm
not called you. Remember, I’'m called GreenDew.”

“Whatever, focus on the battle. Really...” Lin Le complained
quietly. He held is axe tightly and shrugged, acting all high and
mighty.

GreenDew felt a burst of rage, her heart felt like it would stop.



Chapter 21: Sai’s Fang

“They’re coming!” Ye Cang saw the black shadows approaching
and warned.

ThornyRose shouted, “Eil!”

The Volcano Bat Chief Sai heard the cries of it’s minions as they
dived down. GreenDew started another chant. Ye Cang counted,
there were still 6 smaller ones. Every time his fingers released the
bowstring, another one was shot out of the sky. He quickly hid
back behind cover to prepare another arrow. Then he once again
peaked around looking towards ThornyRose who was waiting for
another attack from the swarm of bats, and shot down another
one.

GreenDew’s magic was also ready. The magic missiles managed
to shoot down 2. She missed with two missiles since the bat swarm
was no longer very concentrated.

ThornyRose walked out, her longsword smacking against her
shield, provoking the bats. The Volcano Bat dived down with an
ear piercing screech, releasing a sonic attack. ThornyRose quickly
returned back behind the stalagmite. Although she didn’t receive
the sonic attack directly, the echo could still shake her mind and
cause her to lose a little health.

Sai flew past the stalagmite that ThornyRose was hiding behind
and landed. It turned back and performed another sonic attack.
Zhang ZhengXiong leapt over, stuffing his shield in it’s mouth, and
slashing down on it’s forehead with his machete. It let out an
anguished shriek as it’s mind was thrown in disorder.

ThornyRose took advantage of this time to charge forwards while
keeping low. Just as it was about to use another sonic attack, she
leapt, spinning 360 degrees and her shield smashed into it’s lower
jaw. Sai’s head was forced up which caused it’s attack to miss. Of
the two smaller bats around, one was shot down by Ye Cang’s



arrow and the other was obstructed by FrozenBlood, her dagger
stabbing into it’s eye causing a spurt of blood.

GreenDew’s Magic Missile shot out again. The pale blue missiles
hit the bat that Ye Cang had pinned down as well as the one
FrozenBlood had damaged heavily, and finished them off. Finally
one hit Sai’s wing making it look slightly crooked.

Lin Le circled around GreenDew and his axe slammed down,
knocking two bat’s away but receiving some injuries in the
process. GreenDew quickly pulled out her wand to smack one of
the bats that had been knocked down in front of her. Ye Cang
quickly provided support to GreenDew. His long sword flashed and
a Straight Thrust was launched. The longsword instantly killed the
one Lin Le was engaging. The three of them then worked together
to quickly finish off the last one and then turned to join the battle
against Sai.

“Be careful of the bats that were shot down! GreenDew, how
many more times can you cast Magic Missile!?” ThornyRose said as
her sword set aflame and slashed left and right on Sai’s wings. It
let out a blood curdling scream.

“I only have enough mana for one more!” GreenDew’s words
made ThornyRose curse the mana and health regeneration system.
Such a pain in the ass.

Ye Cang jumped and Kkicked off a stalagmite, nimbly jumping
over to a taller one and climbed to the top. His field of view was
now much wider. He saw 6 or 77 bats that were still moving, readied
his longbow and started reaping lives. The Hemlock Longbow was
much better than the wooden shortbow in both range and damage.

Sai brandished it’s wings, swinging wildly left and right. Zhang
ZhengXiong was hit and sent flying away, losing over 30 health.
ThornyRose blocked it with her shield but was still sent flying and
lost quite a bit of health. She hit the ground with a roll and got up.
Seeing the bat facing her storing up power to launch a sonic attack



as well as flapping it’s wings to fly up, she roared, “A sound wave is
coming! Don’t let it fly!”

Zhang ZhengXiong crawled up and threw himself at the boss.
The soundwave was just about to be launched. ThornyRose knew
she was in trouble, she raised her shield prepared to try and block
it. Seeing that the boss was still facing her, she started to panic! If
she was hit head on by that sonic attack, the remaining half of her
health would definitely be extinguished. At that time, a flash of
light shot out from Zhang ZhengXiong hand. As it was afraid of
light, the effects were doubled! Sai abruptly raised it’s head and
screamed in pain, the soundwave missing again.

ThornyRose was delighted. This fellow still had such a card up
his sleeve!

Ye Cang took this opportunity to aim an arrow at it, and
accurately shot right into it’s ear.

FrozenBlood leaped onto Sai’s back, her daggers stabbing into it.
Adding in her weight, she dragged the dagger down his back,
leaving a long bloody scar. ThornyRose’s longsword ruthlessly
stabbed at it’s mouth. This time, Lin Le also hurried over and
chopped down with his axe. The final cast of Magic Missile
launched and pummeled it’s body, finishing it off.

“Congratulations, your party has slain ‘Volcano Bat Chief - Sai’.
Received 400 experience.”

“Don’t relax yet, there are still a few small ones!” ThornyRose
saw that Lin Le was about to relax and sit down, so she reminded.
Learning his lesson from before, Lin Le tightly gripped his axe and
started looking around. “Where!? Where!? I'll chop it to death!”

ThornyRose raised her torch and looked at Ye Cang’s fuzzy
silhouette still standing up on the stalagmite. She looked around at
the other stalagmites too. She saw he had chosen the spot with the
best field of view for sniping. Cold and calculating. Compared to
ElegantFragrance, this guy was much more terrifying.



“Let me loot the boss!!” Ye Cang shouted. jumping onto a lower
stalagmite then madly launched himself towards the boss’ corpse.
“Out of the way!!”

ThornyRose saw Lin Le had already looted the corpse and
relaxed. Even if she had to loot it herself, she would definitely not
let this guy do it. Although she was also unlucky, but it wasn’t so
bad that she could make things disappear.

“Tsk~ Next time! Next boss! I'll definitely loot it!” Ye Cang
stopped his steps and turned away, in a bad mood. He clenched his
fist to calm down.

ThornyRose facepalmed feeling very tired. Fighting a boss was
already hard and then they still had to defend it’s corpse after.
That cursed touch, and on someone who used it without a care.
Good thing he’s usually fighting from a distance. She looked
towards Lele and asked, “Lele, what dropped?”

“A dagger. A pair of boots.” Lin Le held a dark dagger in one hand
and a pair of dark brown, leather boots in the other.

Sai’s Fang (Excellent)
Category: Long Dagger
Requirements: 15 Dexterity
Damage: 4. -7
+2 Dexterity

e Linked Strikes
Quickly chain two attacks, each dealing 85% damage.
Cooldown: 5 minutes

Sai’s Wings (Excellent)
Category: Leather Boots
Requirements: 12 Strength or 10 Dexterity
+1 Defence
+5% Movement Speed
+1 Dexterity



e Sai’s Wings
Activate to raise movement speed by 15% for 10 seconds.
Cooldown 15 minutes

ThornyRose looked at Lin Le and was full of astonishment and
happiness. There was actually two! This Lele’s luck was very
abnormal. She recalled that his rate of finding items was much
higher than the other’s.

