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      The Work of an Apprentice Noble


      “Bertilde, do put the dishes away.”


      At Ottilie’s instruction, I, Bertilde, began clearing away the plates from Lady Rozemyne’s lunch. I was still hard at work when Lieseleta and Hartmut arrived and placed a potion in front of her.


      “Lady Rozemyne, we ask that you drink this and spend the rest of the afternoon recovering. You look unwell.”


      “As delightful as that sounds, we do not know how long we have before Lady Georgine’s attack,” Lady Rozemyne said. “I would like to do what I can while I can.”


      She had gone to the Royal Academy a girl, vanished, and then suddenly returned a woman. It appeared to me that she still wasn’t used to her new body, yet she was spending what time she had brewing magic tools to aid in the Defense of Ehrenfest.


      “You will accomplish more by resting now than overexerting yourself and ending up bedridden,” Hartmut said. “You spent a lot of mana brewing this morning; Clarissa and I will take the opportunity to rest as well.”


      “I agree,” I swiftly added. “Please do rest.”


      Lady Rozemyne often insisted that her two jureves had made her as healthy as the rest of us, but that was no excuse not to take a break when she looked so thoroughly exhausted.


      “Even when you look well, you have a tendency to abruptly take ill,” I said. “My elder sister told me as much. So please—rest this afternoon.”


      My sister had retired from Lady Rozemyne’s retainership after her engagement to the aub. It was my duty to take her place. I would ensure that Lady Rozemyne rested no matter what.


      “Very well. I shall rest,” Lady Rozemyne reluctantly conceded, reaching for her potion. “I will ring a bell when I wake. You may all relax until then.”


      Relieved, Lieseleta and Gretia began to prepare a change of clothes.


      I exchanged a smile with Ottilie, then returned to clearing away the dishes. I stacked them on a small serving cart and took them to the retainer room in Lady Rozemyne’s chambers, where we retainers ate, worked, rested, and socialized.


      “Bertilde, did Rozemyne agree to drink the potion?” Cornelius asked. He had already eaten lunch in preparation to accompany her on her afternoon brewing. Matthias and Leonore looked over with concern.


      “She did, yes. She is preparing to rest as we speak.” I pushed the cart into the elevator and activated it, sending the plates down to the servants in the basement. “Once her dishes are returned to the kitchen, our lunches will arrive. I will get them ready for us.”




      Lieseleta waited at Lady Rozemyne’s bedside until our lady was asleep. She joined us in the retainer room right as we started eating.


      “How fares Lady Rozemyne?” I asked.


      “She went to bed before she could collapse and is sleeping soundly thanks to the potion,” Lieseleta answered. “I doubt we have much to worry about.”


      Everyone else took the news well, but I was still very concerned. I had only recently become Lady Rozemyne’s apprentice attendant.


      She was absent for almost the entire academic term, after all.


      “Though I was trained to be Lady Rozemyne’s retainer, I know the least about her and have spent barely any time in her service,” I said. “That is my one regret.”


      Lady Rozemyne would soon be adopted by the royal family and move to the Sovereignty. The aub had told me personally; even my father had been bound to silence by contract magic. Only adult retainers were allowed to accompany her, which excluded me, so I would switch to serving my elder sister when the time came.


      “I imagine Lady Rozemyne feels just as much regret, Bertilde,” Ottilie noted. “You are the only one of her retainers who was trained to serve her specifically.”


      “Hmm? Despite the fact that Lady Veronica prepared retainers for Lord Wilfried, and Lady Florencia prepared retainers for Lady Charlotte and Lord Melchior?” Lieseleta asked. She and the other retainers not of the Leisegangs could barely contain their surprise.


      Under normal circumstances, when a child was born to the archducal family, the mother’s relatives and valued retainers would start training children of a similar age whom they thought would make suitable retainers. There was no guarantee they would actually enter the child’s service—clashes of personality could pose a major problem—but it was highly likely. Those retainers would then protect the child in the mother’s place, acting on her will.


      This hadn’t been the case for Lady Rozemyne, however.


      “Rozemyne’s adopted, after all,” Cornelius said. “Her family wasn’t told she was raised in the temple, and the aub didn’t wait long to push for her adoption. Not to mention, she slept in a jureve for two years just a year and a half after her baptism. How could anyone have prepared retainers for her?”


      I nodded. As a Leisegang, I understood that Rozemyne’s birth hadn’t been disclosed to her family or anyone else.


      Lieseleta blinked in surprise and turned to me. “Oh? But Brunhilde asked Lady Elvira for training. Was that not so she could serve Lady Rozemyne?”


      After being baptized, those who wished to be attendants spent a portion of their training in another household. If they failed to meet the expectations of the role, they would not be acknowledged as apprentice attendants or permitted to serve in public locations such as the castle or a giebe’s estate.


      My sister had trained under Lady Elvira, but not to become Lady Rozemyne’s retainer.


      “Rozemyne hadn’t been adopted by the time of Brunhilde’s training,” Cornelius said with a smile.


      The passing of Karstedt’s third wife had led to Lady Rozemyne being secretly raised by Lord Ferdinand in the temple. Not even the Leisegangs had been informed until Lady Veronica’s detainment, as nobody had known how she might be exploited.


      “The announcement that the archduke intended to adopt her came suddenly—only a month before her baptism,” Cornelius went on. “Day in and day out, the Leisegangs were inundated with ordonnanzes. How could anyone have prepared retainers for her?”


      “In truth, I believe my sister asked Lord Bonifatius’s first wife for training in secret,” I said. “When his first wife climbed the towering stairway shortly before my sister’s baptism, my sister asked to train under Lady Elvira instead. She wasn’t specifically hoping to become Lady Rozemyne’s retainer.”


      “Oh my. Is that so?”


      “Indeed. There are few households worthy of educating a daughter of Giebe Groschel, given our house’s close ties with the archducal family, so my sister had quite the struggle before Lady Veronica was deposed.”


      So I said, but it was only hearsay. I had never seen Lady Veronica personally. I doubted I would even be able to recognize her.


      “Brunhilde once consulted me and asked if my house could educate her if Lady Elvira refused,” Leonore said. “If she passed her training period, she would be able to receive a giebe’s education in Groschel while doing apprentice work.”


      Matthias stroked his chin, then looked up in realization. “The wife of a giebe should train apprentice attendants in her living quarters. Could Brunhilde not just have trained in Groschel?”


      “That would arouse suspicion that her mother was showing favoritism, which is why apprentice attendants generally train in other households,” Ottilie explained. “It also teaches them that the methods they became accustomed to at home don’t necessarily apply everywhere. It is common for attendants to work wherever their relatives marry.”


      “Oh?” Laurenz looked impressed. “We knights train in our provinces under our local Knight’s Orders. I never knew attendants had it so rough. There are more differences between our professions than I thought.”


      Matthias nodded. I was familiar with the work of apprentice attendants, but I knew very little about apprentice knights and scholars.


      “I heard that Lady Brunhilde was being trained to become the next Giebe Groschel,” Roderick said. He was a mednoble, and unlike Cornelius and Leonore, he wasn’t a close relative of Brunhilde’s, so he had to address her formally. The stark reminder that my sister was no longer one of Lady Rozemyne’s retainers filled me with sorrow.


      Though I won’t mind being her attendant, I really hoped we could serve Lady Rozemyne together.


      I had been so looking forward to working alongside Brunhilde and learning from her at the Royal Academy. Instead, I would enter a servile relationship with her. Once she was married, I would no longer be permitted to behave casually in her presence.


      “Why, then, did Lady Brunhilde choose to be an attendant rather than a scholar?” Roderick continued. “If she were a scholar, she wouldn’t have gone to another household. She could have worked in Groschel.”


      Leonore sighed. “She said it was so she could move to the Sovereignty if the need arose. After weighing up whether she could get better grades as a scholar or an attendant, she determined she was better suited to the latter. She didn’t think she would be able to meet Professor Hirschur’s expectations as a scholar.”


      Attendants were all expected to perform to a certain standard, whether they were from a top-ranking or bottom-ranking duchy. Since most scholars were taken from Drewanchel, however, a scholar from a bottom-ranking duchy would need to truly excel to be noticed.


      “Now that Lady Veronica has been deposed, few Leisegangs are entering the Royal Academy with hopes of moving to the Sovereignty,” Leonore said. “It used to be very common, though.”


      Her words prompted awkward glances from those who were once in the Veronica faction. They would never have considered such a position themselves. Not long ago, House Groschel had struggled merely to survive.


      “I am glad that children no longer have to despair for their futures,” Ottilie said with a sympathetic sigh. “Times truly have changed. We had our own trials when I was young, but things only got worse when the previous aub passed away, leaving even fewer people who could restrain Lady Veronica.”


      “Times were tough even when you were baptized?”


      “Indeed. Lord Karstedt was still an archduke candidate, and Lady Veronica was willing to eliminate any Leisegang who opposed Lady Georgine.”


      The Leisegang woman who married Giebe Groschel had always been treated extremely harshly—as had her descendants—but only after the aub’s passing were the Leisegangs as a whole targeted.


      “Under whom did you train, Ottilie? Lord Bonifatius’s first wife?”


      “I was trained by Lady Irmhilde and continued to serve in her estate until my marriage. The estate now functions as Lady Rozemyne’s library.”


      “Lady Irmhilde... She’s the half-sister of both Lord Bonifatius and the previous archduke, no?” I asked, trying to recall the aub’s family tree.


      Ottilie nodded. “You are very learned, Bertilde. As the aub’s half-sister, Lady Irmhilde was largely out of Lady Veronica’s reach, and once she left the castle, Leisegangs were naturally drawn into her retinue. She could only take on so many at a time, but she chose women who would leave her service after marriage to help as many of us as she could. It was because of her that I had a relatively peaceful time of it.”


      Lady Irmhilde and Lord Bonifatius had apparently done as much as they could to protect the Leisegangs from Lady Veronica. I had heard much about Lady Veronica’s tyranny from relatives, but I hadn’t heard of the archducal family doing anything about it. I could hardly contain my interest.


      “I don’t suppose Lady Veronica interfered with those of her own faction. Gretia, where did you train?”


      “I was never outright obstructed, but as a mednoble—not the daughter of a giebe—I was afforded no generosity. I trained under my grandmother on my father’s side.”


      “Oh my. How rare,” I said, tilting my head in surprise as I recalled my sister’s difficulties. “Normally, direct relatives are avoided to ensure proper strictness.”


      Perhaps having to train in another house was the result of Lady Veronica’s malice?


      “My grandmother was rather strict, and I doubt my father would have been comfortable entrusting me to someone he wasn’t already familiar with.”


      “That seems unusual, given how diligent you are. Did you continue your apprentice work under her?”


      “Indeed. For some time, I... remained,” Gretia replied. I thought her hesitation was strange—but before I could probe further, Ottilie interjected with a smile.


      “I would assume Gretia’s father and grandmother were both concerned because she was such a quiet girl.” She turned. “And where did you train, Lieseleta?”


      “After retiring from her duties in the castle, my great-grandmother started looking after her relatives’ children, so I went to her. My elder sister also spent a year and a half training under her as an attendant.”


      “What?! Angelica trained as an apprentice attendant?” I exclaimed, my eyes flitting to the girl in question. I’d only ever seen her as a trusted guard knight, so I found it hard to imagine her in any other role.


      “My house consists of a long line of attendants, and everyone born into it is expected to continue the trend. However, my sister’s training revealed she wasn’t at all suited to the role, so...”


      “So I chose to be a knight instead,” Angelica interjected. “I still remember how much I enjoyed my first training session in the castle.”


      Angelica’s family and relatives had been stunned by her choice to become a knight, but they had agreed she was better suited for it. I genuinely couldn’t imagine her doing anything else. I was so glad she had gone down the path that was meant for her.


      “Angelica, how does one start out as an apprentice knight?” I asked. “Does one ever train under another family as we apprentice attendants do?”


      “I trained in the castle. Never anywhere else.”


      I didn’t know how to respond. Angelica’s reply was too brief to follow up on.


      “Angelica, what kind of answer is that?” Damuel asked, sighing. He then looked at me. “Unlike attendants, knights train with either their local Knight’s Order or the archducal one. We don’t practice in anyone’s personal household. However, once knights come of age, they all move into the castle dormitory to undergo recruit training.”


      In Groschel, we had our own Knight’s Order, and the training grounds were within our home estate. I didn’t know much more than that. It was forbidden for a child to be anywhere actively visited by adults before their baptism, so I hadn’t been allowed to leave the giebe’s private space during my infancy. Then, after being baptized, I had been rushed to Lady Elvira for training. Perhaps that was why I found the differences between knights and attendants so fascinating.


      “How does your training begin?” I asked. “Do you need an introduction from your parents or relatives to join the Knight’s Order?”


      “We can participate formally once we’ve gone to the training grounds and announced that we intend to take the knight course at the Royal Academy,” Cornelius answered. “Anyone who isn’t quite certain is allowed to experience training first. Some even do so while staying in the winter playroom.”


      Now that he mentioned it, we had exercised at the training grounds during that period. Apparently some children used that time to speak with knights.


      “My sister was scouted while participating in a snowball fight,” Lieseleta explained, turning to her. “Isn’t that right?”


      “Yes. They told me I was fast and well-suited to being a knight, which was when I learned that knights were even a thing.”


      The winter playroom was where children spoke with one another and considered which course to take at the Royal Academy. I never thought a noble could reach playroom age without knowing the knight course existed. Angelica must have ignored every single conversation around her.


      “Leonore, do those who train in provincial orders end up just like castle knights?” Cornelius asked.


      She looked over the apprentice knights. It was quite the gathering. Cornelius, Damuel, and Angelica were all from the Noble’s Quarter, while Leonore was from Leisegang, Matthias was from Gerlach, Laurenz was from Wiltord, and Judithe was from Kirnberger.


      “Yes, I believe so,” Leonore replied with a nod. “Anyone who goes to a giebe’s estate and insists on participating in training can meet with the province’s knight commander. If you are allowed to visit the training grounds, you are made an apprentice knight.”


      “My father was a knight of Kirnberger, so I went to the giebe’s estate with him,” Judithe said. “The only way to see the country gate is to be on guard duty at the border gate, so a lot of Kirnberger kids aspire to be knights. The giebe is always complaining that nobody wants to be an attendant.” Her face lit up. “Leonore, why did you choose to be a knight?”


      My sister had agonized over her choice due to Lady Veronica’s malice. As Count Leisegang’s niece, Leonore must have gone through something similar. I waited eagerly for her answer.


      “Leisegang’s crop fields fall victim to various feybeasts, so we have a greater need for knights than scholars. And since the line of command and unification of the order would crumble without the involvement of the giebe’s family, we try to encourage two or three members of the family to become knights.”


      “That’s true in Wiltord as well,” Laurenz said. “The giebe’s successor becomes a scholar, while the children of the second and third wives tend to become knights. It’s the same in Gerlach, right, Matthias?”


      “Generally speaking. My father ordered me to become a knight because neither of my brothers took up the role.”


      Matthias usually spoke more casually with Laurenz and anyone else from the former Veronica faction, but not when we Leisegangs were present. It was good that he took such etiquette seriously, but for the longest time, I’d thought it made him a little harder to approach than Laurenz, who spoke casually to everyone.


      Though that reservation was blown away when I saw how much trouble he had asking Ottilie to let him escort her at his graduation ceremony.


      “It’s a shame, really,” Laurenz said. “You and Leonore would have made great scholars.”


      Leonore gave a resigned smile. “I might have chosen to become one if Lady Veronica had been deposed a few years earlier. Alas, Lady Veronica and her retinue were incredibly hostile to me because of my Leisegang blood. I needed strength to defend myself, and I’ve never really minded exercise. At the time, becoming a knight was my safest option.”


      Brunhilde was never very athletic, so becoming a knight was never an option for her.


      Smiling at the disparity, I looked at Cornelius and Hartmut—two Leisegangs raised in the Noble’s Quarter. “Cornelius, Hartmut, were your decisions at all impacted by Lady Veronica?”


      “Naturally,” Cornelius said. “I vowed never to become a guard knight after seeing how she messed with my family. I wouldn’t have become Rozemyne’s if Lady Veronica hadn’t been deposed and my mother hadn’t ordered it.”


      He noted that while he hadn’t chosen to serve Lady Rozemyne, he continued to do so out of a desire to protect his little sister.


      “She had relatively little influence on my choice,” Hartmut answered. “My father serves Lady Florencia, after all, and the closer someone was to Lord Sylvester, the harder it was for Lady Veronica to do anything to them. Something must be wrong with Lord Karstedt if he couldn’t even use his authority as knight commander to protect his family.”


      “My father does not think nearly as deeply as yours,” Cornelius replied.


      It seemed that even among the Leisegangs, people faced different trials depending on their status. Lady Veronica had already been deposed by the time I gained awareness, so I had only a weak grasp of what her influence had truly been like. At times, the disparity made me feel left out of my own family.


      “Still, if someone has to express their intention to become an apprentice knight, won’t recruits come in at irregular intervals?” I asked. “Angelica had a period of training to be an attendant, so she must not have trained as a knight after her baptism.”


      “That’s right,” Damuel said. Some began training immediately after being baptized, while others held off on making a choice until shortly before enrolling at the Royal Academy. “I intended to become a scholar myself and only changed my mind when I realized it would be better to take a different profession than my older brother. My training was delayed as a result. Cornelius, you came to the castle right after your baptism, didn’t you?”


      “I come from a house of knights, and my grandfather trains all the boys. I trained at home before my baptism and was taken to the castle training grounds immediately afterward.”


      “I’m jealous,” Angelica muttered.


      “That’s pretty rare,” Damuel said at exactly the same time.


      “It might be rare to be forced to train at such a young age,” Laurenz began, “but back home, my mother would always say that if I had the energy to run around, I should go to our training grounds instead. I was left there on my own a lot of the time. I would swing a stick, trying to copy the knights’ techniques—and before I knew it, I was chasing after them on their jogs. Was that true for you as well, Matthias?”


      “Not at all. Either you had an abundance of energy, or House Wiltord is just unusual. Normally, children aren’t even allowed outside before their baptism.”


      Judithe’s eyes flitted between them. “In Kirnberger, so many kids look up to our knights that most start swinging sticks in their gardens! Laurenz was born in a giebe’s house, so I guess the training grounds were his equivalent.”


      “A back garden accessible only to family is one thing,” Leonore said, “but the children of giebes are taught not to go into public spaces accessible to adults, and they often need an attendant to watch them.”


      Matthias nodded. I had been raised as Giebe Groschel’s daughter, so I knew that to be true. Laurenz’s family was just abnormal.


      “I do wonder, how would one train as a knight without a highbeast or schtappe?” Philine asked, tilting her head. “Scholars can do the bare minimum with a pen and a board, at least.”


      Damuel chuckled. “What matters most is developing the stamina to fight for long periods and the skill to manipulate weapons effectively. Being able to use a schtappe isn’t enough.”


      “In the Gerlach Knight’s Order, apprentices work on fundamentals and accompany feybeast hunters to farming towns and forests for hands-on experience. The first duty of an apprentice is to learn to dissect feybeasts.”


      “Wiltord and Gerlach share a border, so we often hunt and train together. Hunts on the duchy border are particularly annoying. Most of the time, there’s a fight over whether Ahrensbach or we should handle the matter—though sometimes we coordinate to hunt together.”


      Problems of that nature were why giebes on the border often associated with Ahrensbach.


      “The greatest priority of a giebe’s order is to protect its land and people,” Leonore said. “In that sense, we are closer to commoners than those of the Noble’s Quarter.”


      “I felt that when visiting provinces for the printing industry,” Damuel noted, a distant look in his eyes. “As Leonore and the others said, we don’t leave the Noble’s Quarter before we come of age. Instead, we hunt weak feybeasts in the castle’s forest for practice and shadow adult knights in the hunting competition, where we learn to dissect feybeasts.”


      The autumn hunting tournament was held among all the knights of the castle. It existed primarily to secure food for winter but also to weaken the Lord of Winter before it had to be slain. I had observed the training once with Lady Elvira, but I hadn’t known that even in the provinces, the giebes’ orders would hunt feybeasts in autumn, deliver meat to winter mansions, and so on. The nobility gathered in the Noble’s Quarter for winter, so a giebe’s estate wouldn’t need much in the way of provisions.


      “This has made me realize just how little I know about life in Groschel,” I said.


      “Don’t worry about it,” Laurenz reassured me. “That’s just the difference between knights and attendants. How could you know much about Groschel when you weren’t allowed outside before you were baptized, and you went straight to Lady Elvira for training afterward? If you want to learn more about your home, you can start now.”


      His consolation eased my concern. Laurenz always had an easygoing attitude and was quick to tell others not to worry, which I could never help but accept.


      “There certainly is a gulf between the work of a guard knight and that of a province’s Knight’s Order,” I said. “While an attendant might serve different lords or ladies, our work is generally the same no matter where we go.”


      “Surely working in the castle as an archducal retainer makes some difference,” Laurenz said. “Normal knights don’t have to follow someone around all day, for instance.”


      I wasn’t familiar with the work of castle attendants. I looked around, wondering if anyone else was, and immediately caught Lieseleta’s eye.


      “Castle attendants do not serve anyone in particular, but they are generally expected to look after guests, keep the castle clean, prepare for large-scale tea parties and feasts, and so on,” she explained. “Even those assigned to observe the winter playroom are more or less performing the duties of someone looking after children at home, so even with no experience, one can imagine what to do.”


      “Compared to knights and scholars, there simply isn’t much variation in what attendants do,” Ottilie agreed.


      I turned to Philine. “Are a scholar’s duties in the castle particularly different from their duties as a retainer?”


      “I was taken as a retainer in my first year, so I don’t have the experience to say.”


      Oh, right. I heard as much.


      Philine looked around for help. Hartmut met her gaze, nodded, and explained the situation in her stead.


      “In the castle, scholars don’t undergo extensive training. They’re expected to develop specialist knowledge to handle the complex issues that might be brought to them. In a giebe’s estate, by contrast, it’s better to have a shallower understanding of a broader variety of subjects. Since provinces face such a wide range of issues, the general education given at the Royal Academy is usually sufficient.”


      I stared at him quizzically. “What do apprentice scholars do before enrolling at the Royal Academy, then? Do they have to declare their intentions as knights do?”


      “They need only write a letter stating their desire to become a scholar before the gifting ceremony,” Philine said. “They do technically have the opportunity to shadow scholars in the castle, but it hardly counts as long-term training.”


      “Scholars generally don’t start apprentice work until they’ve finished their first year at the Royal Academy and proven they can read and write at an acceptable level,” Roderick added. “Until then, they study with tutors their family hires for them. Those with scholar relatives often ask for their help, which does resemble how things usually are for attendants.”


      I was amazed that apprentice scholars didn’t undergo formal training before attending the Academy. It didn’t match my own experience whatsoever.


      “Philine, what kind of education did you receive at home?” I asked.


      “I was taught to read and do math only as well as necessary. My father said that laynobles are ill-suited for duties involving magic tools and tend to be given paperwork instead. So I wrote nonstop to improve my handwriting and practiced math on the side. My low status meant my education was quite limited. It was Lady Rozemyne, Hartmut, and Lord Ferdinand who truly taught me to be a scholar.”


      Hartmut and Lord Ferdinand? That can’t have been easy.


      It must have been because Philine kept up with such strict tutors that her apprentice work was praised so highly.


      “You had our guidance,” Hartmut said, “but your decision to take your father’s advice seriously, along with your own hard work, was what led to your success.”


      “You exaggerate. When you started tutoring me, I could only do math with single-digit numbers, and Lord Ferdinand constantly criticized me.”


      “No apprentice could satisfy him. And you forget that your writing was good enough for him to let you write letters on his behalf.”


      “I tried my best to mimic Lady Rozemyne’s handwriting.”


      Philine revealed that during her time in the winter playroom, she had studied texts written by Lady Rozemyne and copied them as closely as she could. Her father had advised her to do as much, but since the playroom largely covered the same basics, she considered Lady Rozemyne her true instructor and the example she sought to emulate.


      “You were a faster learner than Roderick,” Hartmut said, shooting the boy a stern look and making him flinch. “He had barely even learned the basics by the time he needed to start apprentice work.”


      “Ngh... It’s true,” Roderick muttered. “Back then, I thought only of offering stories to Lady Rozemyne so that I would be accepted as her retainer. That meant I was weak at math, and my handwriting was terrible. In the castle, my main duty was delivering paperwork.”


      One had to be capable of more than just composing stories to be one of Lady Rozemyne’s retainers. It was also necessary to help in the temple and conduct joint research with other duchies. Roderick’s poor handwriting meant he was unfit to write letters of invitation or replies to them, which earned him constant criticism from Hartmut.


      “Um, what about you, Hartmut? What were your duties in the castle before you became Lady Rozemyne’s retainer? You must have been doing something, since you were taken on as a fifth-year.”


      “I handled taxes and accounting. I would calculate the provinces’ incomes during the Harvest Festival, distribute some of the taxed goods to the blue priests, calculate the costs of the Starbind Ceremony and winter socializing, and review the budgets requested by the Knight’s Order, to give but a few examples.”


      In other words, Hartmut was involved in duchy-wide accounting. His uncle had taught him that grasping the flow of money would reveal the balance of power within the duchy and the nature of the people involved in particular duties.


      “I studied to become a tax official upon coming of age. That would have meant attending the Harvest Festival and handling commoner medals during local ceremonies. My studies in that area helped me a fair bit with my duties as High Priest. You never know how your actions today might benefit you down the line. Truly, this was the guidance of the gods.”


      So he said, but I knew from Ottilie that Hartmut had grown interested in religious ceremonies after seeing Lady Rozemyne’s blessings and had aimed to become a tax official so that he could accompany her during the Harvest Festival.


      “Ehrenfest and Dunkelfelger are more different than I thought,” Clarissa mused aloud.


      “Clarissa? Could you elaborate?” I asked, leaning forward. Hearing about other duchies was always such a delight.


      “Back home, becoming a knight is so much more popular than becoming a scholar or an attendant that a knight exam is held immediately after the baptism ceremony. Only those who pass are given the chance to become knights.”


      “What? A selection exam? Did you take it?”


      “Of course. But I failed, which left me with no choice but to become an apprentice scholar.”


      “You can fight as well as a guard knight yet you didn’t pass?!” Judithe exclaimed.


      “At the time, I was short for my age, and people told me I didn’t have the kind of build expected of a knight,” Clarissa explained. “Still, many of us who fail continue training to the level of a knight, and we come to be recognized as attendants or scholars of the sword. I fall into the latter camp, which is why I managed to become Lady Rozemyne’s scholar and even secure Lord Ferdinand’s approval.”


      “Even in Ehrenfest, archducal retainers are expected to undergo physical training so they can aid the archducal family in emergencies. Is that not the same thing?”


      “Not at all. Such preparations would never be enough when it truly counts,” Clarissa shot back with a frown.


      Without hesitation, she started going on about just how much training a scholar of the sword underwent. To spare us all the lecture, I politely asked why she hadn’t chosen to serve Dunkelfelger’s archducal family instead. She was an archnoble; it should have been an option for her.


      “I’m a bit too devoted to the sword even for a Dunkelfelgerian, so it was determined that I wouldn’t suit Lord Lestilaut or Lady Hannelore. Even when I was being considered as a fiancée for Lord Lestilaut, I was told that archducal wives need to contain the ditter-loving knights, not encourage them. My fondest memories of my work in the castle were investigating patterns of feybeast distribution.”


      “Doesn’t that fall to the giebes’ Knight’s Orders?” Matthias asked without missing a beat.


      “Oh, no!” Clarissa vigorously shook her head. “In Dunkelfelger, it’s scholar work! Did you know that the least popular job for scholars is becoming a ditter treasurer? You’re not allowed to play, yet you have to clean up after everyone else has had their fun.”


      “Wait. Hold on. Dunkelfelger has an accountant just for ditter?”


      “Of course. We even devote a portion of the duchy’s budget to the sport.”


      While we all stared at her in a daze, Ottilie brought our conversation to an end with a sharp clap.


      “Lady Rozemyne should wake up soon. Everyone, do what you must to prepare. Gretia and Lieseleta, fetch a change of clothes. Bertilde, clean this room. Hartmut, Clarissa—has your mana recovered?”


      “Yes, it recovered quite a while ago,” Hartmut explained. “We just thought it best to give Lady Rozemyne more time to sleep.”


      Everyone moved at once—quietly and carefully so as not to wake our lady. I loaded our empty plates onto the serving cart, rolled it into the elevator, and pressed the feystone button to send it down to the basement. Then I left the retainer room.
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      Ascendance of a Bookworm


      Drama CD 8 Post-Recording Report


      By Miya Kazuki




      Recording for the eighth drama CD took place in 2022. We would be covering Part 5 Volume 8 and Part 5 Volume 9 in succession, and each would receive two discs. My editor was quite surprised to hear it.


      “Huh? We’re making two drama CDs back-to-back?”


      “I want voices to bring the Battle of Gerlach and the Defense of Ehrenfest to life. The previous CD centered around rescuing Ferdinand, so we didn’t have room for the Battle of Gerlach, remember? Those in Ehrenfest are fighting their own battle, so I think many fans will want this.”


      In the novels, this is followed by Rozemyne’s group chasing after Detlinde and Leonzio, so this was the last chance for those in Ehrenfest to get their time to shine.


      “Hmm... That’s doable if we start planning it right away, but it’ll put a heavy burden on you, Kazuki-san. Not only are you publishing two novels consecutively, but you’ll have to write the short stories and post-recording reports. If a bout of poor health disrupts the schedule, we can cut the reports, but not the short stories. Will you be okay writing that much original content?”


      “I can manage—but it might be difficult to align with my other idea.”


      My editor frowned with concern. “Hold on a second. Now I’m scared. What are you about to suggest?”


      “If possible, I’d like to write the entirety of the Defense of Ehrenfest.”


      “What?! On top of the drama CD short stories and post-recording reports? Will you be okay?!”


      As it turned out—no, I wouldn’t.


      The Defense of Ehrenfest was delayed because of my poor health and was ultimately left out of the drama CD’s final script. I was able to include it in the novelization, but not the CD, which was a huge shame. Grr...


      I’m grateful to Kunisawa-san for managing to work in a few key lines I’d thought up, even though the surrounding plot hadn’t been written at the time.


      In any case, the eighth drama CD began with that ambition.


      My participation was entirely remote this time, so I spent the sessions squinting at an iPad in my home office. Since this release spanned two discs, recording took quite a while and was spread over five days. Good work, everyone.


      The first day alone featured eleven voice actors, so naturally, it ran longer than any of the others.




      Hayami Show


      Hayami-san voiced Ferdinand. As always, he had quite a lot of lines—but only about half as many as last time, so it probably didn’t feel like much to him. There was no need for him to listen to a reference sample, so we started recording right away.


      “Please repeat that part on page X with more force.”


      “On page Y, I’m pretty sure you just said ‘Georgie,’ not ‘Georgine.’”


      “‘Hassheights’ is not how you say that name...”


      “On page Z, you’re speaking to a large group, so put more breath behind it.”


      There were some minor adjustments, but the recording of the first part proceeded smoothly.


      “Okay, onto part two.”


      “Wha?”


      “Huh? Er... What’s the problem?”


      “We’re doing the second disc today? I left my script at home.”


      For the previous drama CD, the first and second parts had been recorded on separate days, so he assumed the same would happen this time. That was one downside of recording two discs’ worth of material.


      A staff member lent him a copy of the script for part two, and we continued.


      “Do you need time to check over the script?”


      “I did read through it, so this won’t take long.”


      True to his word, they finished in no time. Afterward, we took a photo and signed some merchandise.




      Orikasa Fumiko


      Orikasa-san voiced Effa. Thanks to her work on the anime, she didn’t need to hear a reference sample. Effa is older here than she was in the anime, so we simply aged her up a bit.


