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      The Most Alluring Vampire Princess


      “Shea... Come on, Shea...” Yue’s pleading voice could be heard from within the kitchen of Vandre’s hidden ice palace. Shizuku, who’d just happened to be passing by, poked her head through the doorway to see what was going on in the kitchen.


      “You can’t, Yue-san. I told you already, one per person.”


      “Kaori doesn’t need her share. Please, let me have just one more!”


      “No means no! Kaori-san’d cry if she found out only her share was missing! You already ate the extra I made to taste test, so be satisfied with that!”


      It seemed Shea had made cupcakes as a treat for everyone and Yue, who had shown up to help Shea taste test, was trying to filch other people’s portions. More specifically, Kaori’s portion.


      “But your cupcakes are just so delicious, Shea...”


      “Ehehe, I’m glad you like them. Still, I can’t give you any more.”


      “Shea, pleaaaaaase!”


      “What are you, five!?”


      Yue tugged on the hem of Shea’s frilly pink apron, looking up at the bunny girl with pleading eyes. Right, now she was certainly acting like she was five.


      Wow... Yue lets herself act really spoiled around Shea. I guess they’ve gotten even closer after the events in the labyrinth... When Shizuku had first met Yue and Shea, Yue had been the responsible older sister while Shea was the carefree, airheaded younger sister. But now their roles seemed reversed. Still, despite her admonitions, Shea didn’t seem all that annoyed by Yue’s pleading. There was actually a smile on her lips and her bunny ears were flopping happily back and forth.


      Her happiness was understandable, considering Yue had only shown this side of herself to Hajime before. The fact that she was acting this unguarded around Shea meant she considered the bunny girl just as special as she did Hajime. And considering how much Shea loved Yue, it was only natural she’d be happy about that.


      “Hmph! Who’s more important to you, me or Kaori?”


      “Oh, come on, are you really gonna go there? I hate questions like that.”


      “What!? Curse you, Shea... If you won’t give me special treatment, then this is what you get!”


      “Huh? Hey, Yue-san!? Quit rubbing my tail! You know I’m sensitive there! Hey, cut it out!”


      “It’s fine! It’s not like it’s hurting you!”


      “When did you become such a pervert, Yue-san!?”


      Yue ran her hands all over Shea’s soft tail, making her legs go weak. Blushing, Shea nevertheless launched a counterattack and started tickling Yue’s thighs. The two continued horsing around for a few minutes, completely oblivious to the outside world.


      I guess I shouldn’t intrude. Better get out of here before they realize I’ve been watching... I have to say, though, Yue looks really cute when she’s acting all spoiled... Shizuku was a little envious of how easily Yue was able to impose on other people. She’d only just learned to be more honest with her feelings, so she still wasn’t comfortable inconveniencing others for her own sake.


      Maybe I should try acting like that around Kaori as practice... she thought to herself with a wry smile.




      Sometime later, the fragrance of tea and cupcakes alerted everyone in the living room that teatime was here.


      “Mmm, these are pretty good. Nice job, Shea.”


      “They really are delicious... I’m pretty confident in my baking skills, but I can’t hold a candle to you, Shea.”


      Shea smiled bashfully as Hajime and Kaori showered her with praise. Tio and the others complimented her as well, which made her bunny ears flop again as she blushed. Shizuku, too, praised Shea’s cooking, but her attention was more focused on Yue. Yue took her small fork, cut out a part of the cupcake, and brought it to her equally small mouth. After a few seconds of chewing, she swallowed and said, “Mmm... Delicious.”


      Smiling, Yue reached out for her teacup. She savored the tea’s fragrance for a few seconds, then brought the cup to her lips and took a sip.


      I didn’t realize it before, but Yue is really refined. Or maybe elegant is a better word to describe her. She doesn’t normally come off that way, but when she’s eating and stuff, you can tell she was raised as a noble... From Shizuku’s perspective, Yue’s manner of eating and drinking seemed really dignified. In fact, Shizuku found herself captivated by Yue’s graceful and beautiful demeanor. But more than that, she was envious. Before she knew it, Shizuku was trying to copy Yue’s mannerisms. Thanks to her years of training, she had confidence in her posture at least. Keeping an eye on Yue, Shizuku straightened her back, rested her legs at a perfect right angle, and did her best to wrap her fingers as gracefully as possible around the handle of her teacup. Then, she brought the cup to her lips and closed her eyes, savoring the taste of the tea.


      I wonder if I’m doing it right? I can’t really tell. If I want to practice, I’ll need to do it in front of a mirror... Shizuku slowly opened her eyes to find Yue staring at her. “ASJgofijg!?”


      “Sh-Shizuku-chan, are you okay!?”