FrozenBlood looked at her own dagger. She wanted the new one,
it was so much better.

“What to do with the dagger?” ThornyRose didn’t know how Ye
Cang had allocated his stats. Because the weapons a Ranger could
use was too numerous. Fighter, Assassin, Hunter, and even wands,
he could use them all. Since they were a new party, they had to be
cautious about splitting loot. However she did understand Ye Cang
a bit, he could be considered rational if you ignored the times after
a boss died.

“Give it to your assassin, I'll take the boots. That ok?” Ye Cang
faintly smiled, thinking of a plan. He thought, “Hmph~ Once I
have these boots, who can outrun me to the corpses and chests...”

ThornyRose took the dagger from Lin Le and gave it to
FrozenBlood. She saw Ye Cang making a faint smile, and felt
something was wrong. It couldn’t be that he picked the boots just
for looting corpses. She shook her head, there shouldn’t be anyone
so desperate.

Zhang ZhengXiong sighed. Next time he’d have to react even
faster.

FrozenBlood put her old dagger in her off-hand and her new one
in her main hand. At long last, she got a new weapon!



Chapter 22: Volcano Hot Spring

Ye Cang dismantled Sai’s corpse and got: Volcano Bat’s Tooth,
Volcano Bat’s Skin, Volcano Bat’s Meat, as well as a Small Sonic
Crystal

Small Sonic Crystal: This is a creature core that can produce
sound waves. Can grind into powder and add to food (Good for
your throat).

He also dismantled the bodies of the bats that littered the floor.

Lin Le again displayed the might of his lucky hands. He found an
+1 Intelligence, Fine Quality but shabby looking, Black Cloth
Gown. It was given to GreenDew.

Ye Cang arrived at the tepid pool of water. He tried to identify it
with his skill.

Volcano Hot Spring: A natural spring on a volcano. Can soak
in it after removing equipment. Will recover health and mana.
Soak for a period of time to receive fire resistance +5 for 2
hours.

So good? Ye Cang quickly stripped till he was in his underpants.
His butt hit the water as he cannonballed in causing a splash.
ThornyRose saw him strip and jump into the water and looked at
him suspiciously. This low life sure has some nerve. Turns out he
was a degenerate pervert. She said unhappily, “Hey! Hey! Take
note of your surroundings!”

Lin Le saw Ye Cang bathing in the water, and pouted not wanting
to fall behind. He threw his axe away, stripped, and like a carp,
splashed into the water. Zhang ZhengXiong rubbed his brows and
humphed~. Not wanting to lose the others, he stripped revealing
his monstrous physique, and raised his hand like a gymnast before
a performance. “One! Two! Three! Jump!” He jumped high and



performed two flips before entering the water.

“These three bastards have some nerve...” ThornyRose’s heart
felt heavy as she roared at them, “You guys! What the hell are you
doing!? I already said to pay attention to your surroundings! Hurry
and heal up so we can continue exploring!”

“Bathing in this water will give you 5 fire resistance for two
hours. Moreover it will restore your health and mana.” Ye Cang
indifferently said. He then took out a hand-towel, placed it on the
volcanic rock on the side and leaned back to relax.

“What!? It will recover mana?” ThornyRose said excited.
GreenDew already used up her mana, and now something just
came up to resolve that headache. Waiting around for it to recover
naturally was too annoyingly slow, but if they didn’t wait, they
would be missing an important damage dealer for the next boss
fight. But how did he know?

“He should have some sort of identifying ability. Since he has a
gathering skill, he probably has an identifying skill too.”
FrozenBlood saw the doubt in ThornyRose’s eyes and quietly said.

ThornyRose nodded. Although she still had some doubt, she
approached the hotspring planning to enter.

“Right, you have to remove your equipment and let as much of
your skin as you can touch the water for it to be effective.” Ye Cang
added after seeing the three girls were going to enter the water just
like that.

“You’ve got to be doing this on purpose!?” ThornyRose said,
dipping her foot in. This guy wouldn’t be trying to take advantage
of them, would he? Yet after thinking it over, it had to be so.

“If you don’t believe then forget it...” Ye Cang shrugged. He
slowly closed his eyes, resting. Zhang ZhengXiong started getting
excited, he pretend to close his eyes and be in deep thought. Lin Le
was like a child, swimming around the hot spring, diving around,



and jumping in and out of the water. He looked like a happy little
dolphin.

The three women hesitated. ThornyRose brought the girls
behind a stalagmite to strip. Although they still had their
undergarments on, they wrapped themselves in a towel before
walking out and slowly entering the water. The water had a
relaxing effect, after fighting all the way here, bathing was
extremely comfortable. Moreover the recovery effect was pretty
good.

“Sister Rose, it’s really recovering my mana...” GreenDew said
happily.

FrozenBlood got in the water and slowly removed her towel. She
found a spot by the side and leaned back, relaxing her arms.

Zhang ZhengXiong tried hard to observe through squinted eyes.
That cleavage, those long white legs. It was a wonderful body. His
face full of happiness made ThornyRose sigh. “Hah~ that smelly
pervert.”

The hot spring’s warm healing waters glimmered slightly and
emitted a light steam, looking very beautiful. The 5 watched Lin Le
swimming around and smiled. His body dived down as his little
butt stuck out like a duck.

“Bro, I have a good idea. Next year on the combat test, we should
take even more instructors and students as hostages and force
them to pass us. What do you think?” Zhang ZhengXiong leaned
over and asked.

“That’s too easy for them. They must pay the price for kicking us
out. You should toughen up. Next time, our targets will be the
head instructor and the command center.” Ye Cang said with a
cold smile.

Although ThornyRose wasn’t really listening, she heard the
keyword combat test. They were student at a city college? “Which



of the five schools do you go to?”
“LinHai.” Ye Cang replied.

“LinHali, during the five schools competition, they always rank in
the lower half. They're only a little bit better than ShanLan.”
ThornyRose laughed.

“5 Schools competition? What’s that? I feel like I've heard of it
before...” Ye Cang looked puzzled.

“I’ve heard about it. It’s a competition to decide the rankings of
the 5 schools.” Zhang ZhengXiong knew a bit, but not much.

“F**k! Have some common sense! You don’t even know about the
5 schools competition!? Are you a student of the city college or
not!? Every 2 years, the 5 schools meet up to decide their ranking.
They send out the best of the best to participate. Elite students
among elites!” ThornyRose shouted, feeling stressed. Then with
some pride, she thought back to when she was a member of the
imperial capital city college’s team. She looked over at
FrozenBlood. That’s when the two of them became partners.