      “On page X, please sound a bit more hesitant. Damuel is still a noble, after all.”


      The scene where Effa gives Damuel her charm in the middle of the battle, worried for her husband, was performed perfectly. You could really feel how anxious she was.




      Sanpei Yuko


      Sanpei-san voiced Georgine. She had a lot of dialogue this time, which was refreshing, since she’d had only a few lines at most before.


      “Sorry, but I think the narration on page X needs a major change.”


      “Hmm?”


      “Upon emerging from the waterways, she should have been beside the boys’ building in the orphanage, but the narration says ‘the temple came into sight.’”


      “Oh, you’re right. That’s not good.”


      Good thing I noticed. It was an easy fix, and we needed only a brief discussion about how to connect it properly to part two.


      “Also, about this line—it might be best to rework the first half as narration. The explanation doesn’t blend well with the rest.”


      “True. It might have more impact if we keep only the emotional conclusion.”


      Recording continued, and we made several corrections along the way. The scene where Georgine reveled in Sylvester’s suffering from the poison she’d given him was superb.


      “That’s a bit too scary. Less seething hatred, and more genuine joy—as if she were experiencing euphoria.”


      “Some euphoria, please.”


      And so the scene became Georgine overcome with joy at Sylvester’s agony.




      Horiuchi Kenyu


      Horiuchi-san voiced Grausam. He’s involved in the anime as well—though there, he plays Viscount Gerlach.


      “Oh, by the way—for this role, you should age him up by about six or seven years compared to the anime.”


      We began recording after that clarification.


      “On page X, start with a scoff.”


      “On page Y, say ‘archducal family’ more naturally. Also, you pronounced that word differently from everyone else.”


      “On page Z, he’s angry, but keep it restrained. I want his tone to grow more and more intense over time.”


      What Horiuchi-san struggled with most was the name “Bonifatius.” It was cute how, after stumbling over it a few times, he let out a frustrated grunt. There was also this little exchange...


      “On page X, your line says ‘commoner’ (heimin). You said ‘Heisei.’”


      “Really? No way.”


      “Want me to play it back for you?”


      “I’ll pass.”


      Their banter had the whole control room laughing. Still, the actual scene was deadly serious. Look forward to the resolution of the conflict between Matthias and his father.




      Yamashita Seiichiro and Endo Hiroyuki


      Yamashita-san voiced Cornelius, while Endo-san voiced Roderick. They also provided the voices for various knights, soldiers, and enemies.


      We began by playing voice samples for Cornelius and Roderick.


      “Cornelius, I think your pronunciation of ‘Aub Ahrensbach’ sounded a bit odd.”


      “Sorry—on page X, please remove the ‘Lady’ from ‘Lady Rozemyne.’”


      “On page Y, Cornelius needs a bit more strength in his voice... Or anger, even.”


      “On page Z, you pronounced ‘Ferdinand’ with an H.”


      “On page AB, please change ‘toward the Pandabus’ to ‘toward the Pandabus, then.’”


      “Page AC needs an adjustment. Joisontak isn’t a first name; it’s a province, so let’s change this part to ‘the giebe’ or just ‘him.’ Also, Charlotte needs a title: Lady Charlotte.”


      Cornelius had a lot of lines once he joined the fighting, but Roderick only appeared at the celebration feast and had little presence. At times like this, I can’t help regretting how much more of a role he would have had if I’d finished the new material in time. I actually quite like the scene of him going around and speaking to everyone who fought.


      With the main dialogue finished, Yamashita-san and Endo-san moved on to recording action sounds—shouts, battle cries, and so on.


      “For the battle cry on page X, could you both start with a loud ‘One, two!’?”


      “Got it.”


      Yamashita-san was the first to record shouts and similar sounds for the battle scene, so we used them as a natural lead-in to the background noise. Endo-san joined in as well. I followed the script and pointed out whenever other characters’ voices needed to be included.


      “Please record Angelica’s and Leonore’s shouts for the battle cry on page X, and Hannelore’s for page Y. We should make their presence clear.”


      “Got it.”


      After delivering several shouts, they moved on to minor roles in the fight. Yamashita-san played Enemy Knight 2, Temple Knight 2, and one of Hannelore’s guards. Endo-san played Soldier 7, Ahrensbach Noble 2, a lower-city captain, one of the knight commander’s subordinates, and Krapech’s attendant. I wonder how many of you can pick out voice actors from background noise. I certainly can’t.


      The background character who left the biggest impression on me was Endo-san’s Ahrensbach Noble 2, who starts worshipping Rozemyne after receiving Hartmut and Clarissa’s teachings.


      “Doesn’t he sound a little inebriated? Something more neutral might be better.”


      “He’s too similar to Hartmut and Clarissa. If all three of them sound the same, it might be... a bit much.”


      It was during this session that an assistant pointed something out.


      “Oh—we still need to record this line on page X.”


      “Huh? Where?”


      Everyone flipped through their scripts.


      “Roderick is one of the retainers speaking here, so...”


      “Ah! Yeah, that’s an easy one to miss.”


      When a speaker tag just says “a retainer” instead of using a name, it’s easy to overlook who the line belongs to. That assistant did a great job catching it.




      Hino Mari and Kinugawa Rika


      Hino-san voiced Kamil, Nicola, and young Sylvester, while Kinugawa-san voiced Corinna and young Georgine.


      We started by establishing Nicola’s voice, since she hadn’t spoken before. Hino-san offered a very soft, reserved attempt that really did suit an attendant.


      “That’s not Nicola. Please lighten your tone and add some enthusiasm.”


      Even then, Hino-san’s voice remained reserved. Our request must have been harder than it sounded. As I debated what to say next, Suzuka-san chimed in.


      “Nicola should be more energetic, right?”


      “Yes. As it is, she doesn’t sound right at all.”


      The sound director looked worried after hearing our exchange.


      “Nicola is a temple attendant, isn’t she? Should she really be that spirited?”


      “When you put it like that, she definitely stands out among the temple attendants. But yes—she needs to be bright and energetic. She’s more of a cheerleader type.”


      The sound director summed up our input:


      “Forget about doing an attendant voice. Try to sound spirited and energetic.”


      And just like that, we got a cute Nicola.


      Corinna had already appeared in the anime, so her voice was fine—we just needed to age it up slightly. We finished recording her and Nicola’s lines without incident.


      Then it was time to create the voices for young Sylvester and young Georgine.


      “That matches my mental image of young Georgine. As for young Sylvester, please age him up a tad. Everything else was fine.”


      This was surprisingly tough. In the recollection scene, we had to cover a range of ages—three or four, seven, and even ten, depending on the line. It was a lot for Hino-san and Kinugawa-san to handle, but they managed it. Professional voice actors are amazing!


      We also worked on Kamil’s voice. He had cried in the anime, but naturally, at baptismal age, his voice would be quite different.


      “Doesn’t Kamil sound a bit too girly?”


      “Yeah. Please make him sound a bit more like a boy. Also, I think that was too young—please model it after Lutz’s voice from the anime.”


      “Go for a calmer tone while aging him up. He’s visiting a noble estate, so composure matters.”


      Hino-san also voiced Kamil in the anime. Hearing him go from weeping as a baby to speaking normally really makes you feel how much he’s grown.




      Okai Katsunori, Kanato Watai, and Takehisa Hirose


      Okai-san voiced Laurenz and a wide range of background roles, while Kanato-san and Takehisa-san provided voices for various minor characters. They added a lot of excitement to the fighting.


      In the previous installment, Laurenz only had grunts, chants, and lines that overlapped with other characters. This time, he finally got lines of his own. How nice.


      It’s only a brief exchange, but Laurenz and Matthias have a conversation original to this drama CD, so fans of the two can look forward to it.


      Once Laurenz’s dialogue was done, we quickly moved through the background characters. Okai-san voiced Soldier 5, Ahrensbach Noble 1, a scholar, and a commander. Kanato-san voiced Dunkelfelger Knight 2, Soldier 3, Ahrensbach Noble 3, Soldier 2, and Melchior’s Guard Knight 2. Takehisa-san voiced Soldier 4, an enemy, Soldier 1, and Temple Knight 8. As you can surely tell, we had quite a lot to get through.


      Okai-san actually had more lines as the unnamed commander of the Gerlach Knight’s Order than as Laurenz. How did that happen?


      “Add a ‘HAH!’ to page X. The timing should match the other similar shouts.”


      Even with a countdown before the shout, it was hard to get the timing right. Our three voice actors couldn’t quite get in sync. It wasn’t enough to bother me, but the sound director wanted perfection.


      “Hmm. Could one of you take the lead instead?”


      After that, the three of them managed to synchronize perfectly. It really was tough to align their voices with something that had already been recorded.


      On top of their background characters, the three voice actors also contributed generic background noise: chatter for the celebration feast, panicking commoners, and so on.


      “For crowd noise like this, the more people there are, the better, but...”


      “The curtains are an issue. They make each voice stand out too clearly.”


      “I wonder if there’s some kind of device that could make the voices blend together without picking up extra noise.”


      Someone please invent a system that solves this problem. It’s important.


      “Well, that should do it.”


      “Um, it says here I’m supposed to voice the wolfaniels too...”


      Kanato-san’s comment made the sound director pause before deciding they would just use sound effects instead. Kanato-san had provided excellent wolfaniel noises before, but apparently effects were the better choice this time. I do wonder what those decisions are based on. Watching veterans with decades of experience at work was something else.




      Karino Sho, Shimada Takatora, and Chiba Kohei


      Karino-san voiced Fran. Shimada-san and Chiba-san voiced various background characters. Fran had already debuted in the anime, so we didn’t need to play a reference sample.


      “On page X, you’re sounding a bit too pompous. Try to keep the tone normal.”


      “Fran—try to sound a bit more overjoyed at the very end.”


      Fran’s recording concluded without incident, which meant it was time for the background characters. Karino-san played Soldier 1, Illgner Knight 1, Enemy Knight 1, Temple Knight 1, and Melchior’s Guard Knight 1. Shimada-san played Dunkelfelger Knight 1, Soldier 2, Soldier 9, Illgner Knight 2, the giebe of Old Werkestock, and Melchior’s Guard Knight 3. Chiba-san played Soldier 5, Enemy Knight 1, Enemy Knight 2, and a knight of Old Werkestock.


      “Sensei, is the giebe’s voice okay? Not too old?”


      Shimada-san voiced the giebe of Old Werkestock, and he sounded a bit too long in the tooth for someone on the battlefield.


      “Eh... He does sound a bit too old, but his voice has force to it, and it’s within an acceptable range.”


      Once all the minor characters were recorded, the voice actors contributed some general chatter. The Dunkelfelger knights sounded like they were having the time of their lives in Bindewald. (Haha.)


      And so concluded the long first day of recording. Great work, everyone.




      Day two had only five voice actors present.




      Iguchi Yuka (Disc 1)


      Iguchi-san voiced Rozemyne, the protagonist. She had a ton of lines, so today she recorded only her dialogue for the first CD. The second CD would come tomorrow. She had worked on the anime, these drama CDs, and even the audiobook, so her recording progressed very steadily.


      “‘Gweetings’ was a typo. Please correct it.”


      “That word isn’t read that way.”


      “Sorry—on page X, please add ‘squadrons’ after ‘six.’ It seems too vague otherwise, since there’s no explanation anywhere.”


      “I think you pronounced ‘prosthesis’ differently from everyone else.”


      “Sensei, on page X, I feel like the dialogue is too expository. Could it be adjusted?”


      This section had quite a few errors I should have caught while checking the script. My bad. There were also a number of lines that needed minor adjustments once I actually heard them voiced.


      Still, Iguchi-san was something else. She was so used to the role that she finished in half her scheduled time. After the obligatory photos and signings, she left with an energetic smile.




      Koyama Tsuyoshi and Terasaki Yuka


      Koyama-san voiced Gunther and Krapech, while Terasaki-san voiced Wilfried and Judithe.


      “Is there a sample I can listen to?”


      “We have Wilfried’s and Judithe’s ready. Should we play Gunther’s too?”


      “No, that’s okay.”


      “He’s in the anime, after all.”


      The sound director decided to move forward without playing Gunther’s sample.


      “On page X, shouldn’t Gunther sound a bit happier about receiving those charms?”


      “Yeah, he should really bask in his family’s love and concern.”


      “On page Y, maybe start with full enthusiasm.”


      The battle at the west gate concluded and led into the battle at the temple. This was where Judithe shined.


      “On page X, please speak a bit more calmly. That’s narration.”


      “On page Y, the script says ‘Clarinetessa,’ but it should just be ‘Clarissa.’ Keep that in mind.”


      “On page Z, I think you said ‘Hallenore.’”


      Wilfried appeared in the celebration scene, but his lines didn’t need any adjustments.


      From there, Koyama-san recorded Krapech and the temple knight who took a leadership role, while Terasaki-san voiced the orphans. Everything finished quickly.




      Nakajima Megumi and Iwami Manaka


      Nakajima-san voiced Tuuli, while Iwami-san voiced Philine and Lieseleta.


      I heard an assistant mention that finding a sample for Philine had been tough, since she’d barely had any lines up to this point. There was no helping it. She had a decent presence in the novels, but the drama CDs focus only on the most important scenes, so her role was inevitably diminished. Too bad.


      “I apologize for how long it took to find the sample, but Philine’s voice needs to be aged up a bit more than that.”


      Once we had the voice settled, recording began. Iwami-san’s Philine and Lieseleta went smoothly, as did Nakajima-san’s Tuuli.


      “Should both Philine and Lieseleta say ‘Welcome back’ here?”


      “Yes.”


      Rozemyne’s retainers overlap when welcoming her back.


      Iwami-san and Nakajima-san went on to provide some background chatter and a few lines for the orphans, and that was that. Another good session.




      Day two came to a close. It was short and fun. That said, I immediately had to resume work on the Defense of Ehrenfest for the novels. Writing was especially enjoyable while all the actors’ voices were still fresh in my mind.




      Day three had six actors.




      Watanabe Akeno and Morohoshi Sumire


      Watanabe-san voiced Veronica and the Fraularm Three, while Morohoshi-san voiced Hannelore, Leonore, and Florencia. By “the Fraularm Three,” I mean Fraularm, her little sister, and her niece.


      “Aah, I guess we’ll start with the Fraularm Three. We’ll record them one character at a time.”


      “Oh, it’s fine. I can do them all together!”


      What? I thought. You can do that?


      I was shocked, and the sound director was impressed—but Watanabe-san managed it. She performed the Fraularm Three all at once.


      “Goodness! Gracious!”


      One shrill, annoying exclamation after another. She even managed to make each one sound a little different. Wow. Pros are amazing!


      From there, we worked on Veronica’s voice.


      “Sensei, what kind of character is Veronica?”


      “She’s a haughty noblewoman in her late fifties, with a touch of hysteria to her. However, these are flashback scenes, so she’s in her twenties in the first one, then her thirties, then her late thirties. Please adjust accordingly.”


      Watanabe-san did so perfectly. I had no complaints at all.


      Morohoshi-san checked the voice samples for Hannelore and Leonore.


      “Hmm... I feel like Hannelore sounds younger than she did last time.”


      “Try aging her up a bit to match the previous performance.”


      Once Hannelore’s voice was adjusted, we began recording.


      “On page X, I’d like more battle fervor. They’re in the middle of invading the Sovereignty, so try to match the energy of Cornelius’s performance.”


      “On page Y, please read ‘archducal family’ more naturally.”


      “On page Z, I’d like more strength in her voice.”


      We moved ahead with only minor changes.


      “Erm, about page X—could you speak a bit faster, like Hannelore is getting carried away?”


      This was an important scene for conveying the romance filter Hannelore was under, but it was long and packed with hard-to-read katakana names of gods. Morohoshi-san pulled it off with aplomb, though. She rattled off Erwachlehren, Jugereise, and Forsernte on her first try! Pros truly are amazing!


      “Ah! Part of the prayer on page X got cut out!”


      “Huh?”


      “Hold on a second. Let me find the full version...”


      The prayers normally never got messed up, since I just copied and pasted them, but it seemed part of one had been deleted while the pronunciation guides were being added to the script. It was hurriedly fixed.


      “Sensei, is page Y okay?”


      “I think so.”


      Since the protagonist’s lines had already been recorded, everyone else had to match their performance to hers, which led to a few places where things didn’t quite line up. In general, though, we progressed without incident.


      “Whoa, hold on—there’s a conversation between Hannelore and Leonore.”


      “Ugh... It’s so long too.”


      The fitting scene had a lengthy conversation between Rozemyne, Hannelore, and Leonore. The sound director held his head in his hands, and no wonder—the casting director surely hadn’t been thinking this far ahead when choosing the voice actors. After all, Hannelore and Leonore were cast during the third drama CD, which was in 2019. Um... Wait, that was three years ago. Isn’t the Goddess of Time working a bit too fast?


      I was worried about the scene, but Morohoshi-san performed it without issue. She truly is talented.


      Florencia was the final role. She didn’t have many scenes, but compared to Morohoshi-san’s other characters, she needed to sound older.


      “Sensei, how old is Florencia?”


      “She’s a reserved noblewoman in her mid-thirties. I think Morohoshi-san will be able to get it perfectly. One of the voices she used earlier was pretty close.”


      After a few adjustments, Florencia’s standard noblewoman voice was complete. Thank you, Morohoshi-san.




      Uchida Yuma


      Uchida-san voiced Hartmut. The character does a lot in this part of the story, but mostly in the background, so his line count was on the smaller side.


      “Oh, on page X, please make that a bit more businesslike. He isn’t speaking to Rozemyne.”


      The recording required only a few adjustments to his enthusiasm. Uchida-san also voiced Enemy Knight 3, Temple Knight 7, and some background characters, but those were finished promptly as well.


      “I feel like the photographs and signing session took more time than the recording.”


      “Don’t they always with him?”


      The sound director made him sound like quite the workhorse.




      Tamura Mutsumi


      Tamura-san voiced Lutz and Brigitte. Thanks to the anime, we didn’t need to play any reference samples.


      “Hmm? I feel like Lutz’s voice is too young. We aged him up during the last drama CD; please do that again.”


      “Won’t that make him sound like Brigitte?”


      “One’s a boy and one’s a girl, so...”


      “Let’s start by reviewing Brigitte’s voice.”


      The sound director checked with Tamura-san.


      “Sorry, but could you say the line on page X as Brigitte?”


      “Okay.”


      “We just want to check the voice. We won’t record it.”


      Tamura-san’s Brigitte sounded nothing like her Lutz, so there was no issue. We aged Lutz’s voice a little and began recording.


      “On page X, say ‘paper-making’ as one word, not two.”


      “On page Y, sound just a bit more excited.”


      Once Lutz’s lines were done, we moved on to Brigitte’s. We started with the same voice she’d used earlier—a sharp, cool tone befitting an inspiring older sister. The session concluded without incident.


      “Now for the orphans. The first is a young boy.”


      The minor characters’ lines were also finished in no time. Good work, Tamura-san.




      Hondo Kaede


      Hondo-san voiced Angelica. She was scheduled to record alongside Naganawa-san, but Hondo-san arrived early, so we started with her alone.


      “They don’t have any shared scenes, so it shouldn’t be a problem, right?”


      “Right. She doesn’t have many lines, anyway.”


      With that decided, we played Angelica’s voice sample and briskly began recording. She really did have only a few lines, so we finished quickly. From there, we just needed action sounds and ad-libs for the fight scenes.


      “We need a shout for page X and a war cry for page Y. Angelica’s there as a guard knight for both.”


      “Got it.”


      The recording wrapped up with a few battle cries.




      Naganawa Maria 


      Naganawa-san voiced Gretia. After playing her reference sample, we began by adjusting her delivery.


      “Hmm... That’s a bit too cute for Gretia.”


      “Too cute?”


      “A bit too high-energy. Too chirpy. Too eager.”


      During the Defense of Ehrenfest, Gretia was facing the harsh words and hostile looks directed at the former Veronica faction within the castle. She did her best not to show it to her lady, but her anxiety left little room for brightness.


      “It’s less about the voice and more about the performance. Try approaching it with... a darker personality.”


      “A darker personality? Okay.”


      After that correction, we began recording, which concluded smoothly.




      And with that, the third day ended. The next had only two actors.




      Iguchi Yuka (Disc 2)


      Iguchi-san returned as Rozemyne to finish the rest of her lines. Since she’d recorded just the day before, we planned to begin without playing a voice sample—until she asked to hear how much we had aged up her voice in the previous session.


      Fair enough; a mismatch between parts would be a problem.


      “Hmm? I feel like ‘Gerlach’ was mispronounced there.”


      “I caught that too. Can we try again?”


      Apparently, they had learned the pronunciation wrong from the start. Correcting it was a struggle.


      “Sorry—on page W, I feel like Matthias is addressed by name too often. Can we fix that?”


      “On page X, say ‘fake Georgine’ in one breath.”


      “On page Y, focus on conveying that you want to believe them but can’t.”


      “On page Z, you shouldn’t sound suspicious—just overwhelmed.”


      As we discussed these changes, a request came up. Not for Iguchi-san, but for the sound director.


      “Oh, right. The dialogue on page X was spoken using sound-blocking magic tools in the original work, so if that needs any special effects, please add them.”


      “Got it.”


      The only real challenge was a long prayer packed with gods’ names that had to be synchronized with the other performances. The timing needed to be perfect, and it also had to carry the weight of a prayer offered to the dead. That proved difficult—but when Iguchi-san pulled it off, the whole room applauded. Bravo!




      Umehara Yuuichirou


      Umehara-san played Damuel and Matthias.


      “Damuel is his main role, and he voices him in the anime too, so this should be fine.”


      At the sound director’s cue, we began without playing a reference sample. This session included the Defense of Ehrenfest, so Damuel had full lines rather than just one-word responses. Matthias also had more dialogue than usual, owing to the Battle of Gerlach. The recording order was somewhat unusual, though: Damuel’s lines for the first CD, then all of Matthias’s lines, followed by Damuel’s lines for the second CD.


      “Sensei, shouldn’t this be ‘silver-colored cape,’ not ‘silver cape’?”


      “Yeah. A cape made of silver would be pretty heavy.”


      “Ngh... Yes, please fix that.”


      Matthias’s recording began after we played a voice sample.


      “Jorgie... Jore... Jeen?”


      “Georgine.”


      “Also, try to say ‘archducal family’ more naturally.”


      Once the dialogue was recorded, we moved on to shouts, battle cries, and action sounds.


      “On page X, ad-lib some fighting noises.”


      “On page Y, shout ‘One, two!’ then let out a battle cry.”


      Umehara-san also helped with a few minor characters, playing Enemy Knight 4 and the knight who attacked the north gate. Anyone confident in their ear for voices can try to pick them out.




      And so the fourth day of recording concluded. Or it would have, if not for a sudden problem.


      “Wait. Is it just me, or did we not assign an actor to Giebe Gerlach?”


      An assistant’s question threw the room into confusion.


      “Isn’t that Grausam?”


      “They’re listed as separate characters here.”


      “What? Are they?”


      I cut in amid the panic.


      “At the time of the anime, Grausam was Giebe Gerlach, but he was removed from the position. By the time of this drama CD, someone else has been appointed Giebe Gerlach in his place. It’s a different character.”


      “Really?!”


      Giebe Gerlach is a title; when the holder is replaced, someone else assumes it. The novels go into this, but naturally, the drama CDs don’t have room for that level of detail. And since the new giebe doesn’t have a name, it makes sense that someone skimming the script for casting would assume it was the same person.


      Those of us who had read the source closely thought it was obvious they were different characters, while the sound staff—working only from the script—couldn’t tell at all. We might have avoided this by listing the role not as “Giebe Gerlach” but as “the new giebe.” That one’s on me.


      “We’ll just have to ask one of the actors coming tomorrow to handle it.”


      “Sensei, how old is the new Giebe Gerlach? Is he male?”


      “Yes. I haven’t fully characterized him yet, so a man in his forties or fifties should suffice.”


      I gave a broad range to minimize the chance of overlap with an existing character’s voice.


      “Who’s coming tomorrow?”


      “These five.”


      “Any of them would do.”


      “Yep. And they could all probably do it on the spot if we asked. Though we probably shouldn’t ask Inoue-san, since there’s a conversation between Giebe Gerlach and Sylvester.”


      We were all relieved that the mistake could be fixed.




      So began the fifth day. As mentioned, five actors were set to record.




      Inoue Kazuhiko


      Inoue-san voiced Sylvester. He didn’t need a reference sample, so we got straight to recording his lines.


      “That should be ‘Damuel,’ not ‘Damwell.’”


      “Oh, whoops.”


      “Also, you said ‘Fernand’ instead of ‘Ferdinand.’”


      “Sorry.”


      In his defense, Bookworm is full of hard-to-read foreign names.


      “On page X, we need to add real finality to Ferdinand’s line. Otherwise, the next line will make it sound like they were caught.”


      “On page Y, the correct term is ‘gray shrine maiden,’ not ‘gray priestess.’”


      The session progressed smoothly, with only minor corrections.


      And then came the final battle.


      “Hmm... I feel like that was a little too dry.”


      “This is the final battle and a major climax, so try to put more into it. Sylvester needs to be emotional here.”


      “But Georgine’s performance wasn’t that emotional, right? Won’t it feel mismatched if Sylvester gets loud?”


      “Georgine is cold and cuts him off emotionally. It’s fine.”


      “We want Sylvester to get more and more upset, right?”


      Even our conversation grew more heated. That’s the climax for you.


      After two or three retakes, we got our Sylvester-and-Georgine showdown.


      With Sylvester’s lines done, we had Inoue-san help with some minor characters as well. He voiced Enemy Knight 4 and Temple Knight 5. Please look forward to it.




      Seki Toshihiko and Kobayashi Yusuke 


      Seki-san played Heisshitze, while Kobayashi-san played Eckhart.


      “Once again, Eckhart’s lines are mostly just ‘Yes, sir!’ There isn’t much substance to them.”


      He was always standing behind Ferdinand, but he didn’t talk much, which put him at a disadvantage in the drama CDs. Still, this time not even Justus got any lines, so maybe Eckhart still came out ahead.


      Our two voice actors then helped with some minor characters. Seki-san played Enemy Knight 5 and Temple Knight 5. Kobayashi-san played Enemy Knight 3, Temple Knight 3, and Hannelore’s Guard Knight 2. Now that I’m writing it all out, I’m realizing the enemy and temple knights in this CD got a pretty lavish cast, huh?




      Koyasu Takehito


      Koyasu-san voiced Benno. Thanks to the anime, we could begin recording without playing a reference sample.


      “On page X, in the first half, he should sound moved by the library. In the second half, he should be explaining things to the employees.”


      Benno’s part finished promptly. His only lines were in the Defense of Ehrenfest, during the evacuation into Rozemyne’s library.


      From there, we asked Koyasu-san to record the newly introduced Giebe Gerlach.


      “Certainly.”


      We told him the character’s age and which page to turn to, then tested the voice.


      “How was that, sensei?”


      “Sounds good to me.”


      My thanks to Koyasu-san for accepting the role of Giebe Gerlach so readily.




      Morikawa Toshiyuki 


      Morikawa-san voiced Karstedt and Bonifatius. Bonifatius had overwhelmingly more lines than Karstedt this time, despite being the secondary role. Morikawa-san briskly walked into the studio, and the sound director explained the workflow for the day.


      “And that’s how it’ll go. Wait... Are you out of breath? Did you rush here? Do you need to take a break?”


      “No, I just had a bit of trouble with a mechanical pencil in my stationery case. I panicked a bit, but I’m fine now.”


      The lead sticks used in mechanical pencils break easily, they’re hard to pick up, and they fill a stationery case with black dust when they snap—so having a bunch spill out is definitely bad news. The control room relaxed as Morikawa-san hurriedly cleaned up.


      After we played a voice sample for Bonifatius, recording began.


      “On page X, say the line as though you’ve just burst into the room—like you threw the door open and dashed in.”


      “On page Y, there’s a typo. Please correct it.”


      “On page Z, I think part of that word got cut off.”


      Believe it or not, recording concluded after only a few minor adjustments. Morikawa-san’s performance was excellent, conveying Bonifatius’s humor, his tendency to casually trouble those around him, and his authority as a member of the archducal family.


      Once both roles were finished, he helped with some background characters as well. He voiced Enemy Knight 6 and Temple Knight 6. Please enjoy trying to pick him out from the crowd.




      With that, all the recording days were finished. Two discs really did take ages to get through.


      During breaks, I sometimes overhear conversations among the sound team, and I always find myself enjoying them. This time, I especially loved their nostalgic talks.


      “Split recording like this has its own challenges, but honestly, it’s better than what we used to do. Back then, recording sessions and dubbing were held on separate days.”


      “The six-millimeter era and the CD era were completely different too.”


      When exactly was the six-millimeter era? Of course, I’m old enough to know what cassette tapes are. I listened to CDs in middle school, so I’m mostly just wondering what period they mean.


      “It always sucked having to point out background noise back when we recorded on tape.”


      “Rerecording was such a pain in those days.”


      “Right? Tape recordings always had some fuzz, but we were still grateful to have them. Without tape, we’d have had no way to finish the job.”


      “We didn’t use digital sound effects either; the sound effects person had to come to the studio and make the sounds themselves. That really takes me back.”


      I would’ve loved to see that.


      “Without the digital era, we’d never be able to record lines separately and then stitch them together. It would have driven us insane.”


      “Yeah. Everything had to be done in groups.”


      Listening to them made me realize how incredible it was that we managed to make split recording work and finish these drama CDs, pandemic or not. Hopefully it won’t be too long before we can record voice performances while wearing masks without affecting the sound quality.


      Long live the digital era!
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      Ascendance of a Bookworm


      Drama CD 9 Post-Recording Report


      By Miya Kazuki




      The ninth drama CD was recorded in 2022. Just like last time, it would be released as a two-disc set, with the plot centering on Part 5 Volume 10’s Battle for the Sovereignty. During the planning stage, I intended to include the transference ceremony and thought we might make a drama CD for Part 5 Volume 11 as well, but...


      “There are more scenes I want to include than I expected, so let’s save the ceremony for next time and end this one at the meeting with the royal family.”


      When Kunisawa-san sent the first script, she outlined the scenes she wanted to use and asked various questions about them.


      “What kind of exchange does Anastasius have with Raublut here? I’d like to include it, assuming it won’t cause any problems.”


      “May I ask what conversation took place when the goddess descended and Rozemyne was unconscious?”


      “What exactly was Ferdinand doing behind the scenes?”


      All of those were things I planned to cover in short stories—and I was in the process of writing them when her questions arrived. I asked her to wait until I finished the rough drafts, then kept writing while taking care of my health. I had a rough bout of COVID around then.


      When I sent the completed drafts to Kunisawa-san...


      “Hold on a second. There’s way too much here that I want to include! Let’s make this drama CD just about the Battle for the Sovereignty. The conversation with the royals can come later.”


      That’s how the drama CD originally intended for Part 5 Volume 11 ended up concluding with the end of Part 5 Volume 10.


      Not even two discs were enough. No way... How did this happen?


      Despite all our confusion, we finished the script—and then recording began. This time, we recorded over two days. The schedule looked lighter on paper, but the sessions ran longer. Suzuka-san and I participated remotely. How many times does that make now? I’m pretty used to it at this point.




      Day 1


      Miyazawa Kiyoko and Watanabe Akeno


      Miyazawa-san voiced Solange, while Watanabe-san voiced Hirschur. They had both played their roles before, so after we listened to their reference samples, we got started.


      “On page X, Professor Solange should start with a slightly weaker voice.”


      “On page Y, please change ‘opened’ to ‘open.’”


      Solange’s sorrow at being the first to witness Gervasio and Raublut’s betrayal came through clearly.


      Watanabe-san, in particular, finished her recording without incident. It helped that she had fewer lines, but she truly is talented. I really like Professor Hirschur’s calm voice. Personally, I’m a bit sad that Professor Fraularm had to resign. (Haha.)