      Kaori quickly held out a handkerchief as Shizuku started choking on her tea. Embarrassed by her extremely inelegant reaction, Shizuku blushed. She thanked Kaori and took the handkerchief from her. She could tell Yue was still staring at her, but Shizuku was too embarrassed to meet the vampire girl’s gaze. A second later, Yue got to her feet and pattered over to where Shizuku and Kaori were sitting. She stepped in front of Kaori and looked down at her.


      “Huh? What is it, Yue—?”


      “Hup!”


      Before Kaori could finish her question Yue hurled her into the seat next to Hajime with gravity magic, the very same seat she’d been sitting in moments ago, in fact. And before anyone could process what had just happened, she used gravity magic again to swap her tea and cupcake with Kaori’s and sat down next to Shizuku. It seemed she’d wanted to swap seats. Finally realizing what was going on, Kaori stared reproachfully at Yue and shouted, “Y-Yue, you can’t just throw people like that! It’s rude!”


      “It looked like you wanted to sit next to Hajime, so I gave you my seat. Moron.”


      “Well, you didn’t have to do it like that! And stop calling me a moron!”


      “Do you want to swap back, then?”


      “N-No, I’m fine like this. Th-Thanks.”


      “Hmph!”


      Everyone watched the exchange in shock. Yue had never given anything up to Kaori before. They would have been less surprised if someone had told them the world was ending tomorrow. Shizuku, who was the most confused by this sudden turn of events, timidly opened her mouth and asked, “Umm, Yue? Why—?”


“Shizuku... aren’t you going to drink your tea?”


      “Huh? Oh, umm...”


      Yue was staring at Shizuku’s half-full cup of tea. After a few seconds, she looked up into Shizuku’s eyes and repeated her question.


      “Aren’t you going to drink your tea?”


      “I-I will...”


      Buckling under the pressure, Shizuku reached out for her teacup. The whole time, Yue stared intently at her.


      This is so awkward! I can’t drink my tea like this... It was doubly difficult because Shizuku had been planning to mimic Yue’s refined mannerisms. Nervous, Shizuku’s hand started shaking, rattling her teacup and saucer.


      “Calm down... You have a good posture already, Shizuku, so you shouldn’t have any trouble. Just bring your arm back a little and pay more attention to the position of your fingers. And instead of bringing your mouth to the cup, bring the cup to your mouth.”


      Yue rested her hands on Shizuku’s arms and gently adjusted her posture.


      “U-Umm... like this?”


      Still a little confused, Shizuku did as Yue told her. She took a small sip of her tea, then glanced over at Yue.


      “Mmm, good... You have a very pretty form.”


      Yue smiled as she patted Shizuku’s head like a teacher praising an exceptionally gifted student.


      “Th-Thank you... Yue.”


      Shizuku blushed again, feeling equal parts happy and embarrassed. She was amazed that Yue could both act like a spoiled child and a gentle, watchful older sister. Though Yue looked like she was barely in her teens, Shizuku couldn’t imagine treating her like someone younger than her. She just seemed too wise and charming for that. It was little wonder that men and women alike found Yue captivating.


      “H-Hey, Yue! Stop seducing my Shizuku-chan!”


      Seeing Shizuku blush as Yue patted her suddenly made Kaori worried that her best friend would be stolen.


      “Kaori!? No, you’ve got it all wrong! I haven’t been seduced or anything, I just...”


      “Hmph... Stupid Kaori, did you really think you two would be friends forever?”


      Grinning wickedly, Yue pulled Shizuku’s head into her bosom. Naturally, that made Kaori jump to her feet and shout, “I won’t let you have Shizuku-chan!”


      Hajime and the others smiled ruefully, realizing that Kaori and Yue’s usual catfight was about to begin. But before it could—


      “Th-That’s not fair! You can’t teach just Shizushizu!”


      “S-Suzu?”


      “Please seduce me too, Y-Yue-oneesama!”


      Hajime, Ryutarou, and Kouki all gave Suzu a surprised look, but Yue seemed more than happy to oblige.


      “Very well... I will make both you and Shizuku mine. Shea’s already head over heels for me, and Tio’s like a pet, so she doesn’t count! Once I have you two, Kaori’ll be allllll alone!”


      “Yue, you jerk! How can you do this to me!?”


      Suzu chuckled to herself while Shea muttered, “Well, I can’t deny it.”


      Tio naturally started panting like always, while Kaori fumed. Shizuku opened her mouth to say something, but before she could, Yue glanced down at her and gave her a wink. It seemed Yue had purposely goaded Kaori to change up the atmosphere and help Shizuku feel less embarrassed about copying Yue.


      Man... I really can’t hold a candle to her... Shizuku thought as she smiled to herself.


      “Thanks, Yue. I see why Nagumo-kun loves you so much.”


      Yue grinned triumphantly at Shizuku and replied, “Mmm...”
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