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      The War of Love and Brains between the Valkyrie and the Vampire Princess


      [This short story contains spoilers so please read it after finishing the series first]




      “Hajime.”


      “What is it, Yue?”


      “Mmm, no, it’s nothing.”


      Hajime and Yue were taking a stroll together in a quiet corner of Verbergen. A few days had passed since Ragnarok, and Hajime had finally recovered enough that he could walk around unaided. The two of them were dressed simply, with Hajime wearing just a shirt and pants and Yue in a white one-piece dress.


      Yue was leaning on Hajime’s back, but she was also floating a few centimeters off the ground, using gravity magic to ensure most of her weight wasn’t actually bearing down on him.


      “What is with those two? They said they were going out for a walk, but all they’re doing is flirting.”


      “They only have eyes for each other, like always.”


      “I’m amazed they haven’t looked away from each other even once this whole time.”


      “I suppose the fact that Master can walk through the gnarled undergrowth without tripping despite not looking at his feet proves he’s mostly recovered….”


      Kaori, Shizuku, Shea, and Tio had been surreptitiously following Hajime and Yue, and the four of them pouted a little as they watched the pair flirt.


      Suddenly Shea’s bunny ears twitched, so she looked a short distance in front of Hajime and muttered, “Oh, there’s a monster up ahead…”


      It seemed Hajime and Yue’s walk had taken them out of Verbergen’s borders and into the forest proper. Plenty of monsters roamed the forest outside of the city’s barriers, but of course, Yue quashed this one instantly with her gravity magic. She didn’t even look at it, as she was too busy kissing Hajime to give it even a cursory glance. It was clear that anyone who tried to interrupt her private time with Hajime would be destroyed without hesitation.


      “I get it, you know? They were apart for a while, and they really want to make up for it by spending more time together. But like…”


      “I know exactly how you feel, Kaori. Spending literally every single waking moment together is a little much!”


      “Yeah, they’ve been close enough to touch each other 24/7 the past few days.”


      “I saw the two of them using their Treasure Troves to change together this morning, even. Obviously, they take their baths together as well, but I’m beginning to suspect they’re even going to the bathroom together at this point.”


      Yue’s love for Hajime had gone out of control, and she seemed unwilling to leave his side for even a second. For his part, Hajime didn’t seem to mind one bit. In fact, he looked happy about all the attention. At first, Shea and the others had let Yue monopolize him out of consideration for the time they’d spent apart, but they were quickly running out of patience.


      “We want to sit around and flirt with Hajime-kun too!”


      “Yeah, I thought we’d gotten closer recently, but now all that progress feels like a lie.”


      “What if we never manage to make the leap from friends to lovers? You’re lucky, Shea. You already were formally accepted into Master’s harem. You don’t need to worry like we do.”


      “It’s even worse for me! I’m supposed to be Hajime-san’s girlfriend, but he hasn’t even said more than five words to me in the past few days!”


      This was, in part, why the four of them were tailing Yue and Hajime today.


      “Man how long are those two going to keep making out for—whoa?!”


      “H-Hey, wait, why are they going into those bushes?!”


      “Yue’s started taking off her clothes!”


      “Here?! In broad daylight?! I get that you’re horny, but there’s gotta be a limit!”


      Of course, part of the reason Hajime and Yue had gone somewhere deserted was so that they could fuck uninterrupted. After all, they would have been more likely to get walked in on had they tried to have sex in their room.


      Shea and the others found a thicket to hide behind and watched on with great interest, their cheeks bright red. The fact that no one suggested maybe they should leave and give Hajime and Yue some privacy showed just how pent-up they all were. They’d fought just as hard as Hajime, and they felt like they deserved some time with Hajime too. And yet, he’d barely said anything to them the past few days. They perked up their ears to make sure they caught every word that Yue and Hajime said to each other.


      “Mmm, Hajime, what if I transformed this time?”


      “Into which form?”


      “He he, whichever you like. I can look your age...or even older.”


      “What if we went through them all in order?”


      “His strike range is that big?!” Shea and the others exclaimed in unison.


      Fortunately, no matter how young or old Yue looked, she was still much older than 18.


      “Mmm, okay. But first—I need to send these peeping toms home.”


      “What?!”


      A second later, Kaori and the others found themselves staring at the familiar walls of the lodge they were staying at. Yue had instantly teleported them all without even using a portal.


      “Ngh, damn you, Yue!”


      “C-Calm down, Kaori. I’m sure the two of them will stop spending all their time together soon enough,” Shizuku said in a placating tone.


      “I dunno about that…Knowing them, this could go on for a long time,” Shea mused.


      “S-Still, we should wait a little bit longer,” Tio chimed in hesitantly.


      If nothing else, Tio realized that trying to butt in now would just backfire. Vexing as it was, they would have to wait for a little bit at least.


      Unsurprisingly, the situation didn’t change whatsoever even after a few days passed. Kaori and the others directly aired their grievances with Yue a few times even, but she just said “Okay,” and then proceeded to not change her behavior at all. In fact, she started straight up kidnapping Hajime to make it impossible for Kaori and the others to find him. It was clear she still hadn’t had enough alone time with Hajime, and only she knew when she’d finally let him go.