      They both finished in half their allotted time.


      “Good work, everyone. Have a great New Year!”


      Their farewell reminded me how quickly the seasons pass.




      Seki Toshihiko


      Seki-san voiced Justus, Raublut, and Heisshitze.


      Of the three, Raublut had the most lines this time, emerging here as an enemy. We started with his scenes, first playing a reference sample of his voice. He betrays Prince Hildebrand while wearing the mask of a trustworthy knight commander.


      I wanted to scream, “How could you betray such an innocent child?! Villain or not, that’s too cruel! Who wrote a character like this?!” Meanwhile, the Raublut in my mind whispered, “Is it not obvious one would target children when they are the easiest to fool and control?” It was very busy in my head.


      “On page W, try to sound more suggestive.”


      “On page X, he sounds a bit too merry when announcing his wife’s death. Add some gravity, or at least melancholy.”


      “On page Y, say ‘three keys,’ not ‘the three keys.’ There are five in total.”


      “On page Z, I think you said ‘who many’ instead of ‘how many.’”


      There was one particularly funny moment.


      “On page X, it’s ‘beloved wife,’ not ‘beautiful wife.’”


      “Sorry.”


      “Let’s try again.”


      “As for your beautiful wife... Wait. I did it again! Why?!”


      Seki-san was confused, but there was no helping it when Eglantine truly was beautiful. It was funny to realize it barely even felt like a mistake.


      Then there was Heisshitze, who spent most of his time trailing behind Ferdinand. He had the energy of an oversized puppy—very different from Raublut.


      “On page X, be a bit firmer. It’s a very strong response.”


      “On page Y, add some hesitance—like you want to stop him but can’t.”


      “On page Z, you may be talking to a prince, but please be more forceful. He needs the sharp atmosphere of someone in the middle of a war.”


      Heisshitze desperately tried to keep up with Ferdinand through all the chaos, and he protected Anastasius when the prince went to face down Raublut. His situation is pretty rough, but you can’t help wanting to cheer him on.


      Last was Justus. Once again, he had very few lines. Not only does he work in the shadows, but he also mostly works outside Rozemyne’s view, so he inevitably ends up in the background of these drama CDs.


      “On page X, sound a bit softer—like the fighting has died down. Right now, you sound a little too much like Heisshitze.”


      The recording finished on schedule and wrapped up with autograph signings.




      Naganawa Maria and Tamura Mutsumi


      Naganawa-san voiced Letizia, while Tamura-san voiced Magdalena, Valamarlene, and Letizia’s guard knight. The two of them were checking their scripts before recording began, and I caught a snippet of their conversation.


      “These names are so hard...”


      “I know right?! They’re all so long. Haha!”


      Tamura-san’s shrill, almost hysterical laughter set the staff off too—and then I joined in. Once again, I must apologize for the names! (Haha.)


      Once we’d calmed down, we got to work.


      “We’ll start with Valamarlene.”


      Tamura-san replied energetically and then, without missing a beat, slipped into Valamarlene’s voice. But...


      What a beauty! This voice is so cute! What?! How is this the same person who plays Lutz?! This can’t be real!


      Her voice—perfectly suited to a branch royal noblewoman—completely stunned me. Tamura-san had performed Brigitte before, but this was on another level. Professionals really are amazing!


      Valamarlene herself didn’t have many lines, so the recording wrapped up while I was still astounded.


      Naganawa-san’s voice was wonderfully adorable, expertly capturing Letizia’s desperation to carry out her duties and support Rozemyne. She sounded exactly like the sort of character you can’t help watching and rooting for.


      After recording, Tamura-san briefly chatted with the staff while signing merchandise.


      “Lutz doesn’t really show up in these drama CDs anymore, huh?”


      “He will. At the end.”


      “Wait, really? He has more scenes?”


      That’s right. Lutz appears at the end and takes the best part. Look forward to him showing up in the last drama CD.




      Inoue Kazuhiko


      Inoue-san voiced Sylvester and the previous Zent.


      “Wait, Inoue-san arrived early. I think he might even finish before Kobayashi-san gets here.”


      “Let’s get started, then.”


      It wasn’t unusual to shuffle the schedule based on when actors arrived—something we could do precisely because of split recording.


      “Let’s start with the previous Zent’s voice.”


      This character only appears in a flashback, but he’s important. He was the one who permitted Ferdinand to leave the Adalgisa villa and move to Ehrenfest. He also gave the second prince the Grutrissheit after falling ill, enraging the first prince and leading to the second prince’s murder. After that, he himself was killed when ordered to hand over the Grutrissheit, which sparked the civil war. He’s almost never mentioned from Rozemyne’s perspective, but he’s a key background figure who helps give the world its depth and coherence.


      “How was that, sensei?”


      “It works.”


      I didn’t go into much detail about the character’s background, but Inoue-san still delivered a weighty voice perfectly suited to a Zent. It sounded very cool.


      Perhaps because he’s used to playing Sylvester, Inoue-san finished the recording in no time. He stumbled over a few long katakana names here and there, but that was it. You can always count on him to land the right emotions.


      We finished ahead of schedule, and he left with a final “Have a nice New Year.”




      Kobayashi Yusuke


      Kobayashi-san played Eckhart.


      This was another CD packed with action scenes, so Eckhart once again didn’t have much to say. His standout moment, in my opinion, was his attitude toward Detlinde and Alstede after capturing them. His lines alone conveyed the fearsome might of a Ferdinand fanatic, but combined with the sound director’s instructions...


      “Ad-lib stomping on her, please.”


      “Got it.”


      I let out a satisfied sigh. Kobayashi-san’s performance turned out exactly as I had imagined. He even resembled Eckhart in the way he stomped without hesitation.


      As the recording progressed, the fighting moved to the auditorium. That was where the sound director asked for more ad-libbing.


      “Oh, he gets hit by a magic-tool explosion here. Can we add Eckhart’s voice to the screams?”


      “Huh? There’s an explosion?”


      “Yes. The three people with lines before this, plus Anastasius, get caught in the bomb thrown by Raublut.”


      This scene wasn’t in the web novel; it was introduced from Anastasius’s POV in the additional short stories. I explained how it played out.


      “I thought some generic cries would be enough. I almost forgot about the other characters.”


      Last-minute changes make it easy to miss things. I did my best to keep track, but it was thanks to a capable assistant that we didn’t overlook anything. Please enjoy each character’s screams.


      Kobayashi-san also voiced Knight 3, and that was that.


      “Have a good New Year.”




      Break Time


      “We can take a thirty-minute break until Morikawa-san arrives.”


      “Got it.”


      The tension eased, and the control room started bustling again. In the middle of it all, Suzuka-san called my name.


      “Um, Kazuki-san, do you have a moment?”


      “I do. What is it?”


      “Umm... I wanted to congratulate you on placing first again in the Kono Light Novel ga Sugoi! rankings, and on being inducted into their hall of fame.”


      Just as we could hear the control room, they could hear us too.


      “Isn’t it a bit late for that?”


      “You already drew a celebratory image, right?”


      “Ngh... I wanted to say it directly too.”


      Suzuka-san, how are you such a good person?


      “Also, what’s that about the hall of fame? I understand it’s a big deal, but I’m not sure how it works.”


      “I think I remember reading in an interview that if you come in first place three years in a row, you enter the hall of fame. Bookworm didn’t win three years in a row, but this is its third time in first place, and it’s been near the top for five years, so maybe that counted.”


      Kono Light Novel ga Sugoi! publishes rankings to introduce as many new works to people as possible, so the hall of fame system exists to stop popular titles from dominating year after year. Once a work enters the hall of fame, it can’t be voted for again.


      “Also, about that Eckhart what-if you wrote—wasn’t it too cruel?!”


      “R-Right... Well, what can I say? It had to be. Besides, it was just a what-if. It didn’t actually happen.”


      “Just because it’s a what-if doesn’t mean anything goes!”


      Apparently, that what-if really crossed the line for Suzuka-san. Maybe she’s a big fan of Eckhart?


      “Still, Eckhart had it easy there. He got to do what he wanted. Wilfried was the one who got killed. I feel worse for him, since he always ends up dead, and it’s never even really his fault.”


      In one what-if, he gets murdered. In another, he gets deposed and assassinated. His position is pretty fragile. And yet, he’s an eager, bright-eyed boy who gleefully steps on one land mine after another. As the author, I must admit he troubles me often.


      In terms of characters who fight against the outlines I write, Wilfried and Hartmut are right at the top. I can’t even count how many times they’ve derailed my intentions.


      “I’m glad Wilfried survived in the actual story.”


      “Yeah, me too.”


      Our conversation then shifted into a sudden pre-meeting about a drama CD for another TO Books property. We went over the schedule and heard various cries of alarm:


      “I didn’t hear about this! Wasn’t that two months ago?!”


      “Weren’t there any recording sessions after the last one?!”


      “Given the dates, this is the only place that will be available...”


      I cheered them on from the sidelines. Each property had its own struggles, it seemed.




      Morikawa Toshiyuki


      Recording resumed once Morikawa-san, who was voicing Immanuel and Trauerqual, arrived at the studio. The sound director said, “Let’s start with Trauerqual, the new character,” which made the blood drain from my face.


      “Sorry, but Trauerqual appeared once before. It was in, um... the fourth drama CD, as the king of Yurgenschmidt.”


      “Oof. So he didn’t have a name back then, huh? Do we have that CD on hand? Someone find it.”


      “Actually finding the right lines might be tough. I don’t remember where in the CD to look.”


      Still, we didn’t want his voice to differ too much from before, so the sound team hunted it down. I’d assumed that Morikawa-san being asked to voice Trauerqual meant the staff remembered, but apparently not. In hindsight, I should have been more careful about flagging characters who aren’t named until after they first appear.


      “Oh, this sounds like Morikawa-san. Have we found it already?!”


      “No, that’s him playing Immanuel.”


      After some more searching, we finally found a voice clip for the king of Yurgenschmidt. Once we played the sample, the actual recording went quickly.


      Zent Trauerqual was betrayed by his knight commander and drugged to make him easier to manipulate, but thanks to Morikawa-san, he sounded three times cooler than he had any right to. Yep.


      We recorded Immanuel’s lines after playing clips of his previous voice.


      “There’s a typo on page X. It should say ‘impudent,’ not ‘imprudent.’”


      Aside from one mistake on my end, we finished without incident.




      Uchida Yuma


      Uchida-san voiced Hartmut, Leonzio, and Arthur.


      “Let’s start with Leonzio. Play the sample.”


      We started shortly after, and the recording concluded without issue.


      Arthur was a new character, so we had to shape his voice from scratch. He ended up with the diligent, honest tone befitting Hildebrand’s attendant.


      “On page X, it’s important to have a chastising tone, but you were a bit too aggressive.”


      He didn’t have many lines, so that was done in no time.


      Next came Hartmut. He gets to play the hero in battle, and since scholars rarely get moments like that, it was fun to record.


      “On page X, add a bit more force. There’s a fight going on.”


      “On page Y, I made a mistake. ‘Nonextant’ should be ‘nonexistent.’”


      Hartmut’s conversation with Immanuel at the Sovereign temple was basically Hartmut unleashed. I felt bad for Anastasius, who had to be in the same room and watch.


      When writing the script, Kunisawa-san sent some questions my way.


      “What is Hartmut doing to Immanuel in this scene? I’m curious about what the sound effects should be. Loud smacks for punching?”


      “Well, we need the sound of a knife entering flesh, then flesh being healed, then the knife stabbing again... Hartmut ends up enraptured and covered in blood.”


      Uchida-san’s cold, maniacal voice was very true to the character. I pray his fans aren’t too disturbed.


      Once Hartmut’s lines were done, we moved on to Blue Priest 3, and that was it. Great work, Uchida-san!


      “Have a great New Year.”




      Iguchi Yuka and Hayami Show (First Half)


      Iguchi-san played Rozemyne, while Hayami-san played Ferdinand. Our two main characters had an extraordinarily large number of lines, so we recorded in two halves this time.


      “Sorry. Can I hear Rozemyne’s adult voice? It’s been some time since I last performed it...”


      Iguchi-san was used to Rozemyne’s younger voice due to both the anime and the audiobook; only in the drama CDs does she need to sound older.


      “Can we get a sample from the previous CD?”


      “I’ll find one.”


      The sound team pulled up and played a sample, only to find it was a prayer. Prayers are delivered with a different weight than ordinary lines, so Iguchi-san asked the team to keep searching.


      But the next thing they found was another prayer.


      “Again? This whole section must be packed with them.”


      It couldn’t be helped. It was the scene where she layered prayers to buff Matthias.


      Recording began once they’d finally played a proper sample. Iguchi-san and Hayami-san were both well accustomed to their roles, so we moved along steadily.


      “On page W, use the more polite form of that verb.”


      “On page X, you read that word incorrectly.”


      “On page Y, could you read that as narration, not dialogue?”


      “On page Z, you mispronounced that word.”


      A common mistake cropped up in the middle of our corrections:


      “On pages X and Y, you dropped the ‘Lady.’”


      For the drama CDs, lines are often taken straight from the web novel and adjusted to suit the script, which makes it easy for titles to get lost along the way. We try to catch them all, but we ended up coining a new term, “ladyless,” for cases where someone’s title—usually Rozemyne’s—gets mistakenly dropped.


      Ladyless: Forgetting to include a title when repurposing web-novel text as dialogue elsewhere. Please add this to your mental dictionary.


      We kept recording while fixing issues as we found them, but honestly—Iguchi-san and Hayami-san are talented. I couldn’t help but want to applaud.


      What especially impressed me was Iguchi-san’s command of all the deities’ names. She delivered prayers to bless her allies without stumbling once. That’s no easy feat, so I genuinely did clap at home.


      As for Hayami-san, I was struck by his control.


      “Hayami-san, about page X... You’re speaking to Rozemyne here, not Alstede. Only the ending is addressed to Alstede.”


      At first, I found the sound director’s instructions confusing. After all, the voice actor was speaking into a mic, not “to” anyone. But Hayami-san simply said, “Got it,” and tried again. This time, you could really tell he was addressing two different people. I was stunned.


      As for the “copy and place” scene, I love the contrast between Rozemyne’s casual copy-pasting and Ferdinand’s reaction. Anyone who remembers it from the novels should already be grinning. You really need to hear it.


      “That’s it. Good work, everyone.”


      They each had an enormous part in this CD, so even though this was only the first half, it felt like an ordeal. I was exhausted just listening. They must have been even more tired from performing.


      “Whew. Well, that’s today’s mountain climbed.”


      That about summed it up. While signing autographs, Hayami-san said, “Ferdinand didn’t have much dialogue last time, but he sure does now.”


      Yep. And he’ll have plenty next time too, so get ready. (Haha.)


      “Good work!”


      “Have a good New Year! Oops—I shouldn’t say that yet.”


      “There’s still the second half, after all.”




      Hondo Kaede


      Hondo-san played Angelica, Schwartz, and Hildebrand. We began with the prince, first bringing up a sample of his voice.


      “Sorry, but could you make him sound two or three years older?”


      Some time had passed since his baptism, so we aged his voice up a little.


      “On page X, that sounded too much like dry narration. Try to make it feel more like an emotional monologue.”


      “Could you make page Y sound more like a curt report?”


      After several adjustments, the recording wrapped up promptly. Hildebrand’s sad story about being betrayed by a trusted adult was followed by Angelica’s battle scene. We began by checking her previous voice.


      “On page X, when she’s told not to kill, she isn’t sure whether she’s already done it by accident. Try to give her more of an ‘oh, crap’ vibe.”


      Hondo-san delivered an exceptionally cute voice, but the scene itself was pretty brutal. (Haha.)


      Angelica’s recording finished quickly, and we moved on to Schwartz, the library magic tool.


      “Need me to play a voice sample?”


      “I should be fine.”


      “Well, I’ll play one anyway.”


      Since Schwartz is a magic tool, the lines weren’t particularly emotional, and the session concluded without incident.


      “Great work. Have a good New Year.”


      “Um, we’ll be meeting again later this week for your other project.”


      “Oh...”


      It really is hard to land the right farewell when you’re not sure who you’ll actually be seeing again soon. I can get away with being casual about it because I work from home and mostly stay inside to avoid catching anything. I basically never give New Year’s greetings, which is kind of sad, now that I think about it.




      Morohoshi Sumire


      Morohoshi-san voiced Hannelore and Leonore.


      We started with Hannelore, first playing a sample, then aging her voice by two or three years. Rozemyne sounded older now, so Hannelore needed to as well.


      Hannelore had only a brief appearance at the start, so Leonore took up most of the session this time. As a female guard knight tasked with following Rozemyne everywhere, she has a surprisingly large number of lines.


      Recording began after we played a reference sample.


      “On page X, a bit more gravity, please—like Angelica’s enthusiasm is causing problems, and you’re giving an urgent warning.”


      “On page Y, can you say ‘shield’ again?”


      Leonore sounded so cool and heroic as she directed the knights mid-battle. Personally, I like her vibe as a big-sister figure guiding Rozemyne along.


      We finished sooner than planned.


      “We’re not going to see each other again this year, right?”


      “That’s right, Morohoshi-san.”


      “Okay. Have a good New Year!”


      The day’s recording wrapped up with the sound staff laughing at how carefully Morohoshi-san had checked first.


      “Good work, Kazuki-san, Suzuka-san.”


      “Good work.”




      Day 2


      Yamashita Seiichiro


      Yamashita-san voiced Cornelius, Rauffen, and Anastasius.


      We played the relevant reference samples, then started with Rauffen, whose lines went smoothly. His baffled reaction to Detlinde was excellent. (Haha.)


      Next was Cornelius.


      “On page X, say ‘Angelica, swap!’ with a bit more force, like you’re stepping forward as you do it.”


      “Right!”


      Somehow, “like you’re stepping forward” got the point across, and Yamashita-san gave exactly the performance we were hoping for. Pro voice actors sure are amazing!


      Cornelius’s lines were mainly shouts like “Hyah!” and “Geteilt!” so it wasn’t long before we moved on to Anastasius. Of all Yamashita-san’s roles, he had the biggest presence: he was summoned to the auditorium, confronted Raublut, and even got dragged to the Sovereign temple. Yes, that’s him—the Eglantine-obsessed prince.


      “On page W, you don’t need to shout ‘Rozemyne?!’ quite that loudly.”


      “On page X, replace ‘from the Zent’ with ‘to the Zent.’”


      “On page Y, try to sound a bit more cornered and anxious.”


      “On page Z, you mispronounced one of the verbs.”


      Also, the full chant Anastasius uses to destroy the medal is included on this drama CD. This is probably the only time the name of the God of Darkness bestowed upon Anastasius will ever appear. If you’re curious, definitely check it out.


      After that, Yamashita-san helped out as Knight 4, and the session swiftly came to an end.


      “Nice work. Have a good New Year.”




      Han Megumi, Umehara Yuuichirou, and Iwami Manaka


      Han-san voiced Detlinde and Clarissa, Umehara-san voiced Matthias, and Iwami-san voiced Brunhilde and Weiss. We began recording after going through the necessary reference samples.


      “On page X, ‘the new aub’ was a bit too quiet.”


      Detlinde kept up her energetic screaming right to the end, until Eckhart knocked her out and Justus forcibly dragged her off-screen. We made a couple of minor adjustments, but she had so few lines that we soon moved on to Clarissa. I remember listening with interest, wondering whether Han-san might mix up the two roles at some point, since she was performing them back-to-back, but everything went smoothly.


      Matthias had more lines than before. Originally, the prologue of this CD’s second disc was written from Rozemyne’s perspective—but because Bookworm’s prologues tend to use alternate viewpoints, I shifted the POV to Matthias and added more exchanges between the guard knights.


      “On page X, could you sound a bit more surprised?”


      Enjoy, Matthias fans.


      Weiss was, of course, unavoidable in the library scenes. Iwami-san’s performance was as cute as ever, and I would have loved to hear the two shumils together. There were no issues, so recording finished promptly.


      Last came Brunhilde’s reaction to seeing Rozemyne brimming with divine power. This scene was important, since only those around her could truly grasp the sight before them. Rozemyne herself remained completely unaware.


      “Good work. Have a great New Year.”




      Genda Tessho


      Genda-san, a new cast member, played Gervasio.


      When the voice actors were finalized, my husband said, “Wait, what? Genda Tessho-san? Seriously? For real?” Then he checked the email three times over. That alone told me what a major addition Genda-san was to the cast—and he really was amazing.


      Honestly, I couldn’t help wondering what voice could possibly stand up to Hayami-san’s Ferdinand. But when Genda-san stepped into the booth, I was convinced. Hearing him made me think, “Wow. This really could compete with Hayami-san.” The casting director made an excellent choice once again.


      Genda-san’s voice alone conveyed raw strength. Maybe it helped that he was playing the king of Lanzenave, but he simply oozed authority and power.


      “On page X, match how everyone else pronounces ‘villa.’”


      “On page Y, you’re not addressing a crowd—you’re speaking to Raublut. There’s some distance between you, so keep that in mind.”


      “On page Z, try to sound more exasperated.”


      As usual, we had various requests, but I felt like Genda-san asked more questions than most of the other cast members.


      “With what emotion does he say ‘Grutrissheit’ here?”


      “Ah—that’s a spell used to produce proof of his royalty, so think of it like those Mito Komon scenes where they reveal the imperial seal.”


      “How did we end up on top of an altar?”


      “Er... That’s hard to explain in a few words. When you leave the place where you speak to the gods, you end up there. Does that make sense?”


      “And what about this line: ‘Turn into a feystone already’?”


      “Erm... Um...”


      It really does seem difficult to join a project near the end without much background knowledge. Between the goddess’s descent and the disappearance of his schtappe, he was basically stumbling through a flood of lore. One drama CD isn’t enough to convey thirty-plus volumes of world-building, and explaining it on the spot was tough too.


      Still, you could tell Genda-san was a veteran at the top of his game. He took our quick explanations and delivered exactly what we wanted. Please look forward to the battle between Ferdinand’s “Cease your useless prattle and die” and Gervasio’s “Turn into a feystone already!”




      Kanemoto Hisako


      Kanemoto-san was another new cast member. She played Alstede.


      “Let’s start by finding her voice.”


      Alstede’s voice was exactly what I’d imagined, so I had no complaints. Her fearful delivery was especially impressive—she ended up sounding both cute and pathetic under Ferdinand’s glare.


      “I made a mistake on page X. Please remove the extra ‘s’ in ‘misssing.’”


      “On page Y, pronounce that with a harder G.”


      “On page Z, don’t scream. It should sound more like a sharp inhale from the pain.”


      We made only a few minor adjustments, and then the recording was done.


      “Good work. Have a great New Year.”




      Konishi Katsuyuki


      Konishi-san voiced Erwaermen. Recording began after we played a reference sample from an earlier session.


      “You put more force into page X than in the test. Make it just a bit fainter.”


      “On page Y, you misread ‘Devouring.’”


      “On page Z, could you create a bit more of an ethereal atmosphere?”


      The resulting wavering, transient voice—like smoke in the wind—was perfect. It conveyed Erwaermen’s inhuman nature beautifully.


      Konishi-san also played Knight 2. His voice suddenly gained a lot of strength, a testament to his excellent range. Good work, Konishi-san.




      Iguchi Yuka and Hayami Show (Second Half)


      Iguchi-san played Rozemyne and Mestionora, while Hayami-san played Ferdinand. For this half, we recorded material for the second CD, and the two voice actors might have had even more lines than before. It made for an extremely long session.


      “On page X, try to say ‘archducal family’ more naturally.”


      “Ladyless spotted on page Y.”


      “On page Z, can you sound more anxious? Talk a little faster.”


      Iguchi-san and Hayami-san were both used to recording for Bookworm, so things moved quickly. Since we could trust them to adjust on the fly, we held off on creating Mestionora’s voice until her first scene.


      “Sensei, does this suit Mestionora?”


      “Hmm... The voice is fine, but I’d rather her manner of speaking feel more divine. That sounded too human.”


      “How should a goddess speak, exactly?”


      I struggled to put it into words.


      “It’s the tempo that matters most, I think. She needs to sound floaty. Oh—maybe you could use Erwaermen’s voice as a reference.”


      “I see. Can we play a sample?”


      “Right away.”


      We played Erwaermen’s dialogue for Iguchi-san and asked her to use it as inspiration for Mestionora.


      Hayami-san stumbled over the long sentences filled with foreign names, sighing and restarting again and again... There were some minor corrections, but his cool composure when facing down Gervasio, his confrontation with Mestionora, and the way he toyed with Anastasius all matched what I had imagined.


      Ferdinand dropping his noble facade to bark in anger—and his exchanges with Rozemyne and the archducal family after the fighting—are sure to be hits with his fans.


      “Okay, well, given the date... We’re not going to see each other again anytime soon, right?”


      “Right.”


      “Alright. Have a nice New Year.”


      “Haha. You too.”




      Ueda Yoji, Okai Katsunori, Endo Hiroyuki, and Ban Taito


      Ueda-san played Aub Dunkelfelger and Strahl; Okai-san played Laurenz, Curtiss, and young Raublut; Endo-san played young Gervasio and Mergild; and Ban-san played Dunkelfelger Knight 2.


      Ueda-san began with Aub Dunkelfelger after we played a reference sample for him.


      “You mispronounced a word on page X.”


      Even so, his deep, gravelly voice as he shouted “Faster than Steifebrise!” hit hard.


      We also played samples of Strahl for Ueda-san and Laurenz for Okai-san. Both performances were good, and we soon moved on to the flashback scene at the end of the first CD, where young Raublut and young Gervasio appear.


      “Next, let’s decide on the voices for young Raublut and young Gervasio.”


      Okai-san played young Raublut, while Endo-san played young Gervasio. Each character needed a younger voice for the flashback.


      “Sensei, how was that?”


      “Hmm... Please make Gervasio sound more youthful. Raublut’s age shifts quite a bit, so keep that in mind. The upcoming lines should use a younger voice. The previous lines are fine as they are, but they should have more of a knightly tone. Right now, Raublut sounds too much like a scholar.”


      After we went through the various adjustments, we had the voices settled, and recording began. Establishing the voices was the only real roadblock; everything else went smoothly.


      Laurenz had a few more lines in the second disc’s Matthias prologue. Fans of his can look forward to them.


      In addition to young Gervasio, Endo-san also voiced Mergild, one of Anastasius’s guard knights. The character was originally designed for the manga adaptation of Part 4.


      “Sensei, how was that?”


      “That sounded mid-thirties, but it should be early thirties.”


      As of Part 4 Volume 1, Mergild was twenty-five, so he would be around thirty in Part 5 Volume 10. We made him sound slightly younger, and the voice was complete. The recording concluded without incident.


      “Next is Okai-san. Curtiss’s voice, please.”


      “Right.”


      Curtiss’s voice came together without issue.


      “On page X, Curtiss should have a more servile tone—like Fran, maybe. No need for any dark undertones.”


      “On page Y, let’s change this part to ‘with the medal.’”


      The four of them also played knights, scholars, and other minor roles. Ueda-san played Knight 1 and Blue Priest 1. Okai-san played Dunkelfelger Knight 1. Endo-san played Lanzenave Prisoner, Knight 5, and Blue Priest 4. Ban-san played Dunkelfelger Knight 2, Enemy Knight, and Blue Priest 2.


      We also had them record some background noises.


      “On page W, say ‘no’ with increasing force.”


      “On page X, ad-lib knights drowning in water.”


      “On page Y, give us some floundering noises.”


      “On page Z, let’s hear some screams from fleeing priests.”


      It was amazing how they combined younger and older voices to create the impression of a large group of knights.


      “Yes, sir!” (The knights.)


      “Now with younger voices.”


      “Yes, sir!”


      At the sound director’s instruction, the crowd of old-timers morphed into a bright group of young voices. It felt like switching from a battlefield to a clubroom. Mixing them together was another part of the sound director’s job.


      “That should do. Good work, everyone!”


      Oh, actually—that reminds me of something I noticed during this session.


      “For some reason, I can kind of tell someone’s age by their voice now!”


      At first, I was always taken aback when people asked for voices to be aged up or down, but now I can give those directions myself with a bit of thought. Isn’t that something?


      It was a good day of recording—not just for the drama CD, but also because it made me realize how much I’d grown.
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      Q&A with Miya Kazuki


      Here are my responses to questions gathered online between May 14 and May 22, 2023.


      Miya Kazuki




      Q: Are the gods divided into two factions, one opposing Yurgenschmidt’s destruction and the other welcoming it?


      A: Yurgenschmidt functions as part of a critically important seal on Ewigeliebe; none of the gods wish for its destruction.




      Q: If a certain person (or thing) suddenly became the object of mass worship in Yurgenschmidt, would they (or it) become a new deity? In the vein of animism, for example.


      A: If a person was given divine power, they could ascend to the level of a god. It would be more of an accident, though—not the result of worship.




      Q: If a deity married into the Eternal Five, would it become the Eternal Six?


      A: No, because they wouldn’t become a primary god. They might not even be a subordinate. They could be an apprentice god, or perhaps something that couldn’t be fully described as a god to begin with.




      Q: We’ve heard of the Goddess of Seas, but is there a goddess of rivers or ponds?


      A: There’s a Goddess of Rivers. She sets the boundaries between fresh and salt water.




      Q: What is Wiegenmilch the goddess of? To whom is she a subordinate?


      A: She’s the Goddess of Mercy. Before, she was a subordinate to the Goddess of Earth, but now she serves the Goddess of Light.




      Q: Do deities need to possess a body to descend into Yurgenschmidt?


      A: If they beamed down divine power, they could manifest as an apparition of sorts. But yes, they’d need to possess someone to actually descend. 




      Q: Mestionora having her hair down suggests there’s a distinction between adults and children even in the world of gods. Do the children have a place like the Royal Academy where they all come together to learn?


      A: No. They’re better compared to leherls who train in their parents’ place of work.




      Q: Apparently, because he couldn’t tolerate how long Geduldh remained pregnant, Ewigeliebe caused all of her unborn children except Mestionora to miscarry. But now that Mestionora has already been born, why does he still persist in trying to kill her?


      A: Because she’s a child with divine power who takes Geduldh’s attention away from him. If Mestionora cut ties with her mother, she wouldn’t be as much of a target.




      Q: How does Geduldh feel about Ewigeliebe? His obsessive behavior seems to have caused her a lot of grief.


      A: He’s calmed down since Erwaermen sealed a portion of him in Yurgenschmidt. Geduldh just hopes he stays that way.




      Q: When someone prays to the Goddess of Chaos for misfortune to befall someone, does chaos find them as well due to the nature of getting divine protection through prayer?


      A: “Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.” Chaos befalls the person who prays as well as their target.




      Q: Mestionora deeply resents Ferdinand (Quinta), but how does she feel about Rozemyne (Myne)?


      A: She recognizes her as someone with the Devouring who prays often and can easily be descended into, but she doesn’t have any strong feelings toward her. Her dislike for Ferdinand stems from his rudeness toward Erwaermen.




      Q: Why does Mestionora sit on Erwaermen’s shoulder? Is that just naturally where she lands when she descends? Is it a custom of sorts born from her meeting with the first Zent? I think it’s such a heartwarming visual.


      A: She would sit on Erwaermen’s lap when she was young. Then he became a tree, so she started sitting on his shoulder instead. The only other option is his head, so...




      Q: Does Mestionora’s no-kill rule cover only a certain subset of people, such as those with schtappes or medals?


      A: In practice, but not by choice. Deities can’t sense people who don’t have a schtappe, so they wouldn’t notice if one of them died. The length and parameters of the no-kill rule could potentially be tweaked by negotiating with the Goddess of Wisdom in the Garden of Beginnings.




      Q: Anwachs could already tell Myne and Quinta apart, so why did he follow Erwaermen’s request to make Rozemyne older?