FrozenBlood also recalled their times at the city college, and
couldn’t believe that it’s already been two years since they
graduated. She smiled and looked back at ThornyRose.

“S0?” Ye Cang thought for a bit and indifferently replied.

ThornyRose looked at his uncaring, indifferent expression and
felt a burst of rage. She didn’t know what to do with this bastard
that had no common sense. She was about to shout at him again
when she heard Lin Le’s voice. In his hand was a red crystal.
“Brother Lil’White! Under the water, I found a hole with a small
wooden chest. Inside I found this.”

Bachiya’s Natural Protection Rune: Use to absorb Bachiya
Volcano’s heat. Form a protective shield around allies within 10
meters, which absorbs up to 125 points of fire damage. Lasts 10
seconds. (Uses: 1, Can only be used on the Bachiya Volcano.)



ThornyRose saw the effects of the rune and was amazed. 125 fire
damage? So much? It was clearly meant for a specific scenario.
Now they could be sure that there was still a boss in this volcano,
one that had an AOE fire attack. Lin Le was really too lucky. He
could even find a hidden item like this.

“You should hold onto it. It’ll probably be useful later.” Ye Cang
took the crystal, got up and slowly walked over to ThornyRose to
give it to her.

Only after hearing her answer did Ye Cang nod and sit back down
to relax like nothing had happened.

FrozenBlood stared shocked. GreenDew’s mouth was hanging
open.

Zhang ZhengXiong was full of grief and envy. If he knew, he
would have volunteered to hand over the crystal.

ThornyRose finally reacted, her face becoming red. She felt like
she wanted to get angry but couldn’t release her rage. Her hands
held the crystal tightly and she gnashed her teeth, watching the
indifferent Ye Cang. She wanted to pounce over and tear those
indifferent cheeks apart. That lowlife! Smelly rogue!



Chapter 23: Crystal Slime

ThornyRose unwaveringly stared at Ye Cang. The more she
looked, the more pissed she got. FrozenBlood stood at the side and
looked at her meaningfully. Very few people could irritate her so
much. Anyways, these three guys were very interesting.

“Little Green, how much mana have you recovered?”
ThornyRose sighed and asked.

“I’'m about done, we can continue exploring.” GreenDew’s words
allowed ThornyRose to cheer up a bit. Seeing Zhang ZhengXiong
and Lin Le making a fuss across from them as well as the
indifferently resting Ye Cang, she had no choice but to remind
them, “Let’s go. Let’s clear this place as early as possible.”

Ye Cang slowly opened his eyes. “Time to work.”

The three guys climbed out and started putting on their
equipment.

ThornyRose and the girl’s also finished changing behind the
stalagmite, their wet hair swaying.

Everyone looked around the area but couldn’t find anymore
paths. They decided to return to the fork and go down the left side
this time.

On the left side, which was the main path, it quickly became
obvious that it was leading downwards. The further they went
down, the higher the temperature became. As they approached the
end of the passage, a strong sulfur smell assaulted their noses and
the air suddenly became had a drastic rise in temperature.

Ye Cang looked at the surroundings. They’d arrived in a empty,
winding cave. Looking left and right, it was only 3 meters wide. It
seemed to continue to zigzag downwards. The volcanic rock here
seemed to have been molded into a path. They arrived at the edge
of a cliff. Ye Cang hopefully looked down and saw only billowing



smoke. This should be the mouth of the volcano.

Everyone stuck to the left wall away from cliff, carefully going
forwards, but soon it became too difficult to advance. There was
barely anywhere to stand. They had no choice but to turn back.
This time they tried following the right wall.

The right path continued winding downwards, and they arrived
at another cavern. Killing the red slimes and volcano bats that
were there, they entered to take a look. There were passages in
every direction, and many natural bridges that crossed deep
chasms. Luckily it wasn’t too complicated. After all, this volcano
wasn’t all that big.

Walking across one of the bridges, the smoke made some of them
feel unwell. It also drastically reduced the range of their vision.
They quickly crossed the bridge to arrive at the cavern on the
other side.

“How much farther do we have to walk...” Lin Le whispered.

“This is considered easy. In the future, there will be: big
volcanoes, cave systems, sinkholes, and enormous labyrinths.
Compared to those, this is nothing. Imagine staying in one of them
for over half a month.” ThornyRose couldn’t help smiling a bit.
They continued walking, their torches illuminating inside.

FrozenBlood thought back to the last game ‘Rise of Clans’. All of
Thorns and Roses, the 4 great guilds, as well as many of China’s
strongest groups, were all trapped in a volcano for half a year.
ThornyRose and herself were lucky and managed to find an exit in
just over a month, as they didn’t plan on staying for too long, so
they focused on leaving. With all of the 4 great guild inside, the
word fierce wouldn’t be enough to describe the competition.
Although Thorns and Roses’ strength was considered pretty good,
but there was still a gap when compared to the 4 great guilds. They
could only stare at their backs. Leaving the volcano early, although
they didn’t receive much, they also didn’t lose much. The one’s



inside who were trying to establish a base suffered quite a loss.
When the volcano erupted, even the 4 great guilds received
significant losses.

At this moment, a round, white, gem-like thing popped out. It
appeared right in front of ThornyRose. It had a diameter of over 2
meters and looked like a white, crystal.

ThornyRose quickly signalled that there was a problem.
“Slime!?” ThornyRose drew her longsword and asked doubtfully.

Ye Cang looked at the crystal pimple and identified it, confirming
it was a slime. “Crystal Slime - Harja”

Crystal Slime - Harja (Uncommon Elite): A rare species of the
slime family. It’s a precious slime born from crystals.
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“F**k, it’s another slime...” Zhang ZhengXiong drew his

machete, somewhat unmotivated.

Ye Cang readied his bow and shot an arrow, it hit the slime’s
round crystal body and made a sound like hitting a shield. The
arrow bounced off with a ding~ only doing 3 damage. He frowned.

ThornyRose and Zhang ZhengXiong, as well as Lin Le and
FrozenBlood behind them, rushed up to engage it. Harja’s crystal
body suddenly morphed and stabbed out with many crystal spikes,
giving the two in front no time to react. Luckily it hit their shields,
but they were still sent flying away. They had received under 20
damage, which was an acceptable amount.

“This thing, it’s physical resistance is too high! GreenDew! Is
your magic ready!?” ThornyRose roared. She pushed off the
ground with one hand and gracefully landed in a crouching
position.

Greendew had already started casting and preparing her chants.
4 magic missiles whistled towards the slime, slamming into it’s
body, causing significant injury. Every missile hit for over 10



damage. A wind blade also cut towards it. All these attacks caused
the crystal to form thin cracks.