      Unsurprisingly, Kaori and the others finally ran out of patience. One day, while Yue was sitting contentedly in Hajime’s lap, the four of them knocked down the door to their room.


      “I can’t take this anymore!”


      “Kaori?! What’s wrong?! Why do you look so—?“


      Hajime gave Kaori a stunned look, but before he could finish his sentence, Shea, Tio, and Shizuku filed in, looking just as furious as Kaori. They were tired of having their reward kept just out of reach, so they’d come to do something about it.


      “We challenge you to a duel, Yue!” Tio shouted.


      “Don’t worry, you’ll get to fight us one on one. Though, you’ll have to do all four duels one after another,” Shizuku said with a terrifying grin.


      “If any of us manage to beat you, you have to promise to stop monopolizing Hajime-san,” Shea added.


      “You’re not thinking of running away like a coward, are you?” Kaori asked with a taunting smile.


      Yue grinned fearlessly at the four of them, then kissed Hajime on the lips just to show off, eliciting growls of anger from the other girls.


      “I’ll be right back,” she said to Hajime, then snapped her fingers.


      A second later, all five girls were standing in the middle of the forest.


      “Prepare yourself, Yue!”


      “You’ve been hogging Hajime far too much. We deserve a chance to spend time with him too.”


      “It’s time I knocked some sense back into you, Yue.”


      “Yue-san, I’m Hajime-san’s girlfriend too, aren’t I? So how come I can’t even go into his bedroom, huh? If you can’t give me a good answer, I’m going to have to beat the shit out of you.”


      “Mmm…it seems you’ve all lost your minds,” Yue mumbled as she floated up off the ground and wrapped herself in golden light.


      “You all look like starving beasts... How sad. Maybe I have been hogging Hajime too much. Here, let’s compromise.”


      Yue smiled gently, clearly trying to convince the others that this wasn’t worth fighting over. Kaori and the others hesitated, curious to see what kind of compromise Yue would offer.


      “You can all have three minutes with him each every day—”


      “Hell no!” the four of them shouted in unison.


      That was barely enough time to make cup ramen. Completely forgetting that they’d promised to fight Yue solo, Kaori and the others charged at her simultaneously.


      Yue immediately teleported up far above them. Smiling triumphantly, she transformed into her adult form and summoned a triple-ringed halo behind her.


      “Sorry, but I’m not interested in a duel. You guys interrupted my precious time with Hajime, so—”


      A massive wave of pressure emanated from Yue, strong enough to bring Shea and the others back to their senses. Yue had clearly gotten much stronger than she’d been before Ehit had kidnapped her.


      “You need to be punished,” Yue finished with a grin.


      That day, an entire section of the forest was obliterated.


      The next morning, Shea and the others sat around a circular table in their room, their expressions serious. The battle the other day had only knocked them out, and none of them had sustained serious injuries. They’d been debating for hours over how to get Yue to loosen her grip on Hajime and had finally come to a conclusion.


      “We’ve gotta do it.”


      “Yeah, it doesn’t matter if this is going to sully our pride, we have no choice.”


      “I agree. Let’s go with Kaori-san’s plan. Hajime-san’s already proven how strong that thing is.”


      “In this we are one. Come what may, we shall share our fate.”


      The four of them sounded like they were making some lifelong oath like the heroes of the Three Kingdoms as they clasped each other’s hands. They then rose to their feet and headed out toward the city’s plaza. They ignored all of the students and residents they passed along their way and went straight for Hajime and Yue, who were eating lunch together.


      Upon hearing Kaori and the others’ footsteps, Yue turned warily to them, while Hajime looked conflicted over whether or not to say anything. Before he could though, the four of them bowed their heads and said, “Please forgive us! We can’t stand being away from Hajime any longer!”


      They were using the ultimate technique passed down in the Nagumo family, apologizing so profusely that the other side gave up. Ninety percent of all problems could be solved with this technique.


      Hajime looked at the four of them, stunned.


      Equally nonplussed, Yue stammered, “O-Okay, okay! I get it, so please stop bowing to me!”


      “Not until you promise to stop monopolizing Hajime!”


      “How serious are you guys?!”


      Their bows were so sincere that Yue, who’d been blinded by love, finally returned to her senses. In fact, she even felt a little guilty that she’d pushed the other girls this far. As a result, she bowed back and shouted, “I’m sorry too!”


      History would remember this as the day that five beautiful women all stood in Verbergen’s plaza, bowing so deeply to each other that they ended up on all fours. Afterward, Yue and the others all reconciled, and Yue started thinking up an actual, reasonable plan for how to share Hajime. The plan was more than enough to satisfy Shea and the others, but it also made Liliana and Aiko start to panic, since they were worried they’d get left out.


      Incidentally, details of that monumental event got blurred in retellings, and eventually, rumors started to spread that Hajime had forced all five of them to kneel before him. Naturally, this made people mutter about how much more of a Demon Lord he was, causing that title to become set in stone.
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