      A: Because he was asked to. Erwaermen basically said, “This vessel is too small. Could you change that?” To which Anwachs replied, “You got it.”




      Q: Is Erwaermen attached to Yurgenschmidt’s foundation or something? Would he perish if the country collapsed?


      A: The foundation is his heart, as it were. He would perish with Yurgenschmidt, and the portion of Ewigeliebe he sealed away would be freed.




      Q: Gods seem to be punished for breaking the rules. Should Erwaermen not have been punished for trying to change the results of the Zent race to suit his own preference?


      A: No. From his perspective, he was less trying to change the results and more trying to resolve the problem of the winner abandoning his duties and refusing to act. There was only a race to begin with because no one could reach Yurgenschmidt’s foundation, and Erwaermen intended to teach the victor how to get there so they could supply it with mana. Ferdinand, however, had merely come to leave behind the magic tool Grutrissheit, showing no interest at all in the foundation’s location or how to reach it.


      If, when Ferdinand returned to the Garden of Beginnings, he had asked to learn the path to the foundation, and Erwaermen had refused out of personal preference because he wanted Rozemyne to become the Zent instead, then Erwaermen would indeed have been punished.




      Q: I used to think the gods personally vetted everyone who received their divine protections, but that isn’t the case. Do they ever look at someone after the fact, decide they’re unworthy of those protections, and take them away?


      A: For the most part, the gods don’t care to look at people individually. One exception is when a couple gets divorced. Because the people involved write their names on contracts, they’re much easier to identify. Violating a contract can lead to one’s blessings or divine protections being taken away.




      Q: Ferdinand was extremely rude to Erwaermen. Might the gods who gave him their divine protections take them back out of displeasure?


      A: Divine protections given as a gratitude for offered mana are only taken back under very specific circumstances, such as if the terms of a contract made with the gods are violated.




      Q: Jugereise must receive a lot of passionate prayers, be they from Damuel or from Adolphine when she wanted to end her unfortunate marriage. Does she have a personal preference for whom she gives her protections to?


      A: Most people who pray for her protection want a divorce, to leave an abusive household, or to escape a long-term toxic relationship. However, those who most naturally receive her protection work hard to better themselves and gain independence from their family for everyone’s benefit. Damuel didn’t want to trouble his house with the Shikza incident and wanted to advance beyond the apprentice stage again to gain independence, which was why Jugereise gave him her protection.




      Q: If Anastasius hadn’t destroyed Gervasio’s medal in time—that is, before Gervasio finished supplying his country gate with mana and returned to the Sovereignty—wouldn’t it have violated the no-kill rule? Who would have been punished in that case? What would the punishment have been?


      A: Anastasius for destroying the medal. His schtappe and divine protections would have been confiscated.




      Q: How do Sterrat and Liebeskhilfe view second and third wives?


      A: They see them as necessary to support the main marriage. To begin with, second and third wives were taken when the first wife failed to have children. Terms like frau, artner, assis, and aehrtin came from their recognition of the cooperative nature of these arrangements.




      Q: How do the gods define the Devouring? To the people of Yurgenschmidt, it’s when a commoner is born with mana, but I doubt the gods give much thought to social status. Do they notice when someone born to noble parents has it?


      A: It’s a way of softening Yurgenschmidt’s mana, which otherwise inevitably hardens over time. When nobles of ancient houses marry within the same circles, their descendants’ mana gradually loses its flexibility. Flexible mana is easy to dye, while hardened mana is more resistant, making it tougher to have children and to gain elements through prayer.


      Children with the Devouring can be born even to noble parents. Regardless of their mana capacity, they are deemed to have no elements, since their omni-elemental nature is too faint to manifest. As a result, they tend to become servants and seldom leave children of their own.




      Q: A very long time has passed since Yurgenschmidt was founded, yet it doesn’t seem to have made much headway in the realm of technological advancements. Has the Goddess of Order restricted its progress to ensure the box garden is easier to manage?


      A: Yes. Yurgenschmidt serves as a convenient box garden for the gods, so inconvenient technological developments are made to have never happened at all.




      Q: One of the Zents from long ago came from Dunkelfelger. If the golden shumil didn’t reject him, I assume he wasn’t too fond of ditter. Did that make him something of a cultural outlier?


      A: Indeed. He enjoyed thinking about tactics and strategies but took no real interest in fighting. By his duchy’s standards, he was strange in that he actually liked to learn.




      Q: Rauchelstra seems to have complained to Erwaermen even after obtaining the Book of Mestionora and becoming Zent. How did she reach the Garden of Beginnings? Did she whirl onstage or go through the library?


      A: Back then, religious ceremonies were often performed in the Royal Academy’s central building, and the foundation was filled to the brim. There was no need for Erwaermen to close the path to the Garden of Beginnings, so it was kept open pretty much at all times. Rauchelstra reached him through the library as well, of course.




      Q: Did the first Zent give his name to the gods? Name-swearing came from contracts between gods, so I assume humans adopted the practice from them.


      A: He gave his name to Erwaermen, not the gods, and broke his back for him and Yurgenschmidt. Mestionora was pleased by his spirit and wrote in her book that his wisdom would serve Erwaermen further.




      Q: Roughly how many generations have passed between the Grutrissheit becoming a magic tool and the reign of the present king?


      A: The magic-tool Grutrissheit never reached the present king. The previous Zent who used it was the eighth. It was then passed down to Waldifrid, who was technically the ninth, but the civil war started before his coronation.




      Q: Long ago, if dedication whirling was performed at graduation ceremonies, did the graduating students go to the Garden of Beginnings and meet Erwaermen?


      A: In the distant past, dedication whirling was performed not at graduation ceremonies, but in order to obtain a schtappe. It was used to prove one’s qualifications as a Zent candidate and to obtain an omni-elemental schtappe. In time, the ritual for receiving divine protections came to be performed beforehand, so that one could confirm in advance whether one possessed the necessary elements and had prayed enough to open the path.


      Incidentally, even if someone reached the Garden of Beginnings through dedication whirling in those days, they wouldn’t have met Erwaermen because they wouldn’t have circled the shrines. They would only have obtained an omni-elemental schtappe.




      Q: Why did the previous Zent give the Grutrissheit to the second prince, not the first?


      A: Because of the second prince’s personality, mana capacity, and excellent administrative ability.




      Q: It seems to me that the last Aub Eisenreich and her children were never executed, even after their duchy fell and gave way to Ehrenfest. Did they keep the Eisenreich name?


      A: Yes. A noble can’t rename their house, no matter how much they might want to. Nobody wanted to inherit the Eisenreich name, so its members all joined other houses through marriage or adoption. Eventually, House Eisenreich was no more.




      Q: In Yurgenschmidt, if an archducal family commits a crime serious enough to endanger the survival of its duchy, is it standard practice to preserve the duchy by leaving the remaining archducal family’s status and the duchy’s name intact? Or was this an exceptional decision made in consideration of the woman who became the last Aub Eisenreich after refusing to join the rebellion and informing the royal family?


      A: It wasn’t standard practice in Yurgenschmidt. It was an exceptional decision made in consideration of her achievements. At the same time, it bought the Zent time to flush out those opposed to him and their coconspirators, and to gather evidence against them.




      Q: Besides the lesser duchies around Dunkelfelger that were founded by former members of Dunkelfelger’s archducal family, have there been other duchies in the past that split off from greater duchies? Were such separations more often the result of minor conflicts, or were they mutually accepted?


      A: There have been many duchies that split off from greater duchies, as well as many that were later absorbed through mergers and reorganizations. Even if they began with minor conflicts, only the Zent can redraw the borders. In that sense, all such separations can ultimately be said to have been mutually accepted.




      Q: It seems to me that people in Yurgenschmidt often marry within the family, preferring to be with those of similar status. Do problems arise from these unions between close blood relatives?


      A: Yes. Mana hardens, and elements become stuck. The royal family intentionally strives for such marriages for the sake of obtaining omni-elemental mana.




      Q: I assume southern Yurgenschmidt is the warmest part of the country because it has Leidenschaft’s protection. But if that’s the case, then shouldn’t the coldest place be the Sovereignty, where Ewigeliebe is? Why is the north colder?


      A: Geduldh is the true deity of winter; Ewigeliebe merely wants to keep her hidden. The north is colder because Ewigeliebe goes to Klassenberg, which is under Geduldh’s protection.




      Q: It seems that Yurgenschmidt’s flora is entirely reliant on mana. If a commoner tried to nourish a plant with fertilizer, and that fertilizer contained no mana, would it not have an effect?


      A: Yurgenschmidt’s fertilizer is made with feybeast and feyplant remains, so it does a decent job of supplying the land with mana. If a duchy is deprived of mana, fertilizer helps, but it won’t resolve the problem on its own.




      Q: Do the plants in Yurgenschmidt perform photosynthesis? I’d assume not, since they depend on mana—unless the Goddess of Light’s rays can stimulate growth.


      A: They don’t perform photosynthesis as we understand it in Japan. Regular plants do absorb some mana from light and the air, but it pales in comparison to how much they absorb from the earth. Plants that can make their own mana are known as feyplants.




      Q: Alexandria’s country gate is currently closed. In the event that it reopens, I trust Rozemyne would want it to go somewhere other than Lanzenave. Does she already know which other countries exist? If not, does she have the means to find out? Will she get a say in which country her gate connects to?


      A: Rozemyne knows that other countries exist, but that’s about it. The gate would connect to a country chosen by the gods—namely one with mana-wielders seeking refuge. The gods now recognize the threat that Lanzenave’s tools pose to Erwaermen, so they won’t ever connect to it again.




      Q: Leonzio said that when Tollkuehnheit arrived in Lanzenave, his ship appeared out of thin air. Is that truly how it looks when traveling from Yurgenschmidt to another country, or would a teleportation circle form?


      A: Gates on land connect to land, and gates on the ocean connect to water. Opening a country gate in Yurgenschmidt causes a teleportation circle to appear in the destination country. When the gate closes, that circle vanishes. Tollkuehnheit had his own Book of Mestionora, so he built a country gate in Lanzenave.




      Q: It seems to me that duchies and provinces have their borders drawn along rivers and roads, not unlike Japanese prefectures. Would it not have been better to make the borders straight lines than to conform to the contours of the geography?


      A: Having borders that ignored the country’s geography would negatively impact day-to-day life, preventing nobles from taking certain routes by carriage or boat, for example. Yurgenschmidt’s borders were all straight when it was founded, but it caused so many problems across all levels of society that the Zents eventually stepped in to correct it.




      Q: How was management of Werkestock split between Dunkelfelger and Ahrensbach when borders couldn’t be redrawn?


      A: It was decided on a province-by-province basis. Dunkelfelger giebes would oversee some provinces, while Ahrensbach giebes would oversee others.




      Q: After learning of Rozemyne’s success in Ehrenfest, did any of the other duchies clean up their temple and assign a member of their archducal family to the position of High Bishop?


      A: As mentioned in the light novels, Frenbeltag’s archducal family now perform religious ceremonies. They have not made one of their members High Bishop, however. Behind the scenes, they enjoy the wealth that performing religious ceremonies with more mana has brought to their land, but they would rather not be involved with the tedium of temple work, such as managing priests or what have you.




      Q: It was said that priests and shrine maidens can’t get married. How does that square with Eglantine (a married Zent) becoming High Bishop, or other such situations?


      A: The problem with blue priests and shrine maidens is that they wear colors indicating prayer for growth, so they’re treated as either underage or otherwise lacking. The gods themselves don’t care whether adults are married; in fact, the first ever High Bishops were Zents and aubs, and they had partners.


      Moving forward, a key political point will be how blue-wearing individuals are treated. The past was one thing, but at this point, blues with plentiful mana are still living in temple rooms subsidized by the aub. Will all unwed individuals with mana be made blue priests, or will they draw from history and make youths wear blue while married adults wear a different color?




      Q: We know that blue priests’ and shrine maidens’ robes are blue for a reason. Is the same true for gray priests and shrine maidens?


      A: There is a reason, but it isn’t a religious one. The gray is to distinguish them from blue priests and to better hide dirt.




      Q: What would happen to the people of Yurgenschmidt if the country collapsed?


      A: They would be engulfed in white sand that aggressively sucked out their mana, turning them into white sand as well.




      Q: What would happen to Erwaermen if Yurgenschmidt collapsed?


      A: He would disappear completely.




      Q: Now that the rules for becoming a Zent have changed, when a new Zent rises to power, what will become of their predecessor? Will the old Zent return to their home duchy with their family?


      A: As part of the handover process, the former Zent and their partner will stay in a villa on the Academy’s grounds and support the country’s new leader. The former Zent’s children will move to other duchies for marriage or employment. Once the handover is complete, the Zent emeritus will either move in with their children or siblings, or remain in the villa for the rest of their days.




      Q: In the current age—that is, Rozemyne’s age—does anyone in Yurgenschmidt have divine blood?


      A: If you mean children of Geduldh who escaped Ewigeliebe, not those with the power to become gods like Mestionora, then quite a few.




      Q: In Yurgenschmidt, if a person flew straight up into the air, how far could they go?


      A: They would continue until they ran out of mana—at which point they would plummet.




      Q: Can you see the Garden of Beginnings in the sky? Can you see the sky from it?


      A: You can’t see it in the sky, but you can see the sky from it.




      Q: Do you need approval from Erwaermen to enter the Garden of Beginnings?


      A: Anyone who meets the requirements can enter. There’s no need to seek Erwaermen’s permission. If there were, Mestionora wouldn’t have had to ask Rozemyne and Ferdinand to stay away from Erwaermen; they would have been expelled automatically. That said, having an invitation from Erwaermen allows one to circumvent the usual requirements.




      Q: What would be the impact of the library’s foundation equivalent running out of mana?


      A: The underground archive would vanish, taking with it all the hints and explanations for obtaining the Book of Mestionora. Reaching the country’s foundational magic tool with the High Bishop’s key would also cease to be an option, meaning the route and means from before Zent Rauchelstra’s time would need to be used instead—but the key from that era has long since gone missing.


      Someone with the Book of Mestionora could research the key’s shape and use, but whether they would actually find it is another story. They would have memories from the Zents who used it, but if a retainer without enough mana to have their memories recorded ever lost the box carrying it or something of the sort, it would forever be as good as gone. It’s unlikely that anyone would reach the Garden of Beginnings or Yurgenschmidt’s foundation without any hints, so the foundation would dry up and the country would collapse.




      Q: Why did the Zents who inherited Albsenti’s magic tool—including Waldifrid—visit the library in spring? They wouldn’t have the key to the bible, and they would already know all the requisite knowledge for becoming the Zent, so I doubt there was much for them to learn down there. Was it a custom passed down that had lost its original purpose?


      A: Under Schwartz and Weiss’s guidance, they went there to fill the library’s foundation with mana. That said, when the custom started, Zents would go there to fill the country’s foundation, so you could indeed say that it lost its original purpose.




      Q: We know that archlibrarians were entrusted with the keys to the archive. But given how Solange talked about the spring visits, were medlibrarians informed about the country’s foundation?


      A: No, she didn’t know anything about it. The librarians who left the guiding to Schwartz and Weiss would instruct her to stay in her office until called and not to leave under any circumstances.




      Q: On a map included with Part 4 Volume 2 of the manga adaptation, the Ehrenfest Dormitory had an area labeled “Living quarters for nobles of other duchies.” Is that where the dormitory supervisor (a Sovereign noble) is meant to stay? Do the Sovereign nobles who returned to their respective duchies toward the very end of Part 5 also use them?


      A: The label on the map means exactly what it says: nobles whose medals aren’t in the possession of Aub Ehrenfest. That includes not just Ehrenfest’s dormitory supervisor, but also Ferdinand after he left the duchy for marriage. He would have used one of those rooms during the prologue of Part 5 Volume 11. If the nobles returned to their home duchies end up moving back to the Sovereignty, I suspect they would use those rooms as well—but given how little space there is, new accommodations would be built in short order.




      Q: On the map of the Royal Academy included in the seventh fanbook, there are five sealed villas. Each one (and the Adalgisa villa) is close to the dormitories of a duchy with a country gate. Considering they need the Grutrissheit to be opened, could they be connected to country gates?


      A: The sealed villas were used by aubs in the distant past, when there was still only one duchy per country gate. The reason those villas can’t be opened without a Grutrissheit is because a Grutrissheit was used to seal them. It has nothing to do with the civil war rendering the country gates unusable.




      Q: The fact that villas are called villas and not palaces tells me they aren’t quite as extravagant in scale. Where did Zents live in the Royal Academy when it was their base of power?


      A: The central building. The buildings now used by students and professors were once the political center, while the Zent and their family lived in higher floors currently blocked from general access. Students today study in rooms that used to be offices and meeting rooms.




      Q: Terza means “third,” while Quinta means “fifth.” Not only does that imply the existence of a “fourth” who was born between them, but it also suggests that over fifteen years, three princesses gave birth to only a single male. Or are they counted between the three main houses?


      A: It changes based on the mother. Gervasio was the third child of his mother, while Ferdinand was the fifth of his (Seradina).




      Q: In the Adalgisa villa, did the eldest flowers go to the Royal Academy?


      A: Yes.




      Q: I doubt any royals or aubs were concerned about whether children of theirs were being raised in the Adalgisa villa—but if they did ask, would the people running the villa answer?


      A: No. The Zent managed the children born there and sent invitations to royals and aubs, so any questions would be directed to them.




      Q: What are the Royal Academy’s fellowship gatherings like for students who aren’t archduke candidates?


      A: Their purpose is for meeting and socializing with students of the same rank, so there’s one for archnobles, one for mednobles, and one for laynobles. The eldest students take the new arrivals around and introduce them in the same order as in the archduke candidates’ meetings. The other students can socialize with whomever they please—as long as they don’t interfere with the introductions.




      Q: Do students need to decide which course they want to take before they enter the Royal Academy, or do they have until their third year?


      A: Given apprentice training duties, it’s normal to decide before joining the Academy, but people are free to change their minds before their third year. It’s pretty rare, but there are cases where students whose parents ordered them to become scholars turn out to be so bad at paperwork that they switch to becoming a knight instead, or where students who originally intended to become scholars pivot to being attendants so they can work primarily with people of the same sex.




      Q: Ferdinand and Justus both took multiple courses at the Royal Academy. How rarely does that happen? Georgine was described as having taken the scholar course and the archduke candidate course, so could it actually be reasonably common?


      A: It isn’t rare at all for students to take particular classes from other courses that interest them. Hartmut and Lieseleta both took medical classes to become certified doctors. Georgine was the same—she took classes related to medicine and brewing from the scholar course.


      Much less common is when someone completes a second course in its entirety to become a librarian, or when someone (Justus) graduates as both an attendant and a scholar. Ferdinand was an exception in that he stayed at the Royal Academy outside of the academic term and used that time to complete three separate courses.




      Q: What did Anastasius do in his first-year etiquette class? Did he take it alongside archduke candidates?


      A: Yes. There was always a chance he might end up leaving the royal family, and even if he didn’t, he could have been invited by another royal—perhaps his brother’s wife or one of his father’s wives—to a tea party. Because the class was based on a tea party between royals, he was graded less harshly than the archduke candidates.




      Q: You mentioned that male students went to the Sovereign temple for sex education. Was it not a security risk to welcome members of so many duchies? I don’t know exactly where the Sovereign temple is, but what if a student saw something they shouldn’t have?


      A: The Sovereignty sees no issue with it. The archduke candidates don’t bring their retainers, and the halls are lined with guards to prevent them from going anywhere they shouldn’t. A small group of underage students would be physically incapable of launching a dangerous attack, and even if they somehow managed to harm the priests, those in the palace would hardly care. No noble would attempt something so stupid in the first place, lest they get their duchy in serious trouble.




      Q: If a student fails to graduate from the Royal Academy and their schtappe gets sealed, what happens to them?


      A: There’s no benefit to keeping the medal of someone who failed to become a noble, so the medal is destroyed while the student is at the Academy, reducing that student to a commoner.




      Q: Ferdinand and Rozemyne both obtained their Grutrissheits through unusual means. What will they spread as the “official” method?


      A: Pray, perform religious ceremonies, and visit the small shrines of the subordinate gods → Become omni-elemental through the divine protections ritual → Dedication whirl to open the door to the Garden of Beginnings → Obtain an omni-elemental schtappe by the big white tree → Circle the large shrines to get feystones of each divine color, thereby gaining the ability to see the magic circle in the sky → Perform a ritual in the Farthest Hall, activating the circle (Rozemyne already activated it, so this step can be skipped unless the foundation loses so much mana that Erwaermen enters mana preservation mode again) → Offer mana to the statue of Mestionora in the library and learn to produce the Book of Mestionora by chanting “Grutrissheit” → Meet the golden shumil and obtain permission to access the Garden of Beginnings → Meet Erwaermen in his “human” form and obtain the Book of Mestionora. 




      Q: What were the requirements to activate the big shrines’ magic circles? Rozemyne managed it, Ferdinand didn’t, and Gervasio did in record time.


      A: One needs to perform religious ceremonies (offer up mana) using the shrine in the central building. The first time Ferdinand met Erwaermen, he’d brute-forced his way through with an absurd amount of mana. After that, he and Gervasio were just lucky that Rozemyne had already activated the circle and Erwaermen was awake and waiting for her.




      Q: A pillar of light forms when enough mana is given during a ceremony. When everyone prays to rejuvenate a gathering spot, does the pillar give more mana based on how much everyone offered? Also, if someone wants to gain an element they don’t have, would it be fastest to pray at the small shrines?


      A: Indeed, the pillar of light gives more mana to the gods if more mana was offered. A large group of people praying makes mana flow easier and reach the gods more easily, which makes praying at the gathering spot a particularly fast way to obtain an affinity for Water. If you wanted a different element, no amount of praying at the gathering spot would help. Praying at the shrines is more reliable for obtaining specific protections.




      Q: When making offerings to the shrines of the primary gods, Rozemyne prayed, while Eglantine performed a dedication whirl. What did Ferdinand and Gervasio do?


      A: Ferdinand offered mana as he does in the Mana Replenishment hall—by kneeling and pouring it into the floor. Gervasio let his ring suck out his mana and gave blessings that way.




      Q: In its true state, the Sovereignty has no land except for the Royal Academy. Where, then, does the mana from Spring Prayer held at the Sovereign temple go? The gathering spots of each duchy?


      A: It goes to the Royal Academy and all of Yurgenschmidt. Even if one excludes the duchies’ dormitories and gathering spots, the Royal Academy’s grounds are vast. The Sovereignty won’t be able to offer as much mana as it used to after many of the priests and shrine maidens are returned to their duchies, but their efforts will supply not just the Royal Academy (where Erwaermen is) but also the entire country through its foundation. Each duchy manages its own gathering spot, so the Sovereign priests aren’t actually allowed to enter them without permission.




      Q: The decision has been made for Zents to obtain the Book of Mestionora off their own backs, rather than have it handed down to them. Does that include nobles who don’t go through the ceremony for obtaining the names of the supreme gods like archduke candidates do?


      A: Anyone capable enough to become the Zent would surely be adopted by an aub before their third year and made an archduke candidate. Anyone who lacked the talent and charisma for aubs of other duchies to want to adopt them would ultimately never become Zent anyway, so there’s no point in opening the process to non-archduke candidates.




      Q: Would the decision for students to once again acquire their schtappes at the end of their Royal Academy education not vastly increase their reliance on magic tools during class (to make weapons, brew, and so on)? Will the Academy (the Sovereignty) provide them? The duchies? Or will students need to prepare them individually?


      A: The tools will come from the Academy’s and the palace’s storerooms. It used to be the norm for students to obtain their schtappes during their last year, so they already have the necessary equipment; they didn’t throw it all away when things started to change. A student who wants to brew outside of class can borrow from laboratories, their dorm, or even their duchy’s castle. There would be a waiting list, of course, but that’s nothing new; even people with schtappes need pots, scales, and other tools. Those who would rather not wait will prepare their own equipment.




      Q: Was there a chance that Dunkelfelger would support Gervasio?


      A: Yes. If he had filled the country’s foundation, been acknowledged as the next Zent by the Sovereign temple, and been properly inaugurated, Dunkelfelger would have supported him as the Zent’s sword.




      Q: It seems like Dunkelfelger’s aubs always marry women from other duchies. Where was the previous Aub Dunkelfelger’s first wife from? She survived the purge, so was she from a winning duchy?


      A: She’s a branch royal.




      Q: Kenntrips’s and Rasantark’s mothers both seem to have come from other duchies. I thought Dunkelfelger forbade its nobles from marrying outside the duchy during the civil war. Did their parents marry before then?


      A: That ban applied only to the archducal family, since their engagements would have a direct impact on the civil war. Those of archnoble rank and lower could do as they pleased.




      Q: In Drewanchel, the talented are adopted by the aub so the duchy can have plenty of archduke candidates. Does that mean its archducal family is massive, with an extremely complex family tree?


      A: Yes. Drewanchel has a larger archducal family than other duchies.




      Q: Was the name “Ehrenfest” chosen, like how Rozemyne chose “Alexandria,” or was it just the house name of the person assigned to be the duchy’s first aub?


      A: It was the house name of the branch royal who became the duchy’s first aub.




      Q: Did Ehrenfest inherit Eisenreich’s color? Was it chosen to match the duchy’s country gate?


      A: It wasn’t the same color, but yes, it was chosen to match the divine color of the country gate.




      Q: Is the flower at the top of Alexandria’s crest a species native to the duchy? If so, what is it called?


      A: It’s the same flower from the Rozemyne Workshop’s crest, understood to be Rozemyne’s personal crest. The design was inspired by her hairpins, not any native species.




      Q: After the war against Lanzenave, its noble troops were distributed among the duchies. What about its citizens, like basic soldiers and merchants, whom I assume were just hanging around the port? I assume the soldiers will be executed, but what about the merchants? Could they become traveling merchants like those from Bosgeiz?


      A: Those who escape capture will live on as merchants. Those who aren’t so fortunate will be executed for personal vendettas.




      Q: Prayers don’t seem to reach the gods in Lanzenave, so is there no way for the people living there to obtain blessings or divine protections? Is prayer equally meaningless to people like Rozemyne who already have divine protections?


      A: The farther one is from the Garden of Beginnings, the harder it is to make a pillar of light appear. It’s much harder in Ehrenfest than at the Royal Academy, for example, and it’s especially tough for those far away from Yurgenschmidt in its entirety. Those in Lanzenave were able to use construction magic, so their prayers reached the gods to some degree, but Gervasio had never seen the light of a blessing before, which was why he didn’t recognize it.




      Q: From what I can tell, those chosen to rule Lanzenave aren’t allowed to attend the Royal Academy, even though they’re given schtappes. Do they still receive a noble’s education? Are they taught mana compression, how to wield a schtappe, how to obtain divine protections, how to use an entwickeln, and the names of the supreme gods?


      A: They don’t receive a full education, but they are taught each of the points you mentioned, among other things.




      Q: Gervasio has multiple wives and children, which means there were multiple women with enough mana to match his. Do the people in Lanzenave have special means of compressing their mana or something?


      A: The people of Lanzenave take mana compression far more seriously than Yurgenschmidt nobles, who need only control their mana to survive. Imagine the contrast between a high school soccer club and a professional team, for example. Those in Lanzenave simply won’t survive if they don’t compress their mana, so they openly share their methods rather than try to hide them. You could compare them to Ferdinand and Rozemyne, who were both desperate to survive in noble society. 




      Q: In Yurgenschmidt, feystones are kept and reused, like rechargeable batteries. Because Lanzenave imports so many, can we assume they throw theirs away once they’re empty?


      A: The people of Lanzenave do reuse feystones, but feystones wear down with repetitive use, and magic tools start to break. Getting new feystones in Yurgenschmidt is as easy as slaying feybeasts or channeling mana into the fruit of certain feyplants, but in Lanzenave, the only options are to import them or to obtain them from dead mana-wielders. For that reason, they consider feystones far more precious than nobles in Yurgenschmidt do. If the Lanzenave royal family knew Rozemyne turned feystones into gold dust just to expend her excess mana, they would probably faint.




      Q: Will the ivory buildings in Lanzenave collapse without a schtappe-wielder to oversee them, or will the country simply not be able to use entwickeln? I assume having a schtappe isn’t necessary to refill a foundation.


      A: Having a schtappe is necessary to cast archducal spells, but not to refill a foundation. The buildings won’t collapse as long as Lanzenavians keep supplying mana through their replenishment hall. Gervasio entrusted the key to Lanzenave’s foundation to the former king before going to Yurgenschmidt, so the former king will perform replenishment for the foreseeable future.




      Q: How long do the people of Lanzenave have before their ivory buildings collapse? How long will it be before Ewigeliebe finds them?


      A: The buildings won’t collapse as long as they continue to be supplied with mana, but the absence of a schtappe-wielder means they won’t be able to be repaired, altered, or expanded. Lanzenave should be able to maintain the buildings for half a century, but the mana in the land will slowly start to fade, starting from the area around the foundation, and the lack of feystone imports means they won’t be able to replace broken magic tools. If those of the Lanzenave royal family end up being hunted down for their feystones, the buildings will collapse much sooner.




      Q: Benno greeted the High Priest by mentioning a blessing, and the High Priest used his noble ring to bless him in response. How would the blue priests who don’t have rings respond? Would they say “Blessings upon you” or some such?


      A: Correct. They would just respond verbally.




      Q: How far have diptychs spread through Ehrenfest and other duchies?


      A: They have a growing presence in other duchies. Members of the Plantin Company use them, which brings them to the attention of merchants who visit their store.




      Q: What kind of alcohol were the Ahrensbach commoners drinking in Part 5 Volume 11?


      A: Mostly vise, as is popular in Dunkelfelger.




      Q: Do merchants from other duchies buy pound cake? Do they use time-stopping magic tools to preserve it?


      A: Merchants from duchies close to Ehrenfest—like Frenbeltag, Klassenberg, and Ahrensbach—stock up in autumn (when food degrades more slowly) before returning home. At the height of summer, they buy only portions for themselves. Commoners don’t have mana, so they don’t use time-stopping magic tools.




      Q: The fifth fanbook explained how nobles in Ahrensbach and Dunkelfelger spend their summers. What about commoners? Do people often die from heatstroke?


      A: Considering that people still die from heatstroke and hypothermia in Japan, where we have air conditioners and other modern amenities, it goes without saying that there are deaths in Yurgenschmidt too. For safety’s sake, people generally stay inside or in the shade on particularly hot days, and they do their business early in the morning or late in the evening.




      Q: Were funerals held for any of Effa and Gunther’s late children?


      A: They held small ceremonies for the children and buried them in the corner of the graveyard, as is customary when a child dies before their baptism. Effa and Gunther keep locks of their hair and sometimes talk about them, but that’s about it.




      Q: In Part 4 Volume 7, Hannelore described Dunkelfelger’s tea party room as chilly. Do people in Yurgenschmidt associate blue with the cold, even though it’s the divine color of summer?


      A: They associate blue with the sky that growing plants strive to reach. What evokes warmth more is winter’s divine color: the red of an active fireplace.




      Q: Does Heisshitze—or anyone in a similar position—feel regret or sympathy that the engagement between Ferdinand and Magdalena didn’t work out? Is that why they arranged for him to marry into Ahrensbach?


      A: Not really. Ferdinand and Magdalena weren’t actually engaged, and archduke candidates have so many candidates to choose from that their families seldom care to keep track of them all. People were more concerned that, because the engagement never came to be, Ferdinand continued to face abuse in Ehrenfest and was sent to the temple after coming of age. To atone for their failure, they wanted to give him the chance to flourish in a greater duchy as a proper noble.




      Q: Georgine is the only noble we’ve seen return to her home duchy after marrying into another. Is it actually quite common? How often does Florencia return home, considering she’s on good terms with her family?