Lin Le charged over and chopped at one of the crystal spikes,
chopping it off. FrozenBlood slipped past the spikes and stabbed at
the cracks. When she pulled out her dagger, crystal shards spurted
out. She raised her dagger and and used Linked Strikes, stabbing
forwards with two quick strikes.

Ye Cang also took this chance to shoot an arrow at one of the
cracks, causing pretty good damage.

At this time, the crystal slime’s body started to pulse. It seemed
to have been enraged. Lin Le’s ahoge sent a danger signal, he
quickly let go of his axe and jumped back.

FrozenBlood also sensed the danger. She jumped back, tilting her
body in the air to dodge a crystal spike. Her heart thumping from
the close call. However the attacks didn’t stop, instead it abruptly
shot one of its spikes towards the one that cracked it’s body:
GreenDew.

GreenDew wanted to interrupt her casting and dodge, but with
her speed, she wouldn’t make it in time.

ThornyRose charged over, but the spike’s speed was really too
fast and sh was too far away. “Dodge!”

Just as she was about to die, Zhang ZhengXiong suddenly
appeared. Although he appeared unsteady, he still slanted his
shield to deflect the spike. However, the impact only knocked the
spike slightly to the side, it still stabbed into his left shoulder.
GreenDew looked at the spike that was only 10 centimeters away
from her chest and relaxed. Without interrupting her magic, she
casted and her magic missiles traveled around Zhang ZhengXiong
and accurately smashed into the crystal slime’s body again. The
crack on it’s body appeared increasingly prominent.

Zhang ZhengXiong looked at his remaining 2 health and couldn



only smile bitterly. Good thing that, as he blocked the spike he
knew it wouldn’t be enough so he quickly used his shield to heal
himself a bit. Otherwise he’d have been sent back to town.

Ye Cang let out a sigh of relief as he confirmed that Zhang
ZhengXiong’s health hadn’t hit 0, he was only near death.

“Shaking Bear, good block! Now go hide somewhere and don’t
get hurt again.” ThornyRose saw Zhang ZhengXiong’s earlier
display and couldn’t help gasping in admiration. This Shaking
Bear’s reaction and nerves was even better than FrozenBlood’s. It
could be said he was as fast as lightning. She started to view him
more favorably. Too bad he was a priest who raised Constitution.
She felt a bit of regret but it didn’t affect the goodwill she had
towards him.

The Crystal Slime received GreenDew’s second barrage of
missiles and fell into a precarious state. Ye Cang looked at his
quiver and saw he still had 10 arrows, most of which were recycled.
He couldn’t keep wasting them. He activated the boot’s ability and
charged.

FrozenBlood also pounced over. The slime stabbed out with
shorter spikes as it started retreating. It suddenly jumped and
stuck to the cavern ceiling and began to slowly recover health.

FrozenBlood and the rest just arrived. ThornyRose felt
powerless. It was too high and there weren’t any places to jump or
climb so they couldn’t get up there quickly. They looked back and
saw that GreenDew was still in the middle of her chant. Ye Cang
stopped his charge and started shooting his bow, but compared to
the rate of healing, his damage was lacking. He became a bit
anxious. Will they make it in time?



Chapter 24: Fluorescent Crystal ring

“Too cruel! Brother LiI’White! I want to take revenge for Brother
LiI’Xiong. Lele Strike!” Lin Le shouted with a pout.

Ye Cang froze for a bit, then nodded with a smile. He looked at
the charging Lele and quickly dropped his bow, kneeled and
crossed his hands and put them on his knees to create a foothold.

Lin Le took a few big steps and stepped on his hands.

Ye Cang used all his strength to throw him upwards. Lin Le also
jumped as high as he could, his axe raised above his head and his
body forming a backwards C as he shot towards the slime.

Dang~ Clatter~ A clear shattering sound echoed out. The axe
chopped straight through the crack into the ceiling causing the
slime to fall. Without even giving it time to be dazed. Lin Le and Ye
Cang both began to violently attack it performing fast thrusts and
fierce chops.

“Congratulations, you’ve slain Crystal Slime - Harja. Received
450 experience.”

FrozenBlood and ThornyRose’s mouth hung wide open. You can
do that? ThornyRose was astonished. How did she not think of
something so simple?

“Haha~ It’s actually Lele Strike.” Zhang ZhengXiong laughed
weakly. ThornyRose and FrozenBlood were puzzled. Was this a
technique? GreenDew received the system message and quickly
cancelled her magic to save mana.

“It’s our excellent little squad’s combined technique. Lele likes to
dunk when playing basketball, but he can’t quite reach. Lele Strike
is our secret signal, but usually it’s either Lele or Ye Cang using me
as a springboard...” Zhang ZhengXiong saw ThornyRose’s
confusion and explained.

ThornyRose, FrozenBlood, and GreenDew all felt their hearts



tighten as they rolled their eyes. My god, making them look
forwards to it, and it turns out it’s just 3 smelly idiots, two of
which aren’t tall enough and need a springboard to dunk.

“Since Lele thought of using Lele strike. I’'ll let him loot and save
my divine hands to loot the next boss” Ye Cang saw Lin Le’s smile
after having taken revenge for Zhang ZhengXiong and retracted
his unconsciously advancing hands.

Lin Le nodded, and started searching the corpse. “Brother
Lil’White, we got a shield and a crystal ring.”

ThornyRose was moved. They actually found both a shield and a
ring!? This was too lucky! Good shields wouldn’t lose in value to an
accessory.

Everyone looked at the half meter large, crystal roundshield in
Lin Le’s hand. It was made of a polished white crystal looking
exceptionally beautiful. Everyone also fell in love with the crystal
ring’s beauty.

Harja’s Crystal Rampart (Excellent - Uncommon)
Category: Shield
Requirements: 20 Constitution
+5 Defence
+3 Constitution

e Harja’s Rampart (Passive) +3 Defence

Harja’s Crystal Ring (Excellent - Uncommon)
Category: Ring
Requirements: None
+1 Wisdom
+1 Constitution

e Harja’s Protection
On activation, reduce incoming physical damage by 10% for 15 seconds.
Cooldown: 1 hour



ThornyRose’s heart rate rose. Both items were perfect for
defensive classes. Especially that ring, it could be used for a long
time. Too bad that wisdom was wasted, though it would help a
fighter a little bit. As for the shield, it’s stats were really too
perfect. A massive 8 defence, it was just like it’s name, a rampart.
However, that 20 constitution requirement, she looked at her own,
it was still 2 away. It was only her and Shaking Bear that could use
them. What made her speechless was that a priest was competing
with her for defensive equipment. She felt a heart-stopping panic
and faintly sighed. Oh mother in heaven. She, a defensive fighter
was actually letting a priest have first pick on defensive
equipment. This was something that she never thought would
happen. With some hesitation, she said, “He can pick first.”

“Go ahead and pick A’Xiong.” Ye Cang said handing over the two
items for him to see.

Zhang ZhengXiong took the two items and received a system
message.

“Your Fluorescent Ring and Harja’s Crystal Ring are resonating.
Would you like to fuse them?”

Zhang ZhengXiong froze for a bit before choosing yes.

Everyone watched as the Fluorescent Ring and Crystal Ring both
turned into a drop of jello like substance and charge at each other.
They merged together like two slimes that hadn’t met for a long
time.

“Congratulations. You received a ‘Slime - Fluorescent Crystal
Ring’”

Slime - Fluorescent Crystal Ring (Superior - Uncommon)
Category: Ring
Requirements: None
+2 Wisdom
+3 Constitution



e Fluorescent Crystal
Use to deal 10 light damage to a target and blinding it. The ring will become
charged and if used again, will grant 15% reduction to physical damage for 20
seconds.
Cooldown: 30 minutes

ThornyRose saw the ring in Zhang ZhengXiong’s hand turn into
a glowing crystal ring. It was exceptionally beautiful, and it was
actually superior quality!? The stats were also so good they made
others speechless. A whole 3 Constitution and 2 Wisdom, this ring
could be used for a long long time. He might not even be able to
find anything better. If it merged with another slime ring, it would
become even more valuable. It was hard to say if they would find
another ring or if it could fuse again, but for this stage of the game,
it should be the absolute best ring. It gives life, control, and
protection. Whether it’s slaying monsters or people, it was useful.
If she wore the ring, she could equip the shield. However the ring
was his. Although she didn’t know how his Constitution Priest
build would turn out, but for now, he was tough enough to tank
for the entire team. “Let’s temporarily let him equip it for now.”
She thought to herself. Surprisingly, she didn’t feel bad about
sharing with them. She didn’t know why, but being with them, she
had no intentions of fighting over loot. She smiled and propped up
her chest with her arms. “It looks like this shield is mine, but I
currently can’t use it. Shaking Bear, you can equip them both for

2

now.

Zhang ZhengXiong glanced towards Ye Cang who didn’t say
anything so, rubbing his hands together and immediately equipped
them both. “Sister Rose, thanks for your consideration.”

Equipping the items, Zhang ZhengXiong took another step
towards becoming a powerful tank, although he was a priest.

FrozenBlood didn’t understand. Their main tank was
unexpectedly a priest. Also, that ring was way too useful, even she
felt some longing for it. However even if it didn’t go to her, it was



fine. Afterall, everyone was in the same boat. The most important
part was the hidden story quest. Although they hadn’t been
together for long, but they were convinced of their characters. It
was only their common sense that was lacking. ThornyRose also
thought so.

“Brother LiI’Xiong, Brother Lil’Xiong! Let me try the ring!! Hurry
and let me try~" Lin Le thought it looked really powerful so he
whined at Zhang ZhengXiong like a child wanting a toy. Zhang
ZhengXiong helplessly took it off and gave it to him. “Just for a bit,
then give it back...”

“Mm!” Lin Le happily took the ring and tried it on. “So
beautiful...”

The three women couldn’t help but smile. This Lele was exactly
like a child.

Ye Cang thought of something. He looked at the ring on Lele’s
hand and said, “Right, Lele, Don’t...”

Before he could finish, a light flashed.

Zhang ZhengXiong and Ye Cang roared at the same time. “My
eyes! Aaah~! Lele!!!”

“It wasn’t on purpose. I just wanted to give it a try...” Lin Le
weakly said feeling wronged.

“...” ThornyRose facepalmed.
FrozenBlood smiled and shrugged. These three silly guys.

GreenDew rolled her eyes.



Chapter 25: Lava Lamia

Ye Cang dismantled the crystal slime’s body and received: Slime
Crystal, and Slime’s Crystal Eye.

Slime Crystal: The body of a Crystal Slime. Edible.

Slime’s Crystal Eye: A beautiful and valuable crystal eye.
There is probably a gem collector that would want it. Can be
used for cooking after grinding into powder.

ThornyRose really wanted to know just how many ingredients Ye
Cang was carrying and what they were. His gathering skill was
really too broad, from as small as a mushroom to as big as a boss’
corpse, he could gather them all. Although Ye Cang’s skill was just
for obtaining food items, it was taught by Dodola, a legendary chef
that had traveled the world. In his eyes, there is nothing that can’t
be eaten, only who best to serve it to. For example, if the customer
was a monster that liked eating ores, Dodola was able to put
together a delicious ore feast.

The party passed by a passage and a bridge, making their way to
the bottom. They started running into less and less monsters. On
the way, Ye Cang gathered many Volcano Mushrooms and a few
Iron Ore. Afterall, he wasn’t a miner that could dig, he could only
pick the ore that were on the surface.

“A’Xiong, carry these slime gels and bat meats, my bag is filling
up.” Ye Cang reached into his bag and dumped a pile onto Zhang
ZhengXiong.

“Oh, well give them here...” Zhang ZhengXiong realized his bag
was pretty much empty, besides some acid flasks and whatnot.

Soon, everyone was able to feel the air heating up. They should
almost be at the bottom. In front of them was a stone bridge over a
wide lake of molten earth. On the other side, cracks could be seen
everywhere in which the lights emitted by the lava flickered. The



temperature was much greater than before. Looking left and right,
besides a few stalagmites and stalactites made of volcanic rock,
there weren’t any other obstacles. In the distance, Ye Cang saw a
never before seen organism slithering along the ground. It looked a
bit like a demon. On it’s head was a horn and it had yellow scaly
skin. It’s bottom half was a bit like a lizard except it didn’t have
legs. It’s top half was very well built, it’s two arms extremely buff.
It appeared to be resting. In it’s hands was a three meter long, dark
red single bladed axe.

Ye Cang estimated the boss’ length, and it was at least a terrifying
7 meters. If it stood up, it was probably 4-5 meters tall. “Careful,
there is a big boss inside. Abyss Elite, Lava Lamia...”

Lava Lamia - Curse (Abyss Elite - Uncommon): A dangerous
lamia that lives near lava. Contains many valuable cooking
materials.

Ye Cang’s words shocked everyone’s. ThornyRose could barely
see anything. Only Ye Cang could see so far. While she was
waiting, she could faintly see a figure by relying on the flickering
lava, but it was very vague. So the Rune Stone they found should
be for dealing with this guy. Looking around at the cracked
ground, it seemed to be related to the boss’ AOE fire attack. She
drew her longsword. “Don’t alert him. Let’s look around inside
first.”

The few of them carefully tread on the volcanic rock until they
could finally see the boss. He looked like someone they really
shouldn’t be messing with. ThornyRose frowned, these humanoid
creatures all have some intelligence and were usually strong. Just
looking at that massive axe and his big and solid arms, it was
obvious that his strength was considerably high. Furthermore, her
own fire damage probably wouldn’t do anything to it.

Everyone hid behind a stalagmite. Zhang ZhengXiong asked,
“Bro, how do we handle it?”



“What do you think?” Ye Cang put on a brave face as he stroked
his chin and looked towards ThornyRose who was holding the
rune stone tightly.

“Shaking Bear! You have to be sure to pin him down since you
have the highest fire resistance and constitution. Furthermore,
your armor also gives you a fire barrier. Take as much damage as
you can on behalf of the team.” ThornyRose didn’t say anything
else. She had more or less said what needed to be said. Zhang
ZhengXiong had the talent to become the world’s number 1 tank.
Given some time, she wouldn’t have to worry about a thing with
him tanking.

Zhang ZhengXiong nodded without speaking.
“What about me? What’s my job?” Lin Le inquired.

“You and FrozenBlood flank his left and right. Watch out for his
axe and attack him when you have the chance. Don’t get too
greedy, if you discover any danger, retreat.” Ye Cang really
approved of ThornyRose’s assignments. It was about the same as
what he would have done.

“GreenDew and PaleSnow, you two focus on attacking from the
distance and providing support. That’s about all. Finally, when I
call to gather, stop whatever you’'re doing and run towards me.
This boss definitely has a big move.” ThornyRose finished her
explanation and everyone nodded.

“Then let’s start...” Ye Cang cut off any further explanation. He
looked towards Zhang ZhengXiong and Lin Le. “You two, give an
acid flask to each of FrozenBlood and GreenDew.” Saying that, he
opened his pack and handed one over to the confused ThornyRose.

ThornyRose looked at the flask in her hand. A very useful
offensive consumable item. The damage was not low, and most
importantly, it had a corrosive damage over time effect. She
couldn’t help curiously looking towards Ye Cang and asking, “How
many more do you have?”



“I only have 2 left, and everyone else should have one. There’s no
extra.” Ye Cang shrugged.

“Give me one more.” ThornyRose said, holding out her hand. Ye
Cang obediently handed another one over while complaining,
“You're acting like their worth nothing. We had to kill 10 green
slimes for their acid to make this. We even needed to buy an empty
bottle...”

ThornyRose rolled her eyes, taking the flask.

FrozenBlood looked at the small bottle in her hand and thought,
“This thing’s not bad.”

“Since he’s still resting, we should all throw an acid flask at
him.” ThornyRose said, preparing to throw a flask. Everyone
slowly walked out from behind cover.

“Throw!” ThornyRose quietly shouted.

6 acid flasks, Bang~, exploded on the lamia, Curse’s body. He let
out an angry howl, and roared in a language that they couldn’t
understand. His whole body emitted corrosive green smoke.

“He said something like: F**king Son of a B***h. Who was it!?
Then it was just a chain of profanities.” Ye Cang explained.
Unexpectedly, he could understand it.

ThornyRose was surprised. He could understand other
languages? Thinking it over, it could be that half elves start with a
few other languages. But right now it wasn’t important. She
shouted, “Shaking Bear! Go!”

Saying that, the two of them charged over. FrozenBlood and Lin
Le split up and ran on the two sides. Ye Cang raised his bow and
shot an arrow at his’s angry eyes. The lamia simply waved his arm,
knocking the arrow down. Ye Cang quickly hid behind a
stalagmite, and looked towards GreenDew. “Done?”

GreenDew shook her head without stopping her magic.



Zhang ZhengXiong went right up to the creature’s face, leaning
his body to dodge the oversized axe’s attack. He jumped and hit the
creature in the face with his machete. ThornyRose activated flame
strike, stabbing at the creature’s chest, then quickly pulled it out
and backed up. She smiled bitterly, “Looks like he’s immune to fire
damage.”

Curse suddenly let go of his axe with one hand and then sent a
backhand slap towards Zhang ZhengXiong. Zhang ZhengXiong
quickly raised his shield and blocked. Although the damage was
very small, the force was large enough to knock him to the ground.
Curse used a single hand to lift the oversized axe preparing to chop
down. At this time, an arrow accurately hit him in the corner of
his eye, bringing about a spurt of dark blood. Lin Le’s jump attack
was also smashing down on his head from the side. Curse lifted his
free arm to block Lin Le’s attack.



Chapter 26: An Awkward Scene

Lin Le used as much strength as he could to chop down and left a
deep scar on the solid arm, which was now dripping blood. Zhang
ZhengXiong took this opportunity to hastily roll away, dodging the
chopping axe. In the dust cloud created by the axe hitting the
ground, a machete slashed towards the creature’s abdomen.
FrozenBlood also took this chance to pounce over, she stepped off
the axe on the ground and stabbed towards his throat, activating
Linked Attacks, causing a blood flower to blossom from his neck.
She then gracefully landed on the ground with a roll and got away.
The whole thing was so beautiful and agile. Zhang ZhengXiong and
ThornyRose continued to attack at it’s abdomen.

GreenDew’s magic missiles also whistled out. Two smashed into
his head and another two hit his shoulder. A windblade struck his
face leaving behind a wound that was not light.

“Ah! 'o#! '@#$!$%$"!” A tremendous roar sounded. The axe in
Curse’s hand started emitting a violent flame. He spun creating a
garish ring of fire. Everyone quickly retreated, but were still barely
hit by the edges of the ring of fire, losing quite a bit of health.

“He said, you bunch of cockroaches! You dare to injure me! Then
a bunch more profanities.” Ye Cang didn’t forget to translated as
he sent an arrow through the ring of fire, hitting Curse’s left eye,
causing him to cry out in pain.

ThornyRose was speechless. “At this time, he’s still
translating!?” She thought as she ran away from Curse looking for
cover.

Zhang ZhengXiong roared angrily. Directly charging over, he
planned to forcefully pass through the ring of fire. He activated his
breastplate’s fire protection and raised his machete, slashing at
Curse’s face.

Curse’s ring of fire gradually dissipated. He raised his axe and



chopped down. Zhang ZhengXiong stood stably and raised his
shield. Blocking the axe, he felt like he was hit by a thousand
pounds of weight. The scorched earth under his feet sank in
creating a small hole and he lost a third of his health. Ye Cang shot
another arrow, this time in an arc, again accurately hitting his eye,
then he quickly hid behind a stalagmite. From there he ran to
another location. He only had 6 arrows left, he had to make each
one count. He even canceled rapid fire to increase his accuracy,
just to be safe.

Along with a sudden roar, Curse’s whole body was covered in
violent flames forcing the people in melee back. “Arashi bala nori!
l@$sad...”

The lava under the cracks on the ground started becoming active
and rising. Relying on her experience, ThornyRose knew it was
time. “Gather!!”

Ye Cang continued to shoot as he ran. Before even reaching the
flames, the arrow burnt to ashes, dealing no damage. “He said, let
the flames purify your worthless selves!”

Ye Cang’s words made ThornyRose even more sure. “Hurry!!”

Everyone madly dashed towards ThornyRose. They all squeeze in
together not far from from Curse. The lava began to flow out of the
cracks.

With a wave of Curse’s axe, the magma gathered and a tsunami
like wave rushed forth towards them. ThornyRose used the rune
stone. A red protective film enveloped the six of them, then she
shouted, “Go! We don’t know if it’ll hold up!”

Zhang ZhengXiong took the lead and everyone followed closely
behind. GreenDew had started chanting her spell the moment she
got into position. Ye Cang looked at the wave of lava. Standing
before it, his bow and arrow would be useless. He could only
charge with the rest of them.



Zhang ZhengXiong, like a berserk bear, charged through the
wave of lava. Two thirds of his fire barrier was consumed. On
Curse’s face was an expression of shock and disbelief. He saw the
attack coming closer as well as 4 others behind it and his heart
sank. It’s actually Bachiya’s protection!! How could this be!!

Just as the wave of lava flowed past GreenDew, magic missiles
whizzed out. Ye Cang jumped and his longsword flashed, stabbing
towards Curse’s head. Lin Le showed no quarters, and chopped at
his neck with his axe. ThornyRose held her longsword with two
hands and thrust towards his heart. FrozenBlood used her daggers
and stabbed them as hard as she could into his chest from the
right.

Curse screamed as this was happening. The flames on his body
exploding out, breaking everyone’s fire barrier. But that’s all it
managed to do. Zhang ZhengXiong faced him and fired his ring’s
skill. Light flashed, and Curse who was planning to use the ability
again fell into disorder. He fell over, leaving his spot in the center
of the room. The magic missiles smashed into the top of his head.

“Aaaah!!” Curse produced a mournful wail. His skill was
interrupted and he started wildly swinging around with his axe.
Zhang ZhengXiong activated the follow up ability of his ring,
which decreased damage dealt to him, and used his shield to block
the incoming axe. Lin Le jumped high and caught hold of Curse’s
head. He used Crossed-Eyes and succeeded. Curse once again was
afflicted with a status effect, this time staring into space.

Ye Cang quickly shouted, “Everyone stop! Don’t directly attack

him!”

ThornyRose had her weapon held high and stopped, confused.
She saw Curse staring off into space, and immediately understood
what kind of magic he was under. Confusion!

Ye Cang sheathed his sword, taking out his longbow. He readied
an arrow and asked, “GreenDew, how much longer for your



magic!?”
GreenDew, in the middle of chanting, put up three fingers.

Ye Cang squinted and aimed at Curse’s eye. His bowstring taut as
he started counting, “3, 2, 1!!”

The final attack that everyone prepared struck down together. By
the time Curse regained his mind, he was already powerless, and
loudly fell to the ground.

“Congratulations. You’ve slain ‘Lava Lamia - Curse’. Received
550 experience.”

Everyone breathed out a sigh of relief. However, GreenDew saw
that after Ye Cang shot his arrow, he quickly started running
towards the boss who was just starting to becoming a corpse. By
the time the boss died, Ye Cang was just about to reach it.
Everyone had relaxed when she loudly shouted, “The unlucky one
is there!!”

Zhang Zhengxiong, who had slightly relaxed his guard, abruptly
turned around. He sensed something moving past his shoulder. He
was careless! The moment the boss died, he became careless. He
thought to himself, “Bro, you’re too cunning.”

Ye Cang’s two eyes shined with excitement. Passing by Zhang
ZhengXiong, he leaped, reaching out his hand. “Watch my divine
hand! Divine tool! Comel!!”

ThornyRose’s heart sank. They definitely couldn’t let him loot
the corpse! They had painstakingly made it this far! They couldn’t
lose it all just like that! To fight the boss and end up with nothing!
Without any hesitation, like a pouncing cheetah, she dived and
blocked the corpse with her body.

Ye Cang reached out his right hand to touch the boss, and ended
up tightly grabbing her left breast. They crashed into each other
and landed not even two meters away from the boss.

They landed in a very compromising position. Their two lips



were stuck together, his hand still on her breast, and their bodies
sticking much too closely together.

ThornyRose froze. Ye Cang’s indifferent expression also couldn’t
help but show some surprise, not knowing what to do.

Even the cold FrozenBlood had her mouth hanging open in
surprise. GreenDew covered her mouth with both hands, filled
with disbelief. Zhang ZhengXiong felt a mixture of regret and
envy. Lin Le was embarrassed so he turned to loot the corpse.

FrozenBlood took out a virtual camera and faintly smiled. “Say
cheese~!” Click~ She then murmured, “Next time we meet with the
girls, there will be so much gossip...”

ThornyRose blushed and quickly got up, with a light muah~. Her
face became even more red. She looked at FrozenBlood and quickly
said, “Icy! You!”

Strangely, both of them ended up standing at the same time. Ye
Cang had quickly regained his indifferent expression and slowly
got up. However, his hand was still forming claws, in the shape of
her 36Es as his fingers squeezed the air. He indifferently said,
“Madam, please conduct yourself more appropriately.”

Slap-~!
“Bastard! Perverted lowlife! F**k you!!”

Her frantic and angry shout along with the sound of a loud slap,
resounded throughout the volcano.

Zhang Zhengxiong, Lin Le, and FrozenBlood had managed to get
a picture of the moment he was slapped, her angry face, as well as
his faintly smiling expression.



Chapter 27: Bachiya’s Blessing

“Bro, what did it feel like?” Zhang ZhengXiong pulled over the
indifferent Ye Cang, who had a handprint on his face, and asked
quietly.

“36Es. What do you think?” Ye Cang made a fist with his hand
and smiled.

2

“If T knew, I would have gone to loot the corpse...” Zhang
ZhengXiong looked over at ThornyRose who was angrily glaring in
their direction. The words “I’'m also extremely unlucky. Could you
block me like that too?” got stuck in his throat and he swallowed
them back down.

ThornyRose felt so angry she wanted to yell some more. All sorts
of feelings were welling up in her heart, but they weren’t good
feelings. She saw FrozenBlood sniggering and had nothing to say.
She lost her first kiss just like that. Even if it was in virtual reality,
it was still her first kiss. Although it wasn’t on purpose, all she got
was a single sentence: ‘please conduct yourself more
appropriately’. She clenched her jaw so hard that the sound of
grinding teeth echoed through the cavern. She looked at Ye Cang
acting indifferent, and her fist balled up even tighter. She couldn’t
stop shaking in anger.

GreenDew thought to herself, “Sister Rose’s hatred towards that
Ranger just shot up another few levels.”

“Brother LiI’'White. Something good came out! A battle axe, a
sword, as well as a skillbook.” Lin Le’s words brought ThornyRose
back from her angry thoughts. A dark red battle axe, a longsword
that we almost as high as Lin Le, about 160cm.

His luck really isn’t normal, GreenDew thought. They actually
found a pair of weapons and a skillbook!?

Curse’s Rage (Masterwork - Abyss)



Category: Heavy Battle Axe
Requirements: 20 Strength
Damage: 12 - 15

Additional Fire Damage: 2 - 4
+2 Strength

+1 Constitution

e Curse’s Rage
Using the force of the axe hitting the ground, deal 15 fire damage to enemies in
range. There’s a chance of causing knockdown.
Cooldown: 30 minutes

Curse’s Thorn (Masterwork - Abyss)
Category: Light Two-Handed Sword
Requirements: 14 Strength, 12 Dexterity
Attack:10-12
Additional Fire Damage: 2 - 3
+2 Strength
+1 Dexterity

e Curse’s Thorn
Activate to perform a profound strike. Your next melee attack will deal an
additional 75% damage.
Cooldown: 10 minutes

Berserk
Activate when your rage is full. Increase damage by 15% but
also increases damage taken by 15% for 10 seconds. (Requires a
class with rage)
Cooldown: 30 minutes

ThornyRose’s chest tightened. Three things and none of them
were useful for her. That axe’s stats was really too violent, and that
sword’s effect was really outstanding. It could be said they were
top-notch equipment for the present stage of the game. Her gaze
landed on the berserk skillbook and she hesitated a bit. Although
she was tempted, she had already decided to be a defensive fighter.



She shook her head and sighed. It’s all for the sake of the hidden
story quest. She saw Ye Cang’s inquiring gaze and unhappily said,
“You three can split the items, but give us two gold as
remuneration.”

Ye Cang didn’t say anything. He wasn’t in the mood to speak
right now. He nodded his head which still had 5 bright red
fingerprints on it and threw two gold over. He then took the three
things Lin Le brought over. He took the two handed sword for
himself, and simply fastened it onto his back in a way that could be
easily drawn. To him, the sword wasn’t too heavy or too light. It
was the perfect weight to still be easy to handle.

As for the heavy axe and the skill book, they were both
distributed to Lin Le. Lin Le became the one who reaped the most
reward. The dark red, heavy axe that was almost as big as he was
went on his back making him feel like a berserker. He raised his
chin proudly.

Regarding the loot distribution, FrozenBlood and GreenDew had
no objections. After all, they couldn’t use any of the items. Also,
gold coins was something they really needed right now.

ThornyRose crossed her arms. She looked at the five fingerprints
she left on Ye Cang’s face and seemed to have calmed down. She
didn’t know why, but she felt like laughing. FrozenBlood saw
ThornyRose’s appearance and smiled. “What, fallen for him?”

“Get lost! Don’t mess with this lady.” ThornyRose glared angrily.
Originally her heart was already in turmoil. Now, she could fly
into rage at any moment. She had to continuously control her
mental state.

At this time, the lava in the cracks on the ground started emitting
a red light. ThornyRose was calming her heart and happened to see
this. She shouted, “Something’s happening!”

Everyone quickly gathered together, wary of the red light that
was flowing like wisps of air and condensing together not far away.



The silhouette of a woman slowly took shape. It faintly said,
“Brave warriors, thank you for defeating that greedy lava lamia
and freeing this volcano...”

Everyone sighed in relief. If it was another dreadful boss, in the
situation where they didn’t have the rune stone, it was basically
guaranteed they would all be sent back to town.

“You’re too kind. If I run into injustice, I draw my blade to help.
How could I allow these sins to pass while I live?” Ye Cang stepped
up and slightly bowed, touching a fist to a palm.

“Exactly!” Lin Le raised his axe going following Ye Cang’s lead.
“Hah...” ThornyRose who was planning to reply, let out a sigh.

“What does that mean? Anyways, to express my thanks, please
receive my blessing!” The silhouette made of red light let out of
burst of energy that enveloped everyone. The volcano began
becoming active again and the nearby rocks were submerged in
lava.

Everyone felt a warmth in their body.

“Congratulations, you’ve receiving Bachiya’s blessing.
Permanently gain +1 Constitution and +1 Fire Resistance.”

ThornyRose, FrozenBlood, and GreenDew became happy. They
were actually awarded a permanent attribute and fire resistance.
This trips rewards were rather good. Naturally, compared to the
three guys, they could only smile bitterly.

The red silhouette gradually dissipated. “I'm going to continue
my slumber. Farewell, brave warriors.”

ThornyRose’s mood had become a lot better. Everyone turned
around to leave and found that the exit was completely gone. All
that was left was a chasm that they couldn’t possible cross. Peering
at the surroundings, they couldn’t find any other path. What’s
going on? This NPC was really too wicked. Giving a rewards and
then giving them death. Although they wouldn’t lose too much



experience from just dying once.

“How do we cross?” ThornyRose asked as Ye Cang came to the
chasm’s edge and looked down at the lava. The other side was too
far.

Ye Cang indifferently smiled. He took out a bundle of rope. He
tied a big loop and a small loop. The small loop was tied onto his
arrow. He aimed high at the other side. ThornyRose frowned, it
wouldn’t work, the arrow couldn’t possible support their weight.

“I'm afraid this won’t work...” ThornyRose said. FrozenBlood
and GreenDew also didn’t have any hope.

Shoo~ The arrow flew out, and stabbed into the rock wall on the
other side. Ye Cang continued to calmly smile. He gave the rope a
few good tugs.

ThornyRose sighed. “Like I said...”

At this time, the big loop perfectly caught on a stalagmite.
ThornyRose looked at the rope that was not falling and couldn’t
believe her eyes. She knew that this guy’s eyes could see further
than the rest of them in the dark, but she still raised her eyebrows
in surprise. This guy still has such skills hidden up his sleeve.

FrozenBlood sighed, this dangerous situation could be considered
dissolved.

“You should cross first. One at a time. Quickly.” Ye Cang tied this
side of the rope onto a stalagmite and urged ThornyRose.



Chapter 28: Welcoming the Sun

Hearing Ye Cang urging her to go first, ThornyRose didn’t know
what to say. Without making a fuss, she grabbed the rope and
started climbing across. She looked pretty athletic and skilled. The
hatred she had for Ye Cang lessened by a bit. It turned out this
smelly guy still has some good points. She quickly reached the
middle.

“My bad. I didn’t send you out of the volcano. It’s been a long
time since I've last appeared, my mind is still in disorder, and I
almost forgot. Brave warriors...” A familiar voice was heard. The
red silhouette slowly appeared again. Everyone quickly turned
around, slowly processing the meaning of those words. They could
directly lea