      A: It depends on the duchy. Returning to—and therefore getting involved with—duchies that lost the civil war certainly isn’t advised. Florencia and Constanze haven’t gone back home since leaving their respective duchies; at most, they exchange letters and reunite at the Archduke Conference and the Interduchy Tournament. But as sentiments change under Zent Eglantine, Florencia will eventually be able to return home without fear of the consequences.




      Q: Commoners don’t seem to retire until they’re physically unable to work anymore. Is that true of nobles too?


      A: It’s true of some, but most retire after handing over their duties. They don’t receive pensions; rather, they rely on support from their house or their successor.




      Q: What penal work is given to nobles found guilty of a crime? During the purge of the former Veronica faction, people were fined, executed, or made to brew magic tools. Were there any other punishments?


      A: It depends on the nature of the crime and the aub or Zent who gives the verdict. Often, noble criminals are forced to donate mana.




      Q: What would happen to a noble if their medal were destroyed while they’re still in the duchy? Would they turn to ash and disappear like a commoner? Would they leave a feystone behind? Or does something completely unpredictable happen?


      A: The result is basically the same as when a noble takes fatal damage to their mana organ: they turn into black sludge, leaving only a feystone behind.




      Q: We hear so much about nobles being executed during the civil war and subsequent purges. Could they not just be kept in the ivory tower or some other facility for draining their mana?


      A: The ivory tower isn’t a facility for draining mana; it’s a prison for members of the archducal family. Anytime mana is taken, it’s done using magic tools.


      The reason so many nobles were purged instead of simply being locked up relates closely to the events of the civil war. Trauerqual assumed the feud was entirely between the first and second princes, and that he and the fourth prince had merely been forced into their roles. That gave the fourth prince’s faction an opening to kidnap and murder Trauerqual’s daughter. He thought to spare them so they could keep contributing to the country, but they started a full-scale rebellion, which resulted in many who aided the first and fourth princes being severely punished or executed. Naturally, there were all kinds of punishments given.




      Q: I was shocked to learn that Gretia, who was baptized as a noble and allowed to attend the Royal Academy, could be bought and sold like cattle. Are there no human rights or other means for nobles to protect themselves from overly tyrannical heads of households?


      A: Nobles can petition their aub if they believe someone is unfit to lead a house, which can lead to that person being replaced if the aub agrees. In Gretia’s case, her father merely arranged for her to “work in the Wiltord estate,” so he would never be punished.




      Q: Bonifatius mentioned toward the end of Part 3 that there are secret passages known only to archdukes. When an archduke who knows about them dies, wouldn’t that knowledge be added to the Grutrissheit, making it freely available to any Zent with the Book of Mestionora? Is that why Ferdinand insisted on rebuilding the entire castle at the end of Part 5 Volume 11?


      A: For generations, Zents relied on the magic tool Grutrissheit; none of them had the Book of Mestionora. And because even longer had passed since anyone outside of the “royal family” obtained one, there were no real concerns about that information falling into the wrong hands. Only when more Zent candidates start obtaining Books of Mestionora will people realize and address the risk.




      Q: It was said that Anastasius’s retinue comprises Gilessenmeyer leadership and a strong core of Hauchletzte nobles. Is that true for Trauerqual, Sigiswald, and Hildebrand too? Do the other duchies take issue with it?


      A: Members of royalty, much like archducal family members, have their retainers largely chosen for them by their mothers. Their retinues then expand when they marry and take nobles from their partner’s duchy. That custom is why aubs want their progeny to marry into the royal family. Anastasius and Sigiswald share a mother, so their retinues are very similar. Hildebrand also has scholars and attendants from Gilessenmeyer and Hauchletzte, owing to his father’s influence, but his guard knights are mostly from Dunkelfelger. Trauerqual’s retainers mostly come from his mother’s duchy, his wife’s duchy, and some of the victorious duchies. There was a shuffling of personnel when he became Zent.




      Q: Why does Hildebrand have a head attendant from Gilessenmeyer when his mother, Magdalena, is from Dunkelfelger? Were the first wife’s wishes prioritized to maintain the balance of power?


      A: Correct. It was done to preserve the balance of power within the royal family, with the Zent’s and the first wife’s wishes coming before Magdalena’s.




      Q: What is the most important criterion to consider when selecting an archduke candidate’s head attendant? What happens when the parents can’t agree on whom to choose?


      A: Perhaps the most important criterion is how well the prospective head attendant cooperates with the parents. The aub tends not to play much of a role in child-rearing. Since their successor is chosen from those being raised, the mothers generally take input from the father while educating their children independently. As a result, the mother’s opinion normally carries the most weight in these situations.




      Q: There are descriptions of female attendants and scholars going back to work after raising children, but what about knights? Are the head guard knights of archducal couples predominantly men?


      A: Female knights can return to work too, but rarely do they return to serving the archducal family. The time they spend raising their children puts them behind in their training, and growing older reduces their stamina. By the time they’re ready to return to work, they’re almost always deemed unfit to protect the archducal family.


      Some women resume their training and end up seeing success in the Knight’s Order. They usually spend their time instructing minors; there’s much advice that only a mother can give. 




      Q: It seems that female archduke candidates tend to want some of their knights and most of their attendants to be women, but women resign from their positions to get married and have children. Since courses branch during students’ third year at the Royal Academy, and women normally get engaged four to six years after that point, do female archduke candidates constantly need to cycle through female guard knights?


      A: Indeed. Male guard knights are preferred in the long run, and they can accompany their female charges almost anywhere except girls-only tea parties. Female guard knights will normally be apprentices.




      Q: It’s important to have attendants of one’s gender, since boys and girls sleep on separate floors at the Royal Academy, but can nobles have attendants of the opposite gender otherwise? Rozemyne has both male and female attendants in the temple, so surely it’s okay to have a few.


      A: Married men sometimes take a female attendant or two so they have someone who can communicate with their wife and enter her bedroom. And at times, both men and women take their extramarital partners as attendants.


      There’s a strong tendency to view attendants of the opposite gender as mistresses or what have you, so unmarried noblewomen never take male attendants. An attendant’s duty is to take care of the everyday needs of their lord or lady, but if their charge is of the opposite gender, they can’t bathe them, change their clothes, always join them at tea parties, and so forth. In most cases, it would end up causing more trouble than it’s worth.


      Yes, Rozemyne has male attendants in the temple, but that’s another story. Using magic tools is out of the question, and she can’t entrust physical labor to the girls. They also do work that would otherwise be done by scholars in the castle—Fran and Zahm do paperwork and assist her with her High Bishop duties, while Gil and Fritz manage the workshop.




      Q: From the perspective of a noble, what’s the difference between sending a child to the temple and putting them to work as a servant (using magic tools and such)?


      A: Children sent to the temple are known to other houses as noble progeny, where those put to work as servants are hidden from the public and considered commoners. Shikza was in the temple as an apprentice blue priest of House Dahldolf, which is why he could return to noble society and attend the Royal Academy under temporary special conditions. Servants aren’t considered scions of a noble house, and they wouldn’t be allowed to attend the Royal Academy regardless of the circumstances and whether they had mana. In that regard, the difference comes in terms of treatment: children sent to the temple are treated better than servants.




      Q: How are servants perceived within their households?


      A: They are treated not as members of the family but as, well, servants. They have lower status than those they serve and noble attendants, but more than hired commoner servants. Because they would find it hard to survive outside their households, many are forced to accept being treated more or less like slaves. Those related to giebes by blood are sometimes entrusted with their estates during winter socializing, which is a big responsibility. If a laynoble house can’t afford to pay for an attendant, its servants can also be tasked with attendant duties.




      Q: It was said that when a couple who married the ancient way separates, they find it hard to get blessings from the supreme gods. Does this ever lead to them losing Light or Darkness as elements? I suspect Sigiswald was omni-elemental when he married Adolphine but lost an element after their divorce.


      A: Divorce always makes it harder to get blessings from the supreme gods, since it constitutes breaking a contract made when the couple got married. It doesn’t take away existing blessings, though.




      Q: Will anything be added to Rozemyne’s name to identify her as the first aub of Alexandria?


      A: No; her full name will conform to the usual “name + ‘Aub’ + duchy” format. Trauerqual and Sigiswald were given house names because they didn’t have one when they were royalty. Rozemyne won’t void her adoption by Sylvester, so her full name will end up being rather long: Rozemyne Tochter Linkberg Adotie Ehrenfest Aub Alexandria.




      Q: Do the archducal families of lesser duchies that gained independence continue to use their original house names?


      A: The first generation keeps it, but their children take the name of the duchy instead.




      Q: If a noble who follows their lord or lady to another duchy marries, can they revive their house?


      A: No. Any house they formed would simply be considered a branch of the main house.




      Q: When establishing a house, is it necessary to change one’s name?


      A: You would need to include an “Or” in your name to indicate your being the start of a new house.




      Q: I assume all the nobles name-sworn to Rozemyne are moving to Alexandria. Will they be allowed to form new houses or marry with Rozemyne’s permission?


      A: They won’t start houses, but they can marry with Rozemyne’s permission. Roderick and Gretia just need to come of age first. The exceptions are Matthias and Laurenz: because of their history in Ehrenfest—they should have been executed for guilt by association—Sylvester would also need to consider the matter before the decision of whether they could marry could be made.




      Q: Under what circumstances can a woman become the head of a household? Would she need to be a giebe? Could she rise to the position without a husband?


      A: In general, one only becomes the head of a household after marriage. If someone urgently needs to inherit the position after coming of age, an engagement will do, but someone without even a potential partner would never be considered. That’s true for both men and women. As long as she’s an adult and engaged, a woman is just as able as a man to become the head of a household.




      Q: In the seventh fanbook, it was said to be particularly tough for women to become aubs. Why consider them at all, then?


      A: Because a woman becoming an aub can be important for preserving a bloodline or a noble house. It wouldn’t make sense to obsess over male successors to the detriment of one’s progeny.




      Q: Channeling mana into another person in the bedroom seems to cause both rebound and pain. Does having a greater mana capacity result in more pain, and vice versa? Does it hurt when one person has mana and the other person doesn’t?


      A: The amount of pain depends on the difference in their capacities, but it’s shared equally between the two people involved. If they can no longer sense each other’s mana, there won’t be any pain at all—but they also won’t be able to have children.




      Q: When people from different duchies get engaged, in which duchy are the color-mixing session and engagement ceremony held? Did Hartmut and Clarissa formally have either?


      A: Generally, the fathers would decide the location of the engagement ceremony, and the color-mixing would be held somewhere convenient, such as the Interduchy Tournament or the Archduke Conference. If the people getting engaged are due to see each other again at the Royal Academy in a year’s time, they might exchange feystones then. If not, the person not marrying into another family will visit the person who is, like when Detlinde went to Ehrenfest.


      In Hartmut and Clarissa’s case, they color-mixed during the Interduchy Tournament and exchanged engagement feystones. The plan had originally been for Hartmut and his family to travel to Dunkelfelger for a debut-style engagement ceremony, but that was canceled when Clarissa charged into Ehrenfest of her own accord. When her parents frantically arrived with her belongings and apologized, there was something of an engagement ceremony to introduce her to the family.




      Q: Female students are taught sex education by their family’s attendants, not during classes at the Royal Academy, right? Are they taught before they start school, after they develop mana-sensing, or at some other point?


      A: It depends on the tutor. Most teach it right before their student attends the Academy or after they develop mana-sensing.




      Q: During the trombe rescue, Myne—an apprentice shrine maiden at the time—felt considerable pain when Ferdinand channeled mana into her. Are there genuine risks involved with absorbing foreign mana? If a pregnant woman absorbed too much, could it result in a miscarriage?


      A: At first, the mother’s body would reject the mana, keeping the baby safe. But if the foreign mana pushed through the rebound, it would indeed cause a miscarriage.




      Q: Is there a term among nobles for women who give birth later than others? At a dangerously old age, for example.


      A: They don’t have a term for it, but it’s considered dangerous to have one’s first child past the age of thirty. That said, having mana that’s compatible with your partner’s is more important than age.




      Q: If a first and second wife were to die in quick succession, allowing a third wife like Georgine to take over as first wife, would it be acceptable for the husband to take a new second or third wife?


      A: If he had only one surviving wife, he could take another, but that’s all. If he lost all of his wives, he could marry two more.




      Q: Why are girls like Gretia raised to be mistresses? Would it not be better for the reputation of both houses if they were taken as third wives instead?


      A: Men seek mistresses when they already have a third wife but want more women, or when they want someone who can’t complain no matter how they treat her. Families raise girls as mistresses when they want to form connections without having to pay for a formal wedding or care for their children.




      Q: Did Ehrenfest end up morally “loose” in sexual matters as a result of being ruled by a faction consisting largely of mednobles who treated those beneath them harshly?


      A: That looseness was only true for some people; I don’t think you could tar all of Ehrenfest with the same brush. There are lusty commoners as well as nobles, and some Leisegangs behaved the same way as those of the former Veronica faction. There are some nobles who perform their duties excellently despite being sexually depraved. However, Gretia being sold by her father is something of a special case.




      Q: Nobles in Yurgenschmidt seem to care deeply about their reputation. What kind of treatment could a woman expect to face if she ended up with a less-than-desirable reputation?


      A: She would find it harder to have a normal marriage, for one thing. A noblewoman unable to carry out her duty of connecting two noble houses through marriage would end up a mistress at best, but would more likely be sold off by her family under the guise of “prioritizing work.”




      Q: Philine was baptized as her late mother’s daughter after having her mana checked. Could she also have been compared to her father?


      A: Yes. Ferdinand’s mana was compared to his father’s before he was baptized as a member of Ehrenfest’s archducal family.




      Q: Could two nobles who aren’t omni-elemental produce an omni-elemental child?


      A: Yes, but it’s exceptionally rare in modern-day Yurgenschmidt.




      Q: Before she became Rozemyne, Myne clearly saw mana flow into schtappes and weapons. Is it possible to observe mana without having developed mana-sensing?


      A: Yes—nobles can observe mana as it moves through them, and as it’s expelled into the world. Mana compression is the act of controlling the mana within oneself, and children start studying it before they’ve even developed mana-sensing. You could consider mana-sensing as something of a “sixth sense” for telling whether you’re able to have children with someone, and whether their mana capacity matches yours.




      Q: Rozemyne became omni-elemental after Ferdinand dyed her. I assume that happened because she had the Mark of Ewigeliebe, but could even a normal Devouring child obtain an omni-elemental schtappe if they were dyed with omni-elemental mana?


      A: It happened because her mana organ was dyed. That wouldn’t be the case for a normal Devouring child, so they wouldn’t gain access to the Garden of Beginnings.




      Q: Ferdinand said it wasn’t hard to dye someone beautifully. What did he mean by that? Are there consequences to dyeing someone in a way that isn’t beautiful?


      A: It’s the same as fully dyeing a stone. He was simply saying that, given her attributes, Rozemyne could easily be dyed, and that she didn’t need to be dyed fully. Outside of those with the Mark of Ewigeliebe, mana usually influences both parties rather than just the one.




      Q: Copy-and-place seemed not to cause any resistance, probably because Rozemyne and Ferdinand had the same mana even without a synchronization potion. Still, did Ferdinand feel anything?


      A: Rozemyne’s mana had been partially influenced by Sigiswald’s courtship magic tool, so Ferdinand felt a small rebound.




      Q: Rozemyne cast a large-scale spell to use up her divine mana. Could she not have returned a blessing using Verfuhremeer’s staff?


      A: Verfuhremeer’s staff is used largely for quelling excitement. The ceremony steals blessings from knights high on battle and calms them down. Furthermore, the blessings are given in an entirely different way. Blessings given to others by praying for them is like coating someone with a layer of dust. You can be coated in all kinds of dust without it negatively impacting your body, and you can wash it off with water. The divine mana Erwaermen called for to be used in filling the foundation was like a torrent of different kinds of water forced into one’s body. It mixed together in weird ways that affected her organs, and it couldn’t simply be wiped off.




      Q: If you’re name-sworn to someone, would you feel resistance when their mana is channeled into you?


      A: Of course. Your lord or lady simply binds your body. The name-swearing process doesn’t change the mana inside of you.




      Q: Despite dyeing Ahrensbach’s foundation, Ferdinand was deemed the aub because Rozemyne’s mana was dyed by the goddess. I thought he would have been enveloped by her mana due to the name-swearing. Can magic tools distinguish this?


      A: Name-swearing impacts only the mana around someone. It doesn’t change their internal mana.




      Q: How big is a box for name stones?


      A: Big enough to fit in Rozemyne’s palm.




      Q: Originally, Rozemyne didn’t seem to recognize the box containing Ferdinand’s name stone. Why was that?


      A: The size of a name stone varies from person to person. The box is always white, but there’s no uniform design.




      Q: How much of an endeavor will it be to redye Yurgenschmidt’s foundation now that it has been dyed with divine mana? Will it be hard for Eglantine to dye it over the course of her tenure as Zent?


      A: It won’t be too bad. Rozemyne’s mana organ was dyed with divine mana; redyeing it was much harder than redyeing a foundation filled with Rozemyne’s mana, whether she was under divine influence or not. Eglantine has incredibly inflexible mana from being a member of an ancient royal house, so she finds Rozemyne’s mana pliable and trivial to dye. Had Ferdinand been dyed with divine mana before filling the foundation, it would have been nightmarish for her, since he’s also from an ancient house.




      Q: I thought only the aub could activate teleportation circles, but Rozemyne said in Part 5 Volume 10 that any member of the archducal family registered to the Mana Replenishment hall can activate them. What am I missing?


      A: The door to the teleportation hall can’t be opened without the key to the foundation, which the aub normally holds on to. Once an aub passes away, any member of their family with the key can open the teleportation hall and activate the teleporter, even before they’ve redyed the foundation. That’s why Rozemyne thinks anyone in the archducal family can use it.


      To everyone else, the key to the foundation is proof that someone’s an aub, so the idea that only the aub can activate teleportation circles is true. They wouldn’t expect Ferdinand to have it. Most assume Rozemyne wouldn’t even be able to use the key, since they see her as either a commoner with the Devouring or Karstedt’s daughter. That’s why people suspect Ferdinand of bringing winter early and dyeing her. They’re not wrong—but they aren’t exactly right either.




      Q: It was said that the aub has to personally activate teleportation circles that cross duchy borders, but Ahrensbach didn’t have an aub during Rozemyne’s third year at the Royal Academy. How did Ahrensbach’s students make it to the Academy?


      A: Quite mundanely. Detlinde activated the circle with the key to the foundation. She was unmarried, and her mana hadn’t been influenced by anyone else’s, so her mana was similar to that of the deceased aub.




      Q: What does the barrier leading to the foundation of a giebe estate check for to determine whether someone is a member of the owner’s family?


      A: The similarity of their mana.




      Q: As the Zent’s husband, Anastasius needs to circle the shrines and become omni-elemental, even though he doesn’t have the Grutrissheit. Are there duties expected of the Zent that require omni-elemental mana? I assume the magic tool Grutrissheit allowed Zents of the past to take the throne without omni-elemental mana, so why does Anastasius need it?


      A: Indeed, the Grutrissheit magic tool was made specifically so that people without all the elements could still become Zent. Anastasius doesn’t have that tool, so he needs to become omni-elemental.




      Q: Anastasius only needs to be omni-elemental for the sake of helping the Zent. Since he already had all the elements from the subordinate gods, all that remains for him is to get the protections of the primary gods. What will that require? Will he need to circle the small shrines, perform the protections ceremony, circle the large shrines, offer mana to the library’s statue of Mestionora...?


      A: Anastasius wasn’t omni-elemental as of Part 5 Volume 11. He wasn’t omni-elemental when he obtained his schtappe, so he couldn’t enter the large shrines as Hildebrand could. He’s expected to circle the small shrines and regain his divine protections.




      Q: Channeling mana directly into a feystone turns it into gold dust, so why does channeling mana into a pot cause feystones to melt?


      A: Because they’re being brewed in the pot.




      Q: Could one of Rozemyne’s feystones be used for an omni-elemental brew?


      A: Yes.




      Q: Professor Solange used Rozemyne’s feystones to supply Schwartz and Weiss with mana. Does that mean using someone else’s feystone offers their mana, not yours?


      A: That’s right. It’s like how, when brewing, you use your mana to push out impure, mixed mana from ingredients. If someone pushes Rozemyne’s mana out of a feystone, it’s the same as supplying her mana.




      Q: How do nobles and mana-wielders perceive physical enhancement magic?


      A: They sometimes use it unconsciously to wield manic strength in emergency scenarios, but they don’t think it’s worth training to use it for extended periods of time. It isn’t all that useful in their day-to-day lives, and there are magic tools they can use instead to improve their eyesight, help them lift heavy things, or slay feybeasts.


      It would take years of practice for someone to master physical enhancement magic to the point that they wouldn’t need magic tools anymore, and the mana cost would be enormous. It helps knights fight more efficiently, but it also speeds up the rate at which they run out of mana, so it’s rarely used outside of classes at the Royal Academy. It was very valuable during the civil war, when ambushes could come at any moment, so it’s more common for older nobles to know the techniques than younger ones.




      Q: When someone dies and their memories are added to the Book of Mestionora, is every existing Book of Mestionora updated at once?


      A: There’s an optional ceremony one can perform in the Garden of Beginnings to update one’s Book. However, once it’s complete, a Zent has all the information they need to carry out their duties; there’s no reason for them to update it again. Not to mention, the new memories wouldn’t be added until Mestionora finished editing them. The time frame for updates happens on a divine timeline, not a mortal one.




      Q: Ferdinand and Gervasio obtained their Books of Mestionora at different times. If Gervasio had completed his, would he have gained knowledge that Ferdinand didn’t have? We know Rozemyne got the incomplete parts of Ferdinand’s Book. Did she get any updates?


      A: If they had gotten the full Book, both Gervasio and Rozemyne would have received a newer version.




      Q: What are the newest memories in Rozemyne’s, Ferdinand’s, and Gervasio’s Books of Mestionora?


      A: Probably memories from the civil war. I haven’t named them, so I can’t really specify, but the person would probably be a royal who died during the civil war, a branch royal executed during the purge, or the aub of a top-ranking duchy. Nobody with enough mana to be recorded in the Book of Mestionora has died since.




      Q: When the Zent race began, Ferdinand and Gervasio drew teleportation circles in the air with their Books in hand. How were they able to do that without being able to form multiple schtappes?


      A: The Book of Mestionora comes with a pen. Ferdinand has written quite a lot in his.




      Q: We know that the elements of a person’s schtappe depend on which elements they had when they acquired it. What would happen if a student with an aptitude for six elements prayed a lot to get their final element, Life, from Ewigeliebe’s subordinates before going to get their schtappe?


      A: Affinities are important, as you said, but the degree to which one’s affinities have improved through prayer changes things. If the student in this example had enough from those subordinate gods that light formed, they could get the protection of a primary god. They could then go to the Garden of Beginnings to get an omni-elemental schtappe.


      In short, it doesn’t matter how much a person prays and develops their affinities if they obtain their schtappe without first performing the ceremony to obtain divine protections. Their schtappe wouldn’t have the updated values and would simply match their original aptitudes. That’s why, under the old curriculum, the ceremony was performed just before students came of age and obtained their schtappes.


      Incidentally, Rozemyne already had the divine protections of all the primary gods because she had Ferdinand’s mana copied into her, so she was completely omni-elemental even before she performed the ceremony for the first time.




      Q: This is impossible for various reasons, but if someone found their divine will, left without taking it, then improved their mana capacity and affinities and returned, would their divine will have moved?


      A: If that person performed the divine protections ceremony and had more elements, then yes, their divine will would have moved.




      Q: Can someone who obtained their schtappe outside the Garden of Beginnings circle the shrines, improve their mana, and then go to the Garden of Beginnings to get a better one?


      A: No.




      Q: It was said that the Darkness spell can be cast only on schtappe weaponry, but what about a schtappe shield? Would it absorb mana like Dunkelfelger’s treasure did?


      A: It can be cast on shields, but it would only let you absorb as much mana in one blow as your mana capacity would allow. It wouldn’t be as impressive as Dunkelfelger’s treasure.




      Q: Why didn’t the Sovereign knights use Darkness weaponry for the battle in the auditorium? The royal family forbade its use, but why wouldn’t the knights use it anyway when the fate of the entire country was at stake?


      A: Normally, Darkness weaponry is for Darkness feybeasts, not humans. And you can use the Darkness weaponry only once per day. Raublut knew from the bible inquiry that Ferdinand could use both the spell and the prayer for Darkness weaponry—and it hardly seemed logical to use Darkness spells against Ferdinand and Rozemyne when silver cloth was already blocking mana attacks.




      Q: Between the divine instruments in the temple and the divine instruments formed by schtappes, which is the real deal? I was wondering if the divine instruments in the temple are just there for people who can’t form their own, like the magic tool Grutrissheit.


      A: The divine instruments in temples are magic tools that exist as a way to obtain the magic circles necessary to create instruments with one’s schtappe. Neither is “the real deal,” though. The ones wielded by the gods are the originals.




      Q: If someone has multiple schtappes, could they make two of the same divine instrument?


      A: Yes, but they would need to cast the spell or say the prayer for each one.




      Q: Does the magic circle gained from offering mana to the divine instruments come to mind every time you offer mana, even after you’ve obtained it in full?


      A: Yes.




      Q: Old Werkestock doesn’t have an aub, so how was the magic circle in its dormitory used to move the ternisbefallens? Did Georgine temporarily dye Old Werkestock’s foundation?


      A: Close. Georgine’s loyal daughter Alstede and her husband, Blasius, dyed the foundation. She used it to test the High Bishop’s bible and key.




      Q: For the large-scale spell to cover the entire duchy, its magic circle would need to overlap several border gates at once. Did they use multiple circles to prevent this? Or did the spell also impact neighboring duchies?


      A: The spell impacted the duchy through means of the foundation. The circle distorted along the border so as not to affect neighboring duchies.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 10, it was written that Rozemyne saw the magic circle above the Royal Academy even at night. Why didn’t it disappear? Could Ferdinand see it too?


      A: Because it was the Royal Academy’s circle, not Rozemyne’s. One gains the ability to see it after circling the large shrines and completing one’s divinely colored feystone, and it remains visible even when activated. Ferdinand also sees it.




      Q: Why was the omni-elemental blessing Rozemyne gave in the final scene of Part 4 Volume 9 on the last page of the bible, and why was it known only to High Bishops? What was the purpose of the circle?


      A: It’s a magic circle that takes a Zent’s prayer meant to be given to all of Yurgenschmidt and gives it to someone precious to the caster. It was something like a reward for ancient Zent candidates who inherited the bible and, after plenty of hard work, gained all elements and a sufficient mana capacity. It’s at the end so it can be seen only by owners of the bible who have fulfilled those conditions.




      Q: In the farewell scene at the end of Part 4 Volume 9, why didn’t Ferdinand recognize the spell? Was it not in his Book of Mestionora?


      A: The spell was meant to be a reward, so the Goddess of Wisdom taught it to the first Zent. It isn’t in the Book of Mestionora.




      Q: According to the fisherman in Part 5 Volume 11, the ocean started getting murkier after the silver ships came. Was that because the silver ships absorb mana from the water to use as fuel?


      A: That’s right. The ships absorb mana when transitioning from silver to black. They also drain mana from the country gate’s teleportation circle. In doing that, they feign using mana while transporting the silver material.




      Q: If Lanzenave’s black ships use the country gate’s mana when teleporting, are they worsening Yurgenschmidt’s mana crisis? Have Erwaermen and the gods sensed them?


      A: Their actions are a contributing factor, but since the material their ships are made from has no mana, the gods can’t sense it.




      Q: I assume silver capes can’t be teleported or what have you. How did those of Lanzenave get them to the Royal Academy, then?


      A: Just like Lanzenave’s ships, they absorb mana from the environment to feign having mana. They were put in a magic tool box—the fruit of Georgine and Grausam’s research—which was used when Georgine and Grausam fled their respective Noble’s Quarters.




      Q: Silver needles that pierce mana-made armor, silver cloth that blocks mana attacks, poison to instantly kill those with mana... Developing these inventions must have required a lot of trial and error, but Lanzenave doesn’t have many nobles. How is this technological revolution coming about, then? Is it being led by Lanzenave’s original population or by its nobility?


      A: The “driving force” of the technological revolution isn’t one particular group, as the technologies themselves came from a variety of sources. Some were developed to be used in the Adalgisa villa, some were developed by revolutionaries to weaken Lanzenave’s royal family, some were developed by Georgine and Grausam after they bought the materials from Lanzenave merchants...




      Q: Would Lanzenave’s instant-death poison work on commoners too?


      A: It would work on commoners with plenty of mana, such as those with the Devouring, but not on commoners with barely any. However, since all plants and creatures in Yurgenschmidt contain mana in some capacity, it could still cause health problems, such as forming tiny clumps inside the body. Because the complications would vary from person to person, it could result in early, mysterious deaths.




      Q: Around the time Georgine and Detlinde were staying in Ehrenfest, an emergency notice arrived at the border gate. I understand why they couldn’t use the water mirror, but couldn’t they have sent a magic-tool letter through the border gate instead? Was there a reason they opted not to?


      A: They could have sent a magic-tool letter through the border gate. Ordonnanzes travel much faster, though, so they’re preferable in emergencies when it doesn’t matter who on the receiving end might hear the message. They would send an ordonnanz to the Ahrensbach knights at the border gate, have them share the message with the Ehrenfest knights, then have the Ehrenfest knights send an ordonnanz to Georgine in Ehrenfest. In this case, because Georgine was pulling the strings, an ordonnanz was preferable so that the people of Ehrenfest would definitely hear that Aub Ahrensbach was in poor health.




      Q: Can you cancel the playback of an ordonnanz? I find myself worrying how many people must have died and how many families must have been ruined because an inconvenient ordonnanz arrived at the wrong time.


      A: You can’t. Even convenient tools have their drawbacks. If receiving an ordonnanz would be inconvenient, one needs to take precautions in advance.




      Q: There seem to be scenes where rather lengthy messages are spoken into ordonnanzes. Is there a limit to how much one can relay?


      A: You can keep speaking into it for as long as your mana lasts. Whether the recipient would actually listen to such a long message, however, is another matter.




      Q: Roughly how many charms was Rozemyne wearing before she departed for the battle in the Sovereignty? I feel she had far fewer in the conflict that followed. How many would other people—the knights there, for example—normally wear?


      A: Around thirty to forty. Rozemyne had no combat training, so she needed a wide variety of them. She had some to protect her against mana attacks, some to protect against physical attacks, and some for mana absorption. Some were single-use, while others could be replenished with mana and reused. An ordinary knight would wear about three to five, and they would treat them more as lifelines for emergencies. Rozemyne, meanwhile, was covered in charms made by those determined to ensure no harm came to her under any circumstances.




      Q: Ferdinand and Rozemyne usually wear protective charms, but do they take them off when bathing or sleeping?


      A: They remove some of them, but not all. They always keep two or three on.




      Q: There seem to be magic tools for keeping highbeasts fixed in place, but how long can one be maintained without its owner nearby? If the owner died, would the highbeast disappear as well?


      A: That depends on how much mana has been poured into the magic tool. If the owner died, the highbeast would turn back into a feystone.




      Q: If someone pours all their mana into a highbeast, how fast would it be in Earth terms? I assume it depends on how much mana the person has, but I’m curious about how fast Bonifatius was when he went full-speed during the celebratory feast.


      A: In Bonifatius’s case at that time, I feel he was easily exceeding the legal speed limit on a highway. One hundred and fifty kilometers per hour, maybe?




      Q: In her divine avatar state, Rozemyne turned feystones into gold dust simply by touching them, yet she still managed to form a highbeast with a rainbow feystone. Are rainbow feystones just that strong?


      A: Compared to feystones of a single element, rainbow feystones specialize in absorbing multiple elements at once. However, that doesn’t mean just any rainbow feystone would keep its shape. Ferdinand carefully selected the best rainbow feystones—ones with the capacity and elemental allowance to withstand divine mana—then processed them into several highbeast feystones, which he told Rozemyne to mash together to increase their capacity even more. It took a great deal of effort and ingenuity to make her highbeast feystone so strong.




      Q: Why didn’t Rozemyne’s highbeast feystone or the charms that Ferdinand made for her turn to gold dust when she was overflowing with divine mana?


      A: The feystone for Rainbow Lessy was made so that it could withstand such mana, and Rozemyne’s hair ornament was made with a high-quality rainbow feystone to begin with. The charms had magic circles on them that prevented deterioration, and Rozemyne never touched them directly, which would have put them most at risk. Instead, whenever she wanted to put them on or remove them, her attendants did it for her. If she had taken one in her hand, it wouldn’t have turned to gold dust immediately, but it would simply have been a matter of time.




      Q: Does the larger version of Lessy actually have more legs, as seen in one of the end-of-volume four-panel manga?


      A: More legs would make it more stable, so I think so.




      Q: Now that Rozemyne has decided to put shumils on Alexandria’s crest, will she need to change her highbeast to match? Or is that not a requirement, despite her being the aub?


      A: No, she won’t have to change her highbeast. Letizia and any future children of the archducal family will probably try to make theirs shumils, but I doubt either Rozemyne or Ferdinand will change their current highbeasts.




      Q: Only the archducal family is supposed to be able to use highbeasts based on whatever animal is on their duchy’s crest. Will nobles who already use shumils as highbeasts be forced to change them?


      A: As long as the shumils don’t fully match the ones on Alexandria’s crest—that is, as long as they don’t have feystones on their foreheads—it should be fine.




      Q: When Ewigeliebe’s sword was used to freeze Lanzenave’s ship, what factors helped draw out its true power? Was it rescuing kidnapped women? Protecting Rozemyne and the other women on the battlefield? The fact that two of the four users had fiancées? If that last point is relevant, does the strength of their relationship help?


      A: Those were all important factors. If the sword is used to protect one’s wife or fiancée, then the nature of their relationship—or rather, the strength of the wielder’s emotions—has an impact.




      Q: When Rozemyne was performing Spring Prayer to use up her excess mana, what would have happened if she had dropped the chalice from her highbeast? Would it have shattered? Would it be possible to catch a falling chalice with a band of light, like hooking a fish?


      A: It wouldn’t break; the ground would cave in beneath it. But yes, you could catch it with a band of light.




      Q: If a chalice full of mana were accidentally dropped, would the mana spill out? If someone turned one upside down, would the mana stay inside as long as there was no intention to pour it out?


      A: Mana wouldn’t come out unless the person using the chalice wanted it to.




      Q: Could someone wearing the God of Darkness’s cape pass through Schutzaria’s shield?


      A: That depends on the mana capacities of those involved. Hartmut couldn’t pass through Rozemyne’s shield, but Rozemyne could pass through his.




      Q: Why did Ferdinand warn Rozemyne that the God of Darkness’s cape should only be used as a last resort? Was it because she might be suspected of being a mana thief?


      A: “Suspected”? It absorbs mana from other people and even the land itself, which is mana theft in the most literal sense. If you look at the consequences of Old Werkestock’s giebes using chalices to steal from the earth, you can see just how dangerous the cape is. It isn’t something to use lightly.




      Q: In her second year, Rozemyne offered mana to the statue of Mestionora. If she had poured in more mana at the time, could she have obtained the shape of the Grutrissheit then and there? What would have happened next?


      A: Rozemyne could have obtained it, since she’s omni-elemental and already had a schtappe. But having an empty shell wouldn’t have enabled her to perform the duties of a Zent. She would have ended up investigating with the royal family how to fill it, which would have led to circling the shrines. The royal family’s coercive power would have been far stronger at that point in the story, and a wedge would inevitably have been driven between Rozemyne and Ferdinand, as he would have confronted her and said, “Did you not say that you do not wish to be the Zent?”


      Rozemyne would have been confined to a Sovereign villa and forced into obtaining the Book of Mestionora. Erwaermen would instruct her to kill Quinta to finish her Book, and although she would refuse, it would ultimately be completed when Ferdinand fell to those of Ahrensbach. From that point on, it would have been considered too dangerous to let her meet with anyone from Ehrenfest, and she would never have seen her lower city family again. You could call it the “Shut-in Shadow Zent” ending.




      Q: If someone kept offering mana to the statue of Mestionora’s divine instrument, could they obtain a blank and empty bible, even without having many elements? How does Mestionora’s divine instrument differ from those of the primary gods?


      A: Without enough elements, you can’t obtain even a blank, empty book. The primary gods’ instruments are meant to help in gaining new elements, whereas the Goddess of Wisdom’s exists for people who already have them all.




      Q: Rejuvenation potions are equally effective no matter who makes or drinks them, but is that also true of synchronization potions? I thought that a synchronization potion only worked on the mana of the person who made it—that if you gave someone a synchronization potion made by someone else, it wouldn’t lower their resistance to your own mana.


      A: I think your original impression was correct. A synchronization potion is used to make it easier for your own mana to pass into the other person. Nobles give one they made themselves to their partner before performing nightly duties. That said, synchronization potions can be used interchangeably in the case of couples who have completely dyed each other and unmarried siblings born of the same mother who haven’t been influenced by anyone else’s mana.




      Q: A previous fanbook depicted the magic tool used for color-mixing. When the colors mix in a problematic way, do they repel each other and form a line? What would happen if Rozemyne and Ferdinand—one a commoner with the Devouring and the other the person who dyed her—used the tool?


      A: It’s pretty rare for the tool to produce a complete line, but it would mean only a narrow portion of the mana is mixing together. In Rozemyne and Ferdinand’s case, it would look as though the entire “screen” had mixed together, and people would suspect they had already welcomed winter together. It was fortunate for them that the royal decree allowed them to skip the color-mixing stage of an engagement, as it preserved their reputations.




      Q: How are proposal feystones treated after a divorce? I’m curious whether they’re returned to the person who made them or discarded.


      A: It depends on the individual. Some people would ask for the stone back, since it would be uncomfortable signing the divorce papers while the other party has it. Others would return it by choice, not wanting to keep anything that would remind them of their ex-partner. Still others might want to keep it as a memento, if they separated because of family circumstances.




      Q: Rozemyne didn’t seem to notice that mana was leaking from the courtship magic tool that Prince Sigiswald gave her. Why was that? Could Hannelore see it?


      A: That’s normal for a courtship magic tool. Nobody would see mana seeping out of it.




      Q: It was said that a duchy’s color corresponds to the color of the stone in their bible key. Since Ahrensbach’s color has now changed, how will they change the color of the stone to match? Does it happen automatically once the duchy color is registered somewhere? If so, where does the registration take place?


      A: Registrations take place in the Royal Academy’s registration hall. It’s the same room used when changing the order of the doors to the dormitories and tea party rooms to match the duchy rankings. A duchy’s color is changed by dyeing its registration feystone.




      Q: Registration brooches (and duchy capes) are given during the feast of beginnings held right before new students join the Royal Academy. Is it acceptable to keep the brooches even after graduating?


      A: Yes, unless they leave the duchy for marriage or what have you. They might need to visit the Royal Academy when one of their children graduates, for the Interduchy Tournament, or for the Archduke Conference.




      Q: When an aub is replaced, new registration brooches need to be brewed, but surely it’s impossible to prepare enough for every noble in the duchy all at once. When are they brewed, exactly?


      A: It depends when the handover occurs, but they would prioritize making brooches for anyone about to go to the Royal Academy. For everyone else, it isn’t particularly urgent. Authority is often passed within the bloodline, so people can keep using the previous aub’s brooches until the foundation has been fully dyed. It’s even possible to delay the timing of redyeing the foundation a little. In the cases of Trauerqual, Sigiswald, and Rozemyne, brooches will need to be made in a great hurry for the nobles who need to attend the upcoming Archduke Conference.




      Q: When a noble dies, who gets ownership of their Royal Academy brooch? Is it sent back to the aub, who made it in the first place? Or is it kept by the late noble’s family as part of their estate?


      A: A recognition brooch is always returned to the aub, whether its previous owner dies or simply leaves the duchy. It would pose a security risk otherwise, since a bad actor could use it to pose as a noble of the duchy it came from.




      Q: When a new aub rises to power, what happens to the brooches made by their predecessor? Are they used as materials for the new brooches?


      A: Since they can no longer be used, there are no particular rules about what to do with them. It depends on material scarcity at the time and on the new aub’s way of thinking. They might be collected, or permission might be granted for them to be kept as mementos.




      Q: If someone loses their schtappe because their registration medal was destroyed while they were out of the duchy, can they obtain another by reregistering?


      A: No. The gods recognize a person by their first medal and only their first medal.




      Q: Since becoming Schwartz and Weiss’s master requires both Light and Darkness, it seems that very few archnobles would qualify. Were the librarians who served as their masters generally drawn from among branch royals or archducal family members?


      A: Yes. The Royal Academy library is a very important facility, after all.




      Q: Why are Schwartz and Weiss given new clothes whenever their master changes?


      A: Because wearing clothes infused with their new master’s mana makes it easier for them to adjust to it.




      Q: Schwartz and Weiss seem to recognize people by their mana. Do they ever confuse Ferdinand for Rozemyne, and vice versa?


      A: Because they registered separately, they won’t be mixed up when they’re together. But if Rozemyne’s mana completely changed—as the result of a goddess, for example—the shumils might mistake Ferdinand for her and start calling him “milady.”




      Q: Schwartz and Weiss can apparently identify people who have failed to return library books or who have taken them out without permission. How? Is each book marked with a magic circle that functions as a tag of sorts, letting them see the length of the loan period and whether it was taken out properly?


      A: The books in the reading room are all registered with the library, as is everyone who goes there. That’s how they tell.




      Q: When a person becomes omni-elemental, Schwartz and Weiss stop saying that they lack elements, even if that person obtained the elements through the protections of subordinate gods. That seems a little premature, since having the protections of subordinate gods isn’t enough to ascend the shrine. Why were they made to respond positively even when the person hasn’t received protections from all the primary gods?


      A: Schwartz and Weiss were made to manage and monitor those who enter the room at the very back of the underground archive. The shrine is not relevant to that.




      Q: You have to hold Schwartz’s and Weiss’s hands to take them out of the library. What would happen if you let go?


      A: If you aren’t holding their hands when you leave the library, they won’t be able to pass through the doorway.




      Q: Hannelore must provide quite a lot of mana as a library committee member. Will Schwartz and Weiss ever guide her to the statue of Mestionora to “give mana to Gramps”?


      A: No. She isn’t omni-elemental, and Gramps is no longer in desperate need of mana.




      Q: Why do Schwartz and Weiss address Rozemyne by her noble name when the gods call her Myne? Was her noble name put on her medal, or do the shumils derive her name from the foundation’s registration feystone?


      A: Schwartz and Weiss use whatever name was registered with the library. The gods use the name associated with a person’s first registered medal.




      Q: Did the Grutrissheit made by Albsenti explain how to get the Book of Mestionora and mention that a duchy’s foundation is connected to its temple’s book room?


      A: Albsenti simply wanted to make her most beloved son the Zent, so she included no more information than was necessary to perform a Zent’s duties. Back then, it was common knowledge that the Book of Mestionora was obtained through personal effort, so she saw no need to include extra steps on how to get something she knew her son would never be able to acquire. The same is true of the magic-tool Grutrissheit that Ferdinand made: He didn’t include how to obtain the Book of Mestionora, because he plans to make that common knowledge. It would have been a waste of pages. However, since it does include how to create a duchy, which is necessary for a Zent’s duties, one can infer that the duchy foundation and the temple are connected.




      Q: What happened to the Grutrissheit at the very back of the underground archive? Will Trauerqual or Sigiswald try to retrieve it after obtaining the necessary protections and becoming omni-elemental?


      A: One needs an omni-elemental schtappe to enter the big shrines, which rules Trauerqual and Sigiswald out entirely. The Grutrissheit is sitting there, untouched, and will probably remain as such for quite a while.




      Q: What does Ferdinand plan to do with the Grutrissheit in the underground archive?


      A: Nothing. It’s up to Zent Eglantine to decide what happens with it.




      Q: Does Justus get to decide when to use the scolding shumil that Rozemyne sent him?


      A: Yes. That’s why it was sent to him and not Ferdinand. Otherwise, he wouldn’t be able to use it to force his lord to rest.




      Q: When Lanzenave attacked, what happened to Letizia’s shumil—the one that repeated messages from her parents?


      A: Either it was stolen, or the feystone containing her parents’ voices was gouged out. In any case, she doesn’t have it anymore.




      Q: Now that Rozemyne is guaranteed to be moving to another duchy, on account of becoming Aub Alexandria, what will happen to her guild card and all of her savings?


      A: The cards that nobles use work in other duchies and in the Sovereignty, where they come in particularly handy during Archduke Conferences. If a commoner intended to move to another duchy, they would need to withdraw their money, then open a separate account with the guild in their new duchy.




      Q: Rozemyne must be very disappointed that neither trombes nor parues grow in Alexandria. Could she import them from Ehrenfest?


      A: Maybe, but she wouldn’t. The fact that trombes are used to make fey paper is a secret, and parues are one of the commoners’ precious winter pleasures. They aren’t something an aub from another duchy should take away.




      Q: We know commoners catch feyfish, but what if they encountered a really destructive one they couldn’t defeat on their own?


      A: The Knight’s Order would deal with it, just as they deal with trombes too strong for commoners to defeat.




      Q: Can the feyfish defeatable only by the Knight’s Order be eaten?


      A: Not all of them, but some can be.




      Q: In the third fanbook, it was said that the Lord of Winter appears in Ehrenfest and somewhere between Gilessenmeyer and Jossbrenner, while the Lord of Summer appears in Dunkelfelger. Is there only one Lord of Summer but two Lords of Winter because the people of Klassenberg spend the winter underground? I assume the feybeasts there get really strong, since they aren’t being hunted, and eventually wander south.


      A: That’s right. During winters in Klassenberg, where the land is rich with Earth mana, Ewigeliebe runs rampant. His subordinates grow in power before moving south to contain Light and Wind, and thus, the Lords of Winter are born.




      Q: It was said that spring is delayed when the Lords of Winter aren’t slain fast enough, but what if Ehrenfest’s—and only Ehrenfest’s—Lord of Winter were slain unusually early? Would spring arrive at different times in east and west Yurgenschmidt?


      A: Yes, it would.




      Q: In Part 1 Volume 1, it was said that shumils’ eyes turn rainbow-colored when they’re angry. They’re weak feybeasts, so I doubt they have much mana, but could they be omni-elemental nonetheless? Or did their eyes only look rainbow-colored from the children’s point of view?


      A: Shumils aren’t omni-elemental. As you guessed, their eyes only looked rainbow-colored from the children’s point of view. Even ordinary nobles can appear to have rainbow eyes when they get angry. I believe I used the same description for Leonore once. Think of it as a quality of all living beings with mana.




      Q: When Myne was gathering, she seemed to pick up a lot of poisonous mushrooms. Was that because of her mana? Could some of it have leaked out and made the mushrooms poisonous?


      A: No. She simply lacked experience and an eye for gathering.




      Q: Was the reason Kamil cried when he saw Myne related to her mana? Or was he just not used to her?


      A: He simply wasn’t used to her. Also, because she was going to the temple and regularly using rinsham, she smelled different from the rest of the family, which made him even more uneasy.




      Q: When Urano was reincarnated as Myne, did she receive any special “gifts,” as it were?


      A: You could say that being reincarnated after wishing to read more books was a gift in itself. The gods didn’t give her anything in particular.




      Q: During the trombe hunt in Part 2, Ferdinand used mana repulsion to close Myne’s wound. Did that dye her at all, or does dyeing not occur when mana rebounds?


      A: His mana was foreign to her, so it naturally rebounded, but she was still dyed a little. Enough that the synchronization potion she drank later tasted sweet.




      Q: When did Myne learn to read Ferdinand’s expressions? Personally, I think it was around the time of Spring Prayer in Part 2 Volume 3.


      A: That’s much too soon. It was when she was stuck in the temple all winter, when she had nobody else to lean on, that she started making an effort to gauge his mood. She gradually became better at it, but she still sometimes made mistakes.




      Q: When Myne first met Sylvester, she Crushed him. Would that not have been punishable by execution?


      A: Are you referring to when he took her hair stick? She didn’t Crush him; some of her mana just leaked out. Ferdinand and Karstedt recognized the danger and were quick to chastise him. Even if she had, Sylvester wasn’t the aub then—he was acting as a blue priest.




      Q: Why haven’t Sylvester’s and Karstedt’s families been told that Myne used to be a commoner?


      A: The fewer people who know a secret, the better. Every noble has attendants and servants. You never know where information might leak or how it might be exploited. Carelessly sharing Myne’s past would also put her lower-city family at greater risk, and to what benefit? I can’t think of a reason other people would need to know.




      Q: Rozemyne is adored and doted on by her family and retainers. Would any of them drastically change their tune if they learned she was a commoner?


      A: Absolutely.




      Q: Rozemyne’s picture-book bible series comprised five volumes, covering the supreme gods, the Eternal Five, and the subordinate gods of spring, summer, autumn, and winter. (Part 3 Volume 4.) Why didn’t she make picture books for the subordinates of Darkness and Light?


      A: No one asked for them. Freida said she wanted to know more about the seasonal subordinates, so those volumes were made. Because the seasonal gods are frequently mentioned in noble greetings, they were perfect for beginners.




      Q: Because of the advice Rozemyne gave him as a first-year, Anastasius gave up his claim to become the next Zent and was able to marry Eglantine. If our bookish protagonist hadn’t given him that push, would a war have broken out between the first and second princes?


      A: Yes. Anastasius had no intention of giving up Eglantine, and Sigiswald was set on becoming the Zent. It would have been a repeat of the civil war, except over Eglantine rather than the Grutrissheit.




      Q: Rozemyne hadn’t heard of Gudrun during her first year at the Royal Academy. Were they never introduced during a tea party? I mean, Gudrun is the daughter of Rozemyne’s head attendant, and she’s related to House Linkberg.


      A: Only a select few nobles were allowed to meet Rozemyne, so there were plenty of relatives she had never been introduced to. Gudrun is a member of House Linkberg, but her husband and Karstedt are half-brothers who don’t get along. She wouldn’t even meet Elvira face-to-face unless Bonifatius requested it. And since she used to serve Georgine, she belongs to a different faction from Elvira and Florencia.




      Q: Rozemyne really wanted to confront Wilfried after the Archduke Conference in their third year. If she had spoken her mind, what might she have said to him?


      A: She would have spoken so harshly that they could never have returned to being brother and adoptive sister, hitting him with what she saw as the plain truth: “Stop being a baby and relying on others to do everything for you.”




      Q: Rozemyne slept through the equivalent of an entire season in the Garden of Beginnings. Why was she asleep for so long? Was that how long it took for her mana to adjust to her new, grown-up body?


      A: That was how long it took for her body to grow and for her mana to get used to it.




      Q: Who was Ferdinand to Rozemyne while her memories were missing? She seemed to recognize him as someone as important as family—even more important than books—but I’m not sure that meant much. At that time, family didn’t seem as meaningful to her as before.


      A: He’s her mentor—someone she owes her life to, and who cares for her more than her noble family does. She feels strongly about him, but she doesn’t understand why he would put his all into saving her.




      Q: Rozemyne returned to having human mana by exhausting her divine mana and then being dyed over by Ferdinand. What would have happened if she hadn’t undergone that process? Ignoring the fact that she physically couldn’t have survived.


      A: Because divine mana is stronger than Ferdinand’s, and because Rozemyne bears the mark of Ewigeliebe, it would never have faded on its own. A human body can’t endure the constant clash of different kinds of mana, so she would inevitably have died.




      Q: When Rozemyne sensed Gervasio, was that mana-sensing? She couldn’t sense Ferdinand then, but later, when she was performing Spring Prayer to get rid of her mana, she suddenly could. Was that related to changes caused by the goddess’s descent and the blessings she received?


      A: Yes. You can’t sense someone unless they’re a suitable match for you, so you could say that what Rozemyne felt was mana-sensing. Right before the battle, Ferdinand completely redyed her with a synchronization potion and liquid mana, which made their mana too similar for her to sense him (since they wouldn’t have been suitable marriage partners). After that, Rozemyne was dyed by the Goddess of Wisdom and multiple other gods, so she couldn’t detect human mana at all. Not even a synchronization potion would have done much in that situation.




      Q: Once Rozemyne’s mana settles down, aside from Ferdinand and Gervasio, roughly how many people in Yurgenschmidt will she be able to sense? Regardless of age or sex.


      A: Even if you included branch royals who married down before the civil war, you could count them on one hand. 




      Q: During Spring Prayer, Rozemyne seemed to think it was strange that Ferdinand touched her hair. Was that because she couldn’t remember their hugs?


      A: No. Ferdinand gave her hugs when she was sad—and pinched her cheeks when she was being annoying—but he never went out of his way to touch her hair. Her confusion was justified.




      Q: How do Rozemyne’s retainers and those close to her view the fact that she obtained the Grutrissheit?


      A: They’re all over the place. “Shouldn’t she have avoided becoming Aub Ahrensbach and let Zent Trauerqual adopt her?” “I don’t get how this happened, but why is everyone panicking about it?” “The gods always make things worse.” “Is this why Zent Trauerqual wanted to adopt her?” “Ah... I give up thinking about it. Lord Ferdinand can deal with it.” “Lady Rozemyne sure is amazing.”




      Q: Rozemyne seems very ignorant about relationships between men and women, both because she doesn’t have an interest in them and because things are so different from Japan. Did Elvira and her retainers never teach her about such things?


      A: They didn’t, which is precisely why the current situation is what it is. Rozemyne’s relationship with Wilfried when they were engaged was so poor that none of her retainers even wanted to bring it up. They thought it could wait until she grew up and developed mana-sensing.




      Q: At the end of Rozemyne’s first year—that is, when Eglantine came of age—Eglantine had the larger mana capacity. When did Rozemyne surpass her?


      A: By her fourth year, they were roughly equal, but Rozemyne completely surpassed her when Erwaermen and Anwachs forcibly enlarged her mana organ.




      Q: Whose tea does Rozemyne enjoy the most? I would guess Fran’s. Or maybe Rihyarda’s?


      A: It depends on the moment. She prefers Fran’s when she returns to the temple, and Rihyarda’s when she’s at Ehrenfest’s castle. When she’s preparing for a meeting with the royal family or a top-ranking duchy, Brunhilde’s tea is her favorite. When she’s relaxing before bed, it’s Lieseleta’s. If things aren’t going well and she needs something soothing, Gretia’s tea is best.




      Q: How did Rozemyne feel when she found out she was going to be given the Adalgisa villa?


      A: She doesn’t blame the objects themselves for the way they were used, so she didn’t feel much of anything about it. Remember—this is the same person who kept using Margaret’s dishes and furniture in the orphanage director’s chambers, and who wore the former High Bishop’s robes once they had been altered to fit her. The villa’s dark past wouldn’t deter her from living there, since she had nothing to do with it. Ferdinand, who actually lived through it, would be far more opposed.




      Q: When Eglantine looks through Gervasio’s memories, she’s bound to learn about the Adalgisa villa’s history and the circumstances of Ferdinand’s birth. Will Ferdinand instruct Rozemyne to order Eglantine never to tell anyone? Or will Rozemyne give the order out of consideration for him, without having to be prompted to?


      A: They won’t need to issue an order. Rozemyne and Ferdinand both know Eglantine’s character and her desire for peace. She wouldn’t be foolish enough to tell people about Ferdinand’s origins—doing so would cause far too much unrest across Yurgenschmidt.




      Q: Did Rozemyne, Ferdinand, or any of their retainers read Lueuradi’s novel? If so, what did they think of it?


      A: Rozemyne read it, but the others didn’t. Her impression was: “So this is what you get when you make the bible’s stories romantic. Just how delusional can Mother’s fellow writers be?”




      Q: How often does Ferdinand order new clothes?


      A: Less often than other members of the archducal family. He tends to order two or three outfits per season, but he orders more under certain circumstances—such as before the Archduke Conference, when he expects to meet with more outsider nobles than usual, or when he moved to Ahrensbach.




      Q: How did Ferdinand end up with a book collection so large that Yurgenschmidt would go bankrupt trying to buy it? Does that make him one of the richest people in the country?


      A: If he had bought every book himself, it would indeed have cost a fortune. But he inherited many of them from Irmhilde, the former owner of the estate—who would have been Ferdinand’s noble mother if she had survived. He also bought books from Heidemarie’s family at a considerable discount, received some as payment when he was making a fortune selling tools at the Royal Academy, and took several that Hirschur dumped on him to make room in her laboratory. But even if he didn’t purchase them all himself, as an unmarried member of the archducal family, he’s definitely on the wealthier side.




      Q: During Part 2, the former High Bishop made a complete mess of the book room. Were any of the High Priest’s documents destroyed in the process? Was the High Priest angry about it?


      A: Egmont was to blame, not the former High Bishop. He ordered a gray priest to ravage the book room, but all the gray priest really did was scatter some books and documents. Nothing was broken or even dirtied. The High Priest wasn’t angry, but he resented that it happened, since he found Myne’s fury confusing and a nuisance to deal with.




      Q: Does Ferdinand know a) that nonflammable paper is made from trombe wood, b) that taues are trombe seeds, and c) that the orphans call trombes growy-stretchy trees? Fran and Justus must have reported some of that information to him, right?


      A: To put it simply, he doesn’t know too much.


      Fran reported that nonflammable paper is made from taues, and that he heard from Lutz that commoners gather taues in the forest and throw them at each other after the Starbind Ceremony. He also noted that Myne got completely soaked because of them, that she became ill, and that, because she didn’t have any bedding, she had to sleep on a plain wooden board. In other words, he focused more on the lack of bedding—his failure as an attendant—than on the taues themselves. Even later, when he reported on the production and the costs of making the paper, he never mentioned trombes.


      By the time Justus visited the workshop, Rozemyne was in her jureve, so there was nobody around to make the taues “hatch.” The workshop was using the wood it had in stock rather than trying to harvest more.


      Incidentally, the “growy-stretchy” part is Japanese onomatopoeia, so it conveys nothing to the people of Yurgenschmidt.




      Q: Rozemyne seems to love salty food. What did Ferdinand think of the salted fish he tried in Part 4? What about the retainers who received the leftovers?


      A: It wasn’t so salty that other people would find it unpleasant. It might have been considered a little much by Yurgenschmidt standards, or maybe an acquired taste. They all enjoyed it, though.




      Q: In Part 4 Volume 5, when Ferdinand considered poaching Leise from the Italian restaurant, he said something about having to bring his own chefs up to scratch. Did they have lots of demands made of them after that?


      A: More was expected of them, and they started researching his tastes. They also helped prepare the food sent to him in Ahrensbach. 




      Q: How do the workload Ferdinand imposes on Rozemyne and the pace at which he expects her to progress through her education compare with the abusive expectations Veronica placed on him?


      A: At first, he expected exactly what had been expected of him, but when people insisted he was pushing too hard, he lowered his expectations to around 70%. After Rozemyne told him not to expect other children to do what she could, he lowered them again to under 50% for Sylvester’s actual children.




      Q: Around the time of her enrollment at the Royal Academy, Ferdinand rejected the idea of an engagement to Rozemyne. If Wilfried hadn’t minded, and if the engagement wouldn’t have resulted in Ferdinand becoming the next Aub Ehrenfest, would he have agreed to it?


      A: He might have reluctantly agreed if there had been no other way to keep Rozemyne in Ehrenfest.




      Q: When Ferdinand left for Ahrensbach, he gave Rozemyne not just his estate and ingredients but his money as well. Why? Was it compensation for leaving her before she came of age, or because he would rather not risk it going to Detlinde?


      A: He gave her the money both to provide for her as her guardian and to cover Lasfam’s wages, since he would continue to manage the estate for some time.




      Q: If obtaining a schtappe in the Garden of Beginnings is a requirement for becoming a Zent candidate, then when Ferdinand told the royal family about the underground archive, did he assume that at least one member of the royal family would be omni-elemental?


      A: Not just one—he assumed that every direct descendant of the royal family would be omni-elemental. The children in the Adalgisa villa were treated as branch royals, and any who weren’t omni-elemental would be killed before their baptism.




      Q: Did Ferdinand know about trug from the Book of Mestionora?


      A: No, because “trug” is a Lanzenave term. In the Book of Mestionora, it’s recorded as “Schlaftraum’s flower.”




      Q: Was Ferdinand aware that he sent Rozemyne his last testament?


      A: It was an unconscious act. He had no intention to send it.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 8, Ferdinand seemed drained and almost despairing. But the moment he heard about the secret plans for Rozemyne’s future, he became furious. What flipped the “Lord of Evil” switch?


      A: The royal family’s plan to adopt Rozemyne, force her to obtain the Book of Mestionora, and then make her Sigiswald’s third wife violated the agreement under which Ferdinand had agreed to marry into Ahrensbach: that they wouldn’t lay a hand on Ehrenfest or Rozemyne.




      Q: When did Ferdinand realize that Rozemyne’s Devouring meant he had fully dyed her with his mana?


      A: Ferdinand realized it when they were creating the magic-tool Grutrissheit. He learned it from the copied-and-pasted description.




      Q: Right after the Defense of Ehrenfest, Ferdinand believed that the royal family should stay holed up in the Sovereignty. But after returning to Ahrensbach, he said that he wished Lanzenave and the royal family had slaughtered each other. Was that simply the difference between his public stance and his true feelings?


      A: No. The situation had changed. Until the battle between Ahrensbach and Ehrenfest was over, he didn’t want the royal family to interfere, since they always prioritized greater duchies. He also didn’t want to be ordered to capture the Lanzenavians in the Sovereignty. Later, when he had to go to the Royal Academy, it would have been easier if the two sides had already killed each other. He was being honest in both cases.




      Q: Why did Ferdinand initially want Rozemyne to retrieve Gervasio? Was it because Lessy could nullify the instant-death poison?


      A: The Lanzenavians used a teleportation circle in Ahrensbach to invade the Royal Academy, so it fell to Rozemyne, who had taken its foundation and become the new aub, to capture them. In the end, she caught most of them, so he let Eglantine take the credit for capturing the enemy leader.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 9, did Ferdinand stop Rozemyne from giving Hartmut Schlaftraum’s blessing out of possessiveness?


      A: No. It was to protect her reputation. She couldn’t have put Hartmut to sleep in public, since that would have left him vulnerable, and trying to move a sleeping man wouldn’t have been easy. She couldn’t have given him the blessing in his room either—that would have been even more inappropriate than sending letters or gifts to a former guardian. Using a potion was a much safer option. It wouldn’t really have affected Rozemyne if she had put Hartmut to sleep in public; that would have been his shame, not hers. But Cornelius would never have let her go to Hartmut’s room to give the blessing.




      Q: During the battle in the auditorium, Gervasio tried to use instant-death poison on Ferdinand. How did Ferdinand defend himself?


      A: He used the antidote that Justus had retrieved from Detlinde and her retainers in the Adalgisa villa.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 10, why did Ferdinand think Gervasio was favored by the gods? Was he right?


      A: The gods backed Gervasio for becoming the next Zent because, at least on paper, he was a more suitable candidate than Rozemyne or Ferdinand, who were sharing the Book of Mestionora. Ferdinand saw that as favoritism, but the gods just wanted someone to fill up the foundation, and Gervasio seemed to be the most obedient choice.




      Q: During their meeting with the royal family in Part 5 Volume 11, I felt that Rozemyne and Ferdinand controlled the conversation. That made sense for Rozemyne, but Ferdinand was beneath her in status, yet he still took the lead alongside her and addressed her without a title. Was that because he was participating as Rozemyne’s fiancé, or because of his achievements during the battle at the Royal Academy?


      A: Both. He was the fiancé of the divine avatar—by Trauerqual’s royal decree, no less—so he wanted to make that clear. The fact that he had played a major role in thwarting Lanzenave also helped.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 11, Ferdinand cheerfully touched Rozemyne’s hairpin. Why did that shock the royal family?


      A: The courtship magic tool that Sigiswald—who was positioned to become the next Zent—gave Rozemyne turned to gold dust, yet the ornament Ferdinand gave her remained intact. By touching the hairpin, Ferdinand appeared to be flaunting the fact that his mana capacity was close to Rozemyne’s, which is why the royals were so shaken.




      Q: Did Ferdinand deliberately frighten Rozemyne by suggesting that she might stop being herself, thereby causing her divine mana to run wild?


      A: Yes. By showing Dunkelfelger and the royal family the sheer might of Rozemyne’s mana, he was able to silence them and justify the name-swearing.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 11, was Ferdinand trying to lessen Hildebrand’s guilt out of sympathy for him? Was he trying to curry favor with Magdalena? Or was it for Letizia’s future?


      A: All of those were factors, but the main reason was to stop Rozemyne from becoming too sympathetic toward Hildebrand and delaying the meeting with her stubborn protests.




      Q: Was Eglantine the best of all the potential Zent candidates Ferdinand considered for his plan? Trauerqual had been deemed unfit for the role, but was he still a candidate? Did Ferdinand mean it when he said he would accept any member of the royal family or Aub Dunkelfelger becoming Zent, or was there anyone he had already ruled out?


      A: Ferdinand meant it when he said he would accept any member of the royal family or Aub Dunkelfelger. No matter who received the magic-tool Grutrissheit, he intended to make them swear fealty to the gods and give their name to Rozemyne, ensuring that they would act according to his and Rozemyne’s wishes. Besides, the new Zent would remain in power only until someone obtained the Book of Mestionora through their own power.




      Q: Ferdinand recommended that Aub Dunkelfelger become the next Zent. Does that mean Aub Dunkelfelger has a schtappe with protections from all the primary gods?


      A: Ferdinand doesn’t know Aub Dunkelfelger’s elements. Roderick had already proven that becoming name-sworn to Rozemyne makes one faintly omni-elemental, and the magic-tool Grutrissheit would allow even someone who lacked the necessary elements to ascend to power. In other words, Ferdinand knew that almost anyone could become the next Zent.




      Q: If Eglantine hadn’t volunteered to be the next Zent, how would Ferdinand have carried out the transference ceremony? Roderick couldn’t go to the Garden of Beginnings, despite having become omni-elemental through Rozemyne, so I doubt Anastasius or Aub Dunkelfelger would have been able to go either.


      A: Going to the Garden of Beginnings with the new Zent would obviously have been ideal, but if that were out of the question, the plan was to have them wear the magic-tool Grutrissheit after the name-swearing and before the ceremony. Rozemyne would then go back and forth, announce that the Goddess of Wisdom had granted her approval, bless the new Zent, and have them chant “Grutrissheit.” Since Rozemyne and Ferdinand would be directing the ceremony, they could simply leave the Garden of Beginnings out of it if the new Zent was unable to go there. 




      Q: When Rozemyne was first making her highbeast, Ferdinand suggested she make a shumil, and he also proposed magic-tool shumils for Alexandria’s crest. Does he, too, think Rozemyne resembles a shumil?


      A: No. He simply wanted, at all costs, to avoid the fat grun that lacked even a trace of beauty. When he first proposed it for her highbeast, it was only because shumils were commonly kept by women as pets. Later, he proposed it for Alexandria’s crest because the library shumils were already familiar to Rozemyne, would be easier for others to accept, and because Lieseleta was pushing for them.




      Q: Ferdinand sometimes speaks to Rozemyne about things like courtship magic tools as though he expects her to know what they are, despite never having taught her about them. Who did he think would have taught her those things?


      A: As a man, Ferdinand wasn’t in a position to teach Rozemyne about matters between men and women. When they met again, she also looked completely different from the person he had known. Ordinarily, these are things one would be taught after developing mana-sensing, so seeing how much she had matured, he naturally assumed that Rihyarda, Elvira, or Florencia must have taught her something. He saw no reason to think she knew nothing when she was wearing a courtship magic tool from Sigiswald. And since she possessed the Book of Mestionora, which would have covered such matters, he was convinced that she would have read it.




      Q: Was the cloth that Sylvester brought back from Aub Ahrensbach’s funeral something Ferdinand chose himself? When he saw Rozemyne wearing clothes tailored from it, did he realize it was cloth he had sent?


      A: No. Sergius advised him to send a generous amount of Ahrensbach cloth that could be shared with other women, along with a variety of kinds so they could all find something to suit their tastes. Ferdinand simply told him to see to it; he didn’t choose anything himself. He did know that Ahrensbach cloth had been sent, so he probably recognized it and thought, “I see... So that is the style Rozemyne prefers.”




      Q: Does Ferdinand know that he is the inspiration for The Story of Fernestine?


      A: No, he doesn’t. He doesn’t even know that it exists. It was published after he went to Ahrensbach, and Rozemyne didn’t send him a copy in any of her care packages.




      Q: Who is Ferdinand’s biological father?


      A: Adelbert. Only the father can remove a male child from the Adalgisa villa.




      Q: It was said that Ferdinand had the least mana of all the seeds of Adalgisa. Roughly how much mana was that? Was it about average for an archducal family of a greater duchy? How did it compare with the royal family or branch royals from before the civil war, or with the princes of today?


      A: Right after birth, he was about average for branch royals outside the Adalgisa villa. He was on about the same level as Trauerqual, who was direct royalty but had comparatively little mana because his mother came from a middle duchy.




      Q: If Ferdinand’s engagement to Magdalena hadn’t been canceled and he had married into Dunkelfelger, would he have taught them how to reach the Grutrissheit?


      A: Ferdinand and Magdalena were never formally engaged; their fathers merely discussed the idea. That aside, if he had married into Dunkelfelger, he might have indirectly conveyed the existence of the underground archive and the value of certain old records and historical texts, but he wouldn’t have explained it openly.




      Q: Why did Florencia’s father, the Aub Frenbeltag of the time, approve her marriage to Sylvester?


      A: Florencia was the daughter of his third wife, so becoming the first wife in another duchy was an excellent marriage prospect for her. Compared with the marriage between Florencia’s brother—the son of his third wife, who at the time had absolutely no prospect of becoming aub—and Constanze, a marriage between Florencia and Sylvester, who had already been chosen as the next aub, was more beneficial for the duchy. It was also advantageous in terms of the duchy rankings.




      Q: What does Sylvester think about Heidemarie’s poisoning?


      A: Since there was no evidence, Karstedt never said anything to Sylvester about Veronica’s possible involvement. Sylvester sees it as a tragic incident caused by an out-of-control chef.




      Q: When Sylvester offered baby Wilfried to Veronica against Florencia’s wishes, did he not worry that Florencia would resent him?


      A: Not really. In Ehrenfest, Veronica’s word was law, so he simply assumed that was how things had to be.




      Q: If not for Myne, would Sylvester have left Veronica to keep behaving as she saw fit?


      A: Without Myne, there wouldn’t have been any blatant evidence of Veronica’s wrongdoing, so it’s not so much that he would have left her alone as that he would never have obtained enough proof to arrest her. Wilfried’s poor education would eventually have come to light, and Veronica would probably have been condemned for that and then confined on the basis of various lesser offenses.




      Q: Did Sylvester’s opinion of Veronica change after he saw Georgine’s memories?


      A: He was shaken to his core by how differently Veronica treated him from how she treated his sister. It made him realize that all the vitriol others felt toward his mother was justified. He doesn’t doubt that the love she showed him was real, but after discovering how many lives she twisted or destroyed, he would rather never see her again.




      Q: Back in Part 2, who was the attendant who went to the temple with Sylvester? Why did anyone agree to let Sylvester wear commoner clothes?


      A: Sylvester didn’t bring a noble attendant to the temple. Ferdinand chose a gray priest to attend to the undercover aub and told him to wait for blue priest Sylvester in an empty room. It was partly a test to see whether the gray priest was trustworthy enough to be assigned to the High Priest’s chambers and capable of keeping secrets. It was Kurt, incidentally, and he passed.




      Q: If Rozemyne had lost the bride-stealing ditter match in her third year and Dunkelfelger had taken her away, the Leisegangs would have rioted. Would Sylvester have punished Wilfried for accepting the challenge in the first place?


      A: He probably would have had no choice but to punish him.




      Q: During the celebratory feast, why did Sylvester and Karstedt avert their eyes when Ferdinand asked them about Rozemyne’s doctor?


      A: Because they hadn’t assigned her a personal physician in his absence.




      Q: Wilfried used Rozemyne’s feystones when performing religious ceremonies, yet he still received many divine protections. Does that mean he was supplying some of his own mana too?


      A: Of course. Wilfried didn’t rely entirely on feystones for Spring Prayer; he contributed some of his own mana as well. Most of his protections came from offering mana to the foundation each day via the replenishment hall.




      Q: During her short story in Part 5 Volume 9, Charlotte was taught about the foundation and its key as the next aub. By that point, it was confirmed that Wilfried wouldn’t be the next aub. Was that out of respect for his wishes, or because Alexis and Lamprecht had produced enough evidence that he was unfit to remain an archduke candidate, effectively leading to his disinheritance?


      A: Wilfried had openly said that he didn’t want to be Aub Ehrenfest and had abandoned his archducal education, so Sylvester judged that he could no longer be trusted with the position. Wilfried wasn’t disinherited, though.




      Q: During her point-of-view chapter in Part 5 Volume 7, Charlotte wondered why Wilfried didn’t stop his retainers from being rude to Brunhilde. What was he thinking?


      A: He was annoyed by the thought of his father taking a second wife and unconsciously wanted his retainers to show that they felt the same way. He believes he has a good relationship with his attendants and that he treats them well. However, he’s mostly just satisfied to have escaped the duties of the next aub and the engagement he never wanted; he isn’t thinking very deeply about what that means for his retainers’ futures.




      Q: Wilfried seemed pretty negative toward Brunhilde in the lead-up to her engagement ceremony. As of Part 5 Volume 11, does he treat her with the respect she deserves as the aub’s fiancée?


      A: It was during Brunhilde’s graduation ceremony, not her engagement ceremony, that Wilfried was at his least respectful. He expressed frustration that Sylvester was escorting her, and it was only after Florencia severely scolded him that he changed his tune. He still doesn’t truly respect her, but he isn’t openly antagonistic either.




      Q: Wilfried and Charlotte don’t seem to feel any aversion toward the temple, but do they ever go there for tea parties? Or do they avoid visiting because they see it as Rozemyne’s private space?


      A: They don’t avoid it because they see it as her private space. Rather, they know that her life at the temple is very busy, so they try not to interfere with her schedule. If Rozemyne invited them to a tea party there, they would gladly go, but they don’t visit without reason. Instead, they arrange tea parties for when Rozemyne is at the castle.




      Q: Charlotte has inherited the foundation and will become the next Aub Ehrenfest, but is that kept secret from other duchies? Is she still too young to be formally debuted during the next Archduke Conference?


      A: It’s not a secret. Just as Wilfried used to tell people at the Royal Academy that he was the next Aub Ehrenfest, Charlotte could speak of it as well. However, while there are inauguration ceremonies for aubs at the Archduke Conference, there are no special debuts for successors. Other duchies generally become aware of a successor only after that successor comes of age and the current aub starts bringing them to the Archduke Conference and introducing them during meals and tea parties.




      Q: I get the impression that Bonifatius is extremely soft on girls who are closely related to him. What kind of relationship did he have with his sisters, such as Irmhilde?


      A: He wasn’t overly soft on them. When his female relatives are close to him in age, he sees them more as weak complainers than as people to dote on. They would needle him with questions like “Why didn’t you take Veronica as your first wife and become the aub yourself?”




      Q: Will Bonifatius go to Alexandria? I can’t imagine he’d move there, but maybe he would visit out of curiosity.


      A: If invited, he would be delighted to go.




      Q: Because of his poor health, Adelbert seems to have endured many hardships even after becoming aub. Was he reliant on Veronica? She came from the scholar course, knew a lot about potions, and had a good relationship with Ahrensbach.


      A: Yes, he was. It wouldn’t be an exaggeration to say that his life depended on her.




      Q: If Veronica had never been detained and had met Detlinde and Aurelia, would she have doted on them?


      A: She would definitely have invited them to tea parties. However, since both she and Detlinde are would-be princesses who crave every ounce of attention in the room, they probably would have ended up hating each other. Aurelia isn’t a strong communicator, so Veronica would eventually have pushed her away.




      Q: Florencia revealed to Veronica that Rozemyne had stolen Ahrensbach’s foundation with Ferdinand as her fiancé. If Veronica wanted to learn more, would she be able to?


      A: No. She would spend her days anxious and irritated.




      Q: What does Wilfried think about the promise he made in his youth to become the aub and free Veronica?


      A: He’s nostalgic for his grandmother, but now that he knows about her crimes, such as forging documents, he doesn’t think it would be right to release her from the Ivory Tower.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 9, Rozemyne said in front of Leonore that her ideal man was her father. Does Leonore think she meant Karstedt? If she told Cornelius, I think he would find it extremely weird, maybe even to the point of realizing that Karstedt isn’t actually Rozemyne’s father.


      A: Leonore simply thought, “I guess that’s how Lady Rozemyne sees him,” and left it at that. If Cornelius found out and confronted Rozemyne, she would probably cover her tracks by saying that she finds Karstedt cool and citing examples such as the hunt for jureve ingredients. It wouldn’t be the first time Cornelius had heard Rozemyne say something strange—she’d said before that Ferdinand is kind—so he would assume it was just another of her weird opinions that he couldn’t relate to.




      Q: Hartmut mentioned that Rozemyne developed a fear of mana and began to distance herself more from her retainers. How did Leonore feel about that, particularly when she admonished Rozemyne during the celebratory feast and kept her from going off with Ferdinand?


      A: Rozemyne hadn’t told her retainers that she was no longer moving to the Sovereignty and would instead become Aub Ahrensbach, so Leonore had to intervene for the sake of appearances. However, she does regret not being able to arrange for a new doctor before the feast. Even though Hartmut and Lieseleta could prepare potions and care for Rozemyne to some extent, they weren’t qualified physicians and couldn’t be entrusted with too much. Damuel regretted the situation more than the other retainers, though, because he had to be the one to tell Rozemyne how her behavior during the celebration must have looked to others and how it had caused trouble for her retainers.




      Q: It seemed to me that Rozemyne developed mana-sensing in Part 5 Volume 11, so why didn’t Leonore explain that to her? She congratulated Judithe for developing mana-sensing, so why didn’t she congratulate Rozemyne?


      A: Many nobles feel deeply embarrassed about being told about mana-sensing or congratulated for developing it, and Leonore knows that from experience. You might be forgetting how flustered Judithe was when she developed hers. Leonore didn’t want to bring it up when Rozemyne was already weakened and being overwhelmed by divine mana.




      Q: Is Ottilie Leberecht’s first wife? The age gap seems large enough that she must have been a first- or second-year student when Leberecht graduated, meaning she wouldn’t have developed mana-sensing. Did he escort her?


      A: Ottilie is his first wife, but Leberecht escorted someone else for his graduation ceremony. In the end, his house didn’t permit him to marry that woman, so he married Ottilie instead.




      Q: In the sixth fanbook, we learned that Leberecht holds a grudge against the Leisegangs. Is that because he’s the son of a second wife and there was conflict over who would become the giebe? Or is it for some other reason?


      A: It wasn’t because of a succession dispute but because of trouble concerning his marriage partner.




      Q: Ottilie and Leberecht’s three sons seem to be close in age to Elvira’s sons. Was that just a coincidence?


      A: The mothers did say it would be nice if they were raising children at the same time so they could socialize more and consult one another, but whether the children would actually be born around the same time was still a matter of chance. In that sense, yes, it was a coincidence.




      Q: Hartmut is very sensitive to changes in Rozemyne’s mana. Was he in pain when Rozemyne performed Spring Prayer and came close to running out of mana entirely?


      A: He can sense when she’s close to running out of mana, but that doesn’t cause him pain. If Rozemyne were to die from mana exhaustion, then he and her other name-sworn would die suddenly and without warning. He was probably anxious because she was close to running out, but by that point she had already been using mana continuously for days to exhaust it, so it was rather late for that.




      Q: When Hartmut repeated his protections ceremony, he gained the protections of the God of Longevity and the God of Dreams. What did he do to obtain them?


      A: He prayed for Rozemyne’s health and longevity, and for her to appear in his dreams. He also competed with his fellow retainers in offering mana to Ewigeliebe’s sword.




      Q: Is Hartmut’s ability to sense Rozemyne’s condition through her mana thanks to Ordoschnelli’s protection? Or is he just being a weirdo?


      A: He’s just being a weirdo. The conclusions he draws about Rozemyne’s condition come more from inference and imagination than from anything he actually senses.




      Q: The Sovereign temple seemed uncooperative toward the royal family. How did Hartmut manage to light a fire under the priests and prepare the transference ceremony in just four days?


      A: The Sovereign temple was actually extremely cooperative when it came to preparing for the transference ceremony. After all, the request for help came from Hartmut, who had stormed into the temple under Ferdinand and Anastasius’s lead, then repeatedly stabbed and healed High Bishop Immanuel to ensure his cooperation. On top of that, the purpose of the ceremony was for the divine avatar to bring the Grutrissheit back to Yurgenschmidt and bestow it upon the new Zent. The priests might have been uncooperative toward Trauerqual, the false king, but they were all too eager for the return of the Grutrissheit.




      Q: We know Hartmut and Clarissa wear feystones bearing the Rozemyne Workshop’s crest. What do they do with the proposal feystones they exchanged with each other?


      A: They wear those as well, just in a different place. Rozemyne is their priority.




      Q: Can Hartmut read lips? He seemed to know all about the Traugott situation even though sound-blockers were used.


      A: No. As mentioned in the text, Hartmut learned a lot from Traugott himself.




      Q: Just as Cornelius belongs to House Linkberg and Damuel to House Bernette, what houses do Hartmut, Leonore, and Angelica belong to?


      A: Hartmut and Leonore belong to House Leisegang. It’s an old house that predates Ehrenfest and rose to prominence by cultivating new land. As a result, Leisegang is both the name of the province and the name of the giebe’s house. Groschel works the same way. When a new house is founded on land ceded from the Central District, the province and the giebe’s house share the same name. Angelica and Lieseleta belong to House Schleich.




      Q: In Part 4 Volume 4, Angelica was quick to compliment Schwartz and Weiss’s magic circles. I found that surprising, since she performed so poorly in her written lessons. Does she know a lot about magic circles because they’re so closely connected to becoming stronger?


      A: Angelica isn’t good with all magic circles. She had embroidered several onto her clothes to strengthen her magical and physical defenses and often thought, “If only I could combine these into one.” She couldn’t figure out how to do that herself, but when she saw the improved magic circles on Schwartz and Weiss that achieved exactly that, her reaction was basically “This is exactly what I wanted. Incredible!” The only magic circles she understands are the ones she has embroidered before.




      Q: During her short story in Part 4 Volume 1, Lieseleta had a work uniform among her clothing choices. Was that something she brought with her because she needed it for classes and such, or was it quickly ordered and made after she became Rozemyne’s retainer?


      A: It was the uniform of an archducal attendant, so Rihyarda had it brought from the castle once Lieseleta was chosen as a retainer. Brunhilde has one as well. It was already known that Rozemyne would choose them as retainers at the Royal Academy, so it wasn’t exactly a last-minute arrangement.




      Q: What was Lieseleta feeling when the decision was made to put two shumils on Alexandria’s crest?


      A: “This is a far more fitting animal for Lady Rozemyne than a grun!”




      Q: I assume only archducal family members can use their duchy’s crest, but what about the aub’s retainers? Is it embroidered onto their uniforms as well? Since there are shumils on Alexandria’s crest, I was hoping Lieseleta might have chances to wear it.


      A: It isn’t embroidered onto their uniforms, but the duchy-specific scarves used at the Royal Academy and the Archduke Conference do bear the duchy’s crest, so she would have opportunities to wear it.




      Q: I don’t think Laurenz knows what his father and elder brother did to Gretia, but did the two of them ever meet face-to-face in Wiltord?


      A: No. Officially, Gretia was employed as Bettina’s apprentice attendant and sent to the side building for training, so she and Laurenz never met face-to-face.




      Q: In present-day Ahrensbach, are there any nobles with close enough blood ties to Matthias and Laurenz that they could reasonably be called relatives?


      A: If you mean direct blood relations, their closest relatives would probably be second cousins. In Laurenz’s case, one of them appears in the main story. As for in-laws, his sister-in-law Bettina’s family could also be considered relatives.




      Q: Was Gretia baptized under a falsified age, like Myne was?


      A: No. There was no need to falsify her age.




      Q: Refusing to get married must be bad for a noblewoman’s reputation, but when Gretia offered her name, she said she wouldn’t mind staying single for life. Even with the prestige of serving Rozemyne, the divine avatar, wouldn’t she feel a lot of pressure from society to find a partner?


      A: She would feel pressured, yes, but she has so little hope or faith in marriage and such a strong aversion to men that she doesn’t really mind. She would rather face social stigma than take a husband.




      Q: In the epilogue of Part 5 Volume 9, we learn about Gretia’s background. Does she have archnoble-level mana? I thought Giebe Wiltord was a mednoble with mana closer to that of an archnoble, so when her mana-sensing developed and he bought her, I wondered whether that meant they could sense each other.


      A: No. It was more convenient that he couldn’t sense her and that they couldn’t have children.




      Q: After the Ivory Tower incident, Roderick’s father rebuked him for failing, but what would success even have looked like? Taking Wilfried to the Ivory Tower could never have ended well for the former Veronica faction.


      A: From Roderick’s father’s point of view, it would have been a success if Roderick hadn’t been singled out. Also, the people behind that scheme weren’t true members of the former Veronica faction, but rather Georgine’s followers posing as them. Their aims were to tarnish Wilfried’s reputation, since Veronica had raised him, to see how the archduke would respond, to confirm how the knights would react to an emergency, and to put Sylvester in a difficult position regarding his son. On all fronts, they succeeded.




      Q: Was Roderick with Rozemyne when she was trying to exhaust her mana? If he was elsewhere, what was he doing?


      A: He was with her, since she obviously couldn’t just leave him behind. There wasn’t much for him to do, though, so he stayed inside Lessy.




      Q: Back in Part 2, when Damuel sensed the Devouring soldiers, was that mana-sensing?


      A: Yes.




      Q: Rozemyne’s guard knights stay in the temple during the Dedication Ritual. Am I right to assume that, when Damuel was serving Myne, he commuted every day from the knight dormitory to the temple, no matter how bad the blizzard was?


      A: At that time, he had been demoted to an apprentice and wasn’t allowed to participate in new recruit training or hunt the Lord of Winter, so he was commuting from home. He lived fairly close to the Noble’s Gate, so it wasn’t a long trip.




      Q: After Rozemyne developed a fear of feystones and grew more distant from her retainers, was Damuel scolded by his fellow retainers for criticizing her, even though he did it for her sake?


      A: Naturally. They had intended to let Rozemyne rest until the next morning and recover at least a little, then broach the matter more considerately. Instead, he acted on his own.




      Q: In Part 2, Myne channeled mana into Damuel’s highbeast. Was it unpleasant for him?


      A: She didn’t channel it into Damuel himself, so he didn’t feel anything.




      Q: What happened to Damuel’s ruelle? Did he use it? Sell it? Throw it away?


      A: He sold it with the intention of using the money to help Konrad. But after Philine turned him down—or after he thought she did, at least—he ended up keeping the money.




      Q: Justus helped peel potatoffels in Ahrensbach, but can he actually cook?


      A: Peeling potatoffels isn’t much different from using a messer-made knife to prepare ingredients for brewing. The closest he’s come to cooking is preparing field rations.




      Q: Does Justus know about Ferdinand’s origins? How did he feel when Ferdinand’s aunt invited him to a tea party, and when he saw Gervasio?


      A: From the fact that the previous archduke had no choice but to accept Ferdinand after receiving an order from the Zent, Justus inferred that Ferdinand’s mother must have been connected to royalty. He doesn’t know the details, though, such as that Ferdinand came from the Adalgisa villa or what sort of upbringing he had.




      Q: Back when Detlinde was calling herself the next Zent, were the unmarried Eckhart and Justus suddenly in great demand because of their connection to her and her fiancé? Or were they not seen as that important, since Detlinde and Ferdinand weren’t actually married yet?


      A: Some people expressed interest, but they were mostly just testing the waters. They didn’t doubt that the royal decree would hold, but Detlinde was hardly on good terms with Ferdinand. Many feared they would make an enemy of her by trying to get close to him.




      Q: What did Eckhart think about Ferdinand offering his name to Rozemyne?


      A: “Lord Ferdinand may do as he wishes.”




      Q: What did Eckhart think about Rozemyne becoming Ferdinand’s fiancée?


      A: “Anyone would seem better than that dull-witted, foul-mouthed fool Detlinde, but Rozemyne is a fine choice. She even saved his life. May she devote herself to his happiness.”




      Q: Karstedt’s crest (as seen on his tea set) is a wolf, as are Eckhart’s and Cornelius’s highbeasts. Why, then, does Karstedt ride a griffon?


      A: Because House Linkberg was formed when Karstedt was being reduced to an archnoble—that is, after he’d already made his highbeast. Karstedt was still an archduke candidate when he created it, but Veronica was such a nuisance that he wanted to avoid using Ehrenfest’s lion while still giving his highbeast a faintly leonine feel, which is how he ended up with a griffon.




      Q: Karstedt showed a great deal of warmth when he stood up for Myne when Sylvester was teasing her and when he supported Ferdinand’s position as knight commander. Why isn’t he more like his father, Bonifatius, a traditional noble through and through?


      A: Karstedt received a great deal of abuse and criticism from Veronica despite growing up as an archduke candidate. That experience helped shape him into the man he is today.




      Q: Karstedt seemed to grow more considerate of his family after Rozemyne became his daughter, but before that—when Heidemarie succumbed to poison, and Eckhart nearly died with her—what did he think? Did he care about Eckhart’s unborn child and about Heidemarie as much as he later rejoiced over the birth of Lamprecht’s child?


      A: Of course he cared. But managing his relationship with Veronica was his highest priority at the time. Karstedt was a former archduke candidate, and by then he was the knight commander and Sylvester’s head guard knight. If he acted too carelessly, it could destabilize the entire duchy. When he learned about the poisoning, he was thrown into a panic, and it took everything in his power to stop Eckhart from seeking revenge.




      Q: Karstedt said around the time of the Haldenzel miracle that his duties as the archduke’s head guard knight and as knight commander took priority over his family. After the whole incident with Lanzenave, where does Elvira rank in his priorities?


      A: He goes home more often now, and he says and does more to show concern for his family, but his priorities haven’t changed. Unless he steps down as knight commander, he’ll never place Elvira above his duties.




      Q: Why was Kazmiar able to become a priest despite having children? What makes his case different from Hartmut’s, whose engagement was delayed while he served as High Priest?


      A: If they had strictly followed precedent, all of Melchior’s aides in the temple would have been underage, which would have caused problems during the handover. Hartmut’s case was different because he was taking over from Ferdinand, who had spent years in the temple, knew its rules well, and was capable of making nobles follow them. Ferdinand would almost certainly have pushed back against Kazmiar, but Hartmut’s highest priority is accompanying Rozemyne. Enforcing the temple’s rules matters far less to him. Lothar and the other gray priests did object, but they were simply ignored. Rozemyne seriously doubted that random blue priests were socially suitable to serve as Melchior’s advisors.




      Q: Kieland’s house betrayed the Leisegangs to join the Veronica faction. How did that benefit the Veronica faction?


      A: Until then, most of Veronica’s support had come from mednobles and laynobles, so gaining an archnoble house was a major advantage. It also meant breaking apart a cornerstone of the Leisegang faction she so despised.




      Q: Of the members of Wilfried’s retinue named in the manga, Kieland and Erkardt were of the former Veronica faction. What happened to them during the purge? Were they still able to remain as retainers, or were they forced to resign like Oswald?


      A: Erkardt resigned.




      Q: How well does Cassandra get along with her fellow retainers?


      A: They’re all still wary of each other. Charlotte, their lady, doesn’t really trust Cassandra and keeps a close eye on her because of her relationship with Barthold. Cassandra keeps inadvertently making the situation worse by consulting her brother about why things aren’t getting better for her. She hasn’t integrated as well as Laurenz and Matthias did.




      Q: Were Barthold and Cassandra’s parents giebes? What’s their relationship to Giebe Bessel? It seemed that they got along well with Muriella’s foster mother.


      A: Barthold’s father is Giebe Bessel’s younger brother, not the giebe himself.




      Q: If Traugott had been Wilfried’s retainer instead, would he have stayed in his service without being forced to resign?


      A: If he had chosen to serve Wilfried instead, he probably wouldn’t have been forced to resign.




      Q: What is Jonsara’s official status? Is she Kashick’s second wife, or is she his mistress who married into the family after Philine’s mother passed away? What’s her full name?


      A: Jonsara is his second wife. If Kashick had divorced Philine’s mother after her death, he would have lost his status as the representative head of the household, so he stayed married to her and took another wife instead. Because Kashick had married into the house, he wasn’t in a position to take a second wife until Teresia died. His full name is Kashick Sohn Greist Artner Melvius. Jonsara’s is Jonsara Thota Assis Greist. Even as Kashick’s wife, she has no connection to Melvius, Philine’s house.




      Q: Is it only blue shrine maidens from low-ranking houses, like Gretia’s mother, who are treated like gray shrine maidens?


      A: I’m not entirely sure what you mean. Blue shrine maidens don’t perform servant labor, nor are they made to offer flowers. They’re clearly different from gray shrine maidens. Gretia’s mother, as a blue shrine maiden, fell in love with a blue priest, became pregnant, and asked to marry him. Enraged by what they saw as recklessness, her brothers and parents removed her from the temple and brought her back to her home estate. Her treatment there was far worse than it had been in the temple, but by then she was no longer a blue shrine maiden but a servant.




      Q: Was Giebe Wiltord behind the attempts to purchase Hasse’s orphans in Part 3?


      A: He was one of the people behind it. That’s as much as I’ll say.




      Q: The priests taken by the Sovereignty are apparently being returned to their duchies. Does that include Gretia’s father? Does he know he has a daughter?


      A: Yes, it includes him. He knows that his lover was taken back by her house after becoming pregnant, but he doesn’t know whether the child was ever born, what sex the child was, or that the child was raised as a noble. Since Gretia is moving to Alexandria as a name-sworn attendant, they are unlikely to ever meet face-to-face.




      Q: Rosina said she was happiest when she served Christine. Has that remained true even now that she’s Rozemyne’s personal musician?


      A: Yes. In those days, Rosina could devote herself entirely to the arts with her lady, free from responsibilities and worldly constraints. That doesn’t mean she’s dissatisfied with her life as Rozemyne’s personal musician, but unlike with Christine, she can’t spend all day with Rozemyne making music, admiring art, and immersing herself in poetry.




      Q: How will Rozemyne’s relationship with Freida adapt to her new circumstances?


      A: It won’t. Freida moved into Henrik’s estate upon coming of age, so she no longer attends the merchants’ meetings at the temple. They never see each other as it is, so once Rozemyne leaves Ehrenfest, that will probably be it for their friendship.




      Q: During the Defense of Ehrenfest, why did Heidi and Josef not take shelter in Rozemyne’s library?


      A: They were invited, but Heidi refused to leave her research until the very last moment. Her hands and clothes were stained with ink, so she couldn’t take refuge in a noble estate.




      Q: Otto once said that when traveling merchants drink together, they don’t pray to Vantole, because “the gods [don’t] approve of our existence here.” What did he mean by that?


      A: By “here,” he meant Yurgenschmidt. Most traveling merchants descend from those who failed to return to Bosgeiz after Kirnberger’s country gate was closed. They couldn’t settle down, found it hard to register their mana, and were excluded from the blessings of Yurgenschmidt’s gods, so they don’t see a reason to pray to them.




      Q: Trauerqual was shocked to learn that the palace’s replenishment hall wasn’t connected to Yurgenschmidt’s foundation. So he didn’t dye the foundation at all?


      A: Correct. Because of the civil war, there wasn’t a proper handover. Trauerqual wasn’t taught how to reach the foundation or given the key, so he could only offer mana from the replenishment hall, unable to dye the foundation whatsoever.




      Q: I always saw Zent Trauerqual as “the aub of the Sovereignty,” so why didn’t he offer mana from the Royal Academy’s replenishment hall? When his father was Zent, was he not chosen as one of the seven who could register with the replenishment hall, meaning he never learned of its existence?


      A: Trauerqual never inherited the key to the foundation, so he hasn’t dyed the foundation whatsoever. Imagine being chosen to succeed an aub, but they die without even starting the handover process, and all you can do is offer mana through the replenishment hall to keep things afloat. That’s the situation that Trauerqual was in.


      On top of that, the Royal Academy’s replenishment hall had gone unused for years. Since the days of Zent Schubankheit, who was too unwell to travel to the Royal Academy, the everyday supply of mana to the country’s foundation was performed from the palace, and the Zent would visit the foundation properly only during the Archduke Conference. By the time of Zent Neigunheit, the key to the foundation had been lost, and the royal family soon forgot how to even reach the foundation.




      Q: Trauerqual was said to have been dosed with trug for a very long time. When did that begin?


      A: Around Part 4 Volume 8.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 10, if Trauerqual had moved to protect the country’s foundation, would Ferdinand have treated him differently?


      A: Naturally.




      Q: Did Ralfrieda know that Sigiswald had been neglecting his wife Adolphine?


      A: Ralfrieda knew that they had entered into their Starbind Ceremony with the agreement that their nightly duties would be postponed for one year because of Nahelache. However, she didn’t know that they hadn’t interacted privately since getting married. Although they seemed perfectly normal when they attended social gatherings together, behind the scenes, they spent their time in separate villas.




      Q: Trauerqual and Clementia’s daughter was killed after the civil war. Do they not want another child?


      A: Sometimes, even if one wishes for a child, it simply isn’t possible.




      Q: What duchy does Clementia, Trauerqual’s second wife, come from? Is it Kirschnereit?


      A: No. She comes from Hauchletzte.




      Q: How did Trauerqual’s and Sigiswald’s second wives, who weren’t allowed to attend the discussion in Part 5 Volume 11, react when they heard the outcome?


      A: Clementia was glad they weren’t being sent to the Ivory Tower. Nahelache was surprised that Sigiswald and Adolphine’s divorce was pushed through so quickly.




      Q: Did Sigiswald think his married life with Adolphine was going smoothly?


      A: Yes. They had agreed not to perform their nightly duties for their first year together, and it was obvious that royal duties would arise. To him, it was only natural to prioritize the wife who had borne him a son.




      Q: What did Sigiswald think when Ferdinand described marriage to him as nightmarish and terrible?


      A: He couldn’t see how anyone could complain about being married to the next king, so he assumed Ferdinand was simply exaggerating to give himself more leverage.




      Q: Sigiswald brewed a courtship magic tool for Rozemyne, but did he have even the slightest romantic feelings for her?


      A: She hadn’t yet developed mana-sensing, so he felt nothing for her as a potential marriage partner. However, after she returned from the Garden of Beginnings with the gods’ blessings, he developed a possessive desire to have her, stemming from his fixation on becoming the next Zent.




      Q: You said in Part 5 Volume 11 that, when faced with the accusation that the royals had failed to protect Yurgenschmidt’s foundation, Sigiswald disagreed, since “he believed the most important parts of the country to be the palace and the royal villas.” Does that mean he doesn’t understand that Yurgenschmidt’s foundation is located in the Royal Academy?


      A: The problem isn’t that he doesn’t know where the foundation is, but rather that he thinks the royal family is more important than anything else in Yurgenschmidt. That’s why he believes the palace and the royal villas had to be protected above all else, and why he resents Ferdinand and Rozemyne’s claim that he didn’t contribute to the battle in the Sovereignty.




      Q: In the seventh fanbook, it was said that Sigiswald wasn’t being malicious in his decision to give Rozemyne the Adalgisa villa. I assume he was ignorant of its origins, but that had clearly changed by Part 5 Volume 11, when Ferdinand suggested that Eglantine could live there. When did he learn the truth?


      A: Sometime between the end of the fighting in the Sovereignty and the start of the subsequent meeting, when permission was requested to use the Adalgisa villa to hold prisoners and as a place for Ahrensbach’s knights to rest. When he learned how the Lanzenavians had come from Ahrensbach and about Gervasio’s status, Trauerqual paled and explained everything to Sigiswald and Anastasius.




      Q: When Trauerqual instructed Eglantine to obtain the Grutrissheit, what was Sigiswald thinking? Surely he didn’t think she would just give it to him.


      A: He had agreed to let Eglantine marry Anastasius in exchange for the throne, so that was exactly what he thought. It certainly seemed easier than relying on Rozemyne, an outsider from another duchy. He knew how much Eglantine yearned for peace, so he was convinced she would accept being a shadow Zent who propped him up behind the scenes.




      Q: Was Nahelache’s marriage to Sigiswald founded more on politics or romance?


      A: It was about half and half. As a noble marriage, it could never have been based on romance alone. There’s always a political element, but unlike Adolphine, Nahelache did genuinely care for Sigiswald. She was jealous that an exceptionally capable Drewanchel archduke candidate was becoming his first wife.




      Q: When Nahelache learned that Sigiswald would no longer become the next king, did she, like Adolphine, want a divorce?


      A: No, she didn’t. Adolphine despised Sigiswald and had been looking for a chance to divorce him before they even moved in together, but Nahelache has a son with him. Rather than divorce Sigiswald and return to her family, she would prefer to remain married and raise their child as the son of a former prince.




      Q: By the time of the transference ceremony, did Nahelache know about Sigiswald and Adolphine’s divorce, that he had to pay her compensation, and that he was becoming the aub of a middle duchy? Seeing as Adolphine divorced him so quickly, did Nahelache attend as his first wife?


      A: She knew by the time of the transference ceremony, but she attended merely as one of the royals. Keeping the divorce secret was the top priority, so she couldn’t accompany Sigiswald as his first wife. For the same reason, Adolphine wasn’t allowed to sit with Drewanchel, so she didn’t attend at all.




      Q: Anastasius basically had to betray his brother to support Eglantine’s becoming the next Zent. Did he feel any long-pent-up frustration or resentment toward Sigiswald at that moment?


      A: Of course. Eglantine was only becoming the Zent because Sigiswald refused to accept the stated terms. Anastasius resented the fact that his brother had gone to such great lengths to take the throne only to abandon it entirely. More than harboring resentment from the past, he felt that Sigiswald should have stuck to his guns instead of burdening Eglantine with more unnecessary stress.




      Q: How did Anastasius persuade the former Aub Klassenberg?


      A: If this is about Eglantine becoming Zent, there wasn’t a need to. The former aub had already supported her return to the royal family, and this was a decision for the divine avatar and the royal family to make. Eglantine was already royalty, not a member of Klassenberg’s archducal family, so he was simply informed of the decision after the fact.




      Q: When peering into Gervasio’s memories, did Eglantine learn about Ferdinand’s and Rozemyne’s origins?


      A: She learned that Ferdinand came from the Adalgisa villa, and that if he had grown up normally he would have been a branch royal; that Raublut had said he was “guided by the Goddess of Time to be raised in Ehrenfest”; that he possesses mana on the level of royalty; and that he shares a Book of Mestionora with Rozemyne. Gervasio’s memories contained no information about Rozemyne being born to commoners, so Eglantine is still none the wiser about that. She assumes there are special circumstances, but she doesn’t expect to be told about them. At most, because Ferdinand, Gervasio, and Rozemyne all have former names, she might think Rozemyne was born to a woman who escaped the Adalgisa villa after the civil war.




      Q: Before her marriage to Anastasius was decided, what impression did Eglantine have of Sigiswald?


      A: She saw him as someone obsessed with the throne—a man with such intense delusions of grandeur that he refused to see anyone as his equal. She knew she had to marry him to prevent another war but felt reluctant nonetheless, which is why she put off choosing her partner for as long as possible.




      Q: Was Eglantine being honest when she told Rozemyne that the blue feystone had instructed her to pray more? If she was, I feel like the gods waited a very long time to stop her, considering that she was pregnant and she had used the last of her rejuvenation potions by that point.


      A: Yes, she was being honest. She was told she needed to pray more when she visited the God of Fire’s shrine. It was only when she entered the Goddess of Water’s shrine that she was instructed to stop because she was pregnant, since Flutrane has subordinates who specialize in birth and pregnancies.




      Q: Did Eglantine learn she was pregnant during the chapter “The Locations of the Shrines” in Part 5 Volume 5?


      A: No. She found out between “Consultation” and “Circling the Shrines.” In other words, it was after Magdalena shared the shrines’ locations.




      Q: In the Garden of Beginnings, Eglantine knew that Ferdinand had also given his name. When did she find that out?


      A: She suspected it during their meeting, since he had a Book of Mestionora. Then Ferdinand himself said that everyone capable of reaching Yurgenschmidt’s foundation was name-sworn to Rozemyne, which pretty much confirmed it.




      Q: Eglantine seems to have spent her life with only two men to choose from. Did she wish she had more options besides Sigiswald and Anastasius?


      A: She was in a position where whichever man she chose would become the next king, as though she herself were a crown, and where another war was likely to break out around her. Is it really so strange that, in her heart, she wished she had other options?




      Q: If Hildebrand gained as many protections and compressed his mana as much as comparable archduke candidates who obtained their schtappes in their first year—such as Wilfried, Hannelore, or Ortwin—would his schtappe still be able to control his mana?


      A: Yes. He had been working hard to enter the underground archive, so by the time he obtained his schtappe, he had already been practicing mana compression for about a year and one season. That gave him more leeway than students who obtained their schtappes shortly after first learning mana compression.




      Q: Is the engagement between Hildebrand, who’s now a criminal, and Letizia, who’s under Rozemyne’s protection, still in effect?


      A: Yes. Since their crimes are to be concealed, neither is publicly considered a criminal.




      Q: Is Hildebrand aware that he committed crimes? Or is he, like Sigiswald, the sort of person who feels no remorse and thinks everyone should obey his wishes?


      A: He’s not the same as Sigiswald, but he’s still a child. He doesn’t truly grasp how much danger Yurgenschmidt was placed in because he wanted a schtappe.




      Q: What happened to Arthur?


      A: He was relieved of his position as an attendant and will be required to provide mana without compensation for some time.




      Q: Was Loyalitat, the vice commander of the Sovereign Knight’s Order, safe during the battle for the Sovereignty? Was trug used on him as well?


      A: He was a great nuisance to Raublut, so he was dealt with before the fighting even began. 




      Q: What did the Sovereign nobles sent back to Ehrenfest think of the current state of the duchy? What did they cover in their reports?


      A: They were surprised by how different things were from how they remembered them. Their reports focused on confirming whether the duchy’s various changes truly had been brought about by Rozemyne, whether any new trends or inventions were being hidden from them, and whether it would be beneficial for Rozemyne to join the royal family.




      Q: When Professor Solange saw Ferdinand at the Royal Academy, I assume she noticed that he resembled Gervasio. What did she make of Ferdinand being an Ehrenfest archduke candidate rather than a branch royal?


      A: Nothing in particular. Similar features turn up here and there among the royal family—including princesses from the Adalgisa villa—as well as among the archducal families of greater duchies and their branch families. If there were other people at the Royal Academy who looked similar, Solange wouldn’t think, “He looks exactly like a student from decades ago.” Ferdinand’s features were unusual for Ehrenfest, but Ehrenfest itself originally descended from branch royalty, and since his mother wasn’t known, that sort of thing could happen with an archduke candidate.




      Q: Given his past, why was Raublut ever recommended for the position of Sovereign knight commander?


      A: Because they lacked other options, and because it served as compensation of sorts. They wanted Raublut to know that although the previous Zent hadn’t been kind to him, Trauerqual would treat him well. They knew that his engagement to a branch royal had been broken off, but they didn’t know that she had then been sent to the Adalgisa villa and executed.




      Q: Raublut claimed he had no intention of betraying anyone, attributing it to a matter of priorities. Assuming he hasn’t been reunited with Gervasio via Georgine, would he have carried out his duties to the end without his obsessions getting in the way?


      A: Even if he had harbored resentment, he would have continued performing his duties faithfully.




      Q: When did Raublut begin plotting to make Gervasio Zent?


      A: When Georgine reached out to him. Without Ahrensbach’s gate to Lanzenave, Raublut wouldn’t even have been able to make contact with Gervasio.




      Q: How did Immanuel intend to treat Rozemyne after making her the Sovereign High Bishop? Since she would outrank him, I assume he wouldn’t have authority over her. Was the plan for Gervasio, once he became Zent, to confine her to the temple and separate her from her retainers?


      A: She would have been treated the same way as a High Bishop who had risen from among the blue priests. Nobles don’t visit the Sovereign temple, just as they never used to visit Ehrenfest’s, so her noble retainers wouldn’t have been permitted to accompany her. Instead, Rozemyne would have chosen new attendants from among the Sovereign gray priests and shrine maidens.




      Q: It was said that Gervasio killed half of Eglantine’s guard knights. Will he be punished for that? Or does the fact that his medal was destroyed mean he won’t face any further consequences?


      A: Ordinarily, the punishment would be the loss of the gods’ protections and the confiscation of one’s schtappe. However, Gervasio never performed the protections ceremony, and he had already lost his schtappe, so you could say that he went unpunished.




      Q: In Part 5 Volume 10, after destroying Gervasio’s medal, Ferdinand confiscated the medals of all those who had gone to Lanzenave as kings. Does that mean Gervasio wasn’t yet actually the king of Lanzenave? Was he just some kind of prince?


      A: No. Everyone from the Adalgisa villa who was sent to Lanzenave was sent there as a king.




      Q: Why was Gervasio able to reach Erwaermen without being rejected by the golden shumil? How was he different from Ferdinand, who was qualified but was turned back for not activating the magic circle. How was he different from Garansorg, who was blown away for his dangerous intentions?


      A: Because Rozemyne had activated the magic circle, and Erwaermen hadn’t closed it, since he was waiting for her to return after completing her Book of Mestionora. Gervasio also didn’t have dangerous intentions. He wasn’t seeking war for its own sake; he simply wanted the people of Lanzenave to be allowed to live in Yurgenschmidt as well. To that end, he wanted to become Zent. So there was nothing that would have caused the golden shumil to reject him.




      Q: Gervasio seemed able to read ancient script without issue when he obtained his Book of Mestionora. How did he learn it?


      A: He studied it in both the Adalgisa villa and Lanzenave. Tollkuehnheit left many copied-out pages from his own Book of Mestionora, so being able to read the ancient language is essential for kings of Lanzenave.




      Q: Gervasio seems exceptionally strong, but how does he compare with the Zents of old?


      A: If you mean in terms of mana capacity, he’s above average. In terms of martial ability, he’s average.




      Q: At the start of the Zent race, Gervasio was wounded by Ferdinand’s water gun. Even after drinking a rejuvenation potion, his wound took an oddly long time to close. Was there a reason for that?


      A: Yes. The wound wasn’t shallow—it pierced straight through him—and the rejuvenation potion he took was the weakest kind one learns to make at the Royal Academy. If it had been one of Ferdinand’s ultra-nasty potions instead of the basic kind made by Alstede’s group, he would have recovered much faster.




      Q: Who were Seradina’s, Gervasio’s, and Valamarlene’s biological fathers?


      A: Seradina’s was a branch royal, Gervasio’s was the previous Zent, and Valamarlene’s was Aub Werkestock.




      Q: Does Valamarlene resemble her siblings in appearance, hair, or eyes?


      A: No, she doesn’t.




      Q: The manga revealed that the previous Zent’s third wife—Trauerqual’s mother—came from Hauchletzte. Where did his other wives come from?


      A: His first wife was a branch royal, and his second wife was from Werkestock.




      Q: What did Aub Dunkelfelger think about Eglantine giving her name to Rozemyne? Did he dislike the idea of a forced name-swearing but accept it as necessary?


      A: He thought it was unfortunate but unavoidable. The meeting made it clear that the royal family’s relationship with Ferdinand and Rozemyne was strained, and he sees name-swearing as more flexible than a magic contract.




      Q: Hannelore mentioned her uncles during the transference ceremony. Is Werdekraf the second son? Did he become aub because of his mana capacity, or did he simply win support by crushing everyone at ditter?


      A: Yes, he’s the second son. He became aub because he was the best at ditter and had the greatest support from the knights. The eldest son wasn’t nearly as interested in ditter.




      Q: Are Werdekraf and Magdalena full or paternal siblings?


      A: They’re full siblings.




      Q: When Hannelore took part in true ditter, how many knights, attendants, and scholars did she bring with her?


      A: The only retainers she brought were her adult guard knights. There were four of them.




      Q: Just as Fairseele helped Rozemyne get ready in Ahrensbach’s castle, did attendants in Ehrenfest’s castle help Hannelore get ready for the celebratory feast?


      A: Yes.




      Q: Are Eineliebe and Hannelore as close as sisters?


      A: Not quite, but they are on good terms.




      Q: Werdekraf (Aub Dunkelfelger) and Sieglinde strike me as a couple that bickers a lot but is still deeply in love. What are Lestilaut and Eineliebe like?


      A: They’re close childhood friends. While Werdekraf and Sieglinde butt heads and openly argue, Lestilaut and Eineliebe always have each other’s backs. They might have different tastes and aspirations, but they cover for each other’s weaknesses and understand their limits.




      Q: I assume Eineliebe comes from a house close to the archducal family, so does she have their characteristic pink hair and red eyes? She’s an archscholar, but is she a tough scholar of the sword? I’d love to imagine her dragging Lestilaut out of his hidden room, so please do tell.


      A: She has blonde hair and red eyes, but she isn’t a scholar of the sword, nor is she particularly well built. Wives from Dunkelfelger are expected to guilefully rein in knights who leap at the chance to play ditter, so Eineliebe wouldn’t drag Lestilaut out of any room, hidden or otherwise. Instead, she would coax him out with kind words or tears. Her methods are so different from his mother’s that Lestilaut hesitates to dismiss her outright and often ends up doing as she wishes.




      Q: Was Eineliebe disappointed to be engaged to a man who, despite being the next aub, spends so much of his time painting? I can’t imagine Lestilaut inviting her to a gazebo and sweetly courting her, so I worry that even after their engagement was decided, he didn’t give her much attention.


      A: She isn’t disappointed. She expected it, if anything. Even after the engagement was decided, Lestilaut’s behavior didn’t really change. Since he had never courted her up to that point, she was genuinely shocked when he gifted her a hairpin.




      Q: I assume Eineliebe is prepared for the possibility of being demoted to a second wife, but does she also hope that, like Sieglinde, she might remain the first wife? Is there any advantage for Eineliebe in becoming a second wife?


      A: Even when the engagement was decided, she knew it was a probable outcome. Their marriage was arranged by their parents for political reasons, and interacting with other duchies is a hefty burden for an archnoble, so she isn’t attached to being first wife. They’re together for the sake of the duchy, and since she knows about Lestilaut’s paintings of Eglantine and Rozemyne, she doesn’t expect much from him romantically.




      Q: Could Clarissa beat any of Rozemyne’s guard knights in a fight? I doubt Damuel or Judithe would stand much of a chance against her.


      A: It depends on the terms of the fight. She wouldn’t stand much of a chance against Cornelius or Angelica, and she would probably be on even footing with Leonore, Matthias, or Laurenz. She would always beat Judithe in close quarters, and she would usually beat Damuel, but every now and then he would eke out a surprising win.




      Q: Does Clarissa have any siblings?


      A: Yes, she does.




      Q: Who in Lanzenave first gave Georgine things like trug and silver cloth? What prompted the exchange, and how long had she been doing business with them by that point?


      A: When it was becoming clear that the fourth prince would lose the civil war, the previous Aub Ahrensbach’s second wife, fearing her own fate, instructed Lanzenave merchants to bring not only spices but also potions and weapons that might prove useful in the conflict. It was the first wife’s duty to socialize and negotiate with other duchies, while the second wife handled internal affairs. However, before those goods arrived, the fourth prince was defeated. The second wife, who was from Werkestock, was placed under strict surveillance and was eventually caught up in the purge, which meant internal administration fell to Georgine, the third wife. She received the items the second wife had ordered and used her new connections to acquire trug, instant-death poison, and so on.




      Q: Why did Georgine attempt to make contact with Raublut during the investigation into the attack on the awards ceremony?


      A: She wanted to use trug to manipulate the Sovereign Knight’s Order for her invasion of Ehrenfest, but Raublut, who had served as a guard knight in the Adalgisa villa, recognized the trug and asked where she had obtained it. That led to their joining forces.




      Q: Georgine created Devouring soldiers and even body doubles, but where did she acquire the knowledge to make someone else’s mana identical to her own? How long did she spend preparing?


      A: She obtained that knowledge from Lanzenave, which they obtained from the Adalgisa villa, and used it alongside the results of her own research. She had spent ten years experimenting with Lanzenave’s potions, but she only started trying to obtain Ehrenfest’s foundation after receiving Bezewanst’s letters in Part 3 Volume 4—so roughly five and a half years of preparation.




      Q: After Bezewanst was executed, did Georgine blame and despise Rozemyne as much as she did Sylvester?


      A: No, she didn’t. Sylvester, Ferdinand, and Karstedt were at the forefront of Bezewanst’s downfall and Veronica’s deposition, and Georgine wasn’t informed of Rozemyne’s involvement. Even when Grausam and the others tried to gather information from the temple, the most their blue priest informant could tell them was that the former High Bishop had tried to sell an apprentice blue shrine maiden to another duchy and that some kind of disturbance had broken out in the temple because of it. The blue priest had stayed in his room to avoid being caught up in the trouble, and the next thing he knew, Bezewanst had been taken away by knights and executed, while Rozemyne, the archduke’s adopted daughter, had been appointed to replace him. Georgine never had the full picture as a result.




      Q: In the end, what did Aub Ahrensbach think of Georgine’s shadowy behavior?


      A: It depends on what you mean by “shadowy behavior.” From what he could see, she was an excellent wife. She asked Ehrenfest’s temple to fill small chalices for Old Werkestock, which the duchy’s nobles greatly appreciated; she found Detlinde a multitalented groom who could handle administrative work in her place; and she deepened ties with Lanzenave’s merchants.




      Q: If everything had gone as Gervasio and Raublut intended, what would ultimately have become of the foolish yet pitiable Detlinde?


      A: Once Gervasio had obtained the Grutrissheit, she would probably have cried, “That’s mine! I’m the Zent!” and lunged to take it from him. Raublut would have killed her on the spot.




      Q: We know that Fatiehe, one of Detlinde’s retainers, had been planning to resign so that she could get married. Did she resign in time to avoid becoming a criminal alongside her lady?


      A: Yes. She resigned immediately after winter socializing and went to be with her fiancé, so she escaped that fate. However, because she had been the retainer of a criminal, and because her Old Werkestock father was involved in the invasion of Ehrenfest, her engagement was broken off.




      Q: As of Part 5 Volume 11, how many scholars, knights, and attendants does Letizia have among her retainers?


      A: After Lanzenave’s massacre, she had two scholars, four knights, and three attendants. She lost roughly half of her retinue, which would have made it difficult for her to carry out Ferdinand’s orders, so she took on five new retainers.




      Q: Is Sergius’s first wife alive and well? I’m worried she might have met the same fate as Roswitha and the others.


      A: I’m not sure what you mean, but yes, she’s fine.




      Q: What became of Fraularm after Part 5 Volume 9?


      A: Because she was a key figure in the invasion of Ehrenfest, her schtappe was destroyed, and it was decided that she would be sent to another duchy.




      Q: What do Rozemyne’s retainers and the nobles of Ahrensbach think about Ferdinand having been able to activate the teleportation circle?


      A: Unless they’ve taken the archduke candidate course, they wouldn’t be surprised or panicked—and there’s no one left among the former Ahrensbach nobles who meets that criterion.




      Q: Will Sergius or Strahl be punished for failing to notice that Letizia brought instant-death poison into the Mana Replenishment hall?


      A: Their subsequent efforts to drive out Lanzenave, press the attack in Gerlach, and fight alongside Dunkelfelger’s knights effectively offset their failings, so they received only a light fine. It wouldn’t have set a good precedent to excuse them entirely, but there are too few trustworthy nobles to remove them both from service.




      Q: In the seventh fanbook’s Q&A, you said that in Part 5 Volume 8, Ferdinand told Eckhart to “Eliminate anyone who stands in our way.” To whom was he referring?


      A: I can’t give names, but the people who would get in the way of Ferdinand cleaning up Ahrensbach and of Rozemyne ruling it. They were powerful archnobles and members of Ahrensbach’s archducal branch families who were cooperating with Georgine and Detlinde, but hadn’t left behind clear evidence of their crimes. There were several of them, but the only one Rozemyne had actually met was Aurelia’s father.




      Q: Was Blasius’s brother involved in the Lanzenave massacre?


      A: He personally thought Detlinde should stop daydreaming about becoming the next Zent and instead focus on ruling her duchy, and he kept his distance from Georgine because she seemed suspicious. But he didn’t go so far as to side with Ferdinand either, since he didn’t want Georgine to target him. Because he would have been an obstacle to the founding of Alexandria, he was eliminated amid the confusion of the massacre.




      Q: Did Aub Drewanchel seriously expect Rozemyne or Eglantine to agree to marry Ortwin? Did he not take Ferdinand and Anastasius into consideration?


      A: In all political marriages, the duchy’s interests take priority above all else. That’s why second and third wives are taken regardless of how the first wife feels about it. Aub Drewanchel wasn’t involved in the meeting with the royal family, but he couldn’t imagine more valuable marriage partners than Rozemyne, the divine avatar, and Eglantine, the new Zent. If there was a chance for Ortwin to marry one of them, he was going to pursue it.




      Q: Did Letizia’s parents regret sending her to be adopted when they noticed Ahrensbach’s decline and the mysterious deaths within its archducal family?


      A: Yes. That’s precisely why they urged Trauerqual to make her the next aub, hoped Hildebrand would marry into Ahrensbach, and supported Ferdinand’s marriage into the duchy and his role as her mentor.




      Q: What is the relationship between Letizia’s father and Aub Drewanchel?


      A: They are paternal brothers who once competed for the seat of aub.




      Q: I’m worried about Letizia’s mother. Now that Ahrensbach has effectively fallen, how will she be treated?


      A: That will depend on Aub Drewanchel.




      Q: Was Lueuradi able to marry into Ehrenfest, as she had hoped?


      A: She isn’t yet engaged to anyone.




      Q: What happened to Lueuradi’s manuscript about Rozemyne and Ferdinand’s romance?


      A: It wasn’t about Rozemyne and Ferdinand, but about Mestionora and Erwaermen. It was turned into a book, and Elvira gave Hannelore a copy during the celebratory feast. It will go on sale after the Archduke Conference.




      Q: Why was Adolphine the only one of Eglantine’s friends to continue socializing with Rozemyne after their tea party in her first year?


      A: Not every moment of Rozemyne’s life is depicted in the story. They continued to socialize, even if it wasn’t mentioned outright. Some of them were present when she attended tea parties with Charlotte, and she interacted with them there. In other cases, even though Eglantine introduced them, Rozemyne felt she didn’t want to associate with people who spoke badly of Ehrenfest. Those scenes weren’t included because they weren’t relevant to the plot.




      Q: Was it just coincidence that Ferdinand, the only Zent candidate in Ehrenfest, and Myne, who had memories of another world, met in the temple?


      A: It was necessary for the story.




      Q: Would Myne have made books even if she hadn’t had the Devouring?


      A: Books are a necessity of life, so what else could she have done? If she hadn’t had the Devouring, she would have remained a commoner and made books that way. If she had been born a noble and had books around her from the start, she probably wouldn’t have gone out of her way to make them. No, scratch that—books aren’t the easiest to come by, even in noble society, so she would have used her noble authority to have new ones made.




      Q: You said once that when you first started planning Bookworm, you considered making the High Priest an antagonist. Are scenes where Myne describes him as villainous remnants of that idea?


      A: No. In many cases, Ferdinand’s words and actions just naturally seem wicked.




      Q: Why did you decide to make the age gap between Ferdinand and Rozemyne thirteen years—or fourteen officially? Myne was only five when the story began, and seven when she met Ferdinand, who was twenty at the time. Did you ever feel conflicted about the age difference, considering the story ends with them getting married and summoning winter?


      A: For the sake of the story, it was a necessary choice. Ferdinand needed at least that much experience to deal with all the chaos Rozemyne brought about, and to have the political cunning to take on gods and silence both royalty and greater duchies. I didn’t start by deciding the thirteen-year age difference; rather, after working out the lore and the plot, that was just what it turned out to be. Since Rozemyne retains her memories from her life as Urano, I’d feel more conflicted about her falling in love with someone “her own age.” In Yurgenschmidt, adulthood begins at fifteen, and even when marital relations come up, they’re expressed as “welcoming winter” and other euphemisms. I never wrote any explicit scenes of that nature, and the main story ended without Ferdinand and Rozemyne even kissing, so I can’t think of anything I should have felt conflicted about.




      Q: If there are other people in Yurgenschmidt with memories from another world, why don’t we hear about them or the things they’ve done?


      A: They weren’t relevant to the story, so explaining whatever influence they might have had didn’t feel necessary. To begin with, not everyone with memories from another world came from modern Japan, and having those memories doesn’t guarantee they accomplished anything meaningful or even stood out much. Even if one such person had introduced glassmaking or advancements in metallurgy, Myne wouldn’t have known that, so it wouldn’t have made sense to write about it.




      Q: Lady Elantura captured the hearts of many women with her love stories. Lord Shubort accrued great fame for his ditter stories. And your own Ascendance of a Bookworm has won all manner of awards! If you were to rank them by success, who would come out on top?


      A: I would be first. My books are cheaper, but there are novel, manga, and Junior Bunko versions, and they’re available both in print and as e-books. Then there are the translations, which have increased my readership to more than the entire population of Yurgenschmidt. Lady Elantura would come second, by merit of all the books she has released. Lord Shubort’s A Ditter Story is proving popular, though, so there’s a lot to expect from him in the future. Since Lady Elantura’s books are coauthored and the profits are split among her collaborators, there’s a chance he could overtake her if his solo works continue to do well.
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      Messages from the Creators


      Miya Kazuki


      The Q&A section grows more astounding with each passing year. When I’m asked whether I’ll release a fanbook the year after the novels conclude, I say it’s on my schedule. I can only wonder how big it might be next year.




      You Shiina


      We’ve finally reached the eighth fanbook. Eight is a lucky number. The final volume is on its way too—I look forward to your continued support!




      Suzuka


      Congratulations on Part 5’s completion! I’m moved myself, somehow. Kazuki-sensei, Shiina-sensei—well done! For spoiler reasons, the manga I drew for this fanbook wasn’t something I could have included in the Part 2 adaptation. Enjoy this glimpse behind the scenes!




      Ryo Namino


      Congratulations on this fanbook’s release! Knives make me think of the more hands-on era when I had to cut and paste things myself. How nostalgic.




      Hikaru Katsuki


      The eighth fanbook! Congratulations! This time, I drew a part of Royal Academy Stories: First Year. It’s something I wanted to draw but regrettably had to cut, so I’m glad I could include it here.